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P^RT  II -VOL.   XLVII. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ORDERS,  AND  RETURNS  RELATING 
TO  OPERATIONS  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA  (FROM  FEBRU- 
ARY 1),  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  SOUTHERN  GEORGIA,  AND 
EAST  FLORIDA,  FROM  JANUARY  1,  18G5,  TO  MARCH  23, 
1865.* 

UNION"  CORRKSPONDKNCE,  KTC. 

City  Point,  Va.,  Janvury  1, 1865—3.30  p.  m. 

(Received  5  p.  in.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Vhief  of  Staff : 
I  sent  instructions  to  SLerman  which  advised  that  Foster  should 
or|ifanize  all  ihe  colored  troops  he  could  for  bis  department.  Negroes 
heie  would  return  white  troops  to  their  regiments,  but  yoa  may  direct 
General  Meigs  to  send  orders  to  Captain  Strang  to  return  without 
them.  Please  also  instruct  Sherman  and  Foster  to  retain  all  negroes 
South  until  the  return  of  warm  weather. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 
(Copy  by  Halleck  to  Meigs.) 


Hbadqttaktees  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  January  1,  1865.    (Received  12th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sheema'n, 

Savannah,  Ga. : 

My  Deak  General:  Your  letter  of  December  24  is  received,t  and 
I  have  just  shown  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  expressed  great 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  in  reading  it.  Your  anticipations  in  regard 
to  the  Wilmington  expedition  have  proved  so  correct  that  your  reputa- 
tion as  a  prophet  may  soon  equal  that  as  a  general.  Thank  God,  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  except  to  express  the  opinion  that  Butler's  tor- 
pedo ship  would  have  about  as  much  effect  on  the  forts  as  if  he  should 

at  them.    I  said  about  the  same  thing  to  the  Secretary  of  War 

and  General  Grant  before  they  consented  to  it.  You  ask  me  to  criticise 
your  plan  of  future  operatioTis.  I  fully  agree  with  you  that  a  central 
line  on  Brawchville  and  Columbia  offers  more  advantages  than  one  ou 
either  Augusta  or  Charleston.    The  destruction  of  railroads  and  sup- 

*■  For  Correspondence,  etc.,  from  March  24, 1865,  to  June  30, 1865,  see  Part  III.  The 
Correspondence,  etc..  relatlujj  to  operations  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  from  Janu- 
ary 1  to  31, 1865,  is  embraced  in  Vol.  XLVl,  Part  II. 

tSeeVol.  XLIV,  p.  798. 
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plies  iu  Soutli  Carolina  will  do  the  enemy  more  harm  than  the  capture 
of  either  or  both  of  those  cities.  They  can  be  left  for  a  baclihanded 
blow.  I  have  no  doubt  that  you  can  supply  your  army  m  the  country 
from  Savannah  to  Ealeigh;  but  if  you  should  have  much  fighting  you 
may  want  ammunition.  If  so,  you  must  make  for  the  coast  and  notity 
us  through  Savannah  or  New  Berne  to  meet  you.  We,  however,  shall 
probably  first  hear  of  your  movements  through  the  rebel  newspapers, 
as  before. 

Wilmington,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  a  much  greater  prize  than 
Charleston.  If  you  can  lay  waste  the  interior  of  South  Carolina  and 
destroy  the  railroads  Charleston  must  be  abandoned  by  all  except  a 
small  ga?-rison.  I  hope  you  may  be  able  to  start  early  and  move  rapidly, 
for  quick  and  rapid  blows  will  now  be  most  effective. 

Thomas  has  done  well  against  Hood,  but  he  is  too  slow  for  an  effect- 
ive pursuit.  Moreover,  he  will  not  live  on  the  enemy.  He  himself  is 
entirely  opposed  to  a  winter  campaign,  and  is  already  speaking  of  recruit- 
ing his  army  for  spring  operations.  I  have,  therefore,  urged  General 
Grant  to  send  Schofleld  and  A.  J.  Smith  to  re-enforce  Canby  at  Mobile 
and  move  up  the  Alabama  Iliver  to  Selma  and  Montgomery,  destroy- 
ing all  the  enemy's  manufactories  and  supplies  on  that  line.  Thomas, 
with  the  remainder  of  his  forces,  can  easily  defend  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee against  any  new  raid  that  Jeff.  Davis  may  plan  in  that  direction. 

It  is  useless  talking  about  putting  any  of  our  armies  into  winter 
quarters.  It  is  not  necessary,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  country 
will  not  permit  it.  Those  troops  not  required  for  defense  must  move 
into  the  enemy's  country  and  live  on  it.  There  is  no  alternative ;  it 
must  be  done. 

Wishing  you  a  happy  New  Year  and  successful  campaign,  I  am, 
Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  6a.,  January  1, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Quartermaster,  Savannah,  Oa.: 
General:  The  general-in-chief  directs  that  hereafter  transportation 
to  Hilton  Head  and  Beaufort  be  furnished  without  further  orders  to 
aU  colored  men  who  desire  to  enlist  in  the  regiments  organizing  at 
those  points;  care  being  taken,  however,  that  none  are  so  transported 
except  at  their  own  request. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  HITCHCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee 

Savannah,  Oa.,  January  1,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General  :  I  regret  exceedingly  to  trouble  you,  but  I  wish  you  to 
know  the  exact  state  of  things.    It  is  reported  to  me  by  Major-General 
Osterhaus  that  his  artillery  horses  are  dying  at  the  picket  rope  of 
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actual  starvation,  and  other  officers  report  that  public  and  private 
horses  of  the  command  are  without  forage.  Must  this  be  allowed 
■when  forage  is  within  six  miles  of  us?  Is  there  no  possible  expedient 
we  can  resort  to  in  order  to  get  a  supply?  Are  there  no  inlets  where 
we  can  land  forage?  Are  there  no  flats  nor  small  boats  in  which  we 
can  bring  grain  ashore?  Be  assured,  general,  that  my  officers  and 
men,  and  myself,  are  at  your  service  willing  to  work  night  and  day.  I 
am  held  responsible  by  my  command  for  these  things;  my  only  alter- 
native is  to  apply  to  you.  I  do  not  wish  to  oppose  you,  but  to  assist 
you  in  every  way  in  my  power. 
Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Headquakters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Qa.,  January  1, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that 
the  steamer  Planter  will  be  assigned  for  the  transportation  of  your 
division  to-morrow.    He  wishes  the  balance  of  your  command  pushed 
over  in  the  boats  to-morrow  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  youi-  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  2, 1865. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  G. . 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant  a  copy  of 
that  part  of  your  telegram*  to  him  of  26th  December,  relating  to  cotton, 
a  copy  of  which  has  been  immediately  furnished  to  General  Easton,  my 
chief  quartermaster,  who  will  be  strictly  governed  by  it.  I  had  already 
been  approached  by  all  the  consuls  and  half  the  people  of  Savannah  on 
this  cotton  question,  and  my  invariable  answer  has  been  that  all  the 
cotton  in  Savannah  was  prize  of  war  and  belonged  to  the  United  States, 
and  nobody  should  recover  a  bale  of  it  with  my  consent,  and  that  as 
cotton  had  been  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  this  war  it  should  help  to 
pay  its  expenses;  that  all  cotton  became  tainted  with  treason  from  the 
hour  the  first  act  of  hostility  was  committed  against  the  United  States, 
sometime  in  December,  1800,  and  that  no  bill  of  sale  subsequent  to 
that  date  could  convey  title.  My  orders  were  that  an  officer  of  the 
Quartermaster's  Department,  U.  S.  Army,  might  furnish  the  holder, 
agent,  or  attorney  a  mere  certificate  of  the  fact  of  seizure,  with  descrip- 
tion of  the  bales,  marks,  &c.,  the  cotton  then  to  be  turned  over  to  the 
agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  be  shipped  to  New  York  for  sale. 
But  since  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  I  have  ordered  General  Easton 
to  make  the  shipment  himself  to  the  quartermaster  at  New  York,  where 
you  can  dispose  of  it  at  pleasure.  I  do  not  think  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment ought  to  bother  itself  witb  the  prizes  or  captures  of  war. 

*SeeVol.  XLIV,  p.  809. 
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Mr.  Barclay,  former  consul  at  New  York,  representing  Mr.  Moli- 
neux,  formerly  consul  here  but  absent  since  a  long  time,  called  on  me 
in  person  witli  reference  to  cotton  claimed  by  English  subjects.  He 
seemed  amazed  when  I  told  him  1  should  pay  no  respect  to  consular 
certificates,  and  that  in  no  event  would  I  treat  an  English  subject  with 
more  favor  thau  one  of  our  own  deluded  citizens,  and  that  for  my  part 
I  was  unwilling  to  fight  for  cotton  for  the  benefit  of  Englishmen  openly 
engaged  in  smuggling  arms  and  instruments  of  war  to  kill  us;  tliat  on 
the  contrary  it  would  afford  me  great  satisfaction  to  conduct  iny  army 
to  Nassau  and  wipe  out  that  nest  of  pirates.  I  explained  to  him,  how- 
ever, that  I  was  not  a  diplomatic  agent  of  the  General  Government  of 
the  United  States,  but  that  my  opinion,  so  frankly  expressed,  was  that 
of  a  soldier,  which  it  would  be  well  for  him  to  heed.  It  appeared  also 
that  he  owned  a  plantation  on  the  line  of  investment  of  Savannah, 
which  of  course  is  destroyed,  and  for  which  he  expected  me  to  give  him 
some  certilieate  entitling  him  to  indemnification,  which  I  declined 
emphatically.  I  have  adopted  in  Savannah  rules  concerning  property, 
severe  but  just,  founded  upon  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  practice  of 
civilized  governments;  and  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  we  should  claim 
all  the  belligerent  rights  over  conquered  countries,  that  the  people  may 
realize  the  truth  that  war  is  no  child's  play.  I  embrace  in  this  a  copy 
of  a  letter  dated  December  31,  18()4,  in  answer  to  one  from  Solomon 
Cohen,  a  rich  lawyer,  to  General  Blair,  his  personal  friend,  as  follows.* 

This  letter  was  in  answer  to  specific  inquiries.  It  is  clear  and  specific, 
and  covers  all  the  points,  and  should  I  leave  before  my  orders  are 
executed  I  will  endeavor  to  impress  upon  my  successor.  General 
Foster,  their  wisdom  and  propriety.  I  hope  the  course  I  have  taken 
in  these  matters  will  meet  your  approbation,  and  that  the  President 
will  not  refund  to  parties  claiming  cotton  or  other  property  without 
the  strongest  evidences  of  loyalty  and  friendship  on  the  part  of  the 
claimant,  or  unless  some  other  positive  end  is  to  be  gained. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

III  the  Field,  Savannah,  Oa.,  January  S,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point: 
General :  I  have  received,  by  the  hands  of  General  Barnard,  your 
note  of  2(ith  and  letter  of  27th  December.t  I  herewith  inclose  to  yon 
a  copy  of  a  projet  which  I  have  this  morning,  in  strict  confidence,  dis- 
cussed with  my  immediate  commanders.  I  shall  need,  however,  larger 
supplies  of  stores,  especially  grain.  I  will  inclose  to  you,  with  this, 
letters  from  General  Easton,  quartermaster,  and  Colonel  Beckwith] 
commissary  of  subsistence,  setting  forth  what  will  be  required  and 
trust  you  will  forward  them  with  your  sanction,  so  that  the  necessary 
steps  may  be  taken  at  once  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  this  plan  on  time 
I  wrote  you  very  fully  on  the  24th,t  and  have  nothing  to  add  to  that". 
Everything  here  is  quiet,  and  if  1  can  get  the  necessary  supplies  in  my 
wagons  I  shall  be  ready  to  start  at  the  time  indicated  in  my  projet, 

*  See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  846.  ' 
t  See  Vol.  XLIV,  pp  809,  820. 
}  See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  797. 
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but  until  those  supplies  are  in  hand  I  can  do  nothing;  after  they  are  I 
shall  be  ready  to  move  with  great  rapidity.  I  have  heard  of  the  afiair 
at  Cape  Fear;  it  has  turned  out  as  you  will  remember  I  expected.  I 
have  furnished  General  Eastou  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  He  will  retain  possession  of  all  cotton  here  and  ship  it, 
as  fast  as  vessels  can  be  had,  to  New  York.  I  shall  immediately  send 
the  Seventeenth  Corps  over  to  Port  Eoyal  by  boats  to  be  furnished  by 
Admiral  Dahlgren  and  General  Foster,  witliout  interfeiing  with  Gen- 
eral Easton's  vessels,  to  make  a  lodgment  on  the  railroad  at  Pocotaligo. 
General  Barnard  will  remain  with  me  a  few  days,  and  I  shall  send  this 
by  a  staff  officer,  who  can  return  on  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  supply 
fleet.  I  suppose  that  now  that  General  Butler  has  got  through  you 
can  spare  them  to  us. 

My  report  of  recent  operations  is  nearly  ready  and  will  be  sent  on  in 
a  day  or  two,  as  soon  as  some  further  subordinate  reports  come  in. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Projet  for  January. — Extremely  confidential. 

Right  Wing  move  men  and  artillery  by  transports  to  head  of  Broad 
River  and  Beaufort;  get  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  mass  the  wing  at  or  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Pocotaligo. 

Lett  Wing  and  cavalry  work  slowly  across  the  causeway  toward 
Hardeeville  to  open  a  road  by  which  wagons  can  reach  their  corps 
about  Broad  River;  also  by  a  rapid  movement  of  the  Left  secure 
Sister's  Ferry  and  out  as  far  as  the  Augusta  road — Robertsville. 

In  the  meantime  all  guns,  shot,  shells,  cotton,  &c.,  to  be  got  to  a 
safe  place,  easy  to  guard,  and  provisions  and  wagons  got  ready  for 
another  swath,  aiming  to  have  our  army  in  hand  about  the  head  of 
Broad  River,  say  Pocotaligo,  Robertsville,  and  Coosawhatchie  by  the 
loth  of  January. 

Second.  Move  with  loaded  wagons  by  the  roads  leading  in  the 
direction  of  Columbia,  which  afford  the  best  chance  of  forage  and  pro- 
visions. Howard  to  be  at  Pocotaligo  15th  of  January,  and  Slocum  to 
be  at  Robertsville  and  Kilpatrick  at  or  near  Coosawhatchie  about  same 
date. 

General  Foster's  troops  to  occupy  Savannah,  and  gun-boats  to  pro- 
tect the  rivers  as  soon  as  Howard  gets  Pocotaligo. 


Savannah,  January  2,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U,  S,  Grant: 

Dear  General,  :  I  found  the  California,  which  had  brought  Major 
Gray,  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  sailed  in  her  a  few  hours  after  my  arrival 
(Tuesday  evening, December  27).  I  had  a  tedious  voyage, with  a  galeof 
wind  dead  ahead  the  whole  way.  Reached  Hilton  Head  at  9  p.  m.  yester- 
day, and  arrived  here  last  evening  at  4  p.  m.  General  Sherman  sends 
dispatches  to  day,  and  a  liberal  execution  of  your  orders  would  require, 
or  at  least  justify,  me  to  return  by  the  same  steamer;  but  General 
Sherman  prefers  that  I  should  stay  long  enough  to  see  things  for 
myself  and  for  us  to  have  some  talk,  and  I  believe  it  would  meet 
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the  spirit  of  your  orders  to  do  so.  I  shall  therefore  remain  for  the 
Araeo,  which  leaves  Hilton  Head  next  Monday,  the  9th.  I  liave 
already  had  an  opportunity  to  meet  Generals  Slocum,  Howard,  and 
numerous  other  officers  of  rank,  and  am  very  much  pleased  with  the 
spirit  and  feeling  which  seems  to  pervade  with  all.  Every  day  the  mag- 
nitude of  results  of  Sherman's  great  march,  combined  with  Hood's  dis- 
comfiture, impresses  itself  more  and  more  upon  me.  I  think  we  shall 
see  daylight  this  coming  spring.  . 

At  the  time  I  left  City  Point  I  was  about  renewing  my  examinations 
of  the  Fort  Clifton  lines  in  view  of  an  enterprise  upon  them,  I  feel, 
however,  as  if  matters  were  approaching  a  certain  result  with  such 
strides  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  run  risks,  and  perhaps  lose  men  on 
uncertainties.  Still,  circumstances  might  occur  which  would  render 
such  an  enterprise  expedient.  If  Major  Michie  gets  his  pile  bridge 
done  in  a  week  or  ten  days  we  shall  have  some  fifty  more  available 
boats  for  such  an  operation.  I  presume  I  shall  reach  City  Point  on 
the  12th. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  J.  G.  BAElfAED, 

Brevet  Major- Oeneral,  &c. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  6a.,  January  2,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster  General  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

General  :  I  wrote  yon  on  the  30th  ultimo*  in  regard  to  sending  to 
this  place  sixty  days'  grain  for  35,000  animals;  also  requesting  you  to 
send  me  six  verylight-draught  steamers  and  twenty  Schuylkill  barges. 
I  am  now  instructed  by  General  Sherman  to  say  that  he  contemplates 
a  very  important  move,  and  desires  the  sixty  days'  grain  and  subsist- 
ence for  70,000  men  for  sixty  days  sent  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
one-half  the  grain  and  one-half  the  subsistence  (thirty  days')  to  be  sent 
into  Wassaw  Sound  in  steamers  drawing  not  over  twelve  feet  of  water, 
and  the  other  half  to  Hilton  Head  in  such  vessels  as  can  be  procured, 
but  the  lighter  they  are  the  better.  There  is  but  thirteen  feet  water 
from  Wassaw  Sound  to  this  place,  at  the  highest  tide.  It  is  important 
in  selecting  the  vessels  that  as  many  as  possible  be  fixed  upon  that 
have  capacity  and  conveniences  for  carrying  animals,  and  I  request 
that  they  may  be  selected  with  that  view.  Time  is  a  very  important 
consideration,  and  I  suggest  that  such  sail  vessels  as  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  use  in  this  work  be  towed  by  the  steamers  in  order  to  save  as 
much  time  as  possible.  Send  all  grain  and  no  hay.  Hurry  forward  all 
the  clothing  and  other  stores  I  have  asked  for  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
sixty  days'  grain  will  be  required  at  the  commencement  of  the  move. 
In  addition  to  this  we  must  have  grain  to  last  us  until  that  time,  say 
fifteen  days.  The  light  steamers  and  barges  asked  for  in  my  letter  of 
the  30th  ultimo  I  still  require.  The  animals  of  this  army  are  in  great 
jeopardy  at  present  for  the  want  of  grain,  as  but  little  has  as  yet 
arrived,  and  the  animals  have  been  without  for  several  days.  Grain 
should  be  pushed  forward  with  the  utmost  dispatch. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L,  C,  EASTON, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 

*See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  837, 
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Special        ')   Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Orders,  V  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

Jfo.  1.  )  January  S,  1865. 

******* 
V.  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
will  move  the  Seventeenth  Corps  to  Port  Eoyal  Island.    All  details 
and  detachments  from  this  corps  will  join  their  command  at  once. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Geu.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTOTST, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Special        )        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  2.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  2, 1865. 

X.  Captain  Eeese,  chief  engineer,  will  immediately  relieve  the  pio- 
neers and  details  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  from  duty  on  the 
fortifications  and  instruct  them  to  report  to  their  commands.  The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  will  furnish  all  details  required  in  their  place. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Geu.  O.  O.  Howard: 

8AML.  L.  TAGGAET, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  2,  1865, 
Brigadier-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  By  direction  of  the  general  commanding  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  Major-General  Foster,  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  Navy,  has  been  instructed  to  dismantle  the  forts  on  the  coast 
below  this  city  now  held  by  garrisons  from  this  command,  and  to 
request  that  you  will  reduce  your  force  so  occupied  to  the  smallest 
number  that  can  safely  be  left  in  charge  of  the  ammunition  and  mate- 
rial now  in  the  works.  The  residue  of  the  garrisons  will  be  withdrawn 
as  soon  as  the  ammunition  has  been  removed. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


MAX,  WOODHULL 


(Same  to  General  Corse.) 


Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  2, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 
General:   I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  you  to  prepare  your  command  and  have  it  in  readiness  to  move 
by  water  from  Fort  Thunderbolt,  the  movement  to  commence  to-mor- 
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row.  The  infantry  will  be  moved  first  by  boats  furnished  by  the  N'avy, 
with  such  horses  as  belong  to  tbe  field  and  staff".  The  mounted  infan- 
try, artillery,  and  transportation  will  follow  by  vessels  furnished  by  the 
quartermaster's  department,  or  remain  to  go  by  land.  Three  days' 
raticms  in  haversacks  will  be  taken,  if  so  much  can  be  obtained.  The 
pioneer  corps  and  details  from  your  command  at  work  on  the  fortifica- 
tions will  be  relieved.  The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you 
send  one  of  your  pioneer  corps  or  a  suitable  detail  to  Thunderbolt  to  at 
once  prepare  a  wLarf  or  place  of  embarkation.  About  4,000  men  can 
be  transported  a  day.  You  cnn  commence  with  the  division  nearest  to 
Thunderbolt  and  continue  on  until  the  whole  of  your  infantry  is  taken. 
Kespectfully, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headqtjakteks  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  6a.,  January  2, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett, 

Commanding  Third  JDivision  : 
General:  1  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
to  you  in  forwarding  the  inclosed  letter  from  department  headquar- 
ters," that  your  command  will  ei.nbark  next  after  the  First  Division, 
and  that  you  will  embark  from  Thunderbolt.  You  will  move  on  the 
4th  iustai;t,  and  in  making  your  preparations  will  give  as  little  public- 
ity to  it  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  ov  the  Mississippi 
,  ^    ^    „  ^it'  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  2,  ^865. 

General  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commanding,  (fie; 

General:  The  general  in-chief  directs  that  hereafter  no  passes  for 

gouig  outside  our  hues  be  given.    Jf  any  pensons  desire  to  go  out,  and 

you  should  deem  it  proper  to  let  them,  pass  them  to  the  pickets  by  a 

guard,    ^one  can  go  out  and  retu.n.    If  any  go  they  must  remain  out. 

I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTOX, 

Aide-de-Camp. 

Headquarters  Cavai.ry  Division 

Captain  Dayton,  '^'"'"  '''""""'*''"'  ^«-'  ^««^«'-2'  ^'  ^«^^- 

Aidede  Camp  to  the  General-in-Chief: 
Captain:  I  have  found  corn  just  the  other  side  of  Taylor's  Creek  iu 
great  abundance.  Had  a  slight  skirmish  with  some  of  Wheeler's 
cavalry  this  morning.  A  large  number  of  mv  wajrons  have  inst 
returned  loaded  down  with  forage  and  sweet  potatoes.  Shall  send 
out  heavy  tram  m  the  morning.  Can  make  the  trip  in  two  days.  First 
*  See  Taggart  to  Blair,  next,  ante. 
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Alabama  Cavalry  and  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  can  be  fully 
supplied  if  they  report  to  me  to-morrow  with  their  wagon  trains.  They 
can  accompany  my  people.  They  should  bring  ammunition,  as  we 
expect  to  have  a  little  fight.  If  you  will  send  a  few  of  your  head- 
quarters wagons  I  will  have  them  loaded  with  forage,  honey,  sweet 
potatoes,  &c.  My  picket-line  alone  will  be  left  between  the  Ogeechee 
and  the  Savannah.  It  will  answer  every  purpose,  however.  I  can  now 
bring  up  my  convalescent  stock  of  horses  and  mules  in  less  than  two 
weeks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  U.  ^.  Volunteers. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Coast  Div.,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

No.  24.  )  Deveaux^s  Ned;,  S.  C,  January  2,  18C5. 

I.  The  Twenty  sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  be  relieved  from  duty 
with  this  division  and  proceed  to  Beaufort,  S.  C,  as  soon  as  transporta- 
tion can  be  procured. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

No.  1.  )  Nashville,  Tenn.,  January  3,  1865. 

I.  Capt.  William  E.  Tuttle,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Eegiment  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  is  announced  as  assistant  provost-marshal-general. 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  vice  Stockdale,  relieved,  and  will 
be  respected  accordingly. 

II.  Capt.  E.  L.  Anderson,  Fifty-second  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general  at  these  beadquaiters.     He  will  be  respected  accordingly. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

E.  M.  SAWTEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        ^        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  3.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3,  18G5. 

III.  In  accordance  with  paragraph  5,  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  1, 
headquarters  Militaiy  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  January  2,1865, 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will 
move  his  command  by  such  vessels  as  may  be  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose to  the  point  already  indicated  to  him.  All  details  and  detach- 
ments fiom  his  corps  will  join  their  commands  at  once.  The  Fifteenth 
Corps,  Major  General  Osterhaus  commanding,  will  furnish  all  details 
for  guard,  fatigue,  &c.,  required  from  this  army  while  in  the  city. 
******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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<aT>i7r.TAT  OTJTiTni's  )  Hdqes.  Fifteenth  Akmy  Ooeps, 

SPECiA^^  ORDERS,  j  iiuy        Samnmh,  Ga.,  January  3, 1865. 

*      '    '      *  •  *  *  *  *    ^ 

III   Capt.  Charles  D.  Miller,  Seventy-sixtli  Ohio  Veteran  Infantry 
i/hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  to 
date  from  December  27, 1864. 

»*»***■ 
Bv  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus : 

MAX.  WOODHIILL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQES.  DEPAETMENT   AND  ARMY  OF  THE  TENNESSEE, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3,  1865. 

Maior-General  Blaie, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that 
bv  his  order  to  move  by  organizations  he  does  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  desiring  you  to  be  particular  about  brigades  and  divisions, 
but  simply  regiments,  which  will  be  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as 
transportation  can  be  furnished. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant,^   ^   TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders.  )    Hdqes.  Left  Wino,  Army  of  Geoegia, 

jifo.  13.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3,  1865. 

I.  Capt.  John  Eziha,  Nineteenth  XJ.  S.  Infantry,  is,  at  his  own  request, 
relieved  from  duty  with  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  as  acting  topo- 
graphical engineer,  and  will  join  his  regiment  without  delay. 
Bv  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 
'  H.  C.  RODGERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqes.  Thied  Division,  Twentieth  Coeps, 
Gheves'  House,  Four  Miles  from  Savannah,  January  3, 1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Peekins, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Colonel:  I  have  in  person  this  morning  recoimoitered  several  miles 
up  the  road  toward  Hardeeville.  Trees  have  been  felled  in  the  road 
from  the  rice-flelds  to  this  place  and  for  many  miles  beyond.  I  have 
removed  them  to  this  place  and  lor  one  mile  and  a  half  beyond;  the 
others  I  will  not  cut  out  until  I  Jiave  a  more  minute  and  extensive 
examination  made  farther  up  the  road.  The  rebels  have  driven  off 
everything  that  they  could  and  killed  and  left  dead  on  the  road  every- 
thing they  could  not  drive  away.  Few  rebels  seen.  Their  camp-fires 
plainly  seen  (from  a  large  post)  last  night,  but  are  not  to  be  seen  this 
morning.  The  fort  is  built  on  the  Hardee  farm,  about  one  mile  from 
here.    It  covers  about  three  acres,  large  enough  to  encamp  2,000  men; 
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has  embrasures  for  about  fifteen  or  twenty  gans.    It  is  on  the  highest 
ground  near  the  road.    I  think  it  the  best  place  to  encamp  my  divis- 
ion,   I  have  now  three  parties  out,  examining  the  country,  hunting 
rebels,  &c.    I  think  none  will  be  found. 
BespectfuUy,  &c., 

W.  T.  WARD, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3, 1865. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general 
commanding  Left  Wing : 

General  Ward  has  been  ordered  to  encamp  his  division  on  the  high 
ground  spoken  of,  and  to  send  reconnoitering  i)arties  toward  Hardee- 
ville,  which  is  understood  to  be  occupied  by  but  a  small  force  ot 
cavalry. 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorseinent.] 

Headquarters  Left  Wing, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  January  4, 1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded  for  information  of  the  general-in-chief. 

H.  W.  SLOOUM, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General:  Tour  note  of  this  afternoon  is  just  received.  In  reply 
the  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  does  not  wish  for 
the  present  for  you  to  advance  your  troops  beyond  the  fortifications 
where  you  are  now  encamped.  He  wishes  you  to  hold  that  and  all  of 
the  roads  so  as  to  completely  cover  the  pontoon  bridge.  You  can, 
however,  send  out  small  reconnoitering  parties  to  gather  information. 
The  general  wishes  for  the  present  to  avoid  any  serious  lighting  on 
that  side  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H,  W,  PEEKINS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


KiLPATRiCK's  Headquarters, 

January  3, 1865. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

My  people  are  getting  plenty  of  forage  on  the  other  side  of  Taylor's 
Creek,  but  are  fighting  for  it.  Colonel  Atkins,  with  1,500  men  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  crossed  this  morning  and  will  clean  the  rebels 
out.  When  may  I  expect  to  get  some  horses  from  the  infantry?  lean 
feed  them  now  and  am  very  anxious  to  get  ready  for  the  field. 
Answer, 

J.  KILPATRIOK, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquabtees  Depaetment  of  the  South, 

Thunderbolt,  January  3, 1865. 
Major-Geueral  Howakd: 

Geneeal:  Major-General  Foster  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
followiug-named  steamers  are  employed  in  transporting  the  Seven- 
teenth Corps  from  this  point  to  Beaufort,  S.  C:  General  Sherman,  500 
men;  Louisburg,  1,000  men;  Fannie,  500  men;  Crescent,  1,200  men; 
Spaulding,  1,000  men;  Mary  A.  Boardman,  500  men;  Cauonicus,  600 
men;  Delaware,  800  men;  Cosmopolitan,  teams  and  wagons;  Golden 
Gate,  teams  and  wagons;  George  Leary,  teams  and  wagons;  Wyoming, 
teams  and  wagons;  Sylph,  teams  and  wagons.  These  steamers  will 
return  as  soon  as  they  have  lauded  their  troops. 
I  am,  general,  yours,  verv  respectfully, 

EDWAED  K  STEONG, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 

[IndorBement.] 

Hdqes.  Department  and  Aemy  op  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3, 1865. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seven- 
teeuth  Army  Corps,  for  his  information. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquabtees  U.  S.  Foeces,  Disteict  op  Beatjpoet, 

Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  4,  1865. 
[Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blaie,  Jr.:] 

Geneeal:  I  find  that  there  is  no  transportation  here  and  you  must 
arrange  to  have  a  portion  of  yours  brought.  A  hundred  wagons  at 
least  must  be  sent  forward  while  the  troops  are  moving.  There  is 
forage,  and  I  think  the  more  animals  you  can  get  over  the  better. 
General  Foster  says  the  wharf  is  not  built,  and  in  consequence  one 
boat  with  1,200  men  on  board  is  stuck. 
Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 


P.  S. — Two  boat  loads  have  disembarked. 


Major-  General. 
7  A.  M. 


Special  Ordees,  )   Hdqes.  Thied  Div.,  17th  Aemy  Corps, 

^o.  4.  \  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  4, 1865. 

******* 
III.  This  command  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  once  The  First 
Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  M  F.  Force  commanding,  will  have  the  advance, 
followed  by  the  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  commanding  The 
artillery.  Lieutenant  Bailey  commanding,  will  follow  in  rear  of  the 
infantry. 

Trains  in  same  order  as  the  troops,  followed  by  ordnance  and  head- 
quarters trains.    Ambulances  will  follow  in  rear  of  each  brigade 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Generals 
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Hdqes.  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Ghevei'  House,  S,  C,  January  4, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Twentieth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  This  evening  I  sent  Major  Clay  with  375  men  to  Jones- 
ville.  He  found  no  rebel  encampment  there.  A  brigade  of  cavalry 
was  there  last  night  and  left  a  few  stragglers  there  to-day;  none 
to-night.  On  his  way  he  took  two  prisoners,  one  belonging  to  Hamp- 
ton's cavalry,  one  to  the  infantry;  first  sent  home  to  get  fresh  horses. 
The  infantryman  knows  nothing,  the  cavalryman  very  little,  but  says 
that  he  thinks  the  cavalry  have  a  camp  between  Jonesville  and  Beech 
Hills,  and  a  battery,  but  does  not  know  that  such  is  the  case.  The 
cavalry  were  a  part  of  Wheeler's  command,  under  the  command  of 
Anderson.  Major  Clay  also  brought  in  two  contrabands  from  Jones- 
ville, who  report  that  all  the  cavalry  pickets  in  the  river  bottom,  after 
the  skirmish  with  my  men  last  evening,  were  drawn  in  and  retreated 
full  speed  through  Jonesville  last  night,  up  the  roads  toward  Hardee- 
ville,  saying  that  the  "Yankees  were  coming;"  since  which  time  they 
have  seen  no  rebel  soldiers  near  Jonesville,  and  that  they  think  all  of 
them  have  gone  back  to  Hardeeville.  Before  they  left  they  shot  down 
all  the  hogs  and  cattle  and  took  all  that  the  "poor  negroes"  had  to  eat, 
stating  that  the  Yankees  would  get  it  if  they  (the  rebels)  did  not  kill, 
destroy,  and  take  it,  I  informed  Colonel  Eobinson  when  here  to-day 
that  Beech  Hills  would  do  to  encamp  upon.  1  learn  to-night  that  it  is 
in  the  river  bottom  and  not  fit  for  encampment,  but  that  Jonesville  is  a 
fine  place  for  several  regiments,  but  not  for  a  division.  I  also  sent  a 
party  to  examine  theEed  Bluff  Fort.  They  found  the  roads  leading  to 
it  high,  dry,  and  good.  The  fort  good  but  small;  the  water  ten  teet 
deep  at  low  tide;  several  roads  leading  from  it  up  and  down  the  river; 
fine  ground  for  CTicampments.  The  fort  is  three  miles  from  my  troops. 
Captain  Crawford  and  Lieutenant  Tuttle,  of  my  staff,  think  that  my 
troops  could  be  supplied  by  landing  stores  at  that  point. 

Your  humble  servant, 

W.  T.  WAED, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  January  4,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  Saxton, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  shell 
road  from  Beaufort  to  Port  Royal  Ferry  be  put  in  good  order  immedi- 
ately, using  every  precaution  not  to  excite  the  curiosity  of  the  enemy 
or  the  citizens  in  your  command. 
Bespectfully, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  4,  1865. 
Solomon  Cohen,  Esq.,  Savannah,  Ga. : 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  Major-General  Sherman  to  reply  to  the  inquir- 
ies contained  in  your  note  to  him  of  3d  instant,  as  follows:  The  rules 
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laid  down  by  him  in  his  note*  to  Major-General  Blair  are  simply  a 
statement  of  what  General  Sherman's  own  policy  will  be  while  he 
remains  in  command  here.  He  will  not  undertake  to  declare  or  pre- 
scribe a  policy  for  his  successors.  General  Sherman  is  now  waiting  for 
the  mayor  of  Savannah  to  furnish  him  a  list  of  those  who  desire  to  go 
beyond  our  lines.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  he  will  make  arrangements 
for  sending  out  all  such  by  flag  of  truce,  and  of  this  twenty-four  hours' 
notice  will  be  given.  All  baggage,  &c.,  taken  from  the  city  will,  of 
course,  be  examined;  by  whom  and  in  what  manner  will  be  regulated 
by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geary,  commanding  the  post. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  HITCHCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Depaktment, 
Washington  City,  January  5, 1865 — 2.50  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Fortress  Monroe: 
I  think  it  would  be  useful  if  you  would  write  to  Sherman,  urging  him 
to  give  facilities  to  the  organization  of  colored  troops.    He  does  not 
seem  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  this  measure  and  appears  indif- 
ferent if  not  hostile. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fortress  Monroe,  Ya.,  January  5, 1865 — c9  a.  m. 

(Received  9  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington : 
Please  have  everything  called  for  by  Sherman  forwarded  without 
delay.    He  cannot  move  until  the  forage  and  subsistence  called  for  is 
received.    A  special  messenger  from  Sherman  has  just  left  here  with 
his  requisitions. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Ditision  op  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  5,  1865. 
General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 
General:  Connected  with  my  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
branch  of  my  army,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  names  of  certain  ofiacers 
that  in  my  judgment  merit  promotion  or  the  favor  of  the  Government, 
in  addition  to  those  heretofore  submitted  through  regular  oflacial  chan- 
nels. Col.  A.  Beckwith,  commissary  of  subsistence,  was  assigned  to 
me  by  the  chief  of  his  department  in  Ajpril  last.  He  at  once  entered 
on  his  duties  with  an  energy  and  intelligence  that  could  not  be  sur- 
passed. I  have  never  seen  a  more  industrious  oflBcer,  and  the  result 
has  been  that  he  has  fed  an  army  of  100,000  men,  operating  from  Nash- 
ville to  Savannah,  a  task  that  one  year  ago  was  regarded  an  impossi- 
bility. His  coadjutor  in  this  work,  General  Easton,  of  the  quarter- 
master's department,  has  properly  been  brevetted  a  brigadier-general, 

*8eeVol.XLIV,  p.846. 


Cbap.  Lix.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  17 

and  I  reqxiest  that  a  similar  reward  be  conferred  on  Colonel  Beckwitli. 
Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton,  aide-de-camp  on  my  personal  staff,  has  held  the 
rank  of  captain  and  served  near  my  person  since  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
without  an  increase  of  rank.  Since  our  leaving  Nashville  in  April  last 
he  has  acted  as  an  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  I  recommend  he  be 
appointed  assistant  adjutant-general,  with  the  rank  of  major,  as  reward 
for  his  constant  services. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Special,        ^        Hbadqtjaeters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  5.  )  Savannah,  Ga,,  January  5, 18C5. 

VII.  Maj.  C.  Landgraeber,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  acting 
chief  of  artillery.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  is  relieved  from  such  duty 
and  will  forthwith  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  his  regiment  at 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.  United  States  Government  transports  and  quarter- 
master's department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
•  »***** 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  2.  )  Savannah,  6a.,  January  5, 1865. 

The  troops  of  this  command  will  move  to-morrow  morning  (January 
0)  to  Thunderbolt,  to  embark  on  transports  as  follows: 

I.  The  First  Brigade,  Col.  B.  F.  Potts  commanding,  will  be  prepared 
to  embark  by  daylight,  or  as  soon  as  boats  are  in  readiness. 

II.  The  Third  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap  commanding,  will 
move  at  8  a.  m, 

III.  The  First  Minnesota  Battery,  Captain  Clayton,  will  follow  the 
Third  Brigade. 

IV.  The  division  supply  train  will  follow  the  battery. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith : 

chas.  h.  brush. 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  G.,  January  5, 1865. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
Admiral:  I  desire  through  you  to  express  my  thanks  to  Acting 
Master  Ogilvie,  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  John  Griffith,  for  his  promptness 
in  coming  to  my  assistance  while  aground  in  Wassaw  Sound  on  the 
steamer  W.  W.  Coit,  and  for  his  services  in  piloting  the  steamer  into 
the  Wilmington  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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FoET  Monroe,  January  6,  1865 — 3  p.  m. 

General  Grant: 

I  arrived  here  an  hour  ago  en  route  for  Savannah,  by  way  of  Hilton 
Head,  and  shall  remain  until  to-morrow.  Have  you  any  word  you  wish 
to  send,  or  any  military  news"?  Quartermaster-General,  Townsend, 
and  Barnes  are  with  me. 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Monroe,  January  6,  1805 — 5  p.  m. 

General  Grant: 

Mrs.  Foster  wants  the  general  to  be  sent  to  Baltimore  for  an  opera- 
tion on  his  leg.  I  am  in  favor  of  gratifying  her.  Is  there  any  good 
man  that  can  be  assigned  to  that  command?  If  there  is  I  will  relieve 
hiin  while  there  and  make  the  appointment. 

B.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  6,  1865 — 5.30  p.  ni. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
I  am  just  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Sherman,  asking  me  to  re-enforce 
Foster  so  that  he  will  not  be  compelled  to  leave  a  division  of  his  army 
there.  Please  say  to  Sherman  that  I  will  send  the  division  now  embark- 
ing at  Baltimore.  They  probably  will  reach  him  two  days  after  you 
do.  I  wrote  to  Sherman  some  time  ago  to  direct  Foster  to  organize 
negro  troops  to  do  garrison  duty.  Please  say  to  Sherman  that  if  Foster 
will  go  to  work  and  organize  colored  troops  they  can  garrisou  the  forts 
and  islands,  leaving  all  of  his  white  troops  for  Savannah  and  the  camp 
at  Pocotaligo,  enabling  the  division  which  I  now  seud  to  return  in  the 
spring,  if  necessary. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  6,  1865—8.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Fort  Monroe  : 
General  Logan  or  Ord,  either,  will  be  good  men  to  relieve  Foster. 

tJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  Genera  I. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  6, 1865. 
His  Excellency  President  Lincoln, 

Washington : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  gratified  at  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  December 

26,*  at  the  hands  of  General  Logan,  especially  to  observe  that  you 

appreciate  the  division  I  made  of  iny  army,  and  that  each  part  was 

duly  proportioned  to  its  work.    The  motto,  "Nothing  venture,  nothing 

'  SeeVol.  XLIV,  p.  809. 
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win,"  which  you  refer  to,  is  most  appropriate,  and  should  I  venture  too 
much  and  happen  to  lose  1  shall  bespeak  your  charitable  inference.  I 
am  ready  for  the  "  great  next "  as  soon  as  1  can  complete  certain  pre- 
liminaries and  learn  of  General  Grant  his  and  your  preferences  of  inter- 
mediate "objectives." 

With  great  respect,  your  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  6,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General,  WasJiington,  D.  C. : 
I  wish  you  would  push  grain  and  sucli  commissary  stores  as  may  be 
turned  over  to  your  department  for  transportation  to  Sherman  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  His  movements  depend  on  the  receipt  of 
these  articles.  After  about  the  loth  instant  it  is  desirable  that  a  large 
quantity  of  grain  and  commissary  stores  for  Sherman's  army  be  shipped 
on  schooners,  with  a  few  propellers  that  could  tow  them  in  case  of 
necessity.  They  should  report  to  Adnural  Porter,  who  will  watch  Sher- 
man's movements  and  send  supplies  whenever  needed. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  6,  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 

(Received  6.10  p.  m.) 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  McCallum, 

Superintendent  of  Military  Railroads  : 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  proceed  without  delay  to 
report  in  person  to  General  Sherman  at  Savannah,  or  wherever  he  may 
be  found. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Louisville,  January  6, 1865. 

(Received  11  a.  m.  7th.) 
General  D.  C.  McCallum  : 

I  am  here  on  my  way  to  Baltimore.    The  division  has  arrived,  and 
will  go  forward  to-night. 

W.  W.  WRIGHT, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  6,  1865. 
The  Officer  Comdg.  Confederate  Forces  in  South  Carolina: 
General:  I  send  you  herewith,  by  the  hand  of  Capt.  J.  C.  Auden- 
ricd,  of  my  staff,  a  list  of  persons  (about  200)  who  desire  to  leave  our 
lines.    I  will  send  them  by  steamer  under  flag  of  truce  to  the  Savan- 
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uah  Eiver  railroad  bridge,  or  the  Coosawhatcliie  Landing,  at  the  head 
of  Broad  Eiver,  as  soon  as  I  learn  which  point  will  be  most  acceptable 
to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General. 


General  Oedees,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Aemy  Ooeps, 

No.  3,  s  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  6,  1865. 

During  the  approaching  campaign  the  following  instructions  will  be 
observed : 

1.  Whenever  the  whole  corps  moves  upon  the  same  road  the  trees 
along  the  line  of  march  will  be  blazed  with  a  cross  -j-. 

2.  If  the  respective  divisions  move  on  separate  roads  the  trees  will 
be  blazed  as  follows :  For  the  First  Division,  cross  with  straight  dash 
over  ^;  for  the  Second  Division,  cross  with  straight  dash  under  ±;  tor 
the  Third  Division,  cross  with  straight  dash  on  right-hand  side  -W ;  for 
the  Fourth  Division,  cross  with  straight  dash  on  left-hand  side  W-. 

3.  If  more  than  one  division,  but  not  the  whole  corps,  move  upon  the 
same  road,  the  corps  cross  will  be  blazed  on  the  trees,  and  the  division 
mark,  according  to  the  divisions  present  will  be  added  thereto.  For 
instance,  for  the  First  and  Fourth  Divisions  moving  on  the  same  road, 
a  cross  with  a  dash  above  and  on  left-hand  side  \^.  For  Second,  Third, 
and  Fourth  Divisions  moving  on  same  road,  corps  cross  with  dash  on 
right  and  left  hand  side  and  under  it  Ht^ . 

Division  commanders  are  charged  with  the  promulgation  and  execu- 
tion of  this  order. 
By  Older  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Jos.  Osterhaus: 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Asgistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqes.  Fiest  Division,  Fourteenth  Aemy  Coeps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  6, 1865. 
Col.  D.  Miles,  ' 

Commanding  Third  Brig.,  First  Biv.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Colonel  :  You  will  at  once  move  with  your  brigade  to  Cherokee 
Hill,  on  the  road  leading  to  Ebenezer  Church  (and  the  same  road  on 
which  our  column  marched  until  within  five  miles  of  Savannah),  and 
on  arrivmg  there  you  will  relieve  a  brigade  of  General  Baird's  division 
guarding  the  stock  of  the  corps  grazing  in  that  vicinity.  You  will 
probably  be  relieved  to-morrow. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Heabquaetees  Middle  Militaey  Division 

-D        i.  n*-  •     r^  ,  ^  January  6, 1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Geovee, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps : 
Geneeal:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  proceed 
with  your  division  at  10  o'clock  to-day  via  the  railroad  to  the  city  of 
Baltimore.    On  your  arrival  at  the  city  of  Baltimore  you  will  without 
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delay  embark  your  troops  on  transports  already  tbere  in  readiness  for 
yon.  After  you  have  embarked  your  command  you  will  proceed  to 
Fortress  Monroe  and  there  rendezvous,  telegraphing  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant  immediately  on  your  arrival.  You  will  have  to  use  the 
utmost  vigilance  to  guard  against  desertion,  large  bounties,  and  the 
numerous  bounty  brokers  who  will  be  at  work. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  7, 1805. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Fortress  Monroe: 
Please  say  to  General  Sherman  I  do  not  regard  the  capture  of 
Charleston  as  of  any  military  importance.  He  can  pass  it  by,  unless 
in  doing  so  he  leaves  a  force  in  his  rear  which  it  will  be  dangerous  to 
have  there.  It  will  be  left  entirely  to  his  own  discretion  whether 
Charleston  should  be  taken  now. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Steamer  Nevada, 
Off  Fort  Monroe,  January  7, 1865 — 12.15  p.  m. 
General  Grant  : 

Have  just  received  your  telegram  of  this  date  and  will  communicate 
your  views  to  General  Sherman.    Will  be  off  in  half  an  hour.    With 
good  wishes  for  you, 
Yours,  truly, 

B.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  7, 1865. 

Admiral  Dahlgren, 

Savannah  River: 
Dear  Admiral:  The  letter  yon  send  me  is  from  Admiral  Porter,  at 
Beaufort,  N.  C.  1  am  not  certain  that  there  is  a  vessel  in  Port  Uoyal 
from  Admiral  Porter  or  I  would  write  him.  If  there  be  one  to  return 
to  him  I  beg  you  to  send  this,  with  a  request  that  I  be  advised  as  early 
as  possible  as  to  the  condition  of  the  railroad  from  Beaufort,  N.  C, 
back  to  New  Berne,  and  so  on  toward  Goldsborough ;  also  all  maps 
and  information  of  the  country  above  New  Berne;  how  many  cars  and 
locomotives  are  available  to  us  on  that  road ;  whether  there  is  good 
navigation  from  Beaufort,  N.  C,  via  Pamlico  Sound,  up  Neuse  Eiver, 
&c.  I  want  Admiral  Porter  to  know  that  I  expect  tobeireadytomove 
about  the  15th ;  that  I  have  one  head  of  column  across  Savannah  River  at 
this  point;  will  soon  have  another  at  Port  Royal  Ferry,  and  expect  to 
make  another  crossing  at  Sister's  Ferry.  I  still  adhere  to  my  plan 
submitted  to  General  Grant,  and  only  await  provisions  and  forage". 
The  more  I  think  of  the  affair  at  Wilmington  the  more  I  feel  ashamed 
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of  the  army  there;  but  Butler  is  at  fault,  and  he  alone.  Admiral  Por- 
ter fulfilled  his  share  to  admiration.  I  think  the  admiral  will  feel 
more  confidence  in  my  troops,  as  he  saw  us  carry  points  on  the  Missis- 
sippi where  he  had  silenced  the  fire.  All  will  turn  out  for  the  best  yet. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

.Major-  General. 


HnQES.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  6a.,  January  7,  1865. 
Mr.  Isaiah  Beasley  and  Others: 

Gentlemen:  By  direction  of  General  Sherman  I  have  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  dated  January  3.  He  has  also  had  an 
interview  with  the  bearer  of  the  same,  Mr.  liodgers.  He  wishes  me  to 
exi)ress  his  satisfaction  at  your  earnestness  and  progress,  and  wishes 
you  to  go  on  quietly  and  secretly  with  your  organization.  Keep  up  con  • 
stant  communication  witli  tlie  commanding  officer  here,  whoever  he 
may  be,  and  who  will  always  assist  you.  You  cannot  depend  on  Gen- 
eral Sherman  always  being  here,  but  you  will  meet  witU  encourage- 
ment from  our  officers.  You  had  better  send  in  at  times  some  of  those 
guerrillas  and  persons  who  give  you  trouble,  and  we  will  dispose  of 
them  as  prisoners  of  war,  or  if  they  are  guerrillas  and  bushwhackers 
will  banish  them  from  the  country  or  punish  them.  General  Kilpat- 
rick  will  be  informed  of  your  society  and  intentions,  and  you  can  feel 
assured  of  his  good  will  and  influence.  The  pass  you  have  proposed 
will  be  adopted,  and  General  Kilpatrick's  officers  will  be  notified. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Gamp. 


Special        ')         Headquarters  Depaktivient  and 
FiELD^  Orders,  \  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

J^o.  7.  )  Savannah,  Oa.,  January  7, 1865. 

******* 
II.  1.  Capt.  C.  B.  Eeese,  chief  engineer,  will  direct  the  pontoon  train, 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Golonel  Tweeddale,  to  at  once  proceed  to  Fort 
Thunderbolt,  preparatory  to  embarkation  to  Beaufort,  S.  0.,  to  which 
point  it  will  follow  the  Seventeenth  Corps  as  soon  as  transportation 
can  be  furnished. 

2.  Major  General  Osterhaus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
will  hold  his  command  in  readiness  to  move  to  Beaufort,  S.  C,  and  will 
send  one  division  to  Fort  Thunderbolt  Monday  morning,  the  9th  instant 
preparatory  to  embarkation.  The  remainder  of  his  command  will  fol- 
low as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  furnished.  He  will  continue  to 
furnish  the  necessary  daily  details  for  labor  on  the  fortifications  here- 
tofore ordered,  or  so  much  thereof  as  the  decreasing  number  of  his 
troops  present  will  admit,  relieving  each  divisi(m  when  ready  to  embark 
from  all  details  by  details  from  remaining  divisions. 

******  » 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquaeteks  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  7,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  orders  have  been  received  at  these  headquarters  looking  to  an 
early  embarkation  of  the  corps.  You  will  therefore  hold  your  division 
in  readiness  for  a  movement  by  water,  reducing  by  inspections  the 
baggage  of  the  command  to  a  proper  limit.  Division  quartermasters 
will  confer  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fort,  chief  quartermaster  for  the 
corps,  with  reference  to  transportation,  and  division  commissaries  with 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Carpenter  as  to  the  amount  of  rations  to  be  x^ro- 
cured.  When  the  order  for  the  embarkation  sliall  be  issued  it  will  be 
by  divisions,  and  all  details  then  absent  will  be  drawn  in,  tlieir  place 
being  supplied  by  others  from  the  remaining  divisions  of  the  corps. 
These  instructions  will  be  consioered  as  confidential. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Hazen,  Smith,  and  Corse.) 


Headquaeteks  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Mead,  S.  C,  January  7, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  late  Charleston 
paper,  and  the  report  of  a  deserter  from  the  Third  South  Carolina 
Cavalry.  It  appears  that  a  force  of  militia,  estimated  by  General 
Hatch  at  5,000  men,  is  assembling  at  or  near  Grahamville.  General 
Hatch  estimated  the  force  in  his  front  at  0,000  men.  He  thinks  prepa- 
rations are  in  progress  by  the  enemy  for  evacuating  the  country  near 
the  coast  and  as  far  north  as  the  Ashepoo  Kiver.  Reports  from  General 
Schimmelfennig,  at  Morris  Island,  statethattlieenemy  on  James  Island 
is  being  re-enforced.  I  shall  send  one  regiment  to  General  Schimmel- 
fennig at  once.  The  proclamation  of  the  governor  of  South  Carolina 
and  the  ofScial  orders  published  in  the  paper  show  that  the  State  is 
girding  up  her  loins  for  the  coming  fight.  '•  All  persons  capable  of 
bearing  arms  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  aud  sixty"  is  rather  trench- 
ing on  the  "  cradle  and  the  grave." 
Very  respectfully  aud  truly, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  January  7,  1865. 

Brig,  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding  Northern  District,  Morris  Island,  8.  C. : 
GeNjSRAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
ofticial  report  of  the  30th  ultimo,  inclosing  copy  of  an  intercepted  dis- 
patch in  regard  to  Fort  Fisher.*     I  am  directed  by  the  major-general 

*  See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  839. 
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commanding  to  state  that  he  does  not  approve  of  the  firing  on  the 
channel,  as  LieuteiiantGeneral  Grant  has  ordered  all  firing  to  cease 
except  for  important  reasons.  The  naval  battery  can  fire  as  much  as 
they  choose.  A  regiment  of  infantry  will  be  sent  to  report  to  you  for 
duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tlie  Field,  Savannah,  January  8,  1865. 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
General:  My  report  of  the  Savannah  campaign  is  finished.  In 
spite  of  my  urgency  the  map  is  not  yet  compiled,  and  the  report  of 
General  Slocum  is  not  yet  in,  so  I  must  let  the  Arago  depart  without 
sending  them.  But  as  you  are  in  possession  of  all  substantial  facts  I 
sui)pose  there  is  less  anxiety  for  specific  details.  I  am  now  moving  my 
troops  slowly  and  quietly  to  the  new  points,  from  which  I  can  converge 
rapidly  to  my  intended  place  of  concentration ;  but  I  must  have  more 
bread  and  oats,  but  hope  to  have  them  in  the  course  of  this  week. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
In  the  Field,  January  8, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Comdg.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  Savannah  : 
General  :  Your  dispatches,  per  Captain  Audenried,  were  received 
and  forwarded  to  Lieutenant  General  Hardee,  at  Charleston.  To  facil- 
itate the  matter  the  substance  was  also  telegraphed  him.  I  now  trans- 
mit herewith  his  response  to  your  communication,  and  also  a  dispatch 
to  myself  upon  the  same  subject,  which  will  explain  themselves. 
Eespectfnlly,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 
Major-General,  C.  S.  Army. 

tIncloBnre  No.  1.) 

HIT  ■  r^       w  m  c  Charleston,  January  7, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  a    i         • 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces : 

(Care  of  Major-General  Wheeler.) 
Your  communiwition  in  relation  to  the  point  at  which  the  citizens 
coming  into  our  hues  from  Savannah  shall  be  delivered  is  received 
I  request  that,  if  practicable,  they  be  sent  to  Charleston  Harbor.  If 
this  shall  not  meet  with  your  concurrence,  then  I  suggest  Purysburg, 
on  the  Savannah  Eiver,  as  the  place,  and  Wednesday,  11th  instant,  as 
the  time  of  dehverj'.  ' 

W.  J.  HAUDEE, 

Lieutenant-  General, 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Chauleston,  January  7, 1865. 
Major-General  Wheelek: 

General  Hardee  desires  you  to  inform  General  Sherman  that,  owing 
to  the  difficulty  in  transportation,  he  would  be  gratified  by  General 
Sherman  delivering  the  citizens  in  Charleston  Harbor. 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[January  8, 1865. — For  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  6,  Military  Division 
of  the  Mississippi  (Sherman's),  announcing  congratulatory  letters  from 
-President  Lincoln  and  General  Grant  for  services  rendered  during  the 
campaign  resulting  in  the  capture  of  Savannah  and  the  defeat  of  Hood's 
army  in  Tennessee,  &c.,  see  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  IC] 


Hdqes,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  8,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir:  Major-General  Osterhaus,  who  has  been  commanding  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  for  the  last  three  months  during  the  temporary 
absence  of  General  Logan,  feeling  a  delicacy  about  displacing  any  one 
of  the  admirable  division  commanders  of  the  corj)S,  has  concluded  to 
take  a  leave  of  absence,  now  that  General  Logan  has  returned,  and  to 
apply  for  assignment  elsewhere  at  the  expiration  of  the  leave.  I  wish 
to  commend  to  you  again  IVIajor-General  Osterhaus  for  a  brave,  ener- 
getic, and  faithful  soldier.  He  has  been  of  essential  service  to  me 
during  the  last  two  campaigns,  where  he  added  new  luster  to  a  repu- 
tation already  national.  If  you  could  assign  him  to  a  field  of  labor 
suited  to  his  taste  and  talents,  I  feel  sure  that  he  would  honor  the 
Government  and,i)erform  his  trust  with  assiduity. 

With  high  esteem,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O,  HOWAKD, 

Major-General. 


Provost-Marshal-General's  Office, 
Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  January  8, 1865. 
Statement  of  Joseph  Houston,  second  lieutenant.  Company  F,  Ninety- 
fifth  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  Setli  Wheaton,  second 
lieutenant,  Fifty-ninth  Eegiment  U.  S.  Infantry  (colored),  [who]  came 
into  tl'.e  lines  the  7th  instant: 

We  escaped  from  Columbia,  S.  C,  about  the  1st  instant,  struck  the 
Savannah  lliver  eleven  miles  below  Augusta,  and  came  down  in  a  dug- 
out. Passed  two  camps  of  deserters  from  Wheeler's  command  of  about 
100  men  each;  heard  of  another  camp  of  300  men;  were  informed  by  a 
free  negi'o  pilot,  who  furnished  us  a  chart  of  the  river,  that  about  3,000 
men  had  crossed  the  river  on  their  way  hojne;  after  crossing  most  of 
them  threw  away  their  arms  and  sold  their  horses.    Other  negroes 
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confirmed  tbis.  We  were  told  of  two  gun  boats  beinjr  at  Augusta. 
Tbese,  and  one  transport  Ave  passed  lying  near  Mathews'  Blufl",  were  said 
to  be  all  the  boats  now  on  the  river.  Keports  came  to  us  from  citizens 
and  negroes  all  along  the  river  that  when  General  Sherman  advanced 
Charleston  Avould  be  given  up  and  a  line  formed  from  Branch ville  to 
Mathews'  Blutt';  an  order  had  been  issued  by  General  Hardee  coiiscript- 
iiii;-  40,000  negroes  to  construct  works,  and  calling  upon  citizens  to 
remove  their  stock  north  of  this  liue.  All  the  troops  in  South  Oarolma 
were  said  to  be  concentrating  at  Branchville.  Negroes  told  us  that  all 
the  peoi)le  with  their  stock  were  moving  to  the  north  of  Branchville.  We 
passed  Mathews'  Blufl'  in  the  night;  saw  camp-tires  and  heard  voices; 
we  were  so  near  that  we  heard  one  man  remark  to  another,  "  Colonel,  I 
am  under  a  thousand  obligations  to  you."  The  distance  from  Mathews' 
Bluff  to  Branchville  is  called  thirty-live  miles.  We  judge  the  distance 
from  Savannah  to  the  Bluff  by  river  to  be  125  miles.  We  saw  no 
obstructions  in  the  river  below  the  Bluff'  except  at  one  point,  perhaps 
thirty  miles  from  there;  these  had  beeu  there  some  time  and  were  easily 
passed.  Above  the  river  there  is  but  one  bad  place,  which  is  called 
"Little  Hell." 
Taken  by — 

D.  W.  WHITTLE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  ProvostMarshal- General, 

Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

rindorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Depaktment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  January  8,  1865. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding. 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


Special        ^        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  [■  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  8.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  Jamtary  8, 1865. 

^  *****  If 

IX.  These  headquarters  will  remove  to  Beaufort,  S.  C,  to-morrow, 
the  9th  instant.  Lieut.  Col.  W.  E.  Strong,  assistant  inspector-general 
and  chief  of  staff",  will  remain  to  superintend  the  embarkation  of  the 
Fifteenth  Corps  and  perform  all  other  business  connected  with  the 
command,  which  completed,  he  will  report  to  the  major-general  com- 
manding. Captain  Keese,  chief  engineer,  will  remain  in  charge  of 
the  fortifications  until  further  orders.  Captain  Buel,  chief  ordnance 
officer;  Captain  Tearsoii,  chief  commissary  of  musters;  Asst.  Surg.  D. 
L.  Huntington,  assistant  medical  director,  and  Lieutenants  Taylor  and 
Stickney,  will  also  remain,  performing  the  duties  of  their  respective 
departments. 

****»»♦ 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Depaetment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Oa.,  January  8,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Louan, 

C'omniandi)ig  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  mHJor-general  connnaiiding  to  say 
tayou  that  the  inovemeiit  of  your  command  can  be  postponed  for  one 
day.  As  soon  as  the  tran.sportation  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps  has  been 
shipped  the  pontoon  bridge  will  be  transported.  There  will  be  no  need 
of  waiting-  until  the  entire  bridge  is  transported,  as  some  of  the  boats 
can  carry  nothing  but  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  E.  STRONG, 
Assistaiit  Inspector-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqks.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  4.  ]  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  8,  1865. 

1  hereby  assume  command  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.    All  orders 
and  iustructious  now  iu  force  will  continue  so  until  further  orders. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  G.  5  Savannah,  Ga.,  January «,  1865. 

I.  This  division  will  move  from  its  present  camji  to-morrow,  the  9th 
instant,  at  7  a.  m.,  taking  the  main  road  to  Thundeibolt,  the  First  Bri- 
gade iu  advance,  followed  by  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades,  respect- 
ively. The  brigade  transportation  will  march  in  rear  of  its  owu 
brigade.  The  ambulance  train  will  move  in  the  rear  of  the  divisiim, 
followed  by  the  division  train,  the  latter  under  the  direction  of  Cap- 
tain Schenk,  division  quartermaster.  The  regiments  from  this  com- 
mand now  doing  duty  in  the  city  will  be  relieved  by  other  troops 
today.  All  fatigue,  guard,  and  other  details  that  may  be  out  from  the 
different  brigades  will  rejoin  their  commands  to-morrow  in  town  to 
inarch  out  with  the  trooi)s  at  7  a.  m. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gon,  C.  K.  Woods: 

FEED.  H.  WILSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  8,  1865.     (Received  15th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General:  In  order  to  be  able  to  garrison  all  the  posts  in  this  depart- 
ment I  find  it  necessary  to  make  available  every  soldier  I  have.  For 
this  pnri)ose  I  would  respectfully  ask  permission  to  send  North  the 
rebel  oflicers,  prisoners  of  war,  that  were  sent  to  this  department  for 
retaliation.  These  now  number  about  500,  about  100  of  them  having 
been  exchanged  by  Colonel  Mulford  as  being  sick  and  unfit  for  service. 
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As  the  rebel  authorities  have  since  removed  our  prisoners  from  under 
fire  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  and  these  rebel  officers  being  accordingly 
removed  from  Morris  Island  to  this  post  and  Fort  Pulaski,  there  seems 
no  necessity  of  keeping  them  for  the  original  purpose  for  ^vhich  they 
were  sent,  as  General  Hardee  has  stated  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
to  expose  our  prisoners  to  the  Are  on  Charleston.  The  granting  of  the 
above  request  will  liberate  one  of  my  best  regiments  from  guard  duty 
and  make  it  available  for  service  in  the  field  or  garrison.  I  respect- 
fully request  to  be  informed,  if  yon  see  fit  to  grant  this  request,  to  what 
point  they  are  to  be  shipped. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 
Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  January  8,  1865.    (Received  15th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter* of  the  31st  ultimo  in  regard  to  the  organization  of  all  the  able- 
bodied  negroes  brought  in  by  General  Sherman's  army  to  this  depart- 
ment for  service  in  this  department,  and  beg  leave  to  express  my 
gratification  at  this  decision,  because  I  need  troops  for  garrison  duty 
very  much,  and  I  can  soon  make  these  men  available  for  that  duty.  I 
have  several  officers  whose  military  excellence  and  gallantry  fully 
entitle  them  to  promotion  to  be  officers  in  the  new  regiments.  I  antici- 
pate no  difficulty  whatever  in  organizing  these  regiments  and  in  obtain- 
ing most  excellent  officers.  I  will  report  the  appointments,  as  soon  as 
made,  for  confirmation  by  the  President.  In  obedience  to  your  direc- 
tion, as  soon  as  the  letter  was  received  I  submitted  it  to  (ieneral  Sher- 
man, who  desired  that  I  might  carry  out  the  order  as  soon  as  he  moved 
and  the  city  was  turned  over  to  my  connnand.  Until  such  time  he 
desired  the  services  of  all  the  negro  men  in  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment in  loading  and  unloading  vessels  and  in  other  preparations  for  a 
forward  movement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  8, 18G5.     (Received  15th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
tert  of  the  31st  ultimo  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  families  of  rebel 
officers  in  Savannah  beyond  our  lines.  In  obedience  to  your  directions 
I  at  once  showed  the  letter  to  General  Sherman,  who  desired  that  I 
might  execute  the  order  myself,  and  do  so  as  soon  as  his  army  had  left 

*  See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  847. 

*  See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  846. 
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and  the  city  turned  over  to  my  command.  I  will  accordingly  execute 
the  order  as  soon  as  I  am  placed  in  command  and  report  the  action  at 
once. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G,  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  ok  thk  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  January  9,  1865. 
General  L.  C.  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Savannah  : 
General:  I  have  undertaken  to  send  the  families  from  Savannah 
to  Charleston,  and  have  fixed  Wednesday,  the  11th  instant,  to  take 
them  on  board  at  our  wharves.  Captain  Audenried,  of  my  staff,  will 
conduct  the  business,  and  I  will  authorisse  any  expense  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  undertaking.  Please  give  public  notice  that  the  families 
who  choose  to  leave  Savannah  under  existing  orders  will  be  transported 
to  Charleston,  and  that  a  steamer  will  receive  them  at  such  a  time  at 
such  a  dock  on  Wednesday.  Place  the  steamer  at  the  disposal  of 
Captain  Audenried.  I  think  the  admiral  would  cheerfully  give  you 
the  use  of  the  Harvest  Moon,  and  Captain  Audenried  can  relieve  you 
of  all  details  by  simply  giving  him  the  necessary  means  and  authority. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  9, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler,  C.  S.  Army: 

General  :  Yours  of  January  8,  with  dispatches  inclosed,  is  received. 
I  will  send  the  families,  as  requested,  to  Charleston  Harbor,  and  give 
public  notice  that  a  steamer  will  take  them  on  board  here  on  Wednes- 
day, and  suppose  they  can  reach  the  anchorage  off  Charleston  next 
day;  but  should  any  delay  occur  it  will  arise  from  the  endless  excuses 
made  by  ladies,  which  General  Hardee  will  understand.  I  will  order 
my  quartermaster  to  have  a  steamer  at  the  wharf  all  Wednesday,  to 
transport  families  to  Charleston,  to  carry  a  small  guard  and  flag  to  our 
gun-boat  anchorage,  and  thence  to  such  point  as  the  naval  commander 
may  suggest. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Special        )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  7.  )  January  9, 1865. 

I,  The  First  Regiment  Alabama  Cavalry  Volunteers,  Col.  George  E. 
Spencer  commanding,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Depart- 
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ment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  is  assigned  to  the  cavalry  divis- 
ion of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Kilpatrick.  Colonel  Spencer  will  report  to  General 
Kilpatrick  for  instruction. 


* 


By  order  of  Maj. Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 
•^  L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  4.  j  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  9, 1865. 

I.  Capt.  L.  H.  Everts,  assistant  adjutant-general,  having  returned 
from  absent  sick,  will  at  once  resume  his  duties  as  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  this  division,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
All  reports,  official  communications,  &c.,  will  therefore  herealter  be 
addressed  to  him. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse : 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  9,  1865. 

Maj.  Geu.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  1  have  directed  the  Miith  Illinois  to  remain  here  for  the 
present  and  drive  some  cattle  that  belong  to  us,  in  company  with  the 
Left  Wing.  I  find  that  General  Sherman  intends  to  give  the  First 
Alabama  to  Kilpatrick  and  possibly  the  Ninth  Illinois.  I  have  resisted 
the  latter  transfer. 


KespectfuUy, 


O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  1  7th  Army  Corps, 

No.  3.  J  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  9,  1865. 

I.  This  command  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  9  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning  to  the  camp  selected  to  day,  the  First  Brigade  taking  the  left 
of  the  road  and  the  Third  the  right. 

II.  The  necessary  wagons  will  be  at  these  headquarters  at  8.30  a.m., 
and  will  be  called  for  by  the  brigade  quartermaster. 

III.  Each  regiment  will  fix  up  a  comfortable  camp  and  dig  wells  for 
water,  instead  of  using  the  stagnant  water  in  the  swamp.  Brigade  com- 
manders will  send  word  by  the  bearer  the  smallest  number  of  wagons 
that  they  will  require,  and  leave  a  permanent  detail  of  one  commis- 
sioned officer,  a  suitable  number  of  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
fifty  men  to  report  to  Cajitain  Moore,  at  these  headquarters,  to  unload 
the  transportation  when  it  arrives. 

By  order  ot  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith : 

chas.  h.  brush, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqks.  Twentieth  Corps,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  9, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Sir:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  through  our  lines  of 
three  citizens,  employes  of  the  Georgia  Central  liailroad  Company,  two 
from  Macon  and  one  from  Augusta.  They  report  the  road  in  running 
order  from  Macon  to  Gordon,  on  the  1st  of  January,  which  was  all  to 
be  repaiied,  for  the  tini6  being,  of  this  road.  The  authorities  were  pre- 
l)aring  the  Macon  and  Atlanta  road  for  the  purpose  of  opening  com- 
nnmication  with  Augusta,  and  had,  on  the  25th  ultimo,  still  thirty 
miles  torepnir.  They  were  not  repairing  the  West  Pointroad.  The  line 
was  to  be  via  Columbus,  Macon,  and  Atlanta  to  Augusta.  Railroad  iron 
was  very  scarce,  and  it  was  doubtful  Avhether  they  had  sufficient  to  com- 
plete their  line.  The  bridge  over  the  Oconee  liiver,  on  the  Atlanta  and 
Augusta  read,  was  not  yet  repaind,  and  the  authorities  were  at  great 
loss  for  sawed  timber,  their  mills  all  having  been  burned.  The  road 
would  not  be  in  running  order  for  a  month  or  more.  The  Augusta 
pajiers  of  the  4th  had  in  them  a  telegram,  partly  official,  announcing 
the  death  of  General  Hood.  It  was  not  considered  true.  The  latest 
telegrams  received  and  published  reported  liis  army  endeavoring  to 
cross  the  Tennessee,  but  had  been  prevented  by  flood  and  loss" of  pon- 
toons. Much  anxiety  was  felt  for  this  army.  All  kinds  of  rumors  pre- 
vailed concerning  Lee's  army,  as  to  evacuating  Eichmond,  re  enforcing 
the  forces  in  South  Carolina,  &c.  There  seemed  to  be  no  authority  for 
any.  The  garrison  in  and  around  Augusta  seemed  to  number  about 
1,0(10.  General  Pry  was  commanding  the  post.  Considerable  force  was 
reported  at  Branchville.  Telegraph  line  was  up  from  Augusta  to  Macon, 
I  a,m,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WAEHAM  PARKS, 
Major  and  Provost-Marshal,  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  9,  1865.     (Received  15th.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Stuff,  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General  :  Tlie  latest  reports  from  deserters,  refugees,  flags  of  truce, 
and  the  rumors  of  the  citizens  of  Savannah  (whence  I  have  just 
returned,  having  gone  for  General  Sherman's  mail),  are  to  tbe  etfect 
that  several  counties  of  Geoigia  have,  by  meetings,  declared  their 
desire  to  join  the  Union,  and  I'orwarded  copies  of  their  proceedings 
to  General  Sherman;  that  one  regiment  of  old  troops,  stationed  at 
Grahamville,  has  thrown  down  its  arms  and  returned  to  Geoigia;  that 
the  governor  of  Georgia,  Governor  Brown,  has  testified  his  disposition 
to  return  to  the  Union,  and  that  he  is  willing  to  submit  the  question  to 
the  vote  of  the  people;  and  that  the  Georgia  Reserves  at  Augusta  have 
disbanded  and  gone  home.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  holding  of 
the  Union  meetings  in  several  counties.  In  one  of  them,  Thomas 
County,  a  fight  took  place  and  the  Unionists  whipped.  The  other 
reports  are  credible,  but  not  fully  confirmed.  There  is  evidently  a 
great  struggle  going  on  in  the  public  sentiment  of  the  Georgians,  and 
the  question  seems  to  be  how  much  they  dare  risk  in  declaring  their 
sentiments  in  favor  of  reconstruction. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours,  ^   ^   FOSTER 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


32  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.        (Chap.  LIX. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Mead,  8.  C,  January  9,  1865. 
Eear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclmding  Squadron. ■ 
Admiral:  I  bave  tlie  honor  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  one  or 
two  armed  tugs,  in  addition  to  the  gun-boat  at  Tulliflnny  Landing,  to 
cover  the  embarkation  of  General  Hatch's  force.    This  embarkation 
will  take  i)lace  between  two  and  five  days  from'  this  time. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  January  10,  1865. 
Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Washington : 
The  following  items  are  found  in  to-day's  Eichmond  papers : 

THE   FIRK  AT  CHARLOTTE. — ADDITIONAL  PARTICULARS. 

Charlotte,  January  9. 
The  fire  which  occurred  here  Saturday  morning  was  tlie  result  of  accident.  The 
paymaster's  office,  in  which  the  fire  originated,  the  Government  warehouses,  includ- 
ing the  quartermaster's  and  commissary  ofiices,  and  a  portion  of  the  North  Carolina 
and  Charlotte  and  South  Carolina  depot  huildings  were  burned.  The  loss  was  at 
first  estimated  as  high  as  $20,000,000  in  present  currency,  but  has  since  been  greatly 
reduced  by  the  quantity  of  grain,  sugar,  &c.,  saved  from  the  ruins. 

Charleston,  Januunj  S. 

A  dispatch  from  Graham's,  dated  12  p.  m.,  says: 

"  No  news  from  the  enemy  this  morning.  A  gentleman  just  from  Savannah  reports 
that  Sherman  has  sent  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  round  to  Beaufort  to  co  operate 
with  Foster's  troops  between  Pocot.aligo  and  Coosawhatchie." 

Charleston,  January  9. 
Nothing  received  from  below  to-day.    A  dispatch  from  Macon  reports  the  enemy 
1,000  or  2,000  strong,  with  wagons  and  artillery,  on  the  Ohoopec  Kiver,  moving  in 
the  direction  of  Southwestern  Georgia.     General  Josepli  E.  Johnston  was  in  Colum- 
bia, S.  C,  on  the  5th  instant. 

SUPPLIES   AND   RAILROADS. 

A  fire  has  occurred  in  a  Government  store-house  at  Charlotte,  in  North  Carolina. 
It  contained  40,000  bushels  of  com,  only  10,000  bushels  of  which  was  saved,  and  that 
in  a  parched  condition ;  also  some  sugar,  no  meat.  This  is  the  loss.  By  what  means 
it  was  caused,  whether  by  the  agency  of  a  Yankee  incendiary  or  simple  negligence 
of  a  guard,  is  not  yet  ascertained.  The  public  attention  is  much  more  engaged  with 
the  general  facts  that  vast  accumulations  of  supplies  are  made  in  that  quarter 
which  are  not  forwarded  to  the  army  with  the  diligence  required  by  the  present 
condition  of  affairs.  The  fault  is  evidently  in  the  railroads  between  Richmond  and 
Greensborough,  and  the  blame  has  generally  been  laid  on  the  Richmond  and  Dan- 
ville Company. 

LATEST   FROM  THIS   SOUTH  AND   SOUTHWEST. 

The  following  dispatch  has  been  received  at  the  War  Department  from  Macon  Ga  • 
"General  Hood  reports  from  Tupelo,  January  6,  186.5,  that  Thomas  appeared 'to  lie 
moving  up  the  Tennessee  River.     Until  9  a.  m.  oa  the  5th  scouts  report  six  "run- 
boats  and  sixty  transports  had  passed  Savannah,  going  toward  Eastport,  loaded 
with  troops  and  supplies. 

"G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

"  Major-General." 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  Qeneral. 
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Special       J   Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Orders,  ^  in  the  Field,  Savannah,  6a., 

^o.  8.  )  January  10, 1865. 

IV,  Capt.  Piatt  M.  Thorne,  Company  H,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth 
Eegiment  NeT\^  York  Infantry  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned  as  chief  of 
ordnance  for  the  Left  Wing,  and  will  report  for  duty  to  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W. 
Slocum,  commanding. 

******* 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman : 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aidede-Camp, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  10, 1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  I  have  allowed  the  corps  commanders  of  this  army  to  raise  a 
colored  regiment  each  for  pioneer  work.  The  Seventeenth  Corps  has 
succeeded  in  raising  about  800  men.  I  respectfully  request  the  same 
authority  to  appoint  officers  for  these  organizations  as  that  received 
by  the  commanding  general  Department  of  the  South.  The  regimental 
organization  is  superior  to  the  ordinary  pioneer  force,  commanded  by 
detailed  ofBcers,  and  is  much  better  in  point  of  economy. 
Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

MajorGeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  10, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  I  feel  surprised,  after  the  precautions  that  have  been 
taken  by  yourself  and  officers,  to  find  that  many  depredations  have 
been  committed  near  this  place,  and  certain  things  done  that  would 
disgTace  us  even  in  the  enemy's  country,  e.  g.,  the  robbing  of  some 
negroes  and  abusing  their  women.  Please  ascertain,  if  possible, 
approximately,  the  amount  of  damage  wantonly  committed  on  the 
island,  and  have  it  assessed  on  the  brigade  or  regiment  guilty. 
Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOW^ARD, 

Major-General. 


CiECULAR.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  6a.,  January  10, 1865. 

The  attention  of  division  and  subordinate  commanders  in  this  corps 
is  again  called  to  the  necessity  of  immediately  putting  their  commands 
in  readiness  for  another  campaign.  The  men  must  be  thoroughly 
clothed  and  equipped.  Requisitions  must  be  at  once  made  on  the 
quartermaster's  and  ordnance  departments  to  put  the  command  in 
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condition  for  active  service.    This  must  be  attended  to  immediately,  as 
oui'  stay  here  will  probably  be  short,  and  when  the  time  arrives  the 
command  will  move,  whether  in  readiness  or  not. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen,  A.  S.  Williams: 

H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


McIntosh  Coxjntt,  January  11,  1805. 
Major  General  Sheeman, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Army : 
The  undersigned,  justices  of  the  Inferior  Court  for  the  county  of 
Mcintosh,  have  been  expecting,  since  our  county  and  its  neighborhood 
are  in  the  possession  of  your  troops,  to  receive  from  you  such  a  procla- 
mation as  would  define  our  jjresent  position,  in  obedience  to  which  we 
would  receive  protection  in  our  destitute  situation.  Disappointed  in 
our  expectation,  in  compliance  with  sundry  applications  from  the  suffer- 
ing families  of  our  county,  we  have  appointed  one  of  our  body,  Justice 
O.  C.  Hopkins,  together  with  any  one  or  more  of  our  citizens  who  may 
volnnteer  to  accompany  him,  instructing  them  to  wait  on  you,  explain 
our  situation  and  the  object  of  their  visit  to  you,  respectfully  asking  of 
your  kindness  a  friendly  reception  and  protection  in  their  behalf. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurance  of  our  sincere  consideration.  In 
testimony  whereof  we  ha^e  hereto  affixed  our  official  signatures  and 
the  seal  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  the  county  of  Mcintosh  this  11th  day 
of  January,  1865. 

P.  DE  L.  CHAETIN,  J.  I.  C. 
O.  C.  HOPKINS,  J.  I.  C. 
W.  MIDDLETON.  J.  I.  G. 


Special  Oedees,  )  Wae  Depaetment, 

No.  — .  )  Savannah,  6a.,  January  11, 1865. 

The  medical  purveying  depot  of  the  Department  of  the  South  will 
continue  at  Hilton  Head,  any  previous  orders  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Geneeal      ^  Headqtjaetees  Depaetment  and 

Field  Oedees,  S  Aemy  op  the  Tennessee, 

^o.  3.  )  Beavfort,  S.  C,  January  11,  1865. 

The  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  army  are  reminded  that  all  the  land 
on  this  island  (Port  Eoyal)  either  belongs  to  the  United  States  or  is 
owned  by  people  loyal  to  our  Government  and  friendly  disposed  toward 
its  soldiers,  and  it  is  therefore  incumbent  on  them  to  afford  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  district  the  kindest  personal  treatment  and  protection  for 
their  property.  Personal  abuse  of  the  people  will  be  most  severely 
punished,  and  the  amount  of  damage  wantonly  and  unlawfully  done 
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to  tlieir  property  •will  be  assessed  to  and  collected  from  the  individuals 
guilty,  if  they  can  be  ascertained,  and  from  companies,  regiments,  bri- 
gades, divisions,  and  corps,  as  the  case  may  be,  if  the  parties  respon- 
sible are  not  found  and  reported. 

This  order  will  be  read  to  every  regiment,  battery,  and  detachment 
of  this  command  at  parade  for  three  successive  days. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAKT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        ^         Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

No.  9.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  11, 1865. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will 
make  every  preparation  to  cross  the  Whale  Branch  of  Ooosaw  Kiver  at 
daylight  on  Friday  morning,  the  13th  instant.  The  pontoons  will  belaid 
at  Port  Eoyal  Ferry  and  the  first  troops  that  cross  will  construct  a 
small  bridge  head.  Just  as  soon  as  his  command  can  cross  General 
Blair  will  push  on  and  secure  Pocotaligo.  Such  portion  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Corps  as  may  have  in  the  meantime  arrived  will  follow  the 
Seventeenth  Corps  and  support  the  movement.  The  troops  will  carry 
three  days'  rations  in  haversack. 

*  ****** 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAKT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- (reneral. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  8.  )  Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  11, 1865. 

III.  This  command  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  daylight  on  Friday 
morning  (the  13th  instant)  with  three  days'  rations  in  haversacks.    The 
ordnance  train  will  be  taken  with  the  command.    The  supply  train  will 
remain  in  its  present  position  until  further  orders. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLB,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- Geiieral. 


Special        )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  10.  )  January  12,  1865, 

I.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  L,  C.  Easton,  chief  quartermaster,  will  turn  over 
to  Simeon  Draper,  esq.,  agent  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury  Department,  all 
cotton  now  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  prize  of  war,  taking  his  receipt  for 
the  same  in  gross  for  quantity  and  returning  for  it  to  the  Quarter- 
master-General. He  will  also  afford  Mr.  Draper  all  the  facilities  in  his 
power  in  the  way  of  transportation,  labor,  «&c.,  to  enable  him  to  handle 
the  cotton  with  expedition. 
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II.  General  Easton  will  also  turn  over  to  Mr.  Draper  the  custom- 
house, aud  such  other  buildings  iu  the  city  of  Savannah  as  he  may 
need  in  the  execution  of  his  ofBce. 

******* 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman :  ^    ^    dAYTOF,         • 

Aide-dt-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  12,  1865. 

Major-General  Halleck: 

My  Dear  Friend:  I  received  yours  of  January  1*  about  the 
"negro."  Since  Mr.  Stanton  got  here  we  have  talked  over  all  matters 
freely,  and  I  deeply  regret  that  I  am  threatened  with  that  curse  to  all 
peace  aud  comfort— popularity ;  but  I  trust  to  bad  luck  enough  in  the 
future  to  cure  that,  for  1  know  enough  of  "  the  people"  to  feel  that  a 
single  mistake  made  by  some  of  my  subordinates  will  tumble  Aowa 
my  fame  into  infamy. 

But  the  nigger?  Why,  in  God's  name,  can't  sensible  men  let  him 
alone?  "When  the  people  of  the  South  tried  to  rule  us  through  the 
negro,  and  became  insolent,  we  cast  them  down,  aud  on  that  question 
we  are  strong  and  unanimous.  Neither  cotton,  the  negro,  nor  any 
single  interest  or  class  should  govern  us. 

But  I  fear,  if  you  be  right  that  that  power  behind  the  throne  is  grow- 
ing, somebody  must  meet  it  or  we  are  again  involved  in  war  with 
another  cla88"^of  fanatics.  Mr.  Lincoln  has  boldly  and  well  met  the 
one  attack,  now  let  him  meet  the  other. 

If  it  be  insisted  that  I  shall  so  conduct  my  operations  that  the  negro 
alone  is  consulted,  of  course  I  will  be  defeated,  and  then  where  will  be 
Sambo? 

Don't  military  success  imply  the  safety  of  Sambo  and  vice  versa? 
Of  course  that  cock-and-bull  story  of  my  turning  back  negroes  that 
"Wheeler  might  kill  them  is  all  humbug.  I  turned  nobody  back. 
Jeff.  0.  Davis  did  at  Ebenezer  Creek  forbid  certain  plantation  slaves — 
old  men,  women,  and  children — to  follow  his  column;  but  they  would 
come  along  and  he  took  up  his  pontoon  bridge,  not  because  he  wanted 
to  leave  them,  but  because  he  wanted  his  bridge. 

He  and  Slocum  both  tell  me  that  they  don't  believe  "Wheeler  killed 
one  of  them.  Slocum's  column  (30,000)  reports  17,000  negroes.  Now, 
with  1,200  wagons  and  the  necessary  impedimenta  of  an  army,  over- 
loaded with  two-thirds  negroes,  five-sixths  of  whom  are  helpless,  and 
a  large  proportion  of  them  babies  and  small  children,  had  I  encountered 
an  enemy  of  respectable  strength  defeat  would  have  been  certain. 

Tell  the  President  that  in  such  an  event  defeat  would  have  cost  him 
ten  thousand  times  the  effort  to  overcome  that  it  now  will  to  meet  this 
new  and  growing  pressure. 

I  know  the  fact  that  all  natural  emotions  swing  as  the  pendulum. 
These  southrons  pulled  Sambo's  pendulum  bo  far  over  that  the  danger 
is  it  will  on  its  return  jump  off  its  pivot.  There  are  certain  people 
who  will  find  fault,  and  they  can  always  get  the  pretext;  but,  thank 
God,  I  am  not  running  for  an  office,  and  am  not  concerned  because  the 
rising  generation  will  believe  that  I  burned  500  niggers  at  one  pop  iu 

*  General  Halleok's  copy  is  dated  December  30,  1864;  see  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  836. 
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Atlanta,  or  any  such  nonsense.  I  profess  to  be  the  best  kind  of  a 
friend  to  Sambo,  and  think  that  on  sueh  a  question  Sambo  should  be 
consulted. 

They  gather  round  me  in  cro\f  ds,  and  I  can't  find  out  whether  I  am 
Moses  or  Aaron,  or  which  of  the  prophets;  but  surely  I  am  rated  as  one 
of  the  congregation,  and  it  is  hard  to  tell  in  what  sense  I  am  most  ap- 
preciated by  Sambo— in  saving  him  from  his  master,  or  the  new  master 
that  threatens  him  with  anew  species  of  slavery,  I  mean  State  recruit- 
ing agents.  Poor  negro— Lo,  the  ix)or  Indian!  Of  course,  sensible 
men  understand  such  humbug,  but  some  power  must  be  invested  in 
our  Government  to  check  these  wild  oscillations  of  public  opinion. 

The  South  deserves  all  she  has  got  for  her  injustice  to  the  negro,  but 
that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  go  to  the  other  extreme. 

I  do  and  will  do  the  best  I  can  for  negroes,  and  feel  sure  that  the 
problem  is  solving  itself  slowly  and  naturally.  It  needs  nothing  more 
than  our  fostering  care.  1  thank  you  for  the  kind  hint  and  will  heed 
it  so  far  as  mere  appearances  go,  but,  not  being  dependent  on  votes,  I 
can  afford  to  act,  as  far  as  my  influence  goes,  as  a  fly  wheel  instead  of  a 
mainspring. 

With  respect,  &c.,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 


War  Depabtment, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  January  13,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General  : 
SiE:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  assume  the  charge  ot 
the  captured  cotton  in  this  city  and  provide  for  its  proper  care  and  pres- 
ervation until  further  orders.  You  will  consider  yourself  charged  with 
the  duty  of  having  sufficient  guards  and  precautions  for  its  security, 
and  will  apply  to  the  commanding  general  for  any  force  required.  You 
will  also  detail  a  competent  quartermaster  for  the  special  duty  of  seeing 
to  its  being  turned  over  and  receipted  for  by  agents  of  the  Treasury 
Department. 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Minutes  of  an  interview  between  the  colored  ministers  and  church  officers 
at  Savannah  with  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Major-General  Sherman. 

Headquarters  of  Major-General  Sherman, 

In  the  City  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Thursday  evening, 

January  12, 1865 — 8  p.  m. 

On  the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  12th  day  of  January,  1865,  the  fol- 
lowing persons  of  African  descent  met,  by  appointment,  to  hold  an 
interview  with  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Major-General 
Sherman,  to  have  a  conference  upon  matters  relating  to  the  freedmen  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  to  wit: 

1.  William  J.  Campbell,  aged  fifty -one  years,  born  in  Savannah; 
slave  until  1849,  and  then  liberated  by  will  of  his  mistress,  Mrs.  Mary 
Marwell;  for  ten  years  pastor  of  tbe  First  Baptist  Oburch  of  Savannah, 
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numbering-  about  1,800  members;  average  congregation,  1,900;  the 
church  property,  belonging  to  the  congregation  (trustees  white),  worth 
$18,000. 

2.  John  Cox,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  born  in  Savannah;  slave  until 
1849,  when  he  bought  his  freedom  for  $1,100;  pastor  of  the  Second 
African  Baptist  Church;  in  the  ministry  fifteen  years;  congregation, 
1,222  persons;  church  property,  worth  $10,000,  belonging  to  the  con- 
gregation. 

3.~  Ulysses  L.  Houston,  aged  forty-one  years,  born  in  Grraharaville, 
S.  C;  slave  "until  the  Union  army  entered  Savannah;"  owned  by 
Moses  Henderson,  Savannah,  and  pastor  of  Third  African  Baptist 
Church,  congregation  numbering  400;  church  property,  worth  $5,000, 
belongs  to  congregation ;  in  the  ministry  about  eight  years. 

4.  William  Bentley,  aged  seventy-two  years,  bom  in  Savannah; 
slave  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  when  his  master,  John  Waters, 
emancipated  him  by  will;  pastor  of  Andrew's  Chapel,  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  (only  one  of  that  denomination  in  Savannah),  congrega- 
tion numbering  3G0  members;  church  property  worth  about  $20,000, 
and  is  owned  by  the  congregation;  been  in  the  ministry  about  twenty 
years;  a  member  of  Georgia  conference. 

5.  Charles  Bradwell,  aged  forty  years,  born  in  Liberty  County,  Ga.; 
slave  until  1851;  emancipated  by  will  of  his  master,  J.  L.  Bradwell; 
local  preacher,  in  charge  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  congregation 
(Andrew's  Chapel)  in  the  absence  of  the  minister;  in  the  ministry  ten 
years. 

6.  William  Gaines,  aged  forty-one  years,  born  in  Wills  County,  Ga.; 
slave  "until  the  Union  forces  freed  me;"  owned  by  Robert  Toombs, 
formerly  U.  S.  Senator,  and  his  brother,  Gabriel  Toombs;  local  preacher 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (Andrew's  Chapel) ;  in  the  ministry 
sixteen  years. 

7.  James  Hill,  aged  fifty-two  years,  born  in  Bryan  County,  Ga.; 
slave  "up  to  the  time  the  Union  army  come  in;"  owned  by  H.  F. 
Willings,  of  Savannah;  in  the  ministry  sixteen  years. 

8.  Glasgow  Taylor,  aged  seventy-two  years,  born  in  Wilkes  County, 
Ga.;  slave  "until  the  Union  army  come;"  owned  by  A.  P.  Wetter;  is 
a  local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (Andrew's  Chapel) ; 
in  the  ministry  thirty-five  years. 

9.  Garrison  Frazier,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  born  in  Granville  County, 
N.  C. ;  slave  until  eight  years  ago,  when  he  bought  himself  and  wife, 
paying  $1,000  in  gold  and  silver;  is  an  ordained  minister  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  but,  his  health  tailing,  has  now  chargeof  no  congregation;  has 
been  in  the  ministry  thirty-five  years. 

10.  James  Mills,  aged  fifty-six  years,  born  in  Savannah;  freeborn, 
and  is  a  licensed  preacher  of  the  First  Baptist  Church;  has  been  eight 
years  in  the  ministry. 

11.  Abraham  Burke,  aged  forty  eight  years,  born  in  Bryan  County, 
Ga.;  slave  until  twenty  years  ago,  when  he  bought  himself  for  $800; 
has  been  in  the  ministry  about  ten  years. 

12.  Arthur  Wardell,  aged  forty-four  years,  born  in  Liberty  County, 
Ga.;  slave  until  "freed  by  the  Union  army;"  owned  by  A.  A.  Solo- 
mons, Savannah,  and  is  a  licensed  minister  in  the  Baptist  Church •  has 
been  in  the  ministry  six  years.  ' 

13.  Alexander  Harris,  aged  forty-seven  years,  born  in  Savannah- 
freeborn;  licensed  minister  of  Third  African  Baptist  Church;  licensed 
about  one  mouth  ago. 
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14.  Andrew  Neal,  aged  sixty-one  years,  born  in  Savannah;  slave 
"until  tlie  Union  army  liberated  me;"  owned  by  Mr.  William  Gib- 
bous, and  has  been  deacon  in  the  Third  Baptist  Church  for  ten  years. 

15.  James  Porter,  aged  thirty -nine  years,  born  in  Charleston,  S.  C; 
freeborn,  his  mother  having  purchased  her  freedom;  is  lay  reader  and 
president  of  the  board  of  wardens  and  vestry  of  Saint  Stephen's  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  Colored  Church  in  Savannah;  has  been  in  communion 
nine  years;  the  congregation  numbers  about  200  persons;  the  church 
property  is  worth  about  $10,000,  and  is  owned  by  the  congregation. 

16.  Adolphus  Delmotte,  aged  twenty-eight  years,  born  in  Savannah; 
freeborn;  is  a  licensed  minister  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of 
Milledgeville,  congregation  numbering  about  300  or  400  persons ;  has 
been  in  the  ministry  about  two  years. 

17.  Jacob  Godfrey,  aged  fifty-seven  years, born  in  Marion,  S.  C. ;  slave 
"until  the  Union  army  freed  me;"  owned  by  James  E.  Godfrey,  Meth- 
odist preacher,  now  in  the  rebel  army;  is  a  class  leader  and  steward 
of  Andrew's  Chapel  since  183C. 

18.  John  Johnson,  aged  fifty-one  years,  born  in  Bryan  County,  Ga.; 
slave  "up  to  the  time  the  Union  army  came  here;"  owned  by  W.  W. 
Lincoln,  of  Savannah;  is  class  leader  and  treasurer  of  Andrew's 
Chapel  for  sixteen  years. 

19.  Eobert  N.  Taylor,  aged  fifty-one  years,  born  in  Wilkes  County, 
Ga. ;  slave  "to  the  time  the  Union  army  come;"  was  owned  by 
Augustus  P.  Wetter,  Savannah,  and  is  class  leader  in  Andrew's 
Chapel  for  nine  years. 

20.  James  Lynch,  aged  twenty -six  years,  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.; 
freeborn;  is  presiding  elder  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
missionary  to  the  Department  of  the  South;  has  been  seven  years  in 
the  ministry  and  two  years  in  the  South. 

Garrison  Frazier,  being  chosen  by  the  persons  present  to  express 
their  common  sentiments  upon  the  matters  of  inquiry,  makes  answers 
to  inquiries  as  follows: 

First.  State  what  your  understanding  is  in  regard  to  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress and  President  Lincoln's  proclamation  touching  the  condition  of 
the  colored  people  in  the  rebel  States. 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  undeistaDd  President  Lincoln's  proclamation  to  the  rebellions 
States,  it  is,  tliat  if  they  would  lay  down  their  arms  and  submit  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  before  the  Ist  of  January,  1863,  all  should  be  well,  but  if  they  did  not, 
then  all  the  slaves  in  the  rebel  States  should  be  free,  henceforth  and  forever.  That 
is  what  I  understood. 

Second.  State  what  you  understand  by  slavery,  and  the  freedom  that 
was  to  be  given  by  the  President's  proclamation. 

Aifswer.  Slavery  is  receiving  by  irresistible  power  the  work  of  another  man,  and 
not  by  his  consent.  The  freedom,  as  I  understand  it,  promised  by  the  proclamation 
is  taking  us  from  under  the  yoke  of  bondage  and  placing  us  where  we  could  reap 
the  fruit  of  our  own  labor  and  take  care  of  ourselves  and  assist  the  Government  in 
maintaining  our  freedom. 

Third.  State  in  what  manner  you  think  you  can  take  care  of  your- 
selves, and  how  can  you  best  assist  the  Government  in  maintaining 
your  freedom. 

Answer  The  way  we  can  best  take  care  of  ourselves  is  to  have  land,  and  turn 
in  and  till  it  by  our  labor— that  is,  by  the  labor  of  the  women,  and  children,  and  old 
men— and  we  can  soou  maintain  ourselves  and  have  something  to  spare ;  and  to  assist 
the  Government  the  young  men  should  enlist  in  the  service  of  the  Government,  and 
eerve  in  such  manner  as  they  may  be  wanted.    (The  rebels  told  us  that  they  piled 
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them  up  and  made  batteries  of  them,  and  sold  them  to  Cuba,  but  we  don't  believe 
that.)  We  want  to  be  placed  on  land  until  we  are  able  to  buy  it  and  make  it  our 
own. 

Fourth,  state  in  ^v^hat  manner  you  would  rather  live,  whether  scat- 
tered among  the  whites  or  in  colonies  by  yourselves  ? 

Answer.  I  would  prefer  to  live  by  ourselves,  for  there  is  a  prejudice  against  us  in 
the  South  that  will  take  years  to  get  over,  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  answer  for 
my  brethren. 

(Mr.  Lynch  says  he  thinks  they  should  not  be  separated,  but  live 
together.  All  the  other  persons  present  being  questioned,  one  by  one, 
answer  that  they  agree  with  "  Brother  Frazier.") 

Fifth.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  intelligence  enough  among  the 
slaves  of  the  South  to  maintain  themselves  under  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  equal  protection  of  its  laws,  and  maintain 
good  and  peaceable  relations  among  yourselves  and  with  your  neigh- 
bors! 

Answer.  I  think  there  is  sufficient  intelligence  among  us  to  do  so. 

Sixth.  State  what  is  the  feeling  of  the  black  population  of  the  South 
toward  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  what  is  the  understand- 
ing in  respect  to  the  present  war,  its  causes  and  object,  and  their  dis- 
position to  aid  either  side.    State  fully  your  views. 

Answer.  I  think  you  will  find  there  is  thousands  that  are  willing  to  make  any 
sacrifice  to  assist  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  while  ther«  is  also  many  that 
are  not  willing  to  take  up  arms.  I  do  not  suppose  there  is  a  dozen  men  that  is  opposed 
to  the  Government.  I  understand  as  to  the  war  that  the  South  is  the  aggressor. 
President  Lincoln  was  elected  President  by  a  majority  of  the  United  States,  which 
guaranteed  him  the  right  of  holding  the  oifice  and  exercising  that  right  over  the 
whole  United  States.  The  South,  without  knowing  what  he  would  do,  rebelled. 
The  war  was  commenced  by  the  rebels  before  he  came  into  the  office.  The  object  of 
the  war  was  not,  at  first,  to  give  the  slaves  their  freedom,  but  the  sole  object  of  tlie 
war  was,  at  first,  to  bring  the  rebellious  States  back  into  the  Union  and  their  loyalty 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Afterward,  knowing  the  value  that  waa  set  on  the 
slaves  by  the  rebels,  the  President  thought  that  his  proclamation  would  stimulate 
them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  reduce  them  to  obedience,  and  help  to  bring  back  the 
rebel  States,  and  their  not  doing  so  has  now  made  the  freedom  of  the  slaves  a  part  of 
the  war.  It  is  my  opinion  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  this  city  tliat  could  be  started 
to  help  the  rebels  one  inch,  for  that  would  be  suicide.  There  was  two  black  men 
left  with  the  rebels,  because  they  had  taken  .an  active  part  for  the  rebels,  and  thought 
something  might  befall  them  if  they  staid  behind,  but  there  is  not  another  man.  If 
the  prayers  that  have  gone  up  for  the  Union  army  could  be  read  out  you  would  not 
get  through  them  these  two  weeks. 

Seventh.  State  whether  the  sentiments  you  now  express  are  those 
only  of  the  colored  people  in  the  city,  or  do  they  extend  to  the  colored 
population  through  the  country,  and  what  are  your  means  of  knowing 
the  sentiments  of  those  living  in  the  country. 

Answer.  I  think  the  sentiments  are  the  same  among  the  colored  people  of  thfe  State. 
My  opinion  is  formed  by  personal  communication  in  the  course  ot  my  ministry,  and 
also  from  the  thousands  that  followed  the  Union  army,  leaving  their  homes  and 
undergoing  suffering.  I  did  not  think  there  would  be  so  many;  the  number  sur- 
passed my  expectation. 

Eighth.  If  the  rebel  leaders  were  to  arm  the  slaves  what  would  be  its 
effect? 

Answer.  I  think  they  would  fight  as  long  as  they  were  before  the  bayonet,  and 
just  as  soon  as  they  could  get  away  they  would  desert,  in  my  opinion. 

Ninth.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  feeling  of  the  colored  people 
about  enlisting  and  serving  as  soldiers  of  the  United  iStates,  and  what 
kind  of  military  service  do  they  prefer? 
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Answer.  A  large  nunibei  have  gone  as  soldiers  to  Port  Royal  to  be  drilled  and  put 
in  tlio  service,  and  I  think  there  is  thousands  of  the  yonng  men  that  will  enlist; 
there  is  something  about  them  that,  perhaps,  is  wrong;  they  have  suffered  so  long 
from  the  rebels  that  they  want  to  meet  and  have  a  cuanue  with  theiu  in  the  field. 
Some  of  them  want  to  shoulder  the  musket,  others  want  to  go  into  the  quartermaster 
or  the  commissary's  service. 

Tenth,  Do  you  understand  the  mode  of  enlistment  of  colored  persons 
in  the  rebel  States,  by  State  agents,  under  the  act  of  Congress  1  If  yea, 
state  what  your  understanding  is. 

Answer.  My  understanding  is  that  colored  persons  enlisted  by  State  agents  are 
enlisted  as  substitutes,  and  give  credit  to  the  States,  and  do  not  swell  the  army, 
because  every  black  man  enlisted  by  a  State  agent  leaves  a  white  man  at  home ;  and 
also,  that  larger  bounties  are  given  or  promised  by  the  State  agents  than  are  given 
by  the  States.  The  great  object  should  be  to  push  through  this  rebellion  the  shortest 
way,  and  there  seems  to  be  something  wanting  in  the  enlistment  by  State  agents, 
for  it  don't  strengthen  the  army,  but  takes  one  away  for  every  colored  man  enlisted. 

Eleventh.  State  what,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  best  way  to  enlist  col- 
ored men  for  soldiers. 

Answer.  I  think,  sir,  that  all  compulsory  operations  should  be  put  a  stop  to.  The 
ministers  would  talk  to  them,  and  the  young  men  would  enlist.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  it  would  be  far  better  for  the  State  agents  to  stay  at  homo,  and  the  enlistments 
to  be  made  for  the  United  States  under  the  direction  of  General  Sherman. 

In  the  absence  of  General  Sherman  the  following  question  was  asked: 
Twelfth.  State  what  is  the  feeling  of  the  colored  people  in  regard  to 
General  Sherman,  and  how  far  do  they  regard  his  sentiments  and 
actions  as  friendly  to  their  rights  and  interests,  or  otherwise. 

Answer.  We  looked  upon  General  Sherman,  prior  to  his  arrival,  as  a  man,  in  the 
providence  of  God,  specially  set  apart  to  accomplish  this  work,  and  wo  unanimously 
felt  inexpressible  gratitude  to  him,  looking  upon  him  as  a  man  that  should  bo  hon- 
ored for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty.  Some  of  us  called  upon  him  immedi- 
ately upon  his  arrival,  and  it  is  probable  ho  did  not  meet  the  Secretary  with  more 
courtesy  than  he  met  us.  His  conduct  and  deportment  toward  us  characterized  him 
as  a  friend  and  a  gentleman.  We  have  confidence  in  General  Sherman,  and  think 
that  what  concerns  ns  could  not  be  under  better  hands.  This  is  our  opinion  now 
from  the  short  acquaintance  and  intercourse  wo  have  had. 

(Mr.  Lynch  states  that,  with  his  limited  acquaintance  with  General 
Sherman,  he  is  unwilling  to  express  an  opinion.  All  others  i)resent 
declare  their  agreement  with  Mr.  Frazier  about  General  Sherman.) 

Some  conversation  upon  general  subjects  relating  to  General  Sher- 
man's march  then  ensued,  of  which  no  note  was  taken. 

War  DEPAETatENT,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  February  1, 1865. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  faithful  report  of 
the  questions  and  answers  made  by  the  colored  ministers  and  church 
members  of  Savannah  in  my  jjresence  and  hearing  at  the  chambers  of 
Major-General  Sherman,  on'the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  12th  day  of 
January,  1865,  The  questions  of  General  Sherman  and  the  Secretary 
of  AVar  were  reduced  to  writing  and  read  to  the  persons  present.  The 
answers  were  made  by  the  reverend  Garrison  Frazier,  who  was  selected 
by  the  other  ministers  and  church  members  to  answer  for  them.  The 
answers  were  written  down  in  his  exact  words,  and  read  over  to  the 
others,  who,  one  by  one,  expressed  his  concurrence  or  dissent,  as  above 

set  forth.  _ 

E.  D.  TOW^SEJS^D, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Special  Okdees,  )  "Wae  Department, 

jS^O.  — .  )  Savannah^  Ga.,  January  12,  1865. 

The  following  oflBcers  are,  by  direction  of  tlie  President,  hereby 
assigned  to  duty  according  to  their  brevet  rank: 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  11.  "Woods,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen, 
John  M.  Corse,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith, U.  S. 
Volunteers;  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Judson 
Kiipatrick,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary,  U.  S. 
Volunteers;  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  Absalom  Baird,  II.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  T. 
Clark,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Woods,  U.  S. 
Volunteers  (colonel  Seventy-sixth  Ohio  Volunteers) ;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen. 
Ario  Pardee,  jr.,  U.  S.  Volunteers  (colonel  One  hundred  and  forty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers) ;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Barnum, 
U.  S.  Volunteers  (colonel  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers); Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  P.  Buell,  U.  S.  Volunteers  fcolonel 
Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers);  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Ketchani, 
U.  S.  Volunteers  (colonel  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York  Volun- 
teers); Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Cogswell,  U.  S.  Volunteers  (colonel 
Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers) ;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  C.  Hobart,  TJ. 
S.  Volunteers  (colonel  Twenty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteers);  Bvt.  Brig. 
Gen.  B.  D.  Fearing,  U.  S.  Volunteers  (colonel  Ninety-second  Ohio  Vol- 
unteers); Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Smith  D.  Atkins,  U.  S.  Volunteers  (colonel 
Ninety-second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry). 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General       ^  Headqtjakteks  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  4.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  12, 1865. 

Capt.  P.  A.  Taylor,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  having  reported  to 
the  major-general  commanding,  in  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No. 
343,  War  Department,  October  12,  1864,  will  immediately  assume  com- 
mand and  direction  of  the  signal  detachment  of  this  army,  relieving 
Capt.  J.  M.  McClintock,  acting  chief  signal  officer,  therefrom.  The 
major-general  commanding  desires  to  express  to  Captain  McClintock 
his  apjireciation  of  the  services  rendered  by  him  during  the  late  cam- 
paign in  Georgia. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General      ^  Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

^f»-  5.  )  Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  12,  1865. 

The  general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  takes  great 

pleasure  in  promulgating  the  following  congratulatory  order  of  Major- 

General  Sherman,  and  in  connection  with  it  he  wishes  to  renew  the 

expressions  of  grateful  acknowledgment  due  the  officers  and  soldiers 
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of  tins  command  for  the  prominent  part  they  have  so  successfully  borne 
in  the  extensive  and  important  operations  referred  to  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief.* 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        ^        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  10.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  13,  1865. 

in.  The  movement  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  as  ordered  by 
Special  Field  Orders,  No.  9,  from  these  headcjuarters,  is  postponed  one 
day. 

Major-General  Blair  will  cause  his  command  to  be  moved  to  the 
vicinity  of  Port  Eoyal  Ferry  tomorrow  and  the  preparations  for  cross- 
ing will  be  completed  by  the  day  after. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Thunderbolt,  January  12, 18GS — 1  p.  in. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

MA.TOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  still  remains  here 
ready  for  embarkation  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  about  as  follows : 
General  Blair's  headquarters,  25  wagons,  2.'iO  animals;  Fcmrth  Division, 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  10  wagons,  1,150  animals,  50  ambulances, 
six-gnn  battery  (equal  to  12  wajfons),  100  animals;  department  head- 
quarters, 110  animals;  signal  corps,  25  animals;  jioiitoon  train,  110 
animals;  total,  103  wagons,  1,745  animals.  1  am  advised  by  officers  of 
the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  nowhere,  that  at  the  average  rate  of  ship- 
ment they  will  not  all  embark  before  to  morrow  night  or  next  day  morn- 
ing, alter  which  we  can  commeaee  on  the  transportation  of  the  First 
Division  of  our  corps.  About  one-third  of  General  Woods'  troops  are 
gone  and  others  embarking  with  the  Seventeenth  Corps  transportation, 
some  without  taking  their  regimental  wagons;  others  do  not  get  even 
it  on  board.  The  troops  of  the  First  Division  can  .ill  go  at  once  if 
directed,  and  commence  on  the  troops  of  the  Second  Division  to-morrow 
afternoon,  if  necessary.  Hardly  any  of  these  vessels  but  would  carry  a 
brigade  of  men  after  all  transportation  is  on  board.  The  great  trouble 
is  to  store  the  animals  on  these  little  boats.  I  do  not  believe  we  can 
ship  any  of  the  Secoud  Division  transportation  before  Sunday  after- 
noon or  Monday,  if  then.  Please  advise  the  general  that  I  will  be  in 
Savannah  agaiu  to-night,  and  may  be  able  to  give  him  more  satisfactory 
information  then. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servaiit, 

(}.  L.  FORT, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

*  See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  16. 
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Headquartees  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  12, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
to  you  that  the  movement  for  to-morrow  is  countermanded,  and  will 
not  be  made  until  to-morrow  night. 
Yery  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Aijutant-General. 

(Same  to  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fotirth  Division.) 


Special  Orders.  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  8.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  12,  1865. 

#*»#**♦ 

IV.  The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at 
any  time  during  the  night  at  twenty  minutes'  notice.  The  Second  Bri- 
gade, Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  commanding,  will  have  the  advance.  The  regi- 
ments of  this  brigade  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  ten  minutes' 
notice. 

The  Fifteenth  Ohio  Battery,  Lieutenant  Bailey  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Second  Brigade. 

The  First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  follow 
the  Fifteenth  Ohio  Battery.  Ambulances  and  two  ammunition  wagons 
will  follow  each  brigade. 

The  transportation  will  follow  in  same  order  as  the  troops. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  \  War  Department, 

No.  7.  )  Savannah,  Ga.y  January  12, 1865. 

The  limits  of  the  Department  of  the  South  are  extended  so  as  to 
embrace  the  State  of  North  Carolina.    The  headquarters  will  remain 
at  Hilton  Head.    The  department  will,  until  further  instructions,  be 
subject  to  the  orders  and  control  of  Major-General  Sherman. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  10.  }  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  12,  1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Fox,  commanding  Fifty-fifth  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  is  hereby  ordered  to  proceed  to  Thunderbolt 
Battery,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  with  his  command  and  disembark  at  that 
place  without  delay.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the 
necessary  transportation. 

»  #  #  *  »  »  « 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster : 

THOENDIKE  D.  HODGES, 
Capt,  35th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  8.  C,  January  12, 1865. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  BuROER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Captain  :  I  would  respectfully  make  the  following  report  of  the  facts 
relative  to  the  flag  of  truce  which  took  place  in  Charleston  Harbor  this 
day: 

At  9  a.  m.  I  received  a  signal  dispatch  from  Captain  Scott,  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  fleet,  stating  that  a  Captain  Audenried  was  at 
the  fleet  with  some  citizens  of  Savannah  to  be  sent  through  our  lines 
by  a  flag  of  truce  at  Cole's  Island.  I  immediately  sent  one  of  my 
aides  to  Captain  Scott  to  obtain  more  particular  information  of  the 
matter.  He  reported  to  me  that  my  signal  sergeant  had  made  an 
error  in  the  dispatch,  which  should  have  read  Charleston  Harbor 
instead  of  Cole's  Island ;  that  Captain  Audenried  represented  himself 
as  being  one  of  General  Sherman's  staff,  and  that  he  was  sent  here  for 
the  above-mentioned  business  by  the  order  of  General  Sherman. 
Captain  Scott  was  unable  to  inform  me  whether  the  officer  had  any 
written  authority  or  instructions,  but  suffered  the  steamer  to  pass  the 
picket  monitor  to  the  rendezvous  of  exchange.  As  I  had  received  no 
instructions  from  Major-General  Foster  in  regawl  to  the  truce  I  acted 
upon  my  previous  orders,  and  at  once  stopped  the  steamer  in  its 
progress  before  it  had  communicated  with  the  rebel  tug.  I  then  dis- 
I>atched  my  aide  to  confer  with  Captain  Audenried,  and  to  discover 
whether  be  was  clothed  with  any  written  authority.  If  he  were  not 
my  orders  were  to  suspend  the  flag  of  truce.  Not  having  such  creden- 
tials, Captain  Audenried  came  ashore  to  me  at  Fort  Strong,  and  stated 
that  his  orders  were  verbal  from  General  Sherman  to  transfer  the 
parties.  Upon  such  authority  I  told  him  I  could  not  permit  it,  but 
while  conversing  with  him  I  unexpectedly  received  the  desired  instruc- 
tions from  Major- General  Foster,  and  at  once  allowed  him  to  proceed. 
I  regret  to  say  that  the  dispatch  referred  to  was  culpably  delayed  in 
being  forwarded  to  me  by  some  now  unknown  parties,  who,  when  dis- 
covered, will  be  severely  punished.  The  unfortunate  delay  caused  by 
this  neglect  of  the  quartermaster  or  captain  of  the  steamer  lasted 
about  one  hour. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

'  A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  8.  G.,  January  12,  1865. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Departmmt  of  the  South: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  com- 
munication of  the  11th  instant  from  Major  Anderson,  aide-de-camp, 
containing  information  relative  to  a  flag-of-truce  boat  sent  here  by 
order  of  General  Sherman,  and  also  apprising  me  of  the  intended  visit 
of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  this  island.  The  instruc- 
tions therein  contained  will  be  fully  carried  out.  I  have  also  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  7th  instant. 
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disapproving  of  the  firing  in  the  channel,  and  also  announcing  the  fact 
that  a  regiment  of  infantry  will  be  seut  to  report  to  me  before  the  expi- 
ration of  many  days.  With  regard  to  the  firing,  I  have  to  report  that 
during  two  nights  twenty  shots  were  fired  by  my  batteries  since  my 
last  communication.  During  the  remaining  nights  the  moon  was  so 
bright  that  the  enemy's  movements  could  be  fully  perceived,  and  as 
they  attempted  nothing  there  was  no  further  firing.  Eegarding  the 
arrival  of  the  regiment,  1  have  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  much 
needed ;  not  from  the  fact  that  I  apprehend  an  attack  from  the  enemy, 
but  on  account  of  the  necessity  by  which  I  am  compelled  to  maintain 
a  long  outpost  line.  My  men  are  often  on  duty  for  several  nights  in 
succession  without  sleep.  This  hard  duty  accounts  for  the  increase  in 
my  sick  list. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

'  A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  13, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee ; 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general-in-chief  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  yours  in  reference  to  promotions  and  your  movement.  He 
also  directs  me  to  say  he  wishes  you  to  move  on  Pocotaligo  as  soon  as 
you  can  be  well  prepared,  and  that  success  maybe  assured  he  does  not 
wish  you  to  hurry  matters  to  the  expense  or  endangering  of  snccess. 
I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

■  Aide-de-Camp. 

Special       ^  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  11.  )  January  13,  1865. 

I.  Surg.  W.  C.  Bennett,  D".  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  as  medical  inspector  of  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  and  is  assigned  to 
the  charge  of  hospitals  of  the  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia,  iu  and 
around  the  city  of  Savannah. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-deCamp. 

Special        ^        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  V  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

No.  11.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  13,1865. 

I.  Col.  M.  C.  Garber,  senior  chief  quartermaster,  Department  and 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  is  relieved  from  such  duty,  and  will  forthwith 
proceed  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  report  to  the  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral U.  S.  Army. 
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IX.  A  force  equal  to  a  brigade,  from  the  troops  present  of  the  First 
Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  in  command  of  Col.  Thomas  Curly, 
Twenty-seventh  Missouri  Infantry,  will  proceed  to -morrow  morning, 
the  14th  instant,  following  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  to  Port  Eoyal  Ferry, 
at  which  point  they  will  receive  further  orders  from  the  major-general 
commanding. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Office  Chief  Quaetermastee,  Fifteenth  Aemy  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  13, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woobhxjll, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Majoe  :  I  have  no  alteration  to  make  in  my  statements  to  you  last 
night  in  relation  to  the  embarkation  of  the  First  Division.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  will  complete  its  embarkation 
before  some  time  to  morrow,  but  will  advise  you  as  soon  as  I  can  find 
out.  I  do  not  think  any  of  the  Second  Division  can  be  embarked  before 
Monday  morning,  unless  you  desire  to  send  the  troops  before  the  trans- 
portation. I  will  see  you  to-night,  and  may  know  more  about  it  then. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  L.  FOET, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  Fiest  Division,  Fifteenth  Aemt  Coeps, 

Thunderbolt,  Ga.,  January  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Savannah,  Ga.  : 
Majoe  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  sent  off  three  regiments 
this  morning.  I  have  now  left  one  small  regiment  irom  each  brigade 
which  I  have  retained  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  details  to  load  the 
wagons.  If  the  Second  Division  comes  down  to-morrow  morning  they 
will  be  able  to  commence  sending  troops  oft'.  I  have  two  additional 
wharves  built  which  will  facilitate  the  shipment  of  the  corps  very 
much. 

I  am,  maior,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  '  CHAS.  E.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Headqtjaetees  Seventeenth  Aemy  Corps, 

Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  13, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 

Commanding  First  Division ; 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 

to  you,  in  sending  the  inclosed  order,  that  as  soon  as  the  bridge  is  laid 

the  command  will  commence  crossing.    Colonel  Kirby  will  make  his 

movement  for  the  capture  of  the  pickets  as  soon  as  it  is  dark,  and 
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when  he  succeeds  in  driving  the  enemy  away  the  bridge  will  be  laid. 
The  forward  movement  on  Pocotaligo  will  commence  at  daylight 
to-morrow. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Inclo8ure.] 

Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  5  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  13,  1865. 

II.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movement  to-day : 

1.  At  3  o'clock  this  p.  m.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding 
Third  Division,  will  move  his  command  to  a  point  to  be  designated  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Kirby,  picket  ofScer,  near  the  Port  Eoyal  Ferry. 

2.  At  4  p.  m.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division, 
will  move  his  command  to  a  position  in  rear  of  General  Leggett. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move  for- 
ward at  5  p.  m.  and  encamp  near  the  river. 

4.  The  pontoon  train,  Major  Hill  commanding,  will  move  out  at  1 
o'clock  this  p.  m,  on  the  Port  Royal  Ferry  road. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett  will  detail  from  his  command  one  regiment 
as  guard  to  the  pontoon  train.  This  regiment  will  be  prepared  to  move 
when  the  train  passes  the  camp. 

Brigadier-General  Leggett  will  furnish  such  details  as  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Kirby  may  wish  to  efiect  a  crossing.  As  soon  as  the  crossing 
has  been  secured  Brigadier-General  Leggett  will  throw  over  the  river 
in  boats  two  regiments,  who  will  at  once  throw  up  a  bridge-head  at  the 
proper  point  to  protect  the  bridge.  The  bridge  will  then  be  laid  and 
the  command  crossed  over  and  placed  in  camp  until  daylight  to-mor- 
row morning,  when  the  forward  movement  on  Pocotaligo  will  be  com- 
menced. 

The  command  will  be  provided  with  three  days'  rations  from  to-mor- 
row morning. 

•  •«*•*« 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Deft,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  8.  C,  January  13,  1865. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger,  ' 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  South  : 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  according  to  information  re- 
ceived from  deserters,  the  observations  of  my  outposts,  and  the  enemy's 
intercepted  signal  dispatches,  there  is  now  in  my  front  about  the  same 
force  of  the  enemy  as  was  reported  by  me  in  a  communication  dated 
August  16, 1864,  and  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  inclosed.*  As  far  as 
changes  have  taken  place  to  my  knowledge  I  have  marked  them  in  red 
ink.    Not  only  is  the  strength  the  same,  but  the  identical  regiments 

See  Vol.  XXXV,  Pait  I,  p.  70. 
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and  companies  are  here  now.  The  only  troops  reported  last  August  of 
which  I  have  lost  track  are  the  Fifth  Georgia  Infantry  and  some  com- 
panies of  the  Thirty-second  Georgia  Infantry,  More  recent  and  specific 
information  having  been  received  with  regard  to  the  batteries,  garrisons 
&c.,  of  Sullivan's  Island,  Mount  Pleasant,  and  Fort  Sumter,  I  herewith 
inclose  the  reports  of  Captain  Luttwitz,  of  my  staff,  on  these  three  points. 
I  also  inclose  the  report  of  Colonel  Kozlay,  commanding  post  of  Folly 
Island,  on  the  new  batteries  erected  on  John's  Island,  near  Stono  Eiver, 
These  latter  have  all  been  armed  since  Colonel  Kozlay's  report.  From 
intercepted  signal  messages  I  have  the  following  given  as  the  arma- 
ment of  the  city  batteries:  Battery  Eamsey, one  12f-inch  Blakely  gun, 
one  11-inch  Dahlgren,  three  10  inch  columbiads,  one  42-pounder  rifle, 
one  11-inch  Brooke;  Battery  Waring,  two  10-inch  columbiads;  Cal- 
houn Street  Battery,  one  S-inch  rifle;  Lawrence  Street  Battery,  one 
10-inch  columblad;  Blakely  Gun  Battery,  one  12f-inch  Blakely  gun; 
Vanderhorst's  Wharf  Battery,  one  42-pounder  rifle,  one  10-inch  colum- 
biad;  Castle  Pinckney,  three  10-inch  columbiads,  one  8-inch  Brooke 
rifle.  Another  message  states  that  1,100  Austrian  rifles  have  been 
drawn  for  the  Second  South  Carolina  Artillery.  Another  message 
speaks  of  500  Enfield  rifles  and  150  Springfield  rifle  muskets  being 
drawn  for  the  First  South  Carolina  Artillery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  SCHIMMBLFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Ifew  Bertie,  2f.  C,  January  13, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 
;  Savannah,  Oa.: 

I  Mt  Dear  General  :  I  have  just  sent  a  letter  to  Admiral  Porter, 
giving  him  the  information  you  ask  for  in  your  letter  to  Admiral  Dahl- 
gren of  the  7th  instant.  When  you  get  into  this  State,  where  I  think 
you  will  be  joyfully  received  by  the  mass  of  the  population,  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  assist  in  some  way.  My  force  in  this  district  is  some  9,000, 
and  of  these  scarcely  more  than  6,000  effective.  Everything  that  could 
be  spared  was  sent  to  Virginia.  1  can  worry  the  rebels  on  the  railroad 
between  Wilmington  and  Goldsborougli,  if  you  think  that  advisable. 
Do  you  wish  that  road  destroyed?  I  have  1,000,000  rounds  of  small 
ammunition  and  a  good  supply  of  other.  When  you  get  near  me  I  can 
furnish  you  supplies.  Please  suggest  to  me,  if  you  have  time  to  do  so, 
what  you  would  like  to  have  me  do  and  what  preparations  you  would 
like  to  have  me  make  here  for  you.  If  you  wish  the  railroad  put  in 
order  I  must  have  iron  and  workmen,  &c.  If  you  are  going  to  need 
supplies  I  must  prepare  for  that,  and  if  more  cars  or  engines,  or 
more  river  transportation,  &c.,  is  to  be  needed  I  would  like  to  know 
it.  I  hope  you  will  find  time  to  write  to  me.  We  are  all  throwing  up  our 
hats  for  Sherman  and  his  army,  and  the  whole  country  is  rubbing  its 
hands  over  you. 

Ever  sincerely  yours, 

I.  N.  PALMEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 

4  R  R — VOL  XLVII,  PT  II 
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Special       "i   Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  12.  )  January  14, 1865. 

It  being  represented  that  the  Confederate  army  and  armed  bands  of 
robbers,  acting  professedly  under  the  authority  of  the  Confederate 
Government,  are  harassing  the  people  of  Georgia  and  endeavoring  to 
intimidate  them  in  the  efforts  they  are  making  to  secure  to  themselves 
provisions,  clothing,  security  to  life  and  property,  and  the  restoration 
of  law  and  good  government  in  the  State,  it  is  hereby  ordered  and 
made  public : 

I.  That  the  farmers  of  Georgia  may  bring  into  Savannah,  Fernan- 
dina,  or  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  marketing,  such  as  beef,  pork,  mutton, 
vegetables  of  any  kind,  fish,  &c.,  as  well  as  cotton  in  small  quantities, 
and  sell  the  same  in  open  market,  except  the  cotton,  which  must  be 
sold  by  or  through  the  Treasury  agents,  and  may  invest  the  proceeds 
in  family  stores,  such  as  bacon  and  flour  in  reasonable  quantities,  gro- 
ceries, shoes,  and  clothing,  and  articles  not  contraband  of  war,  and 
carry  the  same  back  to  their  families.  No  trade  stores  will  be 
attempted  in  the  interior,  or  stocks  of  goods  sold  for  them,  but  families 
may  club  together  for  mutual  assistance  and  protection  in  coming  and 
going. 

II.  The  people  are  encouraged  to  meet  together  in  peaceful  assem- 
blage to  discuss  measures  looking  to  their  safety  and  good  government 
and  the  restoration  of  State  and  National  authority,  and  will  be  pro- 
tected by  the  National  army  when  so  doing,  and  all  peaceable  inhab- 
itants who  satisfy  the  commanding  oflEicers  that  they  are  earnestly 
laboring  to  that  end  must  not  only  be  left  undisturbed  in  property  and 
person,  but  must  be  protected  as  far  as  possible,  consistent  with  the 
military  operations.  If  any  farmer  or  peaceable  inhabitant  is  molested 
by  the  enemy,  viz,  the  Confederate  army  or  guerrillas,  because  of  his 
friendship  for  the  National  Government,  the  perpetrator,  if  caught, 
will  be  summarily  punished  or  his  family  made  to  suffer  for  the  outrage ; 
but  if  the  crime  cannot  be  traced  to  the  actual  party  then  retaliation 
will  be  made  on  the  adherents  to  the  cause  of  the  rebellion.  Should  a 
Union  man  be  murdered  then  a  rebel  selected  by  lot  will  be  shot,  or  if  a 
Union  family  be  persecuted  on  account  of  the  cause  a  rebel  family  will 
be  banished  to  a  foreign  land.  In  aggravated  cases  retaliation  will  be 
extended  as  high  as  five  for  one.  All  commanding  oflacers  will  act 
promptly  in  such  cases  and  report  their  action  after  the  retaliation  is 
done. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman : 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[January  U,  1865.— For  Howard  to  Sherman,  reporting  advance  to 
Pocotaligo,  &c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  192.]  '     ^         s 


Special       ^         Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  V  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

^0. 12.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  14, 1865. 

*  »  *  »  •  .  * 

i.T^^^*^'''^®  following  movement  of  the  army  is  directed  for  to-morrow- 
Major-General   Blair  will  intrench  a  division  strongly  confronting 
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Pocotaligo,  and  with  the  other  two  divisions  make  a  detour  to  turn  the 
enemy's  left.  The  brigade  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  now  near  Garden's 
Corners  will  move  to  near  Wtony  Creek  and  be  ready  to  support  the 
division  iu  front  of  Pocotaligo,  In  case  the  enemy  is  gone  in  the 
morning  General  Blair  will  secure  some  point  on  the  railroad  and  com- 
municate with  General  Hatch  on  the  Coosawhatchie.  liations  and 
forage  will  be  brought  forward  for  the  troops  this  side  of  Port  Eoyal 
as  fast  as  they  can  be  procured  at  Beaufort  and  transported. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  11.  )  Near  Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  January  14, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  at  once 
proceed  to  intrench  the  position  he  now  occupies  and  to-morrow  will 
attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  and  annoy  him  as  much  as  possible. 

At  7  a.  m.  to-morrow  General  G.  A.  Smith  will  move  his  command 
out  on  the  road  just  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division,  running  in  a  north- 
east direction. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow  the 
Fourth  Division.  The  intention  of  the  movement  is  to  strike  the  rail- 
road north  of  PocotaUgo,  and  further  directions  will  be  given  for  the 
movement  to-morrow. 

Ten  ordnance  teams  and  ambulance  train  will  accompany  each 
division ;  the  remainder  of  the  train  will  be  parked  in  rear  of  the  Third 
Division. 

Bv  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 
"'  ^  C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  )  Port  Royal  Island,  January  14, 1865. 

I.  This  command  will  move  across  the  river  promptly  at  daylight 
(6.30  a.  m.),  moving  in  same  order  as  before. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett:      ^   ^  j^^UGLASS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  January  14, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  8.  Armies,  present : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  respectfully  that  the  follow-^ 
ing-named  officers  may  be  brevetted  for  gallant  conduct  on  the  field  of 
battle,  viz:  Col.  A.  S.  Hartwell,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers 
(colored),  to  be  brevetted  brigadier-general  for  gallant  conduct  at  the 
engagement  of  Honey  Hill,  S.  C,  December  30,  1864.  Capt.  George 
E.  Gouraud,  aide-de  camp,  to  be  brevetted  major  for  gallantry  m  the 
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engagement  of  Honey  Hill,  S.  0.,  December  30, 1864.  Colonel  Hartwell 
gallantly  led  his  brigade  against  the  enemy's  works  and  fell  pierced 
with  three  wounds,  his  horse  being  shot  under  him.  Captain  Gouraud 
was  much  exposed  and  very  efficient  during  the  engagement,  and  upon 
the  fall  of  Colonel  Hartwell  rallied  and  reformed  his  regiment.  Both 
are  earnestly  recommended  for  the  above  promotion  as  an  act  of  jus- 
tice to  their  merit  and  a  reward  for  their  gallant  conduct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  14,  1865. 
Major  Strong: 

(Of  General  Foster's  staff.) 
Major:  My  bridge  is  laid  and  the  forces  are  crossing,  but  the  can- 
vas is  rotten.    I  want  your  bridge,  boats  and  all,  sent  me  by  water  as 
soon  as  possible  by  Broad  Eiver  and  Whale  Branch  to  Port  Eoyal 
Ferry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  January  14,  1865, 
Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  I)ivision: 
General  :  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  the 
major-general  commanding,  dated  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  13,  1865: 

Send  word  to  General  Hatch  at  once  that  he  will  keep  all  his  force  with  him  and 
prepare  to  move  on  the  oflfensive  in  co-operation  with  General  Howard  as  soon  as  a 
forward  movement  is  made.  It  is  not  the  present  purpose  to  withdraw  General 
Hatch  and  his  forces  from  their  present  position.  If  the  regiment  that  was  to  go  to 
Florida  has  not  gone  detain  it  where  it  is. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        ^  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Oitders,  >  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  13.  )  January  15,  1865. 

The  Department  of  the  South  having  been  placed  within  the  sphere 
of  this  command,  and  it  being  highly  desirable  that  one  uniform  policy 
prevail  touching  commerce  and  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
South,  the  following  general  rules  and  principles  will  be  adhered  to 
unless  modified  by  law  or  the  orders  of  the  War  Department. 

I.  Commerce  with  foreign  nations  or  in  an  enlarged  sense  cannot  be 
permitted  or  undertaken  until  the  National  authority  is  established  to 
an  extent  that  will  give  the  necessary  courts  and  offices  to  control  and 
manage  such  matters.  Trade  will  be  confined  to  a  limited  barter  and 
sale  proportioned  to  the  necessary  wants  of  the  army  and  ot  the 
inhabitants  dependent  on  it  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  even  that 
trade  must  be  kept  subject  to  strict  military  control  or  surveillance. 
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II.  Trade  stores  will  be  permitted  at  Beaufort,  Hilton  Head,  Savan- 
nah, Fernandina,  Saint  Augustine,  and  Jacksonville,  in  all  articles  of 
clothing  and  food,  groceries,  ladies'  and  children's  goods  generally, and 
articles  not  contraband  of  war. 

III.  To  trade  is  a  privilege,  and  no  person  will  be  allowed  to  buy  and 
sell  for  profit  unless  he  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  subscribe 
to  any  legal  oath  or  obligation  that  is  or  maybe  prescribed  by  law,  and 
at  points  threatened  by  an  enemy  the  ofQcer  commanding  may  further 
exact  as  a  condition  that  the  trader  shall  himself  engage  to  serve  in 
some  military  capacity  to  aid  in  defense  of  the  place. 

IV.  Persons  desiring  to  trade  will  apply  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  post  and  obtain  his  written  consent,  specifying  the  kind,  nature, 
and  extent  of  the  trade,  and  when  he  requires  importations  from  North- 
ern cities  he  will  in  like  manner  apply  for  his  permit.  The  command- 
ing officer  of  the  post  may  appoint  some  good  officer  to  supervise  these 
matters,  who  will  frequently  inspect  the  stores,  and  when  there  is  not 
sufficient  competition  will  fix  the  prices  of  sale.  These  stores  will  in 
like  manner  be  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  commanding  general 
of  the  Department  of  the  South  by  himself  or  an  inspector-general. 

V.  In  order  that  purchases  may  be  made  with  economy  the  com- 
manding officer  of  each  post  will  make  reports  of  his  action  in  regard 
to  trade,  with  the  names  of  traders,  amounts  of  goods  desired  for  sale, 
&c.,  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  department,  who  will  in  like 
manner  make  full  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury,  to  the 
end  that  he  may  instruct  the  collectors  of  ports  from  which  shipments 
are  expected  as  to  the  necessary  permits  and  clearances.  It  being 
utterly  impracticable  that  a  general  commanding  military  operations 
should  give  his  personal  attention  to  such  matters,  it  is  desirable  that 
as  much  power  as  possible  should  be  delegated  to  post  commanders, 
and  they  should  be  held  to  the  strictest  account  that  no  trade  is  per- 
mitted injurious  to  the  military  interests  of  the  United  States. 

VI.  Sales  of  cotton  will.be  restricted  absolutely  to  the  U.  S.  Treasury 
agents,  and  no  title  in  cotton  or  bill  of  sale  will  be  respected  until  after 
the  cotton  is  sold  at  New  York.  Country  people  having  small  lots  of 
cotton  are  permitted  to  bring  the  same  in  to  be  exchanged  for  food  and 
clothing  for  their  families.  The  quartermaster  will  set  aside  a  store  or 
warehouse  to  which  each  wagon  bearing  cotton  will,  after  entering  the 
military  lines,  proceed  direct,  where  an  agent  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment will  receive  and  weigh  the  same  and  pay  for  it  the  price  fixed  in 
the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  2, 1864,  viz: 

Three-fourths  the  value  of  cotton  as  quoted  in  the  New  York  market;  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  requested  to  make  appointments  of  agents  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  said  act  at  the  posts  of  Hilton  Head,  Savannah,  t  ernan- 
dina,  and  Jacksonville. 

VII.  In  order  that  the  duties  hereby  imposed  on  commanding  officers 
of  posts  may  not  be  neglected  or  slighted  by  the  changes  incident  to 
rank  and  changes  of  troops,  the  commanding  general  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  South  will  appoint  a  special  officer  to  command  at  each  of 
said  posts,  with  a  small  garrison,  not  to  be  changed  without  his  order; 
and  when  other  troops,  commanded  by  a  senior  are  added  or  arrive 
the  command  of  the  post  will  not  change,  but  the  additional  troops 
will  be  encamped  near  by  and  act  according  to  special  instructions. 

JBy  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  W,  T.  Sherman :  

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
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Hbqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort  J  S.  C,  January  15,  1865 — 5.15  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General:  The  enemy  abandoned  the  strong  works  in  our  front  dur- 
ing the  night.    General  Blair's  corps  occui)ies  a  strong  position  across 
the  railroad,  covering  all  the  approaches  eastward  to  Pocotaligo. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General, 
(Same  to  General  Slocum^) 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  15,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  "W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  The  enemy  continued  a  heavy  artillery  fire  last  night 
until  it  was  quite  dark.  This  morning  at  daybreak  we  found  he  had 
abandoned  the  works  in  our  front  and  gone.  I  was  very  much  obliged, 
for  the  position  was  a  very  strong  one  to  carry  and  thoroughly  forti- 
fied. The  main  fort  had  twenty-four  embrasures  and  the  marsh  was 
impassable.  Again  I  had  tried  to  avoid  fighting  on  Sunday,  but  last 
night  did  not  see  how  it  could  well  be  avoided.  Three  pieces  of  artil- 
lery were  found  newly  buried  at  Garden's  Corners.  All  information 
goes  to  show  that  the  enemy  has  gone  to  Salkehatchie.  General  Blair 
is  strongly  posted  on  high  ground  across  the  railroad  and  covering  all 
approaches  to  Pocotaligo.  He  has  as  many  as  eight  days'  rations  and 
considerable  forage  with  him  and  en  route.  I  directed  him  to  recon- 
noiter  toward  Salkehatchie  and  toward  Eobertsville,  in  order  to  com- 
municate with  Slocum,  and  also  to  open  communication  with  General 
Foster's  troops,  and  feel  the  way  back  along  the  Union  Causeway.  By 
combining  different  escorts  of  headquarters  he  will  be  able  to  do  this 
without  using  infantry.  Not  much  is  left  in  the  country  in  that  vicin- 
ity. We  have  a  few  large  stacks  of  rice  and  a  good  mill.  The  boats 
of  General  Foster's  bridge  have  reached  the  Port  Royal  Ferry,  but  not 
the  other  material.  As  soon  as  communication  is  open  along  Union 
Causeway  I  will  have  our  remaining  animals  at  least  sent  that  way.  I 
inclose  you  some  late  rebel  papers. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O,  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S.— I  neglected  to  state  that  the  enemy  destroyed  three  bridges 
and  partially  destroyed  a  fourth  in  front  of  General  Blair  yesterday, 
but  he  quickly  repaired  them  by  using  abandoned  buildings 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 

[Indorse  jaent.] 

General  Sloctjm: 

From  Howard.  Push  Ward's  division  up  to  Hardeeville  and  meet 
any  of  Howard's  people  coming  from  the  direction  of  Coosa whatchie; 
also  let  another  division  of  the  Twentieth  cross  on  to  Ward's  rear 

SHERMAN, 
Major-General, 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  8.  C.,  January  15,  1865. 
Maj.  Geu.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  movement  on  Pocotaligo  has  been  completely  suc- 
cessiul.  I  Lave  just  returned  from  the  railroad  station  near  that  place. 
1  only  used  one  brigade  (Colonel  Smith's)  of  your  corps,  and  kept  that 
in  reserve.  It  is  now  at  Garden's  Corners.  The  road  from  here  to 
Pocotaligo  is  quite  good.  I  have  directed  General  Blair  to  recounoiter 
back  toward  Savannah  via  Hardeeville  and  the  Union  Causeway.  As 
soon  as  you  get  this  dispatch  please  order  your  mounted  infantry  and 
general  officers'  headquarters  escorts,  that  they  don't  need,  to  push  out 
and  see  if  they  cannot  push  through  to  Pocotaligo,  sending  word  back 
to  you  as  to  the  practicability  of  that  route  for  transportation  or 
animals.  The  steamers  are  slower  in  bringing  animals  than  anything 
else.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  be  ordered  forward  at 
the  same  time. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  January  15,  1865, 
Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  :  There  is  a  good  road,  and  I  think  two  of  them,  from  this 
point  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tulliflnny  River,  on  Broad  River.  The  dis- 
tance is  twelve  miles.  If  supplies  can  be  brought  up  in  steamers  to 
that  point  my  command  can  be  supplied  much  easier  than  by  Port 
Eoyal  Ferry,  besides  leaving  that  road  for  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 
My  command  is  in  good  position  and  can  withstand  any  force  in  the 
State  or  out  of  it.  I  will  send  you  a  sketch  of  the  position  as  soon  as 
it  can  be  made.  I  have  sent  a  small  force  toward  Salkehatchie  to  ascer- 
tain the  position  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — I  forward  report  of  the  reconnaissance  to  Salkehatchie  just 
received. 

[iDclosure.  ] 

Mason's  Bridge,  January  15,  1865. 
Major-General  Blair  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  reached  this  bridge  at  3  p.  m. 
and  found  General  Hatch  here.    The  bridge  is  destroyed  and  cannot 
cross  until  repaired.    The  engineers  say  it  will  be  completed  by  morn- 
ing, when  I  will  proceed  as  directed. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  MrQUEEN, 
Lieutenant,  Company  K,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 
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Hdqes.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo  Station,  January  15,  1865. 
Captain  Cadle, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Captain  :  By  advice  of  my  surgeon,  and  with  the  consent  of  Majjor- 
General  Blair,  I  have  temporarily  turned  over  my  command  to  General 
M.  F.  Force,  hoping  that  a  few  days'  entire  rest  may  refit  me  for  duty. 
1  am  feeling  very  poorly  to-day. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  D.  LEGGBTT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Focotaligo,  S.  C,  January  15, 1865. 
Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  reconnaissance  I  sent 
out  this  p.  m.  found  a  good  road  leading  to  the  landing  on  the  Tulli- 
flnny — on  the  opposite  side,  however,  from  where  the  fleet  lands  sup- 
plies for  General  Foster's  command.  The  landing  is  seven  miles  from 
this  place;  needs  a  wharf  to  enable  supplies  to  be  landed.  The  road 
is  the  first  left  hand  one  after  crossing  the  Pocotaligo  bridge  on  the 
Coosawhatchie  road. 

I  am,  captain,  very  truly  yours, 

M.  F.  FORCE, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[InclorseiucDt.] 

Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  G.,  January  15,  1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding. 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fotjeteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  15,  1865. 

Division  commanders  making  all  necessary  preparations  for  a  new 
campaign  will  hold  their  commands  in  readiness  to  march  from  Savan- 
nah on  Wednesday  next,  the  18th  instant.  Ten  days'  rations  of  hard 
bread,  coflee,  sugar,  and  salt,  and  four  days'  rations  of  salt  meat  will 
be  carried,  each  wagon  being  loaded  with  from  1,800  to  2,000  pounds. 
All  surplus  wagons  must  be  loaded  with  forage.  One  wagon  only  will 
be  allowed  to  division  commissaries  for  scales,  measures,  paulins,  broken 
packages,  &c.,  and  all  wagons  appropriated  to  the  commissary  depart- 
ment above  this  number  will  be  counted  as  loaded  with  rations  for  the 
men.  Regimental,  brigade,  and  division  headquarters  wagons  and  ord- 
nance and  ambulance  trains  will  haul  at  least  three  days'  rations  of 
forage  for  their  animals;  the  batteries  four  days'.  The  ordnance  trains 
will  be  loaded  with  the  same  complement  of  iufantry  and  artillery 


Chap.LIX.]  correspondence,  etc. — UNION.  67 

ammunition  as  they  carried  upon  leaving  Atlanta.    The  trains  vnll  be 
apportioned  and  loaded  under  the  supervision  of  the  corps  and  division 
quartermasters. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  D.  G.,  January  15,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Milton  Head : 
General  :  Your  letters  of  the  8th  and  9th  instant  are  just  received. 
The  Secretary  of  War  must  have  reached  Savannah  by  the  9th  or 
10th,  and  I  presume  has  decided  all  questions  asked  in  your  communi- 
cations. 

Very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hilton  Head,  January  15, 1865. 

General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 

Howard,  with  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  crossed  at  Port  Royal 
night  before  last  without  opposition.  He  had  a  skirmish  a  few  miles 
out  from  the  ferry.  He  expected  to  encamp  at  Pocotaligo  last  night. 
No  news  from  him  this  morning.  The  Secretary  is  here  and  thinks  he 
will  start  for  Morris  Island  and  the  North  this  evening.  I  will  go  as 
far  as  Morris  Island.  The  Fifty -fifth  Massachusetts  Colored  were  sent 
to  Thunderbolt  before  the  order  to  remain  at  Pocotaligo  reached  Gen- 
eral Hatch.  Shall  I  s<end  and  bring  them  back  or  suffer  it  to  remain 
at  Thunderbolt  for  the  present? 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  15, 1865. 

Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 
Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 
General:  The  enemy  abandoned  his  strong  works  in  our  front 
during  the  night.  General  Blair's  corps  now  occupies  a  strong  posi- 
tion across  the  railroad  and  covering  all  approaches  to  Pocotaligo.  He 
has  been  directed  to  communicate  with  your  forces.  The  boats  had 
arrived  at  Port  Royal  Ferry  when  I  passed,  but  not  the  rest  of  the 
bridge. 

Very  respectfully, 

•^  0.0.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 
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New  York,  January  15, 1865. 
Major-General  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 

Dear  Sir  :  During  General  Gillmore's  command  of  the  department 
you  now  control  I  was  instrumental  in  sending,  through  the  influence  of 
tlie  President,  some  500  of  Beruey's  Greek-fire  shells  for  the  200-pounder 
Parrotts.  I  do  know  that  three  of  those  shells  were  thrown  from  the 
Swamp  Angel  into  Charleston  on  the  first  night  of  the  bombardment. 
Those  three  shells  caused  Beauregard  to  squeal  like  a  stuck  pig. 
Those  shells  were  confounded  with  a  worthless  shell  known  as  the  short 
shell,  which  I  predicted  a  failure  in  advance.  Berney's  shells  were 
known  as  the  green-top  shell  down  there,  and,  with  proper  fuses,  I  will 
guarantee  seven  out  of  ten.  From  some  unaccountable  reason  the 
incendiary  shell  used,  or  attempted  to  be  used  on  Charleston,  with 
the  exception  of  the  three  first  thrown,  have  been  failures,  yet  I  do 
know  that  the  Berney  incendiary  shell,  when  properly  prepared  and 
fitted  with  proper  fuses,  is  certain  to  accomplish  all  that  is  claimed 
for  it. 

Having  lately  given  a  series  of  experiments  to  Generals  Grant,  But- 
ler, Meade,  and  others,  which  were  entirely  successful;  having  with 
100-pounder  shells  burned  every  house  struck  with  a  single  shell,  and 
knowing  that  you  can  burn  Charleston  whenever  you  please  with  these 
shells,  and,  having  learned  that  a  large  number  of  the  200  pounders 
still  remain  with  your  command,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  writing 
directly  to  you  to  say  that  if  it  be  true  that  any  number  of  those  shells 
are  on  hand,  and  it  be  desired,  I  will  come,  or  send  Mr.  Berney,  examine 
the  shell,  where  necessary  refill  them,  iusert  proper  fuses,  and  guarantee 
seven  out  of  ten  shall  explode  and  set  fire  to  any  combustible  matter  in 
Charleston,  provided  your  guns  will  throw  them  there.  If  the  general 
will  be  kind  enough  to  let  his  chief  of  ordnance  ascertain  how  many  of 
the  200  green-top  shells  remain,  and,  if  agreeable,  will  say  that  an 
opportunity  such  as  indicated  will  be  given  to  Mr.  Berney  or  myself, 
one  or  both,  I  will  undertake  to  demonstrate  the  practicability  of  burn- 
ing Charleston  or  any  other  city  which  can  be  reached  by  any  gun  yet 
in  service.  Nothing  would  suit  the  people  so  entirely  just  now  as  to 
hear  that  General  Foster  had  burned  that  hot  bed  of  rebeldom — Charles- 
ton. Nothing  would  so  certainly  immortalize  General  Foster  as  such  a 
desired  result  so  accomplished. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  HALSTED,  Jr., 
Willard^s  Motel,  Washington,  D.  G. 

[Hemoranda.] 

Write.    Answer  that  none  of  the  shells  are  here.    If  he  will  send  or 
bring  some  we  will  fire  them  on  Charleston  with  pleasure. 

J.  G.  FOSTER. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  16,  1865. 
General  IT.  S.  Grant  : 

Dear  General:  I  have  written  yon  less  than  I  had  designed;  but 
I  have  had  visits  from  many,  including  General  Barnard  and  Mr.  Stan- 
ton, who  will  tell  you  all  matters  of  interest.    General  Barnard  staid 
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over  one  steamer,  at  my  reqaest,  to  study  the  relation  of  the  parts  of 
this  coast,  and  will  explain  tilings  clearly.  I  don't  want  to  assume 
the  control  of  matters  here  further  than  to  give  uniformity  of  action 
though  it  was  well  to  place  the  Department  of  the  South  subject  to 
my  command.  This  (Monday)  is  the  day  for  Howard  to  put  his  Right 
Wing  at  Pocotahgo  and  fortify.  He  was  across  Port  Eoyal  with  tlie 
Seventeenth  Corps  and  out  some  four  miles  when  I  last  heard.  The 
Fiiteenth  Corps  is  now  passing  from  Thunderbolt  to  Port  lloyal.  The 
Twentieth  Corps  is  across  the  Union  Causeway,  and  Davis  and  Kil- 
patrick  will  move  up  to  Sister's  Ferry,  and  I  will  get  all  my  army  in 
Laud  on  a  line  from  Sister's  Ferry  to  Pocotaligo.  1  have  not  heard 
from  you  since  Colonel  Ewing  went  up,  but  suppose  the  route  indicated 
will  be  the  best.  I  now  take  it.  Some,  if  not  all,  of  Hood's  army  will 
be  worked  over  this  way,  and  Thomas  sliould  be  pressed  down  to 
Selma.  If  Thomas  would  i»refer  to  watch  Tennessee,  order  him  to 
send  a  small  force  from  Chattanooga  down  toward  Eonie,  and  detach 
Schofleld,  with  35,000  men,  including  Wilson,  to  Selma,  via  Tuscaloosa, 
and  to  return  via  Talladega  and  Eome.  That  circuit  would  be  easy  to 
make,  and  would  tear  out  the  heart  of  Alabama  and  prevent  the 
farmers  planting  corn,  because  all  rails  would  be  burned,  horses  and 
mules  taken,  and  corn  eaten  up.  I  would  risk  that  march  with  just 
enough  wagons  to  carry  the  command  across  Sand  Mountain.  I  think 
the  farmers  of  Georgia  are  organizing  against  Jeff.  Davis,  but  don't 
build  any  castles  on  that  hope. 
Truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- Oeneral. 

Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  10, 1865, 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

CiUf  Point: 
General  :  Since  my  letter  of  this  morning  I  have  oflicial  reports 
from  General  Howard,  commanding  Right  Wing.  He  crossed  from 
Beaufort  Island  on  Saturday,  the  14th,  by  Port  Royal  Ferry  to  the 
mainland  with  the  Seventeentli  Corps,  General  Blair,  and  marched  for 
Pocotaligo.  They  encountered  the  enemy  near  Garden's  Corners,  but 
soon  outflanked  him,  and  followed,  dislodging  him  from  position  to 
position,  till  he  took  refuge  in  a  strong  fort  at  Pocotaligo.  This  is 
described  as  a  well-constructed,  inclosed  work,  pierced  for  twenty- four 
guns,  and  the  approaches  covered  by  the  peculiar  salt  marsh  points 
that  guard  this  coast.  Night  overtook  the  command  there,  and  Sun- 
day morning  the  enemy  was  gone.  Howard  expresses  great  satisfac- 
tion thereat,  as  it  was  Sunday,  and  it  saved  him  an  assault  which 
might  have  cost  him  some  valuable  lives.  As  it  was,  he  lost  Lieutenant 
Chandler,  of  General  Leggett's  staff,  killed,  and  Captain  Kellogg,  of 
General  Giles  A,  Smith's  staff,  wounded.  He  writes  that  8  or  10  will 
cover  his  loss.  He  reports  three  guns  captured  at  Gaiden's  Corners. 
We  are  therefore  now  in  possession  of  good  high  ground  on  the  rail- 
road at  Pocotaligo,  with  a  good  road  back  twenty-live  miles  to  Beau- 
fort. I  will  order  Howard  to  forage  toward  Charleston,  but  proceed  to 
get  my  army  and  trains  across,  and  can  start  north  the  moment  I  can 
get  my  wagons  loaded.  The  weather  at  sea  has  been  so  stormy  that 
vessels  are  behind,  and  it  has  been  touch  and  go  to  get  daily  food.  I 
have  ordered  Slocum  to  push  a  division  up  to  Hardeeville  and  Purys- 
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burg,  and  think  I  can  use  the  Savannah  Eiver  up  to  that  point.  We 
are  hard  at  work  corduroying  the  roads  a«ross  the  rice  fields  by  the 
Union  Causeway.  The  Secretary  told  me  I  would  surely  receive  4,000 
men  from  Baltimore  to  garrison  Savannah.  Tbey  are  not  heard  of 
here  yet. 


Yours,  truly 


W.  T.  StHEEMAN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  [13-16],  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  Sir:  As  our  mail  facilities  form  an  important  link  in  the  chain  of 
events  now  transpiring,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  note  the  peculiar 
energy  which  characterizes  the  agents  of  the  department  under  the 
charge  of  Col.  A.  H.  Markland.  Colonel  Markland  has  managed  this 
department  in  connection  with  my  army  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and 
with  a  kindly  interest  that  shows  a  devotion  to  our  cause  that  takes 
him  with  the  advance  of  our  army,  has  won  its  respect  and  my  con- 
fidence. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Special       ^  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Oa., 

'  No.  14.  )  January  16, 1865. 

*  *  «  IF  *  *  • 

II.  Surg.  J.  C.  Morgan,  Twenty-ninth  Eegiment  Missouri  Infantry 
Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  duty  with  his  regiment  and  assigned  to 
duty  as  health  officer  of  the  city  of  Savannah.  It  will  be  his  duty  to 
see  to  the  prompt  removal  to  the  proper  hospital  of  all  contagious  dis- 
eases, and  also  that  the  carcasses  of  dead  animals  and  all  offal  or  other 
matter  either  offensive  or  detrimental  to  health  be  removed  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  To  facilitate  the  execution  of  these  duties  he 
will  at  once  put  himself  in  communication  with  the  general  command- 
ing the  post. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman : 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special       ^  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  15.  J  January  16, 1865. 

I.  The  islands  from  Charleston  south,  the  abandoned  rice- fields  along 
the  rivers  for  thirty  miles  back  from  the  sea,  and  the  country  border- 
ing the  Saint  John's  Eiver,  Fla.,  are  reserved  and  se't  apart  for  the 
settlement  of  the  negroes  now  made  free  by  the  acta  of  war  and  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
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ami  Jacksonville  the  backs  may  remain  in  their  chosen  or  accvStomed 
IT^-T\^''^''''t\''  isl^^<i8.  aiid  in  the  settlements  hereafter  to  be 
established,  uo  yhite  person  whatever,  unless  military  officers  and 
soldiers  detailed  for  duty,  will  be  permitted  to  reside;  and  the  sole  and 
exclusive  management  of  affairs  will  be  left  to  the  freed  people  them- 
selves, subject  only  to  the  United  States  military  authority  and  the 
a«ts  ot  Confess.  By  the  laws  of  war  and  orders  of  the  President  of 
the  Unit«d  States  the  negro  is  free,  and  must  be  dealt  with  as  such. 
Me  cannot  be  subjected  to  conscription  or  forced  military  service,  save 
by  the  written  orders  of  the  highest  military  authority  of  the  Depart- 
ment, under  such  regulations  as  the  President  or  Congress  may  pre- 
scribe; domestic  servants,  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  and  other  mechan- 
ics will  be  free  to  select  their  own  work  and  residence,  but  the  young 
and  able-bodied  negroes  must  be  encouraged  to  enlist  as  soldiers  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  to  contribute  their  share  toward  main- 
taining their  own  freedom  and  securing  their  rights  as  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  I^^egroes  so  enlisted  will  be  organized  into  companies, 
battalions,  and  regiments,  under  the  orders  of  the  United  States  mil- 
itary authorities,  and  will  be  paid,  fed,  and  clothed  according  to  law. 
The  bounties  paid  on  enlistment  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  recruit, 
go  to  assist  his  family  and  settlement  in  procuring  agricultural  imple- 
plements,  seed,  tools,  boats,  clothing,  and  other  articles  necessary  for 
their  livelihood. 

III.  Whenever  three  respectable  negroes,  heads  of  families,  shall  de- 
sire to  settle  on  land,  and  shall  have  selected  for  that  purpose  an  island, 
or  a  locality  clearly  defined  within  the  limits  above  designated,  the 
inspector  of  settlements  and  plantations  will  himself,  or  by  such  sub- 
ordinate officer  as  he  may  appoint,  give  them  a  license  to  settle  such 
island  or  district,  and  aflbrd  them  such  assistance  as  he  can  to  enable 
them  to  establish  a  peaceable  agricultural  settlement.  The  three 
parties  named  will  subdivide  the  land,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
inspector,  among  themselves  and  such  others  as  may  choose  to  settle 
near  them,  so  that  each  family  shall  have  a  plot  of  not  more  than  forty 
acres  of  tillable  ground,  and  when  it  borders  on  some  water  channel 
with  not  more  than  800  feet  water  front,  in  the  possession  of  which  land 
the  military  authorities  will  afford  them  protection  until  such  time 
as  they  can  ijrotect  themselves  or  until  Congress  shall  regulate  their 
title.  The  quartermaster  may,  on  the  requisition  of  the  inspector  of 
settlements  and  plantations,  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  inspector  one 
or  more  ot  the  captured  steamers  to  ply  between  the  settlements  and 
one  or  more  of  the  commercial  points,  heretofore  named  in  orders,  to 
afford  the  settlers  the  opportunity  to  supply  their  necessary  wants 
and  to  sell  the  products  of  their  land  and  labor. 

IV.  Whpnever  a  negro  has  enlisted  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  he  may  locate  his  family  in  any  one  of  the  settlements  at 
pleasure  and  acquire  a  homestead  and  all  other  rights  and  privileges 
of  a  settler  as  though  present  in  person.  In  like  manner  negroes 
may  settle  their  families  and  engage  on  board  the  gun-boats,  or  in  fish- 
ing, or  in  the  navigation  of  the  inland  waters,  without  losing  any 
claim  to  land  or  other  advantages  derived  from  this  system.  But  no 
one,  unless  an  actual  settler  as  above  defined,  or  unless  absent  on  Gov- 
ernment service,  will  be  entitled  to  claim  any  right  to  land  or  property 
in  any  settlement  by  virtue  of  these  orders. 

V.  In  order  to  carry  out  this  system  of  settlement  a  general  officer 
will  be  detailed  as  inspector  of  settlements   and  plantations,  whose 
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duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  the  settlements,  to  regulate  their  police  and 
general  management,  and  who  will  furnish  personally  to  each  head  of 
a  family,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
a  possessory  title  in  writing,  giving  as  near  as  possible  the  description 
of  boundaries,  and  who  shall  adjust  all  claims  or  conflicts  that  may 
arise  under  the  same,  subject  to  the  like  approval,  treating  such  titles 
altogether  as  possessory.  The  same  general  ofiicer  ■vyill  also  be  charged 
with  the  enlistment  and  organization  of  the  negro  recruits  and  protect- 
ing their  interests  while  absent  from  their  settlements,  and  will  be 
governed  by  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  such  purpose. 

VI.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  Saxton  is  hereby  appointed  inspector  of  settlements 
and  plantations  and  will  at  once  enter  on  the  performance  of  his  duties. 
No  change  is  intended  or  desired  in  the  settlement  now  on  Beaufort 
Island,  nor  will  any  rights  to  property  heretofore  acquired  be  affected 
thereby. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  16,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing,  Beaufort  : 
General:  I  have  your  reports  of  Saturday  and  yesterday,  and  am 
glad  you  got  the  position  of  Pocotaligo  so  cheaply.      It  is  of  great 
value  to  us  in  the  future,  and  I  wish  you  to  have  it  thoroughly  strength- 
ened, and  all  water  channels  to  its  south  and  east  reconnoitered.    Don't 
seem  to  feel  up  the  peninsula,  but  rather  t^oward  the  Salkehatchie.    Go 
on  and  accumulate  supplies  and  stores,  and  get  ready  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble to  sally  forth  with  your  whole  wing  supplied  as  well  as  possible. 
I  have  ordered  Slocum  to  push  one  division  to  Hardeeville  and 
Purysburg,  and  to  open  up  communication  with  you.     I  will  try  and 
get  Davis  started  by  Wednesday,  but  cannot  hear  of  the  troops  from 
Baltimore  to  relieve  Geary  here.    I  will  not  move  from  Pocotaligo  till 
we  get  a  good  supply  in  our  wagons,  as  that  is  the  great  point. 
Truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  by  General  Howard  to  General  Blair.) 


Special        ^        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  14.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  16, 1865, 

II.  Leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days  under  provisions  of  Section  II, 
act  published  in  General  Orders,  No.  216,  War  Department,  series  1864, 
is  hereby  granted  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Green  B.  Raum,  Second  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  with  permission  to  proceed 
North. 
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VI.  The  major-general  commanding  not  desiring  to  displace  any  of 
his  present  division  or  brigade  commanders,  Brig.  Gen.  William  Van- 
dever,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  who  has  reported  to  these  headquarters  for 
assignment,  -will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  commanding  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Mississippi,  for  orders. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headqtjartees  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Focotaligo,  January  16, 1865. 
Captain  Taggaet, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Captain  :  General  Blair  requests  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
communication  from  General  Howard  in  reference  to  a  base  for  supplies 
for  this  corps,  and  to  say  that  he  has  already  sent  detachments  under 
charge  of  Lieutenant  McQueen  and  Ca]>tain  Henley  to  open  communi- 
cation with  the  Left  Wing.  A  report  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  they 
return.  The  general  has  positive  information  that  a  good  wharf  can 
be  built,  with  nine  or  ten  feet  of  water  at  low  tide.  There  is  also  a 
good  landing  at  or  near  Jenkins'  plantation,  on  the  TuUiflnny  Eiver, 
about  five  miles  above  its  month,  where  boats  can  land  and  discharge 
during  four  hours  each  tide.  General  Hatch  has  also  tendered  the  use 
of  liis  wharf,  situated  near  the  mouth  of  the  TuUitinny,  where  boats 
can  and  do  land  and  discharge  during  high  tide.  The  distance  from 
this  point  to  General  Hatch's  wharf  is  about  ten  miles,  about  eight 
miles  to  Mackay's  Point,  and  about  six  miles  to  Jenkins'  Landing.  As 
the  distance  to  Beautbrt  is  about  twenty-two  miles,  only  one  bridge 
over  the  Whale  Branch,  and  the  road  liable  to  become  impassable  by 
heavy  rains,  and  at  the  same  time  it  being  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  the  general  would  most  respectfully  request  per- 
mission to  build  a  wharf  or  dock  at  Mackay's  Point,  and  have  the  sup- 
plies for  his  command  landed  there.  While  this  work  is  being  built 
boats  can  land  and  discharge  at  the  other  wharf  and  landing  on  the 
TuUiflnny. 

I  inclose  a  sketch  of  the  position  of  the  different  wharves,  &c.*  I 
also  inclose  a  letter  which  General  Hatch  requested  the  general  to  send 
to  General  Howard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  HICKENLOOPER, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Asst.  Insp.  Gen.,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  16, 1865. 

Major-General  Blair  : 

General:  Your  dispatches  are  just  received,  and  I  am  pleased  at 
the  state  of  things  there,  but  am  anxious  to  open  communication  with 
Savannah.  With  reference  to  supplies,  General  Easton  says  that  there 
is  but  four  feet  of  water  in  the  mouth  of  tlie  TuUiflnny  Eiyer,  and  as 
the  boats  would  be  continually  running  on  sand-bars  I  think  for  the 

*  Not  found. 
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present  we  had  better  make  the  depot  of  supplies  here,  at  least  till  the 
roads  are  badly  cut  up.  If  the  wagons  would  not  run  always  in  the 
same  ruts,  but  take  different  tracks  in  the  road,  they  would  not  be  so 
quickly  cut  up.  Please  have  your  brigade  commanders  order  the 
wagon-masters  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

^        ^  •"•'        '  O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Obdees,  )  Hdqbs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

]Sfo.  17.  I  Savannah,  Ga..  January  16,  1865. 

*  *  *  '       m  #  *  * 

II.  The  following  ofiQcers  assigned,  by  brevet  rank,  to  duty  by  tne 
President,  will  report  for  duty  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis,  command- 
ing Fourteenth  Army  Corps:  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Absalom  Baird,  U.  S. 
Volunteers;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  P.  Buell,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  col- 
onel Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  C.  Hobart, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel  Twenty-flrst  Wisconsin  Volunteers;  Bvt. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  D.  Fearing,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel  Ninety-second  Ohio 
Volunteers. 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

H.  C.  EODGEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CiRCXJLAE.]  HEADQTJAETEKS  TWENTIETH  COEPS, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  16, 1865. 

Commanders  of  divisions  and  the  chief  of  artillery  of  the  corps  will 
order  an  inspection  of  the  wagon  trains  of  their  commands  with  the 
view  of  excluding  from  the  wagons  all  unauthorized  baggage.  They  will 
see  that  the  trains  of  the  headquarters  of  their  commands  are  not  in 
excess  of  allowance  made  by  existing  orders. 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

H.  W.  PEEKIlJfS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  January  16, 1865.     (Eeceived  1.40  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

■  General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  division  across  the  river  to-morrow  morning  and  occupy  the 
ground  now  held  by  the  Third  Division.  You  will  call  in  all  details  for 
fatigue  duty  except  those  at  work  corduroying  the  road  across  the 
islands  and  the  regiments  with  General  Easton.  Your  men  should 
start  with  three  days'  rations  and  what  forage  you  can  get.  The 
wagons  at  work  on  the  road  must  continue  on  that  duty  till  it  is  com- 
pleted. In  crossing  the  river  by  your  troops  and  trains  the  work  on 
the  road  should  be  hindered  as  little  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Hiavannah,  Ga.,  January  16, 1865. 
Brig.  Geu.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General  :  The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  move 
your  command  to-day  if  it  is  in  readiness,  if  not,  at  an  early  hour 
to-morrow  morning,  and  occupy  Hardeeville  and  Purysbnrg.  Take 
with  you  all  of  your  loaded  wagons,  leaving  the  empty  ones  to  follow 
as  soon  as  stores  can  be  obtained  to  fill  them.  A  guard  of  at  least  two 
regiments  should  be  left  for  the  trains  left  behind.  Your  commissary 
ought  also  to  remain  to  forward  the  supplies.  You  will  want  with  you 
two  days'  forage,  which,  with  what  you%au  get  from  the  country,  should 
be  made  to  last  four  days.  General  Howard's  troops  are  marching 
down  the  railroad  and  will  make  connection  with  you.  You  should 
take  with  you  three  days'  rations.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Asnmssen  will 
accompany  you.  Application  has  been  made  to  have  your  regiment 
now  with  General  Easton  relieved. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Signal  Department,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Hilton  Head,  January  16, 1865. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Vommanding  Milit<iry  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
Telegram  received.  Will  hurry  up  the  steamers.  Did  not  go  to 
Morris  Island  with  the  Secretary.  General  Howard  telegraphed  last 
night  that  General  Blair's  corps  was  on  the  railroad,  and  thus  cut  off 
Fort  Pocotaligo  from  re-enforcements  from  toward  Charleston.  I 
immediately  sent  orders  to  General  Hatch  to  advance  and  attack  from 
his  side,  and  in  every  way  co-operate  with  General  Howard,  with 
whom  he  is  in  communication.  I  will  send  a  boat  for  your  mail 
to-night, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  16,  1865. 

Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 
,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  statement*  of 
Steinborn  Fritz,  a  deserter  from  the  rebel  iron-clad  Palmetto  State  in 
Charleston  Harbor.  The  latest  information  received  from  General 
Hatch  states  on  the  authority  of  deserters  that  three  of  the  iron  clads 
in  Charleston  Harbor  have  disappeared,  and  one  supposed  to  have  been 
sunk  in  the  Cooper  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

*  Not  found. 
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General  Okders,  I   Hdqrs,  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  4.  )  Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  January  16,  1865. 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  having  been  attached  to  this  depart- 
ment, the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  the  same.  It  will 
in  future  be  designated  the  District  ot  North  Carolina,  Department  of 
the  South. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  District  of  North  Carolina  will  make 
the  usual  returns  and  reports  required  by  regulations  to  these  head- 
quarters. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  16,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  communications  of  the  15th 
instant,  reporting  the  evacuation  of  the  enemy  from  your  front;  also 
your  recommendations  in  regard  to  the  movement  of  the  troops  com- 
posing your  division.  The  following  disposition  of  your  command  will 
be  made  by  you  as  soon  as  you  have  the  order  to  leave  your  present 
locality  for  operations  elsewhere:  The  Thirty-third  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops  to  remain  at  Beaufort,  the  Twenty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  to 
be  sent  to  Morris  Island,  the  Thirty-second  U.  8.  Colored  Troops  to  be 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Saxton  for  duty  on  Edisto  Island.  The 
detachment  of  the  One  hundred  and  second  JJ.  S.  Colored  Troops,  now 
at  Beaufort,  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you  at  once  for  duty  in  the  field. 
Orders  will  be  issued  for  the  detachments  of  the  other  regiments  to  join 
their  respective  commands.  Your  whole  force  will  be  re-embarked  at 
Beaufort  when  it  moves. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  16, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Fox, 

Commanding  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  : 
Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that,  in  compli- 
ance with  instructions  from  General  Sherman,  you  will  leave  Thunder- 
bolt Battery  with  your  command,  and  relieve  the  garrisons  at  Forts 
Jackson  and  Bartow  at  once,  showing  these  instructions  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  each  of  the  above-named  forts. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Steamer  S.  E.  Spaulding,  January  16, 1865. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

g,  &c. : 


Sir:  Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  commanding  U.  S.  forces,  now 
at  Savannah,  Ga.,  desires  the  inclosed  important  dispatches  to  be 
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delivered  to  yoii,  with  the  request  that  you  have  them  forwarded  imme- 
diately to  the  general  commanding  our  forces  in  Xortli  Carolina,  and 
his  reply  forwarded  by  you  to  General  Sherman  at  Savannah.  The 
Secretary  of  War,  now  on  board  this  ship,  adds  his  request  that  you 
will  cause  the  dispatches  to  be  sent,  and  also  facilitate,  if  in  your 
power,  the  forwarding  of  the  reply.  Inclosed  is  an  order  placing  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  under  the  orders  of  Major-General  Sherman, 
with  a  view  to  future  military  operations.  A  portion  bf  General  Sher- 
man's forces  have  moved  from  Savannah  against  the  enemy  at  Poco 
taligo,  and  yesterday  occupied  the  railroad  at  that  place.  The  residue 
of  the  command  will  move  speedily,  leaving  a  force  to  occupy  Savannah. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

On  Board  Steamer  S.  li.  Spaulding, 

At  Sea,  January  16,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Pax,m:er,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  or 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Forces  in  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  is  just  returning  North  from  Savannah 
on  board  this  ship.  I  inclose  herewith  his  general  orders*  of  January 
12,  annexing  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  the  Department  of  the 
South,  and  placing  that  department  under  the  orders  of  Major-General 
Sherman.  I  have  also  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  instructions 
from  Major-General  Sherman,  to  which  you  will  please  give  immediate 
attention :  Send  at  once  by  return  to  General  Sherman  at  Savannah 
all  data  concerning  the  command  in  North  Carolina;  numbers  and 
stations  of  troops,  names  of  commanders,  and  how  far  out  your  line 
extends.  General  Sherman  also  directs  that  you  now,  at  once,  secure 
the  crossing  of  the  Neuse,  near  Kinston. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

E.  D.  TOWNSENlJ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[January  17, 1865. — For  Stanton  to  Lincoln  and  Stanton  to  Grant, 
referring  to  Sherman's  operations  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  &c., 
see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  II,  pp.  155, 157.] 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  17, 1865. 

Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  \ 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squ^idron,  off  Charleston: 
Dear  Admiral:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  note  of  the  16th 
instant,  with  the  letter  and  roll  of  charts  from  Admiral  Porter.  I  send 
you  herewith  a  letter  to  Admiral  Porter,  which  I  beg  you  will  send  him 
at  your  earliest  convenience,  but  it  is  not  of  enough  importance  to 
detach  a  ship.    I  regret  exceedingly  the  loss  of  the  monitor  Patapsco, 

*  See  p.  44. 
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especially  that  she  carried  doAvii  so  many  valuable  lives.  Admiral 
Porter  thinks  he  and  General  Terry  can  take  Fort  Fisher,  or  at  all 
events  occupy  the  peninsula  above  it  and  cut  it  off  from  Wilmington. 
Of  this  we  shall  hear  soon,  as  he  proposed  to  renew  the  attack  on  the 
13th  or  14th,  and  in  case  of  taking  Fort  Fisher  he  would  send  to  Charles- 
ton all  his  fleet,  save  enough  to  blockade  Wilmington  and  keep  up 
communications  for  the  troops  on  shore.  Otherwise  he  could  hold  on 
there  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  enemy  about  there,  to  keep  them 
from  me.  You  will  have  lieard  that  we  took  Pocotaligo  on  the  15th, 
according  to  my  plans,  and  we  now  have  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  Gen- 
eral Blair,  strongly  intrenched  on  the  railroad.  I  would  by  this  time 
also  have  had  my  Left  Wing  at  Sister's  Ferry,  but  have  been,  and  still 
am,  delayed  by  the  non-arrival  of  our  stores  necessary  to  fill  our  wagons. 
I  will  get  all  the  army  in  motion.  The  first  installment  of  General 
Grover's  division,  which  is  to  garrison  Savannah,  has  just  arrived  and 
all  will  be  in  to  morrow.  I  would  prefer  you  should  run  no  risk  at  all. 
When  we  are  known  to  be  in  rear  of  Charleston,  about  Branchville  and 
Orangeburg,  it  will  be  well  to  watch  if  the  enemy  lets  go  of  Charleston, 
in  which  case  Foster  will  occupy  it,  otherwise  the  feint  should  be  about 
Bull's  Bay.  We  will  need  no  cover  about  Port  Royal;  nothing  but  the 
usual  guard  ships.  I  think  you  will  concur  with  me  that,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  movement  of  my  army  to  the  rear  of  the  coast,  it  will  be 
unwise  to  subject  your  ships  to  the  heavy  artillery  of  the  enemy  or  his 
sunken  torpedoes.  I  will  instruct  Foster,  when  he  knows  I  have  got 
near  Branchville,  to  make  a  landing  of  a  small  force  at  Bull's  Bay,  to 
threaten,  and  it  may  be  occupy,  the  road  from  Mount  Pleasant  to  George- 
town. This  will  make  the  enemy  believe  I  design  to  turn  down  against 
Charleston  and  give  me  a  good  ofBng  for  Wilmington.  I  will  write  you 
again  fully  on  the  eve  of  starting  in  person. 
Your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHBRMAK, 

Major- General. 

[Inclosure.l 

Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  17,  1865. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Pouter, 

Commanding  Worth  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Wilmington : 
Dear  Admiral  :  I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  Jan- 
uary 12,  with  the  roll  of  maps,  for  which  I  am  much  obliged.  I  hope 
you  will  succeed  at  Fisher,  as  it  will  set  free  much  of  your  fleet  for 
other  purposes;  but  if  Terry  does  not  assault  he  should  occupy  the 
peninsula  at  the  narrow  neck  represented  on  the  map,  about  four  miles 
north  of  Fisher,  with  a  strong  line  looking  to  the  rear,  and  a  battery  of 
20-pounder  Parrotts  commanding  the  channel  of  Cape  Fear  Eiver!  I 
know  that  the  enemy  would  not  naturally  keep  in  Fort  Fisher  to  exceed 
500  or  600  men,  and  they  could  be  held  there.  Still,  if  he  takes  it,  it 
settles  that  matter,  and  the  majority  of  his  troops  could  return  to 
Grant  or  re-enforce  New  Berne  and  work  out  toward  Kinston.  I  will 
send  my  railroad  man,  W.  W.  Wright,  up  to  New  Berne,  and  can  send 
any  number  of  cars  and  locomotives,  so  that  we  can  use  that  road  back 
to  Kinston  and  Goldsborough.  We  have  also  a  good  deal  of  railroad 
iron.  Pursuant  to  ray  plan,  the  Seventeenth  Corps  got  Pocotaligo 
and  railroad  on  the  15th,  and  I  would  now  be  in  motion  for  Branch- 
ville and  Orangeburg,  only  stores  have  been  delayed  by  the  storms  of 
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the  past  month.  But  the  possession  of  Pocotaligo  and  road  back  to 
Beaufort,  and  also  from  here  forward  to  Hardeeville,  gives  me  a  clear 
start  and  I  will  be  off  as  soon  as  I  can  get  bread  enough  to  load  my 
wagons.  The  division  of  Grover,  sent  by  Grant  to  hold  Savannah,  has 
begun  to  arrive,  so  I  can  take  with  me  my  entire  army. 

I  have  studied  the  maps  well  and  like  the  appearance  of  New  Berne 
and  Goldsborough  and  would  like  New  Berne  held  with  all  tenacity. 
If  Lee  sees  the  points  he  may  try  to  checkmate  me  there,  and  if  you 
have  anything  to  do  with  it  hold  fast  to  New  Berne  with  the  tenacity 
of  life.  1  explained  its  importance  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  prom 
ised  to  run  in  there  and  attend  to  it.  1  am  rejoiced  that  the  current 
of  events  has  carried  Butler  to  Lowell,  where  he  should  have  stayed 
and  confined  his  bellicose  operations  to  the  facitory  girls.  He  always 
struck  me  as  a  mighty  man  of  words  but  little  in  deeds  of  personal 
valor.  We  will  be  along  soon  and  the  braggart  Carolinians  will  find  in 
our  Western  boys  a  diflerent  kind  of  metal.  See  how  easy  we  took 
McAllister  and  Pocotaligo,  that  have  defied  the  East.  The  latter  cost 
us  less  than  ten  lives.  I  will  make  a  good  ready,  and  then  stand  from 
under.  I  shall  account  it  a  happy  day  if  I  stand  once  more  on  your  deck. 
The  world  shall  not  be  grieved  at  little  jealousies,  for  we  feel  a  just 
pride  in  the  pure  courage  and  patriotism  of  each  other.  I  will  write 
you  again  before  I  again  dive  out  of  sight  and  hearing. 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Department  of  the  South, 
Office  Superintendent  Military  Telegraph, 

Hilton  Head,  IS.  C,  January  17,  18G5. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi,  Savannah,  Ga.  : 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  facts  for  your 
information  and  to  request  that  measures  be  taken  to  remedy  the  evil 
referred  to  without  delay,  or  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  render  the 
telegraph  lines  serviceable  to  the  staff  departments  of  the  army.  At 
the  request  of  Major-General  Howard  a  line  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
miles  in  length  was  repaired  and  extended  and  communication  opened 
with  Eosedew.  This  line  was  cut  down  r^eatedly  during  the  few 
days  that  General  Howard  required  service  from  it  and  the  labor 
expended  upon  it  thrown  away.  By  order  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding another  line  was  in  like  manner  repaired  and  extended  to 
headquarters  of  the  cavalry  division,  a  distance  of  nine  miles.  This 
line  also  has  been  repeatedly  cut  down  and  rendered  useless;  on 
one  occasion  two  miles  being  utterly  destroyed,  the  soldiers  using  the 
poles  for  fuel.  The  engineer  corps  destroyed  one  mile  and  a  half  of 
the  same  line,  evincing  gross  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  officer  hav- 
ing the  business  in  charge.  The  chiefs  of  the  quartermaster's  and 
commissary  departments  have  urgently  requested  that  telegraphic 
communication  be  established  with  this  point.  With  infinite  labor  a 
line  was  built  between  Savannah  and  Fort  Pulaski,  which,  with  our 
other  connections,  enabled  us  to  transmit  dispatches  between  General 
Howard's  army  and  headquarters  in  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  Within  forty- 
eight  hours  this  line  has  been  twice  cut  down.  The  nature  of  the 
country  renders  it  almost  impossible  to  build  these  lines  and  equally 
difficult  to  repair  them.    I  will  have  the  line  to  Pulaski  repaired  as 
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speedily  as  possible,  but,  as  the  services  of  my  constructing  ])arty  are 
required  elsewhere,  other  means  of  communication  must  be  resorted  to 
if  the  line  is  again  destroyed. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  &c,, 

JAMES  E.  GILMOKE, 
Capt.,  Asst.  Quartermaster,  and  Supt.  Mil.  Tel.,  Dept.  of  the  iSovt!.. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beavjort,  IS.  C,  January  17,  ISti'i. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
General  :  I  inclose  you  reports  of  reconnaissances  made  from  Poco- 
taligo.  If  Slocum  is  at  Robertsville,  as  pro])osed,  will  he  not  feel  for- 
ward toward  my  troops  or  Foster's?  "You  will  notice  Blair's  requests 
regardin  g  supplies.  I  have  directed  him  to  build  a  wharf,  as  he  desired, 
but  cannot  well  throw  up  supplies  there  till  we  get  through  transport- 
ing the  Fifteenth  Corps. 

From  some  information  1  have  received  I  am  inclined  to  the  belief 
that  the  enemy  will  draw  off  from  Charleston.  One  road  is  pretty 
good  from  here  to  Pocotaligo,  but  likely  to  rut  badly  in  places  and 
break  through  the  crust  if  it  rains.  I  have  sent  you  Vandever  and 
Harrow.  I  do  not  wish  to  displace  our  young  offlcers  who  have  "  borne 
the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day."  I  think  they  had  better  retire  from 
the  service,  in  order  that  these  young  men  may  have  their  places.  Har- 
row is  a  brave  man,  but  he  left  us.  Sweeny  has  been  cleared,  but  I 
don't  want  him  or  Veatcli.  They,  too,  might  be  mustered  out,  with  a 
view  to  the  interest  of  the  service,  and  in  order  to  promote  efficient, 
true,  and  hard-working  men. 
Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Special        ')        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  15.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  17,  1865. 

•  «#*#*# 

III.  The  major-general  commanding,  not  desiring  to  displace  any  of 
his  present  division  or  brigade  commanders.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Har- 
row, U.  S.  Volunteers,  who  has  reported  to  these  headquarters  for 
assignment,  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  commanding  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Mississippi,  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  for  orders. 

By  order  of  Ma).  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  17,  186.5. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major  general  commanding  to  say 
to  you  that  the  embarkation  of  your  command  will  cease  to-day.    You 
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will  please  move  the  balance  of  your  command  by  slow  and  easy 
marches  to  Pocotaligo,  S,  C,  via  the  Union  Causeway  turnpike,  cross- 
ing New  River  bridge,  and  taking  the  old  Charleston  road,  passing 
through  or  near  Grahamville  and  Coosawhatchie.  You  will,  if  practi- 
cable, move  your  command  on  Thursday,  the  19th  instant,  the  hour  of 
starting  to  be  designated  by  you,  and"  will  cause  all  the  wagons  of 
your  command  to  be  lightly  loaded  with  rations  and  forage,  not  taking 
more  than  1,000  pounds  in  each  wagon.  On  your  arrival  at  Pocotaligo 
you  will  take  up  a  defensive  position  and  report  to  the  major-general 
commandin  g  for  further  orders.  The  Engineer  Regiment,  with  its  trans- 
portation, and  the  cattle  belonging  to  this  army,  in  charge  of  the  chief 
commissary  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  follow  your  command. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

WM.  E.  STRONG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  17.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  17,  1865. 

******* 

III.  All  details  from  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions  of  this  corps 
are  hereby  relieved,  and  will  rejoin  their  commands  preparatory  to  an 
early  n;ovement  from  this  city. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan : 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  17,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  ; 
General:  lam  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request 
you  to  prepare  your  division  to  move  at  an  early  moment.  You  will 
take  in  your  wagons  as  much  forage  and  as  many  days'  rations  as  you 
can  obtain,  but  not  to  load  them  too  heavily.  The  men  will  carry  three 
days'  rations  in  their  haversacks.  Orders  have  been  issued  relieving 
details  from  your  division ;  they  will  rejoin  their  commands  at  once. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  17, 1865. 
Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  The  enemy  are  reported  to  have  abandoned  their  position 
at  Salkehatchie  bridge.    I  have  sent  a  force  there  to  ascertain.    As 
soon  as  they  return  I  will  forward  their  report. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  17,  1865. 
Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  :  Lieutenant  McQueen  has  returned,  and  reports  that  he 
met  Colonel  Gage,  with  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  and  Seventh  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry,  at  Xew  Kiver  bridge,  about  ten  miles  from  Savan- 
nah, and  that  the  bridge  was  destroyed  so  that  he  could  not  cross. 
Colonel  Gage  reports  that  a  portion  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  were  in 
camp  about  live  miles  this  side  of  Savannah,  and  that  they  had  orders 
to  move  at  8  o'clock  this  a.  m.,  but  had  not  moved  when  he  left  them. 
Two  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  were  ordered  to  move  by 
the  same  route,  but  had  not  yet  started.  They  had  heard  of  the  taking 
of  Pocotaligo  tlirougli  General  Howard's  dispatch.  The  bridges  on  the 
road  from  Grahamville  to  New  River  bridge  are  all  destroyed.  Lieu- 
tenant McQueen  reports  that  General  Hatch's  command  are  destroying 
the  railroad. 
I  forward  a  note  received  from  Colonel  Gage. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 

flnclOBUre.] 

Hdqes.  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Volunteers  Mounted, 

New  River  Bridge. 
Major-General  Blair  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  met  the  bearer  at  the 
New  River  bridge.  I  have  a  command  of  all  the  detachments  of  mounted 
men  from  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  This  is  the  only  bridge  of  any 
importance  on  the  road.  It  has  been  burned,  but  I  shall  be  able  to 
cross  by  2  p.  m.  January  17,  1865. 

Resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  S.  GAGE. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  January  17,  1865. 
Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my 
attempt  to  open  communication  Avith  General  Slocum  via  Robertsville : 

Capt.  William  Henley,  of  my  staff,  started  yesterday  morning  with 
about  seventy-five  mounted  men  on  the  Coosawhatchie  road  reaching 
a  point  about  six  miles  beyond  Gillisonville.  He  found  there  a  strong 
force  of  artillery  and  cavalry  and  was  obliged  to  return  to  Coosaw- 
hatchie, capturing,  however,  a  lieutenant,  a  surgeon,  and  ten  men  of 
the  enemy.  He  then  went,  via  Grahamville  and  Bradham's,  to  within 
eight  miles  of  Robertsville,  where  he  found  the  enemy's  pickets.  He 
had  captured  a  man  of  the  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry  at  Brad- 
ham's,  who  reported  that  one  division  of  Wheeler's  cavalry  and  Kana- 
paux's  battery  of  seven  pieces  were  at  Robertsville.  The  people  along 
the  road  confirmed  this  statement.  He  was,  therefore,  obliged  to 
return.  Citizens  on  the  road  report  our  force  at  Purysville  and  Har- 
risonville,  on  the  Savannah  River.     Wheeler's  command  left  Graham- 
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ville  on  Sunday  morning,  moving  toward  Eobertsville.  Lieutenant 
McQueen  passed  through  Grahamville  about  noon  yesterday  and  his 
road  was  reported  free  from  obstructions. 

If  you  think  best  I  will  send  a  force  of  infantry  adequate  to  open 
the  road  to  Eobertsville,    The  force  I  sent  this  p.  m.  to  Salkehatchie 
have  returned  and  report  the  enemy  still  there  with  seven  pieces  of 
artillery  in  sight  from  the  road  and  they  strengthening  their  works. 
Kespectfully, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  17,  1865. 
[Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Eodgers:] 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  pre- 
vious instructions  my  command  has  been  preparing  for  the  coming 
campaign,  with  the  following  success:  All  the  divisions  are  wanting  in 
ammunition,  which  they  will  be  able  to  procure  probably  by  to-morrow 
evening.  All  the  divisions  are  still  deficient  in  clothing,  but  expecting 
it  daily.  My  quartermaster  reports  but  two  days'  forage  in  the  corps, 
and  is  informed  that  the  forage  intended  to  fill  up  our  trains  cannot  be 
gotten  to-night;  that  it  is  on  transports  on  the  river  and  may  be 
expected  at  any  time.  The  corps  cannot  move  to-morrow  as  expected, 
without  great  inconvenience  arising  from  leaving  these  things  behind. 
Please  lay  this  report  without  delay  before  the  general  commanding 
the  wing  for  his  information  and  instructions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding, 


Headqxtarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

January  17, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  0.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  unload  sixty  wagons 
and  send  them  to  report  at  General  Williams'  headquarters  at  8  o'clock 
this  evening.  The  wagons  ordered  from  you  this  morning  did  not 
report.  You  can  delay  your  movement  until  Thursday  morning  (the 
19th),  and  in  the  meantime  do  what  you  can  to  complete  your  supplies. 
It  is  very  important  that  these  wagons  report  promptly  this  evening  to 
aid  in  repairing  the  road  across  the  river. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  EODGEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  17, 1865. 

Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Headquarters  Fourteenth  Corps: 

Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  circular,  asking  whether  my  division 
will  be  ready  to  move  to-morrow  morning,  I  have  to  state  that  every- 
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thing  has  been  done  that  I  or  my  officers  can  do,  and  that  with  the 
exception  of  certain  very  necessary  supplies  we  are  ready.  I  have  on 
hand  forage  for  to-morrow  and  the  next  day.  More,  it  is  said,  will 
arrive  during  the  night.  My  ammunition  is  short  about  80,000  rounds 
or  one-fourth  the  amount  we  can  carry.  This,  we  are  told,  is  expected 
momentarily.  I  also  lack  several  articles  of  clothing,  particularly 
stockings  and  pants,  but  these  are  also  on  their  way  and  may  arrive  at 
any  moment. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BAIED, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquartees  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  17, 1865. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  B.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  I).  C.  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  most  respectfully  to  request  that  brevets 
may  be  given  to  the  following-named  officers  of  my  command  for  gal- 
lant and  distinguished  services  in  the  field,  viz,  Brig.  Gen.  John  P. 
Hatch,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  major-general  for  long  and  con- 
tinued services  in  this  department,  uniform  bravery,  and  gallant  con- 
duct, particularly  at  the  action  of  Honey  Hill,  on  30th  of  November, 
1864,  and  for  valuable  and  efficient  services  from  that  battle  up  to  his 
occupation  of  the  Charleston  and  gavannah  Railroad,  and  the  works 
at  Coosawhatchie,  TuUifinny,  Dawson's  Blufl',  and  Bee's  Creek;  Brig. 
Gen.  Edward  E.  Potter,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  major-general 
for  long  and  efficient  service  in  North  Carolina;  also  for  his  bravery, 
gallant  conduct,  and  valuable  services  rendered  at  the  action  of  Honey 
Hill,  and  in  all  the  operations  of  the  Coast  Division,  under  Brigadier- 
General  Hatch,  to  the  occupation  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Rail- 
road and  the  batteries  above-named;  Col.  A.  S.  Hartwell,  Fifty-fifth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  brigadier-general  for  distin- 
guished and  valuable  service  at  the  action  of  Honey  Hill,  where  he 
received  three  severe  wounds. 

I  earnestly  recommend  that  the  above-named  officers  may  be  brevet- 
ted  to  date  from  November  30,  1864,  the  date  of  the  action  at  Honey 
Hill,  S.  C,  as  a  mark  of  reward  to  these  gallant  officers  and  a  compli- 
ment to  the  brave  men  they  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hilton  Head,  January  17, 1865. 
Major-General  Sherman  : 

Fort  Fisher  was  taken  at  10  p.  m.  on  the  15th  by  assault;  1,780  well 
prisoners  and  72  guns.  Have  dispatches  for  you.  I  will  start  with 
them  at  once. 

FOSTER, 

General. 
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Headcjuakters  Department  oe  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  January  17, 186',. 
Mai.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Comdg.  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Beaufort,  8.  G. : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  for  your  informa- 
tion, a  condensed  report  made  up  from  the  statements  of  rebel 
deserters,  refugees,  and  escaped  Union  officers  of  the  enemy's  defen- 
sive works,  &c.,  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Kailroad,  from  the 
Edisto  River  to  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[In  closure.] 

Report  of  rebel  defensive  icorl^s  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Bail- 
road  from  the  Edisto  to  the  marshes  on  the  Savannah  River. 

Edisto. — At  the  crossing  of  the  Edisto,  no  works  known;  bridge, 
350  feet  in  length ;  no  troops  near  the  river  above  the  bridge,  and  no 
manned  batteries  believed  to  be  below  it.    November,  1864. 

Ashepoo. — Bridge, 300  feet  long;  country  open ;  earth- work  at  railroad 
station  north  of  the  river.  On  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  a  short 
distance  above  the  bridge,  is  a  slight  epaulemeut  without  guns. 
Between  Ashepoo  and  Pocotaligo  lives  a  man  named  Butler,  who,  in 
November,  1864,  had  captured  more  than  seventy  escaped  Union 
officers  by  dogs. 

Salkehatchie. — Bridge,  200  feet  long;  no  works  there  or  between 
there  and  Pocotaligo. 

Co»»6a7»cc.— Battery  at  Combahee  Ferry,  behind  a  creek  and  between 
the  creek  and  road,  made  to  run  earth-works  into.  The  ferry  is  three 
miles  from  the  railroad,  and  in  September  an  infantry  company  was 
stationed  there.  Small  battery  with  one  iron  gun  on  Tar  Bluft';  another 
battery,  not  large,  on  Field's  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Combahee; 
small  work  with  one  large  iron  gun  at  the  near  side  of  the  ferry  on 
Williman's  (Williams'?)  Island.  Bull  River  navigable.  The  creek  run- 
ning by  Kean's  Neck  (sometimes  called  Summer  House  Island)  is  not 
for  steam-boats.  Four  miles  from  Combahee  Ferry,  on  a  creek  running 
into  Combahee  River,  are  salt-works  at  wliich  fifty  men  are  employed. 

Pocofnligo. — No  troops  at  Pocotaligo,  except  at  the  station ;  two  cav- 
alry companies  at  New  Station;  five  men  at  Pocotaligo  Station  in  Sep- 
tember, 1864;  militia  regiment  under  Major  Sorwin  at  Pocotaligo 
Station;  three  companies  South  Carolina  cavalry  at  Pocotaligo  in  Sep- 
tember. 1864.  The  depot  for  troops  is  at  Pocotaligo  and  all  stores  were 
issued  thence  in  July,  1864.  The  station  is  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
Pocotaligo.  The  railroad  bridge  is  only  ten  yards  long.  An  inclosed 
work  at  the  old  bridge  with  three  large  guns,  the  ditch  about  five  feet 
deep;  no  force  stationed  at  the  battery;  very  heavy  works.  At  Po- 
cotaligo, to  the  right  of  the  main-road  bridge,  are  works  with  seven 
guns.  The  works  extend  from  the  bridge  all  the  way  down  to  the  Union 
road.  At  Pocotaligo  and  Port  Royal  Ferry  in  July,  1864,  were  part  of 
Fourth  Georgia  Cavalry  (-500),  two  companies  Third  South  Carolina 
Cavalry  (150),  Bachman's  and  Stuart's  batteries  (250). 

McPhersonville. — Not  fortified;  two  batteries  of  light  artillery  there, 
but  no  infantry,  in  September,  1864. 

From  Pocotaligo  to  Port  Royal  Ferry. — The  country  is  open  with  back 
water  for  rice  plartations;  it  is  easy  to  go  through;  but  few  troops  on 
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the  road.  When  you  pass  Garden's  Corners  to  the  left  (going  from  the 
ferry  to  PocotaUgo)  on  the  Union  road  there  are  obstructions  and  a 
field-work  commanding  the  main  road;  and  still  farther  to  the  left  near 
Bridge  Church  is  another  work.  On  the  Union  road  above  Sheldon 
Church  are  more  obstructions  (abatis),  but  no  works.  Above  where 
Stony  Creek  crosses  the  Pocotaligo  road  there  is  an  earth-work.  Stony 
Creek  is  not  fordable  below  tlie  road,  but  is  above,  where  there  are  rice 
fields  with  water  standing  about  knee  deep.  Seven  miles  from  the  ferry 
is  a  mud  fort  with  two  guns  (apparently  same  captured  by  Captain 
Gouraud  December  5, 1864) ;  cannon  broken  and  lying  by  road  about  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  from  ferry.  From  the  cannon  on  a  line  toward  the 
creek  in  open  woods,  a  negro  says,  there  were  torpedoes,  kind  unknown, 
in  August,  18G4. 

Port  Boyal  Ferry. — Picket  of  lieutenant  and  five  men  in  Septem- 
ber, 1864;  picket  relieved  from  Pocotaligo;  slight  earth- works,  fallen  to 
decay  ;  about  100  yards  from  causeway,  west  of  road,  in  the  brush  on 
heavy,  hard  ground,  about  thirty  yards  from  marsh,  nearly  opposite 
where  the  ambulance  wagon  stops  is  a  heavy  mine,  got  at  by  a  trap- 
door; it  is  close  to  the  m.ajor's  quarters.  An  extra  guard  is  stationed 
ten  or  fifteen  yards  beyond  it,  evidently  intended  to  watah  it.  Noth- 
ing of  the  kind  was  seen  by  the  reconnaissance  of  December  5,  1864. 

Gonpoii's  Bluff. — Below  Page's  Point;  a  good  landing,  and  no  works 
on  the  road  till  you  reach  Stony  Creek  Church. 

From  Pocotaligo  to  Mackayh  Bluff. — Breast-works  at  Heuston's  place 
with  places  for  light  guns ;  also  at  the  bridge  at  Causton's,  and  at  the 
bridge  near  Prampton's.  Both  these  creeks  can  be  forded  above  the 
bridge,  but  not  below. 

From  Pocotaligo  to  Tullifinny  River. — No  works  either  on  the  rail- 
road or  the  dirt  road,  except  works  facing  Mackay's  Point.  (See 
above.) 

Tullifinny  River. — Eailroad  bridge,  150  yards  long;  dirt-road  (?) 
bridge,  75  to  100  yards  long;  no  works  at  railroad  bridge.  On  dirt 
road  at  Mason's  Bridge,  on  Pocotaligo  side  of  the  creek,  is  a  battery 
for  field  pieces.    The  existence  of  such  battery  is  denied. 

Peninsula  beticeen  Tullifinny  and  Coosawhatchie  Rivers. — Intrench- 
ments  along  line  of  road  alleged  to  exist  do  not  exist.  From  lower 
landing  to  cross-roads,  four  miles,  and  from  upper  landing  to  cross- 
roads, three  miles  and  three-quarters;  from  cross-road  to  railroad,  one- 
quarter  of  a  mile  (this  is  wrong ;  it  is  at  least  half  a  mile,  probably  more) ; 
from  cross-roads  to  either  bridge  on  tlie  dirt  road,  three-quarters  of  a 
mile.  No  works  oti  road  leadingupthe  peninsula;  country  mostly  open, 
with  some  belts  of  woods  till  reaching  (sross-roads,  thence  thick  wood 
with  some  openings,  but  no  beaten  road  to  railroad;  rivers  fringed  by 
woods;  sixteen  men  from  Kanapaux's  company  on  picket  at  Gregory's. 

Coosawhatchie  River. — Kailroad  bridge  on  trestles  fifty  feet  (?)  long; 
fifty  yards  long,  no  trestle-work ;  in  three  sections,  200, 150,  and  100  yards 
long,  respectively,  Dirt  road  runs  along  railroad;  bridge  is  the  same 
(wrong);  two  planks  run  along  middle  of  railroad  bridge;  dirt  road 
bridge,  75  or  100  yards  long.  On  December  6  regiment  of  Georgia 
Keserves  (300  or  400)  near  bridge;  artillery  said  to  be  there.  Country 
between  railroad  and  dirt  road  open,  with  woods  in  a  bend  of  river  on 
north  side,  houses  on  south  side.  On  south  side  of  Coosawhatchie  are 
heavj'  works  for  six  guns,  with  rifle-pits;  works  not  closed  (?).  The 
railroad  runs  through  the  batteries ;  one  large  and  one  small  battery 
on  either  side  of  the  railroad ;  they  look  south  and  down  the  river. 
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Dawsonh  Landing.— Good  landing;  open,  hard  ground;  no  woods  or 
marsli;  two  bridges  of  about  fifteen  feet  each  not  far  from  landing. 
You  can  go  round  the  bridges.  The  bottom  is  hard.  ]3attery  with 
two  guns,  one  a  32-pounder,  near  the  house. 

From  Goosawhatchie  to  Grahamville. — No  batteries  on  railroad. 

From  Boyd's  Nech  to  Goosawhatchie  and  Graha7nville.—From  land- 
ing to  cross-roads,  two  and  a  quarter  miles;  on  Goosawhatchie  road, 
from  cross-road  to  Newhall  Church,  about  one  mile  and  a  half;  two  small 
earth  works  across  the  road,  one  on  either  side  of  the  Newhall  Church; 
from  Newhall  Church  to  the  swamp.  Bee  Creek,  a  mile  and  a  half.  Two 
hundred  yards  from  swamp,  Bee  Creek,  toward  the  cross-roads,  is  a 
battery  covering  also  the  Grahamville  and  Goosawhatchie  road.  On 
the  5th  of  December  there  were  in  this  battery  two  6-pounders  and  one 
12-pounder.  There  is  a  cross-road  from  the  Boyd's  Neck  to  the  Graham- 
ville road  before  reaching  this  battery.  The  road  leading  from  the  cross- 
roads to  Grahamville  is  disused  and  partly  overgrown.  From  battery 
at  fork  of  the  roads  to  Grahamville  is  five  miles.  On  Goosawhatchie 
and  Grahamville  road,  two  miles  from  Grahamville,  is  a  stout  little  bat- 
tery. From  cross-roads  to  the  church  where  the  road  turns  to  Graham- 
ville is  one  mile  (rather  more).  From  church  to  Honey  Hill  is  three 
miles.  At  Honey  Hill  is  battery  with  no  guns  permanently  in  it; 
infantry  intrenchments  in  woods  on  either  side  of  battery;  battery  500 
yards  from  sharp  turn  of  the  road  in  densely  wooded  country  (Captain 
Gourand,  aide  de-camp) ;  200  yards  (Colonel  Gurney,  One  hundred  and 
twenty-seventh  New  York) ;  battery  on  thirty  feet  rise  of  ground  (Brig. 
Gen.  E.  E.  Potter,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Colonel  Gurney);  from  battery  at 
Honey  Hill  to  Grahamville  two  miles;  no  battery  between  Honey  Hill 
and  Grahamville. 

Grahamville. — In  September  no  work  at  Grahamville;  in  July  eight 
companies  of  cavalry  and  battery  of  artillery;  in  September  Captains 
Peeples'  and  Howard's  comi^anies  of  cavalry  and  Lieutenant  Johnson's 
section  of  rifled  brass  guns,  the  same  which  were  used  at  Chimney 
Point. 

From  Grahamville  to  Savannah  Biver. — No  batteries  between  Gra- 
hamville and  Ferebeeville.  On  the  road  leading  from  Ferebeeville  to 
the  Goosawhatchie  and  Bluffton  road  are  two  works,  one  on  each  side  of 
the  road,  about  three  miles  from  Ferebeeville.  At  New  Eiver  is  a  good 
railroad  bridge  150  yards  long.  At  Hardeeville  in  August,  1864,  was 
a  battery  of  artillery.  At  Bluffton  in  September,  1864,  was  Captain 
Kirkland's  cavalry  company  and  some  artillery. 


General  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  5.  3  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  January  17, 1865. 

A  military  tax  of  one  per  cent  will  be  levied  on  all  goods  brought 
into  this  department,  except  the  District  of  North  Carolina,  for  the 
purpose  of  trade,  on  and  after  this  date.  The  value  of  such  goods  will 
be  determined  by  the  invoices  passed  through  the  custom-house  at  Hil- 
ton Head.  The  fund  accruing  from  this  tax  shall  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  steam  and  other  fire  engines,  repairing  wharves, 
roads,  public  buildings,  and  other  necessary  civil  expenses  for  the  sev- 
eral cities  and  towns  within  the  limits  of  this  department.  Lieut.  Col. 
James  H.  Strong,  First  North  Carolina  Union  Volunteers,  is  hereby 
detailed  to  attend  to  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  this  fund, 
under  the  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding.    Lieut.  Col.  S. 
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L.  Woodford,  Oue  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers, 
will  act  for  Lieutenant-Colonel  Strong  until  the  arrival  of  that  officer 
from  North  Carolina. 
By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster : 

W.  L.  M.  BURGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Oedeks,  )  Hdqks.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  6.  )  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  17,  1865. 

******* 
II.  Capt.  James  E.  Gilmore,  assistant  quartermaster,  having  reported 
to  these  headquarters  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  War 
Department,  is  hereby  announced  as  superintendent  of  military  tele- 
graphs in  this  department,  and  will  be  respected  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGBE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Coast  Div.,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

JS'o.  35.  )  Deveauxh  Fech,  S.  C,  January  17,  1865. 

The  Thirty-second  IT.  S.  Colored  Troops  are  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  with  this  division,  and  will  proceed  as  soon  as  transportation  can 
be  furnished  to  Beaufort,  S.  C,  and  there  report  to  Brevet  Major-Gen- 
eral  Saxton  for  dnty. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 
First  lAeut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  January  17, 1865. 
General  Scammon, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Florida: 
General  :  Now  that  Fort  Fisher  is  captured  and  General  Sherman 
moving,  I  think  it  a  good  time  to  get  together  all  of  your  available 
men  and  advance  into  the  country  on  a  sort  of  Union  march,  as  far  as 
you  judge  safe  and  prudent  or  desirable.  Select  your  point  of  attack 
and  route.  Stimulate  the  Union  sentiment  in  the  manner  of  General 
Sherman  at  Savannah.  The  news  is  glorious. 
Truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Neio  Berne,  N.  C,  January  17,  1865. 
Mai.  Gren.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Savannah,  Ga.: 
General:   I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Brig.  Gen.  E.  D. 
Townsend,  assistant  adjutant-general,  written  on  the  10th  instant, 
from  on  board  the  steamer  S.  E.  Spaulding,  and  inclosing  to  me  the 
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order  annexing  the  District  of  North  Carolina  to  the  Department  of 
the  South,  and  directing  me  to  furnish  you  certain  information  con- 
cerning the  command  iu  North  Carolina. 

In  a  communication  to  Eear- Admiral  Porter,  and  in  a  private  letter 
written  to  you  on  the  13th  instant,  both  of  which  you  have  doubtless 
ere  this  received,  I  gave  you  in  general  terms  the  information  called 
for  in  the  letter  of  General  Townsend.  I  shall,  however,  inclose  here- 
with reports  fiom  my  own  headquarters,  together  with  those  in  detail 
from  the  sub-districts  and  stations  under  my  command  up  to  the  10th 
instant.  I  believe  they  explain  themselves.  Since  that  date  no  material 
changes  have  taken  place.  I  shall  also  iutilose  a  report  of  the  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores  on  hand  iu  tlie  arsenal  here,  together  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  armament  of  the  various  works  in  tliis  command,  since  the 
date  of  which  no  particular  changes  have  taken  i)lace.  I  will  also  state 
that  we  keep  constantly  on  hand  at  least  ninety  days'  rations  for  all 
the  troops  iu  the  district. 

For  fear  that  you  may  not  have  received  the  communication  already 
referred  to  as  having  been  sent  you  by  Admiral  Porter,  I  will  state: 

1.  The  railroad. — This  is  in  tolerable  running  order  from  Morehead 
City  to  Batchelder's  Creek,  which  is  our  extreme  outpost  on  the  railroad 
toward  Kinston,  and  with  little  trouble  I  can  place  it  in  order  as  far  as 
Core  Creek,  ten  miles  farther.  From  Core  Creek  to  Kinston,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  eighteen  miles,  the  road  has  been  in  a  great  measure 
destroyed,  but,  as  the  grade  is  still  preserved,  it  could  be  easily  relaid. 
I  have,  however,  no  iron  here  to  do  this.  There  are  now  on  tlie  road 
four  engines,  two  passenger  cars,  about  ten  each  of  box-cars  and  crates, 
and  twenty  platform-cars  in  order,  and  twenty  which  can  be  repaired. 

2.  Water  transportation. — This  consists  of  eight  small  steamers,  fit 
only  for  the  rivers  and  sounds,  and  two  tugs.  None  of  these  are  in 
very  good  order,  and  barely  sufficient  to  transact  business  about  the 
sounds. 

3.  Outposts. — These  extend  in  a  line  toward  Kinston,  from  the  Trent 
to  the  Neuse  River,  a  distance  of  about  twelve  miles;  all  the  points 
of  this  line  being  about  eight  miles  from  New  Berue. 

The  number  of  troops  at  the  different  stations,  as  shown  by  the 
returns  inclosed,  are  barely  sufficient  to  hold  them.  All  the  troops  that 
could  possibly  be  spared  from  this  district  were  sent  to  Virginia  early 
in  the  spring  of  1864.  I  have,  however,  been  able  from  time  to  time  to 
send  off  various  expeditions  into  the  interior,  which  I  flatter  myself 
had  the  eftect  to  hold  no  inconsiderable  force  of  the  enemy  in  this 
State,  and  away  from  other  scenes  of  active  operations. 

4.  Fortifications.— The  different  fortifications  and  field-works  are  in 
good  condition,  well  armed  and  supplied,  but  weakly  garrisoned. 

In  General  Townsend's  letter  he  informs  me  that  you  direct  that  the 
crossing  of  the  Neuse  at  Kinston  be  at  once  secured.  With  regard  to 
this,  I  would  state  that  the  Neuse  Eiver  can  be  forded  at  one  or  more 
points  a  few  miles  above  and  below  Kinston  at  the  ordinary  stage  of 
the  river.  To  secure  the  railroad  crossing  of  the  Neuse  Eiver  at  Kin- 
ston it  will  be  necessary  to  capture  and  hold  securely  that  place.  Two 
of  my.  scouts  have  this  morning  returned  from  near  Kinston,  and  I  am 
satisfied  from  the  information  I  have  obtained  from  them  that  there  is 
only  a  small  force,  not  to  exceed  two  or  three  regiments,  with  from 
twelve  to  sixteen  pieces  of  light  artillery,  in  and  about  Kinston.  But 
the  bridge  on  the  south  and  east  side  of  the  Neuse  is  defended  by  field- 
works  with  some  heavy  guns.  Now,  while  I  think  it  possible,  with  the 
force  which  I  can  collect,  to  capture  Kinston,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
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it  could  be  held,  aud  I  was  just  on  the  point  of  making  a  visit  to  Lieu- 
tenant General  Grant  for  tlie  purpose  of  obtaining  a  small  additional 
force,  say  four  regiments  of  infantry,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  and 
holding  that  town  until  I  could  put  the  railroad  in  order  from  that 
place  to  this,  as  I  have  calculated  that  you  would  certainly  very  soon 
send  a  force  through  North  Carolina,  when  it  will  be  all  important  for 
you  to  have  your  communication  with  the  coast  complete. 

Now,  general,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  will  approve  of  my  send- 
ing direct  to  General  Grant  to  ask  for  this  additional  force,  aud  to  beg 
of  him  to  send  here  as  soon  as  possible  the  necessary  material  and  men 
to  finish  the  road  from  here  to  Kinston;  consequently  I  shall  do  so. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  I  shall  organize  as  quietly  as  possible  as 
strong  a  force  as  I  can,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  Kinston,  aud  if 
you  think  the  attempt  had  better  be  made  whether  we  can  hold  it  or 
not,  it  shall  be  done. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  rebels  can  spare  any  troops  to  re-enforce 
Kinston  at  this  time,  but  in  all  former  expeditions  to  that  place  we 
have  found  that  they  could  quickly  pour  down  from  Goldsborough  a 
force  far  superior  in  numbers  to  any  we  could  bring  against  them. 

I  have  no  means  of  ascertaiuing  what  is  now  in  Goldsborough,  but 
it  is  my  impression  that  all  the  force  they  could  possibly  spare  has  been 
sent  toward  Wilmington.  As  our  army  aud  fleet  will  in  all  probability 
capture  Wilmington  in  a  few  days,  if  they  have  not  already  done  so, 
it  will  have  the  effect  to  liberate  a  large  number  of  their  troops  that 
can  readily  move  up  the  railroad  toward  Kinston,  and  not  only  drive 
out  any  small  force  I  might  have  there,  but  also  menace  New  Berne 
itself.  I  only  mention  this  matter  as  something  to  consider  in  my  cal- 
culations. I  hope  that  some  regular  means  of  communication  with  you 
will  be  established  without  delay.  Will  you  please  recollect  that  I  have 
no  boats  that  I  can  send,  and  I  am  entirely  dependent  upon  the  Navy 
for  means  of  communication. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  18,  1865. 
Hon.  Simeon  Draper, 

Special  Agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  Savannah,  Ga.  : 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Major-General  Sherman  to  acknowledge  your 
letter  of  the  17th  instant,  inclosing  a  communication  from  the  mayor 
of  the  city  with  reference  to  the  rice  captured  in  this  city.  General 
Sherman  desires  me  to  say  that  the  subject  of  your  letter  will  be  at  once 
referred  to  General  Beckwith,  his  chief  commissary,  who  has  charge  of 
this  whole  matter.  He  thinks  it  probable,  however,  that  it  will  be 
found  necessary  to  retain  all  the  rice  in  the  hands  of  the  army,  in  order 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  soldiers  and  other  persons  dependent  on  us 
for  subsistence,  and  therefore  he  prefers  that  no  part  of  it  should  be 
taken  possession  of  by  the  Treasury  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Ciup.LIX.]  COEKESPONDENOE,  ETC. UNION.  81 

Special       ^    Hdqes.  Mil.  Div.  op  the  Mississippi, 
FiELB  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  17.  )  January  18,  ]865. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Harrow,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  reporting  to  the 
general  commanding,  by  order  of  Major-General  Howard,  command- 
ing Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  will  report  in  person  to 
the  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  assignment. 
The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Vandever,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  trans- 
ferred Irom  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee  to  the  Department  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  will  report  in  person  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis 
for  assignment  to  duty. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        ^  Hdqss.  Mil.  Div.  of  a:HE  Mississippi, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Savannah^  Ga,, 

No.  18.  )  January  18, 1865. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum,  commanding  Left  Wing,  will  to  morrow, 
January  19,  turn  over  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  the  South,  the  command  and  charge  of  the  city  of  Savannah, 
Ga. 

II.  Major-General  Foster  wiU  thereon  relieve  the  guards,  patrols,  and 
fatigue  parties  belonging  to  General  Geary's  command  and  assign  a 
commander  for  the  ijost  and  city  of  Savannah,  to  be  governed  by  exist- 
ing orders  and  instructions  from  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  18, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  16th  instant  relative  to  movements,  &c.  I  had  already 
directed  a  scouting  party  to  reconuoiter  toward  Gillisonville.  General 
Blair  reports  that  the  party  found  the  enemy  (artillery,  and  cavalry) 
about  six  miles  beyond  Gillisonville.  They  were  obliged  to  return  to 
Coosawhatchie,  capturing,  however,  a  surgeon,  lieutenant,  and  ten  men 
of  the  enemy.  The  officer  in  command  then  struck  oif  via  Graham- 
ville  toward  Eobertsville.  When  within  eight  miles  of  that  point  they 
ran  upon  the  enemy's  picket.  They  learned  from  a  prisoner  captured 
from  the  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry  that  one  division  of  Wheeler's 
cavalry,  with  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  was  at  Eobertsville.  Citizens 
on  the  road  confirm  this  statement.  General  Blair  further  reports  that 
a  party  sent  last  evening  (17th)  to  Salkehatchie  found  the  enemy  still 
6  R  R— vol  XL VII,  PT  II 
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there,  with  seven  pieces  of  artillery  in  sight  from  the  road,  and 
strengthening  their  works.  I  have  directed  General  Blair  to  keep  up 
his  reconnaissances  toward  Salkebatchie. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O,  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  18,  18(>5. 

General  Howard: 

Dear  General  :  Your  noteof  January  17,  with inclosures, is  received. 
It  is  best  that  all  the  Fifteenth  Corps  not  yet  off  should  march,  and 
that  you  get  your  whole  command  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pocotaligo 
and  Coosawhatchie  and  make  as  many  wharves  as  possible,  that  you 
may  accumulate  stores  in  your  wagons.  Slocum  has  two  divisions  at 
Hardeeville  and  Purysbnrg,  and  to-day  a  gunboat  and  two  transports 
move  up  to  that  point,  and  it  will  be  five  days  before  Slocum  can  have 
Sister's  Ferry  and  Robertsville.  The  division  of  Cuvier  Grover  is  now 
arriving  and  will  occupy  Savannah.  This  will  relieve  Geary's  division. 
Davis  will  start  to-morrow  for  Sister's  Ferry  on  the  west  bank  of 
Savannah,  with  Kilpatrick's  cavalry.  I  now  have  official  notice  that 
General  Terry  carried  Fort  Fisher  by  assault,  capturing  72  guns  and 
1,780  prisoners.  This  closes  up  Cape  Fear  Biver  and  helps  us.  I  want 
them  also  to  strengthen  New  Berne,  and  work  out  the  railroad  toward 
Goldsborough.  Get  your  command  so  as  to  move  north  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  get  all  the  bread  and  forage  accumulated  you  can.  As 
soon  as  possible  we  will  cast  off,  and  then  for  another  cruise  that  will, 
in  my  judgment,  do  more  to  bring  matters  to  a  crisis  than  the  last. 
Choose  the  best  points  you  can  find  to  land  stores  for  Pocotaligo. 
Don't  cross  the  Salkehatchie,  but  hold  all  the  ground  up  to  it,  as  though 
we  intended  to  break  across.  The  next  movement  I  want  the  enemy  to 
feel  is  from  the  left  flank.  Purysburg  is  reported  as  a  fine  point,  with 
deep  river  and  a  good  bluff. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

January  18,  1865.     (Via  Hilton  Head.) 
General  Sherman: 

Lieutenant  McQueen,  of  my  escort,  has  just  returned  from  a  recon- 
naissance. He  communicated  with  a  regiment  of  General  Logan's 
mounted  infantry  at  New  liiver  bridge  yesterday  a.  ra.  The  small 
bridges  are  destroyed;  the  road  otherwise  good.  He  brings  from 
General  Blair  fifteen  prisoners,  including  two  commissioned  officers. 
Do  you  wish  the  railroad  destroyed? 

HOWARD, 

General. 
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Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

January  18,  1865.     (Via  Hilton  Head.) 
General  Sherman: 

General  Blair  finds  the  enemy's  camp  at  Robertsville.    Was  not 
Slocum  to  occupy  that  place  on  the  15th  1 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  18,  1865.    (Via  Hilton  Head.) 
General  Howard: 

Slocum  is  not  yet  up  at  Robertsville  but  is  at  Hardeeville.    It  will  be 
four  days  before  he  gets  to  Robertsville. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


Circular.]      Hdqrs.  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  18, 1865. 
The  major-general  commanding  with  great  pleasure  publishes  to  the 
cominaud  the  following  telegram : 

Hilton  Head,  January  17,  1865. 
General  Meigs: 

The  steamer  Russia  has  just  arrived  from  Wilmington  with  dispatches  which 
will  be  forwarded  immediately.  Fort  Fisher  was  captured  last  Sunday  evening  by 
General  Terry.  Our  loss  about  500  men ;  1  major-general,  2,000  prisoners,  and  75 
gnns  captured. 

C.  W.  THOMAS. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O,  O.  Howard : 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- G eneral. 


Special        )         Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  \  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  16.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  18,  1865. 

III.  So  much  of  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  11,  of  date  January  13, 
1865,  from  these  headquarters,  as  relieves  Col.  M.  C.  Garber  as  chief 
quartermaster,  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  being  inconsistent  with 
orders  from  the  War  Department,  is  hereby  revoked  and  made  void. 

IV.  The  necessities  of  the  service  require  that  the  negroes  employed 
in  the  engineer,  commissary,  and  quartermaster's  departments  of  this 
army  should  not  be  molested  by  recruiting  parties  for  colored  organiza- 
tions. Recruiting  parties  are,  therefore,  expressly  prohibited  from 
recruiting  any  such  employ^  in  this  army.  If  taken  in  violation  of 
these  orders  he  will  be  reclaimed,  and  the  person  recruiting  him  arrested 
and  dealt  with  accordingly.  To  prevent  mistakes  ofiBcers  employing 
negroes  will  furnish  them  with  certificates  showing  by  whom  and  how 
employed. 

V.  The  Seventieth  Regiment  Ohio  Infantry  Volunteers  will  for  the 
present  remain  in  town  for  the  purpose  of  famishing  details  for  guard 
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and  fatigue  duty,  relieving  the  Thirty-first  Iowa  and  Twenty-sixth 
Illinois  Infantry  therefrom,  which  regiments,  on  being  relieved,  will 
report  to  their  respective  brigade  commanders.  The  commanding 
officers  Seventieth  Ohio  will  at  once  ascertain  from  Captain  Bogert, 
provost-marshal  of  the  district,  the  detail  required  for  provost  duty 
and  furnish  the  same,  holding  the  balance  of  his  command  subject  to 
detail  from  these  headquarters,  or  Captain  Woodward,  acting  assistant 
quartermaster,  for  fatigue  duty. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquakters  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Thunderbolt,  Oa.,  January  18,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
In  obedience  to  instructions  embarkation  of  my  division  has  been 
stopped,  excepting  ray  headquarters.  Tlie  supply  train  and  De  Gress' 
battery,  with  the  division  pioneer  corps  and  two  regiments  for  guard, 
is  all  of  the  division  left  to  go  by  land.  This,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Black,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Illinois,  is  already 
on  its  way.  I  have  directed  Colonel  Black  to  report  at  your  head- 
quarters, and  also  if  possible  to  pass  the  causeway  to-night. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  13.  I  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  18,  1865. 

X.  This  command  will  move  out  from  its  present  camp  at  8.30  a.  m. 
to-morrow  (the  19th  instant)  in  the  following  order  on  the  road  leading 
into  the  city,  viz: 

1.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  Brigadier-General  Rice  commanding,  with 
Battery  H.  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  in  the  center  of  his  com- 
mand or  following  the  first  two  regiments. 

2.  SecoTid  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding. 

3.  All  trains  of  the  division  as  follows :  First,  ordnance  train  followed 
by  ambulance  train ;  second,  brigade  trains  in  order  of  their  respective 
brigades;  third,  division  supply  trains,  well  closed  up. 

4.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding.  Colonel 
Hurlbut  will  keep  out  a  sufficient  rear  guard,  and  will  see  that  no 
straggling  is  permitted,  arresting  all  men  straying  from  their  com- 
mands without  proper  authority. 

******* 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Dbpaetment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  18, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Your  dispatches  of  last  night  respecting  reconnaissances 
havejust  been  received.  I  think  from  General  Sherman's  letter  that 
General  Slocum  has  not  pushed  any  force  to  Ilobertsville  yet,  and  prob- 
ably the  Fourteenth  Corps  will  start  for  that  place  from  Savannah 
to-day.  Your  reconnaissances  toward  Salkehatchie  are  useful,  and  had 
better  be  kept  up  with  a  view  to  keeping  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity. 
It  would  be  well  to  make  him  destroy  his  bridges,  pontoons,  &c.,  if 
possible.  Please  send  me  word  as  to  the  state  of  your  rations  and 
forage  frequently. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — It  is  best  not  to  push  an  infantry  reconnaissance  toward 
Eobertsville  at  present. 

O.  O.  H., 
Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  18,  1865. 

Col.  H.  C.  RODGERS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Left  Wing: 
Colonel:  My  quartermaster  reports  great  doubt  as  to  his  being 
able  to  procure  the  forage  required  to  fill  his  trains  by  to  morrow  morn- 
ing. The  forage  is  down  the  river  on  transports,  and  tug-boats  have 
gone  to  tow  them  up,  but  when  they  will  be  up  he  is  unable  to  report. 
To-morrow  night  our  animals  are  out  again. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Tw^entieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  18,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 
General  :  As  soon  as  the  troops  of  your  division  now  on  post  duty 
are  relieved  you  will  rejoin  the  corps  at  Purysburg,  or  wherever  they 
may  be,  marching  by  the  same  route  taken  by  the  other  divisions.  The 
headquarters  of  the  corps  will  be  moved  to  Purysburg  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 
Bv  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  WilKams: 

EOBT.  p.  DEOHEET, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqbs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

Pvryshurg,  S.  C,  January  18,  1865. 
Capt.  John  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Division: 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  general  commanding: 

At  an  early  hour  this  morning  I  started  out  two  scouting  parties, 
each  attended  by  a  statf  officer,  to  explore  the  country,  examine  woods, 
bridges,  communications,  &c.,  in  our  front,  and  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  information,  which  they  report: 

One  of  these  parties,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Brown,  from  my 
headquarters,  moved  out  upon  a  road  running  nearly  east  from  Purys- 
burg  and  crossing  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailrcad.  At  the 
point  of  crossing  he  left  this  road,  moving  nearly  directly  north  through 
the  swamp,  there  being  no  road  near  that  point,  striking  the  Grahani- 
ville  road  about  three  or  three  miles  and  a  half  from  Turysburg; 
moving  out  upon  that  road  toward  Grahamville  about  two  miles,  and 
to  within  ten  miles  of  Grahamville  and  two  of  Great  Swamp  bridge, 
about  five  miles  from  Purysburg,  on  the  Grahamville  road,  he  found  a 
low,  swampy  piece  of  road,  considerably  obstructed  by  fallen  timber; 
besides  clearing  out  this  timber,  the  road,  for  perhaps  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  will  have  to  be  corduroyed  to  make  it  passable  for  trains.  Besides 
this,  there  are  no  serious  obstructions  in  the  road,  except  an  occasional 
fallen  tree  or  small  bridge  torn  away,  except  within  half  a  mile  of 
Purysburg,  where  the  road  is  impassable  in  its  present  condition,  being 
flooded  with  about  three  feet  of  water  and  intersected  by  an  uncovered 
ditch.  There  was  a  family  living  at  the  point  on  the  Grahamville 
road  where  Lieutenant  Brown  stopped,  but  none  between  that  point 
and  Purysburg.  At  this  house  Lieutenant  Brown  was  told  that  a  party 
of  five  rebels  had  passed  there  about  two  hours  before,  which  would 
have  been  about  11  a.  m.  They  said  they  belonged  to  Wheeler's  cav- 
alry. Tlie  country  through  which  he  passed  is  a  low  pine  swamp; 
there  are  no  plantations  and  lio  forage. 

The  other  party,  with  Captain  Easton,  started  upon  the  Augusta  road, 
but,  on  account  of  the  water  covering  it,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  all 
of  his  party  not  mounted,  and  went  forward  to  Rushing's,  about  three 
miles  from  Purysburg.  The  entire  length  of  this  road  is  covered  with 
water,  and  Captain  Easton  reports  it  at  present  impassable  for  trains. 
I  propose  to  send  a  party  out  as  far  as  Great  Swamp  bridge  to-morrow. 
No  steam-boat  has  yet  come  up  the  river  as  far  as  this  place.  The  water 
in  the  river  is  still  rising. 

I  am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  DUSTIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  18,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South  : 
General:  I  understand  that  General  Hatch  is  destroying  the  rail- 
road.   I  had  not  done  so  because  I  thought  we  might  M'ant  to  use  it. 
Had  you  given  orders  to  that  effect? 
EespectfuUy, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  South 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Saxton, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  detach* 
ment  of  the  One  hundred  and  second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  now  at 
Beaufort,  be  directed  to  report  at  once  to  the  headquarters  of  their 
regiment,  now  serving  with  the  Coast  Division  undet  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P 
Hatch.  The  necessary  pickets  for  your  district  will  be  taken  from  the 
regiments  and  detachments  in  your  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Coast  Div.,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

No.  30.  J  Deveaux's  Neck,  S.  G.,  January  18,  1865. 

VII.  Lieut.  Col.  William  Ames  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  chief 
of  artillery,  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South,  and  ordered  to 
report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  headquarters  Department  of  the 
South,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  19,  1865. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

Sir  :  When  you  left  Savannah  a  few  days  ago  you  forgot  the  map 
which  General  Geary  had  prepared  for  you,  showing  the  route  by  which 
his  division  entered  the  city  of  Savannah,  being  the  first  troops  to 
occupy  that  city.  I  now  send  it  to  you.  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
also  to  inclose  you  copies  of  all  my  ofBcial  orders  touching  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  people  of  Georgia,  as  well  as  for  the  establishment 
of  the  negro  settlements.  Delegations  of  the  peo])le  of  Georgia  con- 
tinue to  come  in  and  I  am  satisfied  that,  with  a  little  judicious  hand- 
ling and  by  a  little  respect  being  paid  to  their  prejudices  we  can  create 
a  schism  in  Jeff.  Davis'  dominions.  All  that  I  have  conversed  with 
realize  the  truth  that  slavery  as  an  institution  is  defunct,  and  the  only 
question  that  remains  is,  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  negroes 
themselves.  I  confess  myself  unable  to  oifer  a  complete  solution  of 
this  question,  and  prefer  to  leave  it  to  the  slower  operations  of  time. 
We  have  given  an  initiative  and  can  afford  to  await  the  working  of  the 
experiment.  As  to  trade  matters,  I  also  think  that  it  is  to  our  interest 
to  keep  the  people  somewhat  dependent  upon  the  articles  of  commerce 
to  which  they  have  been  hitherto  accustomed. 

General  Grover  is  now  here  and  will,  I  think,  be  able  to  manage  this 
matter  judiciously,  and  may  gradually  relax  and  invite  cotton  to  come 
in  in  larger  quantities.  But  at  first  we  should  manifest  no  undue 
anxiety  on  that  score,  for  the  rebels  would  at  once  make  use  of  it  as  a 
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power  against  us.  We  should  assume  a  tone  of  perfect  contempt  for 
cotton  and  everything  else  in  comparison  with  the  great  object  of  the 
war— the  restoration  of  the  Union  with  all  its  rights  and  power.  If  the 
rebels  burn  cotton  as  a  war  measure,  they  simply  play  into  our  hands 
by  taking  away  the  only  product  of  value  they  now  have  to  exchange 
in  foreign  ports  for  war  ships  and  munitions.  By  such  a  course,  also, 
they  alienate  the  feelings  of  the  large  class  of  small  farmers  that  look 
to  their  little  parcels  of  cotton  to  exchange  for  food  and  clothing  for 
their  families.  I  hope  the  Government  will  not  manifest  too  much 
anxiety  to  obtain  cotton  in  large  quantities,  and  especially  that  the 
President  will  not  indorse  the  contracts  for  the  purchase  of  large 
quantities  of  cotton.  Several  contracts,  involving  from  6,000  to  10,000 
bales,  indorsed  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  have  been  shown  me,  but  were  not  in 
such  a  form  as  to  amount  to  an  order  for  me  to  facilitate  their  execution. 
As  to  Treasury  trade  agents  and  agents  to  take  charge  of  confiscated 
and  abandoned  property,  whose  salaries  depend  upon  their  fees,  I  can 
only  say,  that  as  a  general  rule  they  are  mischievous  and  disturbing  ele- 
ments to  a  military  government.  And  it  is  almost  impossible  for  us  to 
study  the  law  and  regulations  so  as  to  understand  fully  their  powers 
and  duties.  I  rather  think  the  Quartermaster's  Department  of  the 
Army  could  better  fulfill  all  their  duties  and  accomplish  all  that  is 
aimed  at  by  the  law.  Yet  on  this  subject  I  will  leave  General  Foster 
and  General  Grover  to  do  the  best  they  can. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hbqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  19,  1865. 

Hon.  W.  P.  Fessenden, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  you  copies  of  my  Special 
Field  Orders,  Nos.  12  and  13,*  the  only  ones  1  have  issued  touching 
matters  of  trade  in  this  part  of  the  country.  I  beg  to  invite  your  atten- 
tion to  them.  I  desire  to  pay  every  possible  respect  to  the  regulations 
of  your  Department  and  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  the  Government  to 
the  furthest  extent;  but  I  know  that  we  can  derive  but  little  revenue 
from  the  South,  because  no  one  will  buy  confiscated  lands,  and  if  we  strip 
the  inhabitants  of  all  personal  property  they  at  onoe  fall  back  upon  us 
with  claims  of  humanity  which  cannot  be  disregarded.  I  think  that  both 
General  Grant  and  myself  are  as  severe  to  secessionists  as  men  could 
be,  but  each  of  us  has  been  forced  to  feed  the  inhabitants  of  the  con- 
quered country  after  they  have  fallen  helpless  in  our  power.  Without 
any  clearly-defined  rule,  our  practice  has  been  harsh  enough  as  long 
as  resistance  lasted;  but  the  moment  resistance  ceased  we  could  not 
see  people  round  our  camps  perish  of  hunger.  Immense  quantities  of 
provisions  were  issued  by  the  commissary  department  round  about 
Vicksburg  and  in  East  Tennessee;  but  I  have  forbidden  my  commis- 
sary to  issue  provisions  to  the  people  direct,  but  have  set  aside  cap- 
tured rice  to  be  converted,  under  the  direction  of  my  commissary,  into 
food  for  the  inhabitants, 

•  See  pp.  50,  52. 
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In  like  manner  I  propose  to  invite  tlie  people  to  bring  into  Savaiinah 
for  exchange  such  things  as  cotton,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  &c.,  which  had 
not  fallen  into  our  hands  before  Savannah  surrendered.  I  think,  also, 
that  cotton  may  be  brought  into  Savannah,  Fernandina,  and  Jackson- 
ville in  some  considerable  quantities ;  but  it  is  very  important  that  we 
keep  away  the  sharks  and  rascals  that  hang  round  an  army  like  birds 
of  prey,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  insist  that  in  no  event  shall  private  citi- 
zens be  allowed  to  purchase  cotton  anywhere  in  this  neighborhood.  It 
is  impossible  for  you  in  Washington  to  know  the  rascalities  they  per- 
petrate to  get  hold  of  cotton  cheap,  utterly  regardless  of  honesty  or  tlie 
military  interests  of  our  country.  As  to  shipments  to  Savannah  and 
elsewhere  of  innocent  goods,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  leave  this  to  the 
discretion  of  the  collectors  of  Northern  ports,  with  the  simple  military 
check  which  post  commanders  can  readily  apply  under  my  orders. 
When  it  is  well  understood  that  every  trader  in  our  lines  engages  to  do 
military  service,  we  will  be  rid  of  the  worst  class  of  characters.  Also, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  no  objection  to  the  collector  in  New 
York  or  elsewhere  clearing  for  Port  Eoyal  any  cargo  of  goods  not  con- 
traband, when  post  commanders  can  regulate  the  amounts  to  be  brought 
to  other  points  indicated  in  my  orders.  I  expect,  in  a  day  or  two,  to 
take  my  departure  hence,  after  which  General  Foster  will  have  supreme 
control. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hilton  Head,  January  19, 1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Sherman: 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  the  senior  naval 
oflBcer  here: 

Wilmington  is  in  our  possession.     Will  send  the  news  in  detail  as  soon  as  I  can  get 
it  from  the  gnn-boat  that  has  just  anived. 

ANDEESON, 
Major  and  Aide-deCamp. 

[Indorsement.] 

Slocxim: 

Order  a  salute  of  thirty-four  guns. 

SHEEMAN, 
Major-Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Oa.,  January  19,  1865. 

Major  Anderson, 

Aide-de-Gamp,  Hilton  Head: 
In  reporting  us  in  possession  of  Wilmington  did  you  refer  to  the 
news  brought  by  the   gun-boat  Monticello?    My  dispatches  by  her 
merely  refer  to  the  taking  of  Fort  Fisher.  cTx.™,r»TVT 

^  W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-General. 
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Special        )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Oa., 

Xo.  19.  )  January  19, 1865. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Poster,  commandiug  Department  of  the  South, 
will  occupy  in  force  the  city  of  Savannah  and  river  defenses  and  main- 
tain a  good,  strong  picket  in  connection  with  the  gun-boats  at  or  near 
Purysburg.  He  will  also  establish  an  intrenched  camp  at  or  near 
Pocotaligo,  covering  Port  Eoyal  Ferry  and  the  road  back  to  Broad 
Eiver. 

II.  Major-General  Howard,  commanding  Right  Wing,  Army  in  the 
Field,  will  group  his  army  in  front  of  Ooosawhatchie  and  Pocotaligo, 
prepared  to  move  inland  with  his  wagons  containing  five  days'  forage 
and  provisions  and  ammunition  to  the  full  capacity  of  his  wagons  in 
about  the  same  proportion  as  when  the  army  left  Atlanta.  He  will  con- 
tinue to  draw  supplies  from  the  head  of  Broad  River  up  to  the  last 
moment  before  departure. 

III.  Major-General  Slocum,  commanding  Left  Wing,  Army  in  the 
Field,  will  in  like  manner  conduct  his  wing  to  convenient  camps  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Robertsville,  extending  toward  Ooosawhatchie,  loading 
his  wagons  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the  Right  Wing  and  drawing 
his  supplies  up  to  the  last  moment  from  Purysburg  and  Sister's  Ferry 
on  ihe  Savannah  River. 

IV.  Brevet  Major-General  Kilpatrick  will  move  his  cavalry  in  concert 
with  the  Left  Wing,  cross  the  Savannah  River  at  Sister's  Ferry  and 
picket  the  roads  in  front  of  the  Left  Wing  and  open  communication  with 
Ooosawhatchie,  drawing  his  supplies  also  from  the  depot  at  Sister's 
Ferry. 

V.  Headquarters  of  the  army  will  be  established  first  at' Ooosawhat- 
chie, to  which  point  army  commanders  will  report  all  matters  of  interest 
and  the  earliest  moment  possible  that  they  will  be  ready  to  move  inland. 

The  Right  Wing  will  establish  a  depot  for  sick  and  property  at 
Hilton  Head;  the  Left  Wing  and  cavalry  corps  the  same  at  Savannah, 
and  each  corps  will  leave  behind  all  unnecessary  servants  and  non- 
combatants,  all  tents  save  one  for  headquarters  of  brigade  and  upwards. 
Hies  to  shelter  from  the  weather,  and  tents  necessary  for  hospital  pur- 
poses; also  all  chests  for  office  papers  and  other  baggage  not  neces 
sary  for  use  in  battle,  with  orders  for  their  office  papers  and  necessary 
baggage  to  follow  them  by  water. 

VI.  The  chief  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  the  Army  in  the 
Field  will  use  all  possible  exertion  to  push  forward  supplies  to  the  points 
named  in  this  order,  and  will  be  prepared  to  follow  the  movements  of 
the  army  by  water,  with  the  provisions,  forage,  and  stores  necessary 
for  a  resupply. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  January  19, 1865.    (Via  Hilton  Head.) 
Major-General  Howard  : 

Dispatch  received.  Break  up  railroad  at  leisure  and  either  send 
away  the  iron  or  disable  it  absolutely.  General  Grover  arrived  yester- 
day and  to-day  I  install  him  m  command.    Accumulate  food  and  forage 
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at  Pocotaligo  and  establish  a  depot  at  Hilton  Head  for  your  suite  and 
the  baggage  and  officers  to  be  left  behind.  It  will  be  some  days  before 
Jeff.  Davis  gets  up  to  Eobertsville  or  Logan  gets  to  Pocotaligo,  but  I 
will  push  matters  as  fast  as  possible. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-General. 


Special        ^        Headquakteus  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  ^  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  17.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  19, 1865. 

VII,  To  facilitate  the  supplying  of  this  command  with  quartermas- 
ter's and  commissary  stores,  the  following  depots  will  be  established 
under  the  direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster  and  the  chief  commis- 
sary of  subsistence. 

1.  For  the  Seventeenth  Corps  at  Mackay's  Point  and  the  landing  at 
Tulliflnny. 

2.  For  the  First  and  Second  Divisions,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  at 
Beaufort,  S.  C. ;  for  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions,  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  at  General  Hatch's  wharf. 

3.  Colonel  Conklin,  chief  quartermaster,  will  accumulate  supplies 
at  the  points  above  named,  making  Beaufort,  however,  the  principal 
depot.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Remick,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence, 
will  supply  the  command  with  at  least  thirty  days'  rations  of  small 
stores  and  all  the  hard  bread  and  other  stores  which  the  transportation 
of  the  army  will  admit  of.  He  will  also  accumulate  at  the  points  above 
mentioned,  especially  at  Beaufort,  al;  the  stores  possible, 

4.  Whenever  supplies  can  be  accumulated  more  rapidly  by  any 
change  in  the  points  herein  indicated  the  chief  quartermaster  will  act 
accordingly,  and  notify  the  command  to  be  affected  by  the  change,  the 
object  being  to  secure  to  the  army  the  largest  possible  amount  of 
supplies. 

VIII,  So  much  of  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  207,  extract  5,  series 
1864,  and  No.  3,  extract  1,  current  series,  as  relieves  Capt.  Fred.  F, 
Whitehead,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  from  further 
duty  in  this  armv,  is  hereby  revoked.  Captain  Whitehead  will  report 
to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  for 
assignment  to  duty. 

IX,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  R.  Townes,  assistant  adjutant-general.  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  having  returned  to  duty,  Maj.  Maxwell  Woodhull,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  further  duty  in 
the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  and  will  forthwith  report  in  person  to  the 
major-general  commanding  for  assignment. 

X..  Major-General  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will 
break  up  the  railroad  from  Pocotaligo  to  the  Salkehatchie,  destroying 
it  absolutely,  sending  away  the  iron  or  rendering  it  worthless  to  the 

xi.  1.  The  sick  and  wounded  of  this  army  will,  under  the  direction 
of  the  medical  director,  betaken  to  Beaufort,  S,  C,  and  there  provided 

2,  All  unnecessary  baggage  and  articles  not  absolutely  required  in 
the  present  campaign  will  be  taken  to  the  depot  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  and 
there  stored  in  charge  of  proper  oflScers. 
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XV.  Capt.  C.  B.  Reese,  chief  engineer,  will  proceed  to  Hilton  Head, 
S.  C,  to  procure  material  for  the  pontoon  train.    The  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  without  delay  the  necessary  transportation  for 
such  material  as  Captain  Reese  may  procure. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  S.  €.,  January  19,  I860. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Major-General  Howard  directs  me  to  say  that  upon 
reflection  he  does  not  deem  it  advisable  to  destroy  the  rails  upon  the 
road  as  required  in  the  order  to-day,  provided  you  can  procure  cars 
with  which  to  take  them  down  to  Pocotaligo  and  there  pile  them  up  for 
future  use.  Should  you  be  unable,  however,  to  get  the  cars,  you  will 
please  go  on  and  destroy  the  road  as  indicated  in  the  order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  T.  CLARK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  19,  1865, 
Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  Colonel  Gage,  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry, 
reached  here  with  his  command  this  morning.     He  found  no  enemy  on 
the  road,  and  heard  that  a  part  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  were  at  Hardee- 
ville. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  19,  1865. 
Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I  need  my  pioneers  at  this  point  very  much  for  repairing 
roads,  building  works,  &c.  They  can  be  much  better  lared  for  and 
worked  to  better  advantage  than  where  they  now  are.  Besides,  I  hear 
that  recruiting  agents  from  the  States  are  tampering  with  them  at 
every  opportunity  and  persuading  them  to  desert.  I  desire  to  have 
the  organization  near  enough  to  me  to  be  able  to  make  an  example  of 
any  of  these  gentlemen  1  might  chance  to  ciatch  enticing  my  men  away. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 


Chap.  MX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  93 

Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  January  19,  1865. 
Maj.  Geu.  J.  A.  Mower, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  say  to 
you  tbat  General  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  has  been  directed 
to  place  two  regiments  in  the  position  occupied  by  the  brigade  of  your 
command  on  his  left  and  to  relieve  your  pickets  as  soon  as  you  move 
out  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  January  19, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 

Comm,anding  First  Division: 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
to  you  tbat  he  has  directed  two  regiments  from  the  Fourth  Division  to 
move  out  after  you  to  morrow  and  take  position  to  cover  the  roads  as 
you  desire.  Captain  Henley,  of  the  general's  staff,  will  accompany 
them  and  post  them  as  you  may  direct.  General  Blair  has  examined 
the  two  deserters  brought  in  by  Colonel  Gage,  but  considers  their 
knowledge  of  the  position  of  the  enemy  very  indefinite.  He  directs 
me  to  say  that  if  any  large  body  of  the  enemy  oppose  your  movements 
you  will  use  your  own  discretion  in  regard  to  attacking  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Poeotaligo,  8.  C,  January  19, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division: 
General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  you  to  extend  your  picket-line  on  your  left  until  it  connects 
with  the  right  of  the  Third  Division  line.    This  will  be  done  at  day- 
light to-morrow. 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  i  Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  op  Georgia, 

No.  5.  ]  8avannah,  Ga.,  January  19, 1865. 

Capt.  Robert  P.  Dechert,  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  is 
hereby  announced  on  the  staff  of  the  major-general  commanding  as 
acting  assistant  adjutant-general.    He  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly. 
Bv  command  of  Maj.  Geu.  H.  W.  Slocum: 
^  H.  C.  EODGBRS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Okdees.]  Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  19,  1865. 

The  following  movements  are  ordered  and  will  take  place  at  the 
earliest  moment  practicable:  The  Fourteenth  Corps,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J. 
C.  Davis  commanding,  will  move  via  Springfield,  cross  the  river  at  or 
near  Sister's  Ferry,  and  concentrate  at  that  ])oiut.  The  Twentieth 
Corps,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams  commanding,  jvill  cross  the  river 
at  Savannah  and  concentrate  at  Purysburg.  The  corps  will  be  pre- 
pared to  move  from  the  above  points  with  five  days'  forage  and  provis- 
ions, and  ammunition  to  the  full  capacity  of  the  wagons,  in  about  the 
same  proportion  as  when  the  army  left  Atlanta.  To  accomplish  this, 
each  corps  commander  will  leave  at  Savannah  a  competent  oflScer  of 
the  quartermaster's  and  commissary  departments  to  forward  the  sup- 
plies by  river  to  the  above  points  of  concentration,  and  they  will  see 
that  supplies  are  promptly  forwarded  in  suflBcient  quantities  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  command  while  there,  and  at  the  same  time  enable 
them  to  start  with  a  full  supply  of  both  rations  and  forage.  All  sur- 
plus baggage,  servants,  and  non-combatants,  and  all  tents,  save  one 
for  headquarters  of  brigades  and  superior  commands,  will  be  left 
behind,  with  orders  for  the  necessary  baggage,  office  papers,  and  furni- 
ture to  follow  by  water. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

H.  C.  RODGEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


General  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Dit., 

>  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  19,  1865. 

T.  In  pursuance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  10,  extract,  paragraph  I, 
dated  headquarters  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  January 
17, 1865, 1  hereby  assume  command  of  the  Second  Brigade. 

GEO.  P.  BUBLL, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  6.  ]  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  [19],  1865. 

This  division  will  move  promptly  at  7  a.  m.,  January  20, 1865,  in  the 
following  order  of  march :  First  Brigade,  battery,  division  headquar- 
ters wagons.  Second  Brigade,  Third  Brigade,  ambulances,  ordnance 
and  general  supply  train,  rear  guard ;  regimental  and  brigade  head- 
quarters wagons  and  pack  animals  in  rear  of  their  respective  brigades 
in  the  order  of  march.  Brigades  will  alternate  daily  (when  marching) 
from  right  to  left.  The  brigade  marching  in  rear  will  be  responsible 
for  the  safety  of  the  train.  From  two  to  three  regiments  must  march 
on  the  flanks  of  the  train  and  not  only  protect  it,  but  assist  wagons 
over  bad  roads.  Brigade  quartermasters  will  see  that  their  trains  are 
always  well  closed  up  while  on  the  march.  By  11  a.  m.  each  day,  when 
marching,  a  staff  oflQcer  from  each  brigade,  a  sergeant  from  the  bat- 
tery, and  a  lieutenant  from  the  general  supply  train  will  report  at  the 
head  ot  the  column  to  Captain  Wiseman,  assistant  adjutant-general 
as  a  camping  party.  Brigade  commanders  will  see  that  the  pioneer 
parties  in  their  commands  are  properly  organized  in  charge  of  a  sub- 
altern or  good,  efficient  sergeant.    The  party  will  be  provided  with 
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tools  sufBcient  to  repair  bad  roads  or  bridges  and  march  on  tlie  right 
of  their  respective  brigades.    No  foraging  parties  will  be  seut  out  till 
ordered  from  division  or  corps  headquarters. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Geu.  James  D.  Morgan: 

T.  WISEMAN, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquartbes  Ta\t;ntieth  Corps, 
Cheves'  House,  S.  C,  January  19,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General  :  The  rain  of  to-day  has  made  the  roads  so  bad  that  I 
respectfully  request  that  Geary's  division  and  the  headquarters  supply 
trains  of  this  corps  may  be  permitted  to  march  with  General  Davis' 
column.  All  of  the  roads  on  this  side  of  the  river,  including  the  cause- 
way, are  ajmost  impassable,  and  if  the  rain  continues  will  be  entirely 
so.  The  most  of  the  trains  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  are  still  behind  here 
iu  the  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqks.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Gartswayh  Plantation,  January  19,  1865. 
Capt.  E.  K.  BuTTRiCK, 

First  Division: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  moved  the  division  for- 
ward yesterday  to  a  point  four  miles  from  Hardeeville  and  seven  miles 
from  Purysburg.  On  last  evening  I  ordered  the  brigade  commanders 
to  issue  to  their  regiments  three  days'  rations  from  this  morning  and 
directed  that  all  the  wagons  thus  emptied  bo  sent  back  to  Screven's 
Ferry  for  additional  supplies.  Having  learned  that  the  road  was  bad 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  ferry,  I  ordered  a  detail  of  150  men  from  the 
Fifth  Connecticut  Volunteers  to  repair  it.  1  have  sent  to  this  detail 
the  intrenching  tools  necessary  for  doing  the  work  and  have  directed 
that  Captain  Livezey,  commissarj'  of  subsistence  of  division,  furnish  the 
detail  with  rations.  Upon  consultation  with  Major  Francis  this  morn- 
ing I  have  concluded  to  move  the  division  forward  to  Purysburg  in 
order  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  the  trooi)S  coming  up  in  the  rear. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  ROBINSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Special        )        Headquarters  .Second  Division, 
Field  Orders,  >  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  19, 1865. 

This  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  by  to-morrow  morning. 
The  hour  will  be  designated  as  soon  as  it  is  ascertained  that  the  road 
is  clear  of  other  troops. 

Bv  command  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 
^  W.  T.  FORBES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Bkig.,  Third  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

Purysburg,  S.  C,  January  19,  1865. 

Captain  Speed, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Div.,  Twentieth  Army  Corps: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  information 
of  the  general  commanding : 

Early  this  morning  a  party  of  eighteen  mounted' men  under  charge 
of  Captains  Eastou  andKellam,  of  my  staff,  started  out  to  examine  the 
Grahamville  road;  they  returned  this  evening  and  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing information:  Meeting  with  no  resistance  they  moved  out  as  far 
as  Grahamville,  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles  from  this  place.  There  are  no 
troops  stationed  there,  though  Colonel  Bennett  with  a  detachment  from 
General  Hatch's  command  was  there  temporarily  and  returned  to  Gen- 
eral Hatch's  headquarters  at  Dubois  Neck,  eight  miles  from  Graham- 
ville, while  my  scouting  party  was  there.  As  appeared  by  my  report  of 
last  evening,  there  is  a  low  place  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  about 
five  miles  from  this  place,  which  will  need  to  be  corduroyed  before  the 
trains  can  pass.  There  are  also  two  or  three  small  bridges  torn  away 
still  farther  on,  but  which  the  pioneer  corps  can  easily  replace.  About 
a  mile  this  side  of  Ferebeeville,  where  the  railroad  crosses  the  Graham- 
ville road,  there  is  nearly  a  mile  of  road  entirely  impassable  for  trains 
in  its  present  condition,  and  will  require  much  thorough  work  to  make 
serviceable.  The  steamer  General  Lee,  with  100,000  rations  for  the 
corps,  convoyed  by  gun -boat  Pontiac,  arrived  this  evening. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  DUSTIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  19,  1865. 

Maj,  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 
General  :  At  my  suggestion  your  command  has  been  re-enforced  by 
the  troops  serving  in  North  Carolina  and  a  division  under  command  of 
Major-General  Grover.  I  have  also  turned  over  to  you  the  city  of 
Savannah  and  forts  dependent,  and  beg  now  to  indicate  in  general 
terms  the  course  which  I  propose  to  pursue,  and  your  share  of  the 
undertaking.  I  propose  to  march,  as  soon  as  my  wagons  are  loaded 
with  forage  and  provisions,  to  the  railroad  leading  from  Augusta  to 
Charleston,  striking  it  to  the  west  of  Branchville,  breaking  up  that 
road  effectually.  1  will  then  move  in  compact  order  and  occupy  that 
space  of  country  lying  in  the  triangle  formed  by  Kinston,  Columbia, 
and  Camden.  There  I  propose  to  devote  some  attention  to  Columbia 
and  the  railroads  in  that  neighborhood.  If  I  find  suflScient  forage  and 
subsistence  for  my  army  and  meet  with  no  reverse,  I  may  move  with 
rapidity  to  Florence,  S.  C,  in  hopes  to  rescue  some  10,000  prisoners 
confined  there.  At  all  events,  breaking  up  the  road  there,  I  will  move 
direct  for  Smithlaud  [Smithville],  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  or 
to  New  Berne,  N.  C,  according  to  the  condition  of  my  army  at  the  time. 
When  you  hear  of  our  being  in  motion  about  Coosawhatchie,  toward 
Barnwell,  I  want  a  diversion  created  at  Bull's  Bay,  against  the  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Georgetown  road,  about  the  Twenty-four  Mile  Post,  to 
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create  the  impression  that  my  purpose  is  to  swing  down  against 
Charleston  by  the  peninsula  between  the  Ashley  and  Cooper.  I  think 
1,000  men,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  navy,  will  be  sufficient  to 
accomplish  that  end.  At  the  same  time,  the  command  at  Morris  Island 
should  feel  the  forces  on  James  Island,  either  to  detect  the  diminution 
of  the  enemy's  forces  there,  or  to  compel  the  enemy  to  keep  as  many 
troops  there  as  possible. 

I  regard  any  attempt  to  enter  Charleston  Harbor  by  its  direct  chan- 
nel or  to  carry  it  by  storm  or  James  Island  as  too  hazardous  to  warrant 
the  attempt.  Therefore,  any  demonstrations  in  that  quarter  should  be 
merely  diversions,  or  to  take  advantage  of  anything  they  may  neglect 
by  reason  of  my  appearance  in  their  rear.  After  I  have  passed  the 
Santee  similar  diversions  should  be  made  about  Georgetown,  and  if 
the  opportunity  presents  itself  the  fort  there  might  be  carried  and  dis- 
mantled; and  I  would  like  to  have  a  good  lookout  kept  by  the  navy 
for  any  boat  or  message  I  might  send  down  the  Santee  or  Pedeewith  a 
cipher  dispatch.  I  have  already  furnished  Admiral  Dahlgren  with  the 
key,  which  is  the  same  used  by  our  telegraphic  operators,  a  copy  of 
which  you  had  better  procure  at  once  from  Washington  through  the 
War  Department.  In  whatever  you  may  do  to  aid  me  along  the  coast 
by  diversions,  I  must  leave  you  in  a  great  measure  to  be  guided  by 
such  information  as  reaches  you  from  sources  controlled  by  the  enemy, 
of  which  you  must  be  duly  suspicious.  But  bearing  in  mind  the  fore- 
going, and  knowing  the  strength  and  temper  of  my  army,  you  can 
arrive  at  a  pretty  fair  conclusion.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  Fort  Fisher 
and  Macon,  on  the  North  Carolina  coast,  will  be  held  secure;  and  it 
would  be  well  that  you  [give]  to  each  commanding  officer  from  time  to 
time  such  instructions  as  will  make  them  co-operate  with  the  general 
movement  to  the  extent  of  their  power.  I  attach  great  importance  to 
the  point  at  New  Berne,  and  think  you  had  better  send  to  that  point  an 
inspector- general. 

Notify  the  commanding  officer  of  the  importance  of  the  position,  and 
if  need  be  re-enforce  him.  Notify  him  further  that  the  railroad  from 
Morehead  City  to  New  Berne  must  be  looked  to  with  great  care.  I  pro- 
pose to  send  to  New  Berne  an  officer  in  whom  I  have  great  confidence. 
Col.  W.  W.  Wright,  to  examine  the  railroad,  to  ascertain  the  quantity 
of  rolling-stock,  and  to  convey  there  by  the  time  I  can  arrive  increased 
railroad  stock  and  iron,  with  the  necessary  operatives  to  extend  the 
road  to  Kinston  and  Goldsborough.  But,  as  a  matter  of  course,  these 
preliminary  preparations  should  be  made  so  as  to  attract  as  little 
attention  as  possible.  In  this  connection  I  would  caution  you  and 
beg  you  to  caution  others  against  the  mischievous  newspaper  men, 
who  would  sacrifice  the  whole  army  for  a  little  personal  notoriety.  If 
any  of  them  are  about  and  likely  to  divulge  so  important  a  secret 
don't  risk  them,  but  imprison  them  till  the  time  is  past.  At  this 
moment  we  have  learned  the  capture  of  Wilmington,  which  may  mod- 
ify matters  somewhat,  but  the  general  principles  above  indicated  will 
be  still  applicable  and  sufficient  for  your  guidance.  I  would  like  to 
have  you  confer  frequently  with  Admirals  Dahlgren  and  Porter,  apprise 
them  of  all  movements,  and  call  upon  them  for  any  assistance  in  the 
way  of  gunboats,  &c. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T,  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Department  and 

^  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  3.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  20,  1865. 

Col.  James  Wilson,  Thirteenth  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers, 
is  announced  as  provost-marshal-general  of  this  department  and  army. 
He  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  An  my  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  20,  I860. 
Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain:  The  dikes  along  the  Union  Causeway  turnpike  have  been 
brokeu  during  the  late  storm,  and  the  road  is  several  feet  under  water 
and  totally  impassable  for  wagons  or  troops.  The  mo^'ement  will  there- 
fore be  delayed  until  other  arrangements  for  the  transportation  of  this 
column  can  be  made.  General  Logan  is  now  absent  froin  the  city,  seek- 
ing some  other  route.  Unless  the  road  indicated  in  your  order  for  the 
movement  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions  of  this  corps  can  be  made 
passable  for  wagons,  or  some  other  route  to  Pocotaligo  be  discovered, 
the  rest  of  the  corps,  with  its  transportation,  will  have  to  be  shipped 
by  sea  to  Beaufort. 

General  Logan  has  put  himself  in  communication  with  General  Sher- 
man, and  is  now  acting  in  pursuance  of  instructions  received  from  him. 

These  headquarters  will  remain  in  Savannah  for  several  days,  until 
arrangements  are  completed  for  the  movement  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Divisions. 

Major  Houghtaling,  who  carries  this  dispatch,  will  be  able  to  give 
the  general  commanding  all  additional  information  he  may  desire. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — I  will  try  and  keep  the  general  posted  as  to  our  movements. 

M.  W., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular,  )  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
^o.  8.       I  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  20,  1865. 

Commanding  ofiBcers  are  directed  to  make  all  necessary  preparations 
for  an  immediate  campaign.  The  division  will  remain  at  or  near  its 
present  position  till  the  army  moves,  which  will  not  be  for  several 
days.  The  same  allowance  of  transportation  as  on  the  last  campaign, 
viz,  1  wagon  per  regiment,  2  per  brigade,  and  3  per  division,  will 
probably  be  given.  No  negro  women  or  children  will  be  permitted  to 
leave  this  point  with  the  troops.  Commanders  will  see  that  on  leaving 
here  each  of  their  enlisted  men  carry  one  shelter-tent.  While  lying  at 
this  point,  the  weather  permitting,  each  regiment  will  be  exercised  in 
the  drill  of  battalion  from  9.20  to  11  a.  m.  each  day,  and  in  evolutions 
of  the  line  from  2.30  to  4  p.  m.  each  day. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen: 

G.  LOFLAND, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chap,  LII.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  99 

Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotuligo,  8.  C,  January  30,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
General:  I  have  addressed  an  official  note  to  Captain  Taggart 
requesting  tliat  my  negro  pioneers,  under  Captain  Davis  and  Lieutenant 
Dixon,  be  relieved  from  duty  at  Beaufort  and  ordered  to  join  this  com- 
mand. I  have  fatigue  duty  enough  to  occupy  them  here  in  making 
roads,  wharves,  &c.,  in  which  I  am  now  compelled  to  employ  my  troops. 
But  I  wish  to  say  candidly  to  you  that  I  have  other  very  strong  motives 
to  desire  to  get  these  men  out  of  the  hands  of  the  recruiting  agents  of 
the  different  States,  who  are  tampering  with  the  men  and  officers,  offer- 
ing them  bribes  to  enlist  for  particular  States.  The  result,  if  this 
should  succeed,  would  be  to  deprive  me  and  my  corps  of  a  good  body 
of  pioneers  and  encumber  the  Government  with  another  regiment  of 
idle  negroes  to  lay  around  in  barracks.  It  would  also  be  credited  to 
the  quota  of  some  Northern  State,  and  we  should  lose  a  regiment  of 
white  soldiers  whose  place  it  would  take.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
General  Littlefield  or  anybody  else  should  muster  them  into  the  service 
and  give  credit  to  this  or  that  Stat«.  The  men  can  continue  to  perform 
the  services  for  which  they  were  recruited  until  authority  comes  from 
Washington  to  muster  them  into  service  without  losing  by  the  opera- 
tion 1,000  good  white  soldiers  and  without  any  bounty  or  pay  except 
that  which  will  properly  come  to  them  on  the  contract  under  which 
they  have  already  engaged  to  serve.  A  large  number  have  already 
been  inveigled  and  seduced  away  by  promises  and  bounties  held  out  to 
them,  and  I  desire  to  relieve  myself  and  officers  of  all  further  contact 
with  those  people. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

MajorGeneral. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  20, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General:  General  Mower  has  moved  out  this  morning  with  the 
intention  of  crossing  the  Salkehatchie  River,  about  three  miles  above 
the  bridge,  and  coming  down  behind  the  enemy  if  possible. 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  send  a  regiment  out 
on  the  road  to  the  bridge  at  once,  with  instructions  not  to  expose  them- 
selves too  much  to  the  enemy's  fire,  but  to  make  a  demonstration  to 
attract  their  attention.  Send  your  mounted  infantry  with  the  regi- 
ment, and  let  them  bring  back  reports  of  any  movements  of  the  enemy 
or  anything  of  importance  that  the  commanding  officer  may  learn  from 
time  to  time.  Let  the  regiment  remain  out  during  the  day  or  until 
something  definite  is  heard  from  General  Mower. 
V^erv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"^       ^  *''  C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquakters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  30,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  JJivision: 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  you  may  withdraw  the  regiment  sent  to  Salkehatchie  bridge  this 
morning,  General  Mower  having  found  it  impossible  to  cross  the  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  20,  1865. 
Col.  Wager  Swayne, 

Forty-third  Ohio  Volunteers : 
Colonel  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you, 
in  forwarding  the  inclosed  order  for  the  destruction  of  the  railroad, 
that  he  wishes  it  done  in  the  most  perfect  manner,  every  tie  burned  and 
every  rail  warped  and  bent.  It  is  five  miles  to  the  river,  but  1  hardly 
suppose  you  can  quite  reach  the  river  on  account  of  the  enemy.  You 
will  continue  your  work  from  day  to  day  until  finished. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Fourth  Biv.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  January  20,  1865. 
Captain  Ware, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 
Sir  :  I  have  just  returned  from  the  front  with  my  command.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hibbets  reports  that  his  regiment  was  attacked  by  about 
300  cavalry.  Colonel  Colcock,  Third  South  Carolina.  Three  rebels 
are  known  to  be  killed  and  probably  more.  The  Thirty-second  Ohio 
Infantry  lost  1  lieutenant  captured,  and  1  man  slightly  wounded. 
Major-General  Mower  is  still  out,  but  will  return  to-night.  He  could 
not  effect  a  crossing  of  the  river  on  account  of  the  rain  raising  the 
stream.  The  First  Bivision  met  no  enemy.  The  ambulances  and 
ammunition  returned  with  me. 

I  am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  POTTS, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  20,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Bavis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
you  had  better  arrest  the  movement  of  your  corps  for  the  present  until 
the  storm  subsides.  He  will  send  you  further  orders  should  he  desire 
you  to  resume  the  march. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  BECHERT, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
On  the  Causeicay,  Three  Miles  from  Screven's  Ferry, 

January  20, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  "W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia: 
General:  The  whole  country  on  this  side  of  the  river  is  entirely- 
submerged  by  the  freshet  in  the  river.  I  attempted  to  get  back  to  my 
headquarters  trains,  but  found  it  impossible.  The  water  has  broken 
away  the  dikes  and  washed  away  the  corduroy.  It  is  utterly  impos- 
sible for  the  trains  now  on  the  island  to  come  through  this  way.  The 
causeway  is  not  as  yet  i^ooded,  but  from  this  point  to  the  river  is  worn 
out,  and  impassable  even  for  empty  wagons.  I  shall  put  on  men  and 
pull  through  the  wagons  between  here  and  the  ferry  (thirty-eight 
wagons),  but  the  supplies  now  at  the  ferry  I  shall  be  obliged  to  leave 
there  to  be  taken  from  there  by  boat.  The  water  is  rising  rapidly,  and 
the  negroes  here  say  that  the  causeway  also  will  be  flooded.  I  shall  go 
on  at  once  to  Purysburg  and  make  headquarters  there. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  21, 1865. 

(Keceived  29th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

Your  letters  brought  by  General  Earnard  were  received  at  City  Point 
andread  with  interest.  Not  liaving  them  with  me,  however,  I  cannot 
say  that  in  this  I  will  be  able  to  satisfy  you  on  all  points  of  recommen- 
dation. As  I  arrived  here  at  1  p.  m.  and  must  leave  at  6  \i.  m.,  having 
in  the  meantime  spent  over  three  hours  with  the  Secretary  and  General 
Halleck,  I  must  be  brief.  Before  your  last  request  to  have  Thomas 
make  a  campaign  into  the  heart  of  Alabama,  I  had  ordered  Schofield  to 
Annapolis,  Md.,  with  his  corps.  The  advance,  6,000,  will  reach  sea- 
board by  the  23d,  the  remainder  following  as  rapidly  as  railroad  trans- 
portation can  be  procured  from  Cincinnati.  The  corps  numbers  over 
21,000  men.  I  was  induced  to  do  this  because  I  did  not  believe  Thomas 
could  possibly  be  got  off  before  spring.  His  pursuit  of  Hood  indicated 
a  sluggishness  that  satisfied  me  that  he  would  never  do  to  conduct  one 
of  your  campaigns.  The  command  of  the  advance  of  the  pursuit  Avas 
left  to  the  subordinates,  whilst  Thomas  followed  far  behind.  When 
Hood  had  crossed  the  Tennessee,  and  those  in  pursuit  had  reached  it, 
Thomas  had  not  much  more  than  half  crossed  the  State,  from  whence 
he  returned  to  Nashville  to  take  steamer  for  Eastport.  He  is  possessed 
of  excellent  judgment,  great  coolness,  and  honesty,  but  he  is  not  good 
on  a  pursuit.  He  also  reported  his  troops  fagged,  and  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  equip  up. 

This  report  and  a  determination  to  give  the  enemy  no  rest  deter- 
mined me  to  use  his  surplus  troops  elsewhere.  Thomas  is  still  left  with 
sufficient  force,  surplus,  to  go  to  Selma  under  an  energetic  leader.  He 
has  been  telegraphed  to  to  know  whether  he  could  go,  and,  if  so,  by  which 
of  the  several  routes  he  would  select.  No  reply  is  yet  received.  Can  by 
has  been  ordered  to  act  offensively  from  the  sea  coast  to  the  interior 
toward  Montgomery  and  Selma.    Thomas'  forces  will  move  from  the 
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north  at  an  early  day,  or  some  of  his  troops  will  be  sent  to  Canby. 
Without  further  re-enforcement  Canby  will  have  a  moving  column  of 
20,000  men.  Fort  Fisher,  you  are  aware,  has  been  captured.  We 
have  a  force  there  of  8,000  eiSective.  At  New  Berne  about  half  that 
number.  It  is  rumored  through  deserters  that  Wilmington  also  has 
fallen.  I  am  iaclined  to  believe  the  rumor,  because  on  the  .17th  we  knew 
the  enemy  were  blowing  up  their  works  about  Fort  Caswell,  and  that  on 
the  18th  Terry  moved  on  Wilmington.  If  Wilmington  is  captured 
Schofleld  will  go  there.  If  not,  he  will  be  sent  to  New  Berne.  In 
either  event  all  the  surplus  force  at  the  two  points  will  move  to  the 
interior  toward  Goldsborough  in  co-operaticm  with  your  movement. 
From  either  point  railroad  communication  can  be  run  out,  there  being 
here  abundance  of  roUing-stock  suited  to  the  gauge  of  those  roads. 

There  have  been  about  16,000  men  sent  from  Lee's  army  south.  Of 
these  you  will  have  against  you,  if  Wilmington  is  not  held  by  the 
enemy,  about  14,000,  casualties  at  Fort  Fisher  having  overtaken  about 
2,000.  All  these  troops  are  subject  to  your  orders  as  you  come  in  com- 
munication with  them.  They  will  be  so  instructed.  From  about  Rich- 
mond I  will  watch  Lee  closely,  and  if  he  detaches  much  more  or  attempts 
to  evacuate.,  will  pitch  in.  In  the  meantime  should  you  be  brought  to 
a  halt  anywhere,  I  can  send  two  corps  of  30,000  efi'ective  men  to  your 
support  from  the  troops  about  liichmond. 

To  resume :  Canby  is  ordered  to  operate  to  the  interior  from  the  gulf. 
A.  J.  Smith  may  go  from  the  north,  but  I  think  it  doubtful.  A  force  of 
28,000  or  30,000  men  will  co-operate  with  you  from  New  Berne  or  Wil- 
mington, or  both.  You  can  call  for  re-enforcements.  This  will  be 
handed  to  you  by  Captain  Hudson  of  my  staif,  who  will  return  with 
any  message  you  may  have  for  me.  If  there  is  anything  I  can  do  for 
you  in  the  way  of  having  supplies  on  shipboard  at  any  point  on  the  sea 
coast  ready  for  you  let  me  know  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  21,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Gkant, 

City  Point,  Ya. : 
General  :  In  fulfillment  of  my  projet*  General  Howard  moved  the 
Seventeenth  Corps,  General  Blair,  from  Thunderbolt  to  Beaufort,  S. 
C,  and  on  the  14th  by  a  rapid  movement  secured  the  Port  Itoyal 
Ferry  and  moved  against  Pocotaligo,  which  he  gained  on  the  loth,  the 
day  appointed.  By  that  course  he  secured  the  use  of  the  ground  in 
South  Carolina  up  to  the  Salkehatchie  (Saltkatcher),  and  General 
Slocum  was  ordered  in  like  manner  to  get  his  wing  up  about  Roberts- 
ville  by  the  way  of  the  Savannah  Itiver  and  the  Union  Causeway.  The 
transfer  of  inen,  animals,  and  wagons  by  steamer  is  a  very  slow  process, 
and  on  the  19th  General  Slocum  had  only  two  divisions  of  the  Twen- 
tieth at  Purysburg  and  Hardeeville  with  open  communications  with 
Howard.  John  E.  Smith  crossed  by  the  IJjiiftn  Causeway,  on  which 
Slocum  had  put  ten  days'  hard  work,  but  the  hard  rains  had  raised  the 
Savannah  Itiver  so  that  the  whole  country  was  under  water,  and  the 
corduroy  road  on  the  Union  Causeway  was  carried  away,  cutting  off  one 

*  See  Sherman  to  Grant,  January  2,  p.  7. 
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brigade  of  John  E.  Smith,  one  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  (Corse's) 
and  all  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  General  Davis.  All  were  ordered  to' 
move  up  the  west  bank  of  the  Savannah  to  cross  at  Sister's  Ferrv,  but 
the  rains  have  so  flooded  the  country  that  we  liave  been  brought  to  a 
standstill;  but  I  will  persevere  and  get  the  army  as  soon  as  possible 
up  to  the  line  from  Sister's  Ferry  to  Pocotaligo,  where  we  will  have  terra 
flrnia  to  work  on.  Our  supplies  have  come  daily,  that  is,  we  have  never 
had  four  days'  forage  ahead,  but  I  will  dei)end  on  enough  coming  to  get 
me  out  to  the  neighborhood  of  Barnwell,  Avhere  we  will  find  some. 

General  Grover's  division  now  occupies  Savannah,  which  I  had 
refortifled,  and  I  have  turned  over  everything  to  General  Foster,  so  that 
nothing  now  hinders  me  but  water.  I  rather  think  the  heavy  rains  in 
January  will  give  us  good  weather  in  February  and  March.  You 
cannot  do  much  in  Virginia  till  April  or  May,  and  when  I  am  at 
Goldsborough  and  move  against  Ealeigh,  Lee  will  be  forced  to  divide 
his  command  or  give  up  Richmond. 

I  am  rejoiced  that  Terry  took  Fisher,  because  it  sileuces  Butler,  who 
was  to  you  a  dangerous  man.  His  address*  to  his  troops  on  being 
relieved  was  a  direct,  mean,  and  malicious  attack  on  you,  and  I  amired 
the  patience  and  skill  by  which  you  relieved  yourself  and  the  country 
of  him.  If  you  want  some  new  and  fresh  men,  able  to  handle  large 
armies,  I  will  offer  you  Charles  E.  Woods,  Hazen,  and  Mower,  all  good 
and  capable  officers  for  an  army  of  any  size.  Of  course,  I  prefer  to 
have  them  myself,  but  would  give  them  up  if  you  can  do  better  by 
them. 

As  soon  as  possible,  if  I  were  in  your  place,  I  would  break  up  the 
Department  of  the  James,  make  the  Richmond  army  one ;  then  when 
I  get  to  Goldsborough  you  will  have  a  force  to  watch  Lee,  and  I  can 
be  directed  to  gradually  close  in,  cutting  all  communications.  In  the 
meantime  Thomas'  army  should  not  be  reduced  too  much,  but  he 
should  hold  Chattanooga,  Decatur,  and  Bastport,  collect  supplies,  and 
in  all  February  and  March  move  on  Tuscaloosa,  Selma,  Montgomery, 
and  back  to  Rome,  Ga.,  when  he  could  be  met  from  Chattanooga. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  Beauregard  will  bring,  as  fast  as  he  can, 
such  part  of  Hood's  army  as  can  be  moved  over  to  Augusta  to  hit  me 
in  flank  as  I  swing  round  Charleston.  To  cover  the  withdrawal  Forrest 
will  be  left  in  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee,  to  divert  attention  by 
threatening  the  boats  on  the  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Rivers.  This 
should  be  disregarded  and  Thomas  should  break  through  the  shell, 
expose  the  trick,  and  prevent  the  planting  of  corn  this  spring  in  Middle 
Alabama.  The  people  of  Georgia,  like  those  of  Mississippi,  are  worn 
out  with  care,  but  they  are  so  afraid  of  their  own  leaders  that  they  fear 
to  organize  for  positive  resistance.  Their  motives  of  "honor"  and  "fair 
play"  are,  that  by  abandoning  the  cause  now  they  would  be  construed 
as  "mean"  for  leaving  their  commands  in  the  scrape.  I  have  met  the 
overtures  of  the  people  frankly,  and  given  them  the  best  advice  I  knew 
how. 

I  inclose  copies  of  orders  issued  for  the  guidance  of  General  Foster 
and  other  oflicers  on  this  coast.t  These  orders  are  made  on  conference 
with  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  have  been  told  that  Congress  meditates  a  bill  to  make  another 
lieutenant-general  for  me.  I  have  written  to  John  Sherman  to  stop  it, 
if  it  is  designed  for  me.    It  would  be  mischievous,  for  there  are  enough 

'  See  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  II,  p.  70. 

t  See  Special  Field  Orders,  Nos.  13,  15,  18  and  19,  pp.  52,  60,  81,  90. 
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rascals  who  would  try  to  sow  differences  between  us,  wliereas  you  and 
I  now  are  iu  perfect  understanding.  I  would  rather  have  you  in  com- 
mand than  anybody  else,  for  you  are  fair,  honest,  and  have  at  heart 
the  same  purpose  that  should  animate  all.  I  should  emphatically 
decline  any  commission  calculated  to  bring  us  into  rivalry,  and  1  ask 
you  to  advise  all  your  friends  in  Congress  to  this  effect,  especially  Mr. 
Washburne.  I  doubt  if  men  in  Congress  fully  realize  that  you  and  I 
are  honest  in  our  professions  of  want  of  ambition.  I  know  I  feel  none, 
and  to-day  will  gladly  surrender  my  position  and  influence  to  any  other 
who  is  better  able  to  wield  the  power.  The  flurry  attending  my  recent 
success  will  soon  blow  over,  and  give  place  to  new  developments. 

I  inclose  a  letter  of  general  instructions  to  General  Thomas,*  which  I 
beg  you  to  revise  and  indorse  or  modify. 
I  am,  truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  21, 18G5. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Poetek, 

Wilmington : 

Deae  Admieal  :  I  wrote  you  yesterday  by  Captain  Ammen,  and  have 
this  moment  received  a  package,  giving  me  very  full  reports  from  Gen- 
eral Palmer  of  matters  in  North  Carolina,  which  I  am  very  glad  to  have 
received. 

The  weather  has  been  villainous,  and  all  the  country  is  under  water, 
and  retards  me  much.  It  may  be  some  days  yet  before  I  can  cast  off', 
as  the  roads  are  under  water,  and  my  men  are  not  exactly  amphibious 
yet,  nor  the  mules  either.  1  shall  spare  no  efforts  to  be  off',  and  the 
foul  weather  of  January  may  be  a  guarantee  for  better  in  February 
and  March.  In  the  present  attitude  of  things  I  would  not  deem  it  wise 
to  push  your  gun-boats  up  to  Wilmington,  unless  it  could  be  done 
quick,  for  they  will  surelj"^  remove  everything  of  value.  You  already 
have  all  that  is  of  any  value  to  you.  As  to  the  town,  the  land  forces 
should  watch  it  close,  and  slip  in  when  it  is  discovered  that  I  am 
approaching.  I  have  been  much  embarrassed  by  the  want  of  shoal- 
water  craft,  five  or  six  feet  draft,  and  would  ask  to  borrow  some  of  you, 
but  suppose  all  of  yours  are  deep-sea  craft,  but  if  you  have  any  short 
and  shallow  boats  to  spare  for  a  few  days  it  would  help  me  much,  both 
in  Broad  Eiver  and  the  Savannah.  The  deep  boats  get  aground  all 
the  time,  and  the  long  ones  cannot  make  the  bends.  You  know,  of 
course,  that  I  am  going  to  load  up  finally  at  Pocotaligo  and  Sister's 
Ferry,  on  the  Savannah.  I  have  turned  over  everything  to  General 
Foster  and  General  Grover,  the  latter  commands  the  city  and  former  the 
department,  made  to  extend  up  the  coast  to  the  Chesapeake.  It  would 
be  well  if  the  Navy  Department  would  unite  yours  and  Dahlgren's 
jurisdiction,  or  shove  the  line  of  demarkation. 

The  admiral  here  is  very  kind,  indeed,  and  does  for  me  everything 
possible. 

The  best  part  of  the  taking  of  Fort  Fisher  was  the  killing  of  Butler. 
He  has  no  blood  on  his  skirts,  and,  judging  from  the  past,  it  will  be 
long  before  his  blood  stains  anything.    His  solicitude  for  the  blood  of 

*See  Vol.  XLV,  Part  II,  p.  621. 
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his  men  is  a.,  moonshine,  and  his  whole  bombastic  order  was  designed 
as  a  fling  at  Grant.  The  latter  has  quietly  and  completely  laid  him 
low  torever.  Even  the  nigger  cannot  resurrect  him.  1  may  write  vou 
again  from  camp  about  Coosawhatchie,  but  I  now  consider  myself 
afloat. 

With  sincere  respect,  as  ever,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 

Uepartmknt  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ofu'ice  op  Provost-Maksiial-General, 

Beaufort,  January  21,  1865. 

Statement  of  tico  negroes  who  escaped  from  Charleston  on  the  morning 
of  the  19th  of  January,  1865. 

Alfred,  belonging  to  Dr.  Francis  Willis,  of  Savannah,  and  Tom, 
belonging  to  George  H.  Warmg,  of  Savannah,  were  employed  on  the 
telegraph  lines  in  and  about  Charleston,  the  former  in  the  office  of 
Willie  Willis,  telegraph  operator  at  Charleston.  They  escaped  from 
Charleston  before  daylight  on  the  19th,  and  state  that  General  Hardee 
is  in  command  of  Charleston,  General  Johnston  in  command  of  the 
district.  There  is  one  division  (General  Wright's)  in  and  about  Charles- 
ton, two  brigades  being  inside  the  works  at  Charleston,  one  brigade  at 
Adams'  Run,  about  twenty-seven  miles  from  Charleston,  between  here 
and  there,  and  one  brigade  at  John's  Island.  There  are  two  brigades 
one  mile  and  a  half  beyond  the  ferry  across  the  Combahee  River  and 
a  masked  battery  of  field  artillery  on  the  left  of  the  road  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  beyond  the  ferry.  At  Rantowles  the  road  forks,  one  road 
leading  to  John's  Island.  It  is  ten  miles  by  the  dirt  road  and  twelve 
miles  by  the  railroad  from  Rantowles  to  Charleston.  There  are  two 
small  forts  on  the  dirt  road  (the  Charleston  and  Savannah  State  road) 
two  miles  beyond  Rantowles,  near  where  two  large  factory  chimneys 
are  left  standing,  the  building  being  burned.  There  were  no  guns  in 
them  when  these  men  passed.  Toward  Charleston  from  this  place  is 
the  Five-Mile  Fort,  being  two  works,  one  on  each  side  of  the  road,  each 
mounting  about  four  guns.  The  guns  are  black  and  they  think  are  not 
field  pieces.  There  are  no  rifle-pits  near  these  forts.  They  both  cover 
the  dirt  road,  the  one  on  the  right  going  to  Charleston  also  covering 
the  railroad.  Two  miles  and  a  half  from  Charleston  there  are  rifle-pits 
crossing  the  dirt  road,  extending  on  the  right  going  from  here  about 
half  a  mile  to  a  marsh,  and  on  the  left  about  half  a  mile,  inclosing  a 
plantation  house,  but  do  not  know  where  they  terminate.  They  can  be 
seen  distinctly  for  some  distance,  being  on  high  ground. 

Beyond  this,  near  the  new  bridge,  going  into  town,  are  two  large  forts, 
having  no  guns  with  the  exception  of  one  very  large  one.  The  guns 
for  the  defense  of  the  place  are  all  on  the  other  side  toward  the  bay. 
The  troops  mentioned  are  all  Browne's  Georgia  Reserves.  All  the  old 
troops  that  were  there  before  the  fall  of  Savannah  have  been  sent  to 
Brauchville;  also  troops  from  Augusta  and  those  that  escaped  from 
Savannah.  There  are  about  ten  warehouses  filled  with  cotton  at 
Charleston.  The  people  wish  to  get  it  away,  but  General  Hardee  says 
he  cannot  give  them  transportation.  All  the  engines  and  cars  have 
been  sent  off  excepting  just  enough  for  the  use  of  the  troops  on  tlie 
Savannah  railroad.    The  people  expect  Charleston  to  be  evacuated. 
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Colonel  Eoy,  General  Hardee's  adjutant-general,  told  Mr.  "Willis  that 
they  expected  to  have  to  evacuate  and  make  a  stand  at  Branchville. 
Colonel  Eoy  also  said  that  General  Lee  could  not  spare  any  troops  from 
Richmond,  as  he  had  barely  enough  to  hold  it.  Some  troops  were  sent 
down  to  Branchville  from  Richmond,  but  afterward  ordered  back. 

JAMBS  WILSON, 
Col.  and  Provost-Marshal- Oeneral,  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tenn. 


Special  Oedees,  )    War  Dept.,  adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  33.  )  Washington,  January  31,  1865. 

29.  The  telegraphic  order  aated  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  January  6, 
1865,  directing  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  McCallum,  superintendent  mili- 
tary railroads,  to  proceed  without  delay  to  report  in  person  to  Major- 
General  Sherman,  at  Savannah,  or  wherever  he  might  be  found,  is  hereby 
confirmed. 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Special       ^        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  19.  3  Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  21,  1865. 

I,  The  pioneer  battalion  (colored)  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Capt.  J.  H.  Davis  commanding,  is  relieved  from  further  duty  at  this 
point  and  will  forthwith  join  the  corps  at  or  near  Pocotaligo. 

*«****» 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.   L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  \  Hdqes.  First  Dtv.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  5.  I  Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  21,  1865. 

I.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Woods,  having,  by  direction  of  the. 
major-general  commanding  the  army,  reported  for  duty  in  accordance 
with  his  brevet  rank,  is  hereby  assigned  to  command  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade of  tills  division.    He  will  at  once  assume  command  accordingly. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods : 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Coeps, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  January  21,  1865. 
Capt.  S.  L.  Ta&g-art,  ' 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  In  accordance  with  instructions  to  make  demonstrations 
toward  the  Salkehatchie  River,  I  sent  General  Mower,  with  his  entire 
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command,  yesterday  moruing  to  endeavor  to  cross  about  three  miles 
above  tlie  bridge  and  get  In  rear  of  tbe  force  stationed  there.  He 
reached  tbe  river  without  difficulty,  finding  no  pickets  on  either  side. 
During  dry  weather  the  river  is  fordable,  and  in  this  way  General 
Mower  expected  to  cross,  but  the  recent  rains  had  so  swollen  the 
streaip  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  get  over  without  boats.  He  was 
therefore  obliged  to  return.  In  order  to  protect  Geuefal  Mower's  rear 
I  sent  in  the  morniTig  to  the  forks  of  the  road,  about  six  miles  from 
here,  two  regiments  from  the  Fourth  Division.  They  took  up  a  posi- 
tion covering  the  roads  as  soon  as  General  Mower  had  passed.  During 
the  morning  they  were  attacked  by  a  force  of  cavalry,  supposed  to  be 
one  South  Carolina  regiment.  After  a  lively  skirmish  they  repulsed 
them,  leaving  three  rebels  dead  on  the  field  and  as  many  wounded.  Our 
loss  was  1  captured  and  1  wounded.  I  am  convinced  that  if  General 
Mower  had  had  the  means  of  crossing  he  would  at  least  have  captured 
their  artillery. 

EespectfuUy, 

FEANK  V.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- Oeneral. 

P.  S. — General  Mower  thinks  that  he  withdrew  without  the  enemy 
being  aware  of  his  presence. 

F.  P.  B., 
Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  21,  1865. 
Major-General  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Corps: 
General  :  I  shall  be  at  Pocotaligo  myself  shortly,  and  until  I  arrive 
I  would  prefer  that  you  remain  there.    General  Sherman  particularly 
requested  me  not  to  reconnoiter  beyond  the  Salkehatchie,  and  I  am 
glad  that  General  Mower  did  not  cross  the  river. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  21, 1865. 
General  Kilpatrick: 

Move  in  conformity  with  General  Davis'  column,  letting  him  get  one 
day's  start  of  you.  The  advance  of  his  column  is  about  seven  miles 
from  the  city,  stuck  fast  in  the  mud.  This  will  delay  your  moving  till 
Monday  morning  at  best. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  South, 

]Sfo.  7.  I  Hilton  Bead,  S.  C,  January  21, 1865. 

The  command  and  charge  of  the  city  of  Savannah  and  dependencies 
having,  by  the  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  commanding  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Mississippi,  been  assigned  to  me  as  a  portion  of 
the  Department  of  the  South,  I  hereby  assume  command  thereof. 
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This  district  of  tlie  department  will  be  designated  tlie  District  of 
Savannah,  and  will  embrace  the  city  of  Savannah,  with  its  forts,  lines 
of  defense  and  communication,  Fort  Pulaski,  and  the  islands  and 
country  adjacent,  to  the  extent  of  the  military  control  of  the  garrison. 
Bvt.  MaJ.  Gen.  Cuvier  Grover,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  District  of  Savannah. 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


General  Oedeks,  )      Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  8.  )  Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  January  21,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  Saxtou,  having  been  assigned  by  the  major-general 
commanding  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  in  Special  Field 
Orders,  No.  15,  current  series,  dated,  "  In  the  field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  Jan- 
uary IC,  1865,"  to  the  duties  of  providing  for  the  well  being  of  the 
negroes,  and  their  location  upon  the  plantations,  as  "  inspector  of  set- 
tlements and  plantations,"  is  hereby  announced  as  such,  and  will  be 
respected  accordingly. 

District  commanders  are  hereby  directed  to  afibrd  the  necessary  mili- 
tary protection,  in  accordance  with  the  above-named  special  field 
orders,  copies  of  which  are  furnished. 

The  limits  of  the  districts,  within  which  this  protection  is  to  be 
aflbrded,  are  defined  as  follows : 

The  commandant  of  the  Northern  District,  to  settlements  on  the 
islands  and  coast,  as  far  south  as  the  North  Edisto  Eiver. 

The  commandant  of  the  District  of  Beaufort,  from  the  North  Edisto 
Eiver  to  Broad  River. 

The  conunandant  of  the  District  of  Hilton  Head,  to  the  islands  lying 
between  Broad  and  the  Savannah  Elvers. 

The  commandant  of  the  District  of  Savannah,  to  the  islands  between 
the  Savannah  River  and  Saint  Mary's  Sound. 

The  commandant  of  the  District  of  Florida,  to  the  settlements  from 
Saint  Mary's  Sound,  southward  to  Jupiter  Inlet,  including  those  upon 
the  Saint  John's  River. 

The  points  at  which  the  negro  settlers  will  have  the  opportunity  of 
supplying  their  necessary  wants  and  selling  the  products  of  their  lands 
and  labor,  as  prescribed  in  the  above-mentioned  special  field  orders,  will 
be  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Fernandina,  Fla.,  and  such  other  points  as  may 
hereafter  be  designated. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter  will  relieve  Brigadier-General  Saxton  of  the 
military  command  of  the  District  of  Beaufort,  which  is  hereby  enlarged 
to  include  the  intrenched  camp  near  Pocotaligo,  S.  0. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqitakters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  G.,  January  21, 1865. 
CoMDG.  Officer  Detach.  32d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  G. : 
Sir:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  rejoin  your 
regiment  immediately  with  your  command  and  with  the  camp  equip- 


Ohap.  LIX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  109 

age  of  tLe  regiment.    General  Saxton  will  send  a  steamer  to  Seabrook 
for  your  command.     Yon  will  bold  your  men  in  readiness  to  embark 
with  rations,  &c.,  and  sec  tbat  you  are  immediately  informed  of  the 
arrival  of  the  steamer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOKNDIKE  D.  HODGES, 
Capt.,  Thirty-fifth  U.  fl.  Colored  Troops,  and  Actg.  As&t.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  SOtjth, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  January  21,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig, 

Comdg.  Northern  Dist,  Dept.  of  the  South,  Morris  Island,  8.  G. : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
reports  of  the  12th  and  13th  instant,  giving  information  in  regard  to 
the  enemy's  force,  operations,  and  garrisons,  and  of  the  operations  in 
your  own  district.  I  ani  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
state  that  all  such  information  is  very  valuable  to  him,  and  he  requests 
that  you  will  keep  him  fully  posted  from  time  to  time  on  all  such 
information.  Active  operations  will  soon  take  place  in  your  district. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

January  21, 1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Saxton, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort : 
General:    The  general  commanding  has  granted  your  request. 
The  detachment  of  the  Thirty-second  TJ.  S.  Colored  Troops,  with  camp 
equipage,  has  been  ordered  to  hold  itself  in  readiness  to  embark  on  the 
steamer  at  Seabrook  and  rejoin  its  regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOENDIKE  D.  HODGES, 
Capt,  Thirty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  21, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division,,  Deveaux's  NecTc : 
General:  I  have  the  orders  of  General  Sherman  to  establish  an 
intrenched  camp  at  or  near  Pocotaligo,  to  cover  the  roads  to  Tort 
Eoyal  Ferry  and  also  to  the  head  of  Broad  Eiver.  This  camp  is  to  be 
a  position  where  there  can  be  room  for  5,000  men  to  maneuver  and 
fight,  but  capable  of  being  held  by  from  500  to  1,000  men  in  a  citadel 
or  small  field  work.  It  is  also  to  be  such  a  position  as  to  enable  troops 
to  debouch  from  it  in  various  directions  for  operations  in  the  country 
when  desirable.  It  strikes  me  that  the  fort  at  Pocotaligo  is  just  the 
position  desired,  and  that  its  present  condition  gives  us  the  advantage 
of  having  a  work  constructed  to  our  hands.    I  have  sent  Captain 


110  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.        [Chap.  LIX. 

Suter  to  consult  with  you  about  this,  ajid  to  carefully  leconuoiter  all 
other  positions.  As  soon  as  you  have  decided  upon  the  point,  let  me 
Lave  your  recommendation  at  once,  so  as  to  be  able  to  decide.  I  have 
assigned  Brigadier-General  Potter  to  the  military  command  of  the 
District  of  Beaufort.  He  will,  however,  be  subject  to  your  or(lers  as 
long  as  you  are  in  his  vicinity.  It  is  intended  to  move  your  division  to 
the  Northern  District  after  General  Sherman  moves,  and  to  operate  as 
hereafter  directed.  General  Schimmelfenuig  and  his  force  will,  while 
you  are  there,  be  under  your  orders.  A  portion  of  Admiral  Porter's 
fleet  has  already  arrived  at  Charleston  bar.  Please  push  the  work  on 
the  landings  at  Whale  Branch  and  Mackay's  Point;  also  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  intrenched  position  as  soon  as  selected. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

,J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Chief  Engineer's  Office, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  January  SI,  18(iS. 
Majoi.'-General  Grovek, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Savannah  : 

In  accordance  with  your  request  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the 
following  memoranda  Avith  reference  to  the  defense  of  the  city  of 
Savannah : 

First.  The  defense  of  the  city  itself:  Tliis  is  accomplished  by  the  line 
of  works  now  in  process  of  construction  after  the  plan  indicated  in  my 
letter  to  Major-General  Sherman,  dated  December  2C,  18G4.*  These 
works  are  now  ready  to  receive  sixty  guns,  partly  siege  and  partly  field 
artillery,  and,  in  my  opinion,  are  in  a  condition  which  would  warrant 
their  defense  by  the  garrison  estimated  for.  Captain  Suter,  U.  S. 
Engineers,  and  chief  engineer.  Department  of  the  South,  has  been  fur- 
nished with  a  trace  of  this  line  on  which  the  several  positions  of  the 
guns,  composing  the  complete  armament,  are  indicated.  Captain  Suter 
has  also  been  furnished  with  those  maps,  captured  at  this  city,  which 
relate  to  the  defense.  Opposite  the  city  on  the  main  Carolina  shore 
two  small  works  should  be  built  to  command  the  Union  Causeway  and 
the  Huger  Causeway. 

The  above  contemplates  an  attack  by  a  much  larger  force  than  the 
garrison,  and,  in  my  opinion,  will  never  be  made. 

Second.  The  defense  of  the  approaches:  Three  main  roads  lead  into 
the  city  from  inland,  viz,  the  Ogeechee  plank  road  (Darieu),  the  Louis- 
ville stage  road,  the  Augusta  stage  road.  The  last  two  join  within  one 
mile  and  a  half  of  the  city.  The  points  where  the  enemy's  late  lines 
crossed  these  roads  furnish  the  best  defense.  When  taken  in  con- 
junction with  the  obstacles  formed  by  opening  the  sluice  gates  at  high 
tide  the  positions  are  strong.  If  the  bridge  across  the  Ogeechee  at 
King's  is  destroyed  it  eftectually  cuts  off  direct  approach  by  that  road, 
and  it  can  only  be  reached  by  crossing  the  river  above  and  getting  to 
it  by  some  of  the  numerous  cross-roads.  An  enemy  would  not  be  likley 
to  do  this  unless  he  were  in  largely  superior  force,  since  he  would 
necessarily  put  himself  in  a  "  pocket." 

Third.  The  defense  of  the  river  navigation :  This  is  best  accomplished 
by  a  force  stationed  at  this  city  large  enough  to  go  out  and  fight 

"  See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  811. 
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any  enemy  that  would  be  likely  to  approach.  In  order  that  our  oppo- 
nents might  reach  any  of  the  points  where  they  could  injure  us  much 
they  would  be  compelled  to  thrust  themselves  some  miles  beyond  us' 
leaving-  whatever  garrison  there  might  be  iti  Savannah  on  their  flank 
and  m  rear.  They  could  not  interrupt  navigation  without  establishing 
themselves  in  inclosed  works  upon  the  bank  of  Saint  Augustine  Creek 
(we  hold  Fort  Jackson),  and  very  short  time  would  suffice  for  the  capture 
of  any  enemy  having  temerity  enough  to  do  this.  With  all  our  great 
resources  of  water  transportation  I  regard  it  impossible  for  our  enemy 
to  make  a  successful  lodgment  on  Saint  Augustine  Creek. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  POE, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  Army, 
Chief  Engineer  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

A  map  is  in  course  of  preparation  and  under  my  direction,  which  will 
clearly  show  the  topography  of  Savannah  and  vicinity,  the  works  of 
attack  and  defense,  the  new  lines  constructed  during  our  occupation  of 
the  city,  and  the  lines  of  1814.  As  soon  as  completed  it  will  be  for- 
warded to  the  Engineer  Department.  * 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  21,  1865. 
General  Innis  X.  Palmer, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Carolina,  New  Berne  : 

Dear  General:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the 
17th,  inclosing  the  very  full  and  complete  returns  which  give  me  all 
the  data,  save  only  the  gauge  of  your  railroad,  of  which  we  are  in 
doubt.  One  of  my  charts  represent  the  gauge  as  four  feet  ten  inches 
and  the  other  at  live  feet.  I  shall  send  up  my  principal  railroad  man. 
Col.  W.  W.  Wright,  to  look  at  it  and  accummulate  at  Morehead  City 
and  New  Berne  iron  and  cars  ready  for  use  when  the  time  comes. 
We  can  supply  all  these,  if  of  the  five-feet  gauge,  out  of  captured 
stock.  I  don't  want  you  to  risk  New  Berne  or  Morehead  City,  and  to 
take  Kinston  now  w^ould  attract  attention  and  lengthen  your  line  too 
much  to  be  held  with  any  degree  of  secuiity.  Therefore  don't  attempt 
to  hold  more  than  you  now  have  until  you  know  I  am  near  at  hand, 
and  you  can  discover  the  effect  of  my  approach. 

1  shall  aim  to  reach  Goldsborough,  the  eflfect  of  which  will  be  three- 
fold: First.  With  my  army  at  Goldsborough  the  enemy  could  not 
remain  at  Wilmington.  Second.  I  would  have  two  railroads  to  the 
coast  for  supplies,  viz,  to  Morehead  City  and  Wilmington.  Third. 
Goldsborough  is  the  point  from  which  to  strike  Raleigh. 

If  my  army  can  fight  its  way  across  South  Carolina  and  reach  Golds- 
borough these  results  will  be  certain, 

I  have  already  secured  Pocotaligo  and  am  moving  my  army  into 
position  on  a  line  from  Sister's  Ferry,  on  the  Savannah,  across  to  Poco- 
taligo, whence  I  will  move  around  Charleston  and  across  the  couutry 
to  Fayetteville  and  Goldsborough  or  Wilmington  according  to  the  sup- 
plies 1  find.  General  Foster  will  hold  Savannah,  &c.,  and  will  have  a 
small  force  in  hand  to  take  advantage  of  any  let-go  the  enemy  may 
venture  to  make.  I  would  have  been  off  before  this,  but  I  am  delayed 
by  the  rains,  which  have  flooded  the  whole  country.    Don't  attract 

*  See  Plato  LXX,  Map  2  of  the  Atlas. 
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attention,  but  hold  New  Berne  and  Morehead  City  (Fort  Macon)  secure 
as  points  for  me  to  depend  on.  Don't  risk  anything;  let  me  run  the 
risk,  but  stand  prepared  to  aid  me  as  I  approach.  I  leave  my  chief 
quartermaster  and  commissary  here  to  follow  me  up  with  boats  and 
supplies. 

I  do  not  think  Grant  will  spare  yon  any  more  men,  nor  do  I  suppose 
them  necessary  for  the  simply  defensive  position  you  should  maintain. 
As  I  approach  you  I  may  aim  lor  the  railroad,  near  where  it  crosses 
the  Neuse  near  Kinston,  as  I  suppose  there  the  enemy  will  oppose  me, 
and  it  may  be  prudent  to  open  communication  with  you  before  I  cross 
and  attack  the  position  at  Kinston  or  Goldsborough,  but  Goldsborough 
is  the  strategic  point  I  shall  aim  to  secure  in  North  Carolina. 
I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  21,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  I,  N.  Palmer,  or 
Commanding  Officer  District  of  North  Carolina: 

The  District  of  North  Carolina  having  been  added  to  my  command 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  the  request  of  General  Sherman,  in  order 
to  concentrate  more  effectually  the  resources  of  the  seaboard  in  co-oper- 
ating with  the  movements  of  his  army  inland,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  you  confidential  instructions  for  your  guidance.  It  is  possible 
that  I  may  not  be  present  at  the  time  your  services  are  needed,  in 
which  case  you  will  be  prepared  to  act  with  promptitude  in  obedience 
to  any  orders  which  you  may  receive  from  General  Sherman.  General 
Sherman,  as  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  orders,*  has  command  over 
this  department  as  well  as  those  within  his  Military  Division  of  the 
West. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Gommanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  V.,  January  31, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer,  or 
Commanding  Officer  District  of  North  Carolina: 

The  present  plans  of  General  Sherman  contemplate  a  devastating 
march  through  South  Carolina  and  into  North  Carolina.  Ui)on  arriv- 
ing in  North  Carolina  he  will  draw  his  supplies  from  New  Berne  by 
striking  the  railroad  at  Goldsborough.  He  may  also  before  reaching 
Goldsborough  obtain  supplies  by  striking  the  coast  at  Wilmington. 
There  is  more  certainty,  however,  of  his  striking  the  railroad  at  Golds- 
borough. You  will,  therefore,  make  every  preparation,  not  only  to  aid 
promptly  and  efficiently  the  forwarding  of  supplies  when  General 
Sherman  reaches  that  point,  but  also  to  have  your  position  perfectly 
secure  against  any  attempts  that  may  possibly  be  jnade  against  you,  by 
detachments  from  Lee's  army,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  attain- 
ment of  the  very  purpose  sought  to  be  secured  by  these  orders.  In  the 
first  place  be  sure  and  watch  the  enemy,  and  prevent  any  attempt  to 
destroy  the  railroad  within  the  limits  of  your  extreme  outer  pickets, 

*See  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  13,  January  15,  p.  52. 
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andas  iimck  beyond  as  you  possibly  can  defend.  Secondly.  Prepare 
for  laudingand  torwarding-,  either  from  New  Berne  or  BeaufortfprincT 
pally  from  Beaufort,  supplies  for  70,000  men  and  40,000  animals  Sese 
supplies  are  to  come  from  bere  in  transports).  The  wharves  at  Beaufort 
must  be  put  in  order  and  all  the  facilities  for  landing  supplies  made 
perfect.  Accurate  information  must  also  be  obtained  of  the  extent  of 
railroad  between  Batchelder's  Creek  and  Kinston,  which  it  will  be 
necessary  to  rebuild.  Also  the  condition  of  the  bridge  over  the  Trent 
at  Kinston  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wright,  of  General  Sherman's  army, 
will  be  sent  up  to  ascertain  all  the  wants  of  the  railroad,  rollinff-stock 
construction,  &c.  General  McCallum,  the  railroad  constructorfis  here 
and  at  the  proper  time  will  be  there  ready  for  immediate  work 

^^  hat  I  want  to  know  from  you  is,  exactly  what  is  wanted,  so  that  it 
may  be  provided  and  brought  there  at  the  moment  for  operations 
Ihe  object  is  not  to  divulge  the  important  fact  that  anew  base  is  to  be 
made  at  that  point  until  the  last  moment,  I  want  also  to  know  how 
much  of  the  railroad  from  Beaufort  to  Goldsborough  you  can  protect 
after  General  Sherman  has  reached  Goldsborough,  and  the  exact  force 
you  can  concentrate  for  this  or  any  other  purpose.  Of  course  no  move- 
ment of  any  description  will  be  made  until  you  receive  orders  from 
General  Sherman  or  myself.  General  Sherman  will  probably  be  at 
Goldsborough,  or  in  communication  with  you,  by  the  22d  of  February. 
The  greatest  secrecy  must  be  observed  by  yourself  to  prevent  the 
enemy  ascertaining  the  fact  that  General  Sherman  will  draw  his  sup- 
plies over  the  railroad  to  Goldsborough.  If  they  penetrate  the  secret 
they  will,  of  course,  destroy  the  railroad.  Tou  will  divulge  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  this  confidential  letter  to  no  one,  but  make  all  the 
preparations  ordered. 

"^'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  21, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry,  or 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Forces, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 
The  District  of  North  Carolina  having  been  added  to  my  department 
by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  at  the  request  of  Major-General 
Sherman,  in  order  to  facilitate  concentration  of  resources  to  supply  his 
army  while  marching  inland,  I  inclose  to  you  the  following  confidential 
instructions,  which  you  will  carry  out  if  you  are  to  remain  there,  and 
if  you  are  removed  you  will  turn  over  to  your  successor,  with  the 
proper  cautions  as  to  secrecy.  I  may  not  be  present  at  the  time  for 
action,  in  which  case  you  will  depend  upon  instructions  from  Brigadier- 
General  Hatch  or  General  Sherman  direct.  General  Sherman,  as  you 
will  see  from  general  orders  inclosed,*  has  entire  command  of  this  as 
well  as  the  departments  forming  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 

*  See  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  13,  .January  15,  p.  52. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  31,  1865. 

Confidential  instructions  to  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry,  or  the  Commanding 
Officer  U.  S.  Forces,  ^Yilmington,  K.  G. 

General  Sherman's  plans  contemplate  a  devastating  march  through 
South  Carolina  and  into  North  Carolina.  He  will  draw  his  supplies 
from  the  coast,  receiving  them  by  difi'erent  rivers  m  South  Carolina, 
and  when  he  arrives  in  North  Carolina,  from  Wilmington  and  irom 
New  Berne.  His  army  has  now  commenced  moving.  Full  and  definite 
instructions  have  been  given  to  General  Palmer,  at  New  Berne.  Less 
definite  instructions  are  given  to  you,  because  it  is  not  certain  that 
"Wilmington  may  be  taken  at  the  time  General  Sherman  arrives  in 
North  Carolina,  and  also  that  you  be  prepared  to  take  efficient  inde- 
pendent action.  What  Iwish  attained  bythis  information  is  a  vigilant 
watch  for  General  Sherman's  appearance  in  your  vicinity  about  the 
15th  of  February,  and  as  great  a  preparation  on  jour  ])art  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  him.  The  supplies  for  his  army  will  come  from  here  in 
transports  loaded  for  the  purpose.  There  are  many  things,  however, 
which  you  can  do  to  facilitate  the  transmission  of  these  sup])lies  to 
his  army  when  it  arrives.  These  i)rcparations  should  have  in  view 
the  lact  that  his  army  numbers  70,000  men  and  40,000  animals.  If 
Wilmington  be  taken  you  will  occupy  as  much  of  the  railroad  toward 
Manchester  as  possible,  and  guard  as  many  of  the  bridges  in  that  direc- 
tion as  you  can.  In  fact,  the  same  order  holds  good  in  regard  to  the 
Goldsborough  railroad  and  the  railroad  through  Lumberton  and  Rock- 
ingham toward  Charlotte.  If  Wilmington  be  not  taken  of  course  you 
can  do  nothing  of  this  kind,  but  must  be  on  theAvatch  and  ready  to  act 
when  required.  The  utmost  secrecy  must  be  observed  in  regard  to 
this.  The  enemy  may  suspect  the  locality  of  (jeneral  Sherman's  route, 
but  nothing  should  transpire  to  lead  them  to  any  conclusion  as  to  his 
real  objects  or  the  points  at  which  he  is  to  get  supplies. 

Relying  upon  your  discretion  in  this  matter,  I  am,  general,  very 
respectfidly.  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hilton  Head,  January  22,  1865. 
General  Howard: 

I  am  at  Hilton  Head.  Will  be  up  to-morrow.  My  staif  and  horses 
on  the  steamer  Coit  will  be  up  in  an  hour.  Let  some  officer  look  out 
for  their  comfort,  as  I  want  the  boat  to  return  to  Savannah  early 
to-morrow  to  bring  another  load.  I  have  ordered  the  balance  of  John 
E.  Smith's  division  and  Logan's  headquarters  to  come  to  you  by  water. 
Corse  will  come  by  Sister's  Ferry.    I  will  be  up  to-morrow. 

SHERMAN, 
Major-  General. 
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Hilton  Head,  January  22^  1865. 
General  Howard: 

I  ordered  all  mules  whose  wagons  had  come  to  Beaufort  to  be  sent; 
also  the  remaining  wagons  and  mules  of  John  E.  Smith's.  I  had  a 
long  talk  with  Logan  and  arranged  for  three  complete  divisions  of  his 
corps  to  come  to  Pocotaligo,  leaving,  only  Corse  to  come  by  Sister's 
Ferry.  The  present  storms  will  delay  us  much.  I  wanted  the  boat 
Coit  to  discharge,  so  as  not  to  lose  to-morrow's  tide,  but  as  the  rain  will 
delay  us  there  is  no  need  of  such  hurry. 

SHERMAN, 
Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  IG.  )  Savannah,  6a.,  January  22, 1865. 

Col.  J.  B.  McCown,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  move  with  his  command  and  the  trans- 


quartermaster  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  who  will  furnish  the  necessary 
transportation. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

A.  W.  EDWARDS, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjtitant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  G.,  January  22,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  R.  Saxton,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Beaufort,  S.  €.: 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
inclose  you  Major  General  Sherman's  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  15,* 
appointing  you  inspector  of  negro  settlements  and  plantations  m  this 
department;  also  General  Orders,  No.  8,t  current  series,  from  these 
headquarters,  placing  Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter  in  command  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Beaufort.  Major- General  Sherman  has  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  General  Foster  a  large  number  of  animals,  partially  broken  down, 
that  will  be  loaned  to  the  negroes  to  be  used  by  them  on  the  planta- 
tions until  they  are  sufSciently  recuperated  for  active  service,  when 
they  will  be  called  for.  Please  send  word  to  these  headquarters  about 
how  many  of  these  animals  you  desire,  and  they  will  be  sent  at  once. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv^ant^   ^^  BURGER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


City  Point,  January  23, 1865—2  p.  m. 
(Received  3.30  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington  : 
Please  have  all  transports  collected,  for  the  transportaticm  of  Scho- 
field's  command  coaled  and  watered  and  rations  loaded.    The  troops 
-See  p.  52.       ~  '  +  See  p.  108. 
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should  start  with  five  days'  issued,  and  from  200,000  to  250,000  rations 
stored  in  the  holds  of  the  vessels.  This  will  give  a  supply  that  will  last 
until  more  could  be  got  to  them.  As  soon  as  transports  for  a  division 
are  ready  they  might  be  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe  to  report  by  telegTaph 
for  orders. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Ue%itenant-  Oeneral. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  23, 1865 — 3.50  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 
Some  time  since  orders  were  sent  to  General  Thomas  to  forward  to 
Savannah,  via  New  York,  all  fractions  of  regiments,  &c.,  belonging  to 
the  corps  under  General  Sherman.  General  Meagher  telegraphs  to-day 
from  Pittsburg  that  he  lias  7,000  men  and  wants  transports  ready  in 
New  York,  but  General  Van  Vliet  says  that  he  cannot  furnish  them  if 
he  sends  transports  here  to  meet  Schofield's  corps.  To  which  shall  the 
transports  be  given  first?  If  Meagher's  command  stops  in  New  York 
it  is  feared  that  very  many  will  desert,  and  there  are  no  quarters  for 
them  on  Governor's  Island.    Please  reply  immediately. 

U.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  January  23, 1865 — 7  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  7.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington : 
Order  Meagher  to  Alexandria.     We  will  send  Schofield's  corps  first, 
and  add  this  detachment  to  it  until  such  time  as  it  can  be  got  to  Sher- 
man.   It  is  too  late  now  for  it  to  reach  Sherman  from  Pocotaligo. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  23,  1865. 
Colonel  PoE, 

Chief  Engineer,  Savannah : 

General  Sherman  directs  that  you  join  him  via  this  place  and  order 
the  First  Michigan  Engineer  Regiment  to  follow  you  in  like  manner. 
Apply  to  General  Easton  lor  such  transportation  as  may  be  required. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  23,  1865. 
Bvt.  Col.  O.  M.  PoB, 

Chief  Engineer,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
Colonel:  By  direction  of  Major-General  Sherman   I  have  tele- 
graphed you  to  join  him  via  this  place,  and  now  repeat  the  instruc- 
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tions,  as  also  the  further  instructions  for  you  to  direct  the  engineer 
regiment  (First  Michigan  Engineers)  to  come  this  way  also.     Apply  to 
General  Easton,  chief  quartermaster,  for  such  transportation  as  you 
may  require  in  conforming  to  this  order. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  23,  1865. 

General  Easton, 

Savannah : 

Transport  to  Beaufort,  by  boats,  all  of  Howard's  troops,  wagons, 
and  mules,  except  Corse's  division,  which  can  move  with  the  Left 
WiTig.  I  have  sent  you  every  boat  available  from  this  quarter  and 
would  like  you  to  push  this  jab  at  one  trip. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


Special        ^        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  21.  )  Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  23,  1865. 

I.  The  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  having  the  most  trans- 
portation, the  quartermaster  thereof,  in  accordance  with  the  directions 
of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  army,  will  turn  over  to  Lieutenant 
Brown,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  pontoon  train,  five  six-mule 
teams  with  harness  and  wagons  complete  for  the  use  of  that  organiza- 
tion. As  good  teams  are  required  the  present  ones  in  the  division  will 
not  be  selected  for  this  purpose. 

II.  As  directed  by  Major-General  Sherman,  upon  the  advance  of  this 
army  all  unnecessary  servants  and  non-combatants  will  be  left  behind. 
All  chests  for  office  papers  and  baggage  not  strictly  necessary  in  the 
field,  and  all  tents  save  one  for  headquarters  of  each  brigade,  division, 
corps,  or  army,  and  such  as  may  be  necessary  ibr  hospital  purposes, 
will  be  sent  to  Beaufort  or  Hilton  Head  and  left  in  charge  of  proper 
persons  until  such  time  as  they  can  follow  by  water.  Flies  only  will 
be  used  for  shelter.  The  inspector-general's  department  is  charged 
with  the  requirements  of  this  order. 

*  #  *  *  ,  #  # 

VII.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Clark,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  to  Maj. 
Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  for  assign- 
ment to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps. 

******* 

By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


118  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.        [Chap.  LIX. 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  23, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

GommaiuJing  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  send  you 
tlieinclosed  copy  of  telegram  from  General  Sherman  to  General  pjaston,* 
and  to  say  that  you  will  give  orders  to  General  Gorse  to  move  his 
division  (entire)  with  the  Left  Wing  of  the  army,  sending  the  remainder 
of  your  command  to  this  point  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeaernl. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  23,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Log-an, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General:  General  Sherman  says  he  cannot  possibly  spare  the 
steamers  from  carrying  supplies  to  Purysburg  and  Pocotaligo,  in  order 
to  transport  General  Corse's  division.  Please  direct  General  Corse  to 
move  back  over  the  route  he  came,  between  the  Big  and  Little  Ogeechce 
Rivers,  keeping  up  as  high  as,  or  higher,  than  the  Twenty-Mile  Station. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  take  General  Blair's  old  route  from 
Station  No.  2  back  to  Guyton,  or  No.  3,  and  thence  via  Springfield  to 
Sister's  Ferry.  He  should  proceed  thence  by  some  route  parallel  to 
Davis'  line  of  march  to  Hickory  Hill.  At  that  fioint  you  will  be  able  to 
unite  your  corps.  This  march  General  Corse  can  make  easily  in  seven 
days,  but  he  will  have  to  be  exceedingly  careful  of  forage  until  he 
crosses  tlie  Savannah.  If  General  Corse  should  happen  to  fall  one  or 
even  two  days  in  rear  of  your  other  divisions  at  Hickory  Hill  it  will 
not  matter. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- Ge7ieral. 

P.  S. — I  do  not  make  the  order  imperative  as  to  the  route,  but  rather 
suggestive. 

O.  O.  H., 
Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  January  23,  1805. 
Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  point  at  12 
m.  to-day.  I  left  Savannah  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  19th  instant,  in  compli- 
ance with  orders  from  headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  (the  Fourth 
Division  and  animals  of  Second  Division  were  to  follow).  The  road 
across  Hutchinson's  Island  and  the  levees  between  the  island  and  the 
Union  Causeway,  although  badly  cut  up,  were  passable  up  to  12  m.  of 
the  19th,  when  the  rain  and  sudden  rise  of  water  made  them  impass- 
able. I  had  gone  forward  to  New  River  bridge,  fourteen  miles  from 
Savannah,  to  see  if  it  was  in  readiness  to  cross,  but,  finding  it  would 

*  See  p.  117. 
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not  be  completed  until  about  4  p.  m.,  I  made  my  arrangements  to  camp 
at  the  junction  of  the  Harrteeville  and  Charleston  roads.  At  about  2 
]).  m.  the  head  of  my  column  arrived,  and  the  aminunition  and  part  of 
the  supply  trains  following  closely.  I  expected  the  remainder  of  my 
division  would  aiTive  Avithout  serious  difficulty.  About  this  time  I 
received  a  comniunicatiou  from  Major-General  Logan  directing  me  to 
assume  command  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions,  when  the  orderly 
informed  me  that  the  balance  of  the  troops  were  on  the  island  and 
could  not  come  forward,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  roads. 

I  sent  a  staff  oificer  to  communicate  with  General  Corse,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th  sent  the  pioneer  corps  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Divisions,  but  they  found  it  impossible  to  join  the  troops  on  the  island, 
the  road  between  the  rice  fields  and  them  being  covered  with  water  to 
the  depth  of  four  feet.  I  rode  back,  intending  to  reach  Savannah  by 
Screven's  Ferry,  but  found  it  impossible  to  get  nearer  than  two  miles. 
I  had,  however,  upon  learning  the  situation  of  the  troops  on  the  island, 
ordered  Colonel  McCown,  commanding  First  Brigade,  that  if  he  could 
not  get  the  wagons  out  to  abandon  them  and  return  with  the  men  and 
animals  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Upon  my  return  from  my  attempt  to  communicate  by  way  of  Scre- 
ven's Ferry  I  met  Captain  Wellman,  whom  I  had  sent  to  General  Corse. 
He  informed  me  that  the  troops  had  been  ordered  to  return  to  Savan- 
nah by  Major-General  Logan,  and  that  he  thought  but  few  wagons 
would  have  to  be  abandoned.  He  also  brought  directions  from  Major- 
General  Logan  to  push  through  to  this  place  the  best  I  could.  I 
accordingly  broke  camp  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  21st  instant,  marching 
through  water  not  deep  enough  for  navigation,  but  too  deep  to  say  we 
came  by  land. 

It  has  rained  incessantly  from  12  m.  of  the  19th  to  10  a.  m.  this 
date. 

The  officers  and  men  were  very  patient ;  to  be  cheerful  was  beyond 
human  nature.  I  have  with  me  the  Second  Brigade,  composed  of  three 
regiments;  Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  and  all  of  supply 
trains  except  twenty-seven  wagons. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  23, 1865— 9.10  p.  m. 

General  Meaghek, 

Pittsburg,  Pa.: 
Bring  all  your  command  to  Washington,  instead  of  New  York,  and 
report  to  General  Augur  for  transports  and  orders. 
^  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Copies  to  General  Augur  and  General  Charles  Thomas.) 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  8.  €.,  January  23, 1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he 
wishes  you  to  detail  about  400  men  to  work  on  the  road  between  this 
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point  and  the  bridge  at  Port  Eoyal  Ferry.  He  also  wishes  you  to  send 
in  a  quartermaster  to  receipt  for  and  take  out  some  200  axes,  to  be  used 
by  a  portion  of  your  detail  in  cutting  material  for  corduroying  the 
road,  the  axes  to  be  returned  to  the  depot  quartermaster  when  the 
work  shall  have  been  done.  The  road  is  in  very  bad  condition,  and 
the  general  is  anxious  to  have  it  put  in  as  good  repair  as  possible. 
Should  you  not  have  sufficient  teams  with  your  command  to  enable  you 
to  push  the  work  rapidly,  you  can  borrow  from  General  Woods' division. 
Please  place  the  detail  in  charge  of  a  driving  officer. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


flDQEs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  23, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  in 
accordance  with  General  Sherman's  desire  to  threaten  Ch.irleston,  he 
wishes  your  demonstration  of  the  20th  instant  to  the  Salkehatchie 
repeated  and,  if  possible,  a  lodgment  effected  on  the  other  side.  He 
suggests  that  you  make  a  trestle  or  floating  bridge  out  of  such  material 
as  may  be  most  convenient  for  crossing  infantry  only.  The  general 
also  directs  me  to  say  you  had  better  not  attempt  to  send  in  any  more 
wagons  than  you  can  possibly  help  for  the  present,  as  the  road  is  bad 
enough  now  and  trains  passing  over  it  would  cut  it  up  so  much  as  to 
render  it  impassable  for  some  time  to  come.  General  Hazen  and  Gen- 
eral Woods  are  at  work  corduroying  and  repairing  it  from  here  to 
Garden's  Corners.  You  must  make  it  good  the  rest  of  the  way. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  2d  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  7.  )  In  the  Field,  Ga.,  January  23, 1865. 

The  following-named  officers  are  announced  to  serve  on  the  staff  of 
the  general  commanding:  Capt.  Robert  B.  Stinson,  Sixtieth  Illinois 
Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  acting  assistant  inspector-general;  Capt. 
Hiram  Craft,  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  provost-marshal. 
They  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan : 

T.  WISEMAN, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

Purysburg,  S.  C,  January  23, 1865. 
Captain  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  suggestions  for  the 
intbrmation  of  the  general  commanding,  received  from  Captain  Webber 
from  General  Sherman's  headquarters:    About  2  o'clock  yesterday 
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afternoon  the  gunboat  Pontiac  and  transport  General  Lee  moved  up 
the  river  from  this  point  nearly  to  Ebenezer  Church,  on  the  Georgia 
side  of  the  river,  where  the  gunboat  halted,  and  the  General  Lee  went 
on  two  or  three  miles  farther  and,  in  the  opinion  of  Captain  Webber, 
ten  miles  this  side  of  Sister's  Ferry.  At  Ebenezer  Church  lie  saw  a 
number  of  rebel  cavalry  and  indications  which  led  him  to  believe  there 
was  quite  a  force  in  that  vicinity.  Captain  Webber  thinks  it  is  forty 
miles  from  this  point  to  Sister's  Ferry  by  tlie  river. 
I  am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  DUSTIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Coast  Div.,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

No.  3.  (  J)eveuux\i  Keel;  8.  C,  .January  33,  1865. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  p].  Potter,  having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  District  of  Beaufort,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with  this 
division. 

II.  Col.  Charles  H.  Van  Wyck,  Fifty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers, 
will  relieve  Brigadier-General  Potter  of  the  command  of  the  First 
Brigade  of  this  division. 

III.  Tlie  two  companies  of  the  Fifty-fourth  New  York  V^olunteers 
now  on  duty  with  this  division  are  liereby  relieved,  and  will  proceed 
to,  as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  furnished,  the  Northern  District, 
Department  of  the  South. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and.  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


City  Point,  January  24, 1865 — 9.30  a.  m. 

(Received  11  a.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington,  D.  G. : 
I  shall  probably  leave"  here  by  12  noon  to-morrow  for  Fort  Fisher. 
All  the  troops  of  Schofleld's  command  may  be  forwarded  directly  to 
that  i)oint.  Meagher's  command  will  go  in  the  same  Avay  in  the  absence 
of  further  directions.  If  Schofleld  reaches  Washington  in  time  I  would 
like  to  have  him  accompany  me. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  24, 1865—12  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 
If  General  Schofield  does  not  arrive  in  time  to  join  you  I  will  send 
him  forward  on  the  first  transport. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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City  Point,  Ya.,  January  24,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  InGALLS, 

Chief  Quartermaster : 
As  rapidly  as  it  can  be  sent  in  addition  to  previous  calls,  I  want 
fifteen  miles  of  railroad  iron  sent  from  Norfolk  or  elsewhere  to  Beaufort, 
]S".  C.  Men  will  also  be  required  to  lay  the  track  from  New  Berne  to 
Kinston.  The  steamer  Escort,  or  one  of  like  draught  aiid  capacity, 
will  be  wanted  at  Beaufort  for  permanent  use. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutenant-Generul. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  2i,  1S(15. 

Lieuteuant-General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Ya. : 
Genbkal  :  I  was  directed  this  morning  by  General  Sherman  to  write 
you  by  steamer  Arago,  as  follows:  He  reached  here  yesterday  from 
Savannah  and  this  morning  went  up  to  Pocotaligo  to  look  to  niatters 
in  person,  and  proposes  tomorrow  to  secure  Salkehatchie  bridge  as  a 
demonstration,  and  also  to  then  reconnoiter  until  Slocum  gets  out  to 
high  ground  from  Sister's  Ferry.  The  storm  has  been  severe  and  con- 
tinuous for  several  days,  delaying  movements  by  bad  roads,  but  now 
it  is  clear;  the  roads  are  improving  rapidly  and  it  bids  fair  for  good 
weather.  I  may  hear  from  the  general  during  the  night  and  will  then 
dispatch  you  further. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  op  tiii!;  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  24,  1865. 

Admiral  Dahlgren: 

Dear  Admiral  :  Weather  is  now  tine  and  promises  us  dry  land.  1 
will  go  to  day  to  Pocotaligo  and  Coosawhatchie..  To-morrow  Avill  demon- 
strate on  Salkehatchie,  and  Avould  be  obliged  if  you  would  feel  up 
Edisto  or  Stono,  just  to  make  the  enemy  uneasy  on  that  flank,  and  to 
develop  if  he  intends  to  hold  fast  to  Charleston  and  Columbia  both. 
It  will  take  five  days  for  Slocum  to  get  out  of  the  savannas  of  Savan- 
nah, and  during  that  time  1  will  keep  Howard  seemingly  moving  direct 
on  Charleston,  though  with  no  purpose  of  going  beyond  the  Salke- 
hatchie. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Hilton  Head,  January  24,  1865 — 4  p.  in. 
Major-General  Sherman  : 

This  northwest  wind  will  dry  up  the  roads  and  drain  the  swamps. 
The  Sonoma  is  in  the  North  Edisto;  the  Dai  Ching  in  the  Combahee, 
with  orders  to  annoy  the  rebels  as  much  as  ])ossible;  to  laud  and  drive 
in  their  pickets.    Thie  Pawnee  is  just  leaving  for  the  South  Edisto.    I 
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bear  tliat  a  battery  and  obstrnctions  have  been  felt  ou  the  Ashepoo, 
and  much  alarm  at  our  reconnaissance.  Tlie  Pawnee  will  go  there  and 
try  to  knock  it  down.  It  is  said  to  be  twenty  miles  up  the  Asliepoo. 
If  General  Howard's  men  feel  that  way  it  mis'ht  prove  of  interest. 

J.  A.  DAHLGEEN, 

Bear-Admiral,  U.  S.  Nar^y. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Beav/ort,  S.  C,  January  Si,  1S6S. 
General  Easton,  Savannah: 

You  may  em])loy  any  vessels  suitable  for  deep  water,  carrying  sol- 
diers, wagons,  or  ammunition  of  the  liight  Wing  as  long  as  General 
Logan  wants  you,  but  do  not  relax  your  efforts  to  get  food  and  forage 
up  to  Sister's  Eerry  by  the  time  Davis  gets  there.  Weather  is  now  line, 
and  if  it  lasts  will  make  our  roads  fine  in  a  very  short  while.  On  this 
clear  spell  vre  must  reach  liarnwell  and  the  Augusta  road.  Keep  things 
moving  night  and  day.  I  go  to  Pocotaligo  to-day. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  January  24,  1865. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

Your  telegram  received.  The  Fifteenth  Corps  still  have  here,  to  go 
by  water,  about  3,400  men,  2,400  animals,  280  wagons,  and  IC  ambu- 
lances.   I  will  get  them  off  as  soon  as  possible. 

L.  C.  EASTON, 

GMef  Quartermaster. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  January  24, 1865. 
Major  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
In  the  absence  of  any  orders  or  instructions  I  directed  the  Michigan 
Engineers  to  accompany  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  which  column  seemed 
to  need  their  services.    They  marched  yesterday  about  1  o'clock.    Shall 
1  recall  them? 

O.  M.  POE, 
Gapt.,  and  Chief  Engineer  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  24,  1865—10  a.  m. 

Col.  O.  M.  PoE, 

Chief  Engineer,  Savannah,  Ga. : 
Your  dispatch  is  received.    The  general  has  gone  to  Pocotaligo  an 
hour  since,  but  J  will  overtake  him  with  courier  for  answer. 

'  L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  24,  1865. 

Col.  O.  M.  PoE, 

Chief  Engineer,  Savannah: 
Let  tbe  Michigan  Eugineers  go  as  you  liave  ordered  them.     They 
will  uot  be  needed  here. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )     Headquarters  Department  and 

\  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  4.  )  Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  34,  1865. 

The  following  awards  of  medals  of  honor  have  been  made  to  the 
enlisted  men  herein  mentioned  for  distinguished  service  in  the  field 
and  other  soldier-like  qualities: 

To  August  Stehr,  sergeant.  Company  F,  Fifty-eighth  Regiment,  Illi- 
nois Infantry  Volunteers,  medal  of  silver  inscribed:  "Faithful  and 
eflicient  service  iu  the  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Department  and  Army 
of  the  Tennessee."  To  Oliver  E.  Slusser,  private.  Company  E,  Forty- 
eighth  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  medal  of  silver  inscribed:  "Siege 
of  Corinth,  battles  of  Corinth,  luka,  Eayuiond,  Jackson,  Champion's  Hill, 
Vicksburg  (July4, 18(J3).  Faithfulaud  efficient  service  in  the  Adjutant- 
General's  Office,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee."  To  Will- 
iam H.  Pritchard,  private.  Tenth  OhioBattery,  medal  of  silver  inscribed : 
"Kenesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta.  Faithful  and  efficient  service  in  the 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee." 
To  Albert  B.  Wilcox,  private.  Battery  A,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery, 
medal  of  silver  inscribed:  "Chickasaw  Bayou,  Arkansas  Post,  Cham- 
pion's Hill,  Vicksburg  (July  4,  1863),  Mission  liidge,  Kesaca,  Dallas. 
Faithful  and  efficient  service  in  the  Adjutant-General's  Ofiflce,  Depart- 
ment and  Armyof  the  Tennessee."  To  Isaac  A.  Bemis,  private.  Company 
E,  Sixteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry  Volunteers,  medal  of  silver  inscribed: 
"Atlanta,  Savannah.  Faithful  and  efflcient  service  in  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral's Office,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee."  To  James  E.. 
Eeuiff',  private.  Company  H,  Seventy-second  Regiment  Illinois  Infantry 
Volunteers,  medal  of  silver  inscribed:  "Vicksburg  (July  4,  1863). 
Atlanta,  Savannah.  Faithful  and  efficient  service  in  Adjutant-Generals 
Office,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee." 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  34, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  work  of  destroying  the  railroad  is  completed.    No 
more  details  will  report  to  Colonel  Swayne. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLB,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  8,  C,  January  2d,  1865. 

General  Slocum, 

Left  ^Ving : 
Dear  General:  Weatber  is  now  magnificent,  and  we  must  take  all 
advantage  possible  of  it.  The  roads  here  cut  deep  also,  and  your  best 
plan  is  to  move  rapidly  to  Eobertsville  via  Sister's  Ferry,  and  don't 
lose  an  hour  of  time.  See  Easton,  that  he  gets  boats  to  that  point  also, 
and  we  must  get  up  on  the  Charleston  and  Augusta  road  in  this  spell  of 
good  weather.  I  go  to  Pocotaligo  to-day,  and  will  secure  the  Salke- 
hatchie  bridge,  and  make  Hardee  believe  I  am  coming  straight  for 
Charleston.  I  shall  expect  to  hear  of  you  about  Sister's  Perry  in  four 
days — say  29th. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  1.  )  Savannah,  6a.,  January  21,  1865. 

The  following  officers  are  hereby  announced  upon  the  staff  of  the 
major-general  commanding:    Lieut.  Col.  H.  G.  Litchfield,   assistant 
inspector- general;  Capt.  G.  W.  Smith,  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  aide- 
de-camp. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  24,  1865. 

Major-General  Foster, 

Hilton  Head: 
General  Sherman  desires  that  you  complete  the  telegraph  line  from 

this  place  to  Pocotaligo. 

^  L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hilton  Head,  January  2i,  1865—11.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

The  steamer  brings  dates  of  the  20th  from  New  York  with  recruits 
which  I  send  up  on  the  Louise.  I  will  at  once  get  the  men  at  work  on 
the  telegraph  line  to  Pocotaligo.  ^   ^^   FOSTER, 

Major- General. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Soliih 

jsfo.  11.  \  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  24, 18Go. 

During  the  temporary  absence  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  I'".  Hall,  First 
New  York  Volunteer  Engineers,  provost-marshal-general  of  this  depart- 
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nient,  Lieut.  Col.  Stewart  L.Woodford,  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  will  perform  the  duties  of  that  office,  and  will  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGBE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  A'.  C,  January  24,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  0.  Groter, 

Gommandinff,  &c.,  Savannah,  6a.: 
General  :  In  regard  to  the  stores  to  be  assigned  to  traders,  as  well 
as  other  buildings  and  other  property  to  be  rented,  I  wish  to  state  to 
you  that  in  order  to  carry  out  the  idea  of  General  Sherman,  of  every- 
thing being  captures  of  war  and  belonging  as  such  to  the  United 
States,  you  will  collect  rents  from  all  traders  and  others  allowed  to 
occupy  vacant  stores  or  buildings  until  such  times  as  the  presumed 
owners  thereof  satisfy  you  of  their  loyalty,  and  also  of  their  title  to  the 
property.  Xo  oaths  of  allegiance  must  be  required  or  even  received 
until  you  are  satisfied  of  the  entire  faithfulness  of  the  person  wishing 
to  take  the  oath.  After  you  are  satisfied,  and  have  allowed  tlie  person 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  you  inust  also  allow  him  to  receive 
the  rents  of  his  property.  Whatever  quartermaster  you  direct  to 
receive  rents  or  other  moneys  must  be  required  to  keep  a  separate 
account  of  the  same  as  a  civil  fund  and  have  said  account  audited 
monthly  by  yon.  Tlie  proper  expenses  to  be  charged  to  this  fund  are 
repairs  of  wharves,  roads,  streets,  cleaning  streets,  steam  fire  engine, 
extra  clerks,  &c.  It  must  not  become  known  that  the  taking  the  oath 
will  weigh  in  favor  of  the  claimants  to  i)roperty,  although  it  will  in 
reality  as  soon  as  you  are  satisfied  of  the  purity  of  intention  of  the 
persons  desiring  to  take  it. 


liespectfuUy,  yours. 


J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


New  York,  January  24,  1865. 

(Received  2.55  p.  m.) 
Majior-General  Halleok, 

Cliief  of  Staff,  U.  8.  Army: 
Arrived  here  last  night  from  Pittsburg  to  make  arrangements  for 
proceeding  with  all  practicable  speed  to  Savannah.  This  moment 
received  your  dispatch.  My  division,  close  upon  0,500  strong,  coming 
up  by  river  to  Pittsburg,  cannot  reach  there  before  Thursday,  owing 
to  the  ice  and  deficiency  of  water  transportation  at  Nashville  on  arrival 
of  the  troops  from  Chattanooga  last  Sunday  week.  First  Brigade  at 
Louisville  before  I  left  for  Pittsburg.  Have  telegraphed  my  quarter- 
master at  Pittsburg  to  secure  the  necessary  transportation  to  Wash- 
ington via  Harrisburg  and  Baltimore,  instead  of  to  New  York,  as  pre- 
viously ordered,  subject  to  your  instructions.  I  shall  proceed  without 
delay  to  Baltimore  and  await  the  division  there. 

THOMAS  FRANCIS  MEAGHER, 

Brigadier- General,  Comma"%ding  Division, 
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Pittsburg,  January  34,  1865—11.30  a.  m. 

(Received  2.20  j).  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  telegram  to  General  Meagher  has  been  shown  to  me.*  Ke  left 
here  yesterday.  Orders  have  been  given  as  directed  by  you.  Troops 
have  not  arrived  and  I  am  unable  to  say  where  they  are. 

O.  CEOSS, 
Colonel  and  J)epnty  (Quartermaster- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  Jamiary  3S,  1865—12  noon. 
Brevet  Major-General  Meigs,  Quartermaster- General  : 

I  have  received  orders  to  furnish  transportation  to  North  Carolina 
for  some  1,500  troops,  300  artillery  horses,  a  pontoon  train  of  30  boats, 
including  U  teams— making  about  500  animals— and  also  350  employes 
of  the  railroad,  with  iron,  iim.  You  will  observe  that  Ave  shall  require 
all  the  transportation  of  a  suitable  character  that  is  here  now  or  that 
will  arrive  to-day.  I  am  expecting  the  Neptune  and  Warrior,  both  of 
which  will  be  required.  Should  the  construction  corps  at  Alexandria 
call  on  you  for  transportation  to  New  Berne  for  men  and  material  I 
request  you  will  furnisli  it. 

R.  INGALLS, 
Briyadier-General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

iYe«r  Focotali/jo,  S.  C,  January  25,  1865. 

Col.  J.  T.  CONKLIN, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Colonel  :  I  have  ordered  General  Logan  to  move  Friday  morning, 
with  the  wagons  loaded,  from  Beaufort  with  the  portion  of  his  corps 
there,  viz,  Hazen's,  Woods',  and  a  brigade  of  John  E.  Smith's;  also  Engi- 
neer Regiment.  Now,  if  they  don't  have  enough  supijlies  there  they 
can  send  their  supply  wagons  to  Blair's  landing  and  till  up.  General 
Smith  (John  E.)  will  draw  from  Hatch's  landing.  Don't  fear  to  send 
up  too  large  a  quantity,  for  Hatch  will  stay  here  and  can  live  on  what 
they  leave.  Thirty  days'  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt,  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
days'  hard  bread,  what  meat  we  can  get  in,  five  days'  forage.  I  mean 
either  that  or  the  nearest  approximation.  My  headquarters  will  be  at 
Blair's  landing.  We  must  leave  here  all  right  Monday  next  (this  suh 
rosa). 

Respectfully, 

O.  ().  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  )   Headquarters  Dbpar'jment  and 

>  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No  5.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  25,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  instructions  of  the  major-general  commanding 
relative  to  his  staff  and  headquarters,  in  view  of  the  coming  campaign, 
viz: 

I.  The  headquarters  for  the  field  will  be  stripped  of  every  article 
not  strictly  necessary  in  the  field.    Officers'  baggage  and  ofQce  furui- 

*  See  p.  119. 
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turewill  be  reduced  as  much  as  possible,  and  so  arranged  as  to  occupy- 
but  little  room.  Flys  will  be  used  for  shelter,  one  tent  for  office  pur- 
poses only  being  allowed.  All  surplus  bag-gage,  boxes,  and  office  furni- 
ture -will  remain  with  the  established  headquarters  iu  charge  of  a 
proper  officer,  ready  for  shipment  to  a  new  base,  when  orders  to  such 
eflect  shall  be  given.  Maj.  E.  Whittlesey,  judge-advocate,  is' announced 
as  commandant  of  headquarters  in  the  field,  and  will  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly.  The  following-named  officers  of '  the  staff  will 
accompany  and  be  with  the  major-general  commanding  in  the  field: 
Col.  James  A^'ilson,  provost-marsh al-general;  Ool.  J.  T.  Conklin,  chief 
quartermaster;  Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  Strong,  assistant  in spectoi'- gen- 
eral; Lieut.  Col.  D.  Eemick,  chief  commissary;  Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 
assistant  adjutant-general;  IMaj.  T.  W.  Osboni,  chief  of  artillery;  Maj. 
E.  Whittlesey,  judge  advocate;  Gapt.  C.  B.  lieese,  chief  engineer; 
Capt.  1).  H.  Buel,  chief  ordnance  officer;  Gapt.  E.  P.  Pearson,  jr.,  chief 
commissary  of  musters;  Capt.  F.  W.  oilbreth,  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  P. 
A.  Taylor,  chief  signal  officer;  First  Lieut.  J.  P.  Sampson,  Signal  Corps, 
U.  S.  Army;  First  Lieut.  William  K  Taylor,  First  Illinois  Light  Artil- 
lery, acting  aide-de-camp;  First  Lieut.  Amos  Stickney,  Engineer  Corps, 
U.  S.  Army;  First  Lieut.  John  A.  Mills,  acting  assistant  quartermas- 
ter; Lieut.  Joseph  A.  Sladen,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general;  Asst. 
Surg.  D.  L.  Huntington,  U.  S.  Aruiy,  assistant  medical  director;  Actg. 
Asst.  Surg.  E.  A.  Dmican,  U.  S.  Army,  staff  and  escort  surgeon. 

II.  The  following-named  will  remain  at  the  established  headquarters: 
Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart,  assistant  adjutant-general,  iu  charge  of  office 
and  headquarters;  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Ross,  First  Michigan  Artillery, 
in  charge  of  artillery  department ;  Capt.  W.  C.  Ide,  Thirteenth  Infantry, 
assistant  chief  commissary  of  musters;  Actg.  Asst.  Surg.  I.  L.  Hoo- 
ver, U.  S.  Army;  First  Lieut.  L.  T.  Wilms,  Thirty-seventh  Ohio 
Infantry,  acting  assistant  quartermaster. 

III.  Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  author- 
ized to  perform  all  duties  pertaining  to  his  oiiice,  and  to  act  and  sign 
by  order  of  the  major-general  commandhig  iu  his  absence,  the  same  as 
if  he  were  present. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Geu.  O.  O.  Howard : 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assislant  Adjutant-General. 


Special        ^  Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  \  Arjiy  of  the  Tennessee, 

^o.  23.  )  Beaufort,  *S'.  C,  January  25,  1865. 

*****  IF  » 

III.  The  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry  and  detachment 
of  the  Seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  now  in  camp  near  this  point, 
will  forthwith  proceed  to  Pocotaligo  and  report  to  Major-General  Blair, 
commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  for  duty  until  the  corps  to 
which  they  belong  joins  the  army  iu  the  field. 

IX.  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
will  on  Friday  morning,  the  27th  instant,  move  such  portion  of  his 
command  as  may  then  be  at  this  point,  with  wagons  loaded  with  as 
much  forage  and  subsistence  as  can  be  obtained,  to  Garden's  Corners, 
where  he  will  report  to  the  major-general  commanding  for  further  orders'. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  A  diutnnt- ficnprnl 
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Hdqbs.  Depaetment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Poeotaligo  Landing,  S.  C,  January  35,  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Woods, 

Commanding  Brigade,  Garden's  Corners: 
General:  Keconuaissances  are  being  made  toward  Salkehatchie, 
and  it  is  important  that  you  should  keep  up  the  movement  from  Gar- 
den's Corners.  Continue  it  until  further  orders.  If  you  can  procure 
boats  you  will  make  an  effort  to  cross  at  or  near  Combahee  Ferry,  but 
the  general  does  not  wish  it  done  at  the  loss  of  life.  It  is  merely  to 
attract  the  enemy's  attention. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

JOS.  A.  SLADEN, 
Lieutenant  and  Actinn  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqxjaetees  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Poeotaligo,  S.  C,  January  25,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen,  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  ma,jor-general  commanding  directs  that  you  cause 
two  regiments  from  your  command  to  report  at  the  railroad  depot  at 
daylight  tomorrow.  Captain  Henley,  aide-de-camp,  will  take  them  to 
the  point  they  are  expected  to  occupy.  General  Mower  will  endeavor 
to  cross  the  Salkehatchie  above  the  bridge,  and  these  regiments  are 
intended  to  cover  certain  roads  in  his  rear.  Send  with  them  one  wagon 
of  ammunition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Ju., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarteks  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Poeotaligo,  tS.  C,  January  25,  1805. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division: 
■  General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send 
one  brigade  from  your  command  to  Salkehatchie  bridge,  starting  at  7 
a.  m,  to-morrow,  with  instructions  to  make  a  demonstration  against 
the  enemy  at  that  point  and  feign  an  attempt  to  force  a  crossing,  so  as 
to  draw  their  attention  from  General  Mower's  attempt  at  crossing  above. 
The  general  wishes  the  skirmish  line  pushed  up  as  close  to  the  river  as 
possible,  but  care  must  be  taken  to  prevent  loss.  He  wishes  the  posi- 
tion taken  intrenched  and  held  until  your  brigade  is  relieved  by  forces 
from  General  Hatch's  command.  Should  General  Mower's  movements 
cause  the  enemy  to  evacuate,  your  brigade  will  push  across  and  occupy 
the  works. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

y   R   R — VOL   XLVll,  FT   11 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing, 
Havannah,  Ga.,  January  25,  1865. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 
Dear  General:  Your  letter  of  yesterday  lias  just  come  to  hand. 
I  ordered  Davis  yesterday  to  resume  liis  march  this  morning  at  day- 
light, and  directed  Williams  to  push  a  divisicMi,  if  possible,  from 
Purysburg  toward  the  ferry.  These  orders  are  now  being  executed. 
Davis  has  gone  with  Morgan's  division.  I  shall  order  Geary  forward 
to-morrow,  and  shall  advise  Corse  to  move  at  the  same  time  on  one  of 
the  other  roads.  I  shall  send  my  headquarters  teams  with  Geary's 
division  and  go  up  the  river  on  one  of  the  transports.  This  will  give 
me  an  opportunity  to  stop  at  Purysburg  and  give  whatever  new  orders 
may  be  necessary;  also  to  see  the  gun-boat  and  send  it  above  the 
ferry.  I  shall  probably  arrive  at  Sister's  Ferry  as  soon  as  the  head  of 
Davis'  column  can  reach  there.  I  shall  hear  from  Davis  this  evening 
as  to  the  progress  made  to-day,  and  will  write  you  again  before  leaving 
here. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Tv(rENTiETH  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  25,  18<j5. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 
.  General:  The  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that 
you  move  with  your  command,  to-morrow  morning,  for  Sister's  Ferry, 
following  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  You  can  march  on  either  of  the  roads, 
selecting  the  best.  The  general  directs  that  you  take  charge  ot  all  the 
trains  of  the  corps  now  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  march  them  with 
your  column.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  starts  to  day,  and  will  march  on 
three  roads.  Upon  arriving  at  Sister's  Ferry  you  will  cross  your  com- 
mand and  rejoin  the  corps. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Special        "j        Headquarters  Second  Division, 
Field  Orders,  j-  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  2.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  25,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  at  8  a.  m.    Further  instructions 
will  be  issued  this  afternoon. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South 

Hilton  Read,  S.  C,  January  25,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Commanding,  cfcc,  Savannah,  Ga.  : 
General:  The  provisions,  &c.,  sent  on  the  Greyhound  and  Daniel 
Webster  should  be  received  and  turned  over  to  the  mayor,  Mr.  Arnold 
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and  facilities,  &c.,  afiforded  in  getting  the  vessels  to  the  dock.    There 
are  some  private  goods  ou  both  these  vessels  which  I  am  willing  to  liave 
landed  and  sold  at  Savannah.    The  persons  owning  them  have  given 
the  freight  of  the  provisions  for  the  poor  of  Savannah. 
Kespectfully,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  ok  tub  Army, 

Washinffton,  January  35,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Willard's  Hotel: 
General,  :  Yonr  corps  will  embark  at  Alexandria  as  rapidly  as  trans- 
ports can  be  prepared.  The  first  division  will  proceed  to  the  vicinity 
of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  landing  at  Federal  Point  or  up  Cape  Fear  Eiver, 
as  may  be  deemed  best  on  their  arrival.  The  second  division  will 
proceed  to  Beaufort,  landing  at  that  place,  unless  orders  to  the  con- 
trary are  received  there.  The  remainder  will  touch  at  Fort  Monroe  for 
orders,  and  are  expected  to  land  near  Wilmington  or  Beaufort,  as  Gen- 
eral Grant  may  direct.  General  Meagher's  provisional  division  will 
be  ordered  to  report  to  you  till  it  can  join  General  Sherman. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staf. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  25,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Warren,  Ohio: 
The  commanding-general  directs  that  you  report  in  person  without 
delay  for  duty  with  your  command. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  Depot, 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  25, 1865.    (Keceived  10.16  a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
First  train  ot  troops  arrived  about  3  this  a.  m.  and  was  run  direct  to 
Alexandria.    The  cars  have  been  returned,  and  are  now  on  the  way 
west.    Two  trains  are  east  of  Monocacy,  one  having  passed  that  point 
at  7.35  and  one  at  8.08  this  a.  m. 

GEO.  S.  KOONTZ. 


Baltimore  and  Ohio  Depot, 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  25, 1865.    (Received  10.35  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Second  train  of  troops  arrived  at  7.15,  third  train  at  7.20,  and  fourth 
at  7.30.    They  have  been  started  for  Alexandria.  -,^^..^,.^,7 

G.  S.  KOOKTZ. 
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New  York,  January  25, 1865. 

(Eeceived  10,25  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck: 

I  arrived  liere  last  eveuiug. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-General. 


New  York,  January  26,  1865. 

(lieceived  12  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
Just  arrived  after  a  rough  passage  on  steamer  Monterey.  Could  not 
land  at  Cape  Fear.  Left  Savannah  I'Jtli,  J'oit  Royal  22d.  Wet  and 
stormy  weather.  General  Sherman  still  at  Savannah.  Cotton  being 
shipped  at  rate  of  800  to  1,000  bales  per  day.  Treasury  and  War 
Departments  working  smoothly  and  harmoniously. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  (General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Focotuligo,  8.  V.,  January  26,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee  : 
General:  General  Mower  is  still  maneuvering  against  the  Salke- 
hatchie  bridge  and  it  is  important  the  movement  from  Garden's  Cor- 
ners should  be  kept  up.  Continue  it  until  you  receive  further  orders.  If 
boats  can  be  obtained,  let  an  effort  be  made  to  cross,  but  I  do  not  wish 
it  done  at  the  risk  of  loss  of  life — merely  to  attract  the  enemy's  atten- 
tion. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  \   Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  17.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  26,  1865. 

#»****  # 

III.  The  Second  and  Third  Brigades  of  this  division  will  move  from 
their  present  camp  toward  Garden's  Corneis  at  <S  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning,  the  brigade  and  regimental  teams  following  in  rear  of  their 
respective  brigades.  The  division  train,  under  direction  of  the  offi- 
cers in  the  quartermaster's  and  ordnance  departments,  will  follow  the 
division  to  Garden's  Corners,  the  wagons  loaded  with  all  tlie  forage 
and  supplies  that  can  be  taken. 

IV.  Brigade  commanders  will  send  into  Beaufort  forthwith  all  bag- 
gage, boxes,  &c.,  to  be  left  in  accordance  with  orders  from  department 
headquarters  to  be  stored  with  the  post  quartermaster,  who  is  ready  to 
give  memorandum  receipts  for  such  property  as  may  be  left  under  his 
control. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqes.  First  Brig,,  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  26, 1865. 
Capt.  S.  M.  BuDLONG, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
Captain  :  I  am  here  with  my  command  under  orders  from  Major-Gen- 
eral  Logan  to  report  to  Brevet  Major-General  Smith,,  at  Pocotaligo, 
Have  wagons  and  baggage  of  brigade,  also  ambulances  and  wagons 
left  behind  of  Third  Division,  but  no  teams.  Transportation  could 
not  be  furnished  for  them  when  I  came.  Lieutenant  Gorgas  is  behind 
with  detail  to  bring  them  forward  as  soon  as  possible.  Lieutenant 
Gorgas  will  endeavor  also  to  bring  up  the  wagons  of  train  that  were 
abandoned  in  the  march  at  Savannah. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  B.  McCOWN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  26,  1865. 

Col.  F.  J.  HURLBU'J', 

Commanding  Third  Brigade  : 
Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
out  with  your  entire  command  on  the  road  designated  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  instructions  sent  you  yesterday.  The  general  desires  that 
you  inspect  and  thoroughly  repair  the  road  as  far  as  you  move,  so  that 
the  supply  trains  can  move  without  impediment.  You  will  move  eight 
or  not  to  exceed  ten  miles  and  await  there  the  arrival  of  the  division, 
when  you  will  take  the  advance,  with  such  instructions  as  will  be  given 
yon  hereafter.  The  general  wishes  you  to  move  by  8  a.  m,  to-morrow, 
the  27th  instant,  irrespective  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  A  staff  officer 
from  these  headquarters  will  accompany  you  to  designate  the  loute. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H,  EVEETS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  23.  )  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  26, 1C65. 

II.  The  extra  baggage,  tents,  &c.,  of  this  command  will  be  sent  to 
the  wharf  on  Pocotaligo  Kiver  to-morrow,  for  shipment  to  Hilton  Head, 
instead  of  being  taken  to  Beaufort,  as  ordered  in  Special  Orders,  No. 
23,  of  this  date.  Lieut.  William  E.  Ware,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  have  charge  of  the  storing  and 
direction  of  the  future  movements  of  the  baggage. 
By  command  of  Maj,  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Savannah,  Ga.,  January  26, 1865—8  p.  m. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 
Dear  General:  Davi^  made  a  good  march  yesterday  and  found 
the  roads  in  fair  condition,    I  have  heard  nothing  from  Williams.    I 
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leave  here  on  transport  to-morrow  morning  and  shall  stop  at  Purys- 
burg.  I  think  we  shall  be  at  Bister's  Ferry  on  the  day  mentioned  in 
your  letter — the  29th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Hdqes.  Second  Division,  Fotjeteenth  Aemy  Coeps, 

Springfield,  Ga.,  January  26, 1865 — ll.lo  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClueg, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel  :  The  head  of  my  division  passing  through  Springfield.  I 
shall  move  about  a  mile  to  the  first  good  camping  ground.  I  hear 
nothing  from  Geueral  Baird.  Iverson's  cavalry  are  said  to  be  seven 
miles  from  here.  A  few  of  the  enemy's  pickets  have  been  struck.  I 
await  further  orders.  Koad  about  Ebenezer  Creek  is  bad;  from  there 
to  this  point,  good. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquaetees  Left  Wing,  Aemy  of  Geoegia, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  36,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Geaey, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps : 
Geneeal:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  start 
your  command  to-morrow  morning  to  Sister's  Ferry.  He  directs  that 
you  take  charge  of  and  conduct  to  that  place  all  trains  of  the  Twentieth 
Corps  now  here.  Captain  Whittelsey,  acting  chief  quartermaster,  will 
be  instructed  to  report  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        1        Headquaetees  Second  Division, 
Field  Oedees,  V  Twentieth  Aemy  Coeps, 

No.  3,  )  Savannah,   Ga.,  January  26,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow.    Order  of  brigades: 
First,  Second,  Third.     Knap's  battery  will  follow  the  Second  Brigade. 


*  *  * 


By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


PocoTALiGO  EivEE,  January  26, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sheeman, 

Commanding,  &c. : 
Geneeal  :  I  went  over  the  defenses  at  Pocotaligo  to-day,  and  waited 
as  long  as  I  could  on  account  of  the  felling  tide  in  hopes  of  seeing  yon. 
I  wished  to  ask  you  if  you  would  not  consider  the  advisability  of 
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vacating  the  intrenched  camp  that  you  have  ordered  to  be  established 
after  you  have  passed  so  far  on  your  inarch  as  to  have  entirely  cut 
loose  from  any  connection  by  the  way  of  Pocotaligo.  The  force  to  hold 
such  a  camp  will  require  to  be  larger  than  I  at  first  supposed— say  3,000 
men — while  if  the  object  be  to  secure  debouching  avenues  it  will  be 
defeated,  probably,  by  the  enemy  by  his  blocking  the  roads  at  defiles 
or  other  good  defensible  points.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
force  be  retained  in  such  a  position  only  until  a  positive  result  has 
been  obtained  from  your  march  and  you  are  entirely  beyond  Columbia. 
Then,  if  Charleston  be  taken,  to  allow  the  force  to  guard  the  railroad 
for  our  future  use;  but  if  that  city  does  not  fall,  to  have  this  force 
destroy  this  road  as  far  as  possible  and  then  retire  to  Port  Eoyal 
Island,  to  be  used  in  attacks,  as  at  Bull's  Bay  and  Georgetown,  or  other 
places  that  have  to  be  assailed  as  demonstrations.  I  beg  that  you  will 
pardon  me  for  my  suggestions.  I  only  desire  to  make  myself  as  useful 
as  possible,  and  therefore  to  have  available  as  large  a  force  as  possible. 
With  great  resjjcct,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

P.  S. — We  found^only  seven  inches  in  Pocotaligo  Creek  at  low  tide. 
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Washington,  I).  C,  January  26, 1865. 

The  corps  will  embark  at  Alexandria  as  soon  as  practicable  and 
move  as  follows,  viz,  the  Third  Division,  Major-General  Cox  command- 
ing, will  embark  first  and  move  at  once  to  the  vicinity  of  Wilmington, 
N.  C.,  landing  at  Federal  Point  or  higher  up  the  river,  as  may  be  found 
expedient.  The  Second  Division,  Major-General  Couch  commanding, 
will  move  to  Beaufort  and  land  there  unless  contrary  orders  be  received 
at  that  place.  The  First  Division,  Brigadier-General  Ruger  command- 
ing, will  touch  at  Fortress  Monroe  for  orders  from  the  major-general 
commanding  or  Lieutenant- General  Grant.  It  is  expected  the  division 
will  go  to  Beaufort  or  Wilmington.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boyd,  chief 
quartermaster,  will  confer  with  Brigadier-General  Rucker,  assistant 
chief  quartermaster,  in  reference  to  transportation,  and  inform  the 
division  commanders,  who  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofleld : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Baltimore  and  Ohio  Depot, 
January  26, 1865.     (Received  8.20  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Fifth  train  of  troops  arrived  at  5  o'clock,  and  the  sixth  train  at  7 
o'clock  this  p.  m.    Troops  unloaded  and  put  in  barracks. 

G.  S.  KOONTZ. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  January  27, 1865. 

:\raj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff ,  Washington,  I).  G. : 
Geneeal:  We  had  heavy  and  continuous  rains  up  to  and  including 
the  24th  instant,  causing  all  the  rivers,  the  Savannah  included,  to  over- 
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flow  their  banks,  and  making  the  roads  simply  impassable.  I  came  up 
to  tbis  point  on  the  25th,  and  with  the  troops  here,  Seventeenth  Corps, 
have  been  demonstrating  against  the  Salkehatchie,  but  that  stream  is 
out  of  its  banks  and  we  cannot  cross.  I  only  aim  to  drive  the  enemy 
over  toward  Edisto,  a  little  farther  from  our  flank,  when  I  move  against 
the  Charleston  and  Augusta  road.  I  have  in  person  reconnoitered  the 
ground  from  Salkehatchie  bridge  back  to  Coosawhatchie,  and  find  the 
country  very  low  and  intersected  by  creeks  and  points  of  salt  marsh, 
making  roads  very  bad,  but  I  am  pushing  to  get  the  Eight  Wing  here, 
and  have  official  notice  from  General  Slocum  that  he  had  the  Twen- 
tieth Corps,  General  Williams,  on  this  side  the  Savannah  at  Purys- 
burg,  and  on  the  2oth  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  General  Davis,  would 
resume  his  march  from  Cherokee  Hill,  ten  miles  out  of  Savannah, 
where  he  was  caught  by  the  rain-storm,  so  that  I  expect  to  hear  of  the 
Leit  Wing  and  cavalry  reaching  Sister's  Ferry  to-morrow.  A  gun- 
boat and  fleet  of  transijorts  will  attend  the  Left  Wing  up  the  Savan- 
nah Kiver,  and  General  Slocum  is  ordered  to  replenish  his  wagons, 
rendezvous  at  Robertsville,  and  report  his  readiness  to  me. 

I  expect  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  next,  viz,  February  1,  to  be  all  ready, 
when  I  will  move  rapidly  up  toward  Barnwell  and  wheel  to  the  right 
on  the  railroad  at  Midway,  leaving  Branchville  to  the  right;  after 
destroying  that  road  I  will  move  on  Orangeburg,  and  so  on  to  Colum- 
bia, avoiding  any  works  the  enemy  may  construct  in  my  path,  and 
forcing  him  to  fight  me  in  open  ground,  if  he  risk  battle.  I  will  use 
Hatch's  division,  of  Foster's  command  (4,000),  to  cover  my  movement  by 
posting  it  between  this  and  Salkehatchie  bridge.  You  will  note  that 
our  position  is  now  nearer  Branchville  than  from  Charleston.  I  get 
a  few  deserters  and  have  made  some  prisoners,  who  report  cavalry  only 
between  me  and  Barnwell  and  infantry  between  me  and  Charleston. 

Of  course,  I  shall  keep  up  the  delusion  of  an  attack  on  Charleston 
always,  and  have  instructed  General  Foster  to  watch  the  harbor  close 
from  Morris  Island,  and  when  he  hears  of  my  being  on  the  railroad 
near  Branchville  to  make  a  landing  at  Bull's  Bay,  and  occupy  the 
Georgetown  road,  twenty-four  miles  east  of  Charleston.  Admiral 
Dahlgren  will  also  keep  up  the  demonstration  on  Charleston.  My 
chief  difficulty  will  be  to  supply  my  army,  but  on  this  point  I  must 
risk  a  good  deal,  based  upon  the  idea  that  where  other  people  live  we 
can,  even  if  they  have  to  starve  or  move  away. 

Weather  is  now  cold  and  clear.    I  will  write  again. 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


IIdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  27,  18(ir>. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Gliief  of  Sta'ff,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
General:  In  making  up  our  list  for  brevets  in  Savannah  I  am  sat- 
isfied we  did  an  act  of  injustice  to  a  most  worthy  brigade  commander 
Colonel  Este,  of  an  Ohio  regiment,  whose  name  and  credentials  you 
will  find  in  the  list  accompanying  the  official  reports.  I  would  respect- 
fully urge  that  he  be  brevetted  brigadier-general  on  a  perfect  footing 
with  those  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  at  Savannah.  I  am  afraid 
the  lists  are  made  so  extensive  that  the  Army  will  be  over-burdened 
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with  brevets,  and  would  infinitely  prefer  that  vacancies  be  created  by 
mustering  out  absentees  and  giving  the  real  rank  to  the  worthy  men 
actually  present  on  duty. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 

Hdqbs.  Militabt  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  January  37, 1865.    (Received  29th.) 
Admiral  Dahlgeen,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron : 

Dear  Admiral  :  I  have  now  reconnoitered  all  the  country  from  the 
Salkehatchie  bridge  back  to  and  including  Coosawhatchie.  The 
enemy  had  fortified  every  path  leading  from  the  various  landings  to 
the  railroad,  and  could  have  bothered  us  a  good  deal  had  we  not  got 
Pocotaligo  in  the  way  we  did  by  the  several  diversions  and  the  quick, 
prompt  attack.    From  here  we  will  find  no  trouble  in  getting  an  offing. 

I  have  official  reports  that  Slocum  got  off  for  Sister's  Ferry  on  the 
25th,  and  he  should  be  there  to  morrow. 

It  will  take  him  till  Monday  or  Tuesday  to  cross  over,  load  his 
wagons,  and  rendezvous  at  Robertsville,  when  we  will  be  off.  I  hope 
this  cold,  clear  weather  will  last  for  that  time,  as  the  roads  here  would 
cut  to  the  hub  after  an  hour's  rain. 

I  have  been  feeling  the  Combahee  Ferry  and  also  at  the  bridge,  but 
the  river  is  over  its  banks  and  fills  the  swamps  for  a  mile  back,  too 
deep  at  poiiits  to  wade  and  too  shallow  at  others  to  use  boats.  I  can 
only  see  a  few  rebels  on  the  other  bank,  but  a  prisoner  captured  says 
there  is  a  brigade  back  a  short  distance  and  a  considerable  force  about 
Green  Pond,  ten  miles  east  of  this.  We  find  no  enemy  this  side  of  the 
Salkehatchie,  except  cavalry,  which  is  simply  watching  us,  but  I  will 
clear  it  away  in  a  hurry  when  we  are  ready  to  move.  I  will  be  sure  to 
let  you  know  the  moment  we  are  off,  and  will  leave  Hatch's  division, 
of  Foster's  command,  here  to  cover  our  movement. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Pocotaligo,  S.  V.,  January  27, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  tlie  Mississippi  : 
General  :  General  Logan  moved  one  division  (Hazen's)  to  the  vicinity 
of  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  another  (General  Woods')  to  Garden's  Corners. 
Supplies  had  not  arrived  at  Beaufort  in  sufficient  quantity  to  fill  the 
wagons  when  the  divisions  left.  Hazen's  transportation,  however,  is 
still  at  Beaufort,  and  I  understand  that  supplies  have  arrived,  so  that 
he  will  be  able  to  fill  up.  General  Logan  says  that  General  Easton 
would  not  allow  him  boats,  so  that  there  are  some  600  mules  not  yet 
over.  General  Slocum  had  not  left  Savannah  yesterday  afternoon  at 
2  o'clock.  Corse  will  follow  Geary's  division.  I  perceive  by  General 
Poster's  note  that  we  will  have  plenty  of  supplies  now.  General  Logan 
was  here  in  person  this  afternoon. 

Very  respectftdly,  yours,  ^^ 

'       ^  '  O.O.HOWARD, 

Major- General. 
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Special  Orders,  )    Edqrs.  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No=  2.  ]  Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  27,  1865. 

III.  The  First  Eegiment  Engineers  Missouri  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col. 
William  Tweeddale  commanding,  having  arrived  at  this  point,  will,  as 
soon  as  its  transportation  can  be  made  ready,  proceed  to  Blair's  land- 
ing on  Pocotaligo  liiver,  and  encamp  as  near  thereto  as  practicable, 
reporting  arrival  toOapt.  C.  B.  Reese,  chief  engineer. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen,  O.  O.  Howard : 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  Genera  I. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  27.  ]  Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  27,  I860. 

•  •****» 

V.  Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  is  hereby  established  nt 
Beaufort,  S.  C.  Capt.  H.  N.  Wheeler,  assistant  a  djutant- general,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  is  assigned  as  in  charge.  All  offlce  desks  and  records  not 
taken  with  the  command  in  the  field  will  be  left  in  his  charge.  Captain 
Wheeler  with  headquarters  will  rejoin  the  corps  at  such  points  as  may 
be  hereafter  designated. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan: 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div., 

[•  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  )  Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  27,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  26,  of  date  January  20,  1865, 
from  headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  the  undersigned  hereby 
assumes  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps.  Your  general  congratulates  himself  on  his  assignment 
to  troops  whose  discipline  is  so  marked,  whose  valor  has  been  so  well 
tried,  and  who  have  won  by  heroic  deeds  so  brilliant  a  name  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  war.  Your  career  is  well  known  to  him.  He  was  an  eye- 
witness to  your  proud  achievements  at  Jackson,  Champion's  Hill,  and 
Vicksburg.  At  Mission  Eidge,  Allatoona,  and  Eesaca  you  nobly  sus- 
tained your  title  as  heroes  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  It  was  our 
division,  which,  under  its  gallant  commander,  by  sleepless  vigilance 
and  determined  bravery,  preserved  intact  our  long  line  of  communica- 
tion during  the  tedious,  bloody,  but  at  last  triumphant  campaign  of 
Atlanta.  Let  us  not  abate  our  ardor.  The  end  of  the  conflict  is  near. 
Let  us  be  found  at  the  final  victory  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  friends 
of  truth,  justice,  and  constitutional  liberty,  the  champions  and  vindi- 
cators of  an  American  nationality. 

WM.  T.  CLAEK, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
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Special       ')        Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 
Field  Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  27, 1865. 

The  First  and  Second  Brigades  of  this  division-  will  march  at  7  a.  m. 
to-morrow,  the  28th  instant,  the  men  carrying  three  days'  rations  in 
haversacks,  in  the  following  order,  taking  the  Louisville  pike,  viz: 

I.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  Brigadier-General  Rice  commanding,  with 
Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  in  the  center  of  his  com- 
mand and  throwing  one  regiment  in  rear  of  the  ordnance  train. 

IL  Trains  in  following  order:  First,  ambulance;  second,  ordnance; 
third,  brigad'>  trains;  fourth,  division  supply  trains. 

III.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding,  which 
will  form  the  rear  of  the  column  and  keep  well  closed  up.  In  setting 
forth  on  another  long  and  arduous  camfjaign  the  general  commanding 
desires  to  impress  upon  all  commanding  officers  the  necessity  of  hus- 
banding and  using  the  utmost  economy  in  regard  to  supplies,  as  the 
country  through  which  we  are  to  pass  will  afford  but  little  if  any  of  the 
necessities  of  an  army,  either  provisions  or  animals,  and  he  trusts  that 
the  experience  of  the  A^eteran  and  tried  troops  of  this  command,  who 
have  become  so  familiar  with  the  marches  and  fatigues  of  the  field,  will 
be  sufficient  to  restrain  them  from  a  wanton  waste  of  anything  which 
may  be  necessary  to  secure  their  comfort  and  ultimate  success. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Coi'se: 

L.  H.  EVEKTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Springfield,  Ga.,  January  27,  1865. 
Brig,  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Colonel  Moore,  commanding  the  pontoniers,  is  now  at 
work  bridging  Bbenezer  Creek.  He  expects  to  have  it  finished  so  that 
your  remaining  wagons  can  cross  soou  after  daylight.  The  general 
commanding  directs  that  you  delay  your  column  until  you  can  close  up 
these  wagons  and  then  at  once  push  forward  to  the  ferry.  He  desires 
you  to  encamp  upon  the  Augusta  road,  on  the  first  favorable  ground, 
at  least  one  mile  above  Sister's  Ferry,  establishing  your  line  facing 
northward,  your  right  resting  on  or  near  the  Savannah  River. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant, 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

January  37,  1865—3  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  My  division  in  camp  five  miles  from  Sister's  Ferry.    Road 
first  rate  from  the  creek  to  this  point  and  two  miles  beyond,  having 
been  out  that  far,  and  said  to  be  good  to  the  river.    One  of  our  gun- 
boats at  the  ferry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  se™t^  ^   MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Special  Field  Oedees,  )       Hdqes.  Second  Division, 

i  Twentieth  Aemy  Ooeps, 

No.  4.  )  Monteith  Station,  6a.,  January  27, 1865. 

This  command  will  march  at  G  a.  m.  to-morrow.    Order  of  brigades: 
Second,  Third,  First.     Sloan's  battery  will  follow  the  Second  Brigade 
in  line.    *     *    * 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetees  Twentieth  Coeps, 

Purysburg,  S.  C,  January  27,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Waed,  Commanding  Third  Division: 

Geneeal:  The  majjor-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that 
you  move  your  command  day  after  to-morrow  morning  as  early  as  pos- 
sible up  the  causeway  as  far  as  Bradham's  house,  halting  there  unless 
you  receive  further  orders.  He  also  directs  that  you  leave  all  surplus 
stores,  after  loading  all  your  wagons  at  this  place,  and  also  that  you 
leave  one  regiment  to  guard  the  surplus  commissary  stores  that  will 
be  left  here  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Harbert,  acting  commissary.  The 
general  directs  that  you  start  from  here  with  your  wagons  filled  with 
stores  and  with  three  days'  full  rations  in  the  men's  haversacks. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


H.  W.  PERKINS 


Assistant  Adjutant- Getieral. 


Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  V.,  January  27,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.Sheeman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  PocotaUgo: 
Geneeal  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Admiral  Dahlgren  informs 
me  that  in  obedience  to  your  request,  by  telegram,  he  has  sent  the  fol- 
lowing vessels  to  make  the  demonstrations  requested  by  you,  viz:  To 
the  Oombahee  River,  the  gun-boat  Dai  Ching  and  one  armed  tug;  to 
the  South  Edisto,  the  Pawnee  and  one  armed  tug ;  to  the  North  Edisto, 
the  Sonoma;  to  the  Stono,  the  Wissahickon,  the  McDonough,  and  two 
mortar  schooners.  In  addition,  I  have  directed  General  Potter  to  pro- 
ceed to  Edisto  Island,  and  with  the  Thirty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 
already  landed  there,  to  make  a  strong  demonstration  toward  Willstown, 
on  the  South  Edisto  River,  co-operating  with  the  navy.  I  will,  if 
required,  re-enforce  him  as  far  as  necessary.  The  enemy  have  always 
kept  a  force  at  Willstown  guarding  the  roads  to  Adams'  Run  and  Jack- 
sonborough. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serA^ant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquaetees  Noetheen  Disteict, 
Dept.  of  the  South,  Fiest  Separate  Beigade, 

Morris  Island,  8.  C,  January  27, 1865. 
Capt.  G.  H.  Scott,  Comdg.  Blockading  Fleet  off  Charleston: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  eight  deserters  from 
the  Confederate  navy  came  in  last  night  from  Charleston  Harbor. 
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They  possess  valuable  information  regarding  the  laying  down  of  tor 
pedoes,  and  connected  with  the  sinking  of  the  monitor  Patapsco 
They  are  at  your  disposal.when  it  suits  your  convenience. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELPENNIG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 
^  .     ^  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  27, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort  : 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  majjor-general  commanding  to  put 

in  writing  the  verbal  instructions  given  to  you  by  him  in  ])erson.    You 

will  proceed  at  once  to  Edisto  Island,  and  with  the  military  force  there 

demonstrate  f  trongly  against  the  enemy  in  co-operation  with  the  navy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special  Orders,  ^        Headquarters  Coast  Division, 

^  Department  of  the  South, 

^o.  44.  )  Deveauxh  Nec1c,  8.  C,  January  27, 1865. 

•  **»#** 

II.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  E.  N.  Hallowell,  will  move  to-morrow 
as  soon  after  daylight  as  possible  to  a  new  position  near  Pocotaligo. 
The  men  will  cai-ry  in  their  knapsacks  and  haversacks  Ave  days'  rations. 
All  property  belonging  to  the  brigade  that  cannot  be  readily  carried 
by  the  troops  will  be  left  in  camp  under  a  small  guard  and  will  be 
shipped  to  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  for  storage.  Two  wagons  will  report  to 
Colonel  Hallo  well  for  transportation  of  the  necessary  baggage  of  the 
brigade  and  headquarters  to  its  new  camp. 

III.  The  Artillery  Brigade  will  move  to  morrow  morning  in  rear  of 
the  Second  Brigade  to  a  new  position  near  Pocotaligo,  which  will  be 
designated.  Five  days'  rations  and  as  much  forage  as  can  be  carried 
on  the  carriages  will  be  taken.  Cannoneers  will  march.  One  wagon 
will  be  ordered  to  report  for  transportation  of  the  actually  necessary 
baggage  and  forage.  A  small  guard  will  be  left  to  move  and  ship  to 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  such  property  as  cannot  be  transported. 

IV.  The  First  Brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the  Plfty-sixth  Few 
York  Volunteers,  stationed  at  Coosawhatchie,  will  move  as  early  as 
possible  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  to  a  position  to  be  designated  near 
Pocotaligo.  Five  days'  rations  will  be  carried  by  the  men  in  their  haver- 
sacks and  knapsacks.  Two  wagons  will  report  to  brigade  headquar- 
ters to-morrow  evening  for  transportation  of  the  necessary  baggage. 
All  heavy  baggage  will  be  sent  to-morrow  to  the  landing  to  be  shipped 
to  Hilton  Head  for  storage. 

V.  The  cavalry  will  move  to  morrow  at  an  early  hour.  Three  days' 
rations  and  forage  will  be  carried.  One  wagon  will  report  to  the  cav- 
alry for  transportation  of  forage  and  necessary  heavy  baggage. 

VI.  In  the  new  movement  brigade  commanders  will  be  allowed  to 
transport  two  wall  tents  each.  No  other  tents  except  shelter-tents  will 
be  allowed  in  the  command. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Florida,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  January  27, 1865. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  of  the  South  : 
Captain:  Yesterday  I  went  up  the  Saint  John's  fifteen  miles  on  the 
steamer  Hale.  On  my  return  I  was  informed  that  a  small  party,  some 
forty  men,  were  sent  out  by  Colonel  Tilghman  to  bring  in  a  family  and 
household  goods,  and  hoping  to  capture  a  rebel  soldier  lurking  about 
the  neighborhood  of  the  house  to  which  the  party  was  sent.  Colonel 
Tilghman's  report  is  forwarded  with  the  report  of  the  officer  command- 
ing the  i)arty.  Probably  more  of  the  squad  will  come  in,  but  still 
there  is  enough  of  the  disaster  to  give  some  force  to  the  application 
made  for  cavalry  in  this  district.  As  such  application  was  approved 
by  the  general  commanding  the  department,  I  trust  they  may  be  sent 
without  delay.  There  are  so  many  facilities  for  giving  information  of 
our  slightest  movements  to  the  enemy,  that,  without  horses  to  make 
rapid  movements  possible,  we  are  subject  to  such  petty  disgraces  at 
any  time. 

]  visited  Saint  Augustine  on  Sunday  last.  I  found  the  command  in 
as  good  condition  as  1  expected,  but  that  was  anything  bat  satisfactory. 
Colonel  Wilcoxson's  report  will  exhibit  the  necessity  for  additional 
force.  I  can  only  renew  my  application  for  more  troops.  Two  regi- 
ments of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry,  with  a  light  battery,  ought  to  be 
sent  here  as  soon  as  practicable.  With  such  a  force  I  could,  I  believe, 
clean  this  part  of  Florida  of  all  rebel  forces  immediately. 
Very  respectfully,  «&c., 

E.  P.  SCAMMON, 
Brigadier-  General.  Commanding. 


Washington  Depot,  January  27, 1865. 

(Received  11.55  a.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Seventh  train  of  troops  arrived  at  7  this  a.  m. 

GEO.  S.  KOONTZ. 


Washington  Depot,  January  27, 1865. 

(Received  4  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

Eighth  train  of  troops  arrived  at  2,  and  ninth  at  2.30,  this  p.  m. 

G.  S.  KOONTZ. 


Flag-ship  Malvern, 
C«jje  Fear  River,  N.  C,  January  28,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
Dear  General:  I  don't  know  that  this  will  reach  you  for  some 
time,  but  I  write  at  a  venture.  We  have  settled  down  at  Fort  Fisher 
and  have  almost  forgotten  that  it  ever  belonged  to  the  rebels.  We 
don't  propose  to  do  anything  more,  but  hold  on  for  you  to  come  here 
and  bag  these  fellows.  They  are  working  like  beavers  at  their  forts  on 
the  river.    They  hold  some  heavy  positions  and  have  some  fifty  gnus 
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at  different  points  to  keep  us  out.  I  have  no  doubt  I  could  go  up  when 
I  please,  but  there  is  no  object  in  doing  so.  The  rebels  would  only 
burn  and  destroy  everything,  and  after  their  panic  is  over  they  may 
think  it  best  to  save  the  cotton  until  your  coming,  which  at  present  they 
know  nothing  about.  In  the  meantime  I  am  maneuvering  to  make  them 
believe  we  are  going  to  attack  them,  and  keep  them  on  the  alert,  add- 
ing to  present  works  and  building  others.  We  have  a  strong  double 
line  of  defense  across  the  neck,  where  stands  Fort  Fisher.  This  line  is 
three  miles  from  the  fort  and  protected  by  about  thirty  gan-boats, 
with  heavy  guns.  Bragg  talks  of  retaking  the  fort.  I  hope  he  may 
try  it.  I  have  made  arrangements  for  your  transports,  when  they 
come  here,  to  go  to  Smithville  and  await  your  coming  in.  In  case  the 
Cape  Fear  Kiver  is  obstructed  (which  it  is)  you  can  immediately  get 
supplies  from  Smithville.  There  is  a  good  road  leading  out  to  about 
where  you  will  come  in.  General  Grant  said  he  would  send  provisions 
for  you  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.  I  keep  vessels  there,  and  have  directed  the 
officer  in  command  to  have  them  ready  to  send  here  at  a  moment's 
notice.  They  can  be  here  in  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  I  send 
for  them.  There  will  be  enough  here  for  a  small  portion  of  yonr  troops. 
I  have  dispatch-boats  along  the  coast  to  bring  tidings  of  your  approach, 
and  there  is  one  at  Georgetown,  where  I  suppose  some  of  your  folks 
will  drop  in  to  tea. 

I  think  the  rebels  are  fortifying  between  this  and  Wilmington,  think- 
ing that  Terry  is  going  to  advance,  and  they  have  assembled  here,  all 
told,  about  l'^,000  men,  all  of  whom  you  will  gobble  up  (together  with 
their  artillery)  when  you  (;ome.  The  chart,  on  tracing  paper,  which  I 
sent  you,  is  correct  up  to  the  1st  of  this  mouth.  We  are  having  dread- 
ful cold  weather  here.  I  hope  you  don't  feel  it,  although  your  boys 
don't  mind  it  much. 

Hoping  soon  to  see  you  along  this  way,  when  I  will  stop  to  shake 
hands  with  you,  and  then  take  a  run  home  for  a  few  days,  I  remain, 
sincerely  and  truly  yours, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEK. 


Special  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

2f  o.  45.  )  Wmhington,  January  28, 1865. 

******* 
32.  By  direction  of  the  President,  Bvt.  Ool.  O.  M.  Poe,  U.  S.  Army, 
is  hereby  assigned  to  duty,  with  pay  and  emoluments  according  to  his 
brevet  rank,  from  January  13,  1865. 


By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 


E.  D.  tow:n^send. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Poeotaligo,  January  28, 1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing : 
General  :  Yours  of  yesterday  came  at  night.  If  Easton  did  not 
give  vessels  to  carry  Logan's  mules  it  was  for  a  most  excellent  reason- 
that  he  did  not  have  them.  Slocum  reports  that  be  had  ordered  Davis 
to  move  on  the  25th,  and  he  should  reach  Sister's  Ferry  to-day;  the 
rear  can  close  on  him  whilst  he  lays  his  bridge.    Slocum  was  to  go 
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by  river  so  as  to  meet  Davis  and  Williams  there.  I  confide  iu  his 
energy  and  judgment  to  get  his  command  across  by  Monday.  You 
may  now  let  Foster's  troops  occupy  the  old  fort  at  Pocotaligo  bridge, 
where  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  turnpike  road  crosses.  They  will 
also  hold  Coosawhatchie  fort,  but  the  maiii  body  moves  to-day  to  a 
camp  covering  the  Salkehatchie  bridge,  prepared  to  fall  back  on  Poco- 
taligo fort  and  the  works  at  the  depot  noAV  occupied  by  Mower  and 
Leggett.  You  may  now  move  your  two  corps  to  points  in  front,  north 
of  the  railroad,  and  be  ready  to  march  by  all  the  roads  leading  north 
between  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Salkehatchie,  with  your  wagons  to 
close  up  the  moment  they  are  loaded.  Eoads  are  now  comparatively 
good.  Giles  Smith's  division  should  make  room  for  Hatch,  but  Mower 
and  Leggett  can  start  from  their  present  camps. 

The  Fifteenth  Corps  should  take  position  to  the  left  or  right  front, 
according  to  your  intention  of  giving  one  or  the  other  the  right  of  your 
movement.  You  will  have  to  get  nearly  up  to  Barnwell  before  turning 
toward  Midway.  The  point  marked  Heywardsville  looks  like  a  good 
point  for  the  Fifteenth  Corps  and  could  be  reached  from  the  position  of 
John  E.  Smith's  camp.  Giles  Smith  could  move  to  the  point  about 
four  miles  north  and  west  of  the  Salkehatchie  bridge,  when  you  would 
have  your  two  corps  all  ready  to  move  by  separate  roads,  viz,  one  fol- 
lowing substantially  the  Salkehatchie  and  the  other  the  Coosawhatchie, 
leaving  Corse  to  make  his  junction  as  arranged  at  Hickory  Hill,  Hatch 
can  supply  his  command  by  boats  altogether,  so  as  not  to  occupy  our 
road  at  all.  You  had  better  begin  this  movement  to- morrow. 
I  am,  sir, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Pocotaligo,  January  28, 1865 — 12  m. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

General  :  Your  note  just  received.  I  have  given  all  my  ofificers  to 
understand  that  they  would  not  move  till  Monday,  and  there  is  some 
little  shortness  of  clothing  that  I  was  hoping  to  get  distributed  in  the 
present  camps.  If  you  will  permit  me  I  think  I  can  accomplish  your 
wishes,  limiting  the  movement  simply  to  General  Giles  A.  Smith's 
division.  General  John  E.  Smith's  brigade  at  Beaufort,  I  think,  will 
get  closed  up  to-day,  but  I  fear  not  before  to-morrow  night.  I  had 
intended,  with  your  sanction,  to  move  the  Seventeenth  Corps  by  the 
right-hand  road,  and  the  Fifteenth  by  roads  to  the  left  of  it.  Will  it 
be  practicable  to  cross  the  Salkehatchie  before  reaching  Walker's  or 
Elvers'  Bridge?  I  mean  by  the  right  corps. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General, 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  January  28, 1865. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing: 
General  :  The  modifications  you  suggest  in  my  general  directions 
are  approved,  and  the  movements  ordered  for  to-morrow  will  be  deferred 
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to  Monday,  provided  the  weather  does  not  change.  You  should  push 
matters  now  that  weather  is  fair,  and  better  leave  behind  those  who  are 
not  ready,  as  do  what  you  may  some  will  not  be  ready.  You  cannot 
count  on  crossing  Salkehatchie  till  you  are  in  Barnwell  District,  nor  is 
it  advisable.  Your  right  flank  should  aim  for  Midway  and  Columbia. 
Y'ours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commandmg. 


Special,  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  3.  J  Beaufort,  S.  C,  Jantmry  28,  1865. 

I.  Maj.  C.  J.  Stolbrand,  Second  Eegiment  Illinois  Light  Artillery 
Volunteers,  is  at  his  own  request  relieved  from  further  duty  as  chief 
of  artillery,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and  his  term  of  service  (three  years 
in  present  grade)  having  expired  he  will  forthwith  proceed  to  Spring- 
field, 111.,  to  arrange  and  close  his  business  with  the  Government, 
preparatory  to  muster  out  of  the  service.  Quartermaster's  department 
will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

*****  ?r-  * 

VI.  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Eoss,  First  Michigan  Light  Artillery,  is 

relieved  from  further  duty  at  these  headquarters,  and  assigned  as  chief 

of  artillery.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  vice  Major  Stolbrand  relieved,  and 

will  forthwith  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        )         Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  [  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  25.  )  Near  Pocotaliffo,  S.  C,  January  28,  1865. 

*#****» 
II.  The  following  preliminary  moveirients  will  take  place  to-morrow: 

1.  The  division  of  General  Giles  A.  Smith  will  move  toward  the 
road  which  runs  along  the  west  bank  of  the  Salkehatchie  and  encamp 
preparatory  to  a  forward  movement  on  that  road  Monday  morning.  All 
wagons  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps  will  be  so  moved  and  parked  as  to 
leave  the  road  from  Pocotaligo  to  McPhersonville  clear  for  the  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corps  by  9  a.  m.  Monday.  The  bridge  train  will  move 
to-morrow,  following  General  Giles  A.  Smith,  and  encamp  in  rear  of  him. 

2.  Movement  for  Monday:  The  Seventeenth  Corps,  Major-General 
Blair,  will  commence  the  forward  movement  by  7  a.  m.,  ascendmg  the 
Salkehatchie  on  the  west  bank,  making  if  possible  fifteen  miles  from 
Pocotaligo.  The  Fifteenth  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Logan,  will  move 
forward  to  Heywardsville,  moving  General  John  E.  Smith's  divis- 
ion by  the  Eidge  road  between  the  Pocotaligo  and  the  Tullifinny,  if 
practicable.  Department  headquarters  will  follow  the  leading  divis- 
ion of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  Whenever  it  is  practicable  corps 
commanders  will  subdivide  their  columns,  moving  on  parallel  roads, 
particularly  when  not  in  the  presence  of  a  large  force;  and  after  the 
leading  division  on  a  road  has  taken  up  a  strong  position  lor  the  night 
the  succeeding  divisions  need  not  close  up  to  nearer  than  two  miles 
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interval  for  each.  The  corps  commanders  will  deviate  from  this  -when- 
ever the  presence  of  a  large  force  or  other  apparent  necessity  may 
require  it.  Particular  pains  will  be  taken  to  organize  foraging  parties 
for  each  brigade,  battery,  headquarters,  and  detachment,  not  to  exceed 
in  numbers  an  absolute  necessity.  A  more  uniform  system  of  distribu 
tion  of  forage  and  rations  than  was  had  during  the  last  campaign  must 
be  secured,  and  every  possible  economy  in  the  issue  of  hard  bread  is 
demanded.  The  Engineer  liegiment,  after  reaching  Garden's  Corners, 
will  take  right-handVoad  and  will  follow  the  Seventeenth  Corps.  The 
bridge  train  will  be  kept  with  the  Seventeenth  Corps  for  the  present. 
*  *  »  #  *  *  * 

Bv  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

JOS.  A,  SLADEN, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Obdeks,  )      Hdqks.  Fifteenth  Akmy  Corps, 

No.  9.  )  Garden's  Corners,  8.  C,  January  ^6',  1865. 

The  following-named  officers  are  hereby  announced  as  on  the  staff  of 
the  major-general  commanding,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly:  Lieut.  Col.  L..E.  Yorke,  assistant  inspector-general  and 
chief  of  staff;  Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Lieut. 
Col.  G.  L.  Fort,  chief  quartermaster;  Lieut.  Col.  C.  C.  Carpenter,  chief 
commissary  of  subsistence;  Maj.  li.  Niccolls,  medical  director;  Maj.  J. 
M.  Woodworth,  medical  inspector ;  Maj.  F.  C.  Gillette,  provost-marshal ; 
Capt.  J.  S.  Hoover,  senior  aide-de  camp;  Capt.  William  B.  Pratt,  aidc- 
decanip;  Lieut.  L.  B.  Mitchell,  aide-de-camp  and  chief  ordnance  offi- 
cer; Maj.  A.  C.  Perry,  acting  aide-de-cami) ;  Capt.  F.  F.  Whitehead, 
assistant  adjutant  general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  H. 
Klostermann,  chief  engineer. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan: 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Port  Royal  Ferry,  January  38, 1865 — 3  p.  m. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

1  inclose  a  note  just  received  from  Colonel  Remick,  chief  commissary 
of  subsistence  of  department.  My  reconnoitering  party  on  the  roads 
leading  to  Blair's  lauding  reports  that  before  a  loaded  train  can  be 
taken  over  it  as  much  work  will  be  necessary  as  has  been  done  between 
this  point  and  Beaufort.  My  own  opinion  coincides  with  Colonel 
Eemick's,  that  my  trains  should  be  loaded  at  Beaufort,  both  on  the 
score  of  economy  of  time  and  availability  of  roads,  which  are  now  per- 
fectly serviceable  for  loaded  trains  from  Beaufort  to  Garden's  Corners. 
Not  a  moment  shall  be  lost  in  loading  the  stores.  Could  anything  be 
gained  iu  already  commencing  the  repairs  of  the  roads  beyond  that 
point? 

I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 
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[iDClosure.j 

Hkadquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Commissary, 

Pocotaligo,  January  38, 1865. 
Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
Dear  General:  Captain  Galviu  was  liere  to  know  how  many 
stores,  &c.,  you  can  get  from  this  landing.  1  intend  to  have  enougiti 
here  for  all.  I  have  now  150,000  rations  for  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
and  will  probably  have  more  this  afternoon,  but  at  the  same  time  if  I 
were  in  your  place  I  would  load  up  my  train  to  its  full  capacity  at  Beau- 
fort, as  follows:  Thirty  days'  sugar  and  coffee,  twelve  to  twenty  days' 
hard  bread,  two  to  four  days'  salt  meat,  thirty  to  forty  days'  salt,  and 
all  beef-cattle  that  can  be  obtained  at  Beaufort,  and  then  if  you  have 
empty  wagons  (made  so  by  issue)  when  you  get  up  here  I  willload  them 
heie  for  you.  A  large  lot  of  stores  went  to  Beaufort  yesterday  with 
orders  to  furnish  your  troops  all  they  wanted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  truly,  &c., 

D.  BBMICK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

Please  say  to  Colonel  Carpenter  to  do  the  same  with  all  the  trains 
of  the  Fifteentli  Army  Corps  at  or  near  Beaufort,  as  this  letter  advises 
you  to  do,  and  oblige, 


Copy  sent  to  Colonel  Carpenter. 


D.  E. 

W.  B.  H[AZBN]. 


Special       )       Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 
Field  Orders,  \  ■     Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  2.  )      In  the  Field,  Old  Eden,  Ga.,  January  28,  1865. 

I.  This  command  will  march  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  29th  instant, 
on  the  Springfield  road,  via  Springfield,  in  the  following  order: 

First.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding,  with 
Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  following  his  second  regi- 
ment. 

Second.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding. 

Third.  Trains  as  follows:  First,  ambulance;  second,  ordnance;  third, 
brigade  trains  in  the  order  of  their  brigades,  respectively;  fourth, 
supply  trains  of  the  division. 

Fourth.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  General  liice  commanding. 

Colonel  Adams  will  supply  one  of  his  regiments  with  spades  and  axes 
and  i)U8h  it  forward  to  prepare  the  roads  for  trains.  Colonel  Hurlbut 
will  throw  one  regiment  in  rear  of  the  ordnance  train.  The  command 
will  move  out  promptly  at  the  hour  designated. 

Bv  order  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  II.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  25.  )  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  28, 18(Ju. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Field  Orderw,  No.  2r>,  extract  II,  depart- 
ment headquarters,  this  date,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith  will  move 
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his  command  at  11  a.  m.  to-morrow  to  a  ])oint  on  the  north  side  of  the 
railroad  on  the  road  running  along  the  west  bank  of  the  Salkehatchie 
Eiver. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower  and  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  will  to-morrow 
cause  their  trams  to  be  parked  on  the  north  side  of  the  railroad  and 
east  side  of  the  McPhersouville  road  so  as  to  leave  the  last-named  road 
clear  for  the  Fifteenth  Corps  on  Monday  morning. 

Further  directions  for  the  movements  of  this  command  will  be  given 
to-morrow. 

******  * 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  OADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

'No.  9.  I  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  28,  1865. 

I.  The  movement  contemplated  for  Monday,  the  30th  instant,  will 
commence  to-morrow.  This  division  will  move  at  1  p.  m.  Sunday,  the 
29th  instant,  about  live  miles  on  the  road  running  parallel  to  and  west 
of  the  Salkehatchie  Kiver. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  will  have 
the  advance.  He  will  move  up  the  Eleventh  and  Thirteenth  [Iowa] 
Eegiments  in  the  forenoon.  The  Sixteenth  [Iowa]  has  already  been 
ordered  to  report  in  the  morning. 

III.  Until  further  orders  regimental  and  headquarters  trains  will  fol- 
low their  respective  brigades,  ambulances  their  regiments,  and  divis- 
ion headquarters  train  the  headquarters  train  of  the  leading  brigade; 
the  pioneer  train  between  the  brigades;  the  supply  train  in  the  rear  of 
the  division ;  the  First  Minnesota  Battery  in  advance  of  the  rear  regi- 
ment of  the  leading  brigade. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

AD.  WARE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  ok  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo  Depot,  January  28, 1865. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Bight  [Left]  Wing  : 

General  :  General  Williams  reports  to  me  to-day  from  Purysburg 
that  you  have  passed  up  tlie  Savannah  lliver  to  Sister's  Ferry  and 
therefore  1  infer  you  will  be  there,  and  that  Davis  can  get  out  to 
Kobertsville  by  Monday.  On  that  day  Howard  will  have  the  Fifteenth 
Corps  at  McPhersonville  and  the  Seventeenth  at  a  point  north  of  the 
Salkehatchie  bridge  ready  to  start  the  moment  you  are  ready.  Remem- 
ber tliat  every  day's  delay  takes  away  one  day's  rations  from  Howard, 
and,  if  possible,  be  allready  to  start  on  Tuesday  from  Robertsville. 

The  Fifteenth  Corps  will  keep  along  the  east  of  Coosawhatchie,  the 
Seventeenth  along  the  Salkehatchie,  and  will  cross  it  at  Rivers'  Bridge 
in  Barnwell  District.  ' 

The  order  of  march  and  general  orders  will  be  the  same  as  on  the 
Georgia  march.  IJntil  we  reacli  the  Charleston  and  Augusta  road  I 
want  the  most  rapid  possible  movement— Kilpatrick  to  keep  to  your 
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left  front.  Corse  should  cross  to  your  rear  to  Hickory  Hill  and  fall  in 
■with  Ins  corps  there.  Work  hard  to  load  your  wagons,  and  report  to 
me  here  at  Pocotaligo  De])ot  your  readiness  to  move  on  Tuesday  if 
possible.  I  think  you  can  find  two  or  more  good  roads  and  the.se  will 
improve  as  we  go  north,  unless  the  weather  changes.  It  is  very  impor- 
tant that  we  hurry  to  our  first  point  before  Hood  gets  across  and  makes 
junction  about  Columbia. 

If  you  are  all  ready  on  Tuesday  you  may  act  on  the  supposition  that 
Howard  is  equally  so. 

Let  Kilpatrick  see  this  letter.    I  will  shift  over  to  see  yon,  up  about 
the  edge  of  Barnwell  District. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Purysburg,  H.  C,  January  28,  1865. 
Major  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  Georgia: 
Major:  In  compliance  with  request  of  Major-General  Slocuin,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  on 
this  side  of  the  river  have  reached,  with  the  head  of  the  column,  the 
crossing  of  Cypress  Swamp,  where  a  bridge  about  seventy-five  feet 
long  has  been  destroyed.  This  will  be  repaired  to-day  and  we  shall 
reach  Sister's  Ferry  to-morrow.  We  find  as  yet  nothing  but  scouting 
parties  of  the  enemy.  The  roads  are  all  obstructed  by  felled  timber. 
The  Fourteenth  Corps  night  before  last  were  twenty  miles  out  from 
Savannah  and  getting  along  well.  Geary's  division  of  my  corps  is 
with  it.  General  Slocum  went  up  from  this  point  on  steamer  to  Si-ster's 
Ferry  at  daylight  this  morning.  The  roads  require  much  repairing, 
but  we  shall  get  over  them  very  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Mujor-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  Saturday,  January  28,  1865. 

General  Williams, 

Com.manding  Ticentieth  Corps : 
General  :  Your  note  of  to-day  is  received.     I  inclose  you  an  open 
letter,*  which  please  read  and  forward  to  General  Slocum.    We  are  all 
well  on  this  flank  and  anxious  for  you  to  get  all  things  in  shape  for  a 
fair  start. 

Truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 

*  See  second,  ante. 
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Special        )        Headquakters  Second  Division, 
Field  Ouuees,  }  Twentieth  Akmy  Corp,s, 

No.  5.  )  In  the  Field,  Ga.,  January  28, 1865. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  at  6.30  a.  m.  Order  of  brigades : 
Third,  First,  Secoud.  Sloan's  battery  will  march  as  usual  behind  the 
second  brigade  in  line. 

Colonel  Mindil  with  his  brigade  will  bring  the  trains  through.    The 
pioneer  corps  of  the  First  Brigade  will  report  to  him  for  duty. 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Bradham's  House,  January  28,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he 
finds  the  road  from  this  place  to  Sister's  Ferry  entirely  impracticable, 
and  that  he  has  directed  the  First  Division  to  push  on  as  far  as  possible 
to-night  toward  Robertsville.  It  will  get  probably  about  four  miles 
from  here  to  night.  He  desires  that  you  will  start  your  command  at 
daylight  to-morrow  morning,  following  the  First  Division  on  the  road 
to  Kobertsville,  and  push  on  as  near  that  place  as  possible.  The  citi- 
zens here  state  that  the  river  is  again  rising,  and  the  direct  road  from 
here  to  Sister's  Ferry  is  flooded.  The  general,  therefore,  desires  to  have 
you  come  on  as  rapidly  as  possible,  so  that  in  case  the  road  between 
here  and  Purysburg  should  be  flooded  your  command  will  not  be  cut 
oft".  He  desires  that  you  will  have  all  of  your  wagons  loaded  at  Purys- 
burg before  starting.  The  wagons  we  borrowed  to  move  corps  head- 
quarters will  be  sent  back  to-night  to  Purysburg,  where  they  can  be 
loaded  with  supplies.  Forage  is  scarce,  and  after  leaving  Purysburg 
yon  will  have  to  feed  light.  The  general  wishes  that  you  would  have 
Lieutenant  Harbert  send  by  you  a  report  of  the  subsistence  stores  left 
at  Purysburg  after  your  command  is  furnished  and  wagons  loaded. 
You  will  leave  one  regiment  behind  to  guard  the  surplus  stores. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  S.  G.,  January  28, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J,  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head  : 
General:  Yours  of  the  27th  is  received  and  I  am  pushing  my  efforts 
to  secure  a  departure  by  Monday  or  Tuesday  next.  I  have  in  person 
reconnoitered  the  country  from  Salkehatchie  bridge  to  Coosawhatchie. 
The  country  is  very  low  and  swampy  and  impassable  save  by  the  roads 
marked  on  our  maps.  I  have  no  doubt  this  whole  belt  of  land  once 
formed  the  sea  coast  with  its  sound  islands  and  marsh,  which  by  the 
progress  seaward  ot  the  beach  is  left  inland,  but  still  possessing  its 
character  of  sound  islands,  surrounded  by  fresh-water  marsh.  This  is 
the  first  point  of  terra  flrma,  and  has  better  connections  inland.  As 
near  as  I  can  learn  Gillisonville,  on  the  south  of  Coosawhatchie,  is  a 
corresponding  point  of  the  mainland  and  Robertsville  of  course.    There- 
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fore,  until  I  am  surely  between  Augusta  and  Charleston,  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  let  go  this  point.  I  have  ordered  General  Hatch  to  move 
to  a  camp  between  this  place  (which  is  near  Pocotaligo  Depot)  and 
Salkehatchie  bridge,  and  to  picket  Coosawhatchie  fort  and  the  fort 
back  at  Pocotaligo  bridge.  The  latter  is  the  key  point  for  defense,  but 
for  oiiense  the  line  of  the  railroad  is  the  proper  one.  I  would,  tliere- 
fore,  not  reduce  Hatch's  force  here  till  you  have  assertained  the  effect 
on  Charleston,  by  my  appearance  Avest  of  Brauchville.  All  Salke- 
hatchie is  under  water  for  a  mile  on  either  side  of  the  regular  bed,  and 
it  8  almost  impossible  to  get  to  it.  The  bridges  have  been  burned  by 
the  enemy,  who  seems  to  occui)y  the  opposite  bank,  but  his  force,  if 
amounting  to  anything,  is  kept  well  back.  I  could  see  a  few  men  at  the 
railroad  bank,  and  what  seamed  a  gun  in  embrasure,  but  it  was  not 
fired,  although  our  men  stood  in  tempting  groups  on  the  railroad  bank, 
this  side,  in  easy  six-pounder  range.  We  iind  cavalry  to  our  front 
toward  Barnwell,  and  hear  of  some  infantry,  but  I  suppose  the  enemy 
simply  is  watching  me  and  keeps  his  main  force  where  it  can  be  thrown 
rapidly  on  exposed  points.  Your  demonstration  on  Willstown  is  right, 
but  should  not  be  more  than  a  demonstration,  that  is  a  lodgment  seem- 
ingly to  cover  the  disembarkation  of  a  large  body.  The  admiral's  feel- 
ing up  the  Edisto  and  8tono  is  well,  but  my  movement  to  the  rear  of 
Charleston  is  the  principal,  and  all  others  should  be  accessory — merely 
to  take  advantage  of  any  let-go.  Try  and  keep  me  well  advised  of 
Slocnm's  progress.  He  reports  that  Davis  would  move  on  the  25th, 
and  he  should  be  at  Sister's  Ferry  to-day.  I  shall  cause  him  to  be  felt 
for  to-morrow. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHBRMAJ^, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  G.,  January  28,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Gravid  Army,  Pocotaligo: 
General  :  I  send  you  the  only  two  late  papers  brought  by  the  Baltic, 
which  arrived  this  a.  m.  Major  Strong,  whom  I  sent  with  a  letter  to 
Admiral  Dahlgren,  reports  that  the  admiral  has  gone  to  the  northward, 
probably  to  the  Combahee  or  Edisto  Eivers.  He  reports  that  the  Dai 
Ching  was  sunk  in  the  Combahee  Kiver  on  the  26th.  She  grounded  in 
consequence  of  the  very  low  water  in  the  river  caused  by  the  strong 
westerly  winds,  and  a  rebel  battery  situated  below  the  ferry  riddled 
her  with  shot.  She  was  finally  abandoned  and  burned.  The  crew 
escaped  across  the  land,  and  en  route  captured  a  schooner  with  seventy 
bales  of  cotton.  Her  captain  says  he  has  not  been  in  Charleston  for 
nearly  one  month,  and  knows  little  of  the  military  situation.  The 
Thirty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  has  landed  at  Edisto  Island  since 
the  loss  of  the  Dai  Ching,  which  will  induce  the  belief  that  a  flank 
movement  on  the  position  at  Combahee  is  designed,  particularly  as 
General  Potter  will  push  up  to  Jehossee  Island  and  make  a  show  of 
crossing.  If  you  desire  I  will  run  up  there  and  make  a  tremendous  stir 
and  show  of  intention  to  land  and  cut  the  railroad  and  retreat  of  the 
troops  from  the  Combahee.  I  can  take  a  tew  hundred  men  frora  here 
and  a  regiment  or  two  from  Savannah.  I  have  sent  100  men  *«  ^"'8' » 
Bridge,  Ogeechee  Eiver,  from  here,  to  get  the  machinery  of  a  mill  there. 
The  steamer  first  sent  without  guard  reported  small  bodies  ot  Wheeler  s 
cavalrv  in  the  vicinity. 
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Be  SO  kind  as  to  direct  General  Hatch  in  his  movements  so  that  he 
may  be  able  to  carry  out  your  wishes  in  case  I  may  have  to  go  to  the 
northward  to  look  after  matters  at  the  Combahee,  Edisto,  and  Stono 
Itivers,  and  at  Morris  Island.  He  has  already  reported  that  he  is  to 
move  to  the  Combahee,  and  1  have  made  arrangements  to  supply  his 
wants  of  wagons,  scows,  &c. 

General  Schimmelfennig  reports  from  the  Northern  District  that  the 
enemy  are  making  contiimed  preparations  to  take  the  field.  Their  force 
is  still  strong  in  his  front,  and  some  new  troops  have  arrived.  The 
enemy's  working  parties  are  discontinued  on  all  the  works  except 
Castle  Pinckney,  where  they  are  at  work  on  the  earth  covering  the 
scarp,  at  low  water.  The  light  guns  have  been  moved  from  Fort  Sum- 
ter and  ai)parently  most  of  the  light  guns  from  John's  and  James 
Islands.  The  enemy  exhibits  nervousness,  but  not  so  much  of  a  panic 
as  existed  after  the  fall  of  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  IS.  C,  January  28,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division: 
General:  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  27th  instant  relative  to  the  movement  of  your  command  in 
accordance  with  instructions  received  by  you  from  Major-General  Sher- 
man. I  have  referred  your  letter  to  Major  Thomas,  chief  quartermas- 
ter, with  instructions  to  render  you  all  the  assistance  necessary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  38,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding,  (fee.  ; 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Captain  Hudson, 
aide-de-camp  on  the  staft'  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  arrived  here 
this  evening  on  the  Fulton  with  dispatches  for  you,  and  that  I  forward 
him  at  once  to  you  under  the  escort  of  Major  Anderson.  I  also  send 
you  the  paper  of  the  25th.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince  also  arrived  on  the 
Fulton  and  is  coming  up  to  report  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  28,  'l865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Groter,  ' 

Commanding  District  of  Savannah,  Department  of  the  South : 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inclose 
to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  T,  C.  Severance,  assistant  Treasury 
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agent  at  Hilton  Head,  relative  to  trade  permits.    Also  a  form  that  he 
requests  may  be  put  upon  all  permits  for  traders  to  bring-  goods  to 
Savannah  on  private  vessels,  after  you  have  approved  of  said  permits. 
^  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Incloaure.] 

Headquaetees  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  January  38, 1865. 
Mr.  T.  C.  Severance, 

Assistant  Treasury  Agent,  Hilton  Head,  8.  C. : 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  the  conversation  of  yesterday  on  matters  concern- 
ing trade,  I  have  to  state  in  writing  the  substance  thereof  in  order  that 
there  may  be  no  misunderstanding.  I  desire  that  all  permits  to  take 
goods  into  the  diflferent  districts  of  this  command,  signed  by  myself 
as  a  military  necessity,  may,  after  the  payment  of  the  proper  charges, 
be  cleared  at  once  for  their  destination  and  that  goods  may  not  be 
cleared  under  any  other  circumstances.  Whenever  lists  of  trade  stores 
allowed  in  either  of  the  districts  are  made  out,  approved  by  me,  and 
submitted  to  you,  with  the  amount  of  trade  per  month  to  be  allowed 
each  store,  I  request  that  you  may  allow  this  amount  to  be  introduced 
monthly  without  further  permits  being  required,  but  not  to  allow  the 
parties  to  exceed  the  limit  prescribed.  Anything  beyond  this  limit 
must  have  a  separate  permit  approved  by  me.  It  is  understood  that  the 
trade  stores  in  Beaufort  and  Hilton  Head  are  to  have  the  limit  of  $6,000 
per  month  for  January  and  February.  Thereafter  they  will  be 
restricted  to  the  old  limit.  The  limit  for  the  trade  stores  at  Savannah 
is  yet  to  be  established,  and  until  this  is  dqne  goods  are  to  be  admitted 
on  special  permits.  With  regard  to  the  vessels  for  conveying  goods  to 
the  different  blockading  points  in  the  department,  as  the  Treasury 
Department  requires  me  to  certify  that  the  shipments  are  to  be  on  the 
same  footing  as  Government  stores  on  Government  transports  (see  Form 
A),  I  desire  that  whenever  such  a  certificate  is  made  by  me  the  vessel 
be  cleared  without  delay,  and  that  if  there  be  any  infraction  of  the 
Treasury  regulations  which  makes  it  necessary  for  you  to  inflict  proper 
punishment  in  the  way  of  seizure,  this  may  be  done  without  interfer- 
ing with  the  passage  of  such  vessels  or  the  conveyance  of  the  necessary 
supplies.  Whenever  I  sign  a  permit  for  goods  to  be  sent  to  any  part 
of  the  department  as  a  military  necessity  I  expect  such  permit  to  be 
respected  and  the  goods  to  be  cleared  without  unnecessary  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  January  28, 1865 — 8.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  9.15  p.  m.) 
Hon.  G.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 

Since  my  telegram  of  the  25th,  furnishing  particulars  of  shipments  of 

troops  from  Benwood,  including  train  No.  17,  we  have  forwarded  from 

that  point,  prior  to  10  last  p.  m.,  additional  trains  with  an  aggregate 

of  247  cars  troops,  horses,  baggage,  and  artillery.     The  weather  is  still 
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intensely  cold,  materially  aifecting  and  damaging  machinery,  but  the 
movement  has  continued,  on  the  whole,  exceedingly  successful,  in  view 
of  the  surrounding  difficulties,  and  with  favorable  prospects  of  the 
entire  transportation  being  accomplished  without  delay. 

J.  W.  GAEEETT, 

President. 


City  Poikt,  Ya..,  January  3S,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Exjoker, 

Chief  Quartermaster : 
We  require  transports  to  send  to  North  Carolina.  Those  already  sent 
are  not  promptly  returned.  There  are  two  vessels  now  at  Fort  Monroe, 
which  you  had  ordered  to  Washington.  As  the  Potomac  is  closed  may 
these  vessels  be  ordered  here?  If  so,  please  telegraph  Colonel  Web- 
ster or  Captain  James  at  Fort  Monroe.  Try  and  keep  Annapolis  open 
at  all  hazards.  There  is  only  some  six  days'  cattle  on  hand,  but,  if 
necessary,  they  will  last  a  longer  time.  It  is  colder  than  yesterday, 
though  this  river  is  free  of  ice  to-day.  We  have  some  eleven  days' 
grain  and  one  and  a  half  of  hay  and  plenty  of  subsistence. 

E.  INGALLS, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  29,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  Ya.: 

Dear  General:  Captain  Hudson  has  this  moment  arrived  with 
your  letter  of  January  'M,  which  I  have  read  with  interest.  The  cap- 
ture of  Fort  Fisher  has  a  most  important  bearing  on  my  campaign  and 
I  rejoice  in  it  for  many  reasons,  because  of  its  intrinsic  importance  and 
because  it  gives  me  another  point  of  security  on  the  sea-board.  I  hope 
General  Terry  will  follow  it  up  by  the  capture  of  Wilmington,  although 
I  do  not  look  for  it  from  Admiral  Porter's  dispatch  to  me.  I  rejoiced 
that  Terry  was  not  a  West  Pointer,  that  he  belonged  to  your  army,  and 
that  he  had  the  same  troops  with  which  Butler  feared  to  make  the 
attempt.    Porter  is  iu  high  glee. 

Admiral  Dahlgren,  whose  fleet  is  re-enforced  by  some  more  ironclads, 
wants  to  make  an  assault  a  la  Fisher  on  Fort  Moultrie,  but  1  withhold 
my  consent  for  the  reason  that  the  capture  of  all  Sullivan's  Island  is 
not  conclusive  as  to  Charleston.  The  capture  of  James  Island  would 
be,  but  aU  pronounce  that  impossible  at  this  time;  therefore,  I  am  mov- 
ing, as  hitherto  designed,  for  the  railroad  west  of  Branch ville-  then 
swing  across  to  Orangeburg,  which  will  interpose  mv  army  between 
Charleston  and  the  interior.  Contemporaneous  with  this  Foster  will 
demonstrate  up  the  Edisto  and  afterward  make  a  lodgment  at  Bull's 
Bay  and  occupy  the  common  road  which  leads  from  Mount  Pleasant 
toward  Georgetown.  When  I  get  to  Columbia  I  think  I  shall  move 
straight  for  Goldsborougli,  via  Fayetteville.  By  this  circuit  I  cut  all 
roads  and  devastate  the  land,  and  the  forces  along  the  coast  com- 
manded by  Foster,  will  follow  my  movement,  taking  anything  the 
enemy  lets  go,  or  so  occupies  his  attention  that  he  cannot  detach  all 
hjs  forces  agamst  me.  I  feel  sure  of  getting  Wilmington  and  may  be 
Charleston,  and  being  at  Goldsborough,  with  its  railroads  finished 
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back  to  MoreLead  City  and  Wilmington,  1  can  easily  take  Raleigli, 
when  it  seems  that  Lee  must  come  out  of  his  trenches  or  allow  his 
army  to  be  absolutely  invested.  If  Schofleld  comes  to  Beaufort  he 
should  be  pushed  out  to  Kiuston  on  the  Neuse,  and  may  be  Golds- 
borough,  or  rather  a  point  on  the  Wilmington  road  south  of  Golds- 
borough,  It  is  not  necessary  to  storm  Goldsborough,  because  it  is  in 
a  distant  region  of  no  importance  in  itself,  and  if  its  garrison  is  forced 
to  draw  supplies  from  irs  north  it  will  be  eating  up  the  same  stores  on 
which  Lee  depends  for  his  command.  I  have  no  doubt  Hood  will  bring 
his  army  to  Augusta,  and  Can  by  and  Thomas  should  penetrate  Ala- 
bama as  far  as  possible  to  keep  employed,  at  least,  a  part  of  Hood's 
army,  or  what  would  accomplish  the  same  thing,  Thomas  might  reoc- 
cupy  the  railroad  from  Chattanooga  forward  to  the  Etowah,  viz, 
Kome,  Kingston,  and  Allatoona,  thereby  threatening  Georgia.  I  know 
that  the  Georgia  troops  are  disaffected.  At  Savannah  I  met  delegates 
from  several  counties  to  the  southwest  that  manifested  a  decidedly 
hostile  spirit  to  the  Confederate  cause.  1  nursed  it  along  as  far  as 
possible  and  instructed  Grover  to  keep  it  up.  My  Left  Wing  must 
now  be  at  Sister's  Ferry,  crossing  the  Savannah  Eiver  to  the  east 
bank.  Slocum  has  orders  to  be  at  Robertsville  to-morrow,  prepared  to 
move  on  Barnwell.  Howard  is  here,  all  ready  to  start  for  the  Augusta 
railroad  at  Midway. 

We  find  tjje  enemy  on  the  east  side  of  the  Salkehatchie  and  cavalry 
in  our  front,  but  all  give  ground  on  our  approach,  and  seem  to  be 
merely  watching  us.  If  I  start  on  Tuesday,  in  one  week  I  will  be  near 
Orangeburg,  having  broken  up  the  Augusta  road,  from  the  Edisto 
westward  twenty  or  twenty-flve  miles.  I  will  be  sure  that  every  rail  is 
twisted.  Should  I  encounter  too  much  opposition  near  Orangeburg, 
then  I  will  for  a  time  neglect  that  branch  and  rapidly  move  on  Columbia 
and  fill  up  the  triangle  formed  by  the  Congaree  and  Wateree,  tributaries 
of  the  Sautee,  breaking  up  that  great  center  of  the  Carolina  roads.  Up 
to  that  point  I  feelfull  confidence,  but  from  there  I  may  have  to  maneuver 
some,  and  will  be  guided  by  the  questions  of  weather  and  supplies.  You 
remember  I  had  fine  weather  all  February  for  my  Meridian  trip,  and  my 
memory  of  the  weather  at  Charleston  is  that  February  is  usually  a  fine 
month.  Before  the  March  storms  come  I  should  be  within  striking  dis- 
tance of  the  coast.  The  months  of  April  and  May  will  be  the  best  for 
operations  from  Goldsborough  to  Raleigh  and  tlie  Roanoke.  You  may 
rest  assured  that  I  will  keep  my  troops  well  in  hand,  and  if  I  get  worsted 
will  aim  to  make  the  enemy  pay  so  dearly  that  you  will  have  less  to  do. 
I  know  this  trip  is  necessary  to  the  war.  It  must  be  made  sooner  or 
later,  and  I  am  on  time  and  in  the  right  position  for  it.  My  army  is 
large  enough  for  the  i>urpose,  and  I  ask  no  re-enforcement,  but  simply 
wish  the  utmost  activity  at  all  other  ]ioints,  so  that  concentration 
against  me  may  not  be  universal. 

I  expect  Davis  will  move  Heaven  and  earth  to  catch  me,  for  suc- 
cess to  my  column  is  fatal  to  his  dream  of  empire.  Richmond  is 
not  more  vital  to  his  cause  than  Columbia  and  the  heart  of  South  Caro- 
lina. If  Thomas  will  not  move  on  Selma,  order  him  to  occupy  Rome, 
Kingston,  and  Allatoona,  and  again  threaten  Georgia  in  the  direction 
of  Athens.  I  think  the  poor  white  trash  of  the  South  are  falling  out  of 
their  ranks  by  sickness,  desertion,  and  every  available  means;  but 
there  is  a  large  class  of  vindictive  Southerners  who  will  fight  to  the 
last.  The  squabbles  in  Richmond,  the  howls  in  Charleston,  and  the 
disintegration  elsewhere  are  all  good  onions  to  us,  but  we  must  not 
relax  one  iota,  but  on  the  contrary  ])ile  up  our  efforts. 
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I  would  ere  this  have  been  off,  but  we  had  terrific  rains  which  caught 
me  in  motion  and  nearly  drowned  some  of  my  columns  in  the  i'ice  fields 
of  the  Savannah,  swept  away  our  causeway,  which  had  been  carefully 
corduroyed,  and  made  the  swamps  hereabout  mere  lakes  of  slimy  mud, 
but  the  weather  is  now  good  and  I  have  my  army  on  terra  firma. 
Supplies,  too,  came  for  a  long  time  by  daily  driblets  instead  of  in  bulk; 
but  this  is  now  all  remedied,  and  I  hope  to  start  on  Tuesday. 

I  will  issue  instructions  to  Foster,  based  on  the  re- enforcements  of 
North  Carolina,  and  if  Schofield  comes  you  had  better  relieve  Foster, 
who  cannot  take  the  field,  and  needs  an  operation  on  his  leg,  and  let 
Schofield  take  command  with  headquarters  at  Beaufort,  N.  C,  and 
orders  to  secure,  if  possible,  Goldsborough,  with  railroad  connections 
back  to  Beaufort  and  Wilmington.  If  Lee  lets  us  get  that  position 
he  is  gone  up. 

I  will  start  with  my  Atlanta  army,  60,000;  supplied  as  before  and 
depending  on  the  country  for  all  in  excess  of  thirty  days.  I  will  have 
less  cattle  on  the  hoof,  but  1  hear  of  hogs,  cows  and  calves  in  Barnwell 
and  the  Columbia  Districts ;  even  here  we  found  some  forage.  Of  course 
the  enemy  will  carry  off  and  destroy  some  forage  but  I  will  burn  the 
houses  where  the  people  burn  forage  and  they  will  get  tiied  of  that. 

I  must  risk  Hood,  and  trust  to  you  to  hold  Lee,  or  be  on  his  heels  if 
he  comes  south.  I  observe  that  the  enemy  has  some  respect  for  my  men, 
for  they  gave  up  Pocotaligo  quick  when  they  heard  that  the  attacking 
force  belonged  to  me.  I  will  try  and  keep  up  that  feeling,  which  is  a 
real  power. 

With  respect,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

I  leave  my  chief  quartermaster  and  commissary  behind  to  follow 
coastwise. 


Flag-ship  Harvest  Moon, 
Port  Royal,  January  39,  1805. 
General  Bheeman,  Commanding,  &c.: 

Dear  General:  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  by  your  note  of  the  27th, 
just  received,  that  everything  was  going  so  much  to  your  satisfaction. 
I  wish  I  could  say  so  for  myself,  but  first  the  Patapsco  would  be  blown 
up  by  a  torpedo,  and  now  the  Dai  Ching  gets  foul  of  a  battery,  gets 
aground,  can't  get  off,  and  is  destroyed.  One  thing  was  right,  she  was 
defended  for  seven  hours  and  abandoned  to  the  flames  only  when  her 
pivot  gun  was  disabled  by  a  shot.  All  the  oificers  and  men  brought  off" 
but  four  captured  in  a  boat  by  pickets,  so  the  rebels  did  not  gain  much. 
A  contraband  from  Charleston  says  they  have  drawn  oft'  nearly  all  the 
troops  from  about  the  city  toward  Branchville,  where  they  look  for 
"Mr.  Sherman."  I  had  no  gTinboat  to  replace  the  Dai  Ching  in  the 
Combahee,  and  sent  the  Pawnee  from  the  Ashepoo  to  North  Edisto, 
because  I  understood  General  Foster  that  he  was  sending  a  detach- 
ment there  for  a  diversion.  The  Sonoma  was  there  already.  Very 
sorry,  general,  that  I  cannot  do  any  more  for  you,  but  the  consolation 
is  that  you  do  not  need  it.  The  cipher  is  all  right,  and  its  chief  merit 
seems  to  me  that  when  once  written  it  may  be  inscrutable  to  everybody. 
With  my  heartiest  wishes,  dear  general,  I  am,  most  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  DAHLGEEN. 

P.  S. — W^hen  you  get  to  Eichmond  I  wish  to  be  there,  for  I  have  yet 
to  bury  my  boy. 


Chap.  LIX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  157 

Hdqbs,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  January  29, 1863. 
Geueral  McCallum, 

Railroad  Department,  Savannah : 

(In  his  absence,  Col.  W.  W.  Wright.) 
General  :  I  have  well  reconnoitered  the  country  hereabouts,  and 
am  satisfied  that  it  is  not  to  our  interest  to  reconstruct,  at  this  time, 
any  of  the  railroads  out  of  Savannah.  After  securing  all  the  property 
there,  I  wish  you  to  transfer  your  men  and  tools  to  North  Carolina — 
New  Berne,  unless  Wilmington  should  fall  into  our  possession — and 
prepare  to  make  railroad  communication  to  Goldsborough  by  the  mid- 
dle of  March.  You  need  not  build  the  bridge  over  Port  Eoyal,  which 
I  requested  of  you  at  Savannah;  tbat  can  be  done  by  Foster's  com- 
mand. General  Grant  advises  me  of  heavy  re-enforcements  being  sent 
to  North  Carolina.  You  may,  therefore,  at  once,  transport  Colonel 
Wright  and  his  operatives  to  New  Berne,  or  Wilmington,  if  that  place 
be  in  our  possession,  and  jjrepare  timber,  irons,  cars  aud  locomotives 
adapted  to  the  road  of  North  Carolina,  enough  to  build  out  to  Golds 
borough,  when  you  can  get  possession  of  the  road.  Let  Colonel  Wright 
report  to  General  Schofield,  or  other  commanding  officer  he  may  find, 
who,  on  presenting  this  letter,  will  furnish  all  aid.  General  Easton  will 
furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Special        )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  8.  C, 

No.  23.  )  January  29,  1865. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  pur- 
suant to  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  327,  headquarters  Department  of 
the  Cumberland,  series  1864,  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  com- 
manding Department  of  the  South,  for  special  assignment  to  duty. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman : 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Pocotaligo.  January  29, 1865. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

General  :  General  John  E.  Smith  made  a  reconnaissance  to  McPher- 
sonville  to-day;  reports  a  good  road  from  his  camp  to  that  place. 
McPhersonville  is  deserted.  Heard  of  two  or  three  scouting  parties, 
but  no  force.  I  have  received  your  message  by  Colonel  Strong,  and 
will  arrest  the  movement  to-morrow  night,  as  you  desire,  and  not  push 
forward  farther  till  ordered.  To-morrow's  move,  if  we  should  not  push 
farther,  might  convey  the  idea  of  turning  on  Charleston,  particularly 
if  I  seek  a  good  point  for  crossing  the  Salkehatchie,  and  act  as  if  intend- 
ing to  throw  a  bridge. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  39,  180^:. 

Col.  J.  T.  CONKLIN, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Colonel:  The  major-general  coiimiauding  desires  me  to  say  that 
after  to-day's  march  this  army  will  probably  delay  furtlier  movements 
for  a  day  or  two  to  await  the  moving  up  of  General  Slocum's  column. 
Do  not,  therefore,  send  back  any  stores  you  may  have  on  hand  or  com- 
ing uj),  as  in  any  event  the  forces  of  General  Hatch  will  remain  in  this 
vicinity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  SLADEN, 
Lieutenimt  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  G.  (  Near  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  29, 1805. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke,  assistant  adjutant- general,  is  hereby  announced 
as  assistant  adjutant-general  at  these  headquarters,  and  will  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

JOS.  A.  SLADEN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  and  Army  op  the  Tenn., 

Xo.  4.  )  Beaufort,  8.  C,  January  29,  1865. 

*  ^  »  if?  *  W  * 

IV.  The  steamer  Savannah  having,  in  accordance  with  orders,  arrived 
at  this  post  with  several  hundred  recruits,  <!t;c.,  for  the  army  under 
General  Sherman,  is  ordered  to  proceed  with  same  to  Blair's  landing, 
on  the  Pocotaligo  River,  where  they  will,  under  the  direction  of  Cap- 
tain Lomax,  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  in  charge,  be  disembarked  and 
turned  over  for  distribution  to  their  several  commands.  Captain  Low, 
assistant  quartermaster,  will  give  the  commander  of  the  Savannah 
orders  to  this  effect. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  : 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special        1        Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Field  Orders,  '>  Near  Pocotaligo,  S.  C, 

^0.  26.  )  January  29,  1865. 

IV.  The  major-general  commanding  Fifteenth  Corps,  havingexpressed 
a  desire  to  retain  Maj.  Max.  WoodhuU,  assistant  adjutant-general,  as 
his  adjutant,  so  nmch  of  extract  IX,  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  17,  as 
relieves  him  from  duty  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps  and  ordering  him  to 
report  to  the  major-general  commanding  Department  and  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  is  hereby  revoked. 

******* 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

JOS.  A.  SLADEN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  39, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A,  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Captain  Cadle,  of  General  Blair's  staff,  informed  ine  that 
everything  belonging  to  the  Seventeenth  Corps  would  be  out  of  the 
way  to-day,  so  I  will  be  glad  if  you  will  start  your  leading  division 
as  early  as  G  a.  m..  so  as  to  reach  Pocotaligo  Station  "by  8  o'clock.  I 
will  inform  General  Sherman  that  he  may  have  his  headquarters  enter 
your  column  wherever  you  or  he  may  wish.  I  am  sorry  that  Clark  has 
not  dosed  up.  He  probably  will  be  able  to  do  so  in  the  morning.  If 
you  tind  it  i)racticable  you  can  push  your  column  as  far  beyond  Hey- 
wardsville  as  you  can,  communicating  with  me  from  that  place  by  anv 
cross  roads  leading  to  the  river.  I  will  draw  up  an  order  for  Tuesday 
so  soon  as  I  can  learn  the  place  of  your  halting.  1  shall  look  to  you,  gen- 
eral, daily  for  any  information  of  the  whereabouts  or  intentions  of  the 
enemy. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  1st  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Camp,  Six  Miles  from  Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  January  29, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  point  with  my 
brigade  at  6.30  p.  m.  this  day.  Under  Major-General  Logan's  directions 
I  encamped  here  with  instructions  to  move  at  5.30  a.  m.  to-morrow 
to  join  the  division.  I  received  this  morning  for  my  brigade  ninety-eight 
recruits  assigned  to  Forty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  only  about  ten 
of  whom  are  armed  with  muskets  left  by  sick  men  sent  to  Beaufort 
under  existing  orders.  I  expect  to  reach  the  command  by  8  o'clock  or 
8.30  to-morrow  morning.  Your  quartermaster.  Captain  Skinner,  has 
doubtless  already  informed  you  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  my 
arriving  before  with  my  command.  Colonel  Tourtellotte,  of  Fourth 
Minnesota,  has  been  left  in  charge  of  all  transportation,  detachments, 
&c.,  belonging  to  this  corps,  with  instructions  to  come  up  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  From  all  the  information  I  could  obtain  he  will  be 
able  to  leave  to-morrow  morning  and,  by  a  forced  march,  join  us  to-mor- 
row night. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  T.  CLARK, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Springfield,  Ga.,  January  29,  1865. 

Col.  R.  N.  Adams, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade : 
You  will  move  your  command  into  Springfield  to-morrow,  starting  at 
7  a.  m.  prompt.    You  will  make  a  detail  from  your  brigade  sufficient  to 
carry  all  your  spades  and  axes  and  prepare  the  road  as  you  march.    Col- 
onel Hurlbat  will  make  a  similar  detail  and  prepare  the  roads  as  much  as 
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possible  and  keep  out  of  your  way.  It  is  desirable  that  you  complete 
the  road  for  the  passage  of  the  trains.  The  battery  and  your  own  train 
to  accompany  you,  the  former  in  position  in  rear  of  your  first  regiment. 
The  working  detail  will  have  their  knapsacks  carried  in  the  wagons 
from  which  the  tools  were  taken.  Upon  arriving  at  Springfield  you 
will  halt  until  the  remainder  of  the  division  shall  have  passed,  when 
you  will  take  position  in  rear  and  follow  the  First  Brigade,  the  battery 
being  transferred  to  the  same.  After  leaving  Springfield  the  trains 
will  move  the  same  as  to-day,  brigade  trains  in  the  order  of  their 
respective  brigades,  &c. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Geu.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Springfield,  Oa.,  January  29, 1863. 

Col.   F.    J.    HURLBUT, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  in  the  Field  : 

Tou  will  move  your  command  into  the  village  of  Springfield,  start- 
ing at  C  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  30th  instant.  Before  starting  you  will 
make  a  detail  from  your  command,  suflacient  to  use  all  your  spades  and 
axes,  who  will  prepare  the  road  sufficient  for  the  passage  of  your  own 
command  and  its  trains,  and,  in  fact,  preparing  the  roads  as  well  as  you 
can,  and  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  troops  to  follow.  The  men  detailed 
to  prepare  roads  will  have  their  knapsacks  deposited  in  the  wagons 
from  which  the  tools  are  taken,  as  much  delay  is  occasioned  by  the  men 
having  to  uusling  them  at  every  halt  for  work.  Upon  arriving  at 
Springfield  you  will  lialt  your  command  and  wait  until  the  remainder 
of  the  division  has  passed,  when  you  will  take  your  position  in  rear  of 
the  column  during  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  fl.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  »        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  26.  i  Pocotaligo,  iS.  C,  January  29,  1865. 

*  *  *  *  *  #  # 

XII.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow : 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  move 
forward  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  road  designated  in  Special  Field  Orders,  Ko. 
2o,  extract  II,  from  department  headquarters. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move  his 
command  at  7  a.  m.  outou  the  road  taken  by  him  in  his  demonstrations 
against  the  Salkehatchie  River,  taking  care  to  keep  to  the  right  so  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow 
the  First  Division. 

4.  The  pontoon  train  now  encamped  near  the  Fourth  Division  will 
follow  the  Fourth  Division. 

5.  The  train  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  follow  the 
train  of  the  First  Division. 
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The  train  Of  department  bead(]uarters  and  of  these  lieadnnarters  will 
move  after  the  advance  brigade  of  the  First  Division 
By  commaud  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair : 


C.  CABLE,  Jk., 
A  ssistan  f  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 


Special  Orders,  \   Hdqbs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

^^-  22.  j  PoGotalif/o,  S.  C,  January  29,  1865. 

VIII.  This  command  will  march  to-morrow  in  the  following  order- 
First,  Second  Brigade;  second.  Battery  Fifteenth  Ohio;  third,  First 
Brigade. 

Two  ammunition  wagons  will  follow  immedialely  in  rear  of  troops 
of  each  brigade.    Ambulances  for  brigades  following  in  rear  of  sanie. 

Division,  brigade,  and  regimental  wagons  will  follow  the  ambulances 
of  the  rear  brigade.  The  hospital  train  (six  wagons)  will  follow  regi- 
mental wagons.  The  ordnance  trains  will  follow  the  hospital  trains. 
The  supply  trains  wiU  follow  the  ordnance  train.  The  pioneer  corps 
-with  its  tool-teams  will  habitually  precede  the  command.  The  other 
pioneer  wagons,  Twentieth  Illinois  wagons,  and  ambulance  wagon  will 
follow  immediately  in  rear  of  division  headquarters  train. 

This  order  of  march  for  trains  will  be  observed  during  the  campaign 
unless  otherwise  ordered. 

The  hour  of  starting  will  be  indicated  hereafter. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Camp  Fourth  Division, 
Five  Miles  from  Pocotali(/o,  January  29,  1865. 
Capt.  C.  Cable, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  am  encamped  about  four  miles  from  the  railroad  where  the  road 
forks,  the  left-hand  one  going  to  McPhersonville,  and  the  other  along 
the  Salkehatchie  Eiver.  The  proper  route  for  the  First  and  Third 
Divisions  is  the  road  General  Mower  took  the  day  he  came  out  here  to 
cross  the  river.  We  are  now  where  he  made  some  rail  barricades  at  or 
near  the  forks  of  the  road.  A  citizen  here  says  that  will  not  interfere 
with  the  column  on  the  McPhersonville  road.  The  road  we  came  on  is 
badly  cut  up  and  is  two  miles  farther.  Tlie  road  General  Mower  came 
out  comes  into  this  about  one  mile  back.  The  enemy  are  reported  by 
the  negroes  to  be  intrenching  at  Kadesh  Church,  six  miles  from  here,  but 
from  what  I  learn  about  the  country  around  there  it  can  be  approached 
from  any  direction.  According  to  a  very  reliable-looking  white  man 
who  lives  here  McPhersonville  is  only  three  miles  from  here,  and  it  is 
the  same  distance  from  the  station  Avhere  the  other  divisions  are 
encamped.  Tliis  point  is  five  miles  from  the  station  the  way  General 
Mower  came,  and  about  seven  the  way  we  came.  I  shall  send  this  the 
road  we  came  up,  as  I  do  not  consider  the  other  safe  for  single  horse- 
men.   Colonel  Hi  bbets  j  ust  informed  me  that  the  works  I  spoke  of  were 
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thrown  up  by  his  regiment  and  the  Twenty-third  Indiana  the  first  day 
General  Mower  was  out,  so  Captain  Henley  will  know  just  where  we 
are,  and  the  road  to  coinc  on. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 

Jirigadier-  Genera  I. 


TTdqtis.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fiehl,  rocotaliyo,  January  2'J^  18C5. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Poster, 

GommaniUng  I>epartment  of  the  South: 

General:  I  have  your  letter  of  yesterday.  Tell  Admiral  Dahlgren 
I  regret  the  loss  of  the  Dai  Chiiig,  but  can  quote  Admiral  Porter,  who 
told  uie  once  that  ships  were  made  to  be  "  lost."  Your  movement  by 
Edisto  is  good,  but  understand  me  as  of  opinion  that  if  the  enemy 
mans  his  works  facing  the  sea  you  cannot  gain  them  save  at  a  disad- 
vantage, but  by  demonstrating  fit  points  of  land  from  which  troops  can 
move  against  the  railroad  by  a  rapid,  quick  inarch,  you  com]>el  him  to 
keep  the  entire  railroad  guarded  from  Charleston  to  Salkehatchie,  but 
I  don't  care  about  the  road  being  actually  broken  until  the  latter  part 
of  next  week.  If  you  know  that  the  enemy  falls  behind  the  Edisto 
you  should  break  the  railroad  anywhere  this  side  of  him  and  then  you 
could  reduce  Hatch's  command  here  to  the  number  you  calculated,  viz, 
1,000  men,  but  so  long  as  McLaws  (rebel)  lias  the  railroad  by  which  he 
can  handle  4,000  or  5,000  men  rapidly  it  will  be  imprudent  to  leave 
Hatcli  too  weak.  There  is  no  use  in  a  force  here  at  all,  unless  it  is  on 
the  railroad.  This  jioiiit,  Pocotaligo,  is  most  salient,  and  therefore 
best,  but  if  deemed  unsafe  at  any  time  the  fort  at  Coosawhatchie  would 
fulfill  the  same  conditions,  and  its  river  is  deeper  and  better.  I  have 
no  doubt  a  steam-boat  could  work  up  to  tlie  Coosawhatchie  fort  at  high 
tide.  Flats  drawn  by  barges  could  certainly.  I  merely  want  a  point 
of  security  here  till  I  am  surely  beyond  the  Santee,  and  by  a  force  here 
you  better  cover  your  island  and  the  Savannah  Kiver  than  by  any  other 
disposition  of  your  troops. 

1  expect  from  Tennessee  a  force  of  some  ij,000  to  8,000  men  belonging 
to  the  four  corps  with  me  here.  Stop  them  at  Hilton  Head  and  use 
them  unless  they  get  there  in  time  to  reach  me,  which  is  very  improb- 
able. Out  of  them  you  can  make  up  a  good  com  in  and  to  demonstrate  on 
Charleston,  Georgetown,  and  from  Smithville,  Cape  Fear  Eiver  as  I 
progress,  aiming  to  join  their  respective  commands  when  we  touch  the 
sea-board.  If  I  break  the  railroad  to  Augusta  and  Columbia,  it  will  be 
well  to  strike  that  to  Wilmington  unless  Wilmington  in  the  meantime 
be  taken  by  Terry.  The  easiest  point  to  reach  that  railroad  will  be 
from  Cape  Fear  River  to  the  south  and  west  of  Wilmington. 

You  may  make  as  much  display  on  Edisto,  and  about  Stono,  next 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  as  possible,  and  cause  the  troops  at  Morris 
Island  to  make  a  lodgment  on  James  Island  if  possible.  That  is  the 
vital  part  of  Charleston. 


I  am,  &c.. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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IlDQEs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 


"■J 


In  the  Field,  rocoUdif/o,  January  29,  1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South  : 
General:  I  bave  just  received  dispatches  from  General  Grant  stat- 
ing that  Schoiield's  corps,  the  Twenty-third,  21,000  strong,  is  ordered 
east  from  Tennessee,  and  will  be  sent  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.  That  is  well. 
1  want  that  force  to  secure  a  ]5oint  on  the  railroad  about  Goldsboroiigli 
and  then  to  build  the  road  out  to  that  point.  If  Goldsborough  be  too 
strong  to  caiTy  by  a  rapid  movement,  then  a  point  near  the  Neuse, 
south  of  Goldsbo'rougli,  but  holding  the  bridge  and  position  about 
Kinstou  and  fortify  strong.  The  movement  should  be  masked  by  the 
troops  already  at  New  Berne.  Please  notify  General  Palmer  that  these 
troops  are  coming  and  for  him  to  prepare  to  receive  them.  Major-Gen- 
oral  Schofleld  will  command  them  in  person,  and  is  admirably  adapted 
for  the  work.  If  it  is  ])ossible  1  want  him  to  secure  Goldsborough  with 
the  railroad  back  to  Morehead  City  and  Wilmington.  As  soon  as 
General  Schofield  reaches  Fort  Macon,  hnvc  him  to  meet  some  one  of 
your  staff  to  explain  in  full  detail  the  situation  of  afiairs  with  me,  and 
you  can  give  him  chief  command  of  all  troops  at  Cape  Fear  and  in 
JJorth  Carolina.  If  he  finds  the  enemy  has  all  turne«l  south  against 
me  he  need  not  follow,  but  turn  his  attention  against  Ealeigh.  But  if 
he  can  secure  Goldsborough  and  Wilmiijgt(m  it  will  be  as  much  as  I 
expect  before  I  have  passed  the  Santee.  Send  him  all  detachments  of 
men  that  have  come  to  join  my  army.  They  can  be  so  organized  and 
officered  as  to  be  more  efficient,  for  they  are  nearly  all  old  soldiers  who 
have  been  detached  or  on  furlough.  Until  I  i>ass  the  Santee  you  can 
better  use  these  detachments  at  Bull's  Bay,  Georgetown,  &c. 

I  will  instruct  General  McCallum,  of  the  railroad  department,  to  take 
his  men  up  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  use  them  on  the  road  out.  I  do  not 
know  that  he  can  employ  them  on  any  road  here.  I  did  instruct  him, 
whilst  waiting  information  from  l^orth  Carolina,  to  employ  them  in 
building  a  good  trestle  bridge  across  Port  Ifoyal  Ferry,  but  1  now  sup- 
pose the  pontoon  bridge  will  do.  If  you  move  the  pontoons  be  sure  to 
make  a  good  road  out  to  Garden's  Corners  and  mark  it  with  sign  board, 
obstructing  the  old  road  so  that  should  I  send  back  any  detachments 
they  will  not  be  misled.  I  prefer  that  Hatch's  forces  hereabout  should 
not"'be  materially  weakened  until  I  am  near  Columbia,  when  you  may 
be  governed  by  the  situation  of  affairs  about  Charleston.  If  you  (;au 
break  the  railroad  between  this  and  Charleston  then  this  force  could 
be  reduced. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  January  29,  1805. 

General  Hatch, 

Commanding  Division : 
General:  I  wish  you  to-morrow  to  send  a  detachment  to  the  forks 
of  the  road  this  side  of  the  Salkehatchie,  and  then  make  demonstra- 
tions as  though  preparatory  to  (;ross  over  to  the  east  side,  iry  and 
make  a  pathway  of  fallen  timber  through  the  swamp,  so  as  to  enable 
skirmishers  to  appear  near  the  river-bank  at  the  railroad  and  wagon 
road  bridges.    Also,  if  possible,  let  one  or  more  horsemen  try  to  pass 
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through  the  water  along  tlie  wagon  road.  I  think  the  water  must 
have  subsided  euough.for  this.  Also  let  a  party  take  tools  and  prepare 
on  the  railroad  causeway  a  place  (countersunk)  for  two  guns  in  embras- 
ure. Keportto  me  what  is  seen  by  night.  1  will  remain  here  till  I  hear 
from  (ieneral  Slocuni  about  Kobertsville,  wheTi  the  whole  army  will 
move  north,  leaving  you  to  cover  this  point.  I  deem  it  iniportaiit  to 
hold  tlie  ])ositi(m  on  the  railroad  for  some  time,  say  ten  days,  after  I 
leave,  and  during  that  time  to  feel  across  the  Salkehatchie  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Charleston,  so  as  to  destroy  the  railroad  as  far  toward  the 
Edisto  as  possible.  As  long  as  the  railroad  is  intact  up  to  Salkehatchie 
you  will  see  an  e.iiemy  may  rapidly  iuter])ose  between  here  and  Port 
Koyal,  which  might  incommode  us.  At  the  same  time  General  Foster 
will  try  and  cut  the  road  between  this  and  Charleston,  the  effect  of 
Avhich  will  be  to  make  the  enemy  guard  the  road  in  its  Avhole  length. 
After  I  have  reached  the  Augusta  road  I  do  not  think  this  road  will 
be  of  much  use  to  the  enemj'. 
I  am,  Avith  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  (ien  eral,  Comniandiug. 


Hdqks.  Coast  Division,  Depar'joient  of  the  South, 

Near  Pocotaligo,  iS.  C,  January  29,  1803. 
Col.  C.  H.  Yan  AVyck, 

Commanding  First  Brigade  : 

Colonel:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  the 
Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers  be  ready  to  march  to-morrow  morning 
in  light-marching  order  at  8.30  o'clock. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Near  Pocotaligo,  >S'.  C,  January  29,  1865. 
Captain  Hamner, 

Gommunding  Artillery  Brigade: 

Captain:  You  will  move  your  command  and  take  position  in  the  fort 
on  this  side  of  the  Pocotaligo  bridge  to-morrow  morning. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  1^.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  A  ctg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  op  the  South, 

Near  Pocotaligo,  S.  G.,  January  29, 1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Thirty-third  U.  S.  Colored  Tkoops: 

The  Thirty-third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  take  position  inside  of  the 
fort  at  Pocotaligo  to-morrow  morning.     One  company  will  be  sent  to 
guard  stores  at  Blair's  landing  early  in  the  morning. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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■^Ieadqtiarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Jicdd,  8.  C,  January  29,  1865. 
Brig.  Geu.  E.  P.  Scammon, 

Commanding  district  of  Florida,  Jaclcaonvillc,  Flu. : 
General:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  27th  instant  giving  details  of  an  engagement  of  a  small 
party  of  the  Seventy-flfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  with  a  cavalry  force 
of  the  enemy.  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
he  regrets  exceedingly  that  so  small  a  force,  should  have  been  sent. 
He  requests  that  hereafter  no  party  be  sent  out  less  than  1,000  strong, 
except  when  scouts  are  sent  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy. 
The  general  also  regrets  that  Colonel  Tilghman  should  have  sent  out 
such  a  small  force  so  far  into  the  country  for  purposes  not  strictly  mili- 
tary. The  Thirty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Trooi)S  will  be  sent  to  your 
district  as  soon  as  possible.  They  will  liave  to  be  taken  from  active 
duty  with  the  Coast  Division  for  this  purpose.  No  more  cavalry  can 
be  sent  to  your  district,  as  we  have  none  in  the  department  that  can 
be  spared.  The  general  desires  that  as  soon  as  the  Thirty-fourth  U. 
S.  Colored  Troops  arrive  in  your  district  they  be  put  immediately  at 
work,  or  a  sufficient  number  of  them,  on  the  defenses  of  the  ioland  cut 
between  Fernandina  and  the  Saint  John's  Eiver. 
A'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


New  Berne,  N.  (j.,  January  39, 1865. 
Maj.  (xen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

Dear  Foster:  Major  Gouraud  will  take  the  papers,  which  will  show 
exactly  how  we  stand  here,  in  a  letter  written  to  me  by  Townsend  on 
the  Kith  he  directed  me  to  send  all  this  information  to  General  Sher 
man.  and  1  did  so.  Sherman  writes  me  that  he  has  received  them,  and 
that  they  are  very  complete,  the  only  thing  not  mentioned  being  the 
gauge  of  our  railroad.  This  gauge  is  four  feet  eight  and  one-half  inches, 
as  the  superintendent  tells  me.  Mn  jor  Gouraud  will  examine  this  very 
carefully  to-day.  Things  in  North  Carolina  are  in  a  very  snug  shape. 
Last  spring  Butler  ordered  everything  that  could  be  spared  from  here 
to  go  to  Virginia.  Large  quantities  of  ordnance,  or  rather  small 
ammunitio)),  is  coming  here,  and  we  will  have  to  work  like  beavers  to 
get  everything  in  order  for  movements  from  here.  It  is  "in  the  air  " 
that  Sherman  is  coming  through  North  Carolina.  The  people  generally 
seem  to  think  this  is  so,  and  they  are  making  their  preparations 
accordingly.  I  shall  deceive  them  as  to  the  programme  as  far  as  I  can. 
General  Grant  has  Just  arrived  at  Morehead,  and  he  has  telegraphed 
me  to  come  down,  and  I  go  down  with  Gouraud.* 

Hastily,  yours,  I.  N.  PALMER. 


Unopficial.1  Morehead  City,  NO., 

Sunday,  January  29,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

Siy  Dear  Foster:  I  came  here  this  a.m.  to  see  General  Grant. 
Schotield  and  General  Rawlins,  likewise  Fox  (Navy  Department),  were 
*'  Some  strictly  personal  matter  here  omitted. 
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witli  liiiii.  Grant  told  me  to  write  to  yoa  and  sny  to  you  that  since  your 
last  letter  Ava.s  Avritteii  to  me  some  considerable  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  programme.  Schotteld's  corps  comes  to  the  Department  of 
the  South,  and  one  division  of  it  is  to  be  left  herewith  me,  so  when 
vou  have  anything  for  me  to  do  you  may  calculate  iipon  my  being  some- 
what stronger  than  we  are  now  here.  You  will  probably  hear  from 
General  Grant  very  soon.  I  think  he  went  only  as  far  as  Wilmington. 
I  hope  and  believe  that  we  will  be  in  good  condition  here  to  help  the 
cause.  When  you  get  Charleston  can't  you  write  me  to  come  and  see 
the  towu  before  it  is  burned  up  ? 
Sincerely,  y(mrs, 

I.  2n\  PALMEK. 


Washing-ton,  Janv-ary  29,  iscrj — J2.~i0  p.  m. 

]Major-General  Gillmobe  : 

(Care  of  D.  Van  Nostrand,  192  Broadway,  New  York.) 
When  will  you  be  ready  for  assignment  to  a  command? 

n.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chic/  of  Staff. 


Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Jamiary  29,  1865. 

(Keceived  (;.2(t  p.  ]n.) 
Major(rencral  Halleck: 

Your  dispatch  is  received.     1  am  ready  for  assignment  to  command 
now.    I  write  bv  this  mail. 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major-  General. 


Savannah,  January  30,  IRG't. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  the  Military  Department  of  the  Mississippi: 
General  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  transmit,  to  you  an  ofHcial  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  tlie  citizens  of  Savannah  held  on  the  25th 
instant.    They  so  fully  explain  themselves  that  It  would  be  tautology 
in  me  to  add  anything  inore,  a  hearty  participant  as  I  was  in  them. 
KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  U.  AENOLD, 
Mayor  of  Savannah. 

[Tnflosurc.) 

Proceedings  of  aptihlic  meeting  held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  Savannah, 

Jamiary  25,  18(15. 

In  response  to  a  call  made  in  pursuance  to  the  following  resolution  of 
the  city  council,  viz — 

liesolved,  That  his  honor  Mayor  Arnold  be  requested  to  convene  a  meeting  of  our 
citizens  at  the  Exchange  at  12  o'clock  on  the  25th  instant,  lor  the  pur])09e  of  Klvin"- 
expression  to  theii'  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  citizens  of  New  York  and  Boston  for  tho 
very  large,  valuable,  and  timely  contributions  of  provisions  and  other  necessaries  of 
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life  which  have  1)0cii  received  and  arc  now  on  their  way  to  this  city,  and  that  his 
honor  the  mayor  invito  the  several  committees  fiom  Kew  York  and  jjostou,  includ- 
ing the  owners  and  the  commander  of  the  liebecca  Clyde,  with  Captain  Veale  of 
General  Geary's  staft,  and  Lieutenant  Chariot,  V.  »'.  Army,  all  of  whom  have 
co-operated  with  us  in  the  good  work,  to  attend  the  meeting— 

A  large  meeting  of  the  citizens  met  this  day  at  the  Exchange.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  U.  Brighani,  his  honor  Mayor  Arnold  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  John  Ganimell  was  requested  to  act  as  se<;retary.  The 
mayor  on  taking  the  chair  made  the  following  remarks: 

Fkllow-Citizbxs  :  For  the  second  time  since  the  capture  of  our  city  it  has  been 
my  duty  to  snninion  you  to  meet  together  in  public  assembly.  The  occasion  which 
brings  you  together  to-day  is  one  which  will  be  ever  remarkable,  even  in  the  annals 
ot  the  last  few  weeks,  so  pregnant  as  they  have  been  with  events  which  make  epochs 
in  history,  and  which  almost  condense  a  lifetime  in  a  day.  A  brief  review  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  we  -were  placed  will  be  necessary  for  a  clearer  uiider- 
stauding  of  our  present  couditiou.  The  capture  of  Savannah  on  the  21st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  produced  greater  alterations  in  our  condition  than  mej'e  military  possession 
and  military  government.  The  Confederate  currency,  already  inflated  to  an  almost 
nominal  value,  was  still  the  modiiiui  of  exchange  while  Savjinnah  was  in  the  Con- 
federacy, but  the  moment  the  United  States  regained  Savannah  Confederate  money 
was  literally  not  worth  the  paper  on  which  it  was  printed,  and  all,  all  of  us,  indi- 
viduals and  tlio  city  goveinnient,  were  reduced  to  a  dead  level  of  jioverty.  Cut  oif 
from  all  communication  with  the  external  world,  with  no  me,Tns  to  purchase  pro- 
visions and  no  provisions  to  purchase,  I  did  not  exaggerate  your  condition  in  my 
opening  remarks  on  the  28th  of  December.  The  want  of  fuel  was  supplied  as  iar  as 
practicable  by  the  direction  of  the  noble  Ceary,  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  at  the 
earliest  practicable  period  his  successor,  Mii.jor-Oeneral  drover,  will  take  measures 
to  furnish  wood  to  our  inhabitants.  The  statements  made  at  the  meeting  of  the 
citizens,  and  the  observations  ef  cyc--\vitnesses  from  the  North,  struck  a  sympathetic 
cord  in  thebreastsof  many  generous  citizens  of  New  York  and  IJoston,  and  recollect- 
ing the  time-honored  adage,  bis  dat  qui  cito  ilat  (he  gives  doubly  who  gives  (juickly), 
ill  the  shortest  possible  time,  and  at  the  most  inclement  season  of  the  year,  behold 
the  noble  steam-ships  wending  their  way  southward  freighted  with  provisions,  accom- 
panied by  the  committees,  whose  whole-souled  philanihroiiy  has  been  their  only 
guide.  These  ships,  this  acceptable  freight,  these  philanthrdpic  gentlemen  of  the 
committees  of  New  York  and  Boston  are  here,  and  it  is  to  give  you  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  your  heartfelt  gr.atitude  that  you  have  met  together  this  day.  I  do 
not  envy  the  man  who  is  not  willing  to  join  heartily  and  sincerely  in  this  expression 
of  feeling,  but  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  such  within  the  sound  of  my  voice.  I 
hope  that  this  day  will  prove  that  the  citizens  of  Savannah  .justly  apj)reci!itc  the 
generosity  of  New  Y'ork  and  Boston,  and  that  they  will  further  show  that  they  look 
upon  the  action  as  the  oli\  e  branch  of  peace,  and  that  they  will  meet  it  on  their  part 
by  the  fairest,  frankest  acceptance  of  it  as  such.  Such,  from  what  I  have  seen,  I 
believe  to  be  the  prevalent  sentiment  of  our  people.  War  stirs  up  the  very  founda- 
tions of  society.  We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  jarring  elements,  but  a  ray  of  light  is 
dawning.  We  may  expect  that  it  will  lead  to  a  m<)re  perfect  day,  and  we  must  in 
the  meantime  endeavor  to  profit  by  the  words  of  Saint  Paul :  "  Tribulation  worketh 
patience,  and  patience  experience,  and  experience  hope." 

He  then  introduced  to  the  meeting  the  following  gentlemen:  Messrs. 
Archibald  Baxter,  0.  H.  P.  Babcock,  Frank  Lathrop,  representatives 
of  the  city  of  New  York;  Messr.s.  H.  O.  BriggKS,  W.  H.  Baldwin,  II.  D. 
Hyde,  representatives  of  the  city  of  Boston ;  Mr.  L.  li.  Chittenden,  one 
of  the  owners  of  the  steamer  Eebecca  Clyde;  Mr.  John  M.  Gliddcn, 
one  of  the  owners  of  the  steamer  Greyhound ;  Captain  Veale,  U.  S. 
Army,  and  Lieutenant  Chariot,  U.  S.  Army,  acting  with  the  relief  com- 
mittee on  part  of  the  military  authorities. 

On  motion,  the  chair  aiipointed  the  following  committee  of  thirteen 
gentlemen  to  report  resolutions,  viz:  Wylly  Woodbridge,  ]^.  B.  Knapp, 
T.  E.  Mills,  William  Hunter.  G.W.  Wylly,  E.  Tadelford,  A.  Champion, 
A.  A.  Solomons,  John  McMahon,  Isaac  Cohen,  T.  J.  Walsh,  John  E. 
Wilder,  H.  A.  Crane. 

During  the  absence  of  the  committee,  by  invitation  of  the  chairman, 
the  meeting  was  eloquently  and  appropriately  addressed  by  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen,  viz:  Messrs.  Baxter,  Chittenden,  Briggs,  Baldwin,  and 
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Hyde,  and  Captain  Yeale,  TJ.  S.  Army.  The  committee  having  returned, 
reported,  through  their  chairman,  Wylly  Woodbridge,  esq.,  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted : 

The  spontaneous  ami  unsolicited  liberality  and  benevolence  of  the  citizens  of  New 
York  and  Boston,  in  raising  contributions  and  purchasiuR  and  forwarding  provis- 
ions for  the  use  of  the  destitute  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  call  for  no  ordinary  expres- 
sion on  the  part  of  its  citizens.  Depi'ived  for  years  of  all  external  trade,  cut  off 
from  the  commercial  world  by  a  rigid  blockade,  the  resouices  of  the  town  were 
gradually  -wasted  away,  until  we  had  reached  thi^  point  of  almost  positive  starva- 
tion when  the  occupation  by  the  army  of  General  Sherman  took  place.  This  transi- 
tion state  of  society  complicates  our"  situation.  The  military  power  must  obtain, 
so  long  as  any  portion  of  the  Southern  States  maintain  an  armed  resistance  to  the 
Union.  Civif  government  cannot  bo  established  nor  the  channels  of  ordinary  inter- 
course be  opened.  While  this  lasts  the  people  are  comparatively  helpless.  Such  is 
the  situation  of  Savannah,  and  such,  in  succes.sion,  will  be  the  condition  of  the  vari- 
ous portions  of  the  country  as  they  again  fall  into  i)Ossession  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. The  hand  of  sympathy  iind  fellowship  so  generously  extended  to  us  by 
the  citizens  of  New  York  and  Boston,  affords  the  most  gratifying  evidence  that 
a  large  portion  of  our  Northern  fellow-citizens  are  desirous  of  re-establishing  the 
amicable  relations  whichformerly  exisited  between  the  various  sections  of  our  wide- 
spread Eepublic,  and  ought  to  carry  conviction  to  every  unprejudiced  mind  that  there 
is  but  one  course  to  pursue,  and  that  is  to  aim  at  a  speedy  termination  of  the  unfor- 
tunate strife  which  has  been  devastating  the  country  for  nearly  four  years.  Having 
appealed  to  arms  to  decide  the  question,  the  weaker  party  in  such  a  contest  must 
abide  the  issue  of  events  and  cannot  dictate  terms.  But  the  proclamation  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  has  pointed  out  the  only  way  in  which  the  I'nited  States,  with  their 
unexhausted  and  inexhaustible  materials  of  war,  will  consent  to  peace,  and  one  of 
the  largest  meetings  ever  held  in  this  city,  on  the  28th  of  December,  placed  the  peo- 
])le  of  Savannah  in  the  category  presented  by  xho  Chief  Magistrate.  The  meeting 
called  to-day  to  convey  the  thanks  of  our  citizens  to  the  generous  donors  of  the  pro- 
visions which  are  to  be  distributed  gratuitously  to  the  needy  is  the  direct  fruit  of 
this  action,  dictated  as  it  was  by  the  reasonable  hope  of  retrieving  the  mistakes  of 
the  past  and  re-establishing  as  far  as  x>ossible  the  prosperity  which  once  blessed  our 
land.  Whatever  may  be  the  action  of  the  United  States  Government  in  the  future, 
this  meeting  has  to-day  a  duty  to  perform  to  the  citizens  of  New  Y^ork  and  Boston 
in  giving  expression  to  the  sentiment  of  the  town  in  relation  to  the  munificent 
bounty  of  which  it  is  the  grateful  r(;cipient.  The  city  is  in  the  same  condition  as  it 
was  when  the  meeting  of  the  28th  of  December  was  held.  The  great  difficulty  is  in 
the  fact  that  the  people  are  without  remunerative  industrial  occuj)ation,  which  the 
early  opening  of  our  port  would  speedily  relieve.  Let  ns  hope  that  this  may  be 
remedied  in  reasonable  time.  Meanwhile  the  contributions  of  our  generous  donors 
are  literally  a  Godsend,  for,  as  the  scanty  resources  of  living  which  were  in  the  city 
when  captured  have  been  gradually  consumed,  literal  starvation  stared  ns  in  the 
face.  We  are  now  relieved  from  any  immediate  fear  of  this  calamity,  and  liave  at 
least  respite  until  the  present  chaotic  elements  of  our  situation  shall  subside  into 
order.     Be  it,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  Savannah  tender  their  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  to  the  New  York  Commercial  Association  of  the 
Produce  Exchange,  and  all  the  liberal  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who  con- 
tributed means  to  purchase  provisions,  and  also  to  the  New  York  and  Washington 
Steamship  Company,  which  so  generously  placed  the  steam-ship  Rebecca  Clyde  at 
the  sei'vice  of  the  committee  for  the  transportation  of  the  i)rovisions  hither. 

liesolred,  That  the  same  acknowledgment  is  due  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  for  their 
prompt  and  liberal  action  in  raising  contributions  and  sending  out  provisions  for 
the  relief  of  our  citizens,  and  also  to  the  owners  of  the  steam-ship  Greyhound  for 
their  generosity  in  fni-nishing  transportation  for  the  provisions;  and  that  the  place 
of  their  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall,  the  cradle  of  American  Liberty  in  the  days  of  our 
common  struggle  ibr  independence,  was  an  appropriate  one  for  the  renewal  of  those 
ties  which  then  bound  ilassaohusetts  and  Georgia  in  a  common  bond.  The  eloquent 
and  touching  letter  of  the  Boston  Relief  Committee  to  an  unfortunate  people  is 
treasured  for  the  children  of  many  a  family. 

Hesolred,  That  these  expressions  are  not  alone  an  oft'ering  from  those  whose  neces- 
sities may  induce  them  to  accept  the  bounty  so  liberally  bestowed,  but  are  the  wide 
utterance  of  a  grateful  community. 

licsolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  citizens  of  Savannah  are  eminently  due,  and  are 
hereby'  gratefully  returned,  to  Col.  Julian  Allen,  of  New  York,  for  his  kindness  in 
offering  to  advance  the  funds  and  to  make  purchases  for  the  corporate  authorities 
of  the  city  of  Savannah,  until  he  could  be  reimbursed  by  shipments  of  rice,  and  also 
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for  his  philantrophio  exertions  in  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  citizens  of  New  York 
and  Boston  the  destitute  condition  of  our  people,  of  which  he  became  personally 
cognizant  while  among  us. 

lieaolved,  That  our  most  cordial  thanks  are  due,  and  are  hereby  returned,  to  Messrs. 
Archibald  Baxter,  H.  P.  Babcock,  and  Frank  Latbrop,  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  New  York  contributors,  and  to  Mr.  L.  E.  Chittenden,  and  the  other  owners  of 
the  Rebecca  Clyde;  and  to  Messrs.  H.  O.  Hriggs,  W.  H.  Baldwin, and  Henry  D. 
Hyde,  committee  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  who  at  this  inclement  season 
of  the  year  have  sacrificed  the  comforts  of  homo  and  braved. the  privations  of  a 
winter  voyage  to  fulfill  their  mission  of  mercy,  and  also  to  Mr.  Glidden,  and  the 
other  owners  of  the  steamer  Greyhound,  for  her  gratuitous  use  in  conveying  the  pro- 
visions. 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  Savannah  heard  with  profound  regret  of  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  Edward  Everett.  His  name  auil  lame  are  the  common  pride  of  the 
country,  but  the  city  of  Savannah  will  claim  to  hold  in  especial  remembrance  the 
fact  that  the  last  public  act  of  his  life  was  in  behalf  of  her  suffering  people,  and 
under  circumstances  which  evinced  that  the  kindness  of  his  heart  was  not  even 
exceeded  by  the  brilliancy  of  his  intellect.  They  knew  he  was  great,  they  feel  he 
was  good. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Wilbur,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolicd,  That  special  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  forwarded  to 
his  honor  the  mayor;  to  the  President  of  the  United  States;  the  president  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York;  the  president  of  the  Produce 
Exchange  of  New  Y'ork;  to  General  W.  T.  Sherman;  to  Albert  G.  Browne,  esq.. 
Treasury  agent;  to  Col.  Julian  Allen,  of  Now  York;  to  his  honor  the  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  the  president  of  the  Board  of  T.rade  of  Boston. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned. 

R.  D.  AENOLD, 

Mayor  of  Savannah. 
JOHN  OAMMELL, 

Secretary. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  oi'  the  Tennessee, 

January  30,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
General  :  My  headquarters  are  out  five  miles  from  yours.  I  find 
the  road  excellent,  for  the  most  part  high  and  sandy,  very  much  like 
the  road  you  traveled  from  Millen  to  Station  No.  2.  The  road  was 
obstructed  about  a  mile  ahead,  and  about  four  miles  farther  on  the 
milldam  (McTier's)  was  cut  and  the  road  said  to  be  flooded.  Just  in 
my  rear  is  the  crossroad  to  McPhersonville.  We  have  picked  up 
about  forty  head  of  cattle;  scarcely  any  forage,  however.  General 
Blair's  corps  is  now  going  into  camp. 
Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C,  January  30, 1865. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
General  :  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  a  party  of  rebels,  some 
twenty  in  number,  have  been  seen  on  the  road  between  this  place  and 
Pocotaligo  or  Salkehatchie.    One  man  was  tired  upon  and  his  horse 
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shot,  and  I  fear  au  ambulance  captured.  If  you  send  me  any  dis- 
patclies  please  send  tbern  well  escorted.  I  shall  patrol  and  picket  well 
to  the  rear. 


liesi^ectfuUy, 


O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqks.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  S.  V.,  January  30,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
General  :  General  Logan  has  gone  into  camp,  his  head  of  column 
being  in  McPhersonville.  General  Blair'.s  escort  in  reconuoiteiing  the 
country  came  upon  some  forty  rebels  at  Tennant's  Branch,  drove 
them  off  and  crossed  the  creek.  The  report  I  made  to  you  concerning 
the  breaking  of  the  dam  was  a  mistake.  The  rebels  made  an  attempt  to 
break  it  but  failed.  The  rebels  are  reported  in  force  at  Broxton's 
Bridge  (the  next  this  side  of  Eivers'  Post-Oftice  Bridge),  with  some 
works  beyond  the  Salkehatchie.  Inclosed  please  find  the  Charleston 
Mercury  for  January  23,  1SG5. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  Gen  eral. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
General:  The  general-in-chief  desires  me  to  say  that  he  is  waiting 
anxiously  to  hear  from  Major-General  Slocum,  in  order  that  he  may 
know  that  all  is  ready,  and  will  then  make  orders  for  moving.  General 
Slocum  has  orders  to  report  his  readiness.  The  general  wishes  you  to 
hold  your  command  in  readiness  and  prepared  to  reach  Hickory  Hill 
Post-Office  the  next  march;  also  to  have  General  Blair  reconnoiter,  with 
a  view  of  learning  if  there  be  a  practicable  road  for  communicatioia  and 
marching  from  McPhersonville  to  liobertsville.  There  are  a  lot  of 
recruits,  tScc,  here  that  will  report  to  you  to-night  or  in  the  morning. 
The  general  says  if  you  have  arms  you  may  put  them  to  duty,  but  if 
not  and  cannot  make  good  use  of  them,  you  may  return  them  to  Beaufort 
if  you  wish.  The  general  does  not  wish  you  to  move  beyond  your 
present  position  until  all  are  ready  and  orders  made. 
1  am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  thk  Tennessee, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  January  30,  1865. 
Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  Inclosed  please  find  recommendation  concerning  Captain 
Bedford.    I  like  your  (ienoral  Orders,  No.  5,  except  the  last  paragraph, 
to  which  I  am  afraid  the  War  Department  will  make  some  objections. 
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It  -would  liave  been  better  to  have  stopped  with  the  word  absence.  I 
have,  however,  such  confidence  in  you,  captain,  as  to  believe  you  will 
in.no  oiivse  exceed  the  authority  necessary  to  the  public  service.  I  have 
recommended  Captain  Bedford  to  be  mustered  out  of  service,  because 
he  did  not  come  straight  to  me,  and  I  understand  has  intimated  his 
wish  to  leave  the  service  sooner  than  come  in  the  field.  From  what  1 
have  heard,  I  pi'esunie  General  Meagher  will  be  down  with  about  8,000 
men  belonging  to  our  army.  Please  consult  with  General  Poster  as  to 
a  ])lacefor  encamping  them,  and  hold  them  ready  to  join  me  at  the 
first  opportunity.  Aslc  General  Meagher  to  look  particularly  as  to 
completeness  in  equipment,  discipline,  and  drill.  Please  write  me  a 
note  whenever  you  send  any  papers,  connnunicating  with  me  freely 
and  confidentially  as  you  choose. 
Respectfully, 

().  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 

[Iiiclo.sHre.] 

HD(iRS.  Department  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Focotnligo,  S.  C,  January  39,  18G'j. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Totvnsend, 

Asuintant  Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Wanhinffton,  D.  C: 
General:  I  liave  the  honor  to  recommend  that  Oapt.  Wimer  Bed- 
ford, assi.stant  adjutant  general,  be  mustered  out  of  the  U.  S.  service. 
Gai)tain  Bedford  has  done  his  duty  well,  but  now,  I  understand,  pre- 
fers some  other  than  field  service.  There  is  no  necessity  for  his  serv- 
ices in  my  adjutant's  ofQce,  except  in  the  field. 
Respectfullv, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


General       )         Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  [  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

j(o.  7.  )  J"'  </te  Meld,  S.  C,  January  30,  1865. 

Corps  commanders  will  issue  stringent  orders  with  reference  to  for- 
aging during  the  campaign,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  sent  to  these  head- 
quarters, limiting  the  number  of  foragers  and  reporting  daily  the  name 
of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  foraging  party  of  each  brigade,  who  will 
be  held  strictly  accountable  for  all  abuses  of  his  authority  or  improper 
conduct  of  the  men  under  his  command.  All  firing  by  foraging  parties 
other  than  that  against  the  enemy  must  be  prohibited,  as  it  would  be 
impossible  to  determine  whether  it  was  occasioned  by  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy  or  the  shooting  of  hogs,  cattle,  &c. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 
^  -'  A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C,  January  30,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
CA.PTAIN-  A  man  just  reports  that  the  rebels  are  on  our  road  in  the 
rear  near  the  forks  of  the  road  leading  to  McPhersouville;  they  cap- 
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tured  a  wagon  and  killed  the  horse  of  this  man;  they  are  dressed  in 
our  uniform.  I  have  sent  General  Smith's  mounted  men  alter  them. 
My  understanding  was  that  John  E.  Smith's  division  was  at  McPhev- 
sonville;  he  certainly  cannot  be,  or  the  rebels  could  not  be  on  this  road. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKA^v'K  P.  BLAIE,  Jk., 

Major-  General. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  January  30,  1865. 
[Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps:] 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  nie  to  say  that 
General  Logan's  headquarters  are  at  McPhersonville.  Several  com- 
munications have  been  received  from  there  this  afternoon.  He  suggests 
that  these  depredations  may  have  been  committed  by  some  of  our  own 
men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ITeadqttarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C,  January  30,  1805. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
Captain:  General  Force  rei)orts  that  he  sent  two  regiments  to  the 
Salkehatchie,  which  they  succeeded  in  reaching  by  wading  through  a 
swamp  four  feet  deep.  They  built  fires  and  chopped  timber,  making  as 
much  noise  as  possible  to  attract  the  enemy's  attention,  but  failed  to 
see  any  of  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

January  30,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  Strong, 

Assistant  Inspector-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff : 
Colonel  :  General  Blair  requests  me  to  give  you  the  result  of  the 
reconnaissance  sent  to  McTier's  Mill,  about  three  jniles  in  advance 
of  our  present  position.  The  advance  (cavalry)  first  struck  the  enemy 
about  half  a  mile  this  side  of  the  mill,  and  drove  them  without  any 
trouble  beyond  the  stream  and  swamp.  As  near  as  I  could  determine 
from  information  given  by  citizens  there  were  less  than  100  rebels  all 
told;  we  did  not  see  more  than  twenty  or  thirty.  There  has  been  a 
force  of  about  100  encamped  near  that  place  for  some  time,  consisting 
of  three  companies  of  South  Carolina  cavalry  and  one  company  of 
Wheeler's  scouts,  under  Captains  Smart,  Lowry,  and  Campbell-  all 
under  Colonel  Colcock.  They  were  under  orders  to  cross  the  river 
at  Broxton's  Bridge,  about  twenty  miles  above  this  point,  and  move 
down  the  river  toward  Salkehatchie  bridge,  whenever  we  attempted 
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to  cross  at  that  point.  This  citizen  is  now  under  the  impression  they 
will  cross  at  this  bridge  and  attempt  to  hold  it.  They  had  two  pieces 
of  artillery  with  them,  but  it  was  sent  away  some  days  ago.  He  has 
not  heard  of  any  infantry  on  this  side  of  the  river;  thinks  Wheeler  is 
over  to  our  front  and  left.  He  says  they  all  talked  as  though  they 
expected  us  to  cross  the  river  and  attack  Charleston.  A  small  bridge 
across  the  creek  was  burned,  but  will  be  repaired  befor*  morning.  We 
have  two  regiments  out  there  to  hold  the  position.  The  general  sent 
two  regiments  to  make  a  demonstration  at  the  river,  but  we  have  not 
received  any  report  from  them  yet. 

A.  HICKBISTLOOPER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector- General. 


Headquakteks  Seventeenth  Akmy  Cokps, 

January  30, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 
General  :  Major-Geueral  Blair  directs  that  you  picket  well  down 
the  road  leading  to  the  Salkehatchie  Kiver,  a  short  distance  beyond 
your  camp.    About  twenty  rebels  are  lurking  round  the  forks  of  that 
road  and  you  may  be  able  to  catch  some  of  them  in  the  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )   Hdqes.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  23.  i  In  the  Field,  S.  C,  January  30, 1865. 

III.  This  command  will  move  forward  at  —  o'clock  tomorrow  in  the 
following  order:  First,  First  Brigade;  second.  Battery  Fifteenth  Ohio; 
third,  Second  Brigade;  ambulances  and  trains  in  usual  order. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

2fo.  10.  (  In  the  Field,  January  30, 1865. 

I.  During  the  present  campaign  all  orders  regulating  the  march 
from  Atlanta  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  will  remain  in  force.  Foraging  par- 
ties will  be  at  once  organized  by  brigade  commanders,  but  greater 
precaution  will  be  necessary  for  their  safety.  They  will  receive  their 
instructions  each  morning  from  brigade  commanders,  to  whom  they 
must  report  on  their  return  at  night  with  their  whole  number  of  men. 
Eations  will  be  issued  in  proportion  to  the  amount  brought  in  by  the 
foragers. 

II.  The  idea  that  the  people  of  South  Carolina  are  any  different  or 
any  more  hostile  to  our  Government  than  those  of  any  other  State  is, 
I  have  no  doubt,  by  this  time  dispelled.  We  find  here  about  the  same 
class  of  people  as  in  Georgia,  and  1  am  sure  all  good  soldiers  who  have 
wives,  sisters,  and  mothers  at  home  will  leave  a  fair  share  of  provis- 
ions for  their  maintenance. 
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III.  The  firing  of  guns  mast  at  once  be  stopped.  A  general  court- 
martial  -will  be  couA'ened  and  will  be  called  together  nightly,  or  as 
often  as  necessary,  and  men  found  firing  guns,  straggling,  entering 
houses,  pillaging,  or  conimitting  any  other  misdemeanors  will  be  sum- 
marily punished.  The  importance  of  carefully  husbanding  our  rations 
cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  all.  Better  to  go 
a  little  short  all  the  time  than  be  entirely  Avithout  at  the  close.  All 
orders  issued  on  the  march  in  which  the  troops  are  interested  should 
be  lead,  either  at  halts  or,  which  is  preferable,  before  starting  on  the 
morning  after  their  reception. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

AD.  WAKE,  Jk., 
A.stiistdnt  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

iiobertsvtUe,  *S'.  C,  January  30,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson: 

The  ma.jor-general  commanding  the  cor])s  directs  that  you  send 
at  daylight  to-morrow  morning  the  whole  of  Colonel  Selfridge's  bri- 
gade to  assist  in  repairing  the  road  from  the  upper  landing,  on  the 
Savannah  lliver,  to  the  bridge  (along  the  river). 

*  ^F  *  ^  #  ^  * 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  AV.  PEKKINS, 

Assistant  A  iJjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

>     Dept.  of  the  South,  1st  Sep.  Brig., 
2^0.  2.  )  Morris  Island^  8.  C,  January  30,  1865. 

Brigadier-general  commanding  thanks  Capt.  John  A.  Ilennessy, 
Fifty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  the  oflicers  and  men  of  his 
command  for  their  energetic  and  efficient  service  in  Charleston  Harbor 
during  the  past  two  mouths.  The  brigadier-general  especially  com- 
mends the  bold  and  spirited  enterprise  of  the  night  of  January  19,  by 
which  rebel  steamer  was  driven  aground  near  Fort  Sumter,  in  a  posi- 
tion which  enabled  our  batteries  to  destroy  her. 
By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DlCKmSON, 
Capt.,  21st  U.  iS'.  Colored  Troojjs  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  30,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Commanding  District  of  Savannah,  Department  of  the  South : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  state 
that  he  desires  the  recruiting  of  negroes  in  this  city  to  be  vigorously 
pushed  forward,  and  that  you  offer  every  facility  to  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Littlefield,  general  superintendent  volunteer  recruiting  service 
of  the  department,  in  the  establishment  of  recruiting  offices  here  for 
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tliat  purpose.  General  Littlelield  Las  beeu  instructed  to  take  no  men 
from  auj'  of  the  departments  of  the  army,  those  connected  with  the  fire 
department  of  this  city,  nor  those  now  engaged  in  tlie  forwarding  of  sup- 
plies for  General  Sherman's  army,  left  behind  by  him;  but  he  Is  not  to 
refuse  to  receive  any  who  present  themselves  and  desire  to  be  enlisted. 
If  any  trouble  arises  from  men  so  presenting  themselves  for  enlistment, 
in  consequence  of  their  services  being  required  in  the  department  where 
employed,  their  places  must  be  supplied  by  able-bodied  negroes  who 
are  now  in  the  city,  apparently  idle.  If  necessary  these  men  must  be 
pressed  into  the  service  as  laborers,  &c. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  30, 1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  S.  Littlefield, 

General  Superintendent  Volunteer  Recruiting  Service, 

Department  of  the  South,  Savannah,  Ga.  : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  state 
that,  having  come  to  this  city  on  his  verbal  orders  for  the  purpose  of 
enlisting  negroes  for  the  new  regiments  now  being  organized  in  this 
department,  you  will  limit  the  enlistment  somewhat  until  the  supplies 
for  Major-General  Sherman's  army,  left  behind  by  him,  are  all  for- 
warded, mendy  making  preliminary  arrangements  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  recruiting  oflices  in  the  city,  when  the  enlistments  will  be  vig- 
orously pushed  forward.  You  have  authority  to  go  so  far  at  present  as 
to  enlist  all  able-bodied  negroes  that  are  not  in  the  emjiloy  of  any  of 
the  departments  of  the  army  or  connected  with  the  fire  department  of 
this  city.  You  are  not,  however,  to  refuse  any  who  come  forward  and 
request  to  be  enlisted. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  30,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Carolina,  New  Berne,  W.  C. : 

General:  Major-General  Schofield,  with  the  whole  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Corps,  has  been  ordered  east  from  Tennessee  to  operate  in  Forth 
Carolina,  and  is  now  on  his  way  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.  His  force  consists 
of  21,000  effectives ;  you  will  at  once  prepare  to  receive  them.  General 
Schofield  while  operating  in  Forth  Carolina  is  to  have  command  of  all 
the  troops  in  that  State.  His  operations  will  be  directed  up  the  rail- 
road toward  Goldsborough  and  Raleigh,  and  also  ])robably  toward 
Wilmington.  I  wish  you  to  have  as  full  and  complete  information  as 
you  can  procure  in  respect  to  the  enemy's  force,  condition  of  the  roads 
toward  Goldsborough.  and  the  best  way  to  get  possession  of  the  rail- 
road without  affording  the  enemy  a  chance  to  destroy  it.  A  construc- 
tion corps,  under  General  McCallum,  will  be  ordered  from  here  to  put 
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the  railroad  ia  perfect  order,  to  change  the  gauge  to  five  feet,  and  to 
supply  it  with  locomotives  and  cars.  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to 
have  all  your  force  ready  to  take  the  field  immediately  on  General 
Schofleld's  arrival.  I  send  fuller  instructions  for  General  Schofield, 
which  I  desire  you  will  deliver  as  soon  as  you  arrive  at  Beaufort. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTERj 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Savannah,  Oa.,  January  30,  1865. 

CoMJiANDiNG  General  U.  S.  Forces, 

Mouth  of  Gape  Fear  Biver,  K  G. : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Major-General  Scho- 
field, with  the  whole  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  has  been  ordered  east 
from  Tennessee,  and  is  now  on  his  way  for  Beaufort,  N.  C.  He  will 
operate  in  North  Carolina.  This  is  to  inform  you  of  this  fact,  and  that 
Major-General  Schofield  is  to  have  command  of  all  the  forces  in  North 
Carolina,  operating  in  connection  with  General  Sherman's  movements, 
and  in  obedience  to  his  orders.  Until  such  times  as  you  receive  orders 
from  General  Schofield  you  will  act  upon  your  present  orders,  and  in 
case  any  new  circumstances  arise  to  vary  them  you  will  act  according 
to  your  best  judgment. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Gomdg.  Department  of  the  South. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  30,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Gommanding  Twenty-third  Army  Gorps : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  of 
instruction  from  Major-General  Sherman  to  me.*  By  it  you  will  see 
that  you  are  to  operate  in  North  Carolina,  in  connection  with  the  move- 
ments of  General  Sherman  through  South  Carolina,  and  to  be  prepared 
to  receive  him  at  Goldsborough,  N.  C,  having  the  railroad  from  Beau- 
fort up  in  perfect  order,  so  that  his  army  may  be  quickly  supplied  while 
operating  in  North  Carolina.  You  are  to  have  command  of  all  the 
troops  in  the  State.  Tliese  include  General  Palmer's  forces,  originally 
in  the  District  of  North  Carolina,  and  General  Terry's  force,  at  the 
mouth  of  Cape  Fear  Eiver.  General  Palmer  has  been  ordered  to  pre- 
pare for  the  reception  of  your  force,  and  to  obtain  all  the  necessary 
information  respecting  the  enemy's  force,  the  condition  of  the  roads 
toward  Goldsborough  and  the  best  way  to  get  possession  of  the  railroad 
without  giving  the  enemy  a  chance  to  destroy  it.  When  I  marched  to 
Goldsborough  to  destroy  the  railroad  there  in  December,  1863  [1862],  my 
force  consisted  of  12,000  men,  and  I  succeeded  in  accomplishing  the 
object  against  superior  forces  by  deceiving  the  enemy  as  to  the  route. 
I  marched  about  half  the  way  to  Kinston  upon  the  direct  road,  then 
throwing  forward  a  cavalry  force  directly  toward  Kinston  to  conceal 

'  See  29tii,  p.  163. 
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the  movement,  I  struck  oft'  to  the  left,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
passage  of  the  Southwest  Creek,  at  what  is  called  the  fourth  crossing, 
before  the  enemy  could  concentrate  to  oppose  it.  Southwest  Creek  has 
four  crossings,  one  between  the  main  road  and  the  mouth  of  the  creek. 
The  creek  here  has  firm  banks,  and  is  favorable  for  throwing  a  bridge 
across  and  forcing  a  passage.  The  second  crossing  is  where  the  main 
road  to  Kinston  crosses,  and  is  very  unfavorable,  as  the  enemy  can  hold 
the  narrow  causeway,  which  is  a  milldam,  along  which  the  road  passes, 
with  a  comparatively  small  force.  In  forcing  a  passage  in  this  vicinity 
the  crossing  should  be  made  below  the  dam,  between  that  and  the 
month  of  the  creek.  The  crossings,  three  and  four,  higher  up  the 
stream,  are  more  unfavorable,  unless  secured  by  surprise,  on  account  of 
the  marshy  nature  of  the  banks  on  one  side  or  the  other. 

We  fought  the  battle  of  Kinston  between  the  creek  and  the  river, 
and  pursued  so  rapidly  after  breaking  the  enemy  as  to  secure  the  bridge 
crossing  the  river  into  the  town  of  Kinston.  I  then  made  a  feint  to 
advance  up  the  road  to  Goldsborough,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 
This,  however,  is  a  difficult  route  to  take  if  the  enemy  be  in  strong 
force,  as  the  road  crosses  three  or  four  creeks,  behind  which  the  enemy 
had,  even  at  that  time,  pi  ovided  strong  defenses.  After  feinting,  there- 
fore, toward  Goldsborough,  on  the  north  side,  I  recrossed  the  bridge  and 
advanced  rapidly  up  the  south  bank.  The  road  here  is  higher,  sandier, 
and  altogether  better  than  that  on  the  north  bank.  There  are  no  bridges 
on  the  river  until  between  Kinston  and  Goldsborough,  and  only  one 
ford  at  extreme  low  water  a  few  miles  below  White  11  all.  There  are 
no  defiles  on  the  road  that  cannot  readily  be  forced.  The  country  is 
open  and  good.  Upon  arriving  at  Goldsborough  the  river  can  be  crossed 
either  on  the  railroad  bridge,  to  be  in  possession  of  the  town,  or  by  the 
country  bridge,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  above  the  railroad  bridge. 
I  have  ascertained  since  that  time  the  enemy  have  erected  stronger 
works  at  Kinston,  and  they  may  also  have  erected  works  to  defend  the 
bridges  at  Goldsborough.  Both,  however,  can  be  turned  by  taking  a 
more  circuitous  march  in  attacking  either  place.  The  railroad  bridge 
at  Kinston  was  partially  destroyed  by  the  rebels,  and  about  two  miles 
and  a  half  of  the  railroad  between  it  and  Core  Creek  was  taken  up. 
The  bridge  at  Core  Creek  was  destroyed  by  our  troops,  but  General 
Palmer  ought  to  be  able  to  rebuild  it  by  the  time  you  get  there.  Gen- 
eral McCallum,  with  a  corps  of  several  hundred  railroad  construction- 
ists, has  been  ordered  to  North  Carolina  to  put  the  road  from  Beaufort 
to  Goldsborough  in  perfect  repair,  to  change  the  gauge  to  five  feet,  and 
to  provide  new  locomotives  and  cars.  While  engaged  in  this  work  he 
must  have  the  whole  control  of  the  management  of  the  road  and  of  the 
shops  from  which  he  will  have  to  depend  for  the  necessary  repairs.  If 
General  McCallum  be  absent.  Colonel  Wright,  his  assistant,  will  exer- 
cise a  like  control,  under  your  orders.  The  object  is  to  have  the  road 
repaired  and  fitted  in  every  respect,  so  as  to  convey  rapidly  sufficient 
supplies  to  Goldsborough  for  General  Sherman's  army  when  it  arrives 
there.  The  extension  will  eventually  be  made  to  Ealeigh,  also  toward 
Wilmington  and  Weldon. 

General  Sherman  expects  you  to  get  possession  of  the  radroad  to 
Goldsborough  as  soon  as  possible,  and  have  its  reconstruction  com- 
menced and  completed.  If  you  cannot  occupy  the  whole  road,  by 
reason  of  the  enemy's  strength,  you  must  occupy  as  high  up  as  pos- 
sible—at  any  rate,  to  get  possession  of  it  as  far  as  Kinston.  If  the 
enemy's  force  has  moved  down  in  South  Carolina  to  meet  General  Sher- 
man you  will  not  follow,  but  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  afforded 
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to  seize  both  Ealeish  and  Wilmington.  General  Sherman  has  moved 
today  fiom  Pocotaligo  with  the  Right  Wing  of  his  arnij'.  The  Left 
Wing  also  marches  to  day  from  the  vicinity  of  Sister's  Ferry,  on  the 
Savannah  Eiver.  His  army  is  as  strong  in  every  way  and  in  as  good 
spirits  as  when  it  left  Savannah.  He  will  move  toward  Columbia, 
turning  Branchville,  and  cut  all  the  railroad  around  about  Columbia 
and  Camden.  He  may  or  may  not  attack  Branchville.  After  devas- 
tating the  State  as  much  as  he  intends  he  will  strike  for  Goldsborough 
or  Kaleigh  if  you  succeed  in  getting  them.  I  hardly  think  he  will  come 
in  at  Wilmington,  although  circumstances  may  induce  him  to  do  so. 
He  may  also  possibly  touch  sea  coast  at  Georgetown  before  going  into 
North  Carolina.  He  will  probably  be  at  Goldsborough  or  in  communi- 
cation with  you  between  the  5th  and  15th  of  March.  While  he  is  mov- 
ing in  the  interior  1  shall  operate  with  all  tlie  movable  force  that  I  have 
along  the  coast  in  the  form  of  demonstrations,  and  if  the  enemy  are 
fools  enough  to  leave  any  point  unguarded  we  hope  to  be  wise  enough 
to  profit  by  it.  My  force,  however,  is  very  small,  only  15,000  effectives, 
nearly  all  of  which  is  absorbed  in  garrisons.  I  can  only  move  a  small 
division  of  3,000  men,  under  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  in  his  co  operating 
movements  along  the  coast.  I  send  Major  Anderson,  of  my  staff,  who 
will  explain  to  you  any  details  that  I  have  omitted  to  write  with 
respect  to  your  movements,  my  own  force.  General  Sherman's  intended 
movements,  and  my  own. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE. 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Gomdg.  Department  of  the  South. 


Beooklyn,  N.  Y.,  January  30,  1865. 

(Eeceived  10  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  came  too  late  for  reply  by  mail.  I 
wished  to  say  that  the  board  1  am  on  has  nothing  to  do  now,  as  Ames' 
guns  will  not  be  ready  for  some  weeks.  I  would  like  to  be  relieved 
from  it  for  more  important  duty. 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major-General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  30,  1865—11.50  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmorb, 

BrooUyn,  N.  Y. : 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  repair  to  Hilton  Head  and 
relieve  General  Foster  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  South. 
General  Foster  has  a  leave  of  absence. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Brooklyn,  F.  1 .,  January  30, 1865. 

(Received  2.46  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.W.  Halleck: 

Your  dispatch  ordering  me  to  the  Department  of  the  South  is 
received. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-General. 
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City  Point,  Va„  January  31, 1865—7  a.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M,  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  Tfar,  Washington: 
Please  inform  General  Scbofield  that  since  my  absence  Mahone's 
division,  about  5,000  strong,  has  gone  sou+li.    My  opinion  is,  however, 
they  will  not  stop  at  Wilmington.    It  is  important  that  Schofleld 
should  move  without  delay. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  31,  1865—11.30  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  1.20  p,  m.) 
Hon,  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Please  constitute  North  Carolina  a  department  for  present  purposes, 
Major-General  Schofield  in  command,  subject  to  Sherman's  orders.  It 
is  impossible  for  Foster  to  give  orders  from  Hilton  Head  as  well  as  I 
can  from  here.  I  will  give  General  Schofield  all  his  orders  and  instruc- 
tions until  Sherman  gets  in  reach  of  him. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


Washington,  January  31, 1865 — 5.30  p.  m, 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 
The  Department  of  North  Carolina,  with  Schofleld  in  command,  has 
been  ordered  as  you  requested. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orbees,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  12.  I  Washington,  January  31, 1865. 

The  Military  Department  of  North  Carolina  is  hereby  constituted  to 
consist  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  which  is  detached  from  the 
Department  of  the  South.  Major-General  Schofleld  is  assigned  to  the 
command.  The  department  will,  until  further  instructions,  be  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  and  control  of  Major-General  Sherman. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  49.  )  Washington,  January  31, 1865. 

«  ♦  *  *  #  #  # 

47.  The  telegraphic  order  of  January  30, 1865,  from  this  Department, 
directing  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  to  repair  to  Hil- 
ton Head,  S.  C,  and  relieve  Major-General  Foster,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  is  hereby  confirmed. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 
^  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington  City,  January  31,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  t^avannah,  Ga.  : 

General  :  Tbe  arrival  of  your  army  on  the  Atlantic  coast  increases 
very  considerably  tbe  Avater  transportation  required  of  this  department, 
and  in  view  of  this  fact  1  beg  to  suggest  that  your  chief  quartermaster 
be  reminded  of  the  importance  of  ordering  to  New  York  all  sea  steam- 
ers at  the  earliest  moment  they  can  be  spared.  I  am  satisfied  that  ves- 
sels are  detained  at  different  ]>oiuts,  unloading  and  from  other  causes, 
longer  than  they  should  be.  I  Avould  also  respectfully  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  great  saving  that  could  be  made  on  freights  if  a  reasonable 
notice  could  be  given  to  the  department  of  the  stores  required  to  be 
shipped.  The  commissary  department  should  give  thirty  days'  notice 
of  the  amount  of  subsistence  stores  required  for  your  army,  when  they 
could  be  sent  in  sailing  vessels  at  half  the  expense.  At  present  nearly 
every  requisition  is  accompanied  by  an  urgent  request  that  the  stores 
or  troops  be  sent  forward  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  when,  of  course, 
steamers  have  to  be  employed.  Very  large  coastwise  movements  of 
troops  during  the  past  mouth  and  at  the  present  time  absorb  nearly 
every  sea-going  steamer  of  the  Northern  ports.  No  sooner  is  a  steamer 
built  by  private  enterprise  for  a  particular  line  than,  under  urgent 
demand,  it  is  taken  up  by  the  (Quartermaster's  Department. 

As  an  instance  of  the  great  expenditures  arising  from  these  sudden 
movements  I  refer  to  tlie  steamer  Monterey,  which  was  ordered  to  the 
Department  of  the  South  with  cargo  of  commissary  stores.  She  is  of 
1,030  tons  burden,  and  was  absent  over  fifty  days  at  an  expense  of 
about  §25,000,  besides  the  cost  of  the  coal  she  consumed.  She  lay 
many  days  idle  in  the  harbors  and  rivers  of  the  coast  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  made  one  or  two  trips  from  Savannah  to  Beaufort  with 
wagons  and  ambulances,  and  cost  the  United  States  for  her  service 
some  $25,000.    Every  idle  day  cost  $403. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster  and  Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  January  31,  1865. 
General  Howard: 

General  Slocum  has  not  yet  reported.  I  don't  see  how  any  of  the 
enemy  can  be  to  your  rear.  If  so,  they  should  be  caught;  for  there  is 
no  escape  for  them  except  into  swamps,  where  our  men  can  follow  on 
foot.  The  commanding  officer  at  Ooosawhatchie  says  negroes  just 
from  Barnwell  report  that  our  troops  engaged  the  enemy  over  about 
Lawtonville  and  were  driving  them  rapidly  beyond.  We  will  start 
to-morrow,  anyhow. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee 

In  the  Field,  January  31,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  Comdg.  Mil.  Biv.  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  General  Force  has  been  continuing  a  reconnaissance  wiih 
two  regiments  to  my  right  rear,  along  the  Salkehatchie.    By  cutting 
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trees  and  other  demonstrations  be  has  succeeded  in  drawing  the  fire  of 
a  rebel  battery,  which  will  account  for  the  occasional  tiring.  General 
Logan  linds  his  road  badly  obstructed.  He  lias  cleared  out  about  five 
miles  of  it  to-day.  He  finds  a  road  leading  to  the  left  from  Brailsford- 
ville,  but  it  is  swampy  and  bad.  A  road  to  the  left  of  General  Blair's 
front  has  a  bridge  destroyed.  I  have  concluded  to  keep  the  detach- 
ment of  recruits,  mostly  for  Kilpatrick,  though  but  few  of  them  have 
arms.  I  will  use  them  for  fatigue  duty,  clearing  away  obstructions,  &c. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAllD, 

Major- General. 

General  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  8.  J         lu  the  Field,  S.  C,  January  31, 1865. 

General  Orders,  No.  4,  dated  from  headquarters  at  Beaufort,  S.  C, 
January  24,  1865,  was  issued  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  wishes  of 
the  commanding  general.  While  he  entertains  a  high  regard  for  the 
young  men  to  whom  the  medals  of  honor  are  awarded,  and  believes 
they  deserve  substantial  reward,  yet,  as  there  is  no  established  method 
of  extending  the  same  principle  of  distribution  from  his  own  head- 
quarters to  the  entire  army,  the  said  order  is  suspended  until  the  mat- 
ter has  been  further  considered. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special        ^        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  \  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  11.  )  In  the  Field,  January  31, 1865. 

I.  The  following  will  be  the  order  of  marcli  to-morrow,  commencing 
at  7  a.  m. :  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Logan  com- 
manding, will  march  to  Hickory  Hill  Post-OfiQce,  the  head  of  his  column 
reaching  to  the  intersection  of  the  road  leading  to  Whippy  Swamp  I'ost- 
Office.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  command- 
ing, will  move  along  the  Salkehatchie  road,  crossing  Whippy  Swamp 
with  at  least  one  division.  The  wagon  train  of  these  headquarters  will 
follow  the  leading  division  of  General  Blair's  coips.  The  bridge  train 
will  follow  the  division  second  in  column  of  General  Blair's  corps.  In 
case  anything  should  interrupt  communication  with  Major-General 
Logan's  command,  he  will  endeavor  to  reach  Angley's  Post-Office  in 
the  next  day's  march,  to  which  there  are  two  routes  open  to  him,  one 
by  the  way  of  Whippy  Swamp  Post-Oflfice  and  the  Whippy  Swamp 
road,  the  otlier  by  the  Coosawhatchie  Swamp  road  and  the  road  leading 
from  buck  Branch  Post  OflQce  to  Angley's  Post-Oflice. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Ifo.  22.  <,  McPhersonville,  IS.  C,  January  31, 1865. 

V.  The  march  will  be  resumed  by  this  division  in  the  direction  of 
Hickory  Hill  Post  Office  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  February  1,  the  Second 
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Brigade  Laving  the  advance.  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Woods  (wliose 
brigade  marches  in  rear)  will  detail  a  rear  guard  and  escort  for  the 
trains  as  required  by  Special  Orders,  No.  20,  January  29,  from  these 
headquarters.  Lieutenant  MacCahill  will  move  five  of  his  ordnance 
wagons  immediately  in  rear  of  the  troops,  four  to  be  loaded  with 
infantry  ammunition,  the  remaining  one  with  artillery. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  0.  R.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Gemeral. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field.,  S.  C,  January  31,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  Clark, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  one  regi- 
ment infantry  in   readiness  to  move,  at  a  moment's  notice,  out   on 
road  with  pioneer  corps,  under  direction  of  Captain  Klostermann, 
chief  engineer  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Near  MoPhersonviUe,  S.  C,  January  31, 1865. 
Capt.  S.  M.  BUDLONG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Tourtel- 
lotte,  in  charge  of  all  transportation,  detachments,  &c.,  left  at  Beau- 
fort, S.  C. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  T.  CLAEK, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  January  31,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr.,  y      ^         - 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Some  recruits  belonging  to  the  cavalry,  Twentieth  and 
Fourteenth  Corps,  have  just  arrived.  I  will  assign  oflicers  to  command 
them,  and  wish  you  would  assign  them  to  one  of  your  divisions  until 
we  can  turn  them  over  to  their  respective  commands.  You  can  draw 
on  them  for  fatigue  duty,  &c. 
Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 

Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps 

No.  28.  I  In  the  Field,  8.  C,  January  31,  'l865 

*  *  *  *  •  #  '     , 

III.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movement   to-morrow- 
First.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move  in  advance" 
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Starting  at  7  a.  m.  Second.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First 
Division,  will  move  his  command  forward  at  7  a.  ra.  on  the  direct  road 
Third.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow 
General  Mower,  being  prepared  to  move  at  8  o'clock.  Fourth.  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  follow  Gen- 
eral Force,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9  o'clock.  Fifth.  The  bridge 
train  will  move  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division.  Sixth.  The  train  of  these 
headquarters  and  of  department  headquarters  will  follow  the  First 
Division. 

IV.  The  train  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  until 
further  orders  move  with  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 
»»*#*♦ 

By  command  of  Maj.  Geu.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Je., 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Jamiary  31, 1865. 
Capt.  C.  Cable, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  took  at  noon  two  regi- 
ments to  make  a  demonstration  before  the  rebel  works  guarding  the 
crossing  at  the  burnt  pontoons.  The  work  appears  to  stand  nearly  700 
yards  beyond  the  river.  The  space  between  it  and  the  river,  and  for 
100  yards  on  this  side,  has  been  cleared  by  felling  timber.  Goiug  in 
advance  with  a  staff  oiflcer  and  half  a  dozen  of  the  Twentieth  Illinois 
into  this  open  space  we  drew  their  fire,  and  found  they  had  one  gun 
and  apparently  less  than  100  men.  I  then  pushed  forward  two  com- 
panies of  sharpshooters  (one  each  from  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Wis- 
consin) to  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  rebels  promptly  re  enforced  the 
ibrt  with  another  gun  and  a  regiment  with  its  colors.  Silencing  their 
fire,  I  set  forty  axineu  to  work  felling  large  trees  on  the  edge  of  the  open 
space,  but  out  of  sight  of  the  work.  At  the  sound  of  the  axes  the  rebels 
opened  again  with  their  two  guns  and  extended  their  musketry  farther 
down  the  river.  Their  aim,  however,  was  made  uncertain  by  our  skir- 
mish fire.  At  3.30  I  recalled  the  skirmishers  and  sent  them  and  the 
axmen  back  to  camp,  as  they  had  to  wade  up  to  their  hips  to  get  to 
the  river.  The  regiments  meanwhile,  remaining  on  the  bank  in  au 
open  field,  nearly  a  mile  from  the  river,  had  made  two  piles  of  rails  in 
lines  to  represent  a  division  camp  in  two  lines.  I  sent  a  company  down 
to  the  river  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  crossing  over  and  learning  the 
deception.  I  then  returned  to  camp  at  sunset,  leaving  instructions  to 
light  the  fires  at  dark,  to  move  back  to  camp  at  C.30,  and  as  the  troops 
move  to  sound  tattoo  with  bugles  and  field  music  disposed  along  the 
lines  so  as  to  represent  the  position  of  such  music  in  a  division  camp. 
I  left  Captain  Adams  of  my  staff  with  the  two  regiments.  No  one  was 
hurt. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  FORCE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 
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Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  January  31,  1865 — 9  a.  in. 

Major-General  SLOCtJM, 

Sisterl'i  Ferry: 
Howard  moves  Wednesday  morning  via  Hickory  Hill  and  Eivers' 
Bridge.  Commniiicate  with  nie  at  Hickory  Hill  and  follow  as  rapidly 
as  possible  by  the  old  Orangeburg  road,  by  Lawtonville,  Duck  Branch 
Post-Office,  and  Buford's  Bridge.  Let  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  keep  on 
your  left  front.  I  have  not  heard  of  your  crossing  the  Savannah  yet, 
but  negroes  report  you  pushing  the  enemy  through  Lawtonville.  Make 
the  most  possible  of  this  fine  weather. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

lioberttiviUe,  8.  C,  January  31,  1865. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Major:  My  command,  excepting  Geary's  division  with  the  Four- 
teenth Corps,  arrived  at  this  place  day  before  yesterday.  Your  dis- 
patch was  received  the  same  night,  and  by  much  effort  I  got  it  through 
to  General  Blocum,  who  happened  to  be  at  the  bluff  on  the  river  five 
miles  below.  I  found  the  road  from  this  to  the  river  under  water  from 
one  to  three  feet  deep  for  one  mile  and  a  half,  with  four  bridges  gone. 
The  point  where  the  road  from  the  Georgia  side  reaches  the  river  is 
about  three  miles  below  the  point  where  the  road  from  this  side  strikes 
the  river,  and  from  that  down  the  road  is  through  low  ground,  now 
overflowed  the  whole  distance,  and  for  three-eighths  of  a  mile  at  least 
four  to  six  feet  deep.  The  pontoon  bridge  is  laid  below,  and  parties  on 
both  ends  are  at  work  on  the  road.  It  cannot  be  made  passable,  in  the 
opinion  of  General  Slocum,  within  four  days.  The  river  is  under  a 
second  freshet,  which  has  been  very  high,  but  is  subsiding.  I  was  at 
General  Slocum's  headquarters  yesterday.  All  the  troops  had  reached 
the  high  ground  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  in  good  condition,  and 
the  transports  were  up  with  abundant  supplies. 

I  found  a  portion  of  Wheeler's  cavalry  here,  but  drove  them  out 
without  difllcnlty.  Prisoners  and  deserters  report  that  he  has  three 
divisions  near  us,  above,  with  his  headquarters  at  Lawtonville.  I 
attempted  to  communicate  with  you  on  Sunday,  but  my  messenger 
could  not  get  through. 

This  dispatch  is  sent  at  the  instance  of  General  Slocum. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major-General.  Commanding. 


CiROULAE.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Robertsville,  8.  C,  January  31, 1865. 
The  indiscriminate  pillage  of  houses  is  disgraceful  and  demoralizing 
to  this  army.    The  houses  in  this  vicinity,  of  free  negroes  even,  have 
been  stripped  of  the  necessary  bedclothes  and  of  family  apparel.     Bri- 
gade commanders  will  at  once  take  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  these 
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infamous  practices.  ISfo  foraging  or  otlier  parties  -will  be  permitted  to 
leave  camp,  except  in  charge  of  a  commissioned  officer,  who  will  be  held 
responsible  for  the  good  conduct  of  the  men  uiuler  his  cliarge. 

To  secure  the  observance  of  this  order  the  regular  daily  company 
roll  calls  will  be  rigidly  enforced  and  every  man  absent  without  per- 
mission will  be  reported  through  regimental  and  brigade  commanders 
to  division  commanders,  and  will  be  placed  in  arresL  by  his  regimental 
commander  for  punishment.  No  department  stafl'  oiflcer  will  permit 
an  enlisted  man  or  employe  in  his  department  to  leave  camp  without  a 
pass  countersigned  by  the  brigade  or  division  commander.  All  strag- 
glers without  Avritten  i)ermits  will  be  turned  over  to  the  provost- 
marshal  for  immediate  punishment. 

The  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  expects  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  all  otficers  to  put  a  sto]i  to  practices  disgraceful  to  our 
arms  and  shocking  to  humanity. 

This  order  will  be  communicated  not  only  to  die  troops  of  the  line,  but 
all  quartermasters,  commissaries,  ordnance,  ambulance,  and  all  other 
officers,  and  to  all  men  under  their  charge,  whether  civilians  or  enlisted 
men,  and  they  will  be  held  resi)onsible  that  not  a  man  of  their  com- 
mands leaves  camp  without  the  permits  of  their  respective  military 
commanders. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  January  31,  1865. 
Commanding-  Officer, 

Coosawhatchie : 
Sir:  I  send  you  four  cipher  dispatches*  for  General  Slocum.  Send 
one  via  Purysburg,  another  by  some  other  route,  and  keep  two,  one  of 
which  to  be  sent  back  to  him  by  the  first  courier  who  comes  from  him, 
and  the  last  by  another  who  may  follow.  Slocum  should  now  be  at 
Kobertsville.  His  troops  left  Savannah  on  the  25th,  and  two  divisions 
were  then  on  this  side,  at  Purysburg.  I  may  move  to-morrow  for 
Hickory  Hill  Post-Office. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

31ajor- General. 


Heabouarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Bead,  )S.  €.,  January  31, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding,  &c. : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  returned 
from  Savannah,  where  I  saw  an  officer  just  from  Sister's  Ferry  and 
obtained  from  him  the  following  report: 

The  bridge  across  the  Savannah  River  at  Sister's  Ferry  was  com- 
pleted on  the  night  of  the  30th  and  a  few  men  crossed  over  it.  A  iievv 
approach  had  to  be  made,  the  old  approach  having  been  much  washed 
by  the  water,  and  the  causeway  filled  with  torpedoes.    On  the  north 

»  See  Sherman  to  Slocum,  p.  184. 
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side  of  the  river  the  marsh  extended  for  a  mile  and  three-quarters, 
wliich  will  have  to  be  corduroyed.  This  General  Slocum  expected  to 
accomplish  to-day,  and  hoped  to  be  able  to  cross  General  Kilpatrick's 
cavalry  to  the  north  side  to-morrow  (P'ebruary  1).  He  had  communi- 
cated with  General  Williams  on  the  30th  instant  in  the  direction  of 
Eobertsville,  and  obtained  the  report  that  the  enemy  w  as  in  slight 
force  in  that  direction,  only  small  bodies  of  Wlieeler's  cavalry  being 
encountered.  General  Slocum  had  encountered  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river  only  Iverson's  brigade  of  cavalry.  General  Slocum  proposed 
to  advance  to-morrow,  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  leading,  provided  the  cause- 
way on  the  north  side  of  the  marsh  could  be  completed  in  time.  I 
learned  that  the  supplies  were  reaching  Sister's  Ferry,  but,  owing  to 
bad  management  somewhere,  rather  slowly.  General  Easton  complains 
that  it  is  owing  to  his  lack  of  boats.  I  immediately  sent  the  Naushon, 
and  also  gave  him  the  Golden  Gate,  although  at  serious  inconvenience. 
Brevet  Major  Gouraud  has  just  returned  from  North  Carolina.  IFe 
met  Generals  Grant,  Schofield,  and  Eawiins  at  Morehead  City.  None 
of  General  Schofield's  corps  had  yet  arrived.  Several  hundred  of  the 
construction  corps  had  arrived.  I  shall  also,  in  obedience  to  your 
orders,  send  forward  the  construction  corps  from  here  immediately.  I 
will  also  carry  out  your  directions  with  regard  to  demonstratioTis  as 
completely  as  possible.  I  do  not  propose  to  withdraw  any  of  General 
Hatch's  command  at  present,  but  to  send  the  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  and  a  few  hundred  men  from  this  place  under  General  Pot- 
ter to  do  all  he  can  in  demonstrations  toward  the  railroad,  and  also, 
finally,  to  advance  on  James  Island.  I  send  also  a  paper  of  the  26th 
instant,  one  of  the  latest  received.  General  Hatch  will  give  any  details 
1  may  have  omitted  to  write. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquaetees  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  0.,  January  31, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sheeman, 

(Jommanding  Military  Division,  &c. : 

Genbeal:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  your  consideration  the 
orders  and  instructions  received  from  the  War  Department  with  respect 
to  the  colored  recruitiiig  rendezvous  in  this  department,  and  to  ask 
respectfully  that  you  may  change  paragraph  5,  Special  Field  Orders, 
No.  15,  current  series,  &c.,  so  as  to  leave  the  duties  of  enlistments  and 
organization  of  negro  troops  as  they  were  established  by  the  above 
orders  and  instructions.    The  reasons  for  the  above  are  as  follows : 

First.  The  orders  from  the  War  Department,  copies  of  which  are 
inclosed,  from  Nos.  1  to  6,*  show  that  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Little- 
field  is  regularly  appointed  as  general  superintendent  of  volunteer 
recruiting  service  for  this  department,  and  has  his  rendezvous  estab- 
lished at  Hilton  Head,  in  accordance  with  above  orders  from  the  War 
Department. 

Second.  That  by  said  orders  and  by  the  letter  of  Major-General  Hal- 
leck,  of  December  21, 1864,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,*  the  power  is 


'  Omitted. 
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conferred  upon  me  to  organize  all  the  colored  men  in  the  department 
into  regiments,  and  to  appoint  their  officers  for  confirmation  by  the 
President,  and  to  have  them  carefully  drilled  and  exercised. 

Third.  Acting  under  your  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  15,  Brevet 
Major-General  Saxton  has  assumed  control  of  all  the  recruiting,  and  is 
disposed  to  question  the  power  delegated  to  me  by  the  above  orders. 
He  has  taken  action  in  the  calling  of  a  mass-meeting  of  the  colored  men 
in  Savannah  antagonistic  to  the  wishes  that  I  understood  you  to 
express  with  regard  to  delaying  such  action  until  after  all  the  quarter- 
master's and  commissary's  work  necessary  to  the  forwarding  of  your 
supplies  had  been  completed.  By  haranguing  said  meeting,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Rev.  Mr.  French,  and  informing  the  blacks  that  he 
intended  establishing  a  camp  of  instruction  for  negro  regiments  in 
Savannah,  he  has  tended  to  produce  confusion,  excitement,  and  an  erro- 
neous impression  upon  the  colored  people  and  upon  the  white  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  which  is  prejudicial  to  the  good  order  and  well-being  of 
the  city.  General  Grover  objects  to  it  as  tending  to  confusion  and 
affording  opportunities,  under  cover  of  which  incendiary  attempts  of 
secret  spies  may  be  made. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  General  Saxton,  also  in  opposition  to  Gen- 
eral Grover's  wishes,  has  appointed  another  mass-meeting  of  the  negroes 
in  Savannah  on  Thursday  next.  One  consequence  of  this  ill-judged 
action  on  General  Saxton's  part  is,  that  the  negroes  generally  prefer 
idleness  to  either  work  or  enlisting,  and  only  about  450  recruits  have 
presented  themselves  thus  far.  It  is  reported  that  in  private  conver- 
sation General  Saxton  expressed  a  determiTiation  to  carry  out  fully  his 
ill-judged  course,  and  that  he  could  have  the  head  cut  off  of  any  officer 
who  opposed  him.  I  would  earnestly  and  respectfully  urge  upon  the 
major-general  commanding,  the  necessity  of  changing  paragraph  5  in 
Special  Field  Orders,  No.  15,  by  omitting  the  last  sentence,  so  as  to 
leave  the  whole  subject  of  recruiting  where  it  was  placed  by  the  orders 
and  instructions  inclosed. 

I  cannot  avoid  expressing  the  conviction  that  this  course  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  prevent  serious  interference  on  the  part  of  General  Saxton 
with  the  duties  and  prerogatives  both  of  myself  and  the  general  officers 
under  me. 

Again  earnestly  soliciting  your  favorable  attention  to  the  above 
request,  at  your  earliest  convenience, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Department  of  the  South. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  31, 1865. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  S.  Littlefield, 

Commanding  Hilton  Head  District  : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  will 
order  300  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  New  York  Volun- 
teers to  be  in  readiness  to  embark  at  a  moment's  notice  with  ten  days 
rations,  blankets,  overcoats,  and  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  on  tue 
person  of  each  soldier,  and  forty  rounds  extra  m  cartridge-boxes. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^   ^^  BURGER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
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Headquakters  Depahtmekt  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Mead,  i>.  C,  January  31,  1S65. 
Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Fox, 

Commanding  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Vols.,  Fort  Jaclcson  : 
Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  the  nuijor-general  comiiianding  to  state 
that  a  steamer  will  be  seut  for  your  entire  command  to-morrow.  You 
Mill  have  your  command  in  readiness  to  embark  without  delay.  You 
are  to  proceed  to  Morris  Island  and  will  be  required  to  participate  at 
once  in  active  operations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  31,  1865. 
Col.  C.  H.  Van  Wyck, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 
Colonel:  Y~ou  will  break  up  camp  and  move  within  the  intrench- 
nients  near  General  Sherman's  headquarters  this  morning.  The  left 
regiment  will  rest  near  the  road  leading  to  Barnwell,  the  right  regi- 
ment at  a  point  designated  this  morning.  You  will  picket  the  road 
leading  toward  Barnwell,  the  railroad,  and  the  high  ground  near  the 
right  regiment.  You  will  establish  your  headquarters  at  General 
Sherman's  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  ,T.  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  January  31,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  F.  Wbrstee, 

Commanding  Battalion  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  : 

Major  :  You  will  establish  your  camp  near  the  Pocotaligo  railroad 
station. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  lEatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  January  31,  1865. 
Lieut.  E.  H.Titus: 

Lieutenant  :  You  will  establish  the  camp  of  your  battery  at  the 
intrenchments  made  by  General  Sherman's  army,  between  Colonel 
Hallowell's  present  headquarters,  near  Pocotaligo. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  lAeut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Act//.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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IlEADCiUAllTEES   DEPARTMENT   OF   THE   SOUTD, 

Saviinnah,  Ga.,  Jamiary  31, 186'). 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Guover, 

Commanding  District  of  Savannah,  Department  of  the  South  : 
General:  In  order  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  tlie  War  Depart- 
ment of  December  2i),  18G4,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  sent  yon  from  Hilton 
Head,  I  desire  that  you  make  arrangements  to  send  beyond  the  lines 
the  families  of  rebel  ofiicers  and  soldiers  now  in  this  city.  You  will 
actnally  commence  to  send  them  as  sooti  as  you  can  make  it  convenient 
to  do  60  and  a  proper  understanding  has  been  had  as  to  where  they 
may  be  delivered.  I  shall  write  to  General  Hardee  and  request  his 
decision  upon  the  latter  point.  I  shall  suggest  to  him  some  point  on  the 
Savannah  River,  near  Sister's  Ferry,  or  as  high  up  as  the  boats  can  go 
■with  safety. 

You  will  also  make  arrangements  to  send  over  the  lines,  whenever  it 
becomes  necessary,  any  ijerson  who  by  word  or  act  dis])lays  a  treason- 
able disposition  or  any  intention  to  insult  the  officers,  soldiers,  or  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  I  prefer  in  all  cases,  after  making 
arrangements  for  sending  parties  beyond  the  lines,  that  before  actually 
doing  so  you  submit  for  my  approval  a  list  of  all  such  persons,  with 
the  reasons  for  their  being  sent  beyond  the  lines.  These  reasons  should 
be  stated  in  full,  so  that  the  papers  and  flies  of  my  office  shall  give  a 
complete  history  of  the  whole  transaction. 

Very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  31,  1865. 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington : 

Please  inform  me  when  General  Schofield  will  leave  Washington. 
I  want  to  send  his  instructions  to  Fort  Monroe  by  a  staff'  officer  to 
deliver  them  as  the  general  passes. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  1).  G.,  January  31,  1865— 8.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  General  Grant, 

City  Point  : 
General  Schofield  will  leave  with  first  detachment  from  Alexandria- 
We  shall  attempt  to  open  passage  to-morrow.    Will  telegraph  in  time 
to  have  dispatches  reach  Schofield  at  Fort  Monroe. 

h.  w.  halleck, 

Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  31,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio : 
I  have  requested  by  telegraph  that  for  present  purposes  North  Caro- 
lina be  erected  into  a  department,  and  that  you  be  placed  in  command 


190  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.       [Chap.  LIX. 

of  it,  subject  to  Major-General  Sherman's  orders.  Of  coarse  you  will 
receive  orders  from  uie  direct  until  such  time  as  General  Sherman  gets 
within  communicating  distance  of  you.  This  obviates  the  necessity  of 
my  publishing  the  order  which  I  informed  you  would  meet  you  at 
Fortress  Monroe.  If  the  order  referred  to  should  not  be  published 
from  the  Adjutant-General's  Office,  you  will  regard  these  instructions 
as  your  authority  to  assume  command  of  all  the  troops  in  North  Caro- 
lina, dating  all  official  communications  "  Headquarters  Army  of  the 
Ohio."  Your  headquarters  will  be  in  the  field  and  with  the  portion  of 
the  army  where  you  fee]  yourself  most  needed.  In  the  first  move  you 
will  go  to  Gape  Fear  Eiver.  Your  movements  are  intended  as  co-oper- 
ative with  Sherman  through  the  States  of  South  and  North  Carolina. 
The  first  point  to  be  attained  is  to  secure  Wilmington.  Goldsborough 
will  then  be  your  objective  point,  moving  either  fi'om  Wilmington  or 
New  Berne,  or  both,  as  you  deem  best.  Should  you  not  be  able  to 
reach  Goldsborough,  you  will  advance  on  the  line  or  lines  of  railway 
connecting  that  place  with  the  sea  coast,  as  near  to  it  as  you  can, 
building  the  road  behind  you. 

The  enterprise  under  you  has  two  objects.  The  first  is  to  give  Gen- 
eral Sherman  material  aid,  if  needed,  iu  his  march  north;  the  second, 
to  open  a  base  of  supplies  for  him  on  his  line  of  march.  As  soon,  there- 
fore, as  you  can  determine  which  of  the  two  points,  Wilmington  or  New 
Berne,  you  can  best  use  for  throwing  supplies  from,  to  the  interior,  you 
will  commence  the  accumulation  of  twenty  days'  rations  and  forage 
for  60,000  men  and  20,000  animals.  You  will  get  of  these  as  many  as 
you  can  house  and  protect  to  such  point  in  the  interior  as  you  may  be 
able  to  occupy.  I  believe  General  Palmer  has  received  some  instruc- 
tions directly  from  General  Sherman  on  the  subject  of  securing  supplies 
for  his  army.  You  can  learn  what  steps  he  nas  taken  and  be  governed 
in  your  requisitions  accordingly.  A  supply  of  ordnance  stores  will  also 
be  necessary.  Make  all  of  your  requisitions  upon  the  chiefs  of  their 
respective  departments  in  the  field  with  me  at  City  Point.  Communi- 
cate with  me  by  every  opportunity,  and,  should  you  deem  it  necessary 
at  any  time,  send  a  special  boat  to  Fortress  Monroe,  from  which  point 
you  can  communicate  by  telegraph.  The  supplies  referred  to  in  these 
instructions  are  exclusive  of  those  required  by  your  own  command. 
The  movements  of  the  enemy  may  justify  you,  or  even  make  it  your 
imperative  duty,  to  cut  loose  from  your  base  and  strike  for  the  interior 
to  aid  Sherman.  In  such  case  you  will  act  on  your  own  judgment, 
without  waiting  for  instructions.  You  will  report,  however,  what  you 
propose  doing.  The  details  for  carrying  out  these  instructions  are 
necessarily  left  to  you.  1  would  urge,  however,  if  I  did  not  know  that 
you  are  already  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  it,  prompt  action. 
Sherman  may  be  looked  for  in  the  neighborhood  of  Goldsborough  any 
time  from  the  22d  to  the  28th  of  February.  This  limits  your  time  very 
materially.  If  rolling-stock  is  not  secured  in  the  capture  of  Wilming- 
ton it  can  be  supjilied  from  Washington.  A  large  force  of  railroad 
men  have  already  been  sent  to  Beaufort,  and  other  mechanics  will  go 
to  Fort  Fisher  in  a  day  or  two.  On  this  point  I  have  informed  you  by 
telegraph. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  January  31,  ISttS— 11.30  a.  m. 

(Received  1.20  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Schofield,  Washington: 

There  are  about  5,000  troops  here  belonging  to  Terry's  command, 
which  will  be  forwarded  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Mechanics  have  already 
gone  to  Beaufort.  They  can  be  transferred  to  Fort  Fisher  if  you  deem 
it  advisable.  A  pile  driver  will  leave  Annapolis  on  Thursday  for  Fort 
Fisher,  with  a  sufficient  force  to  work  it.  The  pontoon  train  left  here 
on  Sunday. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieut  ■'nant-  General. 


Headquarteks  Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Washington,  1).  C,  January  31,  1865 — 1.20  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va. : 

I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  10  a.  m.  to  the  Secretary  of  War.* 
General  Rucker  thinks  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  out  of  the  Potomac 
before  Friday  or  Saturday,  but  will  try  to  break  the  ice  to-morrow. 
General  Meagher's  detachment,  about  5,500  strong,  is  ordered  to 
Annapolis,  where  there  will  be  transports  enough  for  it.  I  propose  to 
send  all  of  General  Meagher's  troops  to  New  Berne  and  take  the 
Twenty  third  Corps  to  Cape  Fear  River.  Meagher  will  probably  get 
down  lirst,  but  will,  I  presume,  not  be  strong  enough  for  the  move 
against  Wilmington.  Please  inform  me  if  you  approve  of  this  arrange- 
ment. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  31, 1865—7  p.  m. 

(Received  7.50  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  J,  M.  Schofield,  Washington,  I).  C. : 

The  arrangement  you  have  made  to  send  Meagher's  command  to 
New  Berne  is  satisfactory. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  16.  J        Washington,  D.  G.,  January  31, 1865. 

te  *****  * 

III.  The  One  hundred  and  eightieth  Ohio  Infantry  is  hereby  assigned 
to  the  First  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  and  the  commanding 
officer  will  report  for  orders  to  Brig.  Gen.  Tliomas  H.  Ruger  command- 
ing. 

IV.  The  Twenty-eighth  Michigan  Infantry  is  hereby  assigned  to  the 
First  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  and  the  commanding  officer 
will  report  for  orders  to  Brig.  Gen,  Thomas  11.  Ruger  commanding. 


*  *  * 


By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield:  ,,„„^^ ^ 

•'  J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


-  See  Grant  to  Stanton,  7  a,  m.,  p.  179. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  January  31,  1865. 

Major-General  AtTorn: 

Seud  Geiiei'iil  Meagher's  division  to  Annapolis  to  embark  for  Fort 
Fisber,  calliug'  at  Fort  Mouroe  to  inquire  lor  orders  from  General 
Grant. 

II.  AV.  HALLEOK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Eenwood,  January  31,  1865. 

(Received  5.10  p.  in.) 
Hon.  0.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War  : 
The  last  car  is  loaded  and  on  the  way  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad.  I  am  just  leaving  for  Washington.  There  is  not  a  word  of 
truth  in  any  report  relative  to  the  freezing  of  soldiers  in  Ohio,  as  far 
as  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  is  concerned.  If  at  all  it  only  applies 
to  some  2,000  or  3,000  arriving  some  days  after  from  Nashville  and 
going  to  New  York  via  Pittsburg. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel,  in  Charge. 


Abstract  from  returiis  of  the  U.  S.  Forces  under  the  immediate  command  of  Maj.  Gen. 
iniliam  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  for  Januari/  31,  1S05. 


Command. 


General  and  staff 

7th  Company  Ohio  Sharpshooters 

1st  Michigan  Engineers  (ten  compaiiic'»). 
1st  Missouri  Engineers  (live  com])auies) . 


Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

General  and  staff 

Escort 

Si^al  detachment 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps  (Loj;ai))... 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps  (Blair)  . 


Total  Eight  Wing  (Howard). 


Army  of  Georgia; 

General  and  staff 

Pontoniers  (Downey) 

Fourteenth  Army  ('jorps  (Davi.s)  ... 
Twentieth  Army  Corps  (Williams) - 


Total  Left  Wing  (Slocum) . 

Cavalry  (Kilpatrick) 

Grand  total 


1'ro.sciit  for 
duty.* 


o 


Pieces  of 
.artillery. 


700 
459 


1,240 


5 

25 

578 

638 


1,240 


181 


08 
897 
371 


16 

78 

1,141 

529 


I 


63 

24 

15,  330 

11,851 


27,  268 


450 
14, 150 
13,  432 


28, 041 


4  289 


CO,  931 


21 
115 

37 
18,  405 
13,  642 


17 

08 

1,444 

618 


27 
143 

31 
28. 472 
25,  302 


32,  210         53, 975 


5 

730 

16,255 

15,778 


7 

910 

27, 653 

28,  546 


32,708         57,116 


5,204 


9,  314 


71,946  j     122,582 


18 
14 


32 


16 
16 


32 
6 

"to 


'  For  the  effective  streugtb,  see  Part  I,  p.  42. 
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Abstract  from  returns  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  Maj.  Gen.  John  ,0.  Foster,  U.  S. 
Army,  commandivg,  for  Janvary  31,  1SG5. 

[Compiled  mainly  from  subordinate  returns.] 


Comluniid. 


General  hondqnarters 

Ist  New  York  Kiigiiieers  (b.attalion.  Place) 
Firat  Separate  Brigade  (Schiramellennig)  - . 

Second  Sei)arate  Brigade  (Potter) 

Tliird  Separate  Brigade  (Brown) 

Fourth  Separate  Brigade  (Scamiiion) 

District  of  Savannah  (GroTer) 

District  of  Nortli  (Jarolina  (Palmer) 

Total* 


Present  for 

duty. 


SE 
o 


64 

7 
59 
28 
C9 
40 
135 
239 


80 
557 
2,340 
946 
2,024 
1,  330 
3,981 
6,  423 


17,081 


I! 


151 
600 
6,543 
1,947 
3,285 
3,  999 
9,  038 
13. 387 


37,  950 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


12 


12 
2 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  1, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
Without  mucli  expectation  of  its  reaching  you  in  time  to  be  of  any 
service,  1  have  mailed  to  you  copies  of  instructions  to  Schofleld  and 
Thomas.t  1  have  informed  Scliofiehl  by  telegraph  of  the  de]>arture  of 
Mahone's  division  south  from  tlie  Petersburg  front.  The  troops 
marched  down  the  Weldon  road,  and  as  they  apparently  went  without 
baggage,  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  have  not  returned.  I  was  absent 
from  here  when  they  left.  Just  returned  yesterday  morning  from 
Cape  Fear  Eiver.  I  went  there  to  determine  where  Schofield's  corps 
had  better  go  to  operate  against  Wilmington  and  Goldsborough.  Tlie 
instructions  with  this  will  inform  you  of  the  conclusion  arrived  at. 
Schofield  was  with  me  and  the  plan  of  the  movement  against  Wilming- 
ton fully  determined  before  we  started  back ;  hence  the  absence  of  more 
detailed  instructions  to  him.  He  will  land  one  division  at  Smithville 
and  move  rapidly  up  the  south  side  of  the  river  and  secure  the  Wil- 
mington and  Goldsborough  Kailroad,  and  with  his  pontoon  train  cross 
into  the  island  south  of  the  city  if  he  can.  With  the  aid  of  the  gun- 
boats there  is  no  doubt  but  this  move  will  drive  the  enemy  from  their 
position,  eight  miles  east  of  the  city,  eitlier  back  to  their  inner  line  or 
away  altogether.  There  will  be  a  large  force  on  the  north  bank  of 
Cape  Fear  ready  to  follow  up  and  resist  the  garrison  if  they  should  go 
inside.  The  railroads  of  North  Carolina  are  four  feet  eight  inches  and 
a  half  gauge.  I  have  sent  large  parties  of  railroad  men  there  to  build 
them  up,  and  have  ordered  stock  to  run  them.  We  have  abundance  of 
it  idle  from  the  non-use  of  the  Virginia  roads.  I  have  taken  every 
precaution  to  have  supplies  ready  for  you  wherever  you  may  turn  up. 
1  did  this  before,  when  you  left  Atlanta,  and  regret  that  they  did  not 
reach  you  promptly  when  you  arrived  at  salt-water.  The  fact  is, 
Foster,  from  physical  disability,  is  entirely  unlit  for  his  command.     I 

*0f  the  present  for  duty,  here  reported,  195  officers  and  3,866  men  constituted 
the  Coast  Division,  commanded  hy  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch.       ^  ^   „„ 

t  For  Grant  to  Schofield,  January  31, 1865,  see  p.  189,  and  for  Grant  to  1  homas,  Janu- 
ary 31, 1865,  see  Vol.  XLIX,  Part  I. 

13  R  K — VOL  XLVII,  PT  II 


194  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.       [Chap,  LIX. 

would  like  to  change  him  for  a  man  who  can  get  about  and  see  for  him- 
self. Alexander  H.  Stephens,  E.  M.  T.  Hunter,  and  Judge  Campbell 
are  now  at  my  headquarters  very  desirous  of  going  to  Washington  to 
see  Mr.  Lincoln  informally  on  the  subject  of  peace.  The  peace  feeling 
within  the  rebel  lines  is  gaining  ground  rapidly.  This,  however,  should 
}iot  relax  our  energies  in  the  least,  but  should  stimulate  us  to  greater 
activity.  I  have  received  your  very  kind  letter*  in  which  you  say  you 
would  decline,  or  are  opposed  to,  promotion.  No  one  would  be  more 
pleased  at  your  advancement  than  I,  and  if  you  should  be  placed  in 
my  position,  and  I  put  subordinate,  it  would  not  change  our  relations  in 
the  least.  I  would  make  the  same  exertions  to  support  you  that  you 
have  ever  done  to  support  me,  and  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  make 
our  cause  win. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Special  Oedees,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  51.  ^  Washington,  February  1,  1865. 

*  *  *  #  #  #  * 

63.  By  direction  of  the  President,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  G.  Bay- 
lor, TJ.  S.  Army,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  according  to  his  brevet 
rank,  from  December  21, 1864. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Hiclcory  Hill,  February  1,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 
General  Howard: 

Slocum  is  a  little  behind.    I  don't  want  Logan  to  get  farther  to-mor- 
row than  the  place  marked  "  Store  "  near  Duck  Branch  Post-Oface.     I 
want  to  make  slow  marches  till  Slocum  gets  up,  or  nearly  so.     Please 
make  ycur  orders  accordingly. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General. 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Whippy  Stvamp,  S.  C,  February  1,  1865. 
Ma,].  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
Dear  General:  Your  dispatch  is  just  received.  The  road  has 
been  badly  obstructed,  but  we  cleared  it  out  without  difiQculty  till  Ave 
came  to  Whippy  Swamp  Creek.  The  road  here  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
Avas  filled  with  felled  trees  and  six  bridges  destroyed.  Tlie  obstruc- 
tions have  been  cleared,  the  bridges  rebuilt,  the  swamp  corduroyed  in 
part,  and  one  division  (Mower's)  on  the  other  side  with  all  its  material. 
I  think  if  you  were  here  and  saw  the  country  and  the  difBculties  in 
clearing  away  the  obstructions  across  Whippy  Swamp,  that  [youj 

■'  See  January  21,  p.  102. 
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would  prefer  me  to  push  on  to  Eivers'  Bridge  by  this  route.  I  expected 
General  Logan  would  send  two  divisions  via  Whippy  Swamp  Post- 
Ofl&ce  and  two  by  the  lower  route,  all  to  meet  at  Angley's  Post-Offtce, 
crossing  Whippy  Swamp  at  that  place.  I  can  push  one  division  of 
the  Seventeenth  Corps  by  the  route  you  suggest,  and  not  be  obliged  to 
return ;  otherwise  I  shall  have  to  march  back  some  distance  and  take 
the  other  route. 

I  will  inclose  you  a  copy  of  my  order  of  march  as  issued,  and  will 
send  you  aa  oflScer  that  you  may  modify  my  instructions  and  let  me 
know. 

Lieutenant  Taylor  was  wounded  in  the  skirmish  to-day  quite  severely, 
but  I  think  not  dangerously.    The  enemy  had  about  600  cavalry  in  our 
front.    They  took  the  route  to  Whippy  Swamp  Post-Oflce.    We  found 
some  forty  guarding  the  crossing  here. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 

[IncloBure.] 

Special       )         Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

No.  28.  )  In  the  Field,  8.  C,  February  1, 1865. 

The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march  for  to-morrow,  commencing 
at  7  a.  m.:  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Logan  com 
manding,  will  move  to  Angley's  Post-Oifice,  as  indicated  in  Special 
Field  Orders,  No.  27.    The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P. 
Blair  commanding,  will  march  to  Rivers'  Bridge,  and  if  possible  effect 
a  lodgment  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.    The  wagon  train  of  these 
headquarters  will  move  in  rear  of  the  leading  division  of  General 
Blair's  corps.    The  bridge  train  will  move  in  rear  of  the  division 
second  in  column  of  General  Blair's  corps.    These  headquarters  will 
be  estabhshed  at  or  near  Rivers'  Bridge. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 
■^  A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Whippy  Swamp,  S.  C,  February  1, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  Sherman, 
you  will  take  the  lower  route  by  the  way  of  Duck  Creek,  and  halt  at 
the  place  marked  "  Store,"  instead  of  proceeding  to  Angley's  Post-oace 

as  directed.  ■,.  .  .  +    x.-    ;„ 

With  the  general's  consent,  you  may  push  a  division  up  to  itice  s 
house,  a  point  some  two  miles  short  of  Whippy  Swamp  Creek. 

I  will  send  a  division  of  General  Blair  along  the  west  bank  ot  the 
creek  to  form  a  j  auction  with  your  division,  and  move  the  other  two 
divisions  on  to  the  same  road,  east  of  the  creek,  and  open  communi- 
cation across. 

Very  respectfully,  ^   ^   HOWARD, 

Major-General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

i^o.  32.  \    Eivkory  Hill  Post-Office,  S.  G.,  February  1, 1865. 

******* 
II.  Whenever  practicable,  division  commanders  will  move  their  troops 
alongside  of  their  trains,  studying  always  to  give  the  road  to  their 
wagons.  The  column  in  marching  must  be  kept  closed  up,  and  no 
division  should  occupy  more  than  its  legitimate  space  in  the  road  when 
everything  is  well  closed  up.  A  detachment  of  the  pioneer  corps  will 
precede  tlie  infantry  column  arid  clear  away  a  road  for  its  passage 
alongside  of  that  on  which  the  wagon  train  is  moving.  Division  com- 
manders will  invariably  march  their  commands  in  four-rank  formation ; 
moving  in  column  of  twos  will  only  be  allowed  when  necessary  to  pass 
a  defile  or  to  turn  temporary  obstructions. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan : 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Hiclcory  Hill  Fost- Office,  S.  C,  February  1,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Gorps : 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  skirmishing  at 
Hickory  Hill  Post-Office  to  day,  one  man  of  the  Mnth  Iowa  Veteran 
Infantry  (Third  Brigade),  Sergt.  Marshall  House,  Company  F,  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  thigh;  leg  since  amputated.  No  other  casual- 
ties in  this  division. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  H.  WILSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Sand  Hill  Church,  S.  €.,  February  1,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 
Major  Woodhull,  &c.: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  night  overtaking  me  here  with  the 
division  in  my  front  still  passing,  I  encamped  my  division  at  this  point, 
five  miles  from  Hickory  Hill  Post-OfiQce.  I  must  ask  pardon  for  refer- 
ring to  the  method  of  marching  the  foot  troops  on  the  iianks  of  the 
artillery  and  trains.  My  own  division  was  marched  by  this  method  all 
the  distance,  excepting  one  day  from  Atlanta  to  the  Ogeechee  Eiver, 
and  found  it  at  all  times  entirely  i^racticable,  by  so  doing  shortening 
the  column  by  one-half.  Thirty  men  with  axes  and  fifteen  without  in 
front  of  the  leading  troops  can  always  prepare  the  roads  as  fast  as 
troops  will  march.  The  infantry  in  my  front  to-day  was  marched,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  regiments,  in  two  ranks  with  long  intervals,  at 
same  time  prolonging  the  column  of  one  division  to  five  miles,  all  of 
which  would  not  interfere  with  the  progress  of  the  troops  in  rear  if 
this  method  was  used.  It  also  adds  greatly  to  the  protection  of  the 
trains, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 
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Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Sea-enteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  29.  i  In  the  Field,  8.  C,  February  1, 1865. 

The  following  are  tie  orders  for  the  moveiiiciit  to-morrow: 

1.  The  ^Siuth.  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hughes 
commanding,  will  move  forward  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  road  they  are  now  on 
to  Whippy  [Swamp]  Post-OfBce,  there  taking  the  road  leading  to  the 
road  the  column  is  now  on. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move 
his  train  across  the  swanip  at  G  a.  m.,  and  will  move  his  command 
forward  at  7  a.  m.,  having  the  advance. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Tliird  Division,  will  move 
forward  at  7  a.  m.,  following  the  First  Division. 

4.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
move  forward  at  7  a.  m.,  following  the  Third  Division. 

5.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  Third  Division,  being  prepared  to 
move  at  7  o'clock. 

The  train  of  department  headquarters  and  of  these  headquarters 
will  follow  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Harrison^s  Plantation^  N.  C,  February  1,  1865. 
Capt.  C.  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
Sir  :  I  have  endeavored  to  obtain  information  since  coming  over  here 
with  regard  to  the  enemy's  position  on  the  northeast  bank  of  the 
Salkehatchle.  T  have  seen  but  one  man  who  has  any  knowledge  of 
their  position.  He  states  that  the  rebels  have  twelve  pieces  of  artillery 
at  Broxton's  Bridge,  and  are  fortified  there.  He  also  says  that  ten 
miles  beyond,  at  Buford's  Bridge,  they  have  two  pieces  of  artillery.  I 
will  do  all  I  can  to  obtain  further  information. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWER, 
Major- General^  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Whippy  8icamp,  S.  C,  February  1,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  you  will  bring  the  brigade  of  your  command  that  is  on  the 
Whippy  Swamp  PostOflBce  road  across  to  this  road  at  a  sufflciently 
early  hour  to-morrow  to  enable  them  to  march  with  the  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"*        ^  '  C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

Assistant  A djuta.nt- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
In  the  Field,  on  Whippy  Sicamp,  8.  C,  February  1, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General  :  I  am  instructed  by  Major-Gen  eral  Blair  to  inform  you  that 
the  brigade  from  your  command  ordered  up  with  the  mounted  mtantry 
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on  the  left-hand  road  will  continue  on  that  road  to-morrow  to  Whippy 
Swamp  PostOfflce,  and  from  there  strike  across  to  our  road. 

Instructions  will  be  sent  them  to-night  for  their  movement.    Please 
infonn  me  which  brigade  it  is. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SiSTEE-s  Ferry,  February  1,  1865. 
Major-General  Sherman  : 

Your  communication  of  yesterday  received.  I  directed  Williams  to 
communicate  to  you  our  situation.  The  Savannah  Eiver  is  ten  feet 
above  its  usual  depth.  The  country  on  each  bank  is  flooded.  I  have  a 
bridge  across  the  river  and  a  large  force  at  work  on  bridges,  but  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  cross  even  a  cavalryman  to  the  high  land.  I  can 
now  reach  within  half  a  mile  of  it,  and  river  is  falling.  I  hope  to  get 
Kilpatrick  over  this  evening.  My  efforts  shall  be  made  to  push  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  Our  road  from  the  ferry  is  lined  with  torpedoes  as 
far  as  we  have  gone.  Two  men  were  killed  yesterday,  and  over  thirty 
torpedoes  were  dug  up  yesterday  by  working  party. 

H.  W.  SLOOUM, 

Major-General. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Hickory  Hill,  S.  C,  February  1, 1865 — 5  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum,  Commanding  Left  Wing : 

General:  I  have  a  letter  from  General  Williams  detailing  your 
difficulties.  I  think  you  had  better  dispatch  Williams  with  his  two 
divisions  and  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  by  the  road  leading  through  Duck 
Branch  Post-Offlce,  to  Buford's  Bridge,  and  overtake  us  and  follow  as 
soon  as  possible  with  the  balance.  I  deem  it  important  to  get  on  the 
railroad  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  will  march  slowly,  say  ten  or  twelve  miles  a  day,  toward  Mid- 
way, and  I  want  you  to  come  up  on  our  left,  say  at  Blackville  or  Gra- 
ham's. 
You  will  find  some  meat  and  forage.    We  have  already  found  some, 
Wheeler  had  a  division  of  cavalry  here,  but  they  ran;  they  had 
obstructed  the  roads,  but  they  were  cleaned  out  without  delay.    Tell 
Corse  he  may  come  by  Hickory  Hill  or  Duck  Branch,  as  he  flnds  most 
convenient.    You  might  occupy  roads  to  the  left  for  convenience. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqes.  Coast  Division,  Department  or  the  South, 

Camj)  at  Focotaligo,  February  1, 1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum,  Gomdg^  Army  of  the  Cumberland : 

General  :  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  General  Sherman,  writ- 
ten at  a  point  four  miles  south  of  Hickory  Hill,  at  1  p.  m.  to  day.  The 
following  is  an  extract: 

All  right.  Get  -word  over  to  Slocum  that  I  have  started  and  will  be  opposite  Riv- 
ers' Bridge  to-morrow.    I  may  await  him  there,  or  go  on  to  the  railroad  about  Mid- 
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way.  He  should  push  cavalry  first,  aud  cross  by  corps  as  fast  as  ready.  *  *  * 
Roads  are  very  fair;  obstructed  at  the  swamps,  but  -we  cut  a  way  about  as  fast  as  a 
column  marches.  We  find  some  hogs,  bacon,  and  corn,  but  much  has  been  carried 
off  by  Wheeler,  who  is  ahead.  Open  communication  with  Slocum  to-night  from 
Coosawhatchie  to  Robertsville. 

I  send  this  as  soon  after  its  receipt  as  my  cavalry  can  saddle.  The 
commander  has  orders  to  deliver  it  to  General  Williams,  if  you  are  not 
at  Eobertsville,  and  return. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Sister's  Ferry,  Ga.,  February  1,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send 
details  from  your  command  as  usual  to-morrow  morning  to  resume  work 
on  the  road  in  South  Carolina. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

February  1, 1865. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  &c. : 
General  :  Captain  Luce,  of  steamer  Pontiac,  suggests  that  he  can 
feny  the  troops  of  this  corps  to  the  bluff,  where  his  ship  now  lies.  He 
can  bring  over  the  wagons,  but  not  the  horses.  The  other  transports 
could  easily  take  the  horses.  Or  if  this  cannot  be  done  the  two  regi- 
ments of  First  Division  might  be  sent  forward  (Sixty-first  Ohio  and 
Thirteenth  New  Jersey).  I  shall  move  short  of  forage,  but  I  think  we 
shall  find  enough.  My  men  are  very  short  of  stockings,  especially. 
If  they  can  be  got  forward  it  will  save  a  great  many  disabled  feet.  I 
left  a  regiment  of  Ward's  division  at  Purysburg  to  come  up  with  the 
transport  which  was  to  bring  the  supplies.  My  comman  d  is  no  w  reduced 
to  about  a  division  and  a  half.  If  I  can  get  the  scattering  regiments 
over  it  will  be  an  important  acquisition  to  our  train  guard.  I  leave 
Selfridge  at  the  river,  and  hope  to  be  in  Lawtonville  to-morrow  night. 
Very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Robertsville,  8.  C,  February  1,  1865. 

No  buildings  or  other  property  will  be  burned  without  orders  from 
these  or  superior  headquarters.  Quartermasters,  commissaries,  ambu- 
lance and  ordnance  officers,  and  all  other  officers  will  see  that  this 
order  is  communicated  to  the  enlisted  men  and  civilians  under  their 
charge,  and  they  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  good  conduct  of  theii- 
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respective  commands.  Department  staff  officers  will  remain  with  their 
proper  commands  and  will  see  that  straggling  is  prohibited.  They  will 
have  regular  roll-calls  and  inspections  after  every  halt.  Unauthorized 
absentees  will  be  reported  for  punishment.  All  animals  taken  on  the 
march  will  be  reported  through  regular  channels  to  the  proper  chief 
departmental  staff  officer  of  the  corps.  All  cotton  and  other  property 
destroyed  will  be  reported  to  the  provost-marshal  of  the  corps.  The 
prompt  publication  of  this  order  by  line  and  staff  officers  is  required. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-Geueral  Williams : 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Obdees.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Eobertsville,  S.  C,  February  1, 1865. 

That  portion  of  this  corps  now  on  this  side  of  the  Savannah  Eiver, 
except  the  First  Brigade  of  the  First  Division,  will  move  to-morrow 
toward  Lawtonville  as  follows:  The  Third  Division  at  7  a.  m.,  the 
First  Division  at  8  a.  m.  One  battery  of  artillery  will  march  with  the 
Third  Division,  one  immediately  in  rear  of  it,  and  one  with  the  First 
Division.  General  Ward  will  march  one  unencumbered  brigade  in 
advance  of  the  trains,  and  (ieneral  Jackson  one  in  the  rear.  The  balance 
of  the  troops  will  be  distributed  along  the  trains  so  as  to  afford  the 
most  ready  protection  and  assistance.  The  trains  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade, First  Division,  will  be  left  with  that  brigade,  which  is  to  remain 
in  its  present  position,  subject  to  the  orders  of  Major-General  Slocum. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqxjartees  Twentieth  Corps, 

Eobertsville,  S.  C,  February  1,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  me  to 
inform  you  that  that  portion  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  now  on  this  side 
of  the  river  (except  one  brigade)  will  march  to-morrow  morning,  and 
that  probably  we  shall  not  keep  communication  with  you.  He  there- 
fore directs  that  you  report  to  Major-General  Slocum  for  orders  for  the 
movement  of  your  command  until  you  rejoin  the  corps  again.  He  also 
desires  that  you  will  assume  the  control  of  all  the  troops  and  trains  of 
this  corps  now  on  that  side  of  the  river,  and  bring  them  on  with  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQirARTERS  AEMY   OF   THE   OHIO, 

Washington,  B.  C,  February  l,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sill :  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruo-er 
commanding  First  Division,  Twenty- third  Army  Corps,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  brevet  major-general  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in 
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the  battle  of  Franklin,  Tenn.,  November  30, 1864.  Also,  Col.  Thomas 
J.  Henderson,  One  hundred  and  twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps' 
lor  the  appointment  of  brevet  brigadier-general  for  gallant  and  meri- 
torious services  during  the  late  campaigns  in  (Jeorgia  and  Tennessee 
and  especially  at  the  battle  of  Franklin,  November  30, 1864.  ' 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- Oeneral. 

General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No-  5.  I  Fort  Fisher,  K  C,  February  1, 1865. 

I.  Until  further  orders  no  commissioned  officer  or  enlisted  man  of 
this  command  will  leave  Federal  Point  to  visit  any  vessel  of  the  Navy, 
or  any  other  point  occupied  by  our  troops,  without  permission  from 
these  headquarters. 

II.  The  major-general  commanding  regrets  that  he  finds  it  necessary 
to  call  the  attention  of  commanding  oiflcers  to  the  unauthorized  dis- 
charge of  firearms  in  the  command,  which  have  of  late  been  so  fre- 
quent as  to  imperil  the  lives  of  both  officers  and  men.  No  firearms 
will  hereafter  be  discharged,  except  in  action,  without  permission  from 
these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEEEY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Four  Miles  south  of  Mickory  Mill, 

February  1, 1865 — 1  p.  m. 
General  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 
General  :  Your  letters  of  January  31  are  received.    I  cannot  modify 
my  orders  relative  to  General  Saxton  having  the  charge  of  recruiting 
blacks.    The  Secretary  made  that  a  point. 

I  think  the  impression  at  Washington  is  that  both  you  and  I  are 
inimical  to  the  policy  of  arming  negroes,  and  all  know  that  Saxton  is 
not,  and  his  appointment  reconciles  that  difficulty.  If  anything  seri- 
ous occurs  correspond  directly  with  Mr.  Stanton  and  make  your  points. 
Let  Grant  know  that  I  am  in  motion,  and  telegraph  to  Easton  that  if 
Slocnm  has  to  wait  for  provisions  it  will  be  dead  loss,  as  we  are  eat- 
ing up  ours.  Let  Hatch  continually  feel  the  Salkeliatchic,  and  the 
moment  the  enemy  lets  go  get  the  railroad  broken  back  to  the  Edisto, 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  February  1, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  "W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
General:  I  regret  to  learn  that  reports  have  been  made  to  you  by 
General  Easton  to  the  effect  that  the  cause  of  non-arrival  of  supplies 
for  the  Left  Wing  of  the  army  was  my  failing  to  supply  him  with 
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steamers.  I  desire  to  place  myself  in  the  proper  light  in  this  matter, 
for  I  have  earnestly  striven  to  do  all  that  I  could  to  aid  in  supplies 
reaching  the  army.  I  therefore  inclose  a  report  of  the  occupation  of 
every  steamer  in  the  department.  By  it  it  will  be  seen  that  sixteen 
steamers  are  under  General  Easton's  orders,  besides  others  that  have 
at  various  times  been  under  his  orders,  while  to  convey  General  How- 
ard's army  to  Beaufort,  to  supply  it  there,  to  supply  General  Hatch's 
division,  and  to  do  all  the  work  of  the  whole  department,  twenty-one 
steamers  only  are  in  use.  I  inclose  a  late  paper,  the  27th,  brought  by 
a  steamer  just  in  from  th6  Xorth.  Major  Gray  takes  both  the  paper 
and  this  letter  to  you. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTBE, 
Major-Oeneral  of  Volunteers. 

[Inclosurc] 

Report  of  Steamers  in  the  Department  of  the  South,  February  1,  1865. 

Under  orders  of  General  Easton,  at  Savannah,  Ga. — Canon  icus, 
Golden  Gate,  Planter,  Mayflower,  Guide,  Mary  Benton,  Philadelphia, 
Orescent,  Standish,  Sylph,  Naushon,  Fountain,  General  Lee,  Beaure- 
gard, Jeff.  Davis,  and  Starlight  (tug),  16.  Northern  District — Charles 
Houghton  and  Frazier,  2.  Coast  Division — General  Hooker,  1.  Dis- 
patch boat — W.  W.  Coit,  1.  Towing  schooners  to  dismantled  Forts 
Beaulieu  and  Eosedew — Plato  (tug),  1.  Used  by  engineers — Wyoming, 
1.  Used  by  telegraph  operators  laying  and  repairing  cable — Edwin 
Lewis,  1.  Supplying  Edisto  Island — Anna  Maria,  1.  Transporting 
troops  to  Folly  Island — Cosmopolitan  and  Nellie  Baker,  2.  Sent  to 
North  Carolina  and  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. — George  Leary,  1.  Employed 
in  transporting  General  Howard's  army,  now  awaiting  orders — Louis- 
burg,  Matagorda,  Delaware,  Boardman,  and  Fannie,  5.  Under  orders 
of  Colonel  Conklin,  chief  quartermaster.  Army  of  the  Tennessee — 
Louise,  1.  Under  orders  of  General  Saxton — Enoch  Dean,  1.  Loa<l- 
ing  with  supplies  for  Savannah,  Ga. — Loyalist,  1.  Towing  in  harbor 
at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. — Rescue  and  Eelief  (tugs),  2.  Repairing  at 
machine-shop — Achilles  (tug),  Savannah,  Augusta,  Hudson,  Croton, 
Resolute,  Island  City,  and  Neptune,  8.  Unfit  for  service — Nantasket, 
Oneoto,  and  John  Adams,  3. 

C.  W.  THOMAS, 
Major  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Department  of  the  South. 


Camp  at  Inteenchments, 

February  1,  1865. 

Items  for  General  Sherman : 

General  Foster  just  arrived  from  Savannah.  All  up  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river  Slocum  found  torpedoes  in  the  road  and  road  damaged  by 
water;  was  obliged  to  make  a  new  road.  Bridge  was  completed  and 
some  men  thrown  over  on  the  night  of  the  30th. 

Has  one  mile  and  three-quarters  to  corduroy  on  this  side;  expects  to 
complete  it  on  the  31st.  Kilpatrick  will  probably  cross  on  the  1st  Feb- 
ruary. Iverson's  cavalry,  one  brigade,  is  on  the  south  side  of  tlie 
Sayanh^li  Rivpj:, 
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General  Foster  requests  that  paragraph  5,  Special  Field  Orders  No 
15  the  last  sentence,  be  annulled,  so  that  General  Saxton  shaU  have 
nothing  to  do  with  recruiting.  General  Hardee  writes  General  Saxton 
that  he  has  authority  to  allow  cotton  to  be  sold  and  cross  the  lines 
^Sm^^'TtJ'^,^™^^*^  ^™™  North  Carolina.  GenerSs  Grant 
T^TMZfo?::^:tlZ',  '*  MoreheadCity  onthe  29th;  returne^d 

explos*ons^heard!^^°^^  ^^^^  ^"^""^^  ""^'^  ^^""^  Wilmington ;  occasional 
General  Terry's  advance  line  is  about  four  miles  from  Fisher,  his 

Newspaper  of  the  26th  sent  by  General  Foster. 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 

T  i„*i.  n  T  ■r^    J.       .  ^  Brigadier- General. 

I  left  General  Foster  at  2  a.  m. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi 

In  the  Field,  February  1, 1865—1  ^p.  m. 

Tf  ■     rr       T         T.  ,-r  (Beceived  3.30  p.  m.) 

Brig.  Gen,  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division: 
General:  Your  note  of  this  morning  is  received.  All  right.  Get 
word  over  to  Slocuiii  that  I  have  started  and  will  be  opposite  Eivers' 
Bridge  to-morrow.  I  may  await  him  there,  or  go  on  to  the  railroad 
about  Midway.  He  should  push  cavalry  first,  and  cross  by  corps  as 
last  as  ready.  Keep  feeling  at  the  Salkehatchie  bridge  and  the  ferry, 
and  if  the  enemy  lets  go  follow  up  as  far  as  Edisto.  Let's  coop  him  in 
Charleston  close.    Foster  will  demonstrate  about  Edisto  Island. 

Roads  are  very  fair;  obstructed  at  the  swamps,  but  we  cut  a  way 
about  as  fast  as  a  column  marches.  "We  find  some  hogs,  bacon,  and 
corn,  but  much  has  been  carried  off  by  Wheeler,  who  is  ahead.  Open 
communication  with  Slocum  to-night  from  Coosawhatchie  to  Eoberts- 
ville. 

Tours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqbs.  Coast  Division,  Department  op  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  February  1, 1865. 
Col.  E.  N.  Hallowell, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 
Colonel:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  take 
one  regiment  of  your  command  (the  one  now  on  Heyward's  road),  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery  (Napoleons)  and  proceed  to  Garden's  Corners, 
where  you  will  take  all  but  two  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and 
seventh  Ohio  Volunteers  and  proceed  down  the  Combahee  Ferry  road 
and  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy's  position  on  this  side  of  the 
river.  If  you  are  confident  that  you  can  carry  the  work  without  serious 
loss  you  will  do  so. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  Lieut,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  VoU.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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New  Beene,  February  1,  1865. 
Major  Slosson: 

(Care  of  Captain  Wheeler,  IMoreliead  City.) 
General  Grant  directecl  that  tlie  pontoon  train  should  not  be  disem- 
barked here  at  present.  He  said  let  it  remain  on  the  vessels  in  the 
harbor  at  Beaufort  until  the  arrival  of  General  Schofield,  who  is  expected 
very  soon.  If  it  is  necessary  to  put  the  animals  ashore  ax)lace  must  be 
provided  for  them.  The  probability  is  that  the  train  will  go  on  to  Wil- 
mington, to  return  here,  perhaps,  after  awhile. 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  1, 1865 — 12  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  T.  F.  Meagher, 

Commanding  Provisional  Division, 

Armies  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland,  Annapolis,  Md.  : 
You  will  please  move  your  command  to  New  Berne,  N.  C,  instead  ot 
Fort  Fisher,  as  heretofore  ordered.    Your  troops  will  debark  at  Beau- 
tort  and  move  thence  by  rail  to  New  Berne.     You  will  report  for  further 
orders  to  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer,  at  New  Berne. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 

Baltewoee,  Md.,  February  1,  1865. 

(Received  9.20  p.  m.) 
Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War  : 
Since  my  telegram  of  the  28th  ultimo,  reporting  the  progress  of 
troops  from  Benwood,  we  have  forwarded  from  that  point,  up  to  1.25 
p.  m.  yesterday,  tweiity  additional  trains,  with  an  aggregate  of  226 
cars,  troops,  &c.  We  have  succeeded,  surrounded  by  unusual  difficul- 
ties and  through  a  season  of  unprecedeutedly  severe  weather,  in  trans- 
porting promptly  and  with  regularity  this  great  movement,  which 
required  from  the  river,  and  over  each  division  of  the  road,  54  locomo- 
tives and  750  cars. 

J.  W.  GARRETT, 
President  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  2, 1865—9.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington : 
T  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  General  Sherman.*  He  expected  to 
move  from  Pocotaligo  on  Tuesday  last.  He  asks  to  have  Foster  relieved 
and  Schofield  succeed  him;  headquarters  at  Beaufort,  N.  C.  He  was 
not  aware  of  North  Carolina  being  taken  from  Foster's  command,  how- 
ever. I  would  favor  the  removal  of  Poster  on  the  ground  of  physical 
disability.  We  want  a  man  who  is  not  confined  to  his  quarters.  Terry 
would  suit  me  for  that  command,  now  that  Schofield  goes  to  North  Caro- 
lina.   Two  of  his  division  commanders  rank  Terry. 

U.'  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 

*  See  .January  5>9,  p.  154. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Armies  op  the  United  States, 

No.  24.  )  City  Point,  Va.,  February  2,  1865. 

I.  Brig.  Geu.  S.  Williams,  acting  inspector-geneial,  Armies  of  the 
United  States,  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Department  of  the 
South,  and  make  a  thorough  inspection  of  military  affairs  in  that 
department.  All  military  authorities  are  required  to  afford  him  every 
facility  in  the  execution  ot  this  order. 

On  the  completion  of  said  inspection  General  Williams  will  report 
in  person  to  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant- General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  James, 

February  2,  1865, 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
Eichmond  Sentinel,  of  February  2,  contains  the  following : 

The  attention  of  all  is  called  to  tlie  appeal  of  General  Lee,  in  another  column,  urg- 
ing the  delivery  to  Confederate  States  officers  of  all  arms  and  cavalry  equipments  in 
the  hands  of  citizens. 

SOUTH   CAUOLINA. 

The  news  from  Charleston  of  the  enemy's  movements  indicates  that  Augusta  and 
Branchville  are  the  points  aimed  at.  The  Twentieth  Army  Corps  is  at  Rohertsville, 
fifty  miles  above  Savannah,  and  five  miles  from  the  river.  A  heavy  force  of  infantry, 
artillery,  and  cavalry,  believed  to  be  composed  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  [Seven- 
teenth] Army  Corps,  is  said  to  be  encamped  near  the  junction  of  the  Salkehatchie 
and  old  Union  road.  On  the  30th  the  enemy,  with  artillery  and  infantry,  advanced 
from  White  Point  and  drove  in  our  skirmish  line  three  miles,  to  King's  Creek.  Our 
infantry  afterward  advanced  and  drove  the  enemy  back  to  White  Point,  re-establish- 
ing the  picket-line.  On  the  31st  the  enemy  made  a  demonstration  on  the  position 
defending  the  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Salkehatchie,  but  without  result.  It  is 
reported  that  they  burned  the  village  of  McPhersouville,  five  miles  southwest  of 
Pocotaligo,  on  the  night  of  the  30th. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  2,  1865 — 1  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  2.15  p,  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Steamer  George  Leary  just  arrived  from  Savannah.  Major  Ander- 
son, bearer  of  dispatches 'from  General  Sherman  to  General  Schofleld, 
leaves  for  Annapolis  on  mail-boat  Webster  this  p.  m.  No  news  of 
importance  beyond  dispatches.  Captain  Hudson,  of  General  Grant's 
staff,  also  arrived  by  same  boat,  with  detailed  dispatch  for  General 

^'^^°*-  T.  T.  EGKEET. 
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Hdqrs.  Militaky  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Meld,  Sickory  Post- Office,  February  2, 1865—3.45  a.  m. 
General  Howard  : 

I  liave  just  received  your  dispatch.  You  may  go  on  with  two  divis- 
ions and  secure,  if  possible,  Eivers'  Bridge.  Let  one  division  keep  [on] 
to  Angley's  PostOffice  by  the  south  of  Whippy.  Logan  will  move  so 
as  to  get  his  head  of  column  on  the  road  leading  from  Duck  Branch 
Post-Office  to  Angley's.  That  road,  the  old  Orangeburg  road,  is  sup- 
posed to  be  on  good,  firm  ground,  and  is  an  old  road  leading  to  Buford's 
Bridge,  which  is  the  one  I  expect  to  use.  "Wheeler's  cavalry  is  mostly 
to  our  left.  At  Kivers'  you  will  find  infantry  and  artillery  in  position. 
Slocum  is  unable  to  cross  the  Savannah  by  reason  of  water  over  the 
banks;  will  have  to  bridge  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  four  to  six 
feet  of  water.  We  may  have  to  go  to  the  railroad  without  him.  I 
have  a  cipher  dispatch  from  him,  the  contents  of  which,  when  trans- 
lated, I  will  tell  the  bearer  of  this. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqbs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Rivers'  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  2, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General  :  (reneral  Blair  crossed  his  Fourth  Division  to  this  side  of 
Whippy  Swamp  and  pushed  on,  skirmishing  constantly  with  some 
300  rebel  cavalry.  General  Mower  had  the  advance.  On  reaching  the 
road  leading  to  Broxton's  Bridge  he  pushed  a  reconnaissance  to  the 
river  and  found  the  bridge  thoroughly  destroyed. 

The  enemy  had  a  long  line  of  skirmishers  on  the  other  side,  who 
wounded  two  or  three  of  our  men.  We  left  a  regiment  to  continue  the 
demonstration,  and  moved  on  rapidly  to  Rivers'  Bridge.  General 
Mower  succeeded  in  preventing  the  rebels  from  destroying  it,  but  dis- 
covered an  earth-work  upon  the  other  shore  with  twopiecesof  artillery 
bearing  on  the  road ;  the  rebels  opened  fire  as  soon  as  our  men  appeared. 
Colonel  Swayne,  of  the  Forty-third  Ohio,  commanding  brigade,  lost  his 
leg,  and  the  adjutant  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin,  Lieutenant  Fitz- 
gerald, was  killed.*  Several  (five  or  six)  were  wounded  by  the  shell- 
ing. The  skirmish  line  got  through  the  swamp  as  far  as  the  Salke- 
hatchie  River,  and  at  dark  the  pioneers  were  felling  trees  across  the 
river  for  foot  bridges.  General  Force,  with  the  Third  Division,  Seven- 
teenth Corps,  was  three  or  four  miles  from  Angley's  Post-OflBce  when 
last  heard  from. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  led  the  skirmish  line  during 
part  of  the  day;  they  made  several  gallant  charges,  in  one  of  which 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Kirby,  of  General  Blair's  staff,  was  wounded  and 
had  his  horse  killed. 

I  send  you  copy  of  my  order  for  to-morrow. 

I  am  anxious  to  have  more  force  here  so  as  to  control  Buford's  Bridge. 

The  enemy  seem  to  have  considerable  force  opposite  us  at  this  point, 
enough  to  furnish  quite  an  extended  skirmish  line. 

*A  mistake. 
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In  case  you  wish  to  detain  General  Logan  longer  for  the  Left  Wing, 
I  hope  you  'will  allow  one  division  at  least  to  move  up  to  Angley's 
Post-Office  to-morrow. 

Broxton's  Bridge  is  near  Williams'  (marked  on  the  map),  and  Elvers' 
Bridge  is  five  miles  above. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- General. 

[InclOBure.] 

Special        ^        Headquaetees  Depaetment  and 
Field  Oedees,  >  Aemy  op  the  Tennessee, 

No.  29.  )  Near  Rivers^  Bridge,  8.  C,  February  2, 1865. 

The  following  disposition  of  troops  will  be  made  for  to-morrow :  The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will 
move  to  Angley's  Post  Office,  and  sending  forward  a  reconnaissance 
will  endeavor  to  take  and  hold  possession  of  Buford's  Bridge.  Ma,]. 
Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  cause  his 
Third  Division  to  close  in  with  the  corps  and  reconnoiter  the  line  of  the 
river,  with  a  view  of  turning  the  enemy's  position  at  Elvers'  Bridge  in 
case  it  is  not  turned  during  the  night. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquaetees  Fifteenth  Akmy  Coeps, 

Snyder^s  Store,  February  3, 1865. 
Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  request  you  to 
send  a  couple  of  regiments  up  the  road  leading  to  Angley's  Post- 
Oflfice  about  one  mile.    Let  them  take  position  covering  the  approaches 
from  that  direction  and  intrench. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — General  Sherman  requests  that  the  oflBcer  in  command  may 
look  out  for  couriers  from  General  Howard. 

M.  W., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQES.  DEPAETlVrENT  AND  AEMT  OF  THE  TENNESSEE, 

February  2,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blaie, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  I  don't  feel  quite  satisfied  about  our  north  face.  I 
think  you  had  better  have  General  Giles  Smith  move  up  his  smallest 
brigade  entire,  and  extend  your  line  to  the  left,  facing  north;  and  as 
soon  as  it  is  dark  bring  back  the  main  line  of  General  Mower  to  the 
high  ground,  and  cover  the  north  front  by  a  good  skirmish  line. 
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Please  have  the  Ninth  Illinois  send  out  good  road  pickets. 
Should  the  enemy  be  able  to  comprehend  onr  position,  and  had  he 
force  enough,  he  might  give  us  annoyance  by  turning  our  left  by  the 
way  of  Buford's  Bridge. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  nOWAED, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Special,  Oeders,  )       Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  30.  j      Near  Rivers'  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  2,  1865. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  his 
command  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow  on  the  Angley's  Post-Office  and  Rivers' 
Bridge  road  to  a  camp  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Whippy  Swamp  Post-Office,  February  3,  1865, 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General  :  The  raajor-general  commanding  directs  that  instead  of 
moving  on  this  road  you  will  move  your  entire  command  on  the  road 
the  First  Brigade  is  on,  and  proceed  via  Whippy  Swamp  Post-Office 
to  Angley's  Post-Office,  crossing  Whippy  Swamp  at  the  latter  place 
and  remaining  there  until  you  receive  orders.  The  Ninth  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry  will  move  in  your  advance  ui)  to  Whipjjy  Swamp 
Post-Office,  when  they  will  leave  that  road  and  cross  over  to  this  one. 
Move  at  7  o'clock. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  La/wtonville,  S.  C,  February  2,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Duck  Branch  Post- 
Office,  as  follows:  The  First  Division  at  6.30  a.  m.;  Third  Division  at 
7.30  a.  m.  The  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy  requires  that  two 
unencumbered  brigades  with  one  battery  of  artillery  should  precede 
the  trains.  General  Jackson  will,  therefore,  march  his  two  brigades  in 
front  of  all  the  trains.  General  Ward  will  distribute  his  troops  along 
the  whole  train,  so  as  to  assist  and  protect  them.  A  rear  guard  of  two 
regiments  will  be  sufficient. 

The  artillery  will  march,  one  battery  with  the  advanced  brigades, 
one  immediately  in  rear  of  the  First  Division  trains,  and  one  with  the 
Third  Division. 

General  Jackson  will  have  as  strong  a  pioneer  lorce  as  possible  at  the 
head  of  the  column. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams : 

CHAS.  MOYER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South 
„        „  ,,    „  H'llton  Head,  A'.  C,  February  2,  1865. 

Hon.  Ebwin  M.  Stanton,  ' 

Secretary  of  War  : 
Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inclose  my  letter  to  General  Sherman  of  the 
31st  ultimo,*  with  his  indorsement  thereon;  also  copies  of  the  orders 
and  instructions  referred  to  in  such  letter,  with  copy  of  Brevet  Briga- 
dier-General  Littlefield's  letter  to  me,  dated  30th  of  January  These 
mclosures  are  marked,  respectively,  1,  2,  3,  &c.,  to  No.  9.  I  Avould 
respectfully  ask  that  the  last  sentence  of  paragraph  V,  of  8])ecial  Field 
Orders,  No.  15,  from  General  Sherman's  headquarters,  may  be  annulled, 
so  as  to  leave  the  recruiting  and  organization  of  colored  men  in  my 
hands  and  those  of  Bre^'et  Brigadier-General  Littlefield,  where  it  was 
left  by  previous  iustructions  of  the  War  Department.  I  respectfully 
submit  that  the  pro])osed  change  would  disorganize  the  machinery  now 
established,  and  would  produce  contusion  and  consequently  necessary 
delay.  By  the  orders  inclosed  you  will  see  that  I  am  directed  to 
appoint  ofaoers  provisionally.  Nunibers  have  been  assigned  to  the 
new  regiments  by  the  bureau  of  which  Colonel  Foster  is  chief,  to  wit, 
the  One  hundred  and  third,  the  One  hundred  and  fourth,  the  One 
hundred  and  fifth,  and  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth.  I  have 
appointed  otticers  in  the  One  hundred  and  third,  and  the  regiment  is 
being  efficiently  organized.  I  am  pushing  this  matter  of  enlistments, 
and  shall,  in  any  event,  do  all  in  my  power  to  further  the  wishes  of  the 
Department.  I  would  also  suggest  that  to  place  this  matter  of 
organizing  these  regiments  in  other  hands  than  those  of  the  department 
commander  might  produce  unnecessary  complications.  General  Sax- 
ton's  important  duties  as  inspector  under  General  Sherman's  order  will 
of  necessity  occupy  much  time  and  demand  his  constant  care.  In  them 
he  will  receive  my  thorough  support.  The  interests  at  stake  are  so 
great  that  they  should  be  furthered  by  a  hearty  and  soldierly  co-oper- 
ation between  us.  1  ask  this  resijectfuUy,  as  General  Sherman  informs 
me  that  the  change  specified  in  the  above-mentioned  paragraph  of  his 
order  was  made  by  your  directions.  1  regret  that  there  should  seem  to 
be  any  doubt  of  my  interest  in  the  arming  of  the  colored  race.  I  have 
since  the  first  order  on  this  subject  was  issued  by  the  War  Department 
been  one  of  the  most  active  in  encouraging  and  enforcing  the  enlist- 
ment of  these  men.  Every  officer  who  has  served  with  me  will  bear 
testimony  to  this.  Among  the  earliest  colored  regiments  organized 
were  the  First  and  Second  North  Carolina  regiments ;  you  will  remem- 
ber that  they  were  raised  under  ray  personal  supervision  by  Brigadier- 
General  Wild.  As  a  soldier,  I  wish  to  see  our  armies  strengthened;  as 
a  citizen,  to  do  that  whi(!h  will  most  benefit  this  unfortunate  race,  and 
fit  them  to  rightly  use  that  liberty  with  which  the  war  has  blessed  them. 
Begarding  the  discipline  which  they  v.'ill  receive  in  the  army  as  the 
greatest  and  most  widely  spread  educational  influence  which  can  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  them,  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  making  sol- 
diers of  them  commends  itself  alike  to  my  judgment  and  my  humanity. 
I  need  not  say  that  whatever  may  be  your  decision,  it  will  receive 
from  me  a  soldier's  acquiescence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 

*  See  p.  186. 
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Headquaktees  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  February  3,  1865. 

(Via  Port  Monroe  6th,  3.30  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commandinff  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General:  I  liave  received  dispatch  from  General  Sherman,  who 
was  at  a  point  four  miles  south  of  Hickory  Springs  last  night  (1st). 
He  expected  to  be  at  Rivers'  Bridge  to-night  (2d),  and  at  a  point  mid- 
way between  Branchville  and  Augusta  to-morrow  night.  The  roads 
were  fair.  General  Hatch's  division  is  demonstrating  toward  Gom- 
bahee  and  feigning  to  attempt  forcing  a  crossing.  General  E.  E.  Potter 
with  three  regiments  is  demonstrating  from  Edisto  Island  toward  Wills- 
town.  In  two  days  this  force  will  be  added  to  that  on  Folly  Island  to 
demonstrate  against  James  Island.  I  shall  keep  things  active  and 
strive  to  aid  General  Sherman  in  every  way  in  my  power. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  February  2, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  8taff,   U.  8.  Armies  : 

General  :  The  experience  of  the  past  few  weeks  has  shown  that 
volunteering  among  the  colored  men  in  this  department  is  very  slow 
and  may  not  for  a  long  time  furnish  the  number  so  much  needed  for 
garrison  and  other  duties.  These  men,  just  freed  from  long  servitude, 
are,  of  necessity,  ignorant  and  improvident.  Their  idea  of  liberty  is 
exemption  alike  from  work  and  care.  The  streets  of  Savannah  are  full 
of  them,  lying  in  the  sun  and  waiting  for  bread  without  labor.  Need- 
ing their  services  as  soldiers,  I  respectfully  ask  that  the  Department 
will  fix  a  quota  for  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  allow 
me  to  fill  it  by  conscripting  the  able-bodied  young  colored  men,  under 
such  restrictions  and  exemptions  as  may  be  deemed  most  wise  by 
the  Department.  Such  as  are  imposed  by  the  existing  TJ.  S.  conscrip- 
tion law  might  be  designated  with  an  order  that  one-half  or  one-third 
of  the  number  liable  should  be  drafted.  I  have  consulted  with  colored 
pastors  on  this  subject  aiid  they  agree  with  me  in  advising  the  pro- 
posed course.  The  future  of  the  race  is  a  matter  of  serious  moment. 
Education  is  necessary  to  make  freedom  truly  beneficial.  The  training 
of  the  army  will  do  more  to  educate  these  men  than  any  other  scheme 
which  can  be  devised ;  it  will  make  them  self  reliant  and  will  develop 
their  manhood.  The  camp  is  to-day  the  school  house  of  this  race;  it 
may  be  that  in  the  future  the  soldierly  training  of  these  people  will  be 
their  protection  against  local  injustice,  while  the  habits  of  care  and 
economy  so  learned  will  make  them  self-supporting. 

Alike,  therefore,  upon  military  and  humane  grounds,  1  ask  the  care- 
ful attention  of  the  Department  to  the  suggestions  of  this  letter,  and 
am,  general, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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IIdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  at  a  point  5i  Miles  north  ofBucli  Branch  Fast-Office, 
3i  Miles  'from  Pocotaligo,  February  2, 1865 — 7  j),  m. 
Geueiiil  J.  G.  Foster, 

Coinman(li)xg  Department  of  the  South: 

General:  I  wrote  you  on  the  road  yesterday  touching  the  matter  of 
General  Saxton,  and  gave  you  my  reasons  for  not  changing  my  orders. 
I  still  adhere  to  that  conclusion,  but  have  no  objection  whatever  that 
you  should  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  War  direct  and  leave  hiin  to  judge. 
But  as  to  military  discipline,  I  decide  that  General  Saxton  cannot 
go  to  a  military  post  and  do  anything  which  in  the  judgment  of  its 
commander  is  calculated  to  produce  confusion  or  disorder.  The  com- 
manding officer  of  a  post  is  the  proper  person  to  see  that  it  does  not 
become  encumbered  with  idle  or  worthless  vagabonds  of  any  color,  sex, 
or  kind.  You  may  sustain  General  Grover  in  anything  he  may  do  as  to 
maintaining  good  order  and  government  at  Savannah. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  charged  by  Congress  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  war  policy,  and  we  are  bound  to  respect  his  authority  and 
Avishes,  and  these  are  contained  in  my  orders.  If  General  Saxton  pre- 
sumes on  any  special  influence  let  him  alone  and  he  will  commit  some 
breach  of  military  propriety, when  you  will  take  action.  I  c.ousider  he 
has  no  more  control  over  organizations  of  colored  troops  after  they  are 
mustered  and  paid  than  the  superintendent  of  the  general  recruiting 
service  for  white  troops.  During  the  inchoate  existence  of  a  regiment 
or  company  he  may  use  it  about  his  rendezvous  for  guard  and  police; 
but  after  troops  are  organized  as  companies,  battalions,  or  regiments, 
mustered  in  and  paid  by  the  United  States,  they  at  once  become,  like 
auy  other  part  of  your  command,  subject  to  your  orders  and  detail. 
Indeed,  were  I  in  your  place,  I  would  prefer  this  disposition,  as  it 
relieves  you  of  all  the  details  of  organization.  As  to  Littlefleld's  duties, 
yon  can  put  him  subject  to  Saxton,  or  you  can  give  him  the  detail  of 
any  other  officers  and  men  of  your  command  at  your  own  option.  You 
may  require  him  to  apply  for  such  details  as  he  wants,  and  you  can 
make  them  just  as  you  would  for  the  quartermaster. 

As  to  the  nomination  of  officers  for  negro  regiments,  that  purely 
belongs  to  the  appointing  power,  the  President,  wlio  may  delegate  it 
to  whom  he  sees  lit. 

As  to  steam-boats,  1  don't  think  General  Easton  has  any  feeling  as 
to  you ;  but  I  think  he  has  an  idea  that  Major  Thomas,  much  his  junior, 
is  left  to  judge.  If  he  knows  that  you  give  the  subject  your  personal 
attention,  he  will  be  content.  It  would  be  well  for  you  to  confer  with 
him,  for  I  have  given  him  carte  blanche  and  hold  him  accountable  as 
to  my  immediate  army. 

My  movements  now  will  depend  for  a  day  or  so  on  Slocnm;  but  you 
had  better  be  all  ready  for  the  steps  I  indicated. 

We  find  a  good  deal  of  cavalry  on  all  the  roads,  but  they  do  not  delay 
our  march. 

The  infantry  is  behind  the  Salkehatchie,  which  is  a  swampy,  ugly 
stream  all  the  way  up  to  Barnwell. 

I  am  much  obliged  for  the  papers.    All  well. 
Yours,  truly, 

'  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqks.  Coast  Division,  Department  ov  the  South, 

Focotalif/o,  February  2,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
General:  I  neglected  to  meutiou  in  the  items  seut  you  yesterday 
that  General  Foster  wished  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  considers  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  General  Saxton  shall  be  relieved  from  superin- 
tending the  recruiting  colored  troops.  He  is  crazy  on  the  subject,  has 
harangued  meetings,  and  had  an  appointment  for  a  mass-meeting  in 
Savannah  yesterday.  It  is,  however,  probable  that  General  Grover 
yesterday  forbid  the  mass-meeting.  The  negroes  misunderstand  their 
recently  acquired  freedom,  and  will  neither  work  nor  enlist.  General 
Saxton's  course  is  thought  to  encourage  them  in  their  opinions.  Gen- 
eral Littlefield  is  considered  capable  of  managing  and  organizing  the 
recruiting  of  blacks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HSO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

I  shall  cross  at  Combahee  Ferry  as  soon  as  I  can  get  boats  to  that 
point. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  op  the  South, 

Focotaligo,  S.  C,  February  J2,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Engineers  at  Poet  Koyal  Ferry: 

Sir:  The  brigadier- general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your 
command  to  the  mainland  on  this  side  of  the  causeway,  and  erect 
there  a  tete-de-pont  arranged  for  two  or  more  guns.  He  also  directs 
you  to  send  word  as  to  the  number  of  pontoon  boats  you  have  at  that 
point. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  B.  PERKY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  J3istrict  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  February  2,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General  TJ.  S.  Army,  Washington: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  direct  to  you  a  letter  written 
by  the  acting  chief  quartermaster  of  this  district  to  the  chief  quarter- 
master at  Fort  Monroe,  concerning  some  transportation. 

To  send  this  requisition  through  the  ordinary  channels  would  occupy 
too  much  time,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  sent  direct  to  you. 

I  have  received  letters  (confidential)  from  both  General  Sherman  and 
General  Foster  informing  me  of  General  Sherman's  plans,  and  I  am 
preparing  everything  here  for  the  advance  of  Slierman's  army  into  this 
State.  The  force  for  placing  the  railroad  in  order  from  our  outposts  to 
Kinston  has  arrived,  and  a  portion  of  Schotield's  corps  is  hourly 
expected  here.  This  additional  force  will  probably  arrive  without 
wagons,  and  I  wish  to  place  them  in  immediate  condition  to  march, 
with  twenty  days'  supply  of  provisions  and  ammunition,  to  Golds- 
borough,  where  I  expect  to  join  General  Sherman  by  the  latter  part  of 
this  month. 
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Our  wagons  now  here  aie  barely  sufficient  to  perforin  the  labor hei'e. 
In  May  last  every  wagon,  horse,  and  mule  that  could  be  spared  from 
this  district  was  sent  to  Virginia,  and  none  of  them  have  ever  been 
returned. 

If  this  requisition  can  be  filled  I  think  I  Avill  be  able  to  co-operate 
with  General  Sherman  in  the  manner  directed  by  him. 

As  I  have  said,  the  plans  for  future  operations  have,  been  given  to 
me  confidentially,  and  I  therefore  send  this  to  you  in  the  same  way.  It 
is  my  impression,  however,  tliat  it  is  the  general  belief  in  all  this  region 
that  Sherman  is  coming  through  this  State,  and  it  appears  to  be  spoken 
of  as  a  matter  of  course. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N,  PALMER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  February  2, 1865 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.) 
General  Schofielb  : 

Mahone's  division,  which  was  reported  to  have  gone  south,  has 
returned  to  Petersburg.  They  did  go  south  near  or  quite  to  Weldon, 
probably  to  meet  a  raid  sent  by  General  Palmer  to  destroy  the  ram 
which  is  being  built  in  the  Roanoke. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

February  2, 1865—2.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va.: 
I  expect  to  get  off  to-morrow  with  one  division  besides  General 
Meagher's  command.    I  will  go  with  the  advance  and  will  stop  at  Fort 
Monroe  for  your  orders.     I  will  telegraph  you  when  I  start. 

'  J.  M.  SGHOFIELD, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Fort  Monroe,  Vi..,  February  2, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Washington,  I).  G. : 
I  arrived  here  to-day  with  dispatches  for  you  from  Major-General 
Sherman.    Will  be  in  Annapolis  to-morrow  morning  (Fnday). 

JOHN  P.  andp:rson, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 


Special  Orders,  )       Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

]S^o.  18.  i  Washington,  D.  C,  February  2, 1865. 

I.  The' Special  Orders  of  January  20, 1805,  from  these  headquarters, 
for  embarking  the  troops  of  this  command,  is  hereby  '"O'l^Aed  a«  fol^ 
lows:  The  First  and  Third  Brigades,  Third  Division,  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps,  will  embark  at  Alexandria  to-morrow  mormng  and  move 
withoutdelay  to  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  The  Second  brigade,  Third  Division 
(Colonel  Casement's),  will  move  by  rail  to  Annapolis,  ^d-,  and  emba,  k 
at  that  point,  and  move  without  delay  to  Fort  Fisher.    This  brigade 


214  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.        [Chap.  LIX. 

will  take  precedence  of  all  other  troops  in  embarking  at  Annapolis,  it 
being  important  that  it  reach  its  destination  as  soon  as  practicable. 
Brig.  Gren.  T.  F.  Meagher's  Provisional  Division  will  embark  at  Annap- 
olis withoutunnecessary  delay  (giving  precedence  to  Colonel  Casement's 
brigade),  and  move  to  Beaufort,  and  thence  by  rail  to  New  Berne,  N. 
C,  atid  join  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  1.  N.  Palmer,  to  whom  General 
Meagher  will  report  on  his  arrival  at  Beaufort  for  further  ordeis.  The 
Second  and  First  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  will  embark  at 
Alexandria  or  Annapolis,  as  may  be  directed  by  Brigadier- General 
Eucker,  quartermaster,  as  soon  as  transports  shall  be  provided,  and 
will  move  without  delay  to  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  One  battery  will  move 
with  each  division,  if  practicable,  without  delaying  the  movement  of 
the  infantry.  The  remaining  artillery  wagons  and  animals  will  follow 
the  troops  as  soon  as  suitable  transports  can  be  provided.  Headquar- 
ters will  move  with  the  Third  Division  from  Alexandria  to-morrow. 


By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  8.  f  Alexandria,  Va.,  February  2,  1865. 

I.  Capt.    Hobart  Ford,  One   hundred  and  fourth   Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  is  hereby  detailed  for  duty  as  aide-de-camp  on  the  personal 
staff  of  the  general  commanding,  and  will  report  without  delay  to  these 
headquarters. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Cox  : 

THEO.  COX, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Annapolis,  Md.,  February  3,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  11.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
About  1,000  of  General  Meagher's  division  have  arrived  and  are  on 
board  transports.  Boats  ordered  to  Baltimore  to-day  for  troops  have 
failed  to  reach  that  city.  Another  attempt  will  be  made  at  daylight 
to-morrow.  Great  difftculty  is  experienced  in  coaling  vessels  at  this 
point  and  in  supplying  them  with  water.  In  addition  to  steamers 
named  in  your  memoranda  the  Alliance  and  Hermann  Livingstone  have 
arrived.    The  first  will  carry  200  men  and  the  other  800. 

EOBT.  N.  SCOTT, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  February  2, 1865. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  accordance  with  your 
orders,  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  Major-General  Schofield  com- 
manding, has  been  transferred  from  Clifton,  on  the  Tennessee,  to  the 
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Potomac.  Under  tlie  instructions  of  the  Hou.  C.  A.  Dana,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War,  I  left  this  city  on  the  11th  ultimo  to  take  the  general 
supervision  of  the  movement.  Anxious,  if  possible,  to  comply  with  tlie 
wishes  of  the  Department  and  those  of  the  lieutenant-general  iu  mak- 
ing it  to  Parkersburg  by  water,  yet  knowing  by  experience  the  extreme 
uncertainties  of  winter  navigation  upon  the  Ohio,  I  telegraphed  on  my 
departure  to  several  trustworthy  gentlemen  intimately  connected  with 
the  management  of  Western  railroads,  who  met  me  while  en  route  to 
Louisville,  and  with  whom  I  arranged  for  a  quiet  concentration  of 
machinery,  so  that  if  necessary  there  could  be,  on  twelve  to  twenty- 
four  hours'  notice,  at  either  Cairo,  Evansville,  Louisville,  or  Cincinnati, 
sufficient  to  move  the  corps  as  it  should  arrive  at  either  of  those  points, 
and  yet  in  such  manner  as  not  to  prove  detrimental  to  tlie  interests  of 
the  different  roads  in  case  the  machinery  was  not  required. 

Arrangements  were  also  made  through  the  commissary  department, 
by  which  the  comfort  of  the  troops  should  be  cared  for  by  supplying, 
as  often  as  once  in  each  hundred  miles  of  railroad  transportation,  in 
addition  to  their  rations  an  abundance  of  hot  coffee. 

On  arriving  at  Louisville  and  not  finding  dispatches  from  Generals 
Thomas  or  Schofield,  as  was  anticipated,  advising  me  as  to  the  amount 
of  transportation  required,  or  the  time  when  the  troops  would  be  ready 
to  move,  on  consultation  with  (aeneral  Allen  it  was  deemed  best  to 
order  without  delay  the  assembling  at  Paducah,  the  mouth  of  the  Ten- 
nessee River,  of  transports  amply  sufficient  to  make  the  required 
movement.  This  being  done  by  telegraph,  I  left  Louisville  the  same 
evening  (I4th)  and  reached  Paducah  the  following  night,  where  learn- 
ing that  Major-General  Schofield  had  but  afew  hours  jjreviously  passed 
down  the  river  I  proceeded  at  once  to  Cairo,  and  the  next  day  learning 
from  him  by  telegraph  that  only  transportation  for  10,000  men  would 
be  required,  in  addition  to  the  boats  already  up  the  river,  I  returned 
to  Paducah  that  night,  ordered  the  boats,  with  convoy,  to  be  in  read- 
iness as  soon  as  possible,  and  started  the  next  morning  at  daylight  up 
the  Tennessee. 

At  about  5  o'clock  the  same  evening  (17th)  meeting  General  McLean 
with  a  division  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  coming  down  on 
transports  greatly  overloaded,  on  communication  with  him  it  was 
deemed  best  that  I  should  return  to  Paducah,  sending  up  the  river  the 
transports  accompanying  me,  under  care  of  Capt.  Arthur  Edwards, 
assistant  quartermaster. 

After  largely  increasing  at  Paducah  the  transportation  for  General 
McLean's  command,  rendering  the  condition  of  the  troops  entirely 
comfortable  for  a  long  trip,  this  portion  of  the  corps  proceeded  up  the 
Ohio  on  the  following  morning  (18th)  and  on  the  evening  of  the  same 
day,  having  completed  all  necessary  arrangements  for  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  as  they  should  reach  that  place,  I  left  via  Cairo  for 
Louisville  by  rail,  and  arrived  there  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  in 
advance  of  any  of  the  transports. 

During  the  previous  night  the  weather  suddenly  changed  from  the 
mild  and  genial  temperature  with  which  we  had  hitherto  been  favored, 
and  the  morning  brought  the  coldest  weather  as  yet  experienced  dur- 
ing the  winter,  so  that  on  arriving  at  the  Ohio  I  found  the  river  so  full 
of  floating  ice  as  to  give  serious  apprehensions  of  our  ability  to  pro- 
ceed by  boats  even  to  Cincinnati. 

On  consultation,  however,  with  Major-General  Schofield,  General 
Allen,  and  the  best  advised  river  men,  I  ordered  forward  the  boats  to 
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Cincinnati,  and  telegraphed  as  previously  arranged  for  the  collection 
at  that  place  of  the  necessary  cars  and  machinery  to  be  ready  on  the 
following  morning  to  receive  the  troops  as  they  arrived. 

The  river  having  rapidly  fallen  over  twenty  feet  rendered  it  impos- 
sible for  our  larger  boats  to  pass  above  the  falls,  producing  thereby 
considerable  detention,  as  we  were  obliged  to  transfer  the  troops  to  a 
smaller  class  of  boats  which  could  pass  through  the  canal. 

Everything  progressing  satisfactorily  I  again  took  the  cars  on  the 
evening  of  the  20th  and  reached  Cincinnati  the  following  morning,  in 
advance  of  the  transports,  where  I  found  all  necessary  preparations 
made  to  receive  the  troops  on  their  arrival.  During  the  same  day 
(21st)  about  3,000  men  were  disembarked,  loaded  on  the  cars  of  the 
Little  Miami  Eailroad,  and  started  eastward. 

In  the  afternoon  a  fog  arose,  so  dense  as  for  inore  than  thirty  hours 
to  entirely  prevent  any  movement  of  boats,  and  resulting  in  the  deten- 
tion of  a  large  part  of  the  fleet  for  that  length  of  time. 

On  the  22d  about  4,000  more  troops  were  transferred  from  the  boats 
to  the  cars  of  the  Hamilton  and  Dayton  Railroad,  and  left  for  their 
destination.  During  the  evening  of  this  day  the  weather  again  greatly 
moderated,  and  being  advised  by  telegraph  from  Wheeling  and  Park- 
ersburg  of  the  probabilities  of  an  immediate  resumption  of  navigation,  I 
directed,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  that  boats  containing  from  G,000 
to  8,000  troops  should  take  on  board  as  soon  as  possible  an  ample 
su])ply  of  fuel  and  be  ready  to  move  up  the  river. 

This  completed,  it  was  arranged  with  General  Couch,  commanding, 
that  the  transports  should  start  early  in  the  evening  (23d),  and  one 
had  already  departed  when  there  was  again  so  rapid  a  change  in  the 
weather  as  to  render  it  [an]  unsafe  proceeding,  and  a  boat  was  imme- 
diately dispatched  to  bring  back  the  transport  which  was  on  its  way 
to  Parkersburg,  and  all  were  ordered  to  remain  until  morning. 

During  the  23d  the  movement  by  land  was  continued,  and  about 
4,000  additional  troops  had  been  disembarked  and  transferred  to  the 
cars  of  the  Little  Miami  Eailroad.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the 
weather  having  greatly  increased  in  severity,  and  my  disi)atclies 
from  Parkersburg  advising  nie  that  the  river  was  so  fnil  of  ice  as  to 
render  navigation  impracticable,  1  ordered  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
to  disembark  and  proceed  via  the  Little  Miami  Uailroad,  which,  except- 
ing some  of  the  artillery  and  animals,  was  efi'ected  on  tliat  and  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

Owing  to  the  embarrassments  and  delays  on  the  Ohio  Central,  result- 
ing from  broken  rails  and  machinery,  caused  by  the  uncomnion  sever- 
ities of  the  weather,  and  by  which  cars  were  rei)eatedly  thrown  from 
the  track,  and  several  narrow  escapes  from  serious  disaster  encoun- 
tered, as  well  as  from  the  difficulties  of  crossing  the  Ohio,  I  remained 
on  the  line  from  Columbus  to  Bellaire  until  the  31st,  taking  personal 
supervision  of  the  transfer  of  the  troops  until  the  last  (jar  was  loaded 
on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  on  its  way  over  the  moun- 
tains, when  at  12  m.  I  took  the  train  and  reached  this  city  on  the  night 
of  the  1st  instant,  where,  on  the  following  day,  1  found  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Potomac  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  safely  encamped. 

The  distance  transported  is  nearly  1,400  miles,  about  equally  divided 
between  land  and  water.  The  average  time  of  transportation,  from 
the  embarkation  on  the  Tennessee  to  the  arrival  on  the  banks  of  the 
Potomac,  was  not  exceeding  eleven  days;  and  what  is  still  more 
important,  is  the  fact  that  during  the  whole  movement  not  a  single 
accident  has  happened  causing  loss  of  life,  limbs,  or  property,  except 
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in  the  single  instance  of  a  soldier  improperly  jumping  from  the  car 
under  apprehension  of  danger,  by  which  he  lost  his  life,  when,  had  he 
remained  quiet,  he  would  liave  been  as  safe  as  were  his  comrades  of 
the  same  car. 

After  so  many  days  of  anxiety  and  suspense — a  suspense  and  anxiety 
I  know  fully  shared  by  yourself  and  many  others— may  I  not  congrat- 
ulate you  upon  the  complete  and  entire  success  of  a  movement  the  like 
of  which  I  think  has  neither  its  parallel  in  this  eventful  war,  nor, 
indeed,  in  the  history  of  warfare,  the  only  similar  movement  being 
thatof  the  transfer  of  theTwelfth  and  Thirteenth  [Eleventh]  Army  Corps 
of  22,000  men.  General  Hooker  commanding, from  the  Potomac  to  Chat- 
tanooga, 200  miles  less  in  distance,  and  effected  in  the  mildest  autumn 
weather  in  about  the  same  time,  with  days,  if  not  weeks, of  preparation, 
and  in  which  case  the  route  was  distinctly  understood  before  the  move- 
ment commenced .  Tlie  difference  between  a  movement  under  such  cir- 
cumstances and  one  under  which  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  has  been 
transported,  with  greatly  multiplied  dangers  and  difficulties  attending 
it,  are  thoroughly  understood  by  all  familiar  with  winter  navigation 
and  land  transportation. 

The  transfer  of  so  large  an  army,  with  ample  time  and  preparation, 
for  so  great  a  distance,  even  in  summer  weather,  would  of  itself  be  a 
marked  event.  But  when  it  is  understood  that  not  beyond  four  or  five 
days  had  elapsed  after  the  movement  was  decided  upon  in  Washington 
before  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  had  actually  commenced  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Tennessee,  nearly  1,400  miles  distant,  and  that  within 
an  average  of  eleven  days  from  the  time  of  its  embarkation  so  large  an 
army,  with  its  artillery  and  animals,  was  quietly  encamped  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Potomac,  and  that  the  transfer  has  been  made  along  riv 
ers  obstructed  by  fog  and  ice,  and  over  mountains,  during  violent 
snow-storms,  and  amid  the  unusual  severities  of  midwinter  in  a  north- 
ern climate,  with  all  the  doubts,  constant  uncertainties,  and  changes 
herein  mentioned  as  to  routes  and  points  of  transfer,  at  a  period  of  the 
year,  too,  when  accidents  upon  railroads  arising  from  the  breaking  of 
machinery  or  rails  in  ordinary  transportation  are  of  frequent  occur- 
rence, many  of  a  serious  and  fatal  character  having  occurred  during 
this  time  on  other  roads,  and  when  it  is  known  that  the  comfort  of  the 
troops  has  been  so  carefulh'  provided  for,  and  the  police  of  the  differ- 
ent roads  so  thoroughly  organized  that  during  the  whole  movement  not 
the  least  injury  of  person  or  loss  of  property  occurred,with  the  exception 
of  the  soldier  above  alluded  to,  and  that  the  condition  of  the  troops  is 
to-day  in  all  respects  as  good  for  meeting  the  enemies  of  their  country 
as  it  was  on  the  day  of  their  departure  from  tlie  banks  of  the  Tennes- 
see; under  such  circumstances,  am  I  not  justified  in  characterizing 
this  movement  as  an  event  remarkable  in  design  and  successful  in  exe- 
cution, the  like  of  which  has  never  before  occurred,  and  as  being  most 
illustrative  of  the  great  physical  advancement  and  resources  of  our 
country,  even  in  its  present  desolated  and  distracted  condition,  and 
showing  its  resistless  pov^er  when  harmonious  and  united? 

I  should  be  failing  in  justice  not  to  record  and  call  special  attention 
to  the  means  by  which  your  orders  have  been  so  successfully  executed. 
I  refer  to  the  managers  of  our  railroad  and  river  transportation. 

The  earnest  efforts  of  those  controlling  the  different  lines  of  railroads 
used  in  making  this  movement  have  been  most  conspicuous. 

How  many  valuable  ofiBcers  and  soldiers  have  been  furnished  to  our 
army  from  this  department  of  business  is  well  known  to  yourself;  a 
business  commanding  as  it  does  a  greater  number  in  proportion  than 
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any  other  of  the  most  energetic  and  enterprising  portion  of  our 
citizens,  men  well  adapted  fa  military  service  by  habits  of  command 
and  prompt  obedience,  hardened  by  exposure,  fertile  in  resources, 
vigorous  and  energetic  in  action,  and  accustomed  to  danger  where 
prompt  decision  is  required. 

It  is  to  this  class  of  men  that  the  Government  is  largely  indebted  for 
many  of  its  brilliant  triumphs  and  without  whose  services  your  order 
for  the  movement  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  could  not  have 
been  executed.  Few  persons  are  aware  of  the  superior  ability,  energy, 
and  unceasing  watchfulness  necessary  even  on  ordinary  occasions  to 
secure  the  movement  of  so  large  a  force  over  a  long  line  of  railroad, 
and  fewer  still  appreciate  the  great  increase  of  difficulties  and  dangers 
during  such  extraordinary  severe  weather  as  we  have  had  for  the  last 
month,  to  insure  safety  from  accident  and  disaster;  and  while  nothing 
that  I  can  say  will  add  to  the  reputation  of  gentlemen  so  well  known  to  the 
community  as  are  most  of  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  this  move- 
ment, yet  it  is  but  just  to  place  upon  record  the  fact  that  these  private 
citizens  have  spared  no  labor  and  omitted  no  efforts  to  accomplish  the 
desired  object;  that  from  the  highest  official  to  the  lowest  employe 
days  of  anxious  toil  and  nights  of  sleepless  vigilance  have  conclusively 
proved  that  all  were  fully  awake  to  the  importance  of  the  duty  devolv- 
ing upon  them,  and  felt  that  intense  interest  which  men  alone  feel  who 
are  thoroughly  conscious  of  their  personal  responsibility  for  the  lives 
of  thousands  and  the  success  of  an  important  enterprise. 

The  gentlemen  to  whom  I  allude  are  William  H.  Clement,  president, 
and  E.  W.  Woodward,  superintendent  of  the  Little  Miami  Kailroad; 
D.  McLauren,  superintendent  of  the  Hamilton  and  Dayton  Railroad; 
Thomas  Lough,  superintendent  Steubenville  and  Indiana  Railroad; 
Hon.  H.  J.  Jewett,  president,  and  D.  W.  Caldwell,  superintendent 
Ohio  Central  Railroad;  John  W.  Garrett,  president,  and  W.  Prescott 
Smith,  master  of  transportation,  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road, all  of  whom,  I  thiuk,  are  justly  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  services  they  have  rendered.  The  circumstances,  I 
think,  render  it  not  invidious  that  I  should  especially  refer  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  where  indomitable  will, 
energy,  and  superior  ability  have  been  so  often  and  so  conspicuously 
manifested,  and  where  such  invaluable  services  have  been  rendered  to 
the  Government,  a  road  nearly  400  miles  in  length,  so  often  broken 
and  apparently  destroyed,  so  constantly  subjected  to  rebel  incursions, 
that  had  it  been  under  ordinary  management,  it  Avould  long  since  have 
ceased  operations;  yet,  notwithstanding  all  the  difQculties  of  the 
severe  winter  season,  the  great  disorganization  of  employes  necessarily 
incident  to  a  road  thus  situated,  its  most  extraordinary  curves,  grades, 
bridges,  tunnels,  and  the  mountain  heights  it  scales,  it  has  moved  this 
large  force  in  the  shortest  possible  time  with  almost  the  exactness  and 
regularity  of  ordinary  passenger  trains,  and  with  a  freedom  from  acci- 
dent that,  I  think,  has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  paralleled. 

Much  credit  is  also  due  to  the  boatmen  of  the  West,  who  with  scarcely 
a  day's  notice  promptly  and  cheerfully  furnished  over  forty  transports 
for  this  service,  and  who  have  so  often  and  so  patiently  submitted  to 
the  seizure  of  their  transports,  and  effectively  assisted  in  securing  the 
success  of  our  armies.  During  the  last  four  years  it  has  oiten  fallen  to 
my  lot  to  witness  the  cool  bravery  and  acts  of  daring  of  this  class  of 
men  in  the  passage  of  batteries,  or  the  sudden  and  unexpected  attack 
of  bands  of  guerrillas  while  navigating  our  Western  rivers;  and  Generals 
Grant  and  Sherman,  with  many  others,  will  bear  witness  that  none 
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have  shown  greater  firmness  ami  resolution  in  danger,  or  more  reckless 
daring  and  disregard  of  personal  safety,  and  I  doubt  notmany  of  tlieir 
deeds  -will  live  in  history  and  tradition  along  the  lines  of  our  Western 
rivers,  as  have  the  stories  and  deeds  of  partisan  chiefs  of  former  times. 

It  was  by  the  services  of  such  men  that  the  Government  was  enabled 
so  rapidly  to  concentrate  re-enforcements  at  Donelson  and  Shiloh ;  that 
with  seven  days'  notice  it  was  enabled  to  embark  40,000  men  under 
Sherman  in  mid- winter  for  the  movement  against  Vicksburg,  and  sub- 
sequently to  precipitate  the  same  force  upon,  and  capture,  the  Post  of 
Arkansas.  It  was  their  courage  that  piloted  our  transports  past  the 
batteries  of  Island  No.  10,  Vicksburg,  and  numberless  other  places 
along  our  Western  waters;  and  all  who  have  seen  the  unblanched 
cheek  and  steady  arm  by  which  the  pilot  at  the  wheel  or  the  captain 
on  the  hurricane  roof  have  discharged  their  duties  in  hours  of  danger, 
cannot  fail  to  acknowledge  that  they  justly  deserved  a  page  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  events  of  the  war. 

I  also  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the  services  of  Capt.  J.  V.  Lewis, 
assistant  quartermaster,  an  able  oflQcer,  recently  in  charge  of  transporta- 
tion at  Cincinnati,  who,  at  my  solicitation,  though  he  had  tendered  his 
resignation  and  was  relieved  from  duty,  again  resumed  his  former  posi- 
tion and  labored  incessantly,  and  rendered  most  valuable  assistance  in 
effecting  the  transfer  at  Cincinnati  in  the  movement  by  rail. 

I  would  also  acknowledge  the  very  valuable  assistance  rendered  by 
Capt.  Arthur  Edwards,  assistant  quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson, 
assistant  quavterin aster ;  Capt.  A.  C.  Woolfolk,  assistant  quartermaster, 
and  Capt.  Gus.  Artsman,  assistant  quartermaster,  at  their  respective 
posts  of  duty. 

Herewith  I  transmit  copies  of  all  orders,  instructions,  communica- 
tions, and  reports  of  the  superintendents  of  the  several  roads,  forming 
a  complete  record  of  the  movement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Sail  and  River  Transportation. 

[Inclosures.] 

Copies  of  orders,  letters,  and  telegrams. 

War  Department, 
1.1  January  11,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  It  having  been  decided  that  the  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps,  Major-GcTieral  Schofield  conimanding,  shall  be  transferred  from 
the  Tennessee  to  the  Chesapeake,  you  will  immediately  proceed  west- 
ward, and  take  the  general  supervision  and  management  of  its  transpor- 
tation. 

If  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  will  admit,  it  is  deemed  best  that  the 
transportation  shall  be  by  boats  to  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  thence  by 
rail  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad.  Should  this  not  be  practi- 
cable, the  troops  should  be  transported  by  rail  from  Cairo,  Evansville, 
Jefifersonville,  or  Cincinnati,  as  navigation  of  the  Ohio  will  permit, 
then  by  rail  to  Bellaire,  and  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad. 
^  C.  A.  DANA, 

Assistant  /Secretary  of  War. 
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Qttabteemastbr-Genkral's  Office, 
2  1  Washinf/ton,  January  11,  1865. 

Hoi).  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  ISccretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  V. : 
Sir:  In  accoidance  with  your  instrnctioiis  I  will  leave  here  so  as  to 
connect  with  the  first  train  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling.    I  should 
arrive  at  Wheeling  about  5  o'clock  to-morrow  evening,  and  at  Cincni 
nati  via  Columbus  early  the  next  morning,  and  Louisville  the  next 
afternoon. 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  advise  General  Allen  of  tlie  contemplated 
movement,  so  that  in  case  he  learns  General  Thomas  is  in  readiness  to 
move,  he  could  be  gathering  the  necessary  boats  at  Louisville,  and  also 
direct  him  to  open  any  dispatches  to  me. 
Very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  liiver  Transportation. 


Quarteemaster-Geneeal's  Office, 
3.]  Washington,  January  11,  1865. 

Col.  J.  A.  Potter, 

Assistant  (Quartermaster,  Chicago,  III.: 
We  may  want  200  or  300  cars  at  Cairo  within  three  or  four  days. 
See  the  Illinois  Central  that  they  may  have  it  in  view,  as  we  could 
not  probably  give  more  than  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours'  notice.    I  go 
direct  to  Louisville;  answer  to  Wheeling,  care  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Eailroad. 

By  order  of  Quartermaster-General: 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  liiver  Transportation. 


4.]  Chicag-o,  January  12, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation  : 

The  Illinois  Central  says  everything  depends  on  the  speedy  unload- 
ing of  the  150  cars  already  en  route  to  Cairo,  as  they  would  have  to  be 
relied  on  to  fill  the  requisitions. 

J.  A.  POTTEE, 
Colonel  and  Quartermaster. 


5.]  Fairmont,  Va.,  January  13,  1865 — 3  p.  m. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Master  Transpt.  Baltimore  and,  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore,  Md. : 
Cannot  you  consent  that  Mr.  Coffran  should  come  to  Louisville 
to-morrow  in  case  I  telegraph  back  for  him  ?    He  is  willing  to  go  if  you 
think  proper.    I  think  it  might  be  very  useful  to  your  road  by  giving 
you  early  and  correct  information. 
Have  you  no  reply  from  Gray  or  Lough  ? 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 
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6.]  Baltoioke,  Mb.,  January  12, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Paksons  : 

Gray  says  lie  and  Lough  will  meet  yon  at  Columbus  or  Cincinnati. 
Coffran  can  go  with  you,  if  desired. 

W.  V.  SMITH. 


7.]  Eailkoab  near  Benwood,  January  13,  1865. 

Capt.  Arthur  Edwards, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  or 
Capt.  L.  S.  Mktoalf, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 
Can  Captain  Edwards,  with  Mr.  Downs  and  Hendricks,  meet  me  at 
Louisville  day  after  to-morrow  in  case  I  telegraph  for  tliem  to  do  so? 
Answer  care  of  General  Allen,  Louisville,  and  Captain  Lewis,  of  Cin- 
cinnati. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


8.J  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  13, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Quartermaster : 
(Care  of  General  R.  Allen,  chief  quartermaster.) 

We  can  meet  you  any  place  you  may  direct. 

ARTHUE  EDWARDS, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Received  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  10  a.  ni.  January  14, 1865. 


9.]  Railroad  near  Cameron,  Ya.,  January  12, 1865. 

Mr.  Jewett, 

President  Ohio  Central  Railroad,  or 
Mr.  Caldwell, 

Superintendent,  Zanesville,  Ohio : 
Could  not  Mr.  Caldwell  come  out  a  few  miles  on  this  evening's  train 
to  consult  with  mc  about  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  (xovernment 

and  your  road  ? 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


10.]  Zanesville,  Ohio,  January  12, 1865. 

Col,  Lewis  B.  Parsons  : 
Tour  dispatch  received  too  late  for  me  to  meet  you  on  the  road.    If 

vou  wish  I  can  see  you  here,  when  train  arrives.  ^^^-r-r^-r  t 

D.  W.  CALDWELL. 

Received  at  Bellaire  8  p.  m.  January  12. 
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11.]  liAiLROAD  NEAK  Benwood,  January  12,  1865. 

Col.  McKiM,  or 

J.  V.  Lewis,  Quartermaster x,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  : 

I  desire  to  see  Captain  Lewis  and  some  representative  of  the  Little 
Miami  Kailroad,on  important  business,  on  my  arrival  at  Cincinnati 
to  morrow  morning'  on  my  way  direct  to  Louisville. 
By  order  of  Quartermaster-General: 

LEWIS  15.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


12.]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  13,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  C.  WOOLFOLK, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Cairo,  III.: 
How  many  and  what  boats  could  you  furnish  on  from  twelve  to 
twenty-four  hours'  notice,  with  ten  days'  stores,  fuel  for  500  or  600  miles  ? 
What  boats  are  in  the  Tennessee  or  Cumberland  ?  Answer,  Louisville, 
care  General  Allen,  as  particularly  as  practicable.  How  many  cars 
could  you  furnish  at  Cairo  on  the  same  notice  if  necessary  ? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSOXS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


13.]  Cairo,  III.,  January  14,  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons: 

(Care  General  Allen.) 
I  can  furnish  transportation  for  the  10,000  men  asked  for  by  Gen- 
eral Allen,  without  material  damag'e  to  freighting  up  Cumberland. 
The  Kennett,  Brilliant,  Marmora,  Decatur,  Des  Moines,  and  some  others 
in  Cumberland.  Izetta  and  others  in  Tennessee.  I  am  assured  by 
railroad  agent  that  there  will  be  no  trouble  about  cars.  Let  me  know 
in  time.     Is  this  the  same  as  General  Allen's? 

WOOLFOLK. 

14.]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  13, 1863. 

Capt.  L.  S.  Metcalf, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 
Is  the  river  open  to  Cairo?    If  so,  how  many,  and  what  boats  could 
you  furnish,  on  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours'  notice,  with  ten  days' 
stores  and  fuel  for  600  miles  to  be  sent  to  Cairo? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


15-]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  13, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Allen, 

Louisville,  Ky.  : 
I  have  just  arrived,  and  leave  on  mail-boat  for  Louisville.    Please 
request  Captain  Ernst  to  ascertain  the  names  of  all  boats  on  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Cumberland,  as  far  as  practicable. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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1C-]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  13, 1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Axsistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  0.  : 
Missed  connection.    Leave  for  Louisville  at  noon.    River  at  Pitts- 
burg sixteen  feet,  falling;  Cincinnati  tliirty-seveu  feet,  rising. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSOJSIS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


17.]  Louisville,  January  14, 1865. 

Thomas  Lough,  Esq., 

Columbus,  Ohio : 
ISo  assistance  required  for  some  davs  at  least. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


18.]  Louisville,  January  14, 1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Master  Transportation,  Baltimore,  Md. : 
Shall  not  require  Mr.  Coffran  at  present.    Everything  looks  well  so 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


19.]  Louisville,  Ky.,  January  14, 1865 — 2 p.  m. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assintant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Arrived  here  last  night.  Nothing  here  from  General  Thomas  or 
Schofield.  The  telegraph  will  not  be  open  beyond  Nashville  till  to-mor- 
low.  The  necessary  boats  are  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Paducah.  I  go 
to  Paducah  to-night.  Will  be  there  to-morrow  night,  and  move  up 
Tuesday,  unless  counter  orders  come.  Is  it  decided  about  moving  artil- 
lery ?  The  horses  can  be  moved  so  far  as  the  boats  go  without  much 
difficulty.  Rivers  all  high,  and  still  rising  slowly.  Present  prospects 
good.    Telegraph  can  reacli  me  at  Paducah. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


20.]  Louisville,  January  14,  1865. 

Hon.  0.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  I).  C. : 

Sir:  I  inclose  herewith  copy  of  dispatch  sent  you  this  day.*    I  am 

disappointed  in  finding  nothing  from  General  Thomas,  but  learn  from 

two  of  General  Schofield's  staff  that  he  is  expecting  to  move,  and  on 

consultation  with  General  Allen  it  is  deemed  best  for  me  to  proceed  at 

*  Probably  next,  ante. 
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once  to  Padueali.  We  have  ordered  boats  from  Cairo  aud  all  points 
snfticieiit  for  the  movement,  aud  have  satisfactory  replies.  I  hope  to 
leave  Paducah  by  Tuesday  and  be  at  General  Schofield's  headquarters 
by  Wednesday  night  or  Thursday  morning.  Everything  now  looks 
favorable.  Will  telegraph  you  from  Paducah. 
Verv  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


21.]  Washington,  D.  C,  January  12, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  Allen, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Louisville,  Ky. : 
Col.  L.  B.  Parsons  left  here  last  night  for  Louisville,  to  take  general 
direction  of  the  transiDortation  of  Major-General  Schofield's  corps  from 
the  Tennessee  Eiver  to  Chesapeake  Bay,  just  ordered  by  Lieutenant- 
Geueral  Grant.  The  movement  will  be  made  as  far  as  possible  by 
boats  from  Eastport.  If  the  state  of  navigation  will  allow,  the  troops 
will  not  be  debarked  till  they  reach  Parkersburg;  but  if  necessary,  they 
will  take  the  railroad,  either  at  Cairo,  Evansville,  Jeffersonville,  or 
Cincinnati.  Colonel  Parsons  cannot  reach  Louisville  before  Friday 
night ;  meanwhile  please  open  any  dispatches  that  may  be  addressed  to 
him,  and  make  all  such  arrangements  respecting  steam-boats  as,  in 
your  judgment,  will  expedite  and  facilitate  the  movement.  The  troops 
only  will  be  moved,  leaving  their  transportation  behind. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


22.  J  Louisville,  January  13,  1865. 

General  J.  L.  Donaldson, 

Nashville : 
General  Schofield's  corps  is  ordered  East.  Instruct  all  boats  return- 
ing from  Nashville  to  go  to  Paducah,  and  there  wait  further  orders. 
Let  me  know  how  many  steamers  you  can  send  from  Nashville  within 
two  days.  Answer  immediately.  What  is  the  strength  of  General 
Schofield's  corps? 

EGBERT  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


23.]  Nashville,  January  12  [14?],  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Allen  : 

Telegram  of  12.40  received.  I  am  not  positive  as  to  the  strength  of 
Major-General  Schofield's  command,  but  suppose  it  is  about  15,000 
men.  No  means  of  knowing  any  more  certainly  here.  There  are  but 
two  steamers  at  Nashville,  and  they  are  now  loading  for  Eastport 
Everything  else  gone  to  Eastport  since  changed  to  that  base,  and 
nothing  returned  here.  Have  sent  twenty-six  steamers  from  here  in 
all  and  none  have  yet  returned,  excei)t  my  dispatch  boats,  which  are 
not  included  in  the  above.     All  of  them  ought  to  be  either  at  Eastport 
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or  down  Teuuessee  within  reach.  Will  iustrucjt  all  returning  steamers 
from  here  to  repair  to  Paducali  and  wait  orders  as  you  request.  You 
will  remember,  of  course,  that  General  Schofield's  transportation 
remains  at  Eastport. 

J.  L.  DONALDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

24-]  Nashville,  January  14, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Rail  and  Biver  Transportation: 
Generals  Thomas  and  Schofleld  are  at  Eastport.  The  telegraph  will 
be  open  to  Johnsonville  to-day  and  the  road  by  the  1st  of  February. 
There  is  no  coal  at  Johnsonville;  some  ought  to  be  sent.  I  send  Cap- 
tain Johnson,  assistant  quartermaster,  to  take  charge  there,  by  boat 
this  afternoon.  You  can  reach  General  Thomas  by  telegram  to  Padu- 
cah.  1  send  boats  from  here  tri-weekly  and  you  can  go  from  here  if 
you  please. 

J.  L.  DONALDSON, 
Bvt.  Bruj.  Gen.,  Chief  Quartermaster  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland. 


25.]  Louisville,  January  13, 1865. 

Col.  W.  W.  McKm, 

Cincinnati : 
General  Schotield's  corps  is  ordered  to  Chesapeake  Bay.  It  is  to 
embark  from  Eastport,  Q'enn.,  and  will,  if  practicable,  go  uj)  the  Ohio 
to  Parkersburg.  All  of  the  steamers  at  Cincinnati  maybe  required 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  got  ready.  Colonel  Parsons  is  on  his  way  from 
Washington  to  superintend  the  movement.  He  will  probably  stop  to 
see  you.  I  do  not  know  the  strength  of  General  Schofield's  corps. 
How  many  boats  can  you  furnish  ?  Have  boats  here  for  about  5,000 
men.    Answer  immediately. 


ROBERT  ALLEN, 


Brigadier-  General. 


26.]  Cincinnati,  January  14, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Allen  : 

Telegram  received.    Can  furnish  transports  for  5,000  to  7,000  men,  if 

required,  by  impressing  some  boats. 

'    "^       ^  ^  Wjyi    "V^r.  McKIM, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


27.1  Louisville,  January  13, 1865. 

Capt.  H.  Rasin, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Smithland  : 
Stop  all  steamers  returning  from  Nashville,  and  send  them  to  Padu- 
cah  to  wait  further  orders.    They  are  wanted  to  go  up  the  Tennessee 
to  Eastport,  to  bring  down  General  Schofield's  corps. 

^      '  ROBERT  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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28.]  Louisville,  Ky.,  January  13, 1865. 

Capt.   A.   C.   WOOLFOLK, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Cairo: 
I  want  steamers  to  transport  10;000  men  from  Eastport,  Tenn.,  to 
tliis  place.    Can  I  obtain  them  from  Cairo  without  stopping  the  trans- 
portation of  forage!    Answer  immediately. 

EGBERT  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


29.1  Caiko,  January  13,  1865. 

General  Allen: 

I  can  furnish  boats  for  the  troops  required.    It  may  take  a  little 
time  to  cet  their  crews  together. 

A.  C.  WOOLFOLK. 


30.]  Louisville,  January  13,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Paducah: 

I  am  sending  all  the  hay  we  can  spare  direct  to  Eastport.  Yon 
require  hay  only  for  your  own  use.  The  steamers  returning  from 
Nashville  I  am  sending  to  Paducah  to  wait  there  for  further  orders. 
Stop  all  steamers  returning  from  Eastport,  and  keep  them  there  for  the 
present.  We  want  boats  sufficient  to  bring  down  from  Eastport  Gen- 
eral Schofield's  corps.    Will  give  further  instructions  in  time. 

EGBERT  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


31.]  Louisville,  January  14, 1865 — 12  m. 

Capt.  A.  C.  WoOLFOLK, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Cairo,  III. : 
Send  all  the  boats  you  can  to  Paducah  by  Monday  morning  early; 
have  an  abundance  of  fuel  on  board;  will  require  but  small  crew. 
Colonel  Parsons  will  be  at  Paducah  to-morrow  night.  Advise  me 
immediately  the  boats  you  send  and  the  number  of  troops  they  will 
carry.    No  animals,  wagons,  or  artillery  to  be  moved. 

ROBERT  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-General.  ' 


32.]  Louisville,  January  14, 1865. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Paducah,  Ky. : 
Col.  L.  B.  Parsons  will  be  at  Paducah  to-morrow  night.  Have  a  full 
supply  of  fuel  on  board  of  all  the  boats  to  make  the  trip  to  Eastport 
and  return,  as  I  have  before  directed  to  stop  all  steamers  returning 
from  Eastport  and  all  that  come  to  you  from  Nashville,  and  hold  them 
in  readiness  to  go  to  Eastport. 

EGBERT  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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33.J  Louisville,  January  14,  1865. 

General  J.  L.  Donaldson, 

Nashville : 
Colonel  Parsons  is  here,  sent  out  from  Washington,  to  superintend 
the  transportation  of  General  Schofteld's  command.  He  will  leave  for 
Paducah  this  afternoon.  Transports  sufficient  will  assemble  at  Padu- 
cah  from  Cincinnati,  this  place,  and  Cairo  in  three  or  four  days,  and 
will  proceed  to  Eastport.  If  practicable,  communicate  this  to  General 
Thomas  and  General  Schofield  as  soon  as  possible. 

EOBEET  ALLElf, 

Brigadier-  General. 

34.]  Louisville,  January  14, 1865. 

Col.  W.  W.  MoKiM, 

Cincinnati : 
Send  to  report  to  me  six  good  transports  as  soon  as  possible,  with 
good  supply  of  coal  and  ten  days'  stores.    Only  a  small  crew  will  be 
needed.    Telegraph  the  names  and  when  I  may  expect  them. 

EOBEET  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


35.]  Louisville,  January  14, 1865. 

General  Donaldson, 

Nashville : 
Do  you  know  where  Major-Generals  Thomas  and  Schofield  are?    Can 
you  reach  them  or  Johnsonville  by  telegraph?    Is  the  railroad  work- 
ing to  Johnsonville?    Is  there  any  coal  there?* 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


36.]  Louisville,  January  14,  1865. 

Capt.  Akthue  Edwards, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  or 
Capt.  L.  S.  Metcalf, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Come  to  Cairo  and  Paducah  with  Hendricks  and  Downs,  or  any  other 
assistant  as  soon  as  you  can.  You  must  come  on  train  this  afternoou 
if  possible.    I  expect  to  be  there  to-morrow. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  Eiver  Transportation. 


37.]  Caieo,  January  16,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

(On  train  for  Saint  Louis— sent  to  Centralia,  111.) 
I  am  out  by  orders  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  to  assist  in 
moving  your  army.    He  said  that  I  should  find  dispatches  from  Gen- 
eral Thomas  at  Louisville.    Finding  nothing  I  came  to  Paducah  and 

For  reply,  see  No.  24,  p.  225. 
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here.  What  arrangements  are  made?  How  soon  will  the  troops  be 
ready  to  embark  ?  Is  there  an  ample  number  of  boats  up  the  Ten- 
nessee? About  twenty-five  more  are  at  Paducah  and  here  under 
orders  to  be  ready  to  go  up  if  required,  and  can  start  to-night  if  neces- 
sary. Do  you  take  all  your  artillery,  horses  and  guns?  Please  reply 
as  fully  as  consistent.  Say  where  another  dispatch  can  reach  yoii.  It 
is  best  to  take  enough  boats  to  make  the  troops  comfortable. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


38.]  Cairo,  III.,  January  10,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation,  Cairo,  III. : 
Major-General  Schofleld  directs  me  to  inform  yon  that  boats  now  at 
Clifton,  Tenn.,  can  bring  down  not  over  half  of  his  command.  He 
wishes  boats  enough  sent  up  to  accommodate  10,000  more.  There  are 
five  mounted  batteries  to  be  embarked.  Dispatches  will  reach  me 
here  until  7  p.m.;  after  that  at  Louisville.  I  am  on  my  way  to  Louis- 
ville to  make  arrangements  for  the  transportation  of  the  troops  from 
that  point  east. 

WM.  J.  TWINING, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 


39.]  Louisville,  January  14, 1865. 

CoL  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

Please  telegraph  me  the  decision  in  regard  to  taking  mules  and 
horses. 

G.  W.  SGHOFIELD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c. 


40.]  Washington,  January  15, 1865. 

Colonel  Parsons: 

Major-General  Thomas  telegraphed  on  the  11th  that  he  would  have 
Major-General  Schofleld's  corps  assembled  at  Eastport  by  yesterday. 
Of  the  artillery,  the  men  alone  are  to  be  moved. 

0.  A.  DANA. 


41.]  Pabuoah,  January  16, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons  : 

I  am  directed,  by  command  of  Secretary  of  War,  to  send  a  cipher 
operatx)r  with  you  up  the  river.  Please  furnish  him  such  accommoda- 
tions as  you  can. 

S.  BEUCH, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster, 
Asst.  8u])t.  TJ.  S.  Mil.  Tel.,  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 
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*2-]  Caieo,  III.,  January  16, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Quartermaster,  Cairo,  III. : 
Colonel:  By   telegram  from  Captain   Bruch,  assistant  quarter- 
master and  assistant  superintendent  military  telegraph,  I  am  ordered 
to  report  to  you  as  "cipher"  clerk  and  wait  your  further  instructions. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  CASSELL, 
United  States  Military  Telegraph  Operator. 


43.]  Cairo,  III.,  January  16, 1865—11.30  a.  m. 

Commodore  Livingston,  Commanding, 

Mound-  City,  111. : 
Can  I  have  a  convoy  for  fifteen  transports  from  Paducnh  to  Bastport 
this  evening?    Time  is  important. 
By  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General : 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


44.]  Mound  City,  January  16, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation,  Cairo,  III. : 

Have  no  vessel  here  fit  to  convoy.     Apply  to  Lieutenant  Saltonstall, 
U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk,  at  Paducah. 

J.  W.  LIVINGSTON, 
Commodore  and  Commandant  Naval  Station. 


45.]  Cairo,  January  16,  1865 — 3  p.  m. 

Capt.  William  J.  Twining, 

Aide-deCamp,  Odin,  III. : 
Your  dispatch  is  received.    I  start  for  Paducah  immediately.    Expect 
to  leave  there  in  the  morning.    Everything  looks  well  for  compliance 
with  your  dispatch. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


46,]  Cairo,  January  16,  1865. 

General  Robert  Allen, 

Supervising  Quartermaster,  Louisville,  Ky. : 
Yours  of  this  date  received.    I  do  not  think  we  shall  require  all  the 
Cincinnati  boats,  but  for  perfect  safety  they  had  best  come  down  at 
once.    I  hope  to  leave  Paducah  to-night. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 
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47.]  Cairo,  January  16,  18G5. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Arrived  here  this  morning.  Start  for  Paducah  immediately.  Will 
have  boats  enough  there  in  the  morning  for  the  movement,  and  start 
early  unless  detained  for  convoy.  Hope  to  be  at  Clifton  early  Wednes- 
day and  start  back  on  Thursday.  Weather  and  river  favorable.  A 
cipher  telegraph  operator  accompanies  me,  according  to  your  order. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


48.]  Cairo,  January  16, 1865. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Paducah,  Ky.  : 
Have  all  the  boats  take  on  board  at  least  three  days'  fuel,  and  be 
ready  to  start  on  an  hour's  notice  after  10  o'clock  to-night,  if  convoy 
arrive.    Eequest  convoy  as  soon  as  possible,  as  time  is  important. 
Will  be  up  this  evening. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


*9-]  Cairo,  January  16,  1865 — 3  p.  m. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Master  Transportation,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 

Everything  looks  well.    You  -will  not  probably  hear  from  me  again 
for  three  days. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


'^^■l  Cairo,  January  16, 1865. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Paducah,  Ky.  : 
I  leave  here  at  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 

^^•]  Cairo,  January  16,  1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith,  Esq., 

Master  Transpt.,  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Bailroad,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 
Dear  Sir  :  I  arrived  at  Paducah  last  night.  Expect  to  proceed  up 
the  lennessee  to-night.  Hope  to  leave  Eastport  by  Thursday  All 
will  probably  be  embarked  on  the  same  dav;  hence,  I  fear  if  we  suc- 
ceed m  going  up  the  Ohio  they  will  all  reach  Parkersburg  or  Wheeling 
within  two  days.  I  have  endeavored  to  avoid  this  in  accordance  with 
your  request,  but  with  the  present  views  of  officers,  it  cannot  be  done 
Hence,  m  case  we  reach  you  by  water,  it  will  be  of  importance  to  have 
the  largest  preparation  practicable.    As  soon  as  we  get  out  of  the 
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montli  I  will  keep  you  advised  by  telegrapli  of  our  progress  and  pros- 
pects. Would  it  not  be  well  to  prepare  for  drawing  on  the  Northern 
Central,  and  other  roads,  for  additional  machinery,  if  required?  I 
trust  all  dne  preparation  will  be  made  to  make  the  troops  as  comfort- 
able as  possible,  as  I  found  going  over  the  mountains  it  was  very  cold 
and  without  fires  it  would  have  been  extremely  uncomfortable.  The 
certified  report  to  me  is  3,000  more  than  was  supposed  by  the  Assistant 
Secretary. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSOJSrs, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


52.]  Cairo,  January  16, 1865. 

Thomas  Lough,  Esq., 

Columbus,  Ohio: 
I  expect  to  start  up  the  Tennessee  to-morrow.    Shall  be  absent 
about  three  days,  unless  there  is  great  change  in  the  weather.    Shall 
not  require  assistance  at  present.     Please  advise  Gray  and  Woodward. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


53.]  Paducah,  January  16,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  or 
Capt.  H.  L.  Downs  : 

Yon  will  please  notify  all  the  boats  connected  with  the  fleet  to  be 
moved  up  the  Tennessee  Biver  that  they  are  expected  to  be  in  readi- 
ness to  leave  promptly  on  a  signal  from  the  gun- boat  at  the  hour  of  G 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  to  proceed  in  the  order  and  with  the  vessels 
to  which  they  have  severally  been  assigned. 
Very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


.^4.]  Paducah,  January  17,  1865 — 2  a.  m. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Washington  City : 
All  ready  to  start  at  daylight.     An  iron-clad  is  in  the  convoy  and 
it  will  take  two  days  to  reach  Clifton. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


55.]  Louisville,  January  16,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cairo,  III.  {thence  to  Paducah)  : 
I  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Schofield:    "  Please 
send  to  Clifton  boats  for  10,000  men.    The  boats  up  the  river  will  bring 
down  the  balance."    Two  boats  have  Just  arrived  from  Cincinnati.    No 
dispatch  from  the  quartermaster. 

ROBERT  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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f0oiiii(l(!ntial.) 

56.]  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  15, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Paesons: 

The  Messrs.  Jewett  liave  consented  to  my  absence.    If  desired  I  Avill 
therefore  be  at  your  service. 

T.  LOUGH. 


57.)  On  Board  Steam-boat  Bektha, 

Tennessee  River,  January  17,  1865. 

Ma,jor-General  Couch, 

Gommandhuj  Twenty-third  Corps : 
General:  lam  commanded  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  to 
come  out  and  provide  for  the  transportation  of  the  Twenty -third  Army 
Corps.  Receiving  no  definite  information  at  Louisville  from  General 
Thomas,  as  the  Assistant  Secretary  thought  would  certainly  be  the 
case,  I  Iiave  provided  such  boats  as  seemed  necessary,  and  have  now 
with  me  twenty  boats  moving  up.  Of  them  say  six  or  seven  are  loaded 
in  full  or  part  with  troops  or  stores.  If  they  can  be  unloaded  at  Clifton 
yon  will  have,  I  think,  ample  transportation.  If  they  cannot  be 
unloaded,  you  can,  I  think,  ship  all  the  balance  of  your  army  as  far  as 
Padueah,  where  I  will  prepare  an  ample  number  of  boats,  of  which 
you  caTi  take  what  you  require  to  make  your  army  comfortable.  I 
think  Captain  Edwards,  assistant  quartermaster,  can  render  all  the 
assistance  necessary  up  the  river  and  that  I  had  best  go  to  prepare  for 
you  on  the  Ohio. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSO>TS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and'  River  Transportation. 

P.  S, — If  this  meets  General  Couch  on  the  river,  would  it  not  be  well 
to  send  it  forward  to  tlie  commanding  officer  at  Clifton? 


58. 1  On  Board  Steam -bo  at  Bertha, 

Tennessee  River,  January  17,  1865. 
Capt.  Arthi'r  Edwards, 

Assistant  (Quartermaster : 
You  will  immediately  proceed  in  charge  of  the  fleet  now  moving  up  the 
river  for  the  transportation  of  the  remaining  portion  of  General  Scho- 
field's  army  corps,  now  at  Clifton.  You  will  have  unloaded  at  Clifton 
as  far  as  possible  the  five  or  six  boats  now  in  part  loaded  with  cattle 
and  stores,  with  all  the  dispatch  possible,  and  immediately  embark  the 
troops  thereon,  or  on  as  many  as  shall  be  necessary.  The  boats  will 
then  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where,  or  on  the  way  up,  they 
will  meet  with  five  to  seven  additional  transports  which  Avill  receive 
such  portions  of  the  corps  as  it  shall  be  thought  best  to  embark  thereon. 
Having  embarked  all  these  troops  you  will  immediately  proceed  up  the 
Ohio  until  the  commanding  general  sliall  give  orders  for  disembarka- 
tion. You  will  take  great  care  to  guard  against  accident  by  tire  and 
otherwise.    You  will  advise  me  by  telegrai)h  from  Johusouviile,  Padu- 
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call,  Louisville,  and  Cincinnati,  using  greah  care  in  your  communication 
by  cipher  or  otherwise.     Should  you  find  it  necessary  on  your  arrival 
you  can  press  five  or  six  boats  into  the  service. 
Very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSOJiTS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 

!'•  S. — You  will  take  with  you  Captains  Hendricks  and  Downs,  to 
render  you  such  assistance  as  you  may  require,  Avho  had  best  proceed 
as  far  as  Louisville  at  least. 

L.  B.  P. 

59.]  Office  of  the  Chief  Quabtermastee, 

Louisville,  January  16,  1865. 
Col.  L.  B.  Parsons  : 

Colonel  :  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  just  received  from  Gen- 
eral Schofield.  It  is  dated,  you  perceive,  at  Cairo,  but  I  presume  it  was 
sent  there  from  Clifton,  as  General  Schofield  cannot  be  in  Cairo.  This 
is  about  as  we  expected,  that  there  were  boats  enough  up  or  on  the 
river  to  transport  5,000  or  6,000  men.  At  the  time  I  am  now  writing 
(11  o'clock)  only  two  boats  have  arrived  from  Cincinnati,  and  I  have 
not  heard  from  Colonel  McKim  either  by  letter  or  dispatch,  although  I 
telegraphed  him  a  second  time  yesterday.  A  copy  of  the  dispatch  I 
inclose.  I  telegraphed  you  this  morning  to  Paducah  and  also  Cairo. 
Although  you  have  ordered  boats  from  Cairo  to  transport  10,000  men, 
I  think  it  best  to  send  you  also  the  Cincinnati  boats.  It  is  better  to 
have  a  surplus  than  a  deficiency,  and  the  surplus  need  not  go  farther 
than  Paducah  if  you  think  proper. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Inclosnre.] 

60.]  Cairo,  January  15, 1865. 

General  R.  Allen, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Louisville,  Ky. : 
Please  send  to  Clifton  transportation  for  10,000  men.    The  boats 
now  up  the  river  will  bring  down  the  balance. 

SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 

61.]  Paducah,  January  18, 1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  I).  G. : 
Your  two  dispatches  of  yesterday  are  received.  In  accordance  with 
my  last  dispatch  we  left  yesterday  morning.  Last  night  we  met  the 
entire  Second  Division  and  two  brigades  of  the  Third,  General  McLean 
commanding,  9,000  strong  and  much  overloaded.  Ascertaining  that  I 
had  provided  transportation  ample  for  the  remainder  and  deeming  it 
more  important  that  I  should  return  here,  I  detailed  a  very  competent 
oflflcer,  Capt.  Arthur  Edwards,  to  proceed  and  supervise  the  embarka- 
tion at  Clifton.  General  McLean's  command,  with  additional  boats, 
left  this  morning  at  8  o'clock,  and  should  reach  Louisville  on  Friday 
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morning.  After  perfecting  arrangements  here  I  shall  take  rail  to-night 
at  Cairo  and  be  at  Louisville  to-morrow.  With  the  present  very  high 
water,  transports  come  from  Eastport  to  Paducah  in  sixteen  to  twenty 
hours,  from  Clifton  in  twelve  to  sixteen  liours,  from  Paducah  to  Louis- 
ville in  two  days,  Cincinnati  three  days,  Parkersburg  and  Wheeling 
five  to  six  days. 

The  remainder  of  the  corps  from  Clifton  should  b&  here  between  tliis 
and  morning.  Transportation  is  required  for  18,000  to  20,000,  with 
five  batteries  of  mounted  artillery. 

Dispatches  will  reach  me  at  Cairo  until  midnight.  Please  advise 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


62.1  Cairo,  January  18,  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons: 

I  send  you  the  Florence  for  towing  purposes.  Will  send  you  the 
Lockwood  as  soon  as  I  can  get  her  ready,  and  others  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  The  Emperor  will  be  at  Paducah  this  a.  m.,  I  think,  out  of 
the  Cumberland  and  possibly  some  others.  I  will  report  from  time  to 
time. 

WOOLFOLK, 
Assistant  Quartermaster. 


63.]  Padttcah,  Ky.,  January  18,  186'). 

Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  Allen, 

Louisvilk,  Ky. : 
Started  by  daylight  yesterday  with  twenty  boats.  Met  about  half 
the  corps  coming  down  last  night  much  overloaded.  Ascertaining  I 
had  sufficient  transportation  for  balance,  I  detailed  Captain  IBdwards 
to  proceed  and  supervise  transportation  from  Clifton.  Provided  addi- 
tional boats  for  and  started  the  fleet  for  Louisville  at  8  o'clock  this 
morning.  Transportation  is  required  for  nearly  20,000.  1  shall  perfect 
arrangements  here  to-day  and  leave  Cairo  for  Louisville  tonight  by 
rail.  Only  two  boats  in  from  Cincinnati.  Everything  looks  well  so 
far. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


C4.]  Smithland,  January  18,  1865, 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation  : 
Five  or  six  boats  at  this  place.    The  last  indorsement  on  their  orders 
is  to  proceed  to  Smithland  and  coal.    General  McLean  has  gone  ahead 
without  leaving  further  orders.     Shall  I  order  the  boats  to  follow  him? 

H.  EASIN, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
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65.]  Paducaii,  Kv.,  January  18,  1865. 

Capt.  H.  EasiN, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Smithland,  Ky.  : 
All  boats  connected  with  tlie  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  should  be 
ordered  to  follow  the  corps  up  the  river  as  rapidly  as  possible.    You 
will  direct  the  captains  of  the  transports  to  make  no  delays  not  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 

P.  S. — Will  you  please  direct  Captain  Johnson  to  send  back  boat 
immediately! 

L.  B.  P. 


66.]  Paduoah,  Ky.,  January  18,  1865. 

Capt,  H.  Rasin, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Smithland,  Ky. : 
I  shall  send  five  or  six  boats  for  coal  this  morning.    We  are  almost 
out  here.     Shall  also  send  you  fifteen  or  twenty  again  within  two  days. 
Send  word  by  any  opportunity  to  the  miners  to  get  out  all  the  coal  they 
can. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


67.]  Smithland,  January  18,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Paducah,  Ky.  : 
Your  dispatch  received.    Will  provide  coal  for  such  boats  as  you 
may  send.     Have  sent  an  agent  to  the  mines  to  have  coal  in  readiness 
for  the  vessels  as  they  pass. 

H.  RASIN, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


68.]  Cairo,  III.,  January  18,  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Paducah : 
The  Denning,  Lockwood,  and  Julia  are  the  only  boats  that  are  in  port 
that  can  be  gotten  out  with  any  kind  of  dispatch.  I  think  I  can  get 
them  to  you  by  midnight.  If  any  other  boats  get  in  from  below  I  will 
send  you  one  or  two  more  there.  There  should  be  boats  out  of  the 
Cumberland,  as  the  Emperor  was  reported  to  have  left  Nashville  yes- 
terday morning.  The  Decatur,  Kennett,  and  others  are  due.  If  possi- 
ble let  the  Emperor  and  barge  come  on,  as  General  Allen  seems  to  be 
hurrying  forage  to  Eastport,  and  she  has  another  barge  waiting  her 
here.  The  Pringle  is  also  to  be  at  Paducah  going  up  loaded  and  may 
possibly  be  used  to  return  troops  from  above.  Please  let  me  know  pre- 
ciselv  how  you  are  fixed  and  what  is  the  best  you  can  do  with. 

WOOLFOLK, 
Assistant  Quartermaster. 
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69.]  Paducah,  January  18, 1865. 

Capt.   A.   C.   WOOLFOLK, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Cairo,  III. : 
I  have  ordered  the  Emperor  to  Cairo  as  you  desire,  though  she  has 
part  of  a  load  for  Eastport.    Load  her  as  soon  and  as  fully  as  you  can. 
She  leaves  at  once.    Can't  you  take  the  Florence  for  Eastport?    The 
Pringle  has  gone  up  the  river. 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


70.]  Caieo,  III.,  January  18, 1865—10  a.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Paksons:. 

The  Julia,  Lockwood,  and  Maria  Denning  are  getting  ready,  but 
cannot  possibly  be  at  Paducah  before  to-morrow  morning.  The  Flor- 
ence will  leave  in  half  an  hour. 

A.  C.  WOOLFOLK, 

Assistant  Quartermaster. 


71.]  Paducah,  January  18, 1865. 

Captain  of  Steamer  Emperor, 

Paducah,  Ky.: 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  boats  necessarily  taken  to  move  the 
Twenty -third  Army  Corps  and  to  the  urgent  demands  of  General  Allen 
for  the  transportation  of  forage  from  Cairo  to  Eastport.  you  will  pro- 
ceed from  this  point  to  Cairo,  and  there  take  as  soon  as  possible  a  load 
of  forage  and  proceed  at  once  to  Eastport,  on  your  regular  trips 
between  Nashville  and  Eastport.  This  diversion  to  Cairo,  if  due  dili- 
gence is  used,  should  not  interfere  with  your  weekly  trips  as  rerjuired 
by  General  Donaldson.  Captain  Woolfolk  will  delay  you  as  little  as 
possible  in  obtaining  your  load. 

By  order  of  Quartermaster-General: 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


72.]  Paducah,  January  18, 1865. 

Capt.  Arthur  Edwards, 

Assistant  Quartermaster : 

I  find  that  General  Couch  passed  you  last  night  without  you  seeing 
him  and  is  here  this  morning.  He  advises  me  there  are  not  exceeding 
7,000  men,  at  the  outside,  left,  and  that  there  will  be  two  or  three  large 
boats  from  Eastport  in  addition  to  those  you  have.  This  being  true, 
you  are  provided  amply  for  transportation.  Of  the  six  boats  ordered 
from  Cincinnati  I  have  given  one  to  General  McLean  and  two  to  Gen- 
eral Couch,  leaving  three  that  will  be  here  to  night,  which  will  be  taken 
by  you  to  furnish  additional  transportation,  or  you  can  discharge  other 
boats,  and  take  these  in  place  of  them.  The  Ibllowing  is  a  list  of  the 
boats  which  came  down  with  me  connected  with  General  McLean's 
command  :  Bertha,  Swallow,  Minnehaha,  Cora  S.,  Clara  Poe,  Charmer, 
Financier,  Leni  Leoti,  Burd  Levi,  Marmora,  A.  Baker,  Havana,  Echo, 
Mercury,  Baldwin,  Tyrone. 
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Geueral  McLean  being  very  much  overcrowded,  at  his  request  T 
ga\  e  him  the  following  boats  in  addition  :  Navigator,  Omaha,  Bril- 
liant, Alex.  Speer,  and  Fannie  Brandies,  five  in  number,  making 
twenty-one  boats  attached  to  his  fleet,  and  one  barge  loaded  with  artil- 
lery. The  boats  which  came  down  with  General  Couch  are  the  Izetta, 
Palestine,  Huntsman,  Science  No.  2,  in  addition  to  which  T  have  given 
him  here  the  W.  F.  Curtis  and  Kate  liobinson.  Tliis  will  leave  for  you 
here  the  Blackford,  Majestic,  and  Iron  City.  It  does  not  seem  possible 
that  there  can  be  any  deficiency  in  transportation.  Shcyuld  I  be  mis- 
taken, you  can  take  any  other  boat  you  think  proper.  You  will  take  the 
general  control  of  all  the  above  boats,  should  you  overtake  any  of 
them,  as  well  as  those  coming  down  with  you  subject,  of  course,  to  the 
orders  of  commanding  generals.  I  fear  sonic  of  them  may  lag  behind; 
if  so  you  will  give  such  imperative  orders  as  shall  press  them  forward. 
1  expect  to  be  in  Louisville  to-morrow  (Thursday)  night,  and  leave 
there  some  time  the  next  day.  On  arriving  here  you  will  telegraph 
me  fully,  to  be  sent  in  cipher,  to  care  of  General  Allen,  at  Louisville 
and  again  to  Cincinnati,  from  Evansville  and  Louisville.  If  I  am  gone 
they  will  be  forwarded.  I  may  telegraph  you  at  Evansville  and  Louis- 
ville through  the  quartermaster.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  keep  Captains 
Hendricks  and  Downs  with  you  as  far  as  you  go?  1  leave  it  for  your 
discretion.  When  you  cannot  telegraph  in  cipher,  telegraph  as  fully 
as  you  can  safely.  Be  sure  to  take  boats  enough  to  make  the  troops 
comfortable. 

Hoping  for  your  entire  success,  I  ani  sincerely,  yours, 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


73.]  Washington,  D.  C,  January  17, 1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Colonel  Parsons  : 

Schofield's  corps  is  to  be  taken  to  Alexandria,  Va.,  instead  of  Annap- 
olis, Md. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


74.]  Washington,  D.  C,  January  17,  1805. 

Colonel  Paksons: 

C.  A.  Dana  directs  me  to  inquire  the  length  of  time  it  takes  loaded 
transports  to  come  from  Bastport  to  Paducah  and  from  Paducah  to 

Cincinnati.    Please  answer. 

OPEEATOR. 


75.1  Odin,  III.,  January  19,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Paducah,  Ky. : 
Please  see  they  get  boats  enough  to  be  comfortable,  and  advise  me 
here  if  Edwards  arrives  before  8  o'clock. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  liuil  and  River  Transportation. 
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76.]  Paducah,  Ky.,  January  19,  1865—2.30  p.  m. 

Col.  L.  B.  Paksons, 

Assistant  Qtiartermaster,  Odin,  III.  : 
Balance  of  the  corps  just  arrived  in  live  boats  under  General  Ruger. 
Boats  are  now  coaling.    Captain  Edwards  not  witii  them. 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


77.]  Odin,  January  19, 1865. 

Quartermaster  at  Evansville,  III.  : 

Please  inform  at  4  o'clock  this  evening  whether  the  Brilliant  has 
passed  up,  and,  if  so,  the  hour.  Also  give  me  the  name  of  all  boats 
having  passed  up  since  10  o'clock  last  night.    Eeply  here. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


78.]  Evansville,  January  19,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation: 
The  Brilliant  passed  up  about  6  o'clock  this  morning.  The  following 
boats  have  passed  this  point  up  to  3  p.  m.,  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained: Minnehaha,  Burd  Levi,  Cora  S.,  Charmer,  Bertha,  Leni  Leoti, 
Tyrone,  Fannie  Brandies,  Kate  Robinson,  Swallovr,  J.  H.  Baldwin, 
Clara  Poe,  Marmora,  Alex.  Speer,  Omaha,  Navigator,  Havana,  Pales- 
tine, Echo  No.  2,  A.  Baker,  Mercury,  Financier,  and  W.  F.  Curtis. 
Will  telegraph  the  remaining  this  evening. 

I.  W.  HART, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


79.]  Odin,  January  19, 1865. 

General  Robert  Allen, 

Louisville,  Ky. : 
Missed  connection;  cannot  get  to  Louisville  before  morning.    Dis- 
patches will  reach  me  here  until  8  o'clock.    Had  I  best  push  on  to  Cin- 
cinnati or  go  to  L.?    All  right  at  midnight  when  I  left. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


79^.]  Louisville,  January  19,  1865. 

Col.  Lew^is  B.  Parsons, 

On  No.  4,  Odin,  III.  : 
No  transports  have  yet  arrived.    I  think  you  had  better  come  this 
way.    You  will  be  in  time  to  go  ui)  with  the  troops. 

R.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier-  Qeneral. 
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^^•]  Odin,  January  19, 1865. 

Capt.  A.  C.  WOOLFOLK, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Cairo,  III. : 
Missed  connectiou.    A dvise  Captain  Wilsou  and  request  him  to  send 
nie  all  the  news  here  until  8  o'clock  to-night. 

^  ,      ,  LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


^^•\  Smithland,  January  18, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  &c.: 
Ali  boats  left  here  soon  after  I  telegraphed  you. 

H.  EASIN, 
Assistant  Quartermaster. 


82.]  Odin,  January  19, 1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Missed  connection  here.    Will  be  in  Louisville  in  the  morning.    Dis- 
patches just  received  showing  about  half  the  corps  had  passed  Louis- 
ville by  3  o'clock  to-day,  and  all  the  balance  in  the  Ohio  at  that  hour. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


83.]  Odin,  January  19, 1865. 

General  Egbert  Allen, 

Louisville,  Ky. : 
Balance  all  reached  Paducah  about  3  o'clock  this  afternoon.    I  tele- 
graphed you  this  noon.    Did  you  get  it? 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


84.]  Louisville,  January  20, 1865. 

Colonel  MoKiM, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
Please  see  Mr.  W,  H.  Clement,  president,  or  E.  W.  Woodward,  super- 
intendent, of  Little  Miami  Eailroad,  as  soon  as  possible  and  arrange 
for  transportation  of  10,000  to-morrow  and  10,000  Sunday.  The  utmost 
energy  and  prompt  attention  are  necessary.  They  are  arriving  here 
now.  Obtain  military  orders  for  taking  cars  at  all  points  necessary. 
See  that  as  many  cars  as  possible  have  stoves  in  and  a  large  supply  of 
straw  or  hay,  and  one  tier  of  seats  around  the  inside  of  the  car.  Mr, 
Wood  wardj  the  superintendent,  assured  me  he  would  make  all  arrange- 
ments required.  Acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  and  telegraph  me 
hourly  the  progress.  All  other  trains  on  the  road  must  necessarily 
yield  to  this  movement.    Say  to  these  gentlemen  that  I  earnestly  solicit 
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their  every  effort  to  make  the  movement  a  success.  Lough  and  Gray 
at  Columbus  will  give  every  assistance  they  can.  What  is  the  condition 
of  navigation  as  to  ice  at  Cincinnati? 

LEWIS  B,  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


85.]  Louisville,  January  20, 1865. 

Thomas  Lough,  or 
D.  S.  Gray, 

Cohtmbus,  Ohio: 
Now  arriving  here;  do- not  think  will  be  at  Cincinnati  to-morrow 
before  noon;  balance  next  day.  I  have  telegraplicd  Clement  that  you 
will  do  everything  you  can.  Please  act  with  your  accustomed  energy 
and  promptness,  and  see  that  all  cars  are  as  comfortable  as  possible, 
supplied  with  stoves,  straw,  and  seats  around  the  inside.  Telegraph 
Clement  or  Woodward.  I  suppose  all  trains  should  be  stopped  going 
from  the  East.  I  go  to  Cincinnati  to-night  by  rail.  Telegraph  Caldwell 
at  Zanesville  and  reply  here.    Answer  soon. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Eail  and  River  Transportation. 


86.]  Louisville,  January  19, 1865. 

W.  H.  Clement,  or 

Woodward, 

Little  Miami  Railroad,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Have  telegraphed  Colonel  McKim  fully.  See  him  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. Half  are  now  arriving  here.  Will  be  at  Cincinnati  to-morrow 
morning.  Please  do  not  have  an  hour's  delay.  I  ask  your  accustomed 
energy  in  making  the  movement  a  success. 

LEW^IS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


87.]  Louisville,  January  20,  1865. 

Capt.  I.  W.  Hart, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Evansville,  Ind.: 
Telegraph  at  4  o'clock  all  boats  that  have  passed  up  since  your  dis- 
patch of  3  o'clock  yesterday,  and  telegraph  Sunday  morning  to  Cincin- 
nati, care  of  Colonel  McKim,  all  that  have  passed  up  to  that  time. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


88.  J  Louisville,  January  20,  1865. 

Colonel  McKiM, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
There  will  be  about  20,000  troops  and  800  animals.    Two  thousand 
will  arrive  at  Cincinnati  in  the  morning. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation, 
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'^^■]  Louisville,  Janmry  20, 1865. 

Hou.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  C: 
Fleet  now  arriving  here.  Weather  cold.  Ice  forming  in  the  river. 
Navigation  below  Pittsburg  reported  unsafe  by  ice.  All  well  advised 
boatmen  agree  that  it  would  be  entirely  unsafe  attempting  to  go  above 
Ciuciuuati  until  a  change  of  weather  for  several  days.  Hence,  on  con- 
sultation with  General  Schofleld  and  General  Allen,  have  ordered  trans- 
portation by  rail  from  Cincinnati.  They  will  begin  to  leave  from  Cin- 
cinnati to-morrow,  and  arrive  there  as  fast  as  the  roads  can  transport 
them. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation, 


90.]  Louisville,  January  20, 1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith,  Esq., 

Master  of  Transpt.,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore,  Md. : 
Now  arriving  here.  Owing  to  ice  in  the  river  will  be  compelled  to 
take  cars  at  Cincinnati.  About  one-third  to  morrow  noon  and  the 
balance  the  two  following  days.  The  number  is  about  one-third  more 
than  was  supposed  when  I  leftW.  Will  you  see  that  cofi'ee  is  provided 
every  six  or  eight  hours  in  large  quantities  ?  I  go  to  Cincinnati  to-night. 
Let  me  hear  from  you.  Cannot  you  get  machinery  from  tlie  Pennsyl- 
vania Central  and  the  Northern  Cross  [Central?]  Railroad,  so  as  to 
move  more  than  you  suggested?  Flease  see  cars  are  thoroughly  pro- 
vided with  hay  or  straw  and  stoves,  as  the  weather  threatens  to  be 
very  cold.  I  would  suggest  one  tier  of  seats  around  the  inside  of  the 
car. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


91.]  Louisville,  January  20,  1865. 

Quartermaster,  or 

Agent  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 

Parlcershiirg,  Va. : 
Please  tell  me  the  condition  and  the  prospects  of  the  river  for  the 
next  three  days  as  to  ice  and  navigation. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  IVansportution. 


9l>.]  Louisville,  January  20, 1865. 

Quartermaster,  or 

Agent  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 

Wheeling,  Va.: 

I'lease  tell  me  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  river  for  the  next 
three  days  as  to  ice  and  navigation. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
16  r  r— vol  xlvii,  pt  II 
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93.]  Louisville,  January  20,  1865. 

Capt.  Frank.  Ernst, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Louisville,  Ky.: 
Captain:  You  are  instructed  to  detain   the  steamers  (connected 
witl)  tlie  mail  line  between  Cincinnati  and  Louisville)  at  Louisville 
until  detachments  of  troops  can  be  concentrated  and  taken  on  board. 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


94.]  Louisville,  January  20,  1865. 

Capt.  Frank.  Ernst, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Louisville,  Ky. : 
Captain  :  You  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  for  such  a  period  of  time  as 
is  required  to  pass  the  fleet  of  transports  bearing  troops  to  this  city 
and  to  points  above. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


95.]  Louisville,  Ky.,  January  20,  1865. 

Capt,  Frank.  Ernst, 

Assistant  QuariermaMer,  Louisville,  Ky. : 
Captain:  You  will  require  the  assistance  of  Captain  Varble  and 
Capt.  B.  C.  Levi  to  assist  in  receiving  and  reshipping  troops  to  this 
post.    You  are  hereby  authorized  to  employ  the  above-named  parties. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


96.]  Louisville,  January  20, 1865. 

General  Schofield, 

Louisville,  Ky. : 
The  Cora  S.  came  up  here  with  sick,  who  have  been  taken  off  and 
put  into  the  hospital  here.  I  desire  to  put  300  or  400  troops  on  her 
and  send  to  Cincinnati  to-night.  The  physician  in  charge  desires 
someorder  before,  he  says,  he  can  properly  surrender  the  boat  for  such 
purposes.  He  says  he  sees  no  reason  why  it  could  not  be  so  used.  Will 
you  not  please  indorse  on  this  authority  for  me  to  use  this  boat  for 
this  purpose? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 

[Indorsement.] 

97.)        Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio 

Louisville,  January  20,  1865. 
Coloned  Parsons  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  possession  of  the 
steamer  Cora  S,  and  use  her  for  the  purpose  named  within 

J.  M,  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General 
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'J8.J  Baltimore,  January  20, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  Colonel  McKim,  chief  quartermaster,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.) 
Your  dispatch  from  Odin  received  .12  noon  Friday.    Eiver  said  to  be 
closed  in  part.    How  will  you  send  to  us?    Answer. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


99- J  Cincinnati,  January  30,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  of  General  Allen,  Louisville,  Ky.) 
Telegram  received.  Mr.  Clement  is  absent.  Mr.  Woodward  will  be 
here  this  evening.  Present  indications  are  not  more  than  3,000  men 
can  be  moved  to-morrow.  If  any  additional  transportation  can  be  had 
will  advise  you.  Weather  is  moderating,  but  can't  calculate  on  safe 
navigation  for  next  three  or  four  days  even  if  thaw  ensues.  Boats 
can  come  to  Cincinnati.  Will  telegraph  you  again  to-night.  I  have  a 
dispatch  from  W.  P.  Smith,  Baltimore,  concerning  the  river,  and  have 
telegiaphed  him  that  first  shipment  by  rail  to  Bellaire  will  start  in  the 
morning. 

W.  W.  McKIM, 

Colonel,  &c. 


100.]  EvANSVlLLE,  January  20,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation,  Louisville,  Ky, : 
The  following  boats  have  passed  this  point  since  3  o'clock  p.  m. 
yesterday :    St.  Patrick,    Huntsman,    Science,  Nashville,   Sberinan, 
Victory,  Tarascon,  Morning  Star,   Imperial,  Emerald,  Nora,  Fanny 
Gilbert,  Norman:  some  passed  up  during  the  night  without  stopping. 

I.  W.  HAET, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


101.]  EVANSVILLE,  January  20,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Louisville,  Ky.  : 
The  Stephen  Decatur  and  Champion  have  passed  up  since  my  last 
dispatch  at  2  p.  m. 

I.  W.  HART, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


102.]  Louisville,  January  20,  1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,   Washington,  D.  G.  : 
About  one-half  are  here  or  have  passed  up.    I  go  to  Cincinnati  by 

rail. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 
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103.J  Louisville,  Ky.,  January  20,  1865. 

Colonel  MoKiM, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  : 
I  regret  to  liear  progress  is  so  slo'n'.    Can  you  not  put  on  force  and 
assist?    More  than  one- third  Lave  passed  up.    Advise  the  roads  that 
if  they  cannot  move  them  promptly  I  will  stop  a  part  to-morroAV  and 
send  by  Indianapolis. 

LEWIS  B.  PAliSONS, 
Colonel  and    Chief  of  Bail   and  River  Transportation. 

104.]  Louisville,  January  20,  1865. 

E.  W.  Woodward, 

Superintendent  Little  Miami  Railroad,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  so  few  can  be  moved  to-morrow.    If  you  cannot 
move  them  promptly  I  will  stop  a  part  and  send  by  Indianapolis. 
More  than  one-third  have  passed  up. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  Biter  Transportation. 

105.]  Cincinnati,  January  21, 1865. 

Colonel  Cross,  Quartermaster,  ov 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Hailroad, 

Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 
Please  advise  me  immediately  the  condition  of  the  river  as  to  ice  and 
navigation. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 

106.]  Cincinnati,  January  31,  1865. 

Thomas  Lough,  or 
D.  S.  Gray, 

Columhus,  Ohio: 
It  is  reported  you  are  lacking  in  facilities  and  ability  to  make  the 
large  transportation  desired,  and  as  you  thought  when  I  saw  you  you 
would  be  able  to  do.  Please  advise  me  definitely  and  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable. I  will  give  any  orders  you  may  desire  for  taking  machinery 
at  any  point  for  the  use  of  your  road.  I  know  there  are  no  difiBculties 
not  insuperable  which  you  will  not  conquer.  Pray  give  every  instruc- 
tion and  use  every  means  to  secure  the  most  perfect  safety  in  passing 
from  Columbus  to  Wheeling;  also  keep  the  agent  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Kailroad  advised  of  your  progress. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 

107.]  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  21, 1865. 

Lewis  B.  Parsons,  Colonel,  &c.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

We  are  prepared  to  move  all  the  trains  brought  us  promptly  to 
Wheeling.  Will  exercise  all  imaginable  care  for  safety  and  comfort  of 
the  soldiers.  We  have  a  large  force  now  at  work  unloading  cars  to 
send  to  Cincinnati. 

T.  LOUGH. 
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108.]  Cincinnati,  January  21, 1865. 

QUAKTEKMASTER,   or 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad, 

Parlcershurg,  Va.: 
Please  advise  me  immediately  the  condition  of  the  river  as  to  ice  imd 
navigation.    I  telegraphed  you  yesterday  and  got  no  reply. 

LEWIS  B.  PABSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


109. J  Cincinnati,  January  31, 1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
One  train  started  last  night.  We  hope  to  get  off  from  5,000  to  6,000 
to-day  and  4,000  to  5,000  to-morrow.  It  is  reported  there  is  difficulty 
on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road  preventing  a  ra])id  transportation. 
Please  ascertain  the  facts  from  Mr.  Garrett.  Would  it  not  be  well  to 
direct  the  military  officers  commanding  along  that  road  to  use  extraor- 
dinary care  in  guarding  bridges,  &c.?  Time  from  here  to  Wheeling 
will  be  about  twenty  hours.    I  shall  remain  here  to  day  and  to-morrow. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


110.]  Washington,  January  21, 1865 — 8  p.  m. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
Mr.  Grarrett  informs  me  that  there  is  nothing  to  cause  delay  on  any 
part  of  his  road. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


111.]  Cincinnati,  January  21, 1865. 

QUAKTEEMASTBR,  or 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 

Wheeling,  Va. : 
Please  advise  me  immediately  the  condition  of  the  river  as  to  ice 
and  navigation.    I  telegraphed  you  yesterday  and  got  no  reply. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


112.]  Wheeling,  Va.,  January  21, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  PARSONS, 

Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation: 
(Care  Colonel  McKim,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.) 
Five  feet  of  water  in  the  channel.    Navigation  is  entirely  suspended 
by  floating  ice.  GUS.  ARTSMAN, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
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113.]  Cincinnati,  January  21, 1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Macfeely, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 
In  the  present  movement  of  troops  it  is  of  great  importance  that 
ample  preparation  be  made  in  the  way  of  commissaries,  especially  in 
preparing  as  often  as  once  in  six  to  eight  hours  an  abundant  supply  of 
hot  coffee  to  be  given  to  each  train  as  it  passes.  The  arrangement 
should  be  made  as  perfect,  not  only  in  the  way  of  supply,  but  in  facili- 
ties for  furnishing  it  as  rapidly  as  is  practicable.  I  have  therefore  to 
request  that  j^ou  will  as  promptly  as  possible  make  such  arrangements 
by  telegraph  and  otherwise  as  will  secure  the  end  desired  and  i)revent 
all  possibility  of  failure  in  so  important  a  matter. 
By  order  of  Secretary  of  War : 

LEWIS   B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


114.]  Cincinnati,  January  21, 1865. 

W.  Peescott  Smith, 

Master  Trans^jt.,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore,  Md. : 
To  whom  shall  I  telegraph  to  Wheeling  and  Parkersburg?    I  do  not 
get  replies  from  there.    One-third  left  to-day.    Can  I  not  take  2,000  or 
3,000  daily  via  Marietta  road? 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and   Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


115.]  Baltimore,  January  21, 1865 — 5.30  p.  m. 

Col.  L.  B.  Paksons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Telegraph  J.  B.  Ford,  Wheeling,  or  S.  C.  Gale,  Parkersburg.  Take 
1,000  per  day  at  least,  via  Marietta  road,  if  river  wiU  permit  their  trans- 
fer at  Parkersburg.  We  are  pressing  equipment  to  river  from  this  end, 
and  coffee  and  other  arrangements  fully  understood.  Advise  me  every 
five  hours. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


11<>-]  Louisville,  January  21, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons  : 

(Care  Colonel  McKim,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.) 
The  following-named  boats  have  passed  through  canal  since  you  left: 
Charmer,  Financier,  Marmora,  Alex.  Speer,  Mercury,  Havana,  Navi- 
gator, Palestine,  Huntsman,  Kate  Robinson,  W.  F.  Curtis,  Nightin- 
gale.   As  soon  as  coaled  will  proceed  immediately. 

PEANK.  EENST, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
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^^'•^  Cincinnati,  January  21, 1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Master  Transpi,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore,  Md.: 

The  weather  is  changing  rapidly;  rain  is  commencing.    It  maybe 

safe  m  the  morning  to  start  boats  for  Parkersburg.    If  so,  1  sliall  send 

more  than  one-half  that  way.    Will  keep  you  advised.    Has  there  been 

any  arrangement  for  coffee  on  your  road? 

^  ,      ,  LEWIS   B.  PAESONS, 

Lolonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transvortation. 
(See  answer,  IW.) 

11^-]  Cincinnati,  January  21,  1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  1).  G. : 
The  weather  is  becoming  mucli  warmer;  rain  commencing.     If  it  is 
deemed  safe  in  the  morning  I  shall  start  more  than  one-half  for  Park- 
ersburg. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESON8, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 

il9.]  Washington,  January  21, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Cannot  you  use  the  Marietta  road  ?    A  great  deal  of  transportation 
was  accumulated  for  you  at  Parkersburg. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

l^O.j  Cincinnati,  January  21, 1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  1).  C.  : 
Your  dispatch  of  this  day  just  received.  I  can  send  2,000  or  3,000 
to-morrow  over  the  Marietta  road-,  but  yesterday  it  was  reported  that 
even  a  ferry-boat  could  not  cross  there.  I  have  also  just  received  dis- 
patch from  the  agent  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad  at  Parkers- 
burg as  follows:  "Navigation  suspended  at  this  point.  Prospects  are 
that  It  will  continue  for  three  or  four  days."  I  think  the  safest  way  is 
to  send  5,000  or  6,000  to-day  and  to  morrow  to  Wheeling  and  the  bal- 
ance up  tlie  river,  if  to-morrow  it  appears  safe  to  do  so. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 

121.]  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  January  20, 1865 — 5.15 p.  m. 

W.  P.  Smith, 

Master  of  Transpt.,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltiniore,  Md. : 
Your  message  to  Colonel  Parsons  received.    Troops  will  go  from 
here  by  rail;  expect  to  start  first  train  of  about  4,000  to  Bellaire 
to-morrow  morning. 

W.  W.  McKIM, 
Colone^  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 
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122.]  GiJN'CiNNATi,  Ohio,  Jammry  21, 1SC5. 

Capt.  E.  Btjek,  or 
AiiMY  Quartermaster, 

Columbus,  Ohio: 
The  necessities  of  the  GoveriimeTit  require  several  hundred  cars  to 
move  troops  immediately.  You  will  therefore  make  requisitions  at 
once  on  such  roads  as  can  soonest  furnish  them  for  at  least  200  good, 
safe  cars,  suitable  for  moving  troops,  and  if  any  road  fails  or  refuses  to 
deliver  them  promptly  you  will  immediately  take  possession  of  the 
cars  and  deliver  them  to  Thomas  Lough  or  D.  S.  Gray  and  J.  W. 
Doherty,  with  wliom  you  will  at  once  consult  before  further  action. 
By  order  of  Secretary  of  War : 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOXS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


123.]  Cincinnati,  January  SI,  1865. 

H.  J.  Jewett, 

President  Central  Ohio  Railroad,  Zanesville,  Ohio  : 
We  expect  to  send  over  400  cars  to  you  in  the  next  three  days.     Say 
200  to-morrow  morning.    It  seems  to  me  necessary  to  stop  all  other 
trains  after  to-night.    Do  you  not  concur  for  safety?    I  would  suggest 
that  all  trains  be  limited  to  ten  to  twelve  miles  per  hour. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


124.]  CoLTJMBXTS,  Ohio,  January  21, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

We  have  suspended  all  but  our  through  passenger  trains  and  will 
have  power  here  sufticient  to  move  the  trains  as  they  arrive  from  Cin- 
cinnati. We  have  reduced  the  rate  of  speed  to  the  maximum  of  ten 
miles  per  hour.    If  power  is  needed  will  also  suspend  passenger  trains. 

H.  J.  JEWETT, 


125.]  Cincinnati,  Jamiary  21,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  General  E.  Allen,  Louisville,  Ky.) 

Colonel:  The  following  is  a  copy  of  telegram  sent  you  this  a.  m. 
in  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  this  date,  viz : 

]  shall  probably  have  cars  enough  for  the  troops  as  they  arrive;  shall  know  posi- 
tively in  a  I'eTV  hours.  ' 

Ifthe  ruin  now  falling  and  moderate  weather  continue,  as  appearances  indicate 
the  boats  can  proceed  to  Parkersburg  by  to-morrow  night,  which  will  be  safer  and 
better  for  the  nit'U. 
Will  you  authorize  me  to  order  the  boats  to  proceed,  if  deemed  judicious? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKIM, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 
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120.]  Paducah,  January  30,  1865—5  a.  m. 

Col.  L.  B,  Parsons. 

(Care  General  Allen,  chief  quartermaster,  Louisville,  Ky.) 
The  troops  are  all  on  their  way  up  the  Oliio  Eiver.    We  leave  with 
some  300  at  4  a.  m.  this  morning  and  will  overtake  them  to-day. 

AKTHUE,  EDWAEDS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


127.]  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  21, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  : 
The  trains  which  left  here  this  a.   m.  for  Bellaire  are  stopped  at 
Zanesville  to  cook  their  rations.     Cannot  this  be  avoided  by  providing 
cooked  rations  at  those  places  by  the  military  authorities?    It  will 
avoid  great  delay. 

T.  LOUGH. 


128.]  Cincinnati,  January  21, 1865. 

Thomas  Lough, 

Columbus,  Ohio : 
The  trains  leaving  to  day  and  hereafter  will  all  have  five  days'  cooked 
rations.    The  commissary  has  assured  me  that  arrangements  should  be 
made  for  hot  coffee  at  Columbus  and  Bellaire. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


129.]  Cincinnati,  JoMuary  21, 1865. 

Samuel  C.  Gale, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  ParTcersburg,  Va.: 
Please  telegraph  me  as  early  in  the  morning  as  consistent  whether 
there  is  any  change  iu  the  prospect  for  navigation,  and  also  to-morrow 

evening. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


130.]  Paekersbitbg,  January  21,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
Navigation  suspended  at  this  point.     Prospects  are  that  it  will  con- 
tinue for  some  three  or  four  days.  ^^^^^^   ^    .,  *  t  xi 

SAMUEL  C.  (tALE. 

J3J  1  Baltimore,  January  21, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 
I  have  your  dispatch  from  Louisville,*  and  your  letter  from  Paducah  .t 
Increase  of  numbers  with  five  sets  of  vehicles  is  a  surprise  to  us,  but 
*  See  20th,  p724i.  t  See  16th,  p.  230. 
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will  make  every  effort.  I  fear  provision  of  coffee  not  within  our  possi- 
bility, as  a  commissary  officer  should  make  such  arrangement.  I  will, 
however,  telegraph. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


132.]  EVANSVILLE,  January  21,  18(1'). 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  of  Colonel  McKim,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.) 
The  following  have  passed  up  since  Thursday  morning,  as  near  as 
can  be  ascertained,  some  having  passed  up  during  the  night  without 
stopping:  Brilliant,  Kate  Eobinson,  Palestine,  Charmer,  Marmora, 
Fannie  Brandies,  Havana,  Cora  S.,  Clara  Poe,  Mercurj',  Navigator, 
Minnehaha,  Burd  Levi,  Swallow,  J.  H.  Baldwin,  Echo  No.  2,  A.  Baker, 
Bertha,  Leni  Leoti,  Alex.  Speer,  W.  F.  Curtis,  Huntsman,  Nashville, 
Tarascon,  Nora,  Stephen  Decatur,  Tyrone,  Science,  Nightingale,  Morn- 
ing Star,  Fanny  Gilbert,  Caroline,  Omaha,  Izetta,  Sherman,  Imperial, 
Norman,  Financier,  St.  Patrick,  Victory,  Emerald,  Champion. 

I.  W,  HART, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermastei: 


133.]  CoLTTMBXJS,  January  21,  186'>. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

How  many  men  do  you  propose  to  move  each  day  positively  ?  I 
understand  you  not  to  exceed  4,000,  as  that  would  be  the  limit  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  facilities.  This  can  be  done  without  large  demand 
from  other  roads;  while  200  cars,  which  would  carry  8,000  men,  Avill 
require  a  great  number  of  extra  engines.  1  would  suggest  that  no 
more  men  be  started  from  Cincinnati  each  day  than  can  be  disposed  of 
by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  daily  at  Bellaire.    Please  answer. 

T.  LOUGH. 


134.]  Baltimore,  January  21,  186;j. 

Col.  LEwas  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
Am  I  to  understand  that  whole  movement  will  be  made  by  Ben- 
wood,  or  are  part  to  come  by  Marietta  road,  and  what  part? 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


135.]  Paekeesbtjrg,  January  21,  ISC'). 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 
Your  dispatch  just  received.    Did  not  receive  dispatch  of  20th 
instant.    The  weather  is  moderating,  and  ice  thawing  very  rapidly. 
Boats  left  here  for  Cincinnati  and  Wheeling  this  p.  m. 

B.  F.  KELLEY,  Jr., 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
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136.]  Baltimore,  January  31, 1865 — 8.30  p.m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
Tour  difspatch  of  2  p.  m.  received  8  p.m.     I  note  what  you  say  about 
expected  cliange  in  river.    Please  keep  us  advised.    Coffee  matters  all 
arranged.    I  have  telegraphed  you  three  times  to-day. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


137.]  Cincinnati,  January  21,  1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Master  Transpt.^  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore,  Md. : 
From  4,000  to  5,000  left  to-day  by  rail  via  Columbus.  About  the 
same  number  will  i>vobably  leave  to-morrow,  and  the  same  next  day. 
If  ice  will  admit  some  5,000  to  7,000  will  start  for  Parkersburg  on  boat 
to-morrow,  or  next  day.  If  not,  they  will  go  the  same  as  the  balance, 
unless  you  direct  by  rail  to  Marietta.  Tour  agent  at  Parkersburg 
telegraphed  me  this  morning  that  ua^dgation  was  entirely  suspended 
at  Parkersburg,  and  likely  to  be  for  three  or  four  days.  Captain  Kelley 
reports  late  this  evening  that  it  is  thawing  rapidly.  Do  not  blame  me 
for  sending  troops  so  fast,  or  that  there  are  so  many.  I  could  not 
change  it.  Geueral  Schofield  expects  there  will  be  some  detention,  but 
is  anxious  to  get  them  along  as  fast  as  he  can.  He  does  not  expect 
anything  unreasonable  from  you.  Arrangements  for  coffee  have  been 
made  at  Wheeling  and  Columbus. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


138.]  Cincinnati,  January  21, 1865. 

General  Egbert  Allen, 

Quartermaster,  Louisville,  Ky. : 
Boats  detained  somewhat  by  fog  last  night,  but  are  now  arriving 
rapidly.    We  have  arrangements  for  sending  7,000  to  8,000  a  day. 
Navigation  at  Parkersburg  reported  as  suspended  and  not  likely  to  be 

open  for  two  or  three  days. 
^  LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation 


139. 1  Cincinnati,  January  22,  1865. 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad, 

Wheelinfj,  Va.: 

General  Schofield  and  staff'  and  about  200  guard  left  here  at  8  a.  m. 
via  Columbus  for  Wheeling  to  proceed  over  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eail- 
road to-night  by  your  regular  train  or  otherwise.  Be  prepared  and 
telegraph  to  General  Schofield  stating  your  arrangements  bymy  request, 

and  answer  here.  ^^^^^^  ^  PAESOFS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 
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140.]  WiiEBLiNCf,  January  22^  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation,  Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

We  will  have  transportation  ready  for  General  Scliofield  on  arrival 
at  Bellaire. 

J.  B.  FOED, 
Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 


141.]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  22, 1865. 

Captain  Kelley,  or 
Samuel  C.  Gale, 

Parliemhurg,  Va. : 
I  telegraphed  you  Saturday  night  without  reply  asking  in  reference 
to  navigation  and  ice  this  morning.    Please  advise  me  immediately  and 
also  to-morrow  morning  early. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOKS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


142.]  Cincinnati,  January  22,  1865. 

W.  Pbescott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 
Tour  three  dispatches  of  yesterday  received.  I  telegraphed  you 
fully  late  last  night.  A  dense  fog  for  the  last  thirty  hours  suspended 
navigation  entirely,  hence  Ave  have  only  forwarded  to  C  p.  m.  thiS'  day 
about  6,000;  are  now  loading  and  expect  to  get  off  to-night  2,000  more. 
Shall  probably  send  3,000  to  4,000  more  to-morrow,  all  by  Columbus. 
If  it  is  certainly  safe  to  send  by  river  shall  probably  send  G,00C  to 
7,000  to  Parkersburg  by  boat  to-morrow  evening  or  next  day.  Will 
advise  you  in  the  morning.  I  am  confident  we  are  acting  most  pru- 
dently in  the  course  we  are  pursuing — have  been  surrounded  by  doubt 
and  uncertainty.  Will  reserve  most  of  the  animals  and  artillery  for  the 
last. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


143.]  Cincinnati,  January  23, 1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 

I  suppose  you  are  advised  that  the  destination  has  been  changed  to 
Alexandria.  Some  of  the  troops  have  orders  for  Annapolis.  Please 
immediately  give  such  orders  as  will  prevent  going  to  Annapolis  and 
send  them  directly  to  Alexandria.  Columbus  is  instructed  to  promptly 
notify  your  agent  at  Wheeling  of  the  force  of  all  trains  passing. 
Answer. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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144.J  Baltimore,  January  23, 1865. 

(Received  9  a.  m.  24th.) 
Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

If  our  dispatclies  of  8  and  10  p.  in.  Sunday  received,  three  in  number. 
Commissary-General  has  now  tixed  about  cofi'ee  matter.  I  understand 
about  change  of  destination  to  Alexandria.  Weather  is  very  bad  in 
this  longitude  from  sleet,  snow,  and  rain,  but  we  are  on  the  alert  and 
hope  to  do  the  thing  effectively.  Please  keep  Wheeling  and  Parkers- 
burg  constantly  advised  from  Cincinnati  and  Columbus. 

W.  PEESCOTT  SMITH. 


145.]  Cincinnati,  January  22,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 
Tour  dispatch  of  yesterday  received.  Owing  to  the  dense  fog 
entirely  suspending  navigation  for  thirty  hours  boats  have  not  arrived 
as  fast  as  was  expected.  Have  sent  up  to  G  p.  m.,  via  Columbus,  about 
6,000.  Are  loading  and  expect  to  send  over  2,000  to-night  and  about 
4,000  to-morrow.  If  the  river  is  certainly  safe  shall  probably  send  bal- 
ance on  boats  to  Parkersburg,  to  arrive  by  the  time  the  others  are 
moved  from  Wheeling.  Have  been  surrounded  by  uncertainties  and 
taken  the  safest  course. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOlSrS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


146.]  Cincinnati,  January  22, 1865 — 8  p.  m. 

Thomas  Lottgh, 

Columbus,  Ohio : 
Please  be  sure  and  promptly  notify  the  agent  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Kaikoad  at  Wheeling  of  the  number  of  troops  and  animals  in 
each  train  as  they  pass  Columbus.  Has  cofi'ee  been  provided  for  all 
trains  by  the  commissary?  Woodward  answered  your  dispatch  to  me 
last  night.    Are  all  trains  going  well  on  the  Central? 

LEWIS  B.  PAIISONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


147  1  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  23,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Colonel  and  Transportation  Quartermaster,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

I  notify  J,  B.  Ford,  agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  at  Wheeling, 
immediately  upon  the  departure  from  here  of  the  number  of  cars,  ani- 
mals, cars  of  baggage,  and  cars  of  troops  on  each  train,  iu  order  tliat 
they  may  furnish  the  same  facilities.  Our  trains  are  moving  very 
nicely  at  their  limited  speed  of  ten  miles  per  hour.  Cofi'ee  is  prepared 
here  and  delivered  at  each  car  at  the  same  moment.  Captain  Goodrich 
is  here  watching  every  movement,  and  so  far  everything  ht^  gMie  well. 

T.  LOUGH, 
Superintendent. 
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148.]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  22^  IStio. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Wheeling,  Va.: 
Did  you  get  my  dispatch  of  this  morning-,  stating  General  Schofleld 
would  be  in  Wheeling  to-night  with  200  troops  to  go  immediately  east? 
Has  the  commissary  provided  abundance  of  coffee  for  troops  atBellaire? 
Do  you  receiye  prompt  information  from  Oolumbus  of  the  force  of  trains 
passing  there?    How  are  you  getting  on? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


149.]  Wheeling,  January  23, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 
Tesj  to  all  your  inquiries.  Wo  telegraphed  you  and  General  Scho- 
fleld. We  have  special  trains  in  waiting  for  general,  staff,  and  guards. 
Dispatched  east,  from  the  river,  the  first  trains  at  5.10  a.  m.  Our 
arrangements  are  perfected  for  prompt  movement.  We  have  suspended 
one  of  our  passenger  trains,  and  will  suspend  both  if  necessary. 

J.  B.  FOED. 


150.]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  22,  1865. 

General  J.  M.  Schofield  : 

(Care  J.  B.  Ford,  agent   Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  Wheel- 
ing, Va.) 

I  telegraphed  the  agent  at  Wheeling  early  this  morning  of  your  com- 
ing. Do  you  find  everything  satisfactory?  A  dense  fog  has  prevailed 
all  day,  preventing  arrival  of  boats.  We  will,  however,  come  nearly  up 
to  my  dispatch  of  last  night.     How  about  the  river  ? 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


151.]  Benwood,  W.  Va.,  January  23,  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Transportation,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  : 
Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  received.  All  arrangements  seem 
very  satisfactory,  and  I  think  the  troops  will  go  through  all  right.  I 
start  east  at  12  o'clock,  and  expect  to  go  through  on  passenger  time. 
I  think  delay  on  Columbus  road  was  not  due  to  any  fault  of  the  super- 
intendent, but  to  that  of  the  conductors  and  local  agents. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 

152.]  Baltimore,  January  22,  1865— 3.30  p.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
We  are  providing  rapidly  to  meet  exigency  both  at  Benwood  and 
Wheeling.    Coffee  will  be  ready  at  Benwood,  but  have  had  to  telegraph 
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Commissary-General  at  Washington  to  give  specific  orders  to  Grafton, 
Cumberland,  Martinsburg,  and  Sandy  Hook.  Won't  you  send  some  by 
Marietta  road? 

W.  P.  SMITH, 
Master  Transportation. 


153.)  Cincinnati,  January  22,  1865 — 10  p.  m, 

W.  P.  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 
Your  dispatch  of  this  day  received.    I  regret  you  have  had  so  much 
trouble  about  coffee.    It  should  not  have  been  so.    I  have  advised  you 
fully  to-night  at  8  o'clock  as  to  sending  to  Parkersburg.    I  may  con- 
clude in  the  morning  to  send  some  by  the  Marietta  road. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  Eiver  Transportation. 


154. 1  Pabkersbuug,  January  23,  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
Navigation  has  been  resumed  this  morning;  boats  leaving  here  for 
Wheeling  and  Pittsburg. 

SAML.  C.  GALE, 

Agent. 


155  1  EVANSVILLE,  January  23,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  Colonel  McKim,  Ctacinnati,  Ohio.) 
Steamers  Emma  Floyd,  Naugatuck,  and  Argyle  have  passed  up  since 

my  dispatch  of  yesterday. 
■^       ^  I.  W.  HAET, 

Captain  and  Assistant  (Quartermaster. 


156.1  Parkersburg,  January  23, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

When  may  I  expect  the  troops  here?    Please  answer  quick. 

SAM.  C.  GALE. 


157.]  Cincinnati,  January  23,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Samuel  C.  Gale, 

Agent,  Parkersburg,  Va. : 
About  3,000  will  start  this  evening  and  reach  yon  in  from  two  to  two 
and  a  half  days.    Will  advise  you  -^^\«|^^\«s«g^*p^EsoNS, 

■Colonel  and  Chief  o/  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 
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158.]  Cincinnati,  January  23,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Samuel  C.  Gale, 

Agent,  Parliersburg,  Va. : 
Six  hundred  to  1,000  troops  left  Louisville  for  Parkersburg  nearly  a 
week  ago.  I  cau  Lear  nothing  from  them.  Have  they  arrived?  If  so, 
they  are  to  proceed  immediately  with  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 
Let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible.  What  is  the  condition  of 
the  river?  I  have  telegraphed  several  times  without  any  rejily. 

LEWIS  B.  PAliSONS. 


159.]  Pakkeesbtjeg,  January  23,  1865 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 
'No  troops  have  arrived  here  yet.    River  full  of  floating  ice  and  but 
few  boats  running.    Your  disjiatches  have  been  answered  daily. 

SAML.  C.  GALE, 

Agent. 


lo9i.]  EvANSViLLE,  January  23,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  Colonel  McKim,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.) 
The  Des  Moines  passed  up  at  2  p.  m.     Said  to  be  the  last  of  the  fleet. 

I.  W.  HART, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


160.]  Cincinnati,  January  23,  1865. 

W.  Peescott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md.: 

Over  8,000  had  left  by  12  o'clock  last  night  via  Columbus.  Twenty- 
five  hundred  more  are  now  loading  by  the  same  route.  Three  thousand 
will  start  this  evening  for  Parkersburg  on  boats,  and  reacli  there  in 
from  fifty  to  sixty  hours.  Probably  about  1,500  more  will  start  to  day 
by  Columbus.    Do  not  think  I  shall  send  any  by  the  Marietta  railroad. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


161.]  Louisville,  January  23,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  Colonel  McKim,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.) 

Captain  Edwards  here.     The  last  of  the  boats  are  now   passing 
through  the  canal. 

FRANK.  ERNST, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
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162.]  Cincinnati,  January  23^  1865. 

Major  Macfeely, 

Chief  Commissary : 
Deab  Sib  :  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  advise  you  that  there  are  about 
1,000  men  again  delayed  for  a  lack  of  rations  at  the  Little  Miami  Rail- 
road depot.  Is  it  not  possible  to  put  an  end  to  the  recurrence  of  these 
detentions?  Will  you  not  give  such  orders  as  will  prevent  further 
delay  1  There  are  some  eight  or  ten  boats  ordered  up  to  Parkersburg 
with  troops,  and  will  leave  as  soon  as  they  get  their  rations  and  fuel. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


163.]  Cincinnati,  January  33, 1865. 

Captain  of  Steamer: 

Sir  :  In  proceeding  to  Parkersburg  in  accordance  with  the  orders  of 
Captain  Lewis,  assistant  quartermaster,  you  will  move  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible consistent  with  the  utmost  safety  in  regard  to  the  troops  on  your 
boat.  Should  a  change  of  the  weather  occur  whereby  it  should  become 
dangerous  to  proceed  owing  to  ice,  you  will,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  the  military  oflScers  in  command,  immediately  return  to  this  city. 
It  is  hoped  and  believed,  however,  by  promptness  you  will  be  able  to 
reach  Parkersburg  without  dififlculty.  General  Couch  will  proceed  in 
command  of  all  boats  proceeding  up  the  river,  his  headquarters  being 
on  board  the  Major  Anderson. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 

(The  above  order  was  sent  to  the  following  boats,  viz :  Marmora, 
Huntsman,  Alex.  Speer,  Baltimore,  Eose  Hite,  Nashville,  Norman,  Nav- 
igator, and  Havana.) 


164.]  Cincinnati,  January  23, 1865, 

Samuel  C.  Gale, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  Barhersburg  ; 

Tour  dispatch  and  one  from  Captain  Kelley  (184)  just  received,  in 
consequence  of  which  1  have  ordered  boats  not  to  leave  till  further 
news  from  you  to-morrow.  Telegraph  me  as  early  in  the  morning  as 
possible  as  to  ice  and  navigation. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


165.1  PABKERSBURiG,  January  3i,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
Weather  very  cold.     Eiver  rising.    A  great  deal  of  ice  passing. 
Steamer  Telegraph  arrived  this  p.  m.  with  colored  troops  from  Catletts- 

^•^'^^-  S.  C.  GALE.. 

17  B  R— VOL  XLVII,  PT   II 
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166.]  Parkeesbueg,  January  23,  1865, 

Gol.  L.  B.  Paksons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
Ice  running  heavy :  quite  a  snow-storm:  no  boats  running  to-day. 

B.  F.  KELLEY,  Je. 


167.]  Cincinnati,  January  24, 1865 — 12  m. 

D.  W.  Caldwell, 

Superintendent,  Zanesville,  Ohio  : 
Are  all  trains  proceeding  safely  without  accident,  and  to  your  satis- 
faction?   Please  answer  definitely. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Trnnsportation, 


168.]  Zanesville,  January  24, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Paesons, 

Columbus,  Ohio  : 
The  movement  thus  far  has  been  very  satisfactory.    Trains  are  being 
run  slowly  and  carefully,  but  with  entire  freedom  from  accident. 

D.  W.  CALDWELL. 


169.]  Cincinnati,  January  23, 1865. 

Col.  W.  W.  McKiM, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

Deae  Colonel  :  Captain  Lewis  has  just  shown  me  your  note  to 
him.  Owing  to  the  arrival  of  a  large  number  of  boats  during  the  night, 
and  constant  arrival  this  morning,  together  with  the  presence  of  Gen- 
erals Cooper,  Couch,  and  Euger,  all  pressing  to  get  their  troops  for- 
ward as  fast  as  possible,  Captain  Lewis  and  myself  have  been  inces- 
santly occupied  in  arranging  the  troops — a  i)ortion  to  go  by  water  and 
a  portion  by  rail — giving  orders  for  their  fuel,  rations,  &c.,  so  that  it 
has  been  absolutely  impossible  for  the  captain  to  do  anything  else. 

Feeling  assured  that  if  everything  was  going  well  you  would  not 
desire  so  many  boats  and  meu  should  be  delayed  to  make  a  formal 
report,  we  have  simply  confined  ourselves  to  pushing  forward  the 
troops.  Be  assured  there  has  been  no  intentional  lack  of  compliance 
with  your  wishes  in  giving  you  a  prompt  report,  on  the  part  of  Captain 
Lewis,  and  it  is  only  from  the  circumstances  above  mentioned  that  it 
has  been  done.  As  soon  as  the  present  pressing  requisitions  are  com- 
plied with,  the  captain  will  send  you  up  a  statement  of  everything  that 
has  been  done.  Under  such  circumstances  may  I  not  ask  that  you  will 
temporarily  waive  his  reporting  to  you  in  person. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 

P.*S.:r-As  soon  as  report  can  be  made  up  I  will  bring  it  uji  mysel£ 
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1'^^-]  Cincinnati,  January  22, 1865. 

Capt.  J.  V.  Lewis, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
Colonel  McKim  having  expressed  a  desire  that  you  should  take  super- 
vision of  the  movement  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  from  this  place, 
and  also  a  desire  that  proper  authority  should  be  given,  you  are  hereby 
instructed  to  take  general  supervision,  and  see  that  the  troops  aie  prop- 
erly and  safely  shipped  on  cars  of  the  Hamilton  and  Dayton  or  Little 
Miami  Kailroad,  via  Columbus,  and  the  Central  Ohio  to  Bellaire.    You 
will  use  great  care  in  seeing  that  the  proper  orders  for  transportation 
are  given,  and  that  the  Government  receipts  for  no  more  transporta- 
tion than  is  received.    As  soon  as  the  entire  transportation  is  completed 
you  will  please  make  a  report  to  me  at  Washington  of  the  number  of 
troops  and  time  moved,  and  everything  of  interest  pertaining  to  the 
expedition. 
By  order  of  Quartermaster-General : 
Very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  Biver  Transportation. 

171 .]  Cincinnati,  January  23, 1865—6  p.  m. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 
Following  dispatch  received  from  Captain  Kelley  at  2  o'clock:  "Ice 
running  heavy;  quite  a  snow-storm;  no  boats  running  to-day."  In 
consequence  of  which  I  have  ordered  boats  not  to  start  till  further  news 
from  Parkersburg.  Shall  get  oft'  4,000  to-day  by  rail,  and  probably  send 
as  many  more  to-morrow.  Coming  at  this  rate  I  presume  you  can  move 
them  without  trouble. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  Biver  Transportation. 

172.]  Cincinnati,  January  23, 1865— 6 p.m. 

C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Four  thousand  men  gone  by  rail  to-day,  making  over  12,000.  The 
following  dispatch  received  from  Captain  Kelley,  assistant  quarter- 
master at  Parkersburg,  to-day:  "Ice  running  heavy;  quite  a  snow- 
storm; no  boats  running  to-day."  In  consequence  of  which  I  have 
ordered  boats  not  to  leave  till  further  orders.  I  shall  keep  shipping 
by  rail  to-morrow.    Trains  all  moving  well  through  Ohio. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 

173.]  Cincinnati,  January  23, 1865 — 7  p.  m. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  Wheeling,  Va.: 
The  ice  is  so  bad  I  think  we  shall  keep  shipping  to-morrow  and  next 
day  by  Wheeling.    How  many  trains  have  arrived?    Telegraph  me 
every  twelve  hours  how  matters  progress. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 
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174.]  Wheeling,  January  23, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Paksons, 

Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  : 
We  have    dispatched    seven  trains  to   destination,  all  that  had 
arrived  at  Bellaire  to  9  p.  m.    Power  and  cars  in  waiting  to  take  troops, 
&c.,  as   fast   as  they  arrive.    Twenty-six    hundred  men  have  gone 
forward, 

J.  B.  FORD. 


175.J    Little  Miami  and  Columbus  and  Xenia  R.  R.  Co., 

Superintendent's  Department, 

Cincinnati,  January  24,  1865. 
Colonel  Parsons  : 

Dear  Sir  :  The  Central  Ohio  road  is  probably  short  of  power.  Had 
you  not  best  telegraph  to  Lough,  or  quartermaster  at  Columbus,  author- 
ity to  take  if  necessary  two  engines  of  the  Piqua  railroad  and  two  of 
the  Cleveland,  Columbus,  and  Cincinnati  Railroad.  Trains  are  going 
very  slowly  east  for  safety.  We  cleared  out  the  yesterday's  lot  at  2 
a.  m.  this  morning.  My  impression  is  that  we  can  take  the  troops  to 
Columbus  as  fast  as  they  can  be  taken  away  from  there. 

E.  W.  WOODWARD. 


176.]  Cincinnati,  January  24, 1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Thomas  Lough, 

Superintendent,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
Please  advise  me  why  it  is  trains  are  moving  so  slowly  over  the  Cen- 
tral Ohio.  Report  from  Wheeling  shows  the  arrival  of  a  much  less 
number  of  troops  than  I  had  expected,  and  that  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  was  waiting.  Are  you  short  of  engines?  If  so,  the  quartermas- 
ter at  Columbus  will  give  you  authority  to  make  requisition  or  take 
possession  of  as  many  as  are  necessary.  We  send  4,000  more  to  day, 
and  the  same  to-morrow,  making  about  20,000  in  all.  Pray  act 
promptly,  and  advise  me  fully.  Cannot  the  Piqua  furnish  you  engines 
if  required? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


176^.]  Office  Depot  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

[January  23, 1865.] 
Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 

Burnet  House,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
Colonel  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  date* 
informing  me  that  there  are  about  1,000  men  again  delayed  for  lack  of 
rations  at  the  Little  Miami  Railroad  depot.  In  reply  I  have  to  inform 
you  that  I  found  but  one  regiment,  about  400  men,  at  the  Little  Miami 
depot;  that  rations  had  been  drawn  for  this  regiment  by  the  division 
commissary  of  subsistence  this  forenoon.    I  have  kept  an  agent  £.t  the 

*  See  No.  162,  p.  257. 
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depot  since  yesterday  to  ascertain  what  rations  are  required,  imme- 
diately on  the  arrival  of  each  detachment,  and  to  have  them  supplied 
without  a  moment's  delay.  I  have  plenty  of  cooked  rations,  and  can 
supply  the  troops  as  rapidly  as  1  can  ascertain  what  they  require.  I 
assure  you  that  the  delay  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  failure  or  neglect 
of  the  subsistence  department  of  this  place. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  MAGFEELT, 
Major  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  U,  S.  Army. 

176^.]  "Wheeling,  January  25,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Zanesville,  Ohio : 
Just  received  the  following  from  our  agent  at  Benwood: 

We  haye  been  ready  two  hours  to  stnrt  train  No.  20.  Now  5.40  p.  m.,  but  the  men 
won't  let  U8  do  it  because  White,  the  officer  in  charge,  is  across  the  river  at  Bellaire. 
They  are  nearly  all  drunk,  and  threaten  to  shoot  us.  We  are  providing  the  cars 
with  straw;  Tery  many  of  them  have  stoves.  No  troops  laying  over  for  want  of 
transportation.  We  will  get  provost-marshal-general  to  remedy  the  difficulty  if 
possible  at  Benwood. 

Troops  are  coming  through  promptly  and  abundance  of  coffee  is  sup- 
plied at  Benwood  and  on  the  line,  and  in  case  there  should  be  a  tem- 
porary delay  at  Bellaire  the  officers  should  be  requested  to  have  the 
men  leave  the  cars,  so  they  can  be  returned  to  Cincinnati.  We 
answered  your  message  last  night. 

J.  B.  FORD. 


177.]  Cincinnati,  January  24,  1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  C. : 
I  shall  get  off  16,000  by  midnight.    There  will  be  about  3,000  or  4,000 
who  will  go  to-morrow.    I  shall  be  at  Columbus  to-morrow,  Wheeling 
next  day. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS. 


177^.]  Cincinnati,  January  24, 1865—3  p.  m. 

W.  P.  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 
It  is  so  cold  I  fear  there  will  be  suffering  going  over  the  mountains 
unless  there  is  great  care  in  the  preparation  of  stoves,  &c.    I  go  to 
Columbus  to-night,  remain  one  day,  and  then  to  Wheeling.    Every- 
thing works  well  so  far  as  I  can  learn. 

LEWIS  B,  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 

178  1  Cincinnati,  January  24, 1865. 

General  Egbert  Allen, 

Louisville,  Ky.: 
At  least  16,000  will  have  left  by  dark  to  night.    Balance  go  to-mor- 
row.   I  go  to  Columbus  and  Wheefing,  to  remain  one  or  two  days.    All 
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go  by  rail,  and  everything  works  admirably.  Please  request  provost- 
marshal  to  send  stragglers  to  report  to  Captain  Lewis  as  soon  as 
possible. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


178J.]  Xenia,  January  24, 1865. 

J.  B.  FOBD, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Wheeling,  Va.  : 
It  is  so  severely  cold  I  fear  troops  may  suffer  in  going  over  the  moun- 
tains. I  hope  you  will  provide  stoves,  straw,  and  coffee,  and  make 
them  as  comfortable  as  possible.  I  am  on  my  way  to  Columbus.  Tele- 
graph me  there  to-night  how  many  trains  have  gone  east  and  how 
many  are  waiting  to  go. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


179.J  Columbus,  January  24, 1865 — 10  p.  m. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 
I  find  trains  are  arriving  so  fast  at  Bellaire  that  I  have  ordered  the 
trains  of  to-morrow  not  to  leave  Cincinnati  till  evening. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


179J]  Columbus,  January  25,  1865. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Wheeling,  Va. : 
Major-General  Couch,  commanding  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 
has  issued  the  following  order,  which  please  promptly  furnish  by  copy 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  every  train,  and  send  to  such  other  places 
as  you  think  proper. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


180.] 

Order.]  Headquarters  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  25, 1865. 
All  commanding  officers  of  trains  will  have  company  officers  in  the 
trains  with  their  men.  All  commanding  officers  of  trains  will  have 
established  guards  at  stopping  places,  and  see  that  no  depredations 
are  committed  by  the  troops,  and  that  all  hqnor  shops  are  closed. 
Railroad  officers  are  expected  to  report  to  me  the  regiment  guilty  of 
depredation. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-General. 
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^^h]  Columbus,  January  2o,  1865. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Wheeling,  Va. : 
I  telegraphed  you  last  iiisht;  no  reply.  Please  let  me  hear  as  soon 
as  possible  how  many  cars  have  started  over  your  road,  and  how  they 
progress.  Also  how  many  are  waiting  at  Bellaire.  '  Major-(3teneral 
Couch,  commanding,  is  here,  and  anxious  to  know  before  he  goes  on. 
Do  you  put  large  quantities  of  straw,  or  hay,  in  every  car?  This  is 
very  important.    You  can't  put  in  too  much.    How  about  coffee? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


181.]  Columbus,  January  24, 1865— 10  p.  m. 

E.  W.  Woodward, 

Superintendent,  Cincinnati,  Ohio : 
Please  direct  that  no  troops  leave  Cincinnati  before  to-morrow  even  - 
ing.    They  are  accumulating  too  rapidly  at  Bellaire.    It  is  better  that 
they  remain  on  the  boats  a  few  hours,  than  at  that  place.    Advise  Cap- 
tain Lewis  of  this.    All  goes  well  here. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


181  J.J  Zanesville,  Ohio,  January  24, 1865—11  p.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Columbus,  Ohio  : 
We  found  it  necessary  to  unload  a  large  amount  of  freight  at  Colum- 
bus and  other  points  to  give  you  the  use  of  the  cars.    I  regret  to  say 
the  soldiers  are  disposing  of  a  considerable  amount  of  it.    Can't  you 
protect  us? 

H.  J.  JEWETT. 

181^.]  Columbus,  January  25, 1865. 

H.  J.  Jewett, 

Zanesville,  Ohio : 
A   guard   has  been  detailed  to  protect  property  here.    General 
Hooker  has  given  stringent  orders.    I  have  requested  him  to  give  like 
orders  at  Bellaire,  apd  to  close  all  liquor  shops  on  the  line.    Is  all 
going  well  at  Bellaire? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


182.]  Columbus,  January  25, 1865— 12  p.  m. 

H.  J.  Jewett, 

Zanesville,  Ohio: 
Maior-General  Couch,  commanding  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 
has  issued  the  following  order*,  which  please  furnish  by  copy  to  the 

'  See  No.  180,  p.  262. 
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commanding  officer  of  every  passing  train,  and  also  send  it  to  such 
places  as  you  think  best.    I  will  send  a  copy  to  Bellaire.    The  general 
will  go  up  this  afternoon. 
By  order  of  Maior-General  Couch : 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


182^.]  Columbus,  January  25,  1865. 

H.  J.  Jewett, 

Zanesville : 
Your  dispatch  received.    Mr.  Lough  is  doing  all  that  can  be  done 
here.    Are  there  other  points  where  damage  is  being  done? 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


183.]  Cincinnati,  January  23,  1865— 6.15  p.  m. 

Thomas  M.  Lowe, 

MaysviUe,  Ky. : 
The  Major  Anderson  left  here  in  pursuit  of  the  steamer  Eose  Hite. 
Please  hail  her  and  say  that  the  Eose  Hite  is  here. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


383J.]  Cincinnati,  January  24, 1865 — 10  a.  ni. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Baltimore  : 
Your  two  dispatches  of  1  and  8  p.  m.  yesterday  just  received.  I 
sent  you  two  dispatches  yesterday.  Weather  entirely  forbidding  send- 
ing troops  up  by  boat.  Have  sent  to  this  hour  12,000  by  Columbus. 
Have  about  8,000  here.  Shall  only  send,  say,  4,000  to-day  in  order  not 
to  cumber  you  too  much  at  Wheeling.  Balance  to-morrow.  As  we 
have  cofi'ee  and  everything  arranged  and  running  well  by  Columbus, 
it  does  not  seem  best  to  send  any  to  Parkersburg  by  rail.  I  hope  this 
will  not  disappoint  you.  Lough  has  been  instructed  and  informs  me  he 
does  constantly  advise  Wheeling  of  the  movement  of  every  train  pass- 
ing Columbus.  I  hear  no  complaint  from  Mr.  Ford  of  any  lack  of 
information.  Considering  weather  and  everything,  we  are  getting  along 
wonderfully  well. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


184.]  Cincinnati,  January  24,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

E.  W.  Woodward, 

Superintendent,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  : 
Please  instruct  one  of  your  agents  to  telegraph  Wheeling  of  the 
departure  of  every  train  with  the  number  of  cars  with  men  and  horses. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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1844.]  Cincinnati,  January  24,  1865—1Q.30  a.  m. 

Samuel  C.  Gale, 

Parlcersburg : 

The  ice  and  weather  are  so  bad  I  have  ordered  troops  to  disembark 
and  proceed  to  Bellaire  by  rail.  No  troops  will  be  sent  to  Parkersburg 
except  one  or  two  boats  tliat  left  some  days  since,  and  where  they  are  I 
cannot  learn.  They  contain  about  600  troops.  If  they  have  not  arrived 
you  need  not  keep  cars  waiting  for  them,  provided  they  are  wanting 
cars  at  Wheeling. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


185.]  Cincinnati,  January  34,  1865—10.30  a.  m. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Wheeling  : 
Ice  and  weather  so  bad  have  ordered  troops  to  disembark  and  all 
proceed  by  rail  via  Columbus.  About  12,000  have  left  to  this  hour, 
4,000  more  to-day,  and  the  balance,  3,000  to  4,000,  to-morrow.  Do  you 
get  full  information  from  Columbus  of  passing  of  all  trains  at  that 
point?  I  hope  an  abundance  of  coffee  is  provided  on  arrival  of  troops. 
How  are  you  getting  ou  1 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


185J.]  Zanesville,  January  25,  1865. 

Thomas  Lough, 

Columbus,  Ohio : 
Do  you  think  it  policy  to  allow  trains  to  be  detained  so  long  on  the 
road  ?  Would  it  not  be  belter  to  detain  them  at  Columbus  until  you 
can  send  them  directly  through  ?  Why  not  take  engines  from  other 
roads,  as  I  have  requested  yon  should  do,  while  you  are  so  short  ?  It 
seems  to  me  it  would  be  better  to  entirely  stop  all  returning  trains,  the 
eugines  only  coming  back.  I  think  this  is  absolutely  necessary. 
Things  go  very  slowly  now. 

^    '^  LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


180.1  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  25, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Zanesville,  Ohio  : 
The  detentions  to  trains  at  Union  to-day  has  not  been  for  want  ot 
power,  but  ou  account  of  the  number  collected  at  that  station  and  meet- 
ing the  trains  eastward  [westward?]  bound.  It  would  certainly  be  easier 
for  us  to  have  had  the"  trains  a  little  slower,  but  as  it  was  desired  we 
should  push  them  along,  we  have  made  our  best  efforts  to  secure  safety 
by  running  slow  and  be  diligent.  We  would  have  called  on  other  com- 
panies for  power,  but  the  bad  weather  has  broken  up  their  engines  and 
every  road  centering  here  is  very  short,  and,  as  you  determined  last 
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night,  i  have  thought  we  could  fill  the  bill  at  Wheeling  without  calling 
Upon  our  neighbors,  but  if  you  say  drive  them  along  I  will  make  the 
teqttisition.  Ans\**^er  me  after  yon  see  Caldwell  and  Jewett  at  Zanes- 
tllle.  I  will  telegraph  you  the  time  of  departure  from  Cincinnati  and 
Columbus  and  arrival  of  the  rest  of  the  trains  at  Bellaire. 

THOS.  LOUGH, 


186 J.]  BaxtIMobE,  January  23, 1865 — 8  p.  m. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati : 
Tours  of  11.30  received  7.40  p.  m.    First  3,000  left  Benwood  for 
Washington  from  5  to  10  this  m.  with  officers  by  passenger  train,  and 
all  baggage  and  efiects  very  promptly.    We»  have  cars  there  for  4,000 
men  and  other  cars  in  good  reach  for  6,000  additional. 

W.  PRESCOTT  SMITH, 
Master  of  Transportation. 


187.]  Zanbsville,  January  26,  1865 — 12.15'  a.  m. 

Thomas  Lough, 

Columbus  : 

I  have  received  your  dispatch.  I  think  it  obviously  best  to  stop  all 
westbound  trains,  fexcept  the  regular  i)assenger  trains,  until  all  the 
troops  have  passed,  and  Mr.  Caldwell  will  so  stop  them  by  my  request. 
You  have  more  cars  than  are  necessary  to  move  all  the  troops,  and  I 
do  not  think  it  right  to  have  trains  detained  all  along  the  line  for  so 
many  hours.  If  you  require  the  engines  they  can  go  back  by  several 
going  together.  Ford  says  there  are  no  troops  waiting  at  Bellaire. 
Tell  Woodward  to  start  all  troops,  animals,  and  artillery  as  soon  as 
possible.  Of  course  I  only  desire  them  to  go  as  fast  as  is  consistent 
with  perfect  safety,  but  I  do  not  see  how  eight  or  ten  hours'  detention 
by  trains  going  Avest  adds  to  safety.  Please  advise  me  of  all  trains 
leaving  Cincinnati  and  Columbus.  You  will  also  require  that  all 
trains  bound  east  shall  have  preference  over  all  trains  over  the  Steu- 
benville  road. 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


187^.]  Columbus,  January  26, 1865. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Zanesville : 

Your  dispatch  12.1 5  a.  m.  was  received.  I  had  deferred  answering  till 
I  should  know  what  the  morning  would  bring  forth.  I  can  imagine 
your  anxiety  to  know  that  a  slow  ride  to  Zanesville  on  a  passenger 
train  would  make  you  feel  that  everything  else  was  moving  in  the  same 
way.  But  the  fact  is  the  delay  to  passenger  trains  is  intended,  as  we 
are  giving  the  soldiers'  trains  the  preference.  The  state  of  the  case 
this  morning  is  as  follows : 

No.  17  has  unloaded  at  Bellaire  and  transferred.  Nos.  18, 19,  and 
20  were  within  eighteen  miles  of  Bellaire  at  0  a.  m.  Mr.  Caldwell  can 
tell  you  where  21,  22,  23,  and  24  are.    No.  25  engine  failed  at  Union, 
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but  would  be  pushed  iuto  Newark  by  passenger  train,  by  which  time 
the  repairs  would  be  made,  as  the  stem  of  the  plunger  to  the  pump 
only  had  to  be  strengthened.  Ifos.  27  and  28  are  ready  to  leave  here 
and  we  have  four  engines  here  which  are  being  made  ready  and  crew 
rested.  I  see  no  difficulty  in  keeping  up  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
facilities,  and,  compared  with  the  movement  of  trains  on  the  other  road 
east  of  Columbus,  the  percentage  is  much  in  our  favon  When  we  con- 
sider the  number  of  trains  and  all  irregular,  as  to  accidents  we  have 
escaped  beyond  my  anticipations  and  with  present  extraordinary  care. 

THOMAS  LOUGH. 


188,]  Zanesville,  January  26, 1865. 

Thomas  Lough, 

Columbus,  Ohio: 
Tour  dispatch  received.  I  do  not  mean  to  find  fault;  on  the  con- 
trary I  am  most  gratified  we  have  got  along  so  well,  and  without 
accident;  but  I  can  but  think  it  would  have  been  still  better  if  all  west- 
bound trains  had  been  stopped  yesterday  morning,  and  only  engines 
gone  west,  and  in  this  I  think  Mr.  Jewett  concurs.  However,  let  this 
pass,  and  if  we  can  only  get  all  along  safely  and  without  delay,  and 
the  soldiers  have  coffee  and  plenty  of  straw,  we  will  all  agree  that  the 
job  has  been  well  done.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  have  been  waiting 
since  last  evening  at  7  o'clock.  Let  me  hear  when  the  last  train  has 
left  Cincinnati  and  Columbus. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


188J.]  Bellaibe,  January  26, 1865. 

■Colonel  Pabsons, 

Zanesville : 
Have  just  got  in.    Some  men  will  have  to  lie  over  to-night.    I  think 
this  will  be  the  place  for  you. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-General. 


189  1  Zanesville,  January  26,  1865 — 12  m. 

Mr.  Ceonan, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  BeUaire : 
There  will  be  seven  trains  in  very  soon,  and  nearly  at  the  same  time. 
I  hope  the  commissary  will  have  a  great  abundance  of  coffee,  as  the 
soldiers  have  been  long  out.    Please  push  the  trains  ofi"  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible with  safety.    Major-General  Couch  will  remain  with  you  for  a  day 

"""  ^°^^'  LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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190.]  Zanesville,  January  26,  1865—12.30  a.  m. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Bellaire : 
Please  take  the  names  of  all  oflacers  behaving  improperly,  and  say 
that  Major-General  Couch  is  on  the  train  east  and  will  soon  be  in  Bell- 
aire and  investigate  the  difficulties. 

LEWIS  B,  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


191.]  Zanesville,  January  26,  1865 — 2  p.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Paesons, 

Zanesville  : 
Track  clear  and  all  trains  moving.    Two  trains  from  the  west  due 
here  in  two  hours.    I  have  ordered  cofiee  for  their  men. 

D.  W.  CALDWELL. 


192.]  Wheeling,  January  26, 1865 — 10  p.  m. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Zanesville,  Ohio  : 
Our  company  have  ordered  that  all  other  business  be  postponed, 
which  lias  been  done,  for  the  speedy  movement  of  your  men.  I  will  do 
myself  the  honor  to  call  on  you  in  the  a.  m.,  and  have  a  comfortable  car 
provided  for  your  passage  east.  Our  trains  arrive  this  p.  m.,  bringing 
us  additional  means  for  your  army  transportation.  With  plenty  of  hay 
in  the  cars  and  good  warm  coffee  on  the  road,  we  trust  your  noble  men 
may  suffer  but  little  from  the  very  inclement  weather.  Have  just 
received  the  following  from  our  master  of  transportation,  which  will 
doubtless  interest  you : 

[J.  B.  FOED.] 

[Inclosnie.] 

Baltimore,  January  26,  1865. 
J.  B.  FORB: 

Advise  General  Couch  and  Colonel  Parsons  that  up  to  present  writ- 
ing there  has  arrived  in  Washington,  not  including  General  Schofleld 
and  party,  in  all  121  cars,  troops,  baggage,  &c.,  and  another  train 
reported  on  Washington  Branch  expected  to  make  iu  shortly.  Other 
trains  working  satisfactorily,  as  well  as  could  have  been  anticipated, 
considering  severe  weather.  Advise  them  further  that  empty  cars  of 
leaving  trains  have  been  turned  back,  and  doubtless  have  reached  or 
passed  Cumberland,  west  bound. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


193.  J  Wheeling,  January  26, 1865. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Zanesville: 
Our  troop  trains  have  all  passed  to  destination  without  the  slightest 
interruptiou  or  delay,  except  one  train,  which  was  detained  a  short 
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time  by  the  breaking  of  tender  axle,  without  damage  to  cars  or  men 
TV  e  are  working  most  effectually  and  have  plenty  of  cars  and  power 
for  the  remainder  of  your  corps. 

J.  B.  FOED. 

194.]  Zanesville,  January  26, 1865—9  p.  m. 

C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
All  goes  well  in  Ohio  and  also  east,  so  far  as  I  can  hear.    Nearly 
everything  will  be  at  Bellaire  in  the  morning.    I  go  on  to-night 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS," 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 

195.]  Bellaiee,  January  27,  1865—9  a.  m. 

Mr.  Caldwell, 

Superintendent,  Zanesville,  Ohio  : 
Nearly  everything  has  gone  east  from  here.    All  you  can  send  will 
be  taken  at  once  on  its  arrival.    Send  me  as  soon  as  possible  the  posi- 
tion of  all  trains  en  route  from  Cincinnati,  with  number  of  cars  and 
troops  and  animals,  and  advise  me  when  they  all  leave  Cincinnati 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 

196-]  Zanesville,  January  27, 1865—8.20  p.  m. 

Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire,  Ohio : 
Numbers  27,  28,  and  29  are  moving.    Numbers  30,  31,  32,  and  33  are 
detained  west  of  Newark  by  No.  30  being  off  track.    I  expect  every 
minute  to  hear  they  are  all  right.    There  is  no  one  injured. 

D.  W.  CALDWELL. 

197.]  Benwood,  January  27,  1865 — 7  a.  m. 

Mr.  Caldwell, 

Superintendent,  Zanesville,  Ohio : 
Can't  you  do  something  at  once  to  prevent  the  delay  of  soldier  trains 
on  side  tracks?    It  is  very  cold  and  1  fear  they  must  suffer. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 

198.]  Zanesville,  January  27, 1865. 

Col.  L,  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire : 

There  was  some  delay  last  night  because  of  one  train  getting  oft'  the 
track  and  delaying  them.  No  damage  done  and  everything  will  be 
right  soon.  There  are  nine  trains  now  on  the  road,  and  I  understand 
from  Mr.  Lough  he  expects  five  more  from  Cincinnati  by  noon,  which 
will  close  the  movement.  Excuse  me  for  again  calling  your  attention 
to  the  Newark  soldiers.  We  have  no  interest  in  the  movement,  but 
business  on  the  Steubenville  and  Indiana  road  has  been  virtually  sus- 
pended during  their  movement  on  ours.   Almost  their  entire  car  ecjuip- 
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ment  has  been  in  the  service,  and  if  at  all  compatible  with  the  public 
interest  I  would  be  glad  to  have  you  favor  them  and  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  reciprocating  to  them  by  giving  them  the  use  of  our  power. 

H,  J.  JEWETT. 


199.]  Bellaike,  January  27,  1865 — 6  p.  m. 

H.  J.  Jewett,  ' 

President,  Zanesville,  Ohio: 
No.  26  has  not  arrived.  What  is  the  cause  of  the  delay?  Is  there 
any  trouble  anywhere  now?  Your  dispatch  as  to  delay  last  night  is 
received.  I  would  be  very  glad  to  oblige  the  Steubeiiville  and  Indiana 
and  to  comply  with  your  wishes,  but  with  the  little  actual  knowledge  I 
possess  at  this  distance,  would  not  think  it  judicious  for  me  to  iuter- 
fere  and  give  express  preference  over  other  roads  possessing  perhaps 
equal  advantages.  In  this  I  am  confident  your  judgment  would  concur. 
Please  keep  me  fully  advised  as  to  the  progress  of  all  trains,  whether 
the  news  be  good  or  bad.  It  is  very  important  I  know  all  the  facts  and 
when  to  expect  trains.    Please  answer  immediately. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


200.]  Belmont,  January  27,  1865 — 7  a.  m. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Ford,  and  also 

Agent  Baltimoee  and  Ohio  Eailroad  at 

Bellaiee  and  Benwood: 
I  hope  you  are  sending  out  no  trains  without  stoves  during  this  cold 
weather.     See  General  Couch  before  doing  so.    You  can  get  stoves 
from  trains  from  the  west  if  you  have  not  enough. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation, 


201.]  Bellaire,  January  27, 1865 — 9.30  a.  m. 

D.  W.  Caldvtell, 

Zanesville,  Ohio: 
I  just  arrived.    All  trains  but  one  have  passed  over  the  river.    I 
think  every  car  you  can  send  will  be  very  promptly  taken  over.    Ask 
Lough  if  all  have  left  Cincinnati. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  'Biver  Transportation, 


202.]  Benwood,  January  27, 1865—11  a,  m, 

W.  Peescott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 
Do  you  not  think  it  imprudent  to  allow  cars  to  go  east  without 
stoves  in  them ?    How  are  the  cars  arriving?    In  what  condition  and 
what  is  their  contents?    I  remain  here  for  a  day  or  two.    Please  keep 
me  advised  of  progress. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  OMd  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation, 
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203.]  Bell  AIRE,  January  27, 1865— 5  p.  m. 

Captain  Ford, 

Wheeling : 

There  are  153  cars  east  of  Columbus  which  should  be  here  by  morn- 
ing.   I  fear  you  will  be  lacking  iu  cars. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 

204.]  Wheeling,  January  27, 1865. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Bellaire  : 

Be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  the  number  of  troops  yet  to  arrive  at 
Bellaire,  and  the  number  of  cars  of  artillery  and  horses,  and  when  we 
may  expect  the  latter  at  Bridgeport,  opposite  Wheeling. 

J.  B.  FORD. 

205.]  Bellaire,  January  27, 1865. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Ford, 

Wheeling,  Va. : 

Train  No.  27  will  be  iu  about  midnight.  Contains  eleven  cars  of 
horses,  nine  of  artillery  and  baggage,  and  seven  of  troops.  I  will  send 
the  entire  train  to  Bridgeport  early  in  the  morning.  I  suppose  it  will 
require  two  trains  on  your  road.  Please  have  all  in  readiness  early  to 
load  promptly.  Some  forage  to  be  required  of  Captain  Artsman. 
Pray  do  not  forget  an  abundance  of  straw  and  hay  for  the  troops. 
Answer.  No.  33  will  also  go  to  Bridgeport  to-morrow  as  it  contains 
eleven  cars  of  horses  and  artillery,  and  only  three  of  troops. 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 

206.]  Wheeling,  January  27, 1865 — 8  p.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire,  Ohio: 
We  have  ample  cars  for  the  artillery  and  horses  that  may  arrive 
to-morrow.    Will  give  special  attention  to  making  men  comfortable. 

J.  B.  FOKD. 

207,]  Bellaire,  January  28, 1865. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Myers, 

Twenty-third  Indiana  Battery  (Battery  D,  First  Ohio), 

Bellaire,  Ohio : 

Your  horses  having  been  so  long  on  boat  and  cars  as  to  require  a 
change,  you  will  be  transshipped  at  Wheeling  instead  of  Bellaire,  where 
you  will  secure  suflScient  necessary  rations  for  your  men  and  horses, 
loading  and  being  ready  to  move  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible.  You 
will  report  to  Capt.  Gus.  Artsman,  assistant  quartermaster;  also  to 
Capt.  J.  B.  Ford,  agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  for  transship- 
ment. Report  to  Captain  Artsman  for  what  is  necessary  in  way  of  for- 
age and.  supplies.  ^  ^„^„r, 
^               ^^                                              LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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208.]  Zanesville,  January  28, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire  : 
Trains  are  all  right  now  and  have  orders  to  move. 

D.  W.  CALDW3LL. 


209.]  Bellaike,  January  28, 1865. 

Capt.  J.  B.  FoED, 

Wheeling,  Ya. : 
Tbe  batteries  won't  be  able  to  start  before  to-morrow,  and  perhaps 
not  until  Monday  morning,  owing  to  causes  officers  will  explain.  I 
hope  they  will  be  duly  cared  for,  and  go  as  soon  as  consistent.  I  shall 
want  all  the  stoves,  army  and  all  others,  to  put  in  cars,  as  I  cannot  think 
it  right  to  send  ofit'  troops  without  them. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESO]S"S, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


210.]  Grafton,  January  27, 1805 — 10  a.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire : 

The  trains  are  running  very  well.  There  is  some  complaining  of  the 
cold,  and  if  the  weather  continues  as  it  is  I  fear  there  will  be  more. 
I  think  it  will  be  best,  unless  the  weather  moderates,  to  order  the  Sib- 
ley stoves  from  Wheeling. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-  General. 
(Note. — Ordered  before  received.) 


211.]  Wheeling,  January  28, 1365. 

Major-General  Couch  : 

(On  passenger  train  bound  east  from  Wheeling.) 
Yesterday  noon  your  two  dispatches  received.  I  had  already  ordered 
stoves  and  fuel  for  all  cars.  There  is  a  great  delay  on  the  Ohio  Cen- 
tral. Only  two  trains  arrived  since  you  left.  They  are  off  the  track 
again  west  of  Zanesville.  I  shan't  get  away  before  Monday.  Please 
answer. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  Rirwr  Transportation. 


212.]  Cumberland,  January  28, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Wheeling : 

No  trains  have  passed  here  siuce  12. noon  yesterday  with  troops 
They  were  reported  to  be  in  good  condition.  Three  more  are  expected 
before  noon  to-day.  There  are  three  at  Piedmont.  Weather  continues 
very  cold. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-  General, 
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213.]  Wheeling,  January  28,  1865—11.30  a.  m. 

W.  Peescott  Smith, 

Baltimore^  Md.: 

I  feel  anxious  to  know  the  progress  east.  Have  telegraphed  you 
there,  with  no  reply.  They  are  getting  on  very  slowly  on  the  Ohio 
Central. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOjSTS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


214.]  Zanesville,  January  27,  1865— 1.20  p.  m. 

Lewis  B.  Paksons, 

Bellaire : 
No.  26  just  leaving  Belmont.  No.  27  just  leaving  Spencer's.  No.  28 
now  at  Spencer's.  No.  29  due  at  Concord  soon.  These  arc  all  the 
trains  east  of  Newark.  There  is  some  delay  west  of  Newark,  the 
cause  of  which  I  will  give  you  as  soon  as  I  get  it.  In  the  matter  of 
the  movement  via  Steubenville  and  Indiana  road,  I  of  course  yield  to 
your  better  judgment. 

H.  J.  JEWETT. 


215.]  Bellaire,  January  28, 1865. 

Thomas  Lotjgh, 

Columbus,  Ohio : 
In  Heaven's  name  can't  something  be  at  once  doue  to  put  an  end  to 
such  extraordinary  delay?  It  is  most  unfortunate,  and  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  cause  very  great.  What  is  the  matter?  Let  me  know  the 
facts.  Where  are  all  the  trains?  Everything  else  must  at  once  give 
way  to  move  these  troops.    Please  answer  immediately. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


216,]  Columbus,  January  28,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Paesons, 

Bellaire,  Ohio: 
The  delay  to  the  trains  yesterday  caused  by  breaking  of  driver  on 
engine  on  one  train,  which  set  the  tender  and  twelve  cars  off  the  rail; 
another  broken  rail  set  two  cars  ot  the  rail  on  a  bridge  and  broke  the 
cross-ties  in  bridge  for  about  thirty  feet.  This  caused  a  delay  of  twelve 
hours,  but  the  trains  now  moved  from  Columbus  as  fast  as  power  could 
be  returned  here,  and  passenger  trains  suspended  to  do  it.  Last  night 
another  broken  rail  and  one  truck  of  car,  broken  down  car  off  the  track, 
detained  train  from  here,  but  all  right  again  and  train  moving.  No.  30 
left  here  at  4  a.  m.,  and  we  will  have  the  two  remaining  trains,  which 
make  all  of  your  command,  to-day.  Other  troops  are  now  arriving  for 
New  York,  via  Crestline  and  Steubenville.  I  need  not  assure  you  that 
everything  that  can  be  done  is  done  to  keep  them  gomg,  but  we  can- 
not avoid  the  breaking  of  rails  and  engines.  Pease  says  there  will  be 
about  4,000  stragglers  to  come  along,  and  if  they  can  get  them  together 
will  send  on  one  train.  ^   LOUGH. 
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217.]  Bellaike,  January  28,  1865 — 9  a.  m. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Wheeling: 
I  must  again  call  the  attention  of  your  company  to  furnishing  stoves 
in  the  cars  moving  troops.  I  am  not  willing  to  allow  the  movement  of 
troops  without  further  protection  for  this  cold  weather  on  the  moun- 
tains. If  you  cannot  get  others  Captain  Artsman  will  let  you  have 
all  he  has.  Answer  as  soon  as  possible  by  telegraph.  How  many 
stoves  has  Captain  Artsman  ? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


218.]  Wheeling,  January  28,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Capt.  J.  B.  PoED, 

Wheeling : 
We  have  only  full  reports  of  seven  more  trains,  being  from  27  to  33, 
both  inclusive.  These  contain  forty-four  cars  of  horses,  artillery,  and 
baggage,  and  eighty-seven  cars  of  soldiers.  There  are  five  or  six 
trains  more  at  least  behind  them.  No.  27  has  gone  to  Bridgeport  and 
will  not  be  able  to  move  before  to-morrow  evening.  I  have  dispatch 
from  General  Couch  sustaining  what  I  have  already  telegraphed  you 
in  regard  to  stoves.  I  cannot  consent  that  cars  leave  here  without 
being  provided  therewith. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


219.]        Assistant  Quartermaster's  Office,  U.  S.  Army, 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  January  28,  1865. 
Capt.  Gus,  Artsman, 

Assistant  Quartermaster : 

You  will  please  immediately  deliver  to  Capt.  J.  B.  Ford,  agent  for 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  as  many  good  Sibley  tent 
stoves  as  he  may  require  for  warming  cars  transporting  troops  east, 
taking  the  receipt  of  said  company  therefor  and  reporting  the  same 
to  me  at  Washington  City  at  an  early  day. 
By  order  Quartermaster-General: 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


220.]  Bellaiee,  January  28, 1865 — i  p.  m. 

D.  W.  Caldwell, 

Zanesville : 
Will  you  please  send  me,  to  care  of  Mr.  Morris,  a  full  report  of  the 
transportation  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  showing  number  of 
cars  of  troops,  horses,  &c.,  with  time  of  leaving  Newark  and  arrival  at 
Bellaire.  Also  the  reason  for  the  several  delays  on  which  I  can  base 
my  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  shall  not  leave  here  before  Mon- 
day. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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221.]  Bell  AIRE,  January  38,  1865—4  p.  m. 

Thomas  Lough, 

Stiperintendent,  Columbus,  Ohio: 

Will  you  please  send  me  to-morrow  to  this  place,  care  of  the  Ohio 
Central,  a  full  report  of  the  transportation  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps, 
showing  the  number  of  cars  of  troops,  horses,  &c.,  with  time  of  leaviug 
Columbus  and  arrival  at  Newark;  also  the  reason  for  the  several 
delays,  on  which  I  can  make  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Eiver  Transportation, 


222.]  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  28, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 


Bellaire : 
I  will  send  you  a  full  report. 


THOS.  LOUGH. 


223.1  Bellaire,  January  28,  1865. 

E.  W.  Woodward, 

Superintendent  Little  Miami  Railroad,  Cincinnati  : 
Will  you  please  send  me  at  once  to  Washington  a  full  report  of  the 
transportation  of  the  Twenty- third  Corps,  showing  the  number  of  cars 
of  troops,  &c.,  and  the  time  of  leaving  Cincinnati  and  arrival  at  Colum- 
bus.   I  remain  here  until  Monday.     Answer  here. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


224. 1  Cincinnati,  January  28, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire : 
Will  forward  at  once  to  Washington  the  report  you  wish. 

E.  W.  WOODWAED, 

Superintendent. 

225,]  Bellaire,  January  28, 1865—3.30  p.  m. 

C.  A.  Dana,  , .  ^^  ^ 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  C.  ; 
We  have  had  great  detentions  and  a  hard  time  on  the  Ohio  Central 
arising  from  broken  rails,  cars  off  the  track,  and  the  cold  weather,  but 
as  vet  no  injury  to  a  single  person,  so  far  as  I  can  learn.  Ihere  are 
still  over  200  cars  between  here  and  Columbus,  but  the  track  is  now 
reported  all  clear,  and  I  hope  all  will  be  in  very  speedily.  I  am  put- 
ting stoves  and  large  quantities  of  straw  or  hay  in  every  car  and  fur- 
nishing an  abundance  of  hot  coffee.  We  have  I^f '\, V^'^' "fLriVnf 
for  three  days,  and  if  we  get  through  all  safe  I  shall  be  most  thankful. 
I  can't  get  away  from  here  before  Monday^^^^  ^   paRSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 
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226.1  Baltimore,  January  28, 1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire,  Ohio  : 
We  found  it  impossible  to  get  tlie  550  stoves  necessary  for  cars. 
We  have  enough  for  300,  but  to  close  up  the  movement  properly  we  are 
hurrying  out  to  the  west  TOO  more  cars  that  have  stoves,  being  the  first 
hundred  that  left  river  for  east.  We  have  heard  of  no  suffering,  the 
cars  being  full  of  straw  or  hay  and  the  men  regaled  at  intervals  with 
hot  coffee  plentifully.  Movement  going  on  very  successfully,  we  think, 
and  especially  so  considering  weather  and  other  difficulties. 

^  W.  P.  SMITH. 


227.1  Wheeling,  January  29,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire : 
We  have  the  first  battery,  gans,  &c.,  loaded.  The  captain  informs 
me  his  horses,  all  of  them,  only  arrived  last  night,  and  will  not  be  fit 
to  start  until  tomorrow,  and  we  are  ready  in  cars  and  i)ower  any 
moment.  Will  carry  out  your  views  with  great  pleasure.  Before  you 
leave  make  an  order  on  me  to  push  forward  the  batteries  with  all  dis- 
patch, and  I  will  use  it  in  discretion  with  the  officers  Avhich  may  aid  us. 
Do  you  leave  this  a.m.?  If  I  had  known  it  would  have  gone  down 
to  see  you.    How  many  cars  of  troops  vet  to  come? 

J.  B.  FOED. 


228.]  BenwooI),  January  29,  1865 — 12.25  p.  in. 

J.  B.  FOED, 

Agent,  Wheeling: 
Your  dispatch  received.  It  seems  to  me  the  first  battery  might  and 
ought  to  get  oft'  at  once.  There  will  be  three  more  artillery  trains  up 
to  day,  and  if  they  do  not  proceed  promptly  there  will  be  delay  and  con- 
fusion. Captain  Artsman  will  please  examine  into  each  case  and  direct 
that  they  proceed  just  as  soon  and  as  fast  as  he  thinks  they  can  prop- 
erly do  so,  and  you  can  load  them.  I  shall  not  go  till  all  are  oil".  If 
there  is  unavoidable  delay  telegraph  me  and  I  will  come  up  if  you  and 
Captain  Artsman  desire.  I  have  requested  Captain  Goodrich,  assist- 
ant quartermaster,  to  go  up  and  to  consult  Avith  you.  We  are  gettiug 
on  well  here. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 


229.]  Bellaire,  January  29, 1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Thomas  Lough, 

Columbus,  Ohio : 
Tour  two  dispatches  of  yesterday  received.  I  am  glad  to  know  that 
our  work  is  so  near  done.  I  hope  Pease  will  send  tlie  stragglers  along 
in  a  body  (see  210)  as  soon  as  possible,  showing  the  number  coining. 
In  your  report  please  make  similar  full  explanations  in  regard  to  the 
cause  of  detentions,  so  as  to  avoid  misapprehension. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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230.]  Ben  WOOD,  January  29,  1865—10.40  a.  m. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Ford, 

Wheeling: 

I  have  telegraphed  Prescott  Smith  fully  as  to  loading  cars,  and  am 
sure  you  and  he  both  will  concur  with  me  even  as  a  matter  of  policy. 
If  any  package  comes  for  me  after  I  leave  please  send  it  to  me  at  Wash- 
iugtou,  care  of  Quartermaster-General,  and  oblige, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


231.]  Benwood,  January  29,  1865—10.45  a.  m. 

Capt.  Gus.  Artsman, 

Wheeling  : 
Four  more  trains  of  artillery  go  up  to  Bridgeport  at  once.     Please 
see  them  well  cared  for  and  aid  Captain  Ford  in  loading  them, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


232.]  Benwood,  January  29,  1865—10.45  a.  m. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent,  Wheeling: 

Two  more  trains  of  artillery  are  in  and  go  to  Bridgeport  at  once. 
Two  more  will  be  in  soon  and  also  go  up.  I  would  like  one  or  two 
cars  of  infantry  to  go  with  each  artillery  train  as  a  guard.  How  soon 
will  the  first  train  be  ready  to  start?  I  would  like  to  get  all  off  to-mor- 
row if  consistent. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


233.]  Baltimore,  January  28,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Benwood : 

I  telegraphed  you  an  answer  to  your  dispatch  last  night.  Yon  have 
my  message  now.  Secretary  of  War,  Halleck,  Dana,  and  Schofleld 
all  greatly  pleased  with  the  movement,  and  think  highly  of  your  efforts. 
Mr.  Garrett  saw  them  yesterday  and  they  were  full  of  praise.  Indeed 
they  have  good  cause  to  feel  well  considering  the  condition  before  us 
and  the  difficulties  overcome, 

W.  P.  SMITH, 


234.]  Benwood,  January  29, 1865—11.20  a.  m. 

W.  Presoott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  received.    It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 

know  the  difficulties  of  our  movement  are  appreciated  at  Washington. 

You  and  I  know  full  well  what  they  are.    I  venture  the  assertion  such 

long  movement  of  so  large  a  force  in  severe  midwinter  was  never  so 
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rapidly  and  successfully  made  as  tliis  has  been  so  far,  and  if  we  can 
escape  all  accident  I  shall  feel  most  thankful  and  relieved  of  an  almost 
fearful  responsibility.  These  brave  fellows  have  had  a  hard  time  over 
the  Ohio  Central  for  two  to  three  days,  and  all  officers  and  men  com- 
plain of  being  too  close  pressed  for  room,  though  Clement  only  put 
thirty  to  thirty-five  in  his  large  cars.  I  feel  it  but  just  and  good  policy 
to  put  twenty-six  to  twenty  eight  in  your  small  and  thirty  in  your  large 
cars.  This  much  delights  all  and  makes  them  pleased  with  your  road 
and  everybody.  It  only  takes  a  few  more  cars,  and  I  feel  sure  you  M'ill 
concur,  at  least  I  hope  you  won't  disapprove  my  action.  Nearly  all  will 
be  in  to-dav,  and  I  hoi)e  to  clear  out  to-morrow. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


235.]  Bellaiee,  January  30, 1865. 

E.  W.  Woodward,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Little  Miami  Railroad,  Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  congratulate  you  on  the  completion  of  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  Twenty-thii'd  Army  Corps  so  far  as  your  road  is  concerned, 
and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  it  has  been  done  with  a 
remarkable  degree  of  success  and  satisfaction  to  the  Government,  con- 
sidering the  severity  of  the  weather  and  the  short  notice  I  was  able  to 
give  you.  According  to  my  experience,  which  has  been,  as  you  know, 
pretty  extensive,  everything  considered  there  has  been  no  large  move- 
ment so  successful.  The  completion  of  the  transportation  of  20,000 
troops  with  all  its  artillery  from  the  Tennessee  to  the  Potomac,  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  1,500  miles,  over  rivers  and  mountains  in  the  midst  of 
a  severe  winter,  is  no  ordinary  occurrence,  and  I  venture  the  assertion 
that  nothing  equal  to  it  has  ever  occurred  either  in  Europe  or  America, 
and  its  success  will  certainly  be  a  subject  for  pleasant  future  recollec- 
tion. I  am  delighted  to  know  that  from  Eastport  to  Washington,  as 
far  as  heard  from,  there  have  been  no  accidents  causing  injury  to  life 
or  limb  of  any  person.  I  expect  to  leave  here  for  Washington  to-mor- 
row, where  I  trust  I  shall  find  your  full  reports,  in  which  I  hope  you 
will  state  all  the  circumstances,  and  the  sudden  change  and  condition 
of  the  weather,  affecting  the  movement. 

By  order  of  Quartermaster-General : 
I  remain,  sir,  very  truly,  yours, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 

P.  S. — In  case  there  are  any  complaints  or  misapprehension,  would 
it  not  be  well  for  you  to  see  your  city  papers  and  have  corrections  made 
and  the  facts  understood.  The  stories  about  freezing  of  men  are  pure 
fiction.  I  have  inquired  fully  and  cannot  learn  a  single  case,  though 
it  would  not  have  been  strange  if  some  drunken  man  had  exposed  him- 
self and  h  ad  his  feet  frozen .  l)on't  let  this  movement  get  mixed  up  with 
that  from  Nashville.  After  all  my  intense  anxieties  and  efforts  I  should 
be  sorry  to  have  unjust  complaints  made  when  I  know  the  success  has 
been  wonderful,  all  things  considered;  biit  it  would  not  be  the  first 
time  I  have  been  blamed  when  the  contrary  was  justly  due.  The  aver- 
age time  of  movement  from  the  upper  Tennessee  will  not  exceed  ten 
days. 
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236.]  Bbllaike,  January  30, 1865. 

Thomas  Lough,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Central  Ohio  Railroad: 

Dear  Sib:  T  am  glad  to  learn  the  transportation  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps  is  completed,  as  far  as  your  road  is  concerned,  and 
that,  while  accident  and  delays  have  occurred,  there  has  been,  as  far  as 
I  can  learn,  no  injury  to  life  or  limb  of  any  person,  which  is  certainly  a 
cause  for  sincere  congratulation.  While  I  have  felt  and  may  have 
expressed  momentary  annoyance  at  some  of  the  delays  arising,  as  you 
advise  me,  from  unavoidable  circumstances,  as  broken  rails  and  the  like, 
resulting  from  the  intense  cold  weather,  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I' 
fully  appreciate  the  energy,  earnest  labor,  and  efforts  you  have  made  to 
cause  the  movement  to  be  a  perfect  success.  I  should  be  extremely 
sorry  to  have  any  one  suppose  I  would  make  the  least  unnecessary 
complaint.  [  think  that  perhaps  you  have  erred  a  little  in  your  unwill- 
ingness to  incommode  other  roads  by  taking  their  machinery  in  accord- 
ance with  my  request  and  instructions;  but  as  I  may  not  be  fully 
advised  of  the  facts  I  should  hesitate  in  deciding,  without  further 
knowledge  and  until  I  receive  your  report,  that  you  had  not  acted  best 
under  the  circumstances.  The  completion  of  the  transportation  of 
20,000  men,  with  all  their  artillery,  from  the  Tennessee  to  the  Potomac, 
a  distance  of  nearly  1,500  miles,  over  rivers  and  mountains,  in  the  midst 
of  a  severe  winter,  is  no  ordinary  occurrence,  and  I  venture  the  asser- 
tion that  nothing  equal  to  it  has  ever  occurred  either  in  Europe  or 
America,  and  its  success  will  be  a  subject  for  future  pleasant  recollec- 
tion. 

Wishing  you  every  success  in  your  new  position  in  the  way  of  devel- 
oping your  road  to  the  full  extent  of  its  metal,  I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 

P.  S. — The  average  time  of  movement  will  not  exceed  ten  days. 


237.]  Bellaiee,  January  30, 1865 — 11  a.  tn. 

C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 
Ten  trains  left  yesterday.  I  think  we  shall  get  off  everything  to-day. 
We  have  had  a  very  severe  time  over  the  Ohio  Central,  and  in  crossing 
the  Ohio;  been  oft"  the  track  on  the  Ohio  Central  several  times  by 
broken  rails  or  axles,  and  had  some  very  narrow  escapes  from  great 
disaster.  But  so  far,  thank  Heaven,  there  has  been  no  injury  or  loss  to 
life,  limb,  or  property,  and  the  troops  are  very  cheerful  and  comfort- 
able. Weather  has  been  very  severe,  but  is  moderating  a  little  to-day. 
Since  mv  arrival  here  I  have  had  stoves  and  straw  put  in  every  car. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


238.]  Bellaiee,  January  30,  1865 — 11.30  a.  nt. 

W.  Peescott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 
Thank  God,  nearly  everything  is  here  safe.    Ten  trains  left  yester- 
day; hope  to  get  off  the  balance  to-day.    Your  employes  have  worked 
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splendidly;  we  have  been  off  the  track  on  the  Ohio  Central  several 
times  by  broken  rails  or  axles,  arising  from  severe  cold  weather,  occa- 
sioning much  delay,  and  had  some  narrow  escapes  from  great  disaster, 
but  so  far  there  has  been  no  injury  or  loss  of  life,  limb,  or  property. 
Stories  about  men  being  frozen  to  death  are  pure  fiction.  I  have 
inquired  carefully  and  cannot  find  a  single  case  of  even  a  frozen  limb. 
Troops  are  cheerful  and  happy  in  being  sent  Bast  in  cars  not  over- 
crowded and  having  stoves. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOlSrS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


239.]  Bellaire,  January  30,  1865. 

J.  W.  Gaerett,  Esq., 

President, 
W.  Peescott  Smith,  Esq., 

Master  of  Transportation, Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad: 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  transfer  of  the 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps  across  the  Ohio  from  Beilaire  to  your  cars 
at  Eeiiwood  is  completed.  In  closing  it,  I  should  feel  that  I  were  lack- 
ing injustice  not  to  especially  acknowledge  the  services  rendered  by 
the  employes  of  your  road. 

As  you  are  aware,  before  our  arrival  here  the  weather  suddenly 
changed  and  became  and  has  continued  intensely  cold,  by  which,  all 
railroad  men  know,  the  difhculties  and  dangers  of  such  a  movement 
become  trebled  and  quadrupled.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that,  owing 
in  a  great  extent  to  the  untiring  energy  and  perseverance  of  your 
employes,  the  work  has  been  comijleted  rapidly,  and  without  injury  or 
loss  to  person  or  property.  The  accomplishment  of  the  work  so  suc- 
cessfully is  mainly  owing  to  the  service  of  Mr.  John  Cronan,  your  agent 
here,  and  Mr.  James  II.  Shroder,  assistant  supervisor  of  trains,  who  for 
eight  days  have  been  ever  at  their  posts,  and  at  times  without  sleep  or 
rest  for  two  and  three  days;  also  to  the  assistance  of  Mr.  McMurphy, 
superintendent  of  transfer,  who  exerted  himself  with  like  energy  until 
he  became  ill ;  as  also  to  the  aid  given  by  Mr.  Harvey,  temporarily 
assisting  Mr.  Cronan,  and  to  Captain  Snyder,  in  charge  of  the  transfer- 
boat  W.  H.  Harrison,  to  the  watchful  care  of  whom,  by  night  and  day, 
is  owing  the  fact  that  we  have  been  able  to  cross  at  all  through  the  ice. 
The  value  of  these  men,  I  doubt  not,  is  well  known  to  you,  yet  I  cannot 
but  think  for  their  services  in  this  case  they  are  worthy  of  special 
commendation,  and  that  with  such  employes  your  road  will  continue 
to  maintain  its  unsurpassed  reputation  for  safety  and  good  manage- 
ment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


240.]  Bellaire,  January  30, 1865. 

Colonel  McKiM, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  and 
Capt.  J.  V.  Lewis, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
Gentlemen:  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  all  the  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps  have  arrived  here,  been  transferred,  and  that  a  large  pro- 
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portion  of  tbem  have  already  arrived  at  their  destination.  I  have  not 
seen  a  Cincinnati  paper  for  some  days,  but  a  gentleman  casually 
informed  me  that  there  had  been  some  complaint  in  reference  to  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  commissary  department,  though  we  thought  the  com- 
plaint only  applied  to  the  small  force  under  General  Meagher  proceed- 
ing east  by  I'ittsburg.  That  there  may  be  no  misapprehension,  would 
it  not  be  well  for  one  of  you  to  see  the  editors  of  your  papers  in  regard 
to  the  movement  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  letting  it  be  kuown 
that  the  small  force  moving  from  Nashville  have  no  connection  with  it, 
and  was  moving  without  your  own  or  my  authority  or  instructions.  As 
you  are  aware,  the  movement  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  was  very 
hastily  decided  upon,  and  that  until  my  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tennessee  I  had  no  express  instructions  in  regard  to  the  same,  further 
than  to  report  and  await  orders;  and  that  after  receiving  such  orders 
the  whole  force  within  three  days  was  embarked  at  Clifton,  and  the 
most  of  it  proceeding  up  the  Ohio.  The  transportation  until  we  arrived 
at  Cincinnati  was  every  way  satisfactory,  the  weather  being  compara- 
tively mild  and  pleasant.  At  Cincinnati  I  heard  of  no  complaint,  unless 
it  was  owing  to  a  few  hours  delay  in  proceeding  for  lack  of  rations,  and 
of  which  in  moving  so  large  a  force  it  would  be  hardly  just  to  complain 
of  the  commissary.  The  cars  were  all  amply  provided  with  straw,  and 
m  any  of  them  with  stoves,  though  the  latter  were  not  deemed  necessary 
lor  the  short  trip  to  Bellaire,  in  weather  no  colder  than  it  was  when 
most  of  them  left  Cincinnati.  Unfortunately,  trains  being  thrown  off 
the  track  several  times  on  the  Ohio  Central,  there  have  been  very  con- 
siderable detentions  in  getting  them  through  to  this  i)oint.  At  Colum- 
bus and  this  place  a  most  ample  supi)ly  of  coffee  was  furnished  to  all 
the  regiments  immediately  on  arrival,  as  also  at  four  different  points  on 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  liailroad,  and  I  never  saw  a  body  of  men  more 
satisfied  or  merry  than  were  these  troops  on  reaching  this  point. 
On  arriving  here  I  immediately  took  steps  to  secure  an  ample  supply 
of  stoves  and  straw  to  make  the  troops  comfortable  in  passing  over  the 
mountains.  Most  of  the  corps  have  already  arrived  at  Washington, 
and  I  am  in  receipt  of  dispatch  informing  me  that  the  Secretary  of  War, 
Generals  Halleck;  Schofield,  and  Couch  express  themselves  in  the  high- 
est degree  satisfied  and  pleased  with  the  rapidity  and  great  success  of 
the  movement  in  all  respects. 

There  have  been  some  reports  of  injury  to  persons  by  freezing  and 
otherwise,  but  after  the  most  careful  inquiry  in  every  direction  1  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  that  a  single  man  has  suffered  in  life  or  limb  in 
any  respect,  and  I  believe  sucli  statements  are  pure  fiction.  When  it  is 
considered  that  this  movement  was  so  suddenly  decided  and  so  promptly 
acted  upon,  and  that  20,000  men  will  have  been  transported  nearly 
1,500  miles  by  river  and  rail,  amid  the  constant  changes  and  severities 
of  midwinter,  I  know  there  is  no  one  of  the  gentlemen  controlling  your 
papers  who  will  not  regard  it  in  its  true  light,  as  one  of  the  remarkable 
events  of  this  most  remarkable  war;  the  like  of  which,  everything  con- 
sidered, has  not  been  before  accomplished.  The  movement  of  the 
Twenty-second  [Eleventh  and  Twelfth]  Army  Corps  of  22,000  men  from 
the  East  to  the  West  was  effected  in  delightful  autumn  weather,  and 
with  ample  time  for  previous  preparation,  and  the  route  distinctly  fixed 
upon.  One  thing  is  certain,  so  far  as  1  am  concerned,  that  no  consider- 
ation will  again  induce  me  voluntarily  to  assume  tlie  general  supervis- 
ion and  fearful  responsibility  of  such  a  movement  in  such  a  period  of 
the  year,  and  I  am  sure  that  no  man  would  dare  to  endure  the  painful 
anxieties  and  difaculties  through  which  I  have  passed  for  the  last 
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fifteen  days.  The  average  time  of  movement  with  all  the  change  and 
difliculties  encountered  will  not  exceed  ten  days  from  the  time  troops 
leave  the  upper  Tennessee  to  their  arrival  at  their  destination.  To 
yourselves  I  beg  leave  again  to  express  my  obligations  for  the  great 
promptness,  energy,  and  efficiency  of  your  services  in  so  rapidly  pro- 
viding the  necessary  cars  and  in  making  the  transfer  at  Cincinnati. 
Please  let  me  hear  from  you  at  Washington,  and  advise  me  if  anything 
is  said  anyway  relative  to  the  movement  or  injury  to  troops. 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


241.]  Bbllaire,  January  30,  1865. 

Hon.  H.  J.  Jewett,  President,  and 
D.  W.  Gai.DWEI,L,  Superintendent: 

Gentlemen:  I  know  you  will  rejoice  with  me  in  the  completion  of 
the  transportation  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  so  far  as  your  road 
is  concerned.  Owing  to  the  sudden  change  and  severity  of  this  mid- 
winter weather  it  has  ouly  been  accomplished  with  untiring  and  perse- 
vering efforts,  and  while  some  accidents  and  detentions  have  occurred, 
I  am  highly  pleased  to  know  that  there  has  been  no  injury  to  life  or 
limb  of  any  person;  and  while  I  may  have  expressed  some  annoyance 
at  these  detentions,  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  fully  appreciate  the 
energy  and  eflforts  displayed  by  yourselves  in  making  the  movement  a 
complete  success.  Indeed,  I  think  no  similar  movement  of  the  war, 
considering  the  distance  moved,  the  short  notice  given,  and  the  severity 
of  the  season,  has  been  so  successful,  notwithstanding  all  the  delays 
and  accidents  to  which  I  have  alluded.  Under  such  circumstances  I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  make  complaint,  at  least  until  I  received  your 
report,  and  had  more  full  and  definite  information.  The  transportation 
of  20,000  men  with  all  their  artillery  from  the  upper  Tennessee  to  the 
Potomac,  a  distance  of  nearly  1,500  miles,  over  rivers  and  mountains 
in  the  midst  of  a  severe  winter  is  no  ordinary  occurrence,  and  I  venture 
the  assertion  that  nothing  equal  to  it  has  ever  occurred,  either  in 
Europe  or  America.  Its  success  will  be  a  subject  for  future  pleasant 
recollection. 

I  remain,  very  truly,  yours, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


242.]  Benwood,  Va.,  January  30,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  E.  Bbunee, 

Commanding  130th  Indiana: 
Colonel:  Major-General  Couch  directed  that  an  infantry  escort 
should  accompany  and  protect  the  artillery  of  the  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will,  with  the  420  under 
your  orders,  take  charge  of  the  three  battery  trains  now  ready  to  leave 
for  Washington  City,  and  safely  escort  them  in  such  manner  as  you 
shall  deem  best. 

Very  respectfully, . 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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243.]  Behwood,  January  30, 1865. 

Capt.  Gus.  Abtsman, 

Assistant  Quartermaster^  Wheeling,  Va. : 
Please  see  the  editor  of  the  Wheeling  Regist«r  and  inform  him  some 
one  has  given  him  false  information  and  led  him  to  state  in  paper  this 
morning  that  nine  soldiers  were  frozen  to  death  in  the  cars  on  the  Ohio 
Central.  It  is  entirely  untrue.  I  have  made  and  caused  to  be  made 
tlie  most  careful  inquiry  for  days  past,  and  assure  him  not  a  man  has 
been  frozen,  nor  even  a  limb.  Indeed,  with  the  close  cars  so  fall  of 
straw  and  stoves  such  a  thing  was  impossible  unless  a  man  was  intoxi- 
cated and  exposed  outside.  I  am  sure  the  editor  will  correct  the  error, 
as  it  is  calculated  to  prejudice  our  cause.  Please  consult  with  Captain 
Ford,  and  answer.  Some  twelve  or  fifteen  cars  more  of  horses  arrived ; 
two  of  artillery  will  be  up  to-day.  Please  prepare  to  ship  them  as  soon 
as  possible. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


244.]  Bellaibe,  January  29,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  B.  FoBD, 

Wheeling,  Va. : 
The  soldiers  and  officers  all  say  they  have  been  too  much  crowded  in 
coming  from  Cincinnati,  and  Mr.  Clement  only  put  thirty-five  in  their 
large  cars.  Bear  in  mind  the  services  of  these  brave  men,  the  sever- 
ity of  this  weather,  the  fact  that  most  of  your  cars  are  smaller  than 
those  in  Ohio,  and  thus  one  or  two  more  cars  to  a  train  make  all  sat- 
isfied and  pleased  with  your  road ;  and  1  am  sure  you  will  yield  to  my 
wishes,  and  I  will  agree  to  stand  between  you  and  all  blame,  as  I  can- 
not, while  seeing  the  facts,  think  it  right  or  policy  to  put  over  twenty- 
six  or  twenty-eight  in  your  small  cars  and  thirty  in  the  large  ones. 
Again,  the  transportation  is  almost  complete,  and  only  a  few  extra 
cars  will  be  required. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


245.]  Wheeling,  January  29,  1865 — 9  p.  m. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Benwood : 
We  have  just  succeeded  in  getting  the  forage,  and  everything  will 

leave  immediately. 

J.  B.  FORD. 


246.]  Wheeling,  January  30,  1865—12.25  p.  m. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Benwood : 
Please  stop  the  cars  which  are  loaded  with  guns  of  Fifteenth  Indi- 
ana Battery,  Nos.  278,  238,  2256,  2283,  2342,  and  2871;  the  horses  will 
be  loaded  as  soon  as  the  Third  Division  battery  get  out  of  the  way. 

ALONZO  D.  HARVEY, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  Second  Division. 


284  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  PLA.       [Chap.  LIX. 

247.]  Zanesville,  Ohio,  January  30,  1865 — 6.30  p.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons,  Bellaire: 

The  last  traiu  ivS  about  leaving  Barnesville.  We  will  send  it  for- 
ward as  fast  as  possible.  I  am  glad  the  thing  is  about  over.  Good- 
bye. 

D.  W.  CALDWELL. 

248.] 

Ordees.]       Assistant  Quartermaster's  Office,  U.  S.  A., 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  January  30, 1865 — 6.30  p.  m. 

To  officers  in  charge  of  troops  or  animals  belonging  to  the  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps  now  at  Bridgeport  or  Wheeling. 

All  animals  must  be  unloaded  to-night  and  placed  in  the  corral,  where 
they  must  be  fed,  watered,  and  ready  to  load  on  the  cars  by  7  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  All  troops  will  be  provided  with  four  days'  rations 
before  leaving  Columbus  or  Benwood.  All  troops  and  horses  will  be 
in  the  cars  and  leave  here  for  Benwood  by  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. At  Benwood  the  trains  will  be  made  up  and  accompanied  by 
infantry  escort,  now  in  readiness  on  cars  at  that  place. 

By  order  Major-General  Couch : 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


249.]  Baltimore,  Md.,  January  30, 1865 — 9  p.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Pahsons,  Bellaire,  Ohio : 

Yours  of  11.30  a.  m.,  from  Bellaire,  received  9  p.  m.  Glad  to  hear 
favorably  from  you.  Two  thirds  of  the  entire  movement  now  in  Wash- 
ington, and  remainder  moving  successfully  over  line.  Many  of  our 
train  men  and  others  have  been  frost  bitten,  and  several  killed  by  acci- 
dent and  exhaustion,  but  no  soldier  frozen,  and  only  one  killed  by 
breakage  of  a  United  States  car,  thirty  miles  from  Baltimore,  that 
threw  three  cars  off  the  track.  We  have  bad  great  trouble  in  many 
ways  with  the  Government  cars.  They  are  not  adapted  to  our  curves 
and  grades.  Weather  is  rapidly  moderating  here,  and  we  all  feel 
relieved  as  our  heavy  and  responsible  contract  draws  nigh  its  trium- 
phant fulfillment.  I  want  to  shake  hands  with  you  over  it  when  you 
return. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


250.]  Wheeling,  January  31,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons,  Orafton: 

We  dispatched  the  last  of  the  troops  and  horses  from  Benwood  at 
1.35  p.  m.,  all  in  good  order. 

J.  R.  SHRODEE. 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  3,  1865—2  p.  m. 
Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 
I  think  it  advisable  to  request  the  Navy  to  keep  two  or  three  vessels 
patrolling  between  Cape  Henry  and  Cape  Fear  during  the  transit  of 
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Schofield's  troops.  It  is  barely  possible  for  one  of  the  enemy's  priva- 
teers to  get  on  that  route  and  do  us  great  injury.  If  you  agree  with  me 
will  you  please  request  this  ? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  3,  1865. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  Eichmond  "Whig  to-day  has  the  following  dispatch : 

Charleston,  February  1. 

There  has  been  no  movemeut  of  importance  to-day.  Prisoners  taken  vary  in  their 
statements  of  Sherman's  destination.  The  enemy,  it  is  reported,  are  burning  all  the 
good  houses  along  the  route  of  their  march. 

The  latest  accounts  from  Wilmington  represent  all  quiet  there.  It  is  generally 
believed  that  Mobile  is  soon  to  be  attacked. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  3, 1865—5  p.  m. 
General  Howard: 

Your  note  and  orders  of  last  night  were  not  received  till  a  few 
moments  ago.  General  Logan  got  here  last  night,  and  today  drove 
the  enemy  from  a  positiou  the  other  side  of  Duck  Creek.  General  Wil- 
liams brought  up  five  brigades  of  Slocum's  troops,  but  no  late  news  of 
Slocum.  Thinks  he  will  have  a  hard  time  to  get  across  Savannah  River 
at  all.  I  ordered  Woods'  division  this  morning  to  Angley's  Post-Office, 
and  John  E.  Smith  is  between.  To-morrow  the  Fifteenth  Corps  will 
move  on  Buford's  Bridge,  which  is  also  strongly  defended,  and  I  will 
order  Williams  toward  Barnwell  to  the  point  marked  Hayes.  I  will 
myself  stop  at  Angley's  Post-Office  till  I  hear  what  progress  is  made 
to  eflect  a  lodgment  across  the  Salkehatchie.  General  Woods  is  now  at 
Angley's,  and  will  lead  to  Buford's  to-morrow.  If  Slocum  were  up  I 
would  move  him  to  Barnwell  at  once,  but  can  use  Williams  to  produce 
the  same  effect. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers^  Bridge,  February  3,  1865. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 
General:  Your  dispatch  just  received.  I  was  just  on  the  point  ot 
starting  one  of  my  officers  to  you.  Your  disposition  of  the  Fifteenth 
Corps  is  just  as  I  desired  it.  Prisoners  report  that  Stephen  D.  Lee's 
corps  was  with  the  forces  over  against  us  today,  but  it  lacks  confirma- 
tion. 

Respectfully, 

CO.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqbs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers^  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  3, 1865. 
Major-General  Sherman,  Comdg.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  Major-General  Mower,  under  General  Blair's  direction, 
after  most  extraordinary  exertion,  opening  two  parallel  roads,  laying 
foot  bridges  a  mile  and  a  half  in  extent,  crossing  sixteen  streams,  suc- 
ceeded in  turning  the  position  of  the  enemy  with  two  brigades,  while 
he  made  a  strong  demonstration  on  their  direct  front.  He  carried  the 
position,  taking  a  few  prisoners.  Meanwhile  General  Giles  A.  Smith 
crossed  the  swamp  and  the  Salkehatchie  two  miles  south  of  this  point, 
creating  a  diversion  and  preventing  the  forces  at  Broxton's  Bridge 
from  coming  up. 

1  visited  the  field  this  evening  immediately  after  Mower  had  carried 
the  works.  It  is  the  strongest  position  I  ever  saw  in  my  life,  and  I 
think  was  defended  by  aboub  2,000  men.  Some  eight  regimental  flags, 
accompanying  troops  in  motion  below  Giles  Smith,  moving  down  the 
river,  where  seen  by  our  men  just  before  dark.  I  took  them  to  be  re-en- 
forcements cut  off  by  General  Smith's  movement.  Buford's  Bridge  is 
reported  destroyed,  and  was  abandoned  about  the  time  Elvers'  Bridge 
was  carried,  so  that  the  movement  of  to-day  has  given  us  the  line  of 
the  Salkehatchie,  and  as  the  i)eoi>le  of  Barnwell  District  have  taken  all 
their  provisions  over  this  river  we  probably  shall  not  suffer.  General 
Blair  has  found  sufficient  forage  thus  far.  I  have  concluded  to  send 
back  my  emjity  wagons  under  a  small  escort,  and  have  them  return  to 
nsfollowing  General  Logan's  column.  It  is  a  great  pity  theLeft  Wing 
is  not  so  posted  as  to  enable  us  to  push  at  once  for  the  railroad.  It  is 
twenty-two  miles  from  here  to  Midway.  I  will  spend  the  time  till  you 
say  go  ahead  in  preparing  the  bridges  at  this  point  and  at  Buford's 
Grossing.  General  Mower's  loss,  the  doctor  says,  is  10  or  12  killed  and 
at  least  70  wounded.  I  shall  send  back  all  the  wounded  I  can  with 
the  returned  trains. 
Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  3, 1865. 
General  Logan,  Commanding  Fifteenth  Corps: 

General  :  Move  your  command  to-morrow,  two  divisions  to  Buford's 
Bridge  and  one  to  Angley's  Post-OfBce.  Better  pursue  the  same 
order  as  now  and  let  all  march,  say,  at  6  a.  m.  That  will  bring  the 
divisions  of  Woods  and  John  E.  Smith  at  Buford's,  and  Hazen's  at 
Angley's.  I  will  move  Williams  by  our  left  rear  around  to  Arnold 
Church  and  Hayes'. 

W\  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Loper''s  Cross-Boads,  S,  C,  February  3,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  general  commanding,  that  the  three  divisions  of  this  corps  are 
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encamped  as  follows :  The  Second  Division,  witli  headquarters  of  the 
corps,  at  Loper's  Cross-Eoads ;  the  Third  Division  at  Owens'  Cross- 
Ko«ds;  the  First  Division  at  or  near  Angley'sPost-OfBce,  covering  the 
bridge  over  Jackson's  Branch,  which  General  Woods  is  instructed  to 
rebuild.  The  divisions,  it  will  be  seen,  are  all  encamped  in  position 
along  the  road  running  from  Duck  Branch  Post-Office  to  Angley's 
Post-Offlce,  between  Coosawhatchie  Swamp  and  Jackson's  Branch. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqbs.  Department  akd  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers'  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  3, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
General  Blair's  eiripty  wagons  will  leave  here  at  daylight  to-morrow 
morning  for  Pocotaligo  Landing,  to  load  with  subsistence  stores.  He 
has  directed  General  Woods  to  send  all  his  empty  wagons  for  the  same 
purpose  at  Whippy  Swamp  or  Crockettville.  He  wishes  you  to  send 
all  the  empty  wagons  of  the  other  divisions  of  your  command  for  the 
same  purpose.  One  regiment  from  General  Hazen's  division,  with  the 
one  from  General  Woods'  division,  will  be  sufficient  guard.  General 
Mower  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  Eivers'  Bridge  this  even- 
ing, and  now  occupies  their  position.  It  is  reported  that  Buford's 
Bridge  was  burned  this  evening,  and  the  enemy  evacuated  the  position. 
The  general  wishes  you  to  send  two  brigades  of  General  Woods'  divis- 
ion to  that  point  to-morrow  morning  to  occupy  that  point  and  rebuild 
the  bridge,  leaving  one  brigade  at  Angley's  Post-OfiBce  until  you  come 
up,  when  it  will  follow.  Angley's  Post-Office  is  the  same  as  Barker's 
MUl. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       ^  A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Office  Chief  Quartermaster,  Fifteenth  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C,  February  3, 1865. 
Major  WooDHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
Major  •  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  trans- 
portation belonging  to  this  corps  and  its  distribution,  m  compliance 
with  vour  request  of  the  2d  instant:  Corps  headquarters,  10  wagons, 
2  ambulances;  detachment  supply  train,  34  wagons  ;  First  Division, 
199  wagons,  38  ambulances;  Second  Division,  146  wagons,  32  ambu- 
lances; Third  Division,  153  wagons,  30  ambulances;  Fourth  Division, 
190  wagons,  40  ambulances;  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry, 
2  wagons,  1  ambulance;  signal  corps,  2  wagons;  Artillery  Brigade  58 
wagons,  1  ambulance.  Total,  794  wagons,  144  ambulances  J^'^Ptam 
Lynch,  assistant  quartermaster,  has  been  ordered  *«  transfer  the  wagons 
ot- the  ordnance  train  of  the  Artillery  Brigade  to  the  several  divisions, 
and  the  ambulance  to  the  ambulance  corps. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  ^^^^^^^'^^j^^ 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 
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Hdqks.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers^  Bridge^  S.  C,  February  3,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Geu.  C.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  all 
your  empty  wagons  back  to  Pocotaligo  Landing,  to  load  with  subsist- 
ence stores.  General  Blair's  train  will  leave  here , to-morrow  a.  m.  at 
daylight,  by  the  way  of  Orockettville  and  Hickory  Hill  Post-Office.  If 
your  train  arrives  first  it  will  wait  for  General  Blair.  If  his  arrives 
first  it  will  wait  for  yours,  and  tlie  two  proceed  together.  You  will 
send  one  regiment  as  a  guard  for  the  train. 

Very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M,  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers'  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  3, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Gen]:ral  :  The  general  commanding  wishes  you  to  move  to  Buford's 
Bridge  tomorrow  with  two  brigades,  leaving  the  other  at  Angley's 
Post-Office  to  follow  as  other  troops  arrive.  Secure  that  bridge  and 
put  it  and  the  causeway  in  good  repair.  General  Mower  carried  the 
works  in  our  front  this  evening,  so  that,  should  you  meet  with  any 
resistance  at  Buford's  Bridge,  simply  make  a  demonstration,  and  we 
will  turn  the  position  from  here. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Duclc  Creek,  February  3,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  troops  of  my  command  have 
taken  possession  of  opposite  bank  of  Duck  Creek  without  opposition. 
I  have  established  my  camp  near  the  swamp  on  Allendale  road. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Camp  in  the  Field,  S.  C,  February  3, 1865. 
Oapt.  S.  M.  BuDLONG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Division: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  scouting  party  sent 
out  by  Colonel  Tourtellotte  succeeded  in  forming  a  junction  with  Gen- 
eral Hazen,  and  learned  that  he  has  one  regiment  over  the  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  T.  CLAEK, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Biros'  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  3,  1865. 

Major-Geiieral  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 
General:  Tlie  major-general  commandiiig  directs  me  to  say  that 
when  he  was  down  toward  the  front  this  morning  he  observed  that 
the  main  road  to  the  river  was  in  very  bad  condition.  As  lie  feels  coii- 
lident  that  we  will  use  the  road  soon,  he  wishes  you  to  send  the  pio- 
neers of  General  Force's  division  and  have  it  corduroyed  wherever  it 
needs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  oe  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers'  Bridge,  8.  C,  February  3,  J 865. 
Maj.  Geu.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 
General:  The  major-general  connnanding  directs  that  you  have  all 
your  empty  wagons  ready  at  dayliglit  to  morrow  to  return  to  Pocotaligo 
Lauding  and  load  with  subsistence  stores,  and  rejoin  the  command  as 
soon  as  possible.  You  will  send  the  Ninth  Eegiment  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry  as  a  guard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )        HnyRS.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  31.  ]  Rivers'  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  3,  1865. 

******* 
IV.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
move  his  command  along  the  north  bank  of  the  Salkehatchie  lliver 
to  morrow  morning  and  join  on  to  the  right  of  the  First  Division  now 
in  position  at  Kivers'  Bridge. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

G.  GADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Xear  Rivers'  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  3, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  place 
yi*iir  command  under  arms,  ready  to  move  at  a  moment  s  notice. 
'■    "  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,     ^       j^^,  j^^ 

4m9tmt  Acljtitant-  ^eneml, 
19  B  B-^VOL  XLVII,  PI  11 
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Headquarteks  Twentieth  Coups, 
Two  Mihis  from  Lawtoncille,  S.  C,  February  3,  1805. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

(Jommandbuj  Left  ^Yin(J■. 
General  :  I  send  by  tlie  bearer  some  dispatches  that  arrived  in  the 
night  by  the  messenger  sent  by  me  to  (ieneral  Sherman.  We  reached 
this  point  last  night,  had  a  smart  skirmish  with  about  a  brigade  of 
Wheeler's  cavalry,  and  a  battery  of  artillery.  They  were  driven  away 
with  a  loss  to  us  of  1  killed  and  7  wounded.  My  advance  occupied 
Lawtonville  last  night.  We  found  the  roads  yesterday  iu  fair  condi- 
tion, but  the  rain  of  to  day  may  make  them  worse.  We  shall  get  to 
Duck  Branch  Post-Office  today,  from  whence  I  shall  communicate 
with  General  Sherman. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Cross-Roads,  February  3,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Tucntieth  Corps  : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  General  Sherman  to  say  that  he  desires 
you  to  halt  in  tlie  vicinitj',  or  at  Duck  Branch  Post-Oflice,  and  to 
reconnoiter  to  your  left,  awaiting  further  orders. 
With  respect, 

L.  m.  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  3,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 
General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps: 

General  :  You  may  move  your  command  by  Allendale  Post-Oflfice  to 
a  position  about  Hayes',  depending  on  two  divisions  Fifteenth  Corps 
being  at  Buford's  Bridge,  Seventeenth  Corps  at  Elvers'  Bridge,  and 
one  division  Fifteenth  Cor])s  at  Augley's  Post-Oflice.  I  will  be  at 
Angley's.  I  want  you  to  iseem  to  be  moving  ou  Barnwell.  Eeport 
to  me  as  often  as  possible  your  i)rogress,  and  you  would  do  well  to 
march  your  men  on  the  flanks  of  your  train,  especially  when  abreast  of 
Erwinton. 


Yours. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Duck  Branch  Post-  Office,  S.  C,  February  3,  1865. 
This  command  will  march  to-morrow  via  Smyrna  and  Allendale,  as 
follows:  Third  Division  at  7  a.  m.;  First  Division  at  8a.  m.    The  artil- 
lery will  occupy  the  same  position  in  the  columu  as  in  the  mai'ch  of 
to-day. 
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Cieueral  Ward  aud  General  Jackson  will  each  send  out  at  daylight 
all  of  their  pioneers  to  repair  the  road. 

General  Jackson  will  dispose  of  his  troops  along  the  coliunn,  so  as 
to  cover  the  trains  of  one  of  General  Ward's  brigades.    General  Ward 
will  march  two  unencumbered  brigades  in  the  advance. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

on  AS.  MOYEK, 
Acting  Assisiant  A^ljuiant-Genend. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  (JiioKuiA, 

Sister's  Ferry,  Ga.,  Fehrimnj  J,  1S(>5. 

Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corx>s: 
(General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  command  immediately  in  rear  of  the  cavalry  train,  and  that  you 
rejoin  the  Twentieth  Corps,  marching  steadily  night  aud  day,  by  way 
of  Lawtouville  and  Duck  Branch  Post-Ofdcc.  The  cavalry  is  now 
crossing  the  pontoon  liridgo. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT,  P.  DECHEKT, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Ducli  Branch  Post-Office,  February  3, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 
GeneraLi:  In  consideration  of  the  bad  weather,  the  general  has  seut 
word  to  your  pioneers  that  they  need  not  break  uj)  their  camp  to-night 
unless  they  have  already  done  so,  telling  them  at  the  same  time  to  be 
here  by  daylight  in  tlie  morning,  Avhen  the  general  desires  to  have  them 
report  to  Major  Stei)henson,  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  who 
has  been  placed  in  charge  of  all  the  pioneers  for  tlie  day.  They  will 
report  at  the  cross-roads  just  back  from  these  headquarters,  the  one 
General  Eobinsou  went  out  on. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEUKIl^S, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers'  Bridge,  February  3,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 

General  :  I  send  you  some  seventy  or  eighty  wounded.  We  carried 
this  evening  the  works  in  our  front  at  this  place,  and  liave  effected  a 
lodgment  on  the  other  bank  of  the  Salkehatchie.  The  work  was  done 
by  two  divi.sions  of  General  Blair's  corps.  I  think  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion at  this  bridge  the  strongest  I  ever  saw.  Mower  and  his  men  have 
shown  indomitable  energy  as  well  as  confident  gallantry.    Giles  A, 
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Smith  also  led  his  division  across  the  swamp  and  the  river  at  another 
place,  creating  a  diversion  that  enabled  Mower  to  succeed  without  the 
enemy  being  re-enforced.    Please  do  what  you  can  for  our  poor  fellows. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

O.  O.  HOWAliD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqks.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  'J'iie  South, 

Focot(tli{/o,  »S'.  v.,  Fcbriiory  S,  lf<OJ. 
Bear  Admual  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandiny  South  Atlantic  Blocl-adiiuj  /Squadron, : 
Admiral:  General  Potter  has  handed  nie  a  letter  received  by  him 
relative  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  Isaval  Brigade  from  this  command,  iu 
whicli  Commander  Preble  is  censured  for  withdrawing  without  orders 
from  these  headquarters.  In  a  letter  froiri  department  headquarters 
dated  December  13, 18G4,  1  was  informed  that  the  brigade  would  be 
called  for  for  other  service  and  directed  to  send  it  whenever  you 
expressed  a  desire  for  its  return.  I  only  regretted  that  by  leaving 
during  my  absence  I  was  deprived  of  the  ojiportunity  of  informing 
them  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  they  were  held,  not  only  by  myself 
but  the  entire  command.  You  will  confer  en  me  a  favor  by  announcing 
to  the  brigade  that  its  gallantry  in  action  and  good  conduct  during  the 
irksome  life  in  camp  won  from  all  the  land  forces  with  which  it  served 
the  highest  praise.  The  officers,  for  their  gentlemanly  bearing  and 
strict  attention  to  duty,  received  from  all  the  credit  justly  their  due. 
The  harmony  that  prevailed  throughout  the  comniand  proved  that  it 
any  jealousy  had  previously  existed  between  the  different  branches  of 
the  service  all  that  was  wanting  to  efface  it  was  a  better  knowledge  of 
each  other.  To  Commander  I'reble,  Captains  Matthews,  O'Kane,  and 
Crosinan  and  Lieutenant  Stoddard,  with  whom  I  w^as  myself  more  imme- 
diately brought  in  contact,  I  give  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  support 
rendered  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- Oeiierol,  Comvianding  Division. 


Special  Orders,  \       Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

Xo.  29.  )  HiHon  Head,  IS.  (,'.,  February  .?,  1805. 

******* 

VI.  The  detachment  of  tlie  Fourth  Massachusetts  CaA  airy  now  on 
duty  at  this  post  will  proceed  at  <mce  to  Pocotaligo,  with  five  days' 
rations,  and  rejjort  to  General  Hatch  for  duty  in  the  field.     The  quarter- 
master's department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

THOKNDIKE  D.  HODOES, 
Gapt.,  35th  U.  8.  Colored  Troops,  and  AcUj.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen, 


Hdqbs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  February  3,  1865, 
Commanding  Officer,  Beaufort  District, 

Department  of  the  South  .- 
Sir  :  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he 
desires  yoii  to  place,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  one  regiment  of 


Chap.  LIX.j  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  293 

troops  on  the  mainland  at  the  end  of  the  causeway  at  Port  Koyal 
Ferry.  They  will  take  with  them  intrenching  tools,  to  be  used  in  con- 
structing a  bridge-head.  You  will  please  return  by  bearer  an  answer 
to  this  communication,  stating  at  what  time  the  troo])s  will  be  at  the 
point  designated.  The  brigadier-general  commanding  also  directs  me 
to  say  that  if  you  doubt  his  authority  for  giving  these  instructions  you 
will  please  communicate  with  department  headquarters  on  the  subject. 
Please,  also,  to  furnish  these  headquarters  with  the  number  of  eflective 
men  of  your  command,  not  including  those  actually  serving  on  Edisto 
Island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONAUD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Washirifiton,  J).  C,  February  3,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Washington,  D,  G.  : 
General  :  You  will  please  proceed  without  delay  to  Annapolis,  Md., 
and  report  for  duty  to  Brig.  Gen.  T.  F.  Meagher,  commanding  Pro- 
visional Division  of  the  Armies  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland.  If 
General  Meagher  be  not  at  Annapolis  you  will  assume  command  of  all 
the  troops  at  that  place  belonging  to  his  division  and  conduct  them  to 
New  Berne,  N.  C,  reporting  on  arrival  at  Beaufort  to  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N. 
Palmer  for  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General,  Gommanding. 


General  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Third  Dit.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

jjo.  G.  )  Steamship  Atlantic,  February  3,  1865. 

I.  The  several  steamers  containing  the  portions  of  the  Third  Division, 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  now  lying  at  Alexandria,  will  sail  to-morrow 
morning,  4th  instant,  at  daylight.  The  commanding  olHcer  of  senior 
rank  will  be  responsible  for  all  the  troops  on  board  each  vessel  respect-^ 
ively  and  after  entering  Chesapeake  Bay  will  instruct  the  master  of 
the  vessel  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Cape  Fear  Inlet,  N.  C,  where 
the  fleet  will  rendezvous  and  await  further  orders.  The  destuiation  ot 
the  command  will  be  kept  secret  by  the  several  commanding  offtcers 
until  communicated  to  the  masters  of  vessels  as  above  ordered. 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  Cox:  „,„-,.^    ,,,-.,- 

THEO.  COX, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Annapolis,  Md.,  February  3,  1865—2.30  p.  m. 

(Received  4.30  p.  m.) 

Mai.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
According  to  the  estimate  of  Captain  Blodgett,  assistant  quarter- 
malSr  thefe  is  now  tranSt,ortation  at  this  point  for  7,400  men  in  a  , 
1,855  of  this  number  being  now  on  board.    A  steamer  that  left  Balti 
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more  at  noon  yesterday  with  450  men  put  back  on  account  of  ice. 
General  Meagher  went  to  Baltimore  yesterday.  If  troops  are  coming 
here  by  rail  I  think  that  the  Governmeut  should  take  entire  control  of 
the  road  from  Annapolis  Junction. 

ROBT.  N.  SCOTT, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Annapot.is,  Mn.,  February  3,  IdCi't. 

("Received  !)  a.  ni.  4th.) 
Mai.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
One  of  General  Schofield's  brigades  arrived  at  5.30  p.  m.,  and  is 
being  embarked.  I  understand  from  here  that  this  command  was  to 
be  shipped  separate  from  any  of  Meagher'ss  troops,  and  I  so  informed 
Captain  Blodgett.  Many  of  these  transitorts  have  no  bunks,  and  I  do 
not  think  they  can  carry  the  number  of  men  estimated ;  for  example, 
the  Creole  and  Nevada,  estimated  to  carry  1,000  men  each,  are  very 
much  crowded  with  700  men  each.  These  ships  were  selected  for 
Schofield's  troops.  The  steamer  John  Kice  has  not  arrived.  Colonel 
Casement,  commanding  brigade  of  Schofield's  corps,  expects  orders  as 
to  his  movements  after  embarkation.  His  troops  will  be  on  board  by 
12  o'clock  to-night. 

ROBT.  N.  SCOTT, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  Fehrvary  4,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  following  dispatch  is  taken  from  to-day's  Richmond  Whig . 

CHAni-ESTON,  Fi:hruay\j  2,  1SG5. 

A  dispatch  from  Broxton's  Bridge,  dated  7.40  last  niglit,  says  the  enemy  advanced 
to-day  across  Whippy  Swamp,  driving  in  our  cavalry  on  our  left,  six  miles  from  this 
place.  They  are  supposed  to  Ijo  in  heavy  force.  There  is  a  column  of  cavalry  ou  the 
Augusta  road  moving  rapidly  for  some  unknown  point.  \Vhi]>py  Swamp  is  about 
thirty  miles  northwest  of  Pocotaligo,  anil  about  the  same  distance  southwest  of 
Branchville.  Before  reaching  the  latter  place  Sherman's  troops  will  have  to  cross 
several  tributaries  of  the  Combahee  as  well  as  the  Edisto  River. 

Later. — The  enemy  have  possession  of  McBride's  Bridge,  and  skirmishing  is  going 
on  in  front  of  Broxton's  Bridge.     The  enemy  are  certainly  moving  on  Branchville. 

A  dispatch  from  Adams'  Run  says  that  the  enemy  come  up  iu  two  barges  to  Young's 
Island  yesterday  about  noon,  and  drovein  onrpickets.  They  fired  several  bridges  on 
plantations,  and  retired  this  morning. 

Three  steamers  nre  off  White  Point,  and  a  landing  is  threatened. 

Adams'  Run  is  about  twenty  miles  southwest  of  C'liarleston. 

T7.  S.  GRAFT, 

TJeutenant-  General. 


Special        ')   Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  \  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  31.  )  Rivers''  Bridge,  S.  C.  February  4,  I860. 

*  *  *  *  *  »       '        * 

III.  The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march  for  to  morrow:  The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.Eogan  commanding,  and  the 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Ma,j.  Gen.  F.  P.   Blair  commanding,  will 
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cross  the  Salkebatcliie,  the  former  at  Bnford's  Bridge  and  tlie  latter  at 
Eivers'  Bridge,  and  go  into  camp  on  each  side  of  the  road  on  the  first 
iavorable  ground,  with  the  exception  of  one  division  of  each  corps, 
which  will  move  out  and  encamp  at  a  distance  of  tliree  or  four  miles 
from  the  river.  The  movement  will  be  made  as  early  as  possible,  so  as 
1o  enable  the  men  to  wash  and  that  those  regiments  that  desire  it  may 
have  divine  service. 
Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Circular,  )  Hdqks.  Second  Div.,  Fifteenth  Aemy  Coups, 

No.  12.      ]  Anfflcy^s  Post  Office,  (S'.  C,  February  4,1865. 

This  campaign  will  bring  the  troops  of  the  army  iu  constant  prox- 
imity to  the  light  troops  of  the  enemy,  and  the  utmost  caution  is 
enjoined  upon  the  entire  command  at  all  times.  Whenever  any  party 
of  any  size  is  on  or  off  picket  the  utmost  precaution  of  a  regular  advance 
should  be  observed,  and  arms  ready  for  use  always  carried,  and  to  this 
end  the  riding  in  vehicles,  excepting  the  sick,  is  prohibited.  A  strict 
observance  of  the  above  by  every  officer  and  soldier  of  the  command 
will  save  the  division  many  valuable  men. 

To  be  read  to  every  regiment  and  detachment. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen: 

G.  LOFLAND, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fottrth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Ga.,  February  4,  1865. 
Cai)t.  H.  B.  Benjamin, 

Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster: 
You  will  immediately  hitch  up  your  trains  preparatory  to  moving 
across  the  river,  and  will  move  without  further  orders  as  soon  as  Gen- 
eral Geary's  command,  now  passing,  has  crossed,  following  directly  in 
his  rear.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  either  go  yourself  or  send 
one  of  your  officers  to  ascertain  when  his  command  is  out  of  your  way. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Ga.,  February  4,  1865. 

Col.  E.  N.  Adams, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade : 
You  will  instruct  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Twelfth    Illinois 
Infantry  Volunteers  to  hold  his  regiment  in  readiness  to  move  to  the 
front  at  3  o'clock  this  p.  ni.,  armed  and  equipped,  and  supplied  with 
fifty  axes  and  twenty- five  spades. 
It  is  the  intention  to  throw  him  in  advance  of  the  trains. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse:  „^„^„ 

•*  LOUIS  H.  EVEETS, 

y\ssistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Depaktment  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Elvers^  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  4,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blaik, 

Gommanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  General  Howard  to  request  you  to  send 
back  or  leave  one  small  brigade  to  guard  the  supplies  left  on  this  side 
of  the  river.  If  you  desire  to  move  General  Force's  division  to  the 
front  a  brigade  of  General  Mower's  division  may  be  sent  back  after 
that  movement  is  completed.  Department  lieadquarters  will  remain 
here  till  Monday  morning. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  WHITTLESEY, 
Major  and  Judge- Advocate. 


Special  Oedbes,  )         Hdqks.  Seventeenth  Aemy  Cokps, 

No.  32.  (  Bivcrs'  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  4,  1865. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  » 

III.  In  order  to  comply  with  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  31,  Extract  III, 
headquarters  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee  (copy  inclosed*). 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  his  com- 
mand across  Rivers'  Bridge  to  a  point  about  four  miles  from  the  river. 
He  will  cause  the  road  he  moves  on  to  be  placed  in  good  condition. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  and  Bvt.  Maj. 
Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  remain  in  their 
present  positions  to-morrow,  and  as  soon  as  General  Force  has  moved 
his  command  across  the  river  will  move  over  such  ])ortions  of  their 
trains  as  may  be  on  this  side. 

VI.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  send 
one  brigade  from  his  command  to  this  side  of  the  river  to-morrow  morn- 
ing as  soon  as  General  Force's  command  has  crossed.  They  will  be 
placed  in  position  to  protect  the  stores  remaining  on  this  side,  and  the 
commanding  offtcer  will  report  at  these  headquarters  for  instructions. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  OADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  A  djutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Rivers''  Bridge,  *S'.  C,  February  4, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force. 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform 
you  that  he  has  sent  a  staff  oflflcer  to  move  your  brigade  (Colonel  Wiles) 
now  near  Broxton's  Bridge,  back  to  the  position  occupied  by  the  Fourth 
Division  yesterday,  with  instructions  to  intrench.  The  point  they 
occupy  is  about  two  miles  from  these  headquarters  on  the  river  road. 
Your  mounted  men  are  instructed  to  watch  the  roads  beyond  Colonei 
Wiles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

*  Seo,  p.  294. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  27.  i     Near  Rivers'  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  4,  1865. 

IV.  This  command  will  move  at  8  a.  m.  to  morrow  in  the  following 
order:  First,  Second  Brigade;  second,  Battery  Fifteenth  Ohio;  third. 
First  Brigade,  excepting  one  regiment,  which'  will  report  to  Capt.  J. 
B.  Pearce,  commissary  of  subsistence,  Third  Division,  for  the  purpose 
of  guarding  stores.  Ambulances  and  trains  as  heretofore. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  P.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Sisterh  Ferry,  Fehruary  4, 1865.. 
Col.  M.  C.  Hunter, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  14th  Army  Corps  .- 
Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  General  Baird,  commanding  division,  to 
inform  you  that  the  division  will  probably  cross  the  river  to-morrow 
morning  at  9  or  10  o'clock. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  ACHP^SON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  5.  )       Sister^s  Ferry,  Ga.,  Fehruary  4,  1865. 

The  corps  will  cross  the  Savannah  River  in  tlie  following  order; 

General  Carlin  will  cross  his  division  (tlio  wagon  trains  in  advance) 
to-morrow  as  soon  after  dawn  as  he  can  get  i)ossession  of  the  bridge. 
He  will  encamp  in  a  favorable  position  near  the  upper  landing  on  the 
South  Carolina  shore. 

General  Baird  will  cross  his  division  (trains  in  advance)  immediately 
in  rear  of  General  Carlin,  encamping  near  the  upper  landing. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore  with  his  trains,  followed  by  the  reserve 
artillery  and  corps  headquarters,  will  cross  in  rear  of  General  Baird. 

General  Morgan  will  cross  his  command  (trains  in  advance)  in  rear 
of  corps  headquarters  and  encamp  as  he  will  hereafter  be  directed. 

Each  division  commander  will  cause  his  trains  to  be  loaded  with 
commissary  and  quartermaster  stores  with  the  least  delay  possible 
after  his  wagons  or  any  of  them  have  reached  the  upper  landing. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLIJRO, 
Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Chief  oj'  Staff. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fehruary  4,  1863 — 3  a.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth.  Corps : 

General:  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  report*  just  received  from 
Major  General  Howard,  his  operations  giving  fall  possession  of  the 
Saikehatchie.    General  Sherman  desires  you  will  move  slowly  to  the 

*  See  Howard  to  Sherman,  February  3,  p.  286. 
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point  iadicated  in  tlie  instructions  sent  this  p.  m.,  these  operations 
giving  you  probably  a  clear  road.  It  is  reported  that  Wheeler  has 
passed  around  onr  front  across  the  Salkehatchie.  Please  communi- 
cate with  General  Slocuni  the  progress  made,  and  our  present  situation, 
and  the  fact  of  our  being  in  possession  of  the  Salkehatchie,  given  by 
Mower's  assault  to-day;  also  such  other  items  as  will  be  of  information 
for  him.  We  will  move  as  indicated. 
I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  A  djutan  t-  General. 

P.  S. — Send  substance  of  this  to  Slocum.  I  think  you  had  better 
send  the  bulk  of  your  train  under  small  escort  by  the  direct  road  to 
Buford's  Bridge,  to  which  point  you  may  conduct  your  command  around 
by  Allendale  Post-Office  and  Arnold  Church,  making  as  much  display 
as  possible.  Take  enough  wagons  and  artillery  with  you  to  forage  good, 
and  try  and  be  at  Buford's  Bridge  to  morrow  night,  so  as  you  can  pass 
the  Salkehatchie  then  without  fail.  There,  probably,  we  shall  move 
without  waiting  for  Slocum,  though  I  want  Kilpatrick  up  as  quick  as 
possible,  but  he  should  swing  around  to  Barnwell,  but  not  farther  west 
without  orders. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquakteks  Twentieth  Corps, 
Duclc  Branch  I'ost-Offlce,  Fehruary  4,  18(>5 — 6'  u.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General  :  I  send  herewith  copies  of  two  dispatches  just  received 
from  General  Sherman.*  They  give  the  orders  for  the  movements  of 
my  command.  We  arrived  at  this  place  at  2  p.  m.  yesterday,  and 
immediately  communicated  with  General  Sherman,  who  had  reached 
this  road  on  the  north  side  of  the  Coosawhatchio.  I  send  with  these 
dispatches  Lieutenant  Mickle,  acting  assistant  adjutimt-general  of  the 
Artillery  Brigade,  who  will  give  you  any  inforniation  regarding  the 
roads,  &c.,  to  this  place.  We  found  them  better  than  expected,  and 
have,  repaired  all  the  bad  places.  We  have  no  ammunition  for  artillery, 
except  that  in  the  chests,  our  train  being  all  with  Geary's  division.  I 
particularly  desire  that  you  will  have  a  sufficient  number  of  wagons  of 
the  artillery  ammunition  train  crossed  to  sui>i)ly  the  three  batteries  now 
with  me,  and  send  it  under  a  strong  escort  of  tlie  Twentieth  Corps 
troops  to  join  me,  via  Buford's  Bridge.  1  would  like  to  have  my  head 
quarters  train  sent  forward  also.  Geary's  division,  I  sujipose,  will 
rejoin  the  command  as  soon  as  he  can  be  crossed  over  the  Savannah. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commandinq. 


Orders.]  Headqitarters  Twentieth  Corps 

Allendale,  /S'.  6'.,  Fcbrnary  4, 1865. 

This   command  will  march  to-moriow  via  Arnold  Cliurch    toward 
Buford's  Bridge,  as  follows:  First  Division  at  7  a.  m.    Tiiird  Division 

-  See  Howard  to  Sl.erm,iii,  February  3,  p.  280,  and  Dayton  to  Wiilia"ni8^"^^a;,Tey 
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at  7.30  a.  m.  The  artillery  in  tbe  same  place  in  the  column  as  in  the 
march  of  to-day  The  two  brigades  of  the  First  Division  will  inarch 
unencumbered  as  the  advance.  General  Ward  will  make  such  dispo- 
sition of  his  troops  as  to  protect  and  assist  the  whole  train. 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  orders  already  published  to  tlie 
({ommand,  in  the  march  of  to-day  stragglers  and  foraging  parties  were 
found  scattered  over  the  whole  country  far  in  advance  of  the  head  of 
the  column. 

Commanders  of  divisions  are  requested  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
will  in  future  ]>revent  this  disobedience  of  orders. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Selfridge's  Headquarters, 
Sister's  Ferry,  February  4,  1865. 
[General  Geaet?:] 

General  :  I  wish  to  have  KHpatrick's  train  move  with  you,  and 
when  you  reach  the  corps  tell  General  Williams  to  divide  it  among  Ids 
three  divisions.  I  am  very  anxious  to  get  your  division,  Selfridge's 
brigade,  and  Kilpatrick's  train  outto  Robertsville  to-night,  so  as  to  give 
room  for  the  trains  of  the  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Corps  to  move  to 
this  point  and  load.  Please  take  charge  of  matters  at  this  i>oint,  find 
see  that  the  trains  here  do  not  bloclc  up  the  road  and  that  no  time  is 
lost  in  loading.  Selfridge  reports  one  bad  piece  of  road  between  this 
point  and  Robertsville, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Milton  Head,  S.  C,  February  4, 1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  I'oint,  Va. : 
General  :  Major  Gray,  of  my  staff,  returned  last  night  from  General 
Sherman's  headquarters  with  the  latest  information.  He  left  Gen- 
eral Sherman  at  a  place  called  ''  The  Store,"  at  tlio  crossroads  near 
Duck  Bridge,  over  Coosawhatchie  River,  thirty-one  miles  and  a  half 
from  Porotaligo  Station,  on  the  evening  of  February  2.  He  had  with 
him  at  that  point  three  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  which  corp« 
had  moved  out  from  Pocotaligo  on  the  1st,  marcliing  to  Hickory  Hill, 
eighteen  miles,  on  that  day,  and  twelve  miles  to  "  The  Store"  on  the 
second  day.  General  Howard,  with  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  was,  on 
tlie  evening  of  the  2d,  near  Whippy  Swamp,  near  the  Salkehatchie 
River.  He  had  also  marched  from  near  Pocotaligo  on  the  1st  instant, 
taking  the  right  hand  road  lying  near  the  Salkehatchie  River.  General  ■ 
Slocum,  with  the  main  body  of  the  Left  Wing,  which  had  inarched  up 
tlie  south  bank  of  the  Savannah  River,  has  been  at  Sister's  Ferry  sev- 
eral days  constructing  a  pontoon  bridge  across  the  river.  Two  divis- 
ions of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  which  had  crossed  the  river  opposite 
Savannah,  marched  np  the  north  bank  and  were  at  Robertsville.  Tlie 
crossing  of  the  river  at  Sister's  Ferry  has  been  found  to  be  more  diffi- 
cult than  was  expected,  on  account  of  the  long  distance  to  be  cordu- 
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royed  on  each  side,  and  I  learned  at  Savannah  this  morning  that 
General  Slocum  will  hardly  be  able  to  get  his  troops  well  over  the  river 
ready  for  a  start  before  to-morrow  (the  5th).  This  will  delay  General 
Sbermau  a  little.  Major  Gray  reports  the  roads  fair  and  all  the  wag- 
ons of  the  Eight  Wing  up.  There  were  no  stragglers,' and  the  troops 
found  in  tlie  country  forage  enough  for  the  animals,  and  cattle  and 
hogs  for  the  army.  Tlie  inhabitants  generally,  with  their  slaves  and 
movables,  had  moved  higher  up  the  country.  The  troops  burned  all 
buildings  and  fences  on  the  route.  Tliere  was  nothing  but  cavalry 
encountered  thus  far.  General  Sherman  intended  breaking  the  rail- 
road near  Midway,  to  the  west  of  Branchville,  and  thought  after  that 
he  might  find  opposition  in  crossing  the  lidisto  Eiver.  It  is  i>ossible 
that  the  troops  in  his  front  may  receive  re  enforcements  from  Hood. 
General  Sherman  wished  me  to  press  upon  General  Schofleld  the  neces- 
sity of  his  advance,  which  I  have  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  to  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W,  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.) 


Headquaeteks  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  February  -J,  1805. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Eupus  Saxton, 

Inspector  of  Settlements  and  Plantations,  Dept.  of  the  South  : 
General:  I  left  Savannah  at  11.30  this  a.  m.,  at  which  time  I  had 
not  received  the  official  statement  of  the  requests  made  by  you  in  our 
conversation  of  yesterday  morning,  which  I  then  asked  you  to  present 
to  me  in  writing.  I  have  now  to  again  request  that  you  will  indicate 
to  me  in  writing  what  action  you  desire  me  to  take  in  order  to  enable 
you  to  discliarge  your  duties  under  General  Sherman's  Special  Field 
Orders,  No.  15,  current  series,  and  an. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General,  Vommanfling. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  South, 

No.  30.  J  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Fehruarn  4,  18(>5. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  to 
these  headquarters,  in  compliance  with  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  23 
from  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  dated  January 
29, 1805,  Is  hereby  ordered  to  take  charge  of  all  officers  and  men  arriv- 
ing at  this  port  for  General  Sherman's  army,  and  place  them  in  camp 
between  Beaufort  and  Pocotaligo,  S.  C.  The  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment will  furnish  the  necessary  traiisportation. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

THOENDIKE  D.  HODGES, 
Gapt,  35th  U.  8.  Colored  Troops,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adji.  Gen. 
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Hdqbs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  8.  C,  February  4, 1805. 
Capt.  W.  L.  ;M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Department  of  the  South: 
Captain:  I  have  tlie  houor  to  repeat  my  former  statement  with 
regard  to  the  reduced  number  of  the  garrison  of  this  district.  I  have 
at  present  to  protect  an  exposed  outpost  line  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
niiles  in  length  with  a  force  of  less  than  2,500  men  for  duty,  and  that 
in  front  of  an  enemy  at  least  three  times  as  strong  as  myself.  My  men 
are  entirely  worn  out,  and  I  can  now  hardly  hold  them  responsible  for 
the  exact  performance  of  their  duty.  Frequently  they  are  on  duty  two 
nights  out  of  three.  It  is  evidently  to  the  interest  of  the  enemy  to 
destroy  my  communication  on  Cole's  Island.  This  he  is  enabled  to  do, 
if  enterprising,  from  the  fact  that  they  consist  of  a  number  of  bridges 
and  extended  plank  walks,  which  I  cannot  properly  guard  with  my 
l)resent  force.  Four  men  have  deserted  yesterday  from  the  mortar 
schooner  stationed  at  the  White  House,  and  they  will  doubtless  furnish 
the  enemy  with  all  the  information  which  he  may  require  for  such  an 
enterprise.  I  therefore  respectfully  beg  that  the  200  men  of  the  Fifty- 
fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  the  300  men  of  the  Thirty-third  U.  S. 
Colored  Troops,  now  absent  with  the  Coast  Division,  may  be  ordered 
back  to  this  district. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  resiiectfuUy,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  IS.  C,  February  4,  1865. 
Capt.  William  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  DejMrtment  of  the  South: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  suggest  that  it  may  be 
desirable  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  weeks  to  send  spies  into  Charles- 
ton. If  this  should  be  desired,  it  would  be  necessary  to  hold  out  induce- 
ments in  the  way  of  a  reward,  and  also  to  fit  out  any  such  persons  with 
gold  and  silver  currency.  As  I  have  no  funds  at  my  disposal  that 
could  be  thus  appropriated,  I  ask  for  the  instructions  of  the  majjor- 
general  commanding  on  the  subject.  If  the  general  approves  the 
measure,  I  beg  to  be  informed  what  inducements  may  be  offered,  and 
also  to  be  supplied  with  a  certain  amount  of  specie  for  this  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  SCHIMMBLFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Coast  Division, 
Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  February  4,  1865. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Captain:  Iu  the  absence  of  the  brigadier  general  commanding  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Thirty  fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  are 
at  present  absent  an  an  expedition  to  the  Coiababee  Biver.    The 
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steamer  Louise  lias  arrived  for  tlie  purpose  of  trausferriug  it  to  Florida, 
and  as  the  regiment  will  be  uear  Port  Koyal  Ferry,  the  brigadier 
general  commanding  thought  best  to  use  the  steamer  Louise  to  transfer 
the  wounded  who  have  arrived  from  General  Sherman's  front  to  the 
hospital  at  Beaufort,  there  being  no  suitable  acconiniodations  here. 
The  Thirty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  be  ordered  to  march  to 
Beaufort. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONAKD  B.  PEREY, 

First  Lieut,  Fifty  ffth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


HEADQUAUTEKS   DKrARTMENT   OV   THE   SOXJTH, 

jkilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  4,  ld65. 
Commanding  Officer, 

District  of  Beaufort,  S.  C.  : 
SiE :  The  major-general  connnanding  directs  that  you  furnish  fron^ 
the  force  under  your  command  to  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  command- 
ing Coast  Division,  such  companies  as  he  may  need  for  military  opera- 
tions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  D.  HODGES, 
Capt.,  35th  U.  IS.  Colored  Troops,  and  Aciy.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  4,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  Beaufort,  N.  C: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  General  Sherman, 
with  the  Right  Wing  of  his  army,  moved  from  Pocotaligo  on  the 
morning  of  the  1st  instant,  the  Seventeenth  Corps  taking  the  road  to 
the  right,  nearest  the  Salkehatchie,  and  the  Fifteenth  Corps  the  road  to 
the  left.  This  wing  made  thirty-two  miles  in  two  days,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  2d  instant  General  Sherman's  headquarters  were  at  The 
Store,  at  the  crossroads  near  Duck  Bridge,  over  the  Ooosawhatchie. 
General  Slocum,  who  had  marched  from  Savannah  with  the  Left  Wing, 
had  not,  up  to  yesterday  (the  3d),  succeeded  in  completing  his  bridge 
across  the  Savannah  River  at  Sister's  Ferry,  for  the  purpose  of  advanc- 
ing by  the  way  of  Robertsville  and  Duck  Bridge.  This  may  delay 
General  Sherman  somewhat.  He  will,  however,  in  a  day  or  two  strike 
the  railroad  west  of  Branchville,  and  after  destroying  it  will  cross  the 
Edisto.  There  he  Avill  probably  meet  with  opposition,  and  it  is  possi- 
ble that  he  may  find  a  portion  of  Hood's  army  in  his  front.  General 
Sherman  desires  me  to  press  upon  you  again  the  necessity  of  carrying 
out  your  part  of  the  programme  as  soon  as  you  can  do  so  eflectively.  He 
wants  you  to  take  Goldsborough  and  hold  it  if  possible.  If  you  can- 
not do  this,  to  hold  Kinston  and  as  much  of  the  railroad  beyond  as 
possible.  Circumstances  favoring  you,  he  hopes  you  may  be  also  able 
to  take  Raleigh  and  Wilmington.  He  does  not  want  you  to  wait  for 
his  movements  in  your  advance,  but  to  commence  your  movements  as 
soon  as  you  can  get  ready.  General  Sherman  attaches  great  impor- 
tance to  the  eflect  that  your  advance  will  produce. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Spkcial  Okueks,  )       Headquakters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  19.  S  Steamnhip  Atlantic,  February  4,  1803. 

•■?***#*« 

II.  :Maj.  T.  J.  MillioIlaii(l,  Oue  liuudred  and  seventh  Illinois  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  acting  assistant  inspec- 
tor-general, Second  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  and  will 
report  to  his  regimental  commander  for  duty.  This  order  to  date  Jan- 
uary 13, 18()0. 

III.  Oapt.  L.  A.  Burke,  Ninety-first  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  is 
hereby  appointed  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  Second  Division, 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  to  date  from  January  13,  18()0. 

lY.  Ca])t.  John  Corbiu,  Ninety-first  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  is 
hereby  appointed  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  Third  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  to  date  from  January  13, 
18C5. 

*  V  =!i  #  #  #  » 

VII.  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Schofield,  chief  of  artillery,  Army  of  the 
Ohio,  will  establish  his  office  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C,  for  the 
purpose  of  reorganizing  and  refitting  the  field  artillery  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps  and  will  remain  there  until  further  orders.  This 
order  to  date  from  January  24, 1805. 

YIII.  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Schofield,  chief  of  artillery,  Army  of  the 
Ohio,  will  proceed  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  the  city  of  New  York  on 
business  connected  with  the  artillery  of  the  Twenty  third  Army  Corps, 
on  the  completion  of  which  he  will  return  to  Washington  City.  This 
order  to  date  from  February  2,  1 8Go. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  9.  )  Steamship  Atlantic,  February  4,  1865. 

The  following  regulations  will  be  strictly  observed  by  the  offtcers 
and  men  of  this  command  during  the  present  voyage: 

1.  No  open  lights  will  be  allowed  in  any  part  of  the  ship  occupied  by 
troops.  The  ship's  lanterns  will  be  arranged  by  the  ofBcers  of  the 
vessel  in  such  May  as  to  light  the  decks  during  the  night,  and  must 
not  be  opened  or  interfered  with  by  the  men. 

2.  No  smoking  will  bo  allowed  in  any  part  of  the  vessel  used  f()r 
sleeping,  except  the  open  decks.  The  men  may  smoke  in  the  open  an- 
upon  the  upper  decks,  and  the  brigade  commander  will  provide  for- 
giving proper  airing  and  opportunity  to  smoke  to  the  men  quartered 
below.  Officers  will  smoke  either  upon  deck  or  in  the  smoking-room, 
near  the  water-closets. 

3.  The  division  and  brigade  commissaries  will  make  arrangements 
witii  the  steward  of  the  ship  for  cooking  the  men's  coflee  and  domg 
other  necessary  cooking  for  the  command,  and  for  serving  the  same  out 
at  regular  hours.  .,,.,.  x 

4.  The  canteens  of  the  men  may  be  filled  with  drinking  water  once 
each  day,  the  men  being  marcLed  by  companies  under  their  proper 
officers  to  the  pump  in  the  fore  part  of  the  ship  for  that  purpose. 

5  The  brigade  commander,  in  consultation  with  the  commander  ot 
the  ship,  will  arrange  for  the  perfect  and  regular  pohcing  ot  the  quar- 
ters, sinks,  i\;c. 
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6.  The-starboard  side  of  tlie  upper  and  main  decks,  abaft  the  engine, 
will  be  kept  clear  of  men  and  reserved  for  the  use  of  officers,  both  of 
the  comniaiid  and  of  the  ship,  during  the  day,  and  siich  portion  of  this 
space  as  may  necessarily  be  occupied  by  the  men  for  sleeping  at  night 
will  have  a  passage  kept  entirely  clear  for  the  use  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  vessel  in  working  her  at  night.  No  men  will  at  any  time 
be  allowed  to  go  upon  the  roofs  of  the  houses  on  the  upper  deck. 

7.  Proper  roll-calls  will  be  established,  and  the  line  offlcers  will  be 
strictly  required  to  attend  them  and  to  make  close  personal  inspections 
daily  of  the  condition  of  their  men,  and  to  be  personally  in  command  of 
them  when  marched  out  for  water  or  coffee,  or  when  on  duty. 

8.  An  officer  of  the  day  will  be  daily  appointed  by  the  brigade  com- 
manders, and  shall  have  full  charge  of  the  execution  of  this  order  and 
supervision  of  all  the  police  arrangements  of  the  command.  Proper 
line  ofiQcers  will  be  detailed  on  guard  duty,  and  sentries  will  be  regu- 
larly posted  at  the  bulkhead  of  the  ship  store-room  on  the  forward 
lower  deck,  at  the  sinks,  over  the  lights  at  night,  and  on  the  middle 
line  of  the  decks  reserved  under  paragraph  6. 

9.  The  oflBcer  of  the  day,  after  reporting  at  brigade  headquarters 
each  day,  will  report  to  the  captain  of  the  ship,  in  order  that  the  shii)'s 
officers  may  know  to  whom  to  apply  for  any  enforcement  of  these  regu- 
lations. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  4,  1865—11.30  a.  m. 
Colonel  Casement, 

Annapolis,  Md.  : 

Your  brigade  will  go  to  Port  Fisher  or  Cape  Fear  Kiver,  land,  and 
send  back  the  transports. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Annapolis,  Mn.,  February  i,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofielu  : 

Ihe  brigade  is  embarked.     I  have  no  further  instructions.     What 
shall  I  do? 

J.  S.  CASEMENT, 
Colonel,  Commandiiuj. 


Alexandria,  February  4,  1865. 
Col.  J.  S.  Casement,  •'   ' 

Commanding  Brigade,  Annapolis : 
Written  orders  were  given  Captain  Rhodes.    If  you  have  not  them 
report  with  your  commaud  at  piouth  of  Potomac  for  further  orders 
steamer  Atlautic,  ' 

J.  M,  SOHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 
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WASHINGTON;  1).  0.,  February  4,  18CS — 12  m. 
Maj.  Iv.  X.  Scott, 

Annapolis,  Md.: 

If  tbe  coiuniaiulers  of  troops  aud  transports  have  not  received  Gen- 
eral S'jhofield's  orders  give  them  in  my  name.  Each  transjjort  must 
start  as  soon  as  it  is  loaded.  Those  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  will  go 
to  Fort  Fisher  or  Cape  Fear  Eiver.  Meagher's  Provisional  Division 
■will  go  to  13eanfort,  N.  C,  reporting  to  General  Palmer,  at  New  Eevne. 
The  troops  must  not  be  mixed.  As  soon  as  transports  are  dischaiged 
they  will  retnrn  to  Point  Lookout  and  report  by  telegram  to  General 
Rucker.  Orders  to  this  effect  were  issued  several  days  ago  by  General 
Scholield,  but  there  may  have  been  some  neglect  in  distributing  them. 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Annapolis,  Md,,  February  4, 1865. 

(Received  3,30  p,  m,) 
Maj.  Gen.  II.  W,  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Meagher  expects  to  come  here  to-morrow,  and  to  leave  here 
with  his  command  on  Monday,  Gth  instant.    Colonel  Casement   has 
received  your  order  of  to-day.    No  one  here  knows  just  how  many  men 
Meagher  expects  to  take  with  him. 

ROBT.  N.  SCOTT, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  4, 1865 — 6  p.  m. 

Maj.  R.  N.  Scott, 

Annapolis,  Md.: 
Order  Meagher's  troops  aboard  transports  as  fast  as  they  are  ready 
and  the  troops  arrive.    And  as  fast  as  transports  are  loaded  order  them 
to  sea  as  directed.    They  will  not  wait  for  hin),  nor  orders  from  him. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Annapolis,  Md.,  February  4,  1865—9.30  p.m. 

(Received  10.30  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Under  authority  of  your  telegram  of  to-day,  I  have  sent  off  one  load 
of  .Meagher's  troops,  and  have  informed  him  that  1  should  send  the 
other  vessels  as  soon  as  they  were  loaded.  I  understand  that  he  pro- 
posed to  have  them  wait  till  all  were  loaded,  and  that  he  proposes  to 
come  down  by  steamer  from  Baltimore  tomorrow  afternoon.  Under 
that  arrangement  three  steamers  have  been  lying  here  partially  loaded, 
when  one  or  two  of  them  might  Lave  been  tilled  and  started.  Meagher 
has  failed  to  notify  the  quartermaster  of  the  number  of  men  he  sends 
from  Baltimore,  or  when  they  leave  there.    I  had  suggested  to  him  the 


306  OPEEATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.        [Chap.  LIX. 

propriety  of  furnishing  this  information.  He  has  selected  ii  steamer 
for  his  headquarters,  and  directed  her  to  be  kept  empty  till  certain 
troops  arrive.    I  will  disregard  this  arrangement. 

KOBT.  N.  SCOTT, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  J,  ISO'S— 3.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  4.10  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  IIalleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Please  inform  me  what  portion  of  General  Schofleld's  command,  if 

any,  has  sailed. 

U.  a.  GliANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  5,  1805—0.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Gkant, 

City  Point: 
One  division  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  sailed  yesterday,  numbering 
5,000  or  0,000.  Also  over  2,000  of  Meagher's  division  are  off.  The 
remainder  of  his 'force  will  embark  as  soon  as  they  can  be  collected. 
They  are  in  utter  confusion,  and  he  seems  to  be  ignorant  of  what  troops 
he  has,  or  where  they  are.  It  is  strange  that  General  Thomas  should 
have  intrusted  men  to  such  an  officer. 

U.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


FoKT  Fisher,  February  5,  1865. 
(Via  Fort  Monroe,  9.30  a.  m.,  7th.) 
Lieutenant-General  Geant  : 

A  dispatch  from  one  of  General  Foster's  staff  to  Schofleld,  dated 
February  li,  states  that  Sherman  with  his  troops  started  February  1  to 
move  rapidly  into  the  interior  of  South  Carolina.  Other  information 
is  that  he  had  previously  been  at  Pocotali  go.  None  of  Schofleld's  troops 
have  yet  arrived,  and  all  quiet  except  that  the  navy  occasionally  shell 
Fort  Anderson.  Loud  cheering  last  night  along  the  rebel  line  was 
thought  by  General  Paine  to  indicate  re-enforcements.  All  quiet,  and 
warm  weather. 

C.  IJ.  COMSTOCK. 


Hdqrs.  Depaktment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers''  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  5,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  21ilitary  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
General  :  I  have  delayed  issuing  an  order,  hoping  to  hear  from  you, 
but  thinking  you  might  have  depended  on  what  you  said  to  me  yester- 
day, I  have  now  Issued  it.    In  case  you  wish  to  suspend  or  modify, 
please  do  so  to  General  Logan  and  send  me  word  by  my  staff  ofiftcer. 
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Lientenaut  McQuecu  found  the  bridges  burned  across  the  Little  Salke- 
liatcliie  and  swamps,  and  the  enemy  on  tlie  otiier  side.  It  was  tbis 
information  that  determined  me  only  to  attempt  the  Little  Salkehatchie 
to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  nOWAED, 

Major-  General, 

i'.  S. — General  Elair  moved  over  to-day  as  directed. 
Respectfully, 

O.  O.  H., 
Major-  General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Buford's  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  5,  1865. 
General  Howakd, 

Commanding  Right  Wing: 
General:  General  Kilpatrick  is  now  up  to  Allendale  Post-Office, 
and  will  move  to-morrow  on  Barnwell,  and  theuce  to  join  us  about  Bam- 
berg. I  wish  your  wing  to  move  now  with  all  expedition  consistent 
with  due  caution  and  make  a  strong  lodgment  on  the  South  Carolina 
road  anywhere  from  Graham's  to  the  Edisto.  I  will  instruct  General 
Williams  to  cross  here  and  move  four  miles  toward  Barnwell,  and 
thence  follow  cross-roads  in  the  direction  of  Graham's  Station.  I  sup- 
pose you  will  move  the  Seventeenth  Corps  direct  ou  Midway  and  the 
Fifteenth  on  Bamberg.  I  will  attend  the  Fifteenth  Corps. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Special         )     Headquarters  Department  and 
Field    Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

iN'o.  32.  )  Rivers'  Bridge,  8.  C,  February  5, 1865. 

I.  There  being  an  insufficient  number  of  maps  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  for  distribution  to  the  army,  all  captured  maps  of  the  State, 
or  any  part  of  it,  or  those  tliat  may  be  hereafter  captured,  will  be 
turned  over  to  division  commanders,  and  by  them  forwarded  to  the 
chief  engineer  of  tlie  department  at'these  headquarters,  unless  abso- 
lutely required  for  their  own  use,  that  they  may  be  projjcrly  distributed. 

II.  The  object  of  to-morrow's  movement,  which  will  coinmeuce  at  7 
a.  m.,  will  be  to  secure  the  line  of  the  Little  Salkehatchie  Kiver.  The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will 
move  on  the  Buford's  Bridge  and  Lowry's  Station  or  Bamberg  road, 
the  head  of  column  reaching  to  the  cross-roads  at  Duncan  ville,  securing, 
if  possible,  the  crossings  of  both  branches  of  the  Little  Salkehatchie. 
The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Major-General  Blair  commanding,  will 
move  ou  the  road  on  which  the  command  is  now  encamped,  cross  the 
Little  Salkehatchie,  and  take  up  a  strong  position  beyond.  It  will  be 
well  to  move  to  the  river  by  two  routes,  one  division,  followed  by  depart- 
ment headquarters  and  bridge  train,  by  the  direct  route,  and  the  other 
two  divisions  )>y  a  cross-road  to  the  right,  to  tlie  Uroston's  Bridge 
and  Midway  road.    The  two  routes  come  together  at  the  Little  Salke- 
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batchie  bridge.  The  bridge  or  bridges  above  referred  to  Lave  been 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  lie  has  some  force  on  the  other  side  of  tlie 
river.  The  headquarters  of  the  department  will  be  near  the  head  of 
column  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  probably  at  Millersville  PostOfiicc. 
The  First  liegiment  Engineers  Missouri  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  W. 
Tweeddale  commanding,  will  move  as  rear  guard  behind  the  bridge 
train. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  31.  VAJT  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Militaey  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  BufonVs  Bridge,  February  .-T,  i6'6'5. 
Major-General  Logan, 

Commandinfj  Fifteenth  Corps : 
General  :  I  have  instructed  General  Howard  to  move  the  liight 
Wing  and  make  a  lodgment  on  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Bamberg.  You  may  therefore,  in  anticipation  of  the 
movement,  make  orders  for  the  Fifteenth  Corps  to  take  the  direct 
load  by  Duncan  ville.  Kilpatrick  will  move  by  Barnwell,  and  I  have 
ordered  General  Williams  to  cross  the  Big  Salkehatchie  by  this  bridge, 
then  take  the  Barnwell  road  out  as  far  as  Ayers',  where  a  road  branches 
to  Blackville.  He  will  follow  that  to  about  Nimmons',  trusting  to  find 
some  road  leading  up  to  Graham's  or  Duncanville.  I  would  like,  if 
possible,  that  Hazen  should  be  on  the  north  side  of  the  Barnwell  [road] 
by  8  o'clock,  so  that  Williams  can  pass  him,  and  that  the  two  armies 
should  not  get  mixed  at  the  place  where  Hazen's  camp  now  is. 
I  am,  yours,  &c.. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquakteks  Fifteenth  Aemy  Corps, 
Dickinson's  Plantation,  8.  C,  February  5,  1865. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
General:  My  corps  is  encamped  at  the  points  indicated  by  your 
order  of  yesterday :  First  Division  at  Chitty's,  Third  at  Moye's,  and 
Second  at  Dr.  Hayes'.  I  sent  out  to  day  to  Little  Salkehatchie  fifty 
mounted  men.  Found  the  bridge  burned  and  the  swamp,  some  300 
yards,  badly  obstructed,  with  the  enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  side, 
said  to  be  one  brigade.  There  is  an  abundance  of  meat,  forage,  &c., 
in  the  country. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 

Special        ^        Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 
Field  Orders,  V  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

^0-  ^-  )  In  the  Field,  8.  C,  February  5,  1865. 

T.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  sharp 
in  the  following  order,  viz:  ' 

First.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding,  with 
the  battery  moving  iu  rear  of  its  second  regiment. 
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Second.  First  Brigade  lufautry,  General  Rice  commanding. 
Third.  Trains  in  the  same  order  as  to-day. 

Fourth.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding. 
Brigadier-General  Eice  will  throw  one  regiment  directly  in  rear  of 
the  ordnance  train. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjiitant-  General. 


Headqtjaetees  Seventeenth  Aemy  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C,  Fehruary  5, 1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  casualties 
iu  this  command  on  the  2d  and  3d  instant,  all  of  which  are  in  the 
First  Division:  One  officer  and  17  enlisted  men  killed;  3  oflcers 
and  103  men  wounded.  General  Mower  estimates  the  losses  of  the 
enemy  at  about  200.  There  were  10  of  their  dead  on  the  iield  and  a 
hospital  with  17  wounded  found  in  rear  of  their  position.  The  number 
of  prisoners  taken  is  10,  and  of  deserters  17. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  r.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 

[Tudorsement.] 

HDQEf!.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Bivers'  Bridge,  8.  C,  February  5, 18G5. 
I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  within  report.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  number  of  wounded  differs  from  estimate,  but  1  understand 
that  not  more  than  seventy  were  sent  back;  the  rest,  being  slightly 
wounded,  have  joined  their  regiments.  The  number  engaged,  as  near 
as  we  can  ascertain,  defending  the  works  was  2,700,  composed,  as  near 
as  can  be  learned,  of  the  Fifth  Georgia  Reserves,  Thirty-second  and 
Forty-seventh  Georgia  Regiments,  two  companies  Texas  Cavalry, 
Twenty-second  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  and  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


[Febeitary  5,  1865.— For  complimentary  letter  from  Howard  to 
Blair,  see  Part  I,  p.  385.] 


Special  Oedees,  )         Hdqes.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

So.  33.  )  In  the  Field,  S.  C,  February  5,  1865. 

Hf  *  #  5^  *  *  * 

VIII.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow : 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  connnanding  Third  Division,  will  move 
his  command  at  7  a.  ni.,  taking  the  right-hand  road  at  his  camp  and 
marching  on  the  Broxton's  Bridge  and  Midway  road. 
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2.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smitli,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
move  liis  command  forward  at  7  a.  m.  on  tlie  direct  Rivers'  Bridge 
and  Midway  road.  Tlie  train  of  department  headquarters  and  the 
bridge  train  will  iollow  the  Fourth  Division. 

S.Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  be  pre- 
pared to  move  at  S  a.  m.  and  will  follow  the  Fourth  Division  to  the 
point  where  the  Third  Division  is  now  encamped,  where  he  will  take 
the  right-hand  road  and  follow  that  division.  A  staff  officer  will  be 
left  at  this  point  to  direct  him. 

4.  The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  follow  the  troops  of  the 
Third  Division. 

5.  The  detachment  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,*  now  in  camp,  will 
move  in  advance  of  the  Third  Division,  scouting  well  down  all  roads 
leading  to  the  right. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  F.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Je., 
A  ,i.iintav  t  A  djutant-  General. 


Special  Oedees,  )      Hdqes.  Thied  Div.,  17th  Aemy  Coeps, 

]S^o.    28.  S  In  the  Field,  S.  C,  February  5,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow  in  the  following 
order:  First,  First  Brigade;  second.  Battery  Fifteenth    Ohio;  third, 
Second  Brigade.    Ambulances  and  trains  as  usual. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqes.  Fiest  Div.,  14th  Aemy  Coeps, 
Xo. !).  I  In  the  Field,  S.  C,  Febrvary  3,  1S65. 

I.  The  attention  of  brigade  commanders  is  called  to  the  fiicit  that 
many  of  their  men  indulge  in  the  unmilitary  and  disgraceful  habit  of 
straggling.  AVe  are  now  entering  upon  another  campaign  into  the 
enemy's  country,  where  our  own  safety  and  that  of  the  whole  army 
depeiids  upon  the  men  being  kept  together  and  under  their  proper 
officers.  When  forage  details  are  sent  out  they  must  be  in  charge  of 
competent  coiimiissioncd  officers,  and  in  no  case  will  forage  details 
be  sent  from  any  regiment  or  brigade  of  this  command  without  such 
officer  in  command.  Brigade  commanders  will  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  prevent  straggling,  enforce  obedience  to  this  order,  and  will  be 
held  strictly  responsible  for  every  man  lost  through  neglect  of  its  pro- 
visions. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin : 

J.  B.EDMONDS, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjntant-General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
Jn  the  Field,  Bttfordli  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  5,  18(15. 
General  A.  S.  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps: 
Geneeal:  The  Right  Wing  of  the  army  will  move  early  to-morrow 
against  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  in  Ihe  neighborhood  of  Bamberg. 

*  Jlouiiliicl  iiiiautry . 
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I  wish  you  to  cross  tlie  Salkeliatcbio  and  move  toward  the  same 
point,  but  for  convenience  of  movement  suggest  yon  take  tlie  Barnwell 
road  to  Ayers',  where  a  road  leads  to  Blacliville,  which  intersects  one 
coming  into  the  direct  Bamberg  road  from  here  at  Little  Salkeliatchie. 
As  yon  approach  the  Little  Salkeliatchie  I  think  yon  can  find  some  road 
to  Bamberg  without  coming  into  collision  with  tlie  Fifteenth  Corps  that 
will  occupy  ten  miles  of  that  road. 

I  think  such  a  road  will  be  found  from  Niinmons'  to  Duncanville, 
crossing  Little  Salkehatchie  above  or  at  Bowling's  I^Iill  I  will  be  near 
the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  Kilpatrick  will  be  about 
Barnwell  to-morrow  night  and  will  strike  the  railroad  next  day  between 
Blackville  and  Graham's.  If  you  can  find  any  other  road  than  the  one 
I  suggest,  which  is  nearly  parallel  with  the  road  traveled  by  tlie  Fif- 
teenth Corps,  and  not  more  than  six  or  seven  miles  off',  yon  can  take  it, 
always  sending  me  word,  and  in  case  of  hearing  the  sound  of  serious 
battle  change  your  course  toward  it. 
I  am  yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Oedees.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Sallcehatchic  Kirer,  8.  C,  February  5,  1865. 
This  command  will  move  to-morrow  toward  the  South  Carolina  Eail- 
road  as  follows:  The  Third  Division  at  7  a.  m.;  the  First  Division  at 
8  a.  m.  Each  division  will  protect  and  assist  its  own  trains.  General 
Ward  will  march  one  unencumbered  brigade  in  advance.  Two  batter- 
ies of  artillery  will  march  immediately  in  rear  of  the  advanced  brigade, 
and  one  battery  will  march  with  the  First  Division.  General  Ward 
will  send  his  pioneers  in  advance  of  his  column  to  repair  the  road  across 
the  swamp,  in  our  immediate  front. 

Bv  command  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEB, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

1)1  the  Field,  BufonVs  Bridge,  February  5,  1865. 
General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Allendale: 
General:  Captain  Newton  has  just  arrived,  and  I  am  glad  you  are 
up.  The  enemy  is  all  in  the  mist  as  to  our  movement,  save  they  thmk 
Slocum's  command  has  gone  up  to  Augusta,  and  that  I  am  moving  on 
Branchvillc.  We  carried  the  position  at  Eivers'  yesterday,  and  to-day 
have  passed  both  corps  across— Seventeenth  at  Eivers'  and  Fifteenth 
here  at  Buford's.  I  sent  Williams  round  by  Allendale  to  make  a 
feint  on  Barnwell.  To-morrow  the  Seventeenth  Corps  will  move  rap- 
idly on  Midway  and  the  Fifteenth  on  Bamberg.  Williams  will  follow 
in  reserve  The  enemy  intended  to  defend  the  line  of  Salkehatchie, 
but  are  now  falling  back  to  the  Edisto.  Presuming  you  get  to-day  to 
Allendale  Post-Ottice,  I  want  you  to-morrow  to  move  rapidly  on  Barn- 
well, keeping  up  any  feint  you  may  please  in  tlie  direction  of  Augusta. 
Next  day  strike  the  railroad  where  you  please  from  Blackville  to 
Lowry's     If  yon  can,  get  and  destroy  cars,  locomotives,  and  depots, 
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Lnt  don't  delay  long,  but  effectually  destroy  some  piece  of  the  track, 
eiiougli  to  cut  comiRunicatiou,  and  then  turn  to  us  about  Duncanville 
and  Bamberg.  You  will  find  j^lenty  of  corn  and  bacon.  1  think 
Wheeler's  forces  are  scattered,  and  he  has  no  idea  wliere  you  are  up  to 
tbis  moment,  so  you  can  act  with  a  rush.  Some  cavalry  retreated 
before  General  Williams  to  the  northwest  toward  Augusta  and  other 
parts  across  the  bridges  of  Salkehatcliie.  I  don't  care  about  your 
going  into  Barnwell,  and  only  refer  to  it  as  the  point  where  you  will 
likely  find  cleared  roads  across  tlie  swamp.  The  bridges  amount  to 
nothing;  the  swamp  is  the  worst,  and  you  may  cross  it  wherever  you 
please.  1  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  on  the  night  of  February  7  or 
morning  of  the  8th,  Avhen  I  will  be  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  not  far 
from  Duncanville  or  Bamberg.  On  this  side  the  Salkehatchie  we  find 
the  roads  fine,  with  farms  and  abundance  of  forage.  None  has  been 
destroyed.  The  farmers  west  of  Salkehatchie  were  ordered  to  move 
their  forage  and  stock  to  the  east  of  Salkehatchie,  expecting  to  hold 
that  line.  Mystify  the  enemy  all  you  can,  but  break  that  road  whilst 
I  move  straight  on  it  about  Lowry's. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-General,  Gommanding. 


Hbadqtjartees  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  B.  G.,  February  5,  1865. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Gommandiufi,  etc.; 
General  :  I  have  to  thank  you  very  much  for  your  kind  letter  of 
instructions,  and  also  the  good  advice  it  contained.  I  am  almost 
ashamed  of  myself  for  having  troubled  you  with  such  matters  while 
your  attention  is  occupied  with  things  of  so  much  greater  importance. 
I  shall  try  to  keep  things  straight  as  far  as  possible.  I  have  made  a 
respectful  request  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  the  recruiting  and 
organizing  of  negroes  left  in  the  hands  where  it  previously  rested  by 
orders  and  instructions  of  the  War  Department.  I  have  backed  the 
request  by  copies  of  orders,  &c.  I  have  also  respectfully  asked  that 
General  William  Birney  may  be  detailed  to  relieve  General  Saxton  of 
his  duties  in  this  department.  If  both  or  either  of  these  be  granted  there 
will  be  no  further  trouble,  and  everything  will  go  on  smoothly.  The 
enemy  having  left  General  Hatch's  front,  that  officer  is  preparing  to 
cross  the  Gombahee.  I  have  sent  two  companies  to  build  a  tete-de- 
pont  at  Port  Eoyal  Ferry.  General  Prince  is  ordered  to  form  a  camp 
at  Blair's  landing  on  the  Pocotaligo  River  (he  has  several  hundred 
men  already  arrived  from  the  North).  He  is  to  do  all  he  can  to  for- 
ward supplies,  and  to  aid  in  communi(;ating  with  your  army,  and  to 
suj)port  General  Hatch,  if  needed.  I  am  going  to  start  this  morning 
for  Morris  Island  to  do  all  I  can  in  the  way  of  demonstrations,  and  to 
land  in  Bull's  Bay,  as  you  requested,  at  the  time  specified  to  Major 
Gray.  I  forwarded  intelligence  of  your  movement  to  General  Grant 
and  General  Halleck.  I  also  sent  further  intbrmation  yesterday  of  vour 
arrival  at  "The  Store,"  and  wrote  again  in  full  to  General  Schofleld  tell- 
ing him  of  the  importance  you  attached  to  his  movement,  and  that  he 
was  to  go  ahead  and  take  Goldsborough  as  soon  as  he  was  ready  and 
to  take  and  hold  all  he  could.  I  returned  from  Savannah  yesterday 
It  was  reported  that  the  bridge  at  Sister's  Ferry  would  not  be  ready  for 
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crossing  the  main  body  before  to-day.  I  sent  information  to  General 
Sloeum  through  General  Easton  this  morning  of  the  taking  of  Rivers' 
Bridge  by  Blair's  corps. 

With  great  respect,  and  kindest  regards,  ever  yours,  most  truly, 

J.  G.  FOSTER. 


Beaufort,  S.  C,  February  5,  1«(?5. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Gommandin(]  Department  of  the  South: 
Sir  :  I  have  tLe  lionor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  4tli  instant.  In  reply  I  have  to  say  that  I  understood 
you  to  refuse  all  the  verbal  requests  I  made  of  you  during  our  inter- 
view. As  they  are  all  I  have  to  make  at  present,  I  could  see  no  object 
in  iilacing  them  before  you  in  writing,  and  I  had  decided  not  to  do  so. 
As  you  request  them  in  writing,  I  respectfully  submit  them: 

First.  I  have  the  honor  to  request  the  detail  of  two  officers  to  assist 
me  in  the  colonization  of  the  freedmen.  Second.  That  an  order  may 
be  issued  to  the  district  commanders  in  the  department  instructing 
them  to  honor  my  passes  to  my  assistants  and  the  freedmen  to  go  to 
different  points  in  the  department,  given  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty 
under  this  order,  and  also  on  the  Government  transports  when  it  can 
be  done  without  injury  to  the  service.  Third.  The  organization  and 
enlistment  of  colored  recruits  having  been  placed  in  my  hands,  that 
I  may  be  recognized  as  charged  with  this  duty.  Your  order  of  Jan- 
uary 30,  1865,  to  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  S.  Littlefleld  places  the  matter 
entirely  in  his  hands.  I  respectfully  request  that  he  be  ordered  to 
report  to  me. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

R.  SAXTON, 
Brevet  Ilajor- General  of  Volunteers. 

[Indorsement.] 

February  9,  1865, 

Referred  to  Major-General  Gillmore  for  his  action. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  5, 1865. 
Maj.  0.  W.  Thomas, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Department  of  the  South: 
MA.JOR :  The  major-general  commanding  has  left  with  me  the  follow- 
ing instructions,  and  directs  that  they  be  sent  to  you  for  your  informa- 
tion and  guidance:  First.  The  steamers  Savannah  and  Augusta  are  to 
be  turned  over  to  Ensign  Neil  for  temporary  duty  as  picket  boats  and 
in  landing  troops  as  soon  as  possible.  These  boats  are  to  follow  to 
Folly  Island.  Second.  Send  mail  to  General  Foster  at  Morris  Island, 
or  beyond,  as  soon  as  it  arrives.  Third.  Use  every  exertion  to  fill 
promptly  all  the  requirements  of  General  Sherman's  ariny.  Fourth. 
See  that  the  schooner,  with  the  30-pounder  Parrotts  on  board,  is  towed 
to  Folly  Island  as  soon  as  the  ammunition  is  on  board.  Fifth.  The 
Delaware  to  be  sent  to  report  to  General  Foster  as  soon  as  ready. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■^       ^  '  W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Bead,  A'.  C,  February  .■7,  180ci. 
Brig.  Gen.  Hekey  Prince, 

Eilton  Head,  S.  G. : 
General:  1  am  directed  by  tlie  major-general  coniniaiiding  to  state 
that  yon  are  expected  to  render  all  the  assistance  yon  can  in  tbe  trans- 
portation of  supplies  to  General  Sherman's  army.    You  arc  nlso  d  irected 
to  re-enforce  General  Hatch,or  to  aid  him  in  anyway,  should  lie  require  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
A  s-iistan  t  A  djvtant-  General. 


Headquarters  TJ.  S.  Porces, 

Folly  Inland,  S.  C,  February  5, 186'). 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, Department  of  the  South: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  telegram  from  headquar- 
ters Northern  District,  Department  of  the  Soutli,  dated  February  5, 2.15 
p.  m.,  as  follows: 

Headquarters  Northern  District,  UEPARTiViEXT  of  the.  Soitth, 

Mori-is  Island,  S.  (.'.,  February  5,  1865. 
Capt.  "\V.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  South  : 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothinj;  of  iinportance  has  taken  place 
since  mv  report  of  yesterday.  Fiitigue  parties  oontiiinc  .as  before  mentioned  on  Cas- 
tle Pinckuey  and  other  of  the  enemy's  works.  It  heiiig  very  clear  last  evening  the 
enemy's  pickets  on  .lames  Island  could  be  more  distinctly  scon  than  nsual,  and  showed 
almost  donble  their  former  nnmbers.  Cheering  liiis  been  heard  this  morning  along 
the  rebel  line  on  James  Isl.and.  A  blockade  runner  p.assed  in  safely  last  night.  The 
steamer  Cosmopolitan  arrived  this  a.  m.  with  the  detachment  of  the  Fifty-lburth 
New  York  Veteran  Volunteers  from  General  Hatch's  command. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Briijadivr-deiierai ,  CoMmandin;/  District. 

This  telegraphic  letter  I  was  ordered  to  send  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  A.  KOZLAY, 
Colonel  Fifty-fourth  Neic  Yorlc  Veteran  Volunteers. 

Commanding  Post,  Folly  Island. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  February  5,  ISO'S. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistan  t  Adjutant-  Genera  I : 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  to-day  effected  a  cross- 
ing of  the  Salkehatchie  at  two  points.  The  upper  point  where  therail- 
road  crosses  Avas  without  opposition.  At  Couibahec  Ferry  we  met  with 
some  resistance,  but  succeeded  in  forcing  the  passage  without  loss  on 
our  side.  One  lieutenant  of  artillery  was  captured  at  tlie  latter  point. 
I  shall  cross  in  force  at  one  of  these  points  as  soon  as  the  bridges  are 
built  so  that  artillery  can  be  got  over.  At  present  1  have  foot  bridges 
at  both  points. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Hkabquaeteks  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  <S'.  C,  February  5,  1865. 
I>vt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Commanding  District  of  Sarannah,  Department  of  the  South: 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  fur- 
nish you  ^vith  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  General  Sherman, 
dated  February  2, 1805 : 

As  to  military  discipline,  I  decide  that  Goner.al  Saxton  cannot  go  to  a  military- 
post  and  do  anything  which  in  the  judgment  of  its  commander  is  calculated  to  pro- 
duce disorder  or  confusion.  The  commanding  officer  of  a  post  is  the  proper  i)ersou 
to  see  that  it  does  not  become  embarrassed  -with  idle  or  worthless  vagabonds  of  any 
color,  sex,  or  kind.  Yo>i  may  sustain  General  Grover  in  anything  he  may  do  as  to 
maintaining  good  order  and  government  at  Sav.annah. 

I  am  instructed  by  General  Foster  to  state  that  the  letter  of  General 
Sherman,  from  which  the  above  is  an  extract,  is  of  a  confidential  nature, 
else  a  copy  of  the  whole  letter  would  be  sent  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Hdqes.  Dist.  of  Florida,  Fourth  Separate  Brig., 

Department  of  the  South, 
Jaelcsonville,  Fla.,  February  5,  1865. 
Ca])t.  Charles  A.  Keith, 

Commanding  Detachment  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry: 

Captain:  The  brigadier- general  commanding  orders  you  to  cross  to 
the  east  bank  of  the  Saint  John's  at  7.30  a.  ni.  to-morrow,  with  all  your 
available  mounted  men  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnaissance. 
You  will  first  report  to  these  headquarters  for  instructions. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Scammon : 

HENRY  SETOjST, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Fort  Monroe,  February  5, 1865. 

(Eeceived  7.05  p.  m.) 
Lientenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 

1  have  just  arrived  here  with  my  advance.    Have  you  any  instruc- 
tions for  me? 

J.  M.  SOHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  5,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Fort  Monroe,   Va.: 
Yonr  instructions  were  left  with  Colonel  Webster,  quartermaster.    I 
have  no  further  instructions. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

LieutevMnt-  General. 
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Heabquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Steamship  Atlantic,  February  5,  I860. 

Captain  Steamship  Atlantic: 

Sir:  Major-General  Schofield  directs  that  you  put  iu  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  wliere  you  will  receive  ou  board  your  vessel  a  quantity  of 
ammunition;  after  which  you  will  proceed  to  Fort  Fisher,  IST. C, debark 
your  troops  aud  cargo,  aud  report  to  the  general  quartermaster,  as 
directed  iu  your  order  of  February  3,  from  office  of  depot  quartermas- 
ter at  Alexandria,  Va. 

I  am,  captain,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  01?  the  Ohio, 

Fort  Monroe,  February  .0,  1805. 
Brif;.  Gen.  I.  K  Palmer, 

New  Berne,  N.  G. : 

General:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  an  order  constituting  the  Depart- 
ment of  North  Carolina.*  I  will  issue  an  order  assuming  command 
after  my  arrival  at  Fort  Fisher,  for  which  i.)Iace  I  will  start  to-morrow 
morning.  My  headquarters  will  be  in  the  field  with  the  troops  0[)erat- 
ing  against  Wilmington.  I  have  ordered  to  New  Berne,  to  report  to 
you,  a  division  under  Brig.  Gen.  T.  F.  Meagher,  about  5,000  strong.  It 
has  probably  started  from  Annapolis  by  this  time.  That  division  is 
composed  of  detachments  from  General  Sherman's  army.  If  any  troops 
of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  stop  at  Beaufort  send  them  forward  to 
Fort  Fisher.  I  Avill  run  up  and  see  you  or  send  you  further  instructions 
in  a  few  days.  Meanwhile  make  all  preparations  to  advance  to  Kinston 
and  repair  the  railroad  between  that  place  and  New  Berne.  Send  the 
pontoon  train  to  Ca])e  Fear  Eiver  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Annapolis,  February  5, 1865 — 11  a.  m. 

(Eeceivcd  2  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  AV.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Slaf: 

Colonel  Casement's  brigade  left  yesterday.  Two  steamers  with  Gen- 
eral Meagher's  men  will  be  oft"  this  forenoon.  The  senior  oflicer  has 
orders  from  Meagher  to  proceed  with  these  troops  to  Beauibrt  and  to 
wait  there  for  his  arrival.  Shall  they  wait  at  Beaufort,  or  shall  each 
load  proceed  from  Beaufort  to  New  Berne?  General  Schofleld's  orders 
say  that  Meagher's  Provisional  Division  will  "move  to  Beaufort,  and 
thence  by  rail  to  New  Berne,  N.  C,  aud  join  the  command  of  General 
Palmer,  to  whom  General  Meagher  will  report,  on  his  arrival  at  Beau- 
Ibrt,  for  further  orders."  There  arc  about  200  convalescents  and  strag- 
glers in  Camp  Parole  belon.ging  to  Twenty-third  Corps. 

ROBT.  N.  SCOTT, 
3Iajor  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

'  See  i>.  179. 
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AnnAI'OLIS,  February  5,  1805—1  i).  m. 

(Received  2  p.  m.) 
Jfnj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Tlie  Catawba  aud  Alhambra  are  getting  under  way,  1,932  men  on 
board,  making  in  all  2,107  of  liis  [Meagher's]  men  tliat  have  been  started ; 
.S{iO  men  are  on  the  steamer  New  York,  and  I  understand  that  1,000  are 
now  en  route  from  Baltimore.  We  do  jjot  know  how  many  more  are 
at  Baltimore. 

EOBT.  N.  SCOTT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  3, 1805—1  p.  in. 
3Iaj.  E.  N.  Scott, 

Annapolis : 
You  will  direct,  in  my  name,  the  commanding  officer  on  each  trans- 
port to  report  by  telegraph  to  General  Palmer  at  New  Berne,  and  to 
proceed  to  that  place  by  railroad  as  rapidly  as  transportation  can  be 
obtained.  No  one  will  wait  for  General  Meagher's  arrival,  and  if  such 
orders  have  been  given  they  will  be  countermanded.  New  Berne  is 
the  destination  of  these  troops,  not  Beaufort,  and  there  must  be  no 
unnecessary  delny  at  the  latter  place.  Give  the  proper  orders  to  the 
commander  of  each  transport  without  regard  to  any  orders  of  General 
Meagher. 

n.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Annapolis,  February  5,  1805 — 1  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  5  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck. 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Eight  hundred  andfifty  men  have  just  arrived  by  railroad  from  Balti- 
more. Have  been  twenty-four  hours  en  route.  Steamer  New  York  will 
be  iitted  up  and  started  as  soon  as  possible.  In  addition  to  his  own 
brigade.  Colonel  Casement  took  about  100  stragglers  and  convalescents 
found  here  belonging  to  his  division.  There  are  still  about  200  such 
men  here  belonging  to  Twenty-third  Corps,  and  one  or  two  officers. 

EOBT.  N.  SCOTT, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  6, 1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

The  Eichmond  Dispatch  to-day  says  that  a  rumor  was  current  yes- 
terday that  Sherman  had  reached  aud  was  destroying  the  railroad  at 
Midway,  ten  miles  west  of  Branchville.  The  Whig,  however,  says  that 
the  rumor  was  without  foundation,  as  the  tenor  of  official  dispatches 
received  at  the  War  Department  last  evening  renders  it  certain  that 
such  was  not  the  case.  On  Saturday  telegraphic  communication  was 
temporarily  suspended  with  Augusta,  but.was  resumed  on  yesterday. 
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The  Whig  remarks  that  a  repulse  of  Sherman,  who  is  now  apparently 
presumptuous  on  accoxiut  of  his  unimpeded  march  through  Georgia, 
would  work  wonders  in  bringing  the  North  to  its  senses.  The  Confed- 
erate generals  and  the  men  under  their  commands  on  his  front  are 
commissioners  to  whose  pacific  exertions  the  country  may  well  look 
with  anxious  and  prayerful  solicitude.* 

U.  8.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CxTY  Point,  Va.,  February  6,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

(Keceived  11.15  a.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington : 
If  Meagher  has  lost  his  men  it  will  be  well  to  send  some  officer  from 
Washington  to  look  after  them  aud  relieve  Meagher.    If  he  has  lost 
his  men  it  will  afford  a  favorable  pretext  for  doing  what  the  service 
would  have  lost  nothing  by  having  done  long  ago — dismissing  him. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  6,  1865—2.35  j).  m. 

Lieutenant-Gen eral  Geant, 

City  Point,  Vii. : 
General  Ord  is  assigned  as  requested.t    Before  your  telegram  to  the 
Secretary,  General  Gillmore  had  been  sent  South  to  relieve  General 
Foster.    1  think  his  familiarity  with  that  part  of  the  coast  and  -the 
defenses  of  Charleston  render  him  most  suitable  for  that  command.^ 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  6,  1865. 
Colonel  POE : 

The  Fifteenth  Corps  moves  early  to-morrow  on  Lowry's  Station. 
Please  see  that  the  engineer  regiment  falls  in  with  the  leading  division, 
provided  with  one  wagon  load  of  their  tools  for  destroying  road.  After 
a  breach  is  made  I  will  give  orders  for  parties  to  work  right  aud  left, 
and  desire  the  engineers  to  confine  their  attention  to  the  twist.  The 
two  leading  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  will  move  without  wagons, 
other  than  ambulances  and  a  few  with  cartridges. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 

*  I'or  iiait  of  dispatch  here  omitted,  see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  II,  p.  414. 

t  To  the  Department  of  Virginia. 

t  For  portion  of  dispatch  here  omitted,  see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  II,  p.  415. 
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(JOWPEN  FoiiD,  February  0,  1865—11  a.  m. 
Major-Genei'ul  SHEKMA^■: 

Geneeal  :  Wc  have  possession  of  east  bank  of  the  Little  Salke- 
hatchie  and  the  enemy's  rille  pits,  nfter  a  slight  skirmish.  Seven 
bridges  are  destroyed,  but  Ave  can  repair  them  in  a  short  time,  probably 
two  hours. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAllD, 

Major- General. 

Maj.  Gen,  William  T.  Sherman: 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
to  yon  that  upon  further  inspection  he  is  satisfied  tliat  it  -will  take  much 
longer  to  repair  the  bridges  across  the  Little  Salkehatchie  than  stated 
above.    It  will  be  all  we  can  do  to  get  the  command  across  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  STRONG, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  6,  1803. 
General  Ho"\vakd: 

The  Fifteenth  Corps  is  crossing  Little  Salkehatchie,  and  will  move 
out  to  the  forks  of  the  road  marked  Dunca.nville.  To-morrow  early 
will  move  on  the  railroad  about  Bamberg.  Move  early  on  the  same 
point.  It  has  just  begun  to  rain.  Williams  will  be  at  this  crossing, 
and  I  expect  Kilpatrick  to  strike  the  road  about  8  a.  m.  to-morrow 
about  Blackville.    All  well. 

SHERMAN, 
Major-  General. 


Hbqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Con-pen  Ford,  S.  C,  February  6,  1863. 

Maj,  Gen.  W.  T,  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Minsissippi  : 
General  :  The  march  to-day  has  been  dehiyed  on  account  of  the 
bridges  at  this  point.  They  were  absolutely  destroyed,  every  stringer 
being  either  burned  or  cut  in  two.  The  longest  bridge  was  sixty-six 
feet  in  length.  Total  amount  rebuilt,  262  feet.  I  have  pushed  but  one 
division  over,  keeping  the  other  two  on  this  side.  From  the  former 
reconnaissances  have  been  pushed  out  to  Lemon's  Creek.  It  took  us 
five  hours  to  rebuild  the  bridges.  Inclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  my 
order  of  march  for  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 

P.  S.— The  bridges  at  Lemon's  Creek  and  Swamp  are  reported 
destroyed,  and  some  force,  probably  that  which  left  here  to-day,  on  the 
other  side. 
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[Inclosurc] 

Special        )  Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  i  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

:Xo.  33.  )  Cowpen  Ford,  S.  C,  February  6, 1865. 

The  movement  for  to-morrow  will  commence  at  7  ti.  m.  The  Fifteeutli 
Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  JoLu  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  niarcli  as  rapidly  as 
possible  to  Bamberg,  pass  tlie  I'ailroad,  and  take  up  a  strong  position 
and  intrench  at  least  two  divisions.  The  Seventeenth  Corps,  Maj. 
Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  push  to  Midway,  cross  the  railroad 
at  that  point,  and  intrench  strongly,  making  a  strong  right  flank. 
Department  headquarters  will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth Corps.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  second  division  in 
the  order  of  march.  The  trains  to-morrow  night  will  be  closely  and 
carefully  parked.  The  pickets  of  the  two  corps  must  connect.  A 
strong  force  of  pioneers  must  be  kept  at  the  head  of  each  column,  so 
as  to  repair  bridges  and  clear  away  obstructions  with  the  greatest  rapid- 
ity. All  foraging  parties  will  be  kept  well  in  hand,  and  all  straggling 
completely  repressed. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Geu.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  YKS  DYKE, 
Assistant   Adjutant-General. 


Lane's  Bridge,  February  0,  1S65 — 2.iO  [p.  m.]. 
General  Howard: 

At  1.30  o'clock  we  drove  the  enemy  from  his  works  on  the  other  bank 
of  Little  Salkehatchie,  and  now  have  possession  of  the  two  roads,  two 
miles  beyond,  leading  to  Bamberg  and  Giaham's,  one  division  occupy- 
ing same.  Will  have  all  my  command  over  the  river  to-night,  but  it 
will  be  late,  as  we  have  to  finish  a  bridge  some  100  feet  long.  Will 
take  possession  of  the  crossing  over  the  next  stream  to-night. 
Eespectfully, 

J.  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Five  Miles  from  Bamberg,  February  (J,  1865. 
General  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Corps : 
General:  You  may  make  your  orders  and  march  tomorrow  on 
Lowry"s  Station,  South  Carolina  Eailroad,  and  make  a  strong  lodgment 
and  break  up  the  road.  Inasmuch  as  the  enemy  must  by  this  time 
have  detected  our  plan,  you  should  be  prepared  for  battle.  You  know 
that  the  Seventeenth  Corps  is  approaching  Midway  by  the  road  from 
liivers'  Bridge  and  should  now  be  within  eight  miles.  You  have  only 
five  miles  to  Bamberg  and  one  to  Lowry's,  Williams  is  just  behind 
you,  and  Kilpatrick  is  supposed  to  be  at  Barnwell  and  has  orders  to 
strike  the  railroad  about  Blackville  and  turn  to  Bamberg.  Williams 
is  ordered  to  move  straight  on  Graham's  Station  unless  he  hears  you 
engaged,  when  he  will  turn  to  your  left  flank.  You  had  better  march 
with  two  divisions,  disencumbered  of  all  wagons  save  a  few  with  car- 
tridges and  the  ambulances,  and  let  your  train  follow  to  any  point  yoa 


CHAP.  LIX.]  COEKESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  321 

may  select  about  Bamberg  or  Lowry's,  to  be  parked.  As  soon  as  you 
reacli  the  railroad  set  to  work  to  destroy  it  efi'ectually,  viz,  every  rail 
must  be  twisted.  Your  advance  should  push  out  a  mile  or  so  beyond 
the  railroad  toward  South  Edisto,  on  the  Cannon's  Bridge  road.  If 
you  hear  Howard  engaged  lean  toward  Midway,  but  get  the  road 
broken  anyhow.  I  will  be  with  you,  but  want  you  to  fight  your  own 
battles,  as  I  am  a  non-combatant.  The  enemy  ought  to  fight  us,  but  I 
don't  believe  he  will. 
Tours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Have  the  left-hand  road  at  the  church  clear  for  Williams  by 
8  a.  m. 

S. 

Special        ')       Headqiiarteks  Fourth  Division, 
Field  Oeders,  >  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  9.  )  In  the  Field,  8.  C,  February  6, 1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  7th 
instant,  in  the  following  order,  viz : 

1.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  General  Rice  commanding,  with  one  regi- 
ment thrown  in  rear  of  the  battery. 

2.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding,  who  will 
direct  the  regiments  of  his  command  to  march  by  the  side  of  the  ord- 
nance and  supply  trains  of  the  division,  inclosing  these  trains  if  possi- 
ble. 

3.  Trains  as  follows:  First,  ambulance;  second,  ordnance;  third, 
supply  train  (the  two  latter  to  be  moved  within  the  Second  Brigade 
Infantry,  as  herein  directed) ;  fourth,  brigade  trains  in  same  order  as 
brigades. 

4.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding,  who  will 
keep  the  column  well  closed  up,  bringing  forward  all  stragglers. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVEETS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  8.  G.,  February  6, 1865. 

Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut,  Commanding  Third  Brigade  : 

Colonel  :  The  road  upon  which  the  troops  will  move  to-morrow  will 
be  the  direct  one  to  Hickory  Hill.  You  will  therefore  countermarch 
your  troops  and  trains,  taking  the  left  at  the  Four  Corners,  about  a 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 
^  LOUIS  H,  EVEETS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  34.  )  Gowpen  Ford,  8.  C,  February  6,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow : 

1.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith  will  have  the  advance,  and  will 
move  forward  on  the  direct  Midway  road  at  7  a.  m. 
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2.  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower,  commandiug  First  Division,  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  8  a.  m. 

3.  Brig.  Gen,  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  Ibllow 
the  First  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9  a.  m. 

4.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 

5.  The  trains  of  department  headquarters  and  of  these  headquarters 
will  follow  the  troops  of  the  Fourth  Division. 

6.  In  addition  to  his  pioneer  corps,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smitli  will 
move  near  the  head  of  his  column  two  companies  of  the  pioneer  battalion 
serving  with  him. 

7.  Forage  parties  will  be  kept  well  together  and  all  possible  precau 
tions  taken  to  prevent  straggling. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Je., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Millersville  Post- Office,  8.  C,  February  6,  1865. 

Capt.  C.  Cadle, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Captain:  Being  instructed  by  General  Howard,  as  I  was  about 
moving  the  division  over,  to  reconnoiter  well  to  the  front  on  the  Mid- 
way road  and  prevent  the  burning  of  any  more  bridges,  I  at  once  sent 
out  the  Twelfth  Wisconsin  (Colonel  Proudlit)  and  Captain  Munson,  of 
my  staff.  They  reached  Lemon's  Swamp,  about  live  miles  out,  aftei- 
dark.  The  four  small  bridges  were  already  in  flames,  and  the  road 
through  the  swamp  obstructed  by  felled  trees.  An  observing  force  of 
the  enemy  appear  to  be  posted  beyond  the  swamp.  The  road  between 
this  and  the  swamp  requires  corduroying  in  several  places.  The 
Twelfth  Wisconsin  is  returning  to  camp.  It  is  said  that  there  is  a 
work  on  this  side  of  the  Edisto  defending  the  railroad  bridge.  No 
other  works  on  the  railroad  between  the  Edisto  and  Midway.  General 
Hardee  was  in  Augusta  last  Thursday. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  FORCE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 
Six  Miles  North  of  Bohertsville,  8.  G,,  February  6,  1865 — 7  a,  m. 

Major-General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commandiug  to  say 
that  the  road  on  this  side  of  Bobertsville  is  good.  General  Geary  will 
get  within  a  few  miles  of  Lawtonville  tonight.  There  are  no  supplie.s 
on  this  road,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  there  are  any  on  roads  to  the 
left. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Field  Ordees,  (  Hdqbs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

^0.  6.  )       Sister''/)  Ferry,  S.  C,  February  6, 1865. 

Movements  for  to-morrow,  Februaiy  7 : 

General  Carlin  will  march  from  Brightou,  his  present  position,  by 
the  most  direct  route  to  Lawtonville. 

General  Baird  will  move  from  his  present  position  to  Brightou. 

General  Morgan  will  remain  in  his  present  position  at  Sister's  Ferry 
niitil  his  trains  are  properly  loaded.  He  will,  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow, 
lelieve  the  battery  of  reserve  artillery  now  in  position  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  with  the  battery  attached  to  his  command. 

Major  Houghtaling,  chief  of  artillery,  will  move  his  command  for 
Brighton  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  in  rear  of  General  Baird. 

Colonel  Moore  will  at  once  take  up  his  pontoons  and  move  his  com- 
mand in  the  rear  of  Major  Houghtaling  in  the  morning  to  Brighton. 

Corps  headquarters  will  be  to-morrow  night  at  Brighton. 

All  wagons  not  now  loaded  will  remain  and  come  forward  with  Gen- 
eral Morgan's  command. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Sister^s  Ferry,  S.  C,  February  C,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  march  at  once,  taking  the 
direct  road  to  Eobertsville;  there  you  will  take  the  left-hand  road 
toward  Brighton,  and  encamp  to-night  at  or  near  that  point.  From 
there  it  is  the  desire  of  the  general  commanding  to  advance  in  the  gen- 
eral direction  of  Barnwell  and  Buford's  Bridge.  He  desires  you  to 
obtain  all  the  information  possible  in  regard  to  the  two  roads  from 
Brighton  to  those  points  with  a  view  to  deciding  which  it  will  be  pref- 
erable for  the  main  column  to  pursue.  You  will  thoroughly  repair  the 
roads  upon  your  line  of  march,  and  in  case  the  pontoons  should  be 
required  send  back  word  immediately. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Little  Salkehatchie  River,  S.  C,  February  6, 1865. 
This  command  will  march  toward  Graham's  Station  on  the  South 
Carolina  Eailroad,  as  follows :  First  Division  at  7  a.  m. ;  Third  Divis- 
ion at  7.30  a.  m.  The  two  brigades  of  the  First  Division,  with  one 
brigade  of  the  Third  Division,  will  march  unencumbered  in  the  advance. 
The  other  two  brigades  of  the  Third  Division  will  cover  the  whole  corps 
train.  The  trains,  which  to-day  marched  in  rear  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps, 
will  rejoin  their  respective  divisions.  One  battery  of  artillery  will 
march  in  rear  of  the  leading  brigade,  one  in  rear  of  the  center  one  of 
the  advanced  brigades,  one  section  in  rear  of  the  third  of  the  advanced 
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brigades,  and  one  section  near  the  rear  of  the  train.  The  wagons 
belonging  to  the  batteries  will  march  immediately  in  rear  of  the  advanced 
infantry.  This  corps  being  the  extreme  left  of  the  army  makes  it  neces- 
sary that  the  trains  should  be  kept  well  closed  up,  and  the  troops  well 
in  hand  and  ready  for  instant  action. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        )         Headquaetees  Second  Division, 
Field  Oedees,  >  Twentieth  Aemy  Ooeps, 

Fo.  7.  )  Near  Beech  Branchy  8.  C,  February  6,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  at  G.30  a.  m.     Order  of  brigades : 
Third,  First,  Second,  Selfridge's. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 

Assistant  Adjtitant- General. 


Headquaetees  U.  S.  Foeces, 

Fort  Fisher,  February  6,  1865. 
Eear- Admiral  D.  D.  Poetee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 

Admieal:  The  rebels  at  one  time  had  the  guns  of  Fort  Caswell  in 
casemates  of  wood  to  fire  through  sloping  embrasures,  but  subse- 
quently, doubting  if  these  embrasures  would  stand  navy  fire,  took  the 
guns  out  of  the  main  work  and  placed  tliem  on  the  covered  way.  The 
question  whether  guns  en  barbette  or  in  embrasure  are  most  service- 
able and  reliable  is  a  very  important  one  in  our  harbor  defenses,  and 
General  E.  Delafield,  chief  engineer,  U.  S.  Army,  is  desirous  of  hav- 
ing it  tested  on  the  embrasures  of  Fort  Caswell.  If  you  (!an  spare  a 
vessel  for  several  hours'  practice  I  should  be  happy  to  accomjiany  it 
and  arrange  with  the  commander  the  details  of  the  experiment. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Chief  Engineer. 


CiECULAE, )    Headquaetees  Department  op  a"HE  South, 
No.  2.       ]  Hilton  Bead,  IS.  C,  February  6,  1865. 

Commissioned  officers  at  Hilton  Head  and  Beaufort,  en  route  for 
Sherman's  army,  will  forthwith  report  in  person  to  Brig.  Gen.  Henry 
Prince,  at  Hilton  Head,  for  orders. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Coast  Division,  Depaetjient  op  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  February  6,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sheeman,  U.  S.  Army: 

Geneeal  :  The  enemy  have  evacuated  their  works  at  Salkehatchic 
bridge.    I  am  rebuilding  the  turnpike  bridge,  and  will  cross  a  column 
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to-morrow  morning  and  move  toward  Asliepoo.  I  have  also  crossed  at 
Combahee  Ferry  and  occupy  the  causeway  for  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  river.  There  is  in  the  works  there  some  artillery  and  some  militia. 
We  will  drive  them  out  to-morrow.  The  troops  that  have  been  occu- 
pying the  works  at  Salkehatchie  was  a  brigade  of  South  Carolina 
veterans,  who  came  from  Richmond.  They  formerly  belonged  to  Early's 
army;  were  in  llichmoud  a  few  weeks;  came  here  three  weeks  ago. 
They  marched  toward  Charleston,  on  the  dirt  road.  A  pass  from  a 
deserter  states  that  he  will  rejoin  his  company  at  Adams'  Euu,  a  point 
between  the  Ashepoo  and  the  Edisto. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqbs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  February  6,  1865. 
Captain  Mesebeau, 

Chief  of  Artillery : 
Captain  :  You  will  move  with  two  Napoleons  in  rear  of  cavalry  to- 
morrow morning  at  8.30  o'clock  on  the  Salkehatchie  road,  taking  two 
days'  rations  and  forage. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Alans.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Orders.]        Hdqbs.  Coast  Division,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  February  6,  1865. 
The  One  hundred  and  second  Eegiment  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  the 
Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  Yolunteers,  under  Colonel  Hallowell,  will 
move  from  camp  to-morrow  morning  at  8  o'clock,  taking  two  days' 
rations  and  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man.  The  Fifty-fourth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers  will  move  down  the  raihoad  to  the  Salke- 
hatchie bridge  and  cross.  The  One  hundred  and  second  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops  will  move  down  the  Union  road,  on  which  our  advance  pickets 
are  now  stationed,  to  the.  railroad  and  cross  the  river. 
Bv  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqbs.  Coast  Division,  Depabtment  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  February  6, 1865. 

Maj.  M.  F.  Webster, 

Commanding  Battalion,  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry: 

Major-  You  will  move  with  all  your  available  men  to-morrow  morn- 
ing at  8  o'clock,  passing  through  the  old  Pocotaligo  fort  and  down 
Salkehatchie  road  to  the  bridge  across  the  river.  You  will  take  two 
days'  rations  and  forage. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatdy^^^^^^  ^   ^^^^^ 

First  Lieut,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  VoU.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Hdqes.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island,  S.  C,  February  6,  1865. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  South: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  suggest  that  a  small  num- 
ber of  marine  boat  howitzers  (Dahlgren)  would  be  exceedingly  valuable 
in  this  command.  If  this  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  major-general 
commanding,  and  the  howitzers  can  be  obtained  from  the  navy  depot 
at  Hilton  Head,  I  would  request  that  they  be  sent  up  here  with  the 
requisite  supply  of  ammunition  (shell  and  canister)  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENlSriG, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Northern  District,  Dept.  op  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  February  6,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett, 

Commanding,  Morris  Island,  S.  C.  : 
Colonel  :  The  section  of  Third  New  York  Artillery  will  be  held  in 
readiness  after  dusk  to-morrow  evening  at  the  dock  for  transportation 
across  the  inlet  to  Folly  Island,  S.  C.  They  will  take  with  them  one 
wagon,  three  days'  rations,  and  forage.  They  will  proceed  to  the  site 
of  the  former  headquarters  of  General  Gillmore,  where  they  will  camp 
and  await  further  orders,  taking  the  precaution  to  choose  a  spot  where 
they  cannot  be  perceived  by  the  enemy's  lookout  on  James  Island. 
Lieutenant  Quinn,  commanding  Fort  Shaw,  will  designate  a  sergeant 
to  be  sent  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morning  to  Folly  Island,  where 
the  indicated  locality  will  be  pointed  out  to  him. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  op  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  8.  C,  February  6,  1865. 
Colonel  KoZLAY, 

Commanding  Post,  Folly  Island,  S.  C.  : 
Colonel  :  You  will  comply  with  your  orders  relative  to  the  landing 
of  the  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  as  soon  as  practicable.    Should  Colo- 
nel Fox  refuse  to  obey  you  you  will  immediately  place  him  under  arrest 
and  give  the  command  of  the  regiment  to  another  officer. 
Bv  order  of  Brigadier- General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


ANNAPOLIS,  Md.,  February  6,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

(Received  12.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Steamer  New  York  getting  under  way  with  1,500  men.     There  are 
COO  on  steamer  Ariel.     All  of  Meagher's  battalions   have  arrived, 
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except  oue  that  was  frozen  up  at  mouth  of  Kanawha  Eiver.  That  one 
is  expected  to  arrive  at  Baltimore  in  a  day  or  two.  Shall  the  Ariel 
wait  for  them  or  sail  at  once  as  Meagher  proposes?  I  have  counter- 
manded Meagher's  orders  for  troops  to  wait  for  him  at  Beaufort. 

ROBT.  N.  SGOTT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Annapolis,  Md.,  Fehruary  6,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  12  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  just  learned  that  700  men  in  all  of  Twenty- third  Corps  have 
been  turned  over  to  provost-marshal  at  this  point.  It  will  be  difficult 
to  keep  these  men  here.  The  barracks  that  they  now  occupy  will  be 
required  for  1,000  exchanged  prisoners  who  are  expected  here  to-mor- 
row morning.  If  the  Ariel  is  to  leave  partially  filled  with  men  she 
can  leave  immediately.  There  is  great  uncertainty  as  to  arrival  of 
battalion  alluded  to  this  morning  as  being  behind.  General  Meagher 
could  give  me  no  information  last  night. 

ROBT.  N.  SCOTT, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  6,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  R.  K.  Scott,  Annapolis,  Md. : 

If  not  enough  of  General  Meagher's  men  to  fill  up  Ariel,  put  on  the 
stragglers  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  with  orders  to  first  land  Meagher's 
men  at  Beaufort  and  then  tlie  men  of  Twenty-third  Corps  at  Fort 
Fisher  or  Cape  Fear  River.  See  that  the  Ariel  is  supplied  for  the 
additional  voyage. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Md.,  February  6,  1865. 

(Received  2.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Enough  stragglers  are  in  to  make  800  men  on  board  steamer  Ariel, 
and  I  have  sent  her  off.  The  only  transport  left  (the  Glaucus)  is  loaded 
with  forage,  and  it  will  take  two  or  three  days  to  unload  her.  There 
are  no  other  troops  here  than  those  of  Twenty-third  Corps  alluded  to 
in  former  dispatch. 

R.  N.  SGOTT, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  6,  1865—4.28  p.  m. 
Maj.  R.  N".  SOOTT,  Annapolis,  Md. : 

The  men  and  officers  of  the  Twenty -third  Corps  will  join  the  divisions 
of  the  corps  here.  The  men  of  Meagher 's  command  as  they  arrive  will 
go  into  barracks  there  and  await  transportation.    You  can  return  by 

Baltimore. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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City  Point,  February  7,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  Eichmond  Dispatch  to-day  says: 

We  have  no  official  intelligence  of  importaDce  from  South  Carolina.  The  reports 
of  the  flanking  of  our  forces  at  Branohville  and  the  capture  of  that  place  by  Sher- 
man are  coutiadicted  by  official  advices,* 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquaeters  Aemy  in  the  Field, 
Lowry's  Station,  8.  C,  February  7,  186S. 
Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgken, 

Off  Charleston,  8.  C: 
We  are  on  the  South  Carolina  road,  at  Midway,  and  will  break  fifty 
miles,  from  Edisto  toward  Augusta,  and  then  cross  toward  Columbia. 
Weather  is  bad  and  country  full  of  water.  This  cause  may  force  me 
to  turn  against  Charleston.  I  have  ordered  Foster  to  move  Hatch  up 
to  the  Edisto,  about  Jacksonborough  and  Willstown.  Also  to  make 
that  lodgment  about  Bull's  Bay.  Watch  Charleston  close.  I  think 
Davis  will  order  it  to  be  abandoned,  lest  he  lose  its  garrison  as  well  as 
guns.  We  are  all  well  and  the  enemy  retreats  before  us.  Send  word 
to  New  Berne  that  you  have  heard  from  me,  and  the  probabilities  are 
that  high  waters  may  force  me  to  the  coast  before  I  reach  North  Caro- 
lina, but  to  keep  Wilmington  busy. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General. 

Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Lowryh,  February  7, 1865. 
General  Howaed, 

Commanding  Right  Wing,  Midway : 
Geneeal:  We  are  on  the  road  here  and  will  get  to  work  at  once 
westward.  Be  careful  to  instruct  each  rail  to  be  twisted,  even  if  it 
takes  more  time.  I  want  you,  if  possible,  to  force  the  enemy  to  burn 
his  own  bridge  across  Edisto  at  the  railroad  crossing,  also  at  Walker's 
Bridge.  Prom  here  we  will  move  westward  some  fifty  miles.  Dispose 
of  your  trains  accordingly. 


Yours, 


W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Depaetment  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee 

,r  .  ^       -rx.  m  r,  Midway,  8.  C,  February  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sheeman,  ' 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
Geneeal:  Your  note  is  just  received.    General  Blair  sent  a  recon- 
naissance to  Cannon's  Bridge  this  evening,  and  found  that  the  enemy 
had  destroyed  the  larger  and  one  of  the  smaller  bridges,  and  withdrawn 
*  For  portion  of  dispatch  here  omitted,  see  Vol.  XL VI,  Part  II,  p.  446. 
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to  the  Other  side  of  the  river.  The  other  smaller  bridge  can  be 
destroyed  at  any  time.  A  reconnaissance  was  also  sent  to  the  railroad 
bridge,  but  it  has  not  been  heard  from.  It  is  understood,  however, 
tliat  the  enemy  has  had  it  prepared  to  be  destroyed  for  several  days 
past.  At  daylight  to-morrow  morning  I  will  send  a  force  to  Walker's 
Bridge.  Prisoners  from  S.  D.  Jice's  corps  say  that  Hood  went  through 
to  Richmond  on  a  train.  I  write  you  before  hearing  from  the  other 
reconnaissance,  thinking  that  you  might  wish  to  modify  General 
Logan's  order  to  move  on  Cannon's  Bridge. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- General. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Midway,  8.  C,  Fehrnary  7,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Coimnanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General:  General  Blair's  head  of  column  reached  here  about  2  p. 
m.  He  found  three  large  bridges  destroyed  and  the  roads  made  hor- 
rible by  the  rain,  so  that  it  will  be  diflScult  to  get  up  the  trains,  though 
the  obstructions  have  been  removed,  the  bridges  rebuilt,  and  the  troops 
are  getting  through.  I  have  two  prisoners  from  Palmer's  brigade,  Ste- 
venson's division,  Lee's  corps.  They  don't  know  whether  their  whole 
division  is  through  to  Augusta  or  not.  A  part  of  it  is  at  Branchville. 
Please  open  communication  by  telegraph,  as  the  wires  are  in  order.  A 
prisoner  .from  Hampton's  command  wants  to  see  you,  and  I  send  him 
up.  Your  dispatch  is  just  translated.  I  will  comply  with  your  request. 
How  much  time  can  you  afford  me  to  do  the  work  in  this  vicinity 
before  moving? 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Lowry^s,  February  7,  1865. 

General  Howard: 

I  have  just  received  your  note.  We  will  stay  here  all  day  to-morrow 
and  until  I  can  get  all  the  army  up  within  ordering  distance.  Williams 
is  at  Graham's,  so  we  have  full  i)ossession  of  the  road  for  fifteen  miles. 
Break  to  the  river  good  and  burn  the  bridge,  if  possible.  Its  guard  is 
small ;  only  a  part  of  Lee's  corps  has  come ;  we  liave  divided  the  enemy. 
1  do  not  propose  to  cross  Edisto  until  we  are  up  abreast  of  Blackville 
and  White  Pond  or  Windsor.  Put  in  a  good  day's  work  to-morrow 
and  have  an  inspector  general  to  see  that  every  rail  is  bent  around  a 
post.or  is  twisted  by  the  process  a  la  Poe. 

Logan  will   maneuver  on  Cannon's  Bridge  and  Williams  will  on 
Binnaker's.    I  want  all  these  broken  or  burned  good. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Graham's,  S.  C, 

February  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Gommandiny,  &c.: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  that  if  the  troops  of  your 
army  be  required  to  discontinue  burning  the  houses  of  our  citizens  I 
will  discontinue  burning  cotton.  As  an  earnest  of  the  good  faith  in 
which  my  proposition  is  tendered  I  leave  at  this  place  about  300  bales 
cotton  uuburned,  worth,  in  New  York,  over  a  quarter  of  a  million,  and 
in  our  currency  one  million  and  a  half.  I  trust  my  having  commenced 
will  cause  you  to  use  your  influence  to  insure  the  acceptance  of  the 
proposition  by  your  whole  army.  I  trust  that  you  will  not  deem  it 
improper  for  me  to  ask  that  you  will  require  the  troops  under  your 
command  to  discontinue  the  wanton  destruction  of  property  not  neces- 
sary for  their  sustenance. 

Kespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 
Major-General,  C.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bamberg,  S.  C,  February  7,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  effected  a  lodg- 
ment on  the  railroad  at  9.30  a.  m.;  that  I  have  four  brigades  in  camp, 
covering  the  Cannon's  Bridge  road  and  the  approaches  to  the  Edisto 
Eiver,  with  two  brigades  tearing  up  railroad.  The  other  division  is 
moving  into  camp,  covering  the  trains. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Midway,  S.  C,  February  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  general  commanding  is  very  much  pleased  that 
yon  did  your  work  so  quickly  to-day.  General  Blair  had  three  large 
bridges  to  build,  very  bad  obstructions  to  clear  away,  and  will  have  at 
least  a  third  of  the  way  to  corduroy.  The  enemy  seem  to  have  a  little 
force  from  Virginia,  a  little  from  Hood,  almost  a  division,  but  his 
troops  do  not  seem  to  be  concentrated,  being  at  Columbia,  Branch- 
ville,  Augusta,  and  probably  still  at  Charleston.  A  great  many  barri- 
cades were  made  across  the  road,  but  they  were  all  abandoned  before 
our  approach. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assisia}^*  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqes.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Chief  Engineer's  Ofpide, 
Lowryh,  8.  C,  February  7,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Loivryh : 
General  :  In  order  that  all  our  working  forces  may  be  directed  to  the 
best  advantange  in  destroying  railroads,  I  would  respectftilly  request 
you  to  order  as  follows  to  the  troops  under  your  command,  viz,  that 
"the  infantry  details  shall  tear  up  the  track  and  pile  the  superstructure 
after  this  manner :  Three  ties  in  the  roadbed  as  they  lie,  one  tie  across 
these  at  each  end,  at  right  angles ;  six  ties  crosswise  with  these  (right 
angles)  with  intervals  to  allow  their  being  fired;  then  the  iron  laid  on 
top,  parallel  with  the  railroad,  and  kindling  wood  and  surplus  ties  on 
top  of  all.  The  piles  to  be  fired  by  the  infantry  details,  and  the  heated 
iron  will  then  be  twisted  by  the  engineer  troops.  The  piles  should  be 
about  thirty-five  feet  apart."  By  systematizing  in  this  way  the  engi- 
neer regiment  can  twist  all  the  iron  that  can  be  taken  up  by  your 
corps. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  POE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Chief  Engineer. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  38.  j  Bamberg,  H.  C,  February  7, 1865. 

III.  The  interests  of  the  service  require  that  hereafter  all  flour  or 
meal  obtained  from  the  country  by  forage  or  other  details  should  be 
turned  in  to  the  division  commissaries,  and  by  them  regularly  issued  as 
a  part  of  the  ration.  Division  commanders  are  charged  with  the  pro- 
mulgation and  enforcement  of  this  order. 

IV.  Instances  of  pillaging  have  come  to  the  attention  of  the  general 
commanding.  The  practice  is  disgraceful  in  the  extreme.  No  man 
will  be  permitted  to  enter  an  occupied  dwelling  house  or  molest  in  any 
way  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  particularly  are  they  forbidden 
from  wantonly  taking  the  few  rags  belonging  to  the  poor  negroes,  who 
have  in  so  many  instances  befriended  our  soldiers  on  their  escape  from 
rebel  prisons.  This  order  will  be  read  to  every  regiment,  battery,  and 
detachment  in  the  command,  and  every  man  found  disobeying  the  same 
will  be  arrested  and  punished  in  such  manner  as  may  seem  best  to  his 
division  commander,  who  will  please  report  the  fact  of  the  arrest  and 
punishment  after  both  shall  have  been  accomplished. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan:    ^^^    ^^ODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Lowry^s,  February  7, 1865. 

Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  You  will  please  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  receipt 
of  this  have  one  of  your  brigades  make  a  reconnaissance  as  far  as  Can- 
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non's  Bridge,  if  practicable,  the  object  being  to  discover  whether  the 
bridge  is  burned  or  not,  what  force  of  the  enemy  is  there,  and  in  what 
position,  and  how  much  work  will  be  necessary  to  effect  a  crossing. 
Captain  Klostermann,  corps  engineer  officer,  will  accompany  the  brigade. 
Your  brigade,  which  is  now  on  the  railroad,  can  be  withdrawn  and 
ordered  to  camp.  Ton  will  please  make  a  report  of  the  reconnaissance 
promptly,  if  possible. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Logan : 

L.  E.  YORKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bamberg,  8.  C,  February  7,  ISf!'}. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Oliver, 

Gomdg.  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General:  In  accordancewith  a  request  fromMajor-General  Howard, 
the  geaeral  commanding  desires  you  to  destroy  a  mile  and  a  half  of  rail- 
road from  Bamberg  toward  Midway  and  the  Edisto  Eiver. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX,  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Hickory  Hill,  S.  C,  February  7,  1865. 
[General  Sherman:] 

Dear  General  :  I  know  not  how  anxious  you  may  be  to  have  me 
with  you,  but  I  assure  you  not  more  so  than  I  am.  Our  roads  have 
proven  execrable.  I  worked  all  one  day  on  a  swamp  about  three  and 
a  half  miles  long.  If  I  can  get  this  bridge  done  to-day  I  will  move 
heaven  and  earth  to  join  you  day  after  to-morrow,  if  you  are  not  too 
far  from  me.  Please  let  me  know  of  your  whereabouts  as  soon  as 
practicable  after  the  reception  of  this.  Slocum  is  to-day  about  Duck 
Branch  Post-OfQce  with  Geary;  Davis  is — God  knows  where,  for  the 
roads  are  such  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  nearer  the  infernal  regions  than 
he  ever  was  before.  1  hope  you  have  a  few  green  leaves  of  all  the  fresh 
wreaths  you  are  winning  left  for 
Devotedly,  yours, 

COESE, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Lowry's,  February  7,  1805. 
General  Corse  : 

Dear  General:  We  are  on  the  railroad  and  the  enemy  lias 
retreated  across  the  Edisto.  After  crossing  the  Little  Salkehatchie 
you  had  better  send  forward  an  ofdcer  to  report,  as  you  will  save  dis- 
tance by  moving  to  the  northwest,  as  I  propose  breaking  up  a  wide 
gap  in  this  road  from  Edisto  toward  Augusta.  This  column  meets  no 
resistance  worth  mentioning.    The  Seventeenth  Corps,  or  Mower's 
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division,  liad  a  smart  light  to  secure  Rivers'  Bridge  across  Big  Salke- 
hatchie  and  whipped  the  enemy  handsomely.    Eoads  are  bad  and  water 
abundant,  above,  below,  and  all  around. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Special       )        IIeadquarteks  Fourth  Division, 
Field  Orders,  [•  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  )  In  the  Field,  8.  C,  February  7, 1865. 

The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the 
8th  instant,  in  the  following  order,  on  the  road  to  Rivers'  Bridge, 
viz:  First.  Lieixtenant-Colonel  Hughes,  commanding  Ninth  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry,  as  an  advance.  Second.  Second  Brigade  Infantry, 
Colonel  Adams  commanding,  with  one  regiment  thrown  in  rear  of 
Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Artillery,  which  will  invariably  move  within 
the  advance  brigade.  Third.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut 
commanding,  who  will  extend  his  regiments  to  inclose  as  nearly  as 
possible  the  ordnance  and  supply  trains,  the  troops  marching  by  the 
side  of  same.  Fourth.  Trains  in  same  order  as  to-day,  viz:  1st,  ambu- 
lance; 2d,  ordnance;  3d,  supply  train;  4th,  brigade  trains  in  the  same 
order  as  brigades.  Fifth.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  General  Rice  com- 
manding. The  troops  and  trains  will  be  prompt,  in  order  that  there 
may  be  no  delay  in  moving  out  on  the  road  at  the  hour  designated. 

Commanding  officers  will  give  their  personal  attention  to  preventing 
all  soldiers  from  leaving  their  commands  or  foraging,  except  they  be 
properly  detailed,  as  heretofore  directed. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Midway,  8.  C,  February  7, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
General  Logan  is  now  engaged  destroying  the  railroad.  He  has  been 
instructed  to  destroy  it  as  far  down  as  laalf  way  between  this  place 
and  Bamberg.  He  wishes  you  to  commence  at  as  early  an  hour  as 
possible  to-morrow  morning  and  destroy  it,  twisting  every  rail  from 
the  point  to  which  General  Logan  will  come  down  to  the  bridge  over 
the  Edisto. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"^  A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  35.  ]  Midway,  8.  C,  February  7, 1865. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow: 

1.  Bvt.  Mai.  Oen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
move  one  brigade  and  one  section  of  artillery  of  his  command  at  day- 
light to-morrow  morning  toward  the  railroad  bridge  on  the  Edisto 


334  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  B.  FLA.       [Chap.LIX. 

River,  and  if  the  bridge  is  not  already  barued  he  will  make  such  dem- 
onstrations as  will  cause  the  enemy  to  destroy  it,  or,  if  practicable, 
destroy  it  himself.  He  will  then  destroy  the  railroad  from  the  bridge, 
or  as  near  as  practicable  to  it,  to  a  point  three  miles  and  a  half  this 
side. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move 
forward  the  brigade  of  his  command  at  Little  Salkehatchie  River  at 
daylight  to-morrow  morning  and  encamp  at  the  saw-mill  half  a  mile 
south  of  this  point,  where  two  brigades  of  General  Mower's  command 
are  now  encamped. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A,  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  cause 
one  brigade  of  his  command  to  be  moved  to  this  point  from  the  saw 
mill  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow  and  set  at  work  destroying  the  railroad,  com- 
mencing at  the  depot  and  working  to  a  point  one  mile  and  a  half  west 
of  here.  As  soon  as  the  brigade  of  the  Third  Division  has  reached 
the  saw-mill  he  will  move  the  brigade  remaining  there  to  this  point, 
and  cause  it  to  destroy  from  the  depot  east  a  distance  of  two  miles. 

4.  The  destruction  of  the  road  must  be  complete.  Every  tie  must 
be  burned  and  every  rail  twisted. 

General  Sherman  intends  to  have  the  road  inspected  by  the  inspec- 
tor-general's department  after  the  work  is  done. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

G.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Midway,  8.  C,  February  7,  1865. 
Capt.  C.  Cable, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  P.  Blair,  the  Eleventh  Iowa  Infantry  was  ordered  to  the 
railroad  bridge,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Beach  commanding  reports  as 
follows : 

He  moved  his  regiment  to  the  bridge,  exchanged  a  few  shots  with 
the  enemy,  who  immediately  fired  the  bridge.  He  then  returned  to 
camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  — .  )  Midway,  8.  C,  February  7,  1865. 

In  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  corps  headquarters,  the  Third 
Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap  commanding,  and  one  section  of 
First  Minnesota  Battery  will  move  at  daylight  to  morrow  morning 
toward  the  railroad  bridge  on  the  Edisto  River,  and  if  the  bridge  is  not 
already  burned  he  will  make  such  demonstrations  as  will  cause  the 
enemy  to  destroy  it,  or,  if  practicable,  destroy  it  himself.  He  will  then 
thoroughly  destroy  the  railroad  three  miles  and  a  half  this  side,  burn- 
ing every  tie  and  twisting  every  rail.  Further  orders  will  be  furnished 
him  before  the  completion  of  the  work. 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Hdqes.  Third  Bkig.,  Poueth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

February  7,  1865. 
lu  pursuance  of  the  within  order,  this  command  will  move  at  7  a.  m. 
to-morrow.    The  pickets  of  the  Sixteenth  Iowa  will  remain  where  they 
are  until  further  orders. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Belknap: 

O.  D.  KINSMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Lowry's,  February  7,  1863. 
General  Slocxtm, 

On  the  Road : 
General:  We  are  on  the  railroad  and  the  enemy  has  retreated 
across  the  Edisto.  I  propose  to  break  up  road  westward,  so  you  may 
let  Geary  join  Williams  about  Graham's,  and  let  Davis  take  any  road 
you  may  prefer  to  the  left  to  reach  the  neighborhood  of  Blackville.  You 
may  send  that  corps  (Fourteenth)  through  Barnwell  for  the  sake  of 
forage.  We  find  plenty,  but  I  fear  we  leave  little  behind  us.  Weather 
is  villainous,  but  we  can't  help  it  and  must  do  the  best  we  can.  Send 
back  to  Coosawhatchie  fort,  or  any  other  point  you  may  think  best, 
the  inclosed  cipher  messages  to  General  Foster  and  Admiral  Dahl- 
gren.*  Send  by  several  messengers  and  by  secure  roads. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
No.  7.  (  Brighton,  8.  C,  February  7, 1863. 

The  corps  will  move  upon  the  Salkehatchie  Kiver  as  follows: 

General  Carlin  will  remain  in  his  present  position  at  or  near  Lawton- 
ville  until  he  is  joined  by  the  other  trains  of  the  command  under  the 
charge  of  Captain  Eemington,  the  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition 
trains  under  Major  Houghtaling,  and  pontoon  train  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Moore.  He  will  then  take  charge  of  tlie  entire  train  of  the 
corps,  and  at  once  move  by  the  most  direct  and  practicable  roads,  via 
Duck  Branch  Post-OflSce  and  Angley's  Post-Office,  upon  Buford's 
Bridge  across  the  Salkehatchie  Eiver,  which  point  he  will  endeavor  to 
reach  as  soon  as  practicable.    There  he  will  receive  further  orders. 

General  Baird,  sending  his  trains  to  report  to  General  Carlin,  will 
march  to-morrow  a.  ni.  with  two  companies  of  the  pontoniers  (which 
will  be  sent  to  report  to  him  by  Colonel  Moore)  and  a  battery  of  artil- 
lery, by  the  most  direct  road  to  Ingram's,  near  which  point  he  will 
encamp  to-morrow  night.  He  will  thoroughly  repair  the  roads  as  he 
passes  over  them. 

General  Morgan  will  march  early  to-morrow  a.  m.  from  his  present 
position  at  Sister's  Ferry,  via  this  point,  and  here  detaching  his  trains, 
to  report  to  General  Carlin,  will  follow  General  Baird. 

*See  Sherman  to  Dahlgren,  p.  338,  and  Sherman  to  Foster,  p.  338, 
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Major  Houglitaling,  detaching  one  battery  with  orders  to  report  to 
General  Baird,  will  move  the  remainder  of  his  command  at  7  a.  m. 
to-morrow,  and  will  report  to  General  Carlin  at  Lawtonville. 

Corps  headquarters  will  be  with  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions 
antil  a  junction  is  effected. 
Bv  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Davis: 

A.  0.  McCLUEG, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Pikst  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  7,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Ansistant  Adjutant-  Genera  I  : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  General  Davis  that  I  shall 
take  the  right-hand  road  from  this  to  Lawtonville  in  consequence  of 
the  rain.  The  streams  on  the  left-hand  road  are  more  numerous  than 
on  the  right-hand  road,  but  they  are  both  good  roads  so  far  as  I  cau 
learn.  Forage  is  more  abundant  on  the  left-hand  road.  Ordinarily  I 
would  prefer  the  left-hand  or  Augusta  road,  and  it  would  probably  be 
the  best  for  the  main  column. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W,  P.  CARLIN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Brighton,  8.  C,  February  7,  1865 — 4.30  ]).  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  forward 
from  the  ferry  to  this  point,  on  the  left-hand  or  direct  road  (the  road 
taken  by  him  this  afternoon).  It  is  better  than  the  other  road,  but 
will  need  a  good  deal  of  working  before  your  trains  can  pass  over  rap- 
idly. The  worst  part  of  the  road  is  about  two  miles  from  the  ferry  and 
about  half  a  mile  iu  length.  The  bearer  will  remain  with  you  and  give 
you  move  definite  information. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  MoCLURG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Hanberry  Cross-Boads,  February  7,  1865 — 2  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Army  of  Georgia : 
General  :  My  advance  is  within  two  miles  of  the  railroad.  My 
column  is  badly  stretched  out,  owing  to  the  swollen  condition  of  the 
streams.  I  have  three  brigades  iu  hand  and  shall  move  on  the  railroad 
at  once,  and  shall  bring  up  my  whole  command  to  that  point  to-night. 
I  am  satisfied  from  the  report  of  prisoners  that  there  is  nothing  but  one 
brigade  of  cavalry  (perhaps  more)  in  my  front.  Tliey  are  withdrawing. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Mqjor-General,  Commanding. 
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Oedebs.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Graham's  Station,  S.  C,  February  7, 1865: 
This  command  will  spend  the  day  to-morrow  destroying  the  railroad. 
The  troops  of  the  First  Division  Avill  move  at  7  a.  m.  to  Graham's 
Station,  and  commence  the  destruction  of  the  road  there,  working  west. 
The  Third  Division  will  commence  at  this  point,  and  work  toward  Gra- 
ham's Station.     The  work  must   be  thoroughly  done;  each  rail  so 
destroyed  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  use  it  again.    The  trains  will  be 
left  at  this  point,  and  General  Ward  will  detail  two  regiments  to  remain 
with  them  as  guards.    Corps  headquarters  will  be  at  Graham's  Station 
to-morrow. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major- General  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  ^Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Lowry's  Station,  February  7, 1865. 
General  Geary  ; 

We  are  on  the  railroad  here.  Williams  took  the  road  at  Duncanville 
for  Graham's.  Our  maps  are  right,  and  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in 
following  him.  It  is  the  straight  or  left-hand  road,  about  two  miles 
out  from  Little  Salkehatchie.  Howard  is  at  Midway  and  the  Edisto. 
Enemy  has  retreated  across  the  Edisto. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

N^ear  Coosawhatchie  Swamp,  February  7, 1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  start 
your  command  to-morrow  morning  by  at  least  6  o'clock,  and  that  you 
reach  and  cross  Buford's  Bridge  to-morrow  if  possible.  He  has  infor- 
mation that  General  Sherman  has  reached  a  point  where  he  cannot 
do  without  us,  and  is  awaiting  our  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

Blackville,  S.  C,  February  7,  1865 — 2  p.  m. 

[Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding :  ] 
General:  I  crossed  Salkehatchie  at  2  p.  m.  yesterday  with  little 
opposition.  We  drove  a  rebel  cavalry  brigade  out  of  and  occupied 
this  place  at  1  p.  m.  to-day.  Wheeler  was  near  Graham's  last  night. 
I  learn  now  that  a  large  portion  of  his  force  is  between  me  and  the 
Edisto.    I  will  remain  here  until  morning,  destroying  track,  and  then 
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marcli  to  Graham's  or  direct  on  Duncanville.  A.t  any  moment  you 
desire  I  can  drive  Wheeler  into  the  Edisto,  and  I  think  save  any  bridge 
you  may  name.  Yesterday  about  200  rebels  made  an  efi'ort  to  hold  the 
Salkehatchie  till  the  bridge  was  burnt,  but  the  Ninety-second  Illinois 
dismounted,  charged  over  the  bridge,  all  on  fire,  drove  off  the  rebels, 
and  saved  the  bridge.  I  only  mention  this  to  show  you  the  spirit  of 
my  men. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hbqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Lowry^s  Station, 
South  Carolina  Railroad,  February  7,  1865. 
General  Kilpateick, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 
General  :  Your  note  of  2  p.  m.  is  received.  We  are  all  on  the  road 
and  will  break  road  all  to-morrow,  and  then  move  up  toward  Augusta. 
You  can  remain  where  you  are  and  try  and  secure  the  bridge  at  the 
head  of  Young's  Island.  I  will  pass  the  Edisto  above  that  point  and 
as  high  as  Guignard's  Bridge.  Make  a  good  break  whilst  you  are  about 
it.  If  you  feel  confident  you  may  move  up  the  road,  making  occasional 
breaks,  and  meet  us  on  your  return  about  White  Pond  in  two  days  after 
to  morrow.  I  will  order  Davis'  corps  to  come  round  through  Barnwell 
to  White  Pond  or  Windsor.  Don't  risk  much,  but  keep  your  horses 
and  men  well  in  hand. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  in  the  Field, 

Lowry's  Station,  February  7, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Hilton  Head: 

We  are  on  the  railroad  at  Midway ;  weather  bad,  waters  high,  and  roads 
bad.  These  may  force  me  to  turn  against  Charleston  before  crossing 
the  Santee.  Enemy  have  retreated  east  and  north  across  the  Edisto. 
We  will  break  up  fifty  miles  of  this  road  toward  Augusta  and  then 
move  over  toward  Columbia.  Watch  Charleston  close  and  threaten  at 
Bull's  Bay.  Hatch's  force  should  now  get  across  to  the  Edisto  about 
Jacksonborough  and  Willstown.    Slocum  is  not  yet  up. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  14.  )  Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  February  7,  1865. 

The  major-general  commanding  being  compelled  by  wounds  to  relin- 
quish for  the  present  the  command  of  the  department,  takes  this 
opportunity  to  express  to  the  ofl&cers  and  men  of  the  Coast  Division, 
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under  Brig.  Geu.  John  P.  Hatch,  his  approbation  of  their  good  conduct 
during  the  operations  on  the  liue  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Itail- 
road  since  November  last. 

At  the  battle  of  Honey  Hill,  on  November  30,  although  unsuccessful 
in  the  attempt  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  forts,  the  division  still  main- 
tained the  fight  with  unwavering  steadiness  during  the  day,  and  retired 
from  the  field  after  nightfall  in  good  order  and  unpursued.  Their  losses 
attest  alike  their  courage  and  discipline. 

At  Deveaux's  Neck,  near  the  Coosawhatchie  turnpike,  on  December  6, 
tlie  advance,  in  number  much  inferior  to  the  opposing  force,  met  the 
rebels  in  an  open  field,  and  drove  them  from  the  ground,  captured  one 
flag,  forced  them  to  seek  safety  in  flight,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded 
in  our  hands,  and  thus  occupied  a  position  from  which  the  railroad 
was  under  the  easy  fire  of  our  guns. 

On  December  9  the  skirmish  line  forced  its  way  to  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  railroad  and  the  forts  which  guarded  it,  remaining  there  under  a 
most  galling  fire  until  an  opening  had  been  cut  through  the  woods 
between  our  batteries  and  the  road,  and  thus  perfected  the  work  so 
gallantly  begun  upon  the  6th. 

The  division  has  obeyed  all  orders  promptly  and  cheerfully,  and  since 
its  co-operative  movements  with  General  Sherman's  army  has  vigilantly 
watched  the  enemy  at  its  front,  has  promptly  seized  each  fortified 
position  upon  the  first  indication  of  a  proposed  withdrawal  on  the  part 
of  the  rebels,  and  has  thus  inspired  the  commanding  general  with  the 
belief  that  it  will  continue  to  do  faithfully  and  well  the  work  allotted  to 
it  in  the  great  campaign  which  is  being  prosecuted  in  South  Carolina. 

To  Brigadier-Generals  Hatch  and  Potter,  who  have  commanded  this 
force,  and  to  all  the  gallant  officers  and  men  under  them,  the  major- 
general  commanding  tenders  his  thanks  for  the  past  and  his  earnest 
wishes  for  their  continued  success. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Hdqks.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  (i.  C,  February  7, 1865. 

Col.  N.  Haughton, 

Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers : 
Colonel  :  We  have  advanced  to-day  two  miles  and  a  half  or  three 
miles  on  the  railroad,  and  a  little  farther  on  the  turnpike,  and 
intrenched  for  the  night,  but  understanding  that  there  are  some  vet- 
eran troops  in  front  of  us,  I  have  concluded  that  we  need  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Ohio.  If  at  daybreak  the  enemy  have  not  evacuated  the  works 
in  your  front,  move  by  the  shortest  route  to  the  Salkehatchie  bridge, 
where  you  will  receive  orders  from  me.  If  the  enemy  have  evacuated 
at  that  hour  follow  them  up  cautiously,  and  communicate  the  informa- 
tion to  me  at  Pocotaligo.  Direct  the  One  hundred  and  seventh  Ohio 
to  move  by  the  shortest  road,  which  will  be  up  the  river  from  the 
church  to  the  intrenchments  at  the  railroad  depot. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 
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Hdqks.  Coast  Division,  Department  op  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  February  7, 1865. 
Col.  W.  W.  Mabple, 

Thirty -fourth  U.  8.  Colored  Troops  : 
Colonel  :  By  direction  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding,  yon 
will  move  to-night,  leaving  two  companies  in  your  present  camp.  At 
daybreak  to-morrow  morning  you  will  relieve  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio, 
which  has  other  orders.  You  will  keep  your  pickets  well  advanced, 
and  if  the  enemy  evacuate  the  forts  in  your  front  you  will  occupy  them 
immediately,  putting  their  present  rear  in  condition  of  defense.  You 
will  communicate  to  these  headquarters  at  least  three  times  in  each 
twenty-four  hours.  The  four  mounted  orderlies  will  be  distributed, 
two  at  your  headquarters  and  two  at  Garden's  Corners,  for  use  of  tele- 
graph. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dbpt.  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  8.  C,  February  7,  1863. 
Col.  A.  S.  Haetwell, 

Commanding  Brigade  U.  8.  Forces : 
Colonel:  In  accordance  with  verbal  instructions  received  from  the 
major-general  commanding  the  department,  your  brigade  will  be  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  ofBcer  of  this  district  during  the 
contemplated  movement  now  on  foot. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig : 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  8.  C,  February  7,  1865. 
Col.  A.  S.  Hartwell, 

Commanding  Brigade  U.  8.  Forces,  Folly  Island,  8.  C.  : 
Colonel:  The  detachment  of  engineers  at  this  post   has  been 
ordered  to  report  to  you  this  evening  after  dark.    They  will  be  attached 
to  your  command  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  the  bridge  on  the 
right  of  Cole's  Island. 
By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Florida 

Tallahassee,  February  7,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Scammon,  or 
Officer  Commanding  U.  8.  Forces, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. : 
General:  I  am  informed  that  on  the  1st  instant  Lieut.  Col.  A.  H. 
McCormick  of  the  C.  S.  service,  went  to  your  lines  near  Jacksonville,' 
under  flag  of  truce,  and  met  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  service  also  under 
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flag  of  truce.  The  U.  S.  officer  not  feeling  authorized  to  accord  to  the 
proposition  made  to  him  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCormick  informed 
him  that  he  would  refer  the  matter  to  you,  and  the  two  officers  agreed 
to  meet  the  next  day  at  Price's,  near  Cedar  Creek. 

It  was  mutually  agreed  between  the  two  officers  that  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McCormick  should  encamp  that  night  beyond  our  picket-line, 
at  a  place  known  as  the  White  House.  The  next  day  he  met  the  U.  S. 
officer,  agreeably  to  appointment,  at  Price's,  and  after  transacting  the 
business  on  which  they  met,  the  U.  S.  officer  informed  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McCormick  that  about  7  p.  m.  on  the  day  before  (the  1st)  a 
party  of  U.  S.  troops  had  captured  two  of  our  scouts,  Privates  Massey 
and  Beckham,  at  Turknott's  Point  very  near  the  White  House.  As 
this  capture  was  made  pending  the  flag  of  truce,  and  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCormick's  camp,  I  must  suppose  it 
was  made  without  your  authority,  and  was  unauthorized  and  unjusti- 
fiable under  the  circumstances.  I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  you 
will  cause  the  two  men,  Massey  and  Beckham,  to  be  returned  to  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel McCormick.  I  will  add  that  in  May  last,  whilst  a  flag  of 
truce  was  pending  on  the  Baldwin  road,  a  party  of  our  troops  captured 
your  pickets,  to  the  eastward,  on  the  King's  road.  As  soon  as  the  cir- 
cumstances came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  C.  S.  officer  commanding  in 
that  vicinity  the  men  captured  were  promptly  returned  to  their  com- 
mand within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces.  And  more  recently,  when 
I  was  in  command  at  Charleston,  a  corporal  and  private  of  the  TJ.  S. 
Army  were  captured  near  Port  Eoyal  under  circumstances  which,  in 
my  opinion,  rendered  the  capture  unjustifiable.  I  promptly  returned 
them  to  their  command  without  waiting  for  any  representation  of  the 
case  by  the  U.  S.  commander  in  that  quarter. 

J.  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JOXES, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  February  7,  1865. 
General  M,  C.  Meigs, 

Qtiartermaster- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington: 
A  few  days  since,  by  the  breaking  down  of  two  of  our  small  steamers 
and  the  sinking  of  another  while  on  an  expedition  up  the  Chowan 
River,  I  found  there  was  not  a  single  steamer  that  could  be  used  ibr 
the  ordinary  work  in  this  harbor.  A  small  steamer  called  the  Ulysses 
was  lying  in  the  harbor  at  Beaufort,  and  as  we  were  very  much  in  need 
of  her  I  authorized  her  charter  at  the  u8ut,1  Government  rates.  This 
was  at  the  time  a  positive  necessity.  The  recent  movements  of  General 
Sherman  and  the  orders  received  from  him  have  changed  the  face  of 
matters  here  very  much,  and  it  is  probable  that  our  transportation  of 
all  kinds  will  have  to  be  materially  increased.  My  instructions  are  to 
prepare  to  forward  supplies  for  70,000  meu  and  40,000  animals.  These 
instructions  are  confidential  to  me.  In  view  of  all  this  I  hope  you  will 
consider  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the  service  to  confirm  the  contract 
with  the  Ulysses,  and  to  empower  me  to  secure  such  transportation  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  service  may  call  for  from  time  to  time.  I  am 
obliged  at  such  a  time  as  this  to  communicate  with  you  direct,  as  uj)  to 
this  time  I  have  no  regular  communication  with  either  General  bher- 
man  or  General  Foster.    A  railroad  construction  party  of  1,200  men, 
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under  command  of  Colonel  Wright,  lias  just  arrived.  Another  party 
of  the  same  arrived  last  week  from  the  North.  These  last  were  350. 
The  former  command  came  from  Greneral  Sherman's  army. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Annapolis,  February  7,  1865. 

(Received  12.35  p.  m.) 
Colonel  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
I  arrived  here  an  hour  after  Brigadier-General  Meagher  sailed  with 
his  troops.    I  was  under  orders  to  report  to  him.     Shall  I  wait  for  the 
arrival  of  rest  of  the  Provisional  Division,  or  go  to  some  other  point  for 
transportation  ? 

S.  P.  CARTER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  7,  1865 — 3.40  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Annapolis,  Md. : 
The  chief  of  staff  directs  that  you  remain  at  Annapolis  in  charge  of 
troops  of  the  Provisional  Division  whicli  may  arrive  there,  seeing  them 
properly  provided  for  until  transportation  is  furnished,  and  will  then 
report  to  General  Meagher,  at  New  Berne,  via  Beaufort. 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hbqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  8, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  Confederate  Army: 
General  :  Tours  addressed  to  General  Howard  is  received  by  me.* 
I  hope  you  will  burn  all  cotton  and  save  us  the  trouble.  We  don't 
want  it,  and  it  has  proven  a  curse  to  our  country.  All  you  don't  burn 
I  will.  As  to  private  houses  occupied  by  peaceful  families,  my  orders 
are  not  to  molest  or  disturb  them,  and  I  think  my  orders  are  obeyed. 
Vacant  houses  being  of  no  use  to  anybody,  I  care  little  about,  as  the 
owners  have  thought  them  of  no  use  to  themselves.  I  don't  want  them 
destroyed,  but  do  not  take  much  care  to  preserve  them. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commandinq. 


General  Orders,  )   War  Dept..  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  18.  )  Washington,  February  8,  1865. 

Hospital  transports  and  hospital  boats,  after  being  properly  assigned 
as  such,  will  be  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Depart- 

*  See  Wheeler  to  Howard,  February  7,  p.  330. 
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ment,  and  will  not  be  diverted  from  their  special  purposes  by  orders 
of  local  or  department  commanders,  or  of  ofQcers  of  other  staff  depart- 
ments. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special       )  Hdqes.  Mil.  Bjv.  op  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Orders,  \  in  the  Field,  Lowry% 

^o.  25.  )  February  8, 1865. 

The  next  movement  will  be  against  the  railroad  at  any  point  between 
Orangeburg  and  the  Congaree,  as  near  Orangeburg  as  possible. 

I.  The  Eight  Wing  is  charged  with  the  destruction  of  the  South  Caro- 
lina Railroad  from  and  including  the  Edisto  bridge  to  Blackville,  and 
the  Left  Wing  with  the  engineer  regiment  and  the  cavalry  will  destroy 
from  Blackville  west  as  far  as  possible. 

II.  Major-General  Howard  will  move  the  Seventeenth  Corps  by  the 
State  road  to  Binnaker's  and  Holman's  Bridges,  feign  at  one  and  cross 
at  the  other,  and  move  on  Orangeburg. 

The  Fifteenth  Corps  will  move  up  the  railroad  to  a  point  about  four 
miles  west  of  Graham's  Station,  and  after  having  finished  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  railroad  to  Blackville  will  cross  the  Edisto  by  Holman's 
Bridge  or  the  head  of  Young's  Island  and  move  in  support  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Corps. 

III.  The  Twentieth  Corps  will  move  to  Blackville  and  continue  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad  westward,  and  the  Fourteenth  Corps  will 
come  up  on  the  road  about  White  Pond  or  Williston  and  as  soon  as  the 
destruction  of  the  road  is  complete  will  cross  the  Edisto  at  the  head  of 
Young's  Island  or  at  Guignard's  Bridge,  and  push  out  to  the  Orange- 
burg and  Edgefield  road,  ready  to  move  on  Orangeburg  or  Columbia, 
according  to  developments. 

IV.  The  cavalry  will  continue  to  act  in  concert  with  the  Left  Wing, 
will  burn  the  raikoad  as  far  west  as  possible,  and  cross  the  Edisto  to 
the  Edgefield  road  at  the  same  time  with  the  Left  Wing.  All  troops 
will  lean  toward  Orangeburg  until  it  is  known  that  the  Eight  Wing  has 
made  a  secure  lodgment  at  or  near  Orangeburg. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman : 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  8, 1865. 
General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing: 
General  :  I  would  like  to  hear  from  the  Edisto  bridge.  It  is  very 
important  that  it  be  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  else  by  ourselves.  Better 
send  word  back  to  any  wagons  that  have  followed  your  track  to  join 
you  via  Graham's,  crossing  the  Salkehatchie  at  Buford's.  I  sent  a 
courier  back  last  night  to  Corse  and  Slocum,  but  have  not  heard  of 
them  to-day.  Kilpatrick  will  start  from  Blackville  to-morrow  for 
Aiken  to  break  road  as  near  Augusta  as  possible. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAF, 

Major- Oeneral. 
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Hdqrs.  Depaktment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Midway,  8.  C,  February  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 
General  :  Captain  Henley,  of  General  Blair's  staff,  who  conducted 
a  reconnaissance  to  Walker's  or  Valley  Bridge,  has  just  returned.  He 
drove  in  the  rebel  pickets  to  their  bridge-head  and  forced  them  to  aban- 
don it  and  cross  the.river.  .The  rebels  then  fired  the  bridge,  already 
prepared  for  burning,  and  opened  on  him  with  artillery.  He  says  they 
have  good  works  on  the  other  side,  and  at  least  a  section  of  artillery. 
He  saw  a  force  that  he  estimated  at  the  strength  of  two  regiments. 
This  bank  of  the  river  is  swampy,  with  a  single  causeway  approaching 
the  bridge.  The  reconnaissance  late  last  evening  by  a  regiment  of 
infantry  caused  the  rebels  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge,  so  that  the  bridges 
across  the  Edisto  are  all  destroyed  in  this  vicinity.  General  Blair  has 
nearly  completed  the  destruction  of  that  part  of  the  railroad  assigned 
to  his  command.  General  Logan  reports  that  his  work  is  done,  and 
well  done.  The  road  is  now  destroyed  from  Graham's  to  the  Edisto, 
including  the  railroad  bridge.  I  believe  the  distance  is  twelve  miles. 
A  negro,  who  came  from  Branchville  last  night,  says  there  were  only 
about  forty  soldiers  there;  that  the  rebels  were  being  transported 
toward  Columbia  on  the  cars,  and  that  some  few  had  been  sent  toward 
Charleston. 

Eespectftdly, 

O.  O.  HOWABD, 

Major -General. 


Special        )        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ko.  34.  )  Midway,  S.  C,  February  8, 1865. 

I.  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  command- 
ing, will  move  as  follows,  commencing  to-morrow :  One  division  by  the 
most  direct  route  across  Sikes'  Creek  to  cross-roads  nearest  to  Holman's 
Bridge.  The  division  will  take  up  a  strong  position  here  and  push  for- 
ward a  reconnaissance  to  Holman's  Bridge;  hold  this  point  as  an  out- 
post till  the  arrival  of  the  rest  of  the  corps.  The  other  two  divisions 
will  move  via  Graham's  by  the  road  south  of  the  railroad  to  the  Barn- 
well and  Orangeburg  road  ;  remain  at  that  point  until  they  have 
destroyed  the  railroad  between  Graham's  and  Blackville,  then  move  on 
and  join  the  leading  division. 

II.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Major-General  Blair  commanding, 
will  move  by  the  most  direct  route,  starting  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow,  to 
Binnaker's  Bridge;  secure  a  lodgment  on  the  other  side  of  the  Edisto 
and  lay  the  bridge  preparatory  to  moving  forward.  The  bridge  train 
and  department  headquarters  will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  Headquarters  will  move  to-night  at  the 
point  easiest  of  access  between  Holman's  and  Binnaker's  Bridges. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Lowry's  Station,  8.  C,  February  8, 1865. 
Major-General  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Corps: 
General:  The  generalin-chief  desires  that  you  will  make  a  recon- 
naissance to  Cannon's  Bridge,  ascertaining  thereby  the  nature  and  con- 
dition of  the  crossing  at  that  place. 
I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bamberg,  8.  C,  February  8, 1865. 
Maj.  Ceu.  William  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General  :  The  commanding  general  requests  that  you  will  hold  one 
brigade  of  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  on  a  reconnaissance  in 
the  direction  of  Cannon's  Bridge,  subject  to  further  orders;  men  to 
carry  one  day's  rations  and  forty  rounds  of  ammunition. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Bamberg,  8.  C,  February  8, 1865. 

Capt.  Gordon  Lofland, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  2d  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  the  "order 
of  General  Hazen,  I  marched  my  brigade  this  afternoon  to  Cannon's 
Bridge  on  the  Edisto  Eiver;  I  found  no  enemy  on  this  side  of  the  river, 
but  found  him  in  works  on  the  north  bank.  At  the  point  where  the 
works  are,  and  for  a  long  distance  both  below  and  above  the  bridge, 
there  is  a  swamp  about  600  yards  wide  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
1  threw  forward  a  line  of  skirmishers  through  the  swamp  to  the  main 
stream  and  found  that  [the]  bridge  had  been  burned,  that  there  was  a 
line  of  works  along  the  bank  of  the  river  several  hundred  yards  in 
length  with  an  embrasure  in  it,  covering  the  road;  the  works  seemed  to 
be  well  manned ;  the  men  could  be  seen  and  heard  all  along  them.  I 
think  that  a  crossing  might  be  effected  here  without  very  much  diffi- 
culty, as  the  main  stream  does  not  seem  to  be  very  large;  the  distance 
from  this  camp  to  the  bridge  is  about  five  miles;  the  road  is  a  very  bad 
one;  I  believe  that  one-tburth  of  it  is  covered  with  water.  After 
ex^ianging  some  shots  with  the  enemy,  having  learned  all  that  could 
be  learned  about  his  position  and  strength  without  making  a  positive 
attack,  I  withdrew  my  line  and  returned  to  camp. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  JONES, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Headquartees  Fifteenth  Akmy  Cokps, 

Bamberg,  8.  C,  February  8,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
General,  :  I  am  instructed  by  thegeneral  commanding  to  request  you 
to  move  your  division  along  the  direct  road,  via  Angley's  Post-Office, 
Buford's  Bridge,  the  crossing  of  the  Little  Salkehatchie  at  Spriagtowu 
Meeting  House,  and  the  Little  Salkehatchie  Eiver  road,  to  the  point 
of  intersection  of  that  road  with  the  Barnwell  and  Orangeburg  road, 
just  south  of  the  South  Carolina  Eailroad.  Corps  headquarters  will 
"be  to-morrow  night  at  that  point,  and  the  whole  command  will  move 
the  next  day  to  the  Edisto  Eiver,  with  a  view  to  crossing.  Should  you 
not  overtake  the  rest  of  the  corps  at  the  river,  please  cross  at  such 
point  as  we  may  have  crossed  and  join  the  general  commanding  with 
your  division  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        )       Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 
Field  Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

^o.  11.  )  In  the  Field,  8.  C,  February  8,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  to-morrow,  the  9th  instant, 
as  follows,  viz  : 

First.  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  Colonel  Hughes,  as  an 
advance. 

Second.  Third  Brigade  Infantry  at  7  a.  m.  with  one  regiment  in 
rear  of  battery  and  one  regiment  with  tool  wagon,  to  be  thrown  for- 
ward at  6  a.  m.,  if  possible,  as  far  as  Cowpen  Branch,  to  repair  roads 
at  this  point  sufficient  to  pass  teams,  when  it  will  move  on  to  Elvers' 
Bridge,  halting  there  until  the  column  shall  have  come  up. 

Third.  First  Brigade  Infantry  at  6  a.  m.  with  its  regiments  march- 
ing by  the  side  of  the  division  ordnance  and  supply  trains,  extending 
so  as  to  invest  them  as  much  as  possible. 

Fourth.  Trains  at  6  a.  m.  as  follows:  First,  train  of  Third  Brigade; 
second,  ambulances;  third,  trains  of  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry 
and  Seventeenth  Army  Corps;  fourth,  ordnance  and  supply  trains; 
fifth,  trains  of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades. 

Fifth.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  which  will  march  as  soon  as  the 
trains  shall  have  passed,  forming  the  rear  of  the  column. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse : 

L.  H.  EVEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Midway,  8.  C,  February  8, 1865, 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General  :  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  General  Sherman's  order 
of  march.*    The  general  suggests  that,  although  the  time  of  moving  is 
not  indicated,  you  make  preparations  to  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  See  p.  343. 
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Special  Orders,  )         Hbqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  36.  \  Midway,  S.  C,  February  8, 1865. 

VI.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movement  to-morrow : 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance,  and  will  move  his  command  forward  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  Augusta 
road. 

2.  Brig.  Gen,  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow 
the  First  Division,  moving  forward  from  his  present  position  at  8  a.  m. 

3.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
follow  the  Third  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9  a.  m. 

4.  The  train  of  department  headquarters  and  of  these  headquarters 
will  follow  the  troops  of  the  First  Division. 

5.  The  bridge  train  will  move  next  after  the  train  of  the  Third 
Division. 

******* 

Bv  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  OADLB,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Midway,  8.  C,  February  8, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
General  :  I  send  you  an  escaped  prisoner  who  has  some  information 
that  mav  be  of  importance.    If  what  he  states  is  true  I  think  we  might 
be  able  to  capture  some  of  the  heavy  artillery  of  the  enemy. 

I  remain,  general,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  ^  '  JOS.  A.  MOWEE, 

Major- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Midway,  8.  C,  February  8, 1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division: 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  withdraw 
the  two  regiments  of  your  command  now  on  the  railroad  and  place  them 
in  the  position  assigned  last  night  in  your  line.    The  First  Division  is 
waiting  for  their  movement  in  order  to  take  the  line  assigned  them. 
Very  respectfully,  c.  CADLE,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- Generrtl. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdors  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Midway,  8.  C,  February  8, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

In  compliance  with  the  within  order  you  will  bring  the  Eleventh 
Iowa  and  the  Thirty-second  Illinois  up  and  place  them  m  the  position 
assigned  last  night. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith :  ^^   ^^^^^  ^^^ 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Nine  Miles  North  of  Brighton,  February  8, 1865. 

Oaptaiu  Dechert, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Captain:  Note  received.  Will  push  to  Barnwell  as  directed.  Baird 
crossing  Dry  Gall  Creek.  Carlin  in  charge  of  trains,  &c.,  at  Lawton- 
ville.  Morgan  left  Sister's  Ferry  this  morning.  Was  delayed  by  non- 
arrival  of  provisions.  Will  make  twenty  miles  with  whole  corps 
to-morrow.  Advance  will  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Erwiuton  or  Allendale 
Post-Office.  Eoads  almost  impassable  yesterday,  but  improving  rap- 
idly to-day. 

Very  respectfully, 

JEF.  0.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Mdjor-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Six  Miles  North  of  Brighton,  S.  C,  February  8, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  push  on  at 
daylight  in  the  morning  by  this  road  (the  road  to  Ingram's),  with  all 
your  trains,  instead  of  sending  them  to  report  to  General  Carlin.    This 
road  is  splendid  so  far. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  &c., 

A.  C.  MoCLURG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Lowry^s  Station,  S.  C,  February  8, 1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps : 

General:  I  am  directed  by  General  Sherman  to  say  he  desires 
you  to  place  your  entire  command  at  Graham's,  and  use  all  possible 
force  in  the  destruction  of  the  railroad,  doing  the  work  thoroughly  by 
twisting  rails  and  burning  ties.  Accomplish  as  much  of  this,  work- 
ing toward  Augusta,  as  you  can.  Hold  your  command  in  readiness  to 
move  to  Blackville  to-morrow,  awaiting  further  orders  therefor. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Communicate  with  General  Geary  and  get  him  up  if  possible. 

L.  M.  D. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Grahani's  Station,  February  8, 1865. 
Major  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  note*  from  General  Wheeler  to  Gen- 
eral Howard,  which  the  lady  delivering  it  said  was  to  be  opened  by 
the  first  general  officer  who  came  up;  General  Jackson  therefore 
opened  it. 

*  See  Wheeler  to  Howard,  February  7,  p.  330. 
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I  am  burniug  and  destroying  railroad  track  from  the  road  cross- 
ing one  mile  and  a  half  east  of  this  point  (where  my  advance  struck 
the  railroad  west),  and  shall  do  all  lean  to-day.    My  headquarters  will 
be  here.    I  find  over  350  bales  of  cotton  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Lowry^s  Station,  8.  C,  February  8, 1865. 
General  A.  S.  Williams, 

Graham's : 
Genebal  :  Tours  of  this  date  is  received.  Burn  all  cotton.  The 
Confederate  Congress  has  appropriated  all  cotton  to  its  own  use.  It 
is  the  only  cash  article  left  to  the  enemy.  I  send  you  a  letter  *  to 
Wheeler,  in  answer  to  his,  which  you  can  leave  with  the  lady  to  be  sent 
to  Wheeler  as  she  best  can.  Destroy  all  the  railroad  and  its  attach- 
ments, tanks,  sheds,  sewers,  everything  that  facilitates  its  use.  I  will 
send  you  orders  for  to-morrow,  which  amount  to  moving  up  to  Black- 
ville.  If  you  hear  of  Geary  to-day  in  reach,  turn  him  at  once  to  Black- 
ville.  Slocum  should  move  the  Fourteenth  Corps  toward  Willistou. 
I  think  the  Left  Wing  will  cross  the  Edisto  at  about  Guignard's  and 
Pine  Log  Bridges.  I  want  to  get  the  Left  Wing  on  the  Orangeburg  and 
Edgefield  road  as  soon  as  possible.  We  are  twisting  the  iron  here 
beautifully.  I  will  send  the  engineers  up  to  you  to-morrow;  they  do 
the  work  best. 


Yours, 


W.  T,  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General. 


Okdees.I  Headquaeteks  Twentieth  Cokps, 

Graham^  Station,  S.  G.,  February  8, 1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  to  Blackville, as  follows:  Third 
Division  at  7  a.  m. ;  First  Division  at  8  a.  m.  Each  division  will  take 
care  of  its  own  trains.  All  detachments  will  be  called  in  and  march 
with  their  commands.  The  work  of  destroying  the  railroad  is  to  be 
commenced  at  Blackville  and  continued  west,  this  part  of  the  road  to 
be  finished  by  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  General  Ward  will  march  one 
unencumbered  brigade  in  advance,  and  General  Jackson  will  march 
two  regiments  as  a  rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will  march 
with  the  rear  guard.  The  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march  in  rear 
of  the  advanced  brigade. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  ^lUiam^^^   mOYEE. 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaeteks  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Coeps, 

On  the  March,  February  8, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  Your  dispatches  were  received  by  me  at  6.30  this  morn- 
ing about  three  miles  north  of  the  Coosawhatchie  Swamp.    Those  for 

"^  *Seep.  342. 
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Generals  Slocum  and  Corse  I  forwarded  immediately.    I  expect  to 
encamp  to-night  at  Buford's  Bridge.    General  Slocum  is  several  miles 
to  the  rear.    All  getting  along  well. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GBAET, 
Brevet  Major- General, 

[Indorsement.] 

General  Williams: 

I  send  you  this  note  from  General  Geary,  which  will  indicate  to  you 
his  position  and  that  of  General  Slocum,  who  has  orders  to  turn  up 
toward  you.    Please  send  back  the  inclosed  order  to  General  Slocum.* 
I  am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Grahamh  Station,  February  8, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 
General  :  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you 
march  your  command  to  Blackville  to-morrow,  via  Ayers'  and  Mmmons' 
plantations.  The  bearer,  one  of  our  scouts,  will  guide  you.  You  will 
find  the  roads  good,  and  the  general  wishes  you  to  reach  Blackville 
to-morrow  night.  The  distance  will  be  about  eighteen  miles.  We  are 
at  work  desteoying  the  railroad,  and  the  whole  command  will  get  to 
Blackville  to-morrow  night.  The  Fifteenth  Corps  is  at  Lowry's ;  the 
Seventeenth,  farther^east.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  is  to  go  to  Wjlliston. 
Corps  headquarters  will  be  at  Blackville  to-morrow  night. 
Yery  jrespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistamt  Adjutant- Gener  I, 


Special        ^     Headquarters  Second  Division, 
Field  Orders,  >  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  9.  )  BuforWs  Bridge,  S.  G.,  February  8, 1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  at  6  a.  m.    Order  of  brigades : 
Second,  Selfridge's,  Third,  First.    Artillery  and  trains  will  march  in 
their  usual  relative  order. 
General  Pardee  with  his  brigade  will  take  charge  of  the  trains. 
******* 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Graham's,  S.  G.,  February  8, 1865. 
[General  J.  W.  Geary:] 

General  :  I  send  you  a  scout  to  show  you  the  road  from  Buford's 
Bridge  by  Ayers'  to  Nimmons'.    That  is  as  far  as  he  has  been.    But  I 

*  See  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  25,  p.  343. 
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know  there  is  a  good  road  from  there  to  Blackville,  which  any  negro 
can  show  you.    The  corps  marched  from  Nimmons'  to  Springtown  Meet- 
ing House.    The  road  as  far  as  we  have  been  over  it  is  good. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  ASMUSSEN, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquabtebs  Cavalry  Command, 

Blackville,  February  8,  1865—12  m. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

General:  I  will  encamp  to-night  at  Williston  and  destroy  some 
track;  February  9,  at  or  before  Windsor,  and  all  the  following  day  make 
demonstrations  toward  Augusta.  Will,  if  prudent,  destroy  Govern- 
ment property  at  Aiken,  and  as  much  railroad  as  possible  and  return 
to  Windsor.  I  will  be  prudent,  bold,  but  not  rash. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  KILPATEICK, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  8, 1865. 
General  Kilpatrick, 

Blackville  : 

General  :  I  have  just  received  your  note  in  cipher.  I  send  you  a  copy 
of  orders  for  the  next  move,  which  will  give  you  the  key  to  the  whole.* 
Wheeler  writes  to  General  Howard  oflfering  not  to  burn  cotton  if  we 
don't  burn  houses.  I  assured  him  that  he  would  oblige  me  by  burning 
cotton,  for  it  saves  us  the  trouble;  that  we  don't  burn  occupied  houses, 
but  if  people  vacate  their  own  houses  I  don't  think  they  should  expect 
us  to  protect  them.  You  may  burn  all  cotton;  spare  dwelling  houses 
that  are  occupied,  and  teach  your  men  to  be  courteous  to  women;  it 
goes  a  gTcat  ways;  but  take  all  provisions  and  forage  you  need.  Act 
as  though  you  are  to  be  followed  by  infantry.  I  expect  Hood's  army 
will  try  and  join  the  South  Carolina  army  about  Columbia  and  I  will 
try  and  interpose  again  at  Orangeburg.  I  will  order  the  Fourteenth 
Corps  to  Williston  and  Guignard's  Bridge  or  Pine  Log  Bridge.  Edisto 
is  narrow  and  easily  passed  up  there.  The  Orangeburg  and  Edgefield 
road  is  the  "key  line"  of  South  Carolina. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Command,  Army  op  Invasion, 

Williston,  8.  C,  February  8, 1865. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  field: 
Major  :  I  arrived  at  this  point  at  4  p.  m.  today  and  am  now  destroy- 
ing the  track.    I  can  find  no  force  of  the  enemy  between  the  railroad 

*  See^Special  Field  Orders,  No.  25,  p.  343. 
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and  the  Edisto,  save  small  picket  posts.  I  understand  that  all  the 
bridges  on  the  Edisto  are  strongly  guarded.  After  posting  my  pick- 
ets about  the  town,  an  attack  was  made  upon  a  portion  of  the  First 
Alabama  Cavalry,  holding  the  direct  road  to  Augusta.  Colonel 
Spencer  was  sent  out  with  his  brigade  to  feel  of  the  enemy,  and  ascer- 
tain his  strength.  A  fight  ensued,  in  which  six  regiments  of  Allen's 
division.  First,  Third,  Seventh,  Mutb,  Twelfth,  and  Fifty- first  Alabama, 
were  totally  routed.  Colonel  Spencer  alone  conducted  the  fight,  dis- 
playing much  skill  and  great  gallantry.  Several  hundred  stand  of 
arms  were  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  left  scattered  along  the  road. 
One  offlcer  and  many  men  were  killed,  and  a  large  number  wounded; 
several  prisoners  have  been  taken,  arid  are  still  coming  in.  Colonel 
Spencer  pursued  the  enemy  nine  miles  in  direction  of  Augusta  from 
this  point,  and  brought  back  to  me  as  trophies  the  flags  belonging  to 
the  Twelfth  and  Ninth  Alabama  Cavalry,  and  General  Hagan's  battle- 
flag.  From  prisoners  I  learn  that  Wheeler's  command  is  very  much 
scattered ;  that  he  has  with  him  Anderson's  division  and  Young's  Vir- 
ginia bi'igade  only.  Allen's  division  is  picketing  the  country  between 
the  Edisto  and  the  Salkehatchie.  Iversou's  division  is  upon  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  Salkehatchie,  and  Ferguson's  division  is  between  Brier 
Creek  and  the  Ogeechee.  I  find  plenty  of  corn  for  my  command,  and 
I  think  you  will  have  no  trouble  in  subsisting  the  animals  of  your 
whole  army  by  foraging  upon  each  side  of  the  railroad.  I  trust  that 
I  am  now  carrying  out  your  instructions,  and  that  my  operations  will 
be  satisfactory. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATKICK, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding  Cavalry. 

P.  S. — There  are  rumors  that  portions  of  Hood's  army,  and  some  dis- 
mounted cavalry,  independent  of  Lee's  corps,  are  between  this  point 
and  Augusta.    I  can  learn  nothing  reliable. 

J.  KILPATRICK. 


Headquaktees  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  8,  1865. 

Eear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgeen, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 
Admieal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  a 
leave  of  absence  from  the  War  Department,  and  that  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A. 
Gillmore,  TJ,  S.  Volunteers,  has  arrived  here  from  the  North,  with 
instructions  to  relieve  me,  temporarily,  of  the  command  of  this  depart- 
ment. In  consequence  of  which,  I  regret  to  state  that  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  meet  you  according  to  agreement  during  the  demonstration.  I 
am  requested  by  Major-General  Gillmore  to  say  that  he  will  do  himself 
the  honor  of  making  you  an  official  visit  as  soon  after  assuming  com- 
mand as  he  possibly  can.  If  you  are  not  within  this  harbor  at  the  time, 
he  will  follow  you  to  Charleston  Harbor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Tf^AJor-  General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqbs.  Nokthekn  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  8.  C,  February  8, 1865. 
Oapt.  G.  H.  Scott, 

Commandinfi  Fleet,  off  Charleston  : 
Captain:  I  am  requested  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Hartwell, 
through  his  aide,  now  commanding  U.  S.  forces,  FoJly  Island,  S.  C,  to 
ask  you  to  send,  if  possible,  two  monitors  without  delay  to  Stono  to-day 
for  cooperation  with  the  land  forces.  General  Schimmelfeunig  is  on 
his  way  to  Stono  and  cannot  be  referred  to  in  this  matter,  but  feel  fully 
justified  in  asking  you,  in  his  name,  to  accede  to  this  request.  I  have 
the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  dispatches  received  for  your  informa- 
tion. If  possible,  please  send  a  navy  tug  also  to  Stono  without  delay 
to  facilitate  the  transportation  of  light  artillery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjtitant- General. 


U.  S.  Steamer  John  Adams, 
Off  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  February  8,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  W.  Dickinson, 

Morris  Island,  iS.  C. : 
Sir :  Yours  of  this  date  is  leceived,  aud  in  reply  I  have  to  inform 
you  that  it  will  not  be  possible  to  send  two  monitors  to  Stono  as  you 
desire.  I  do  not,  in  the  first  place,  feel  authorized  to  move  them  from 
their  anchorage  without  the  admiral's  order,  and  this  evening  neither 
the  weather  nor  tide  will  admit  of  their  going.  I  have  ordered  a  tug 
to  proceed  immediately  to  Stono  and  report  to  the  commanding  army 
officer  as  desired. 

Very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  SCOTT, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  8, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig, 

Comdff.  First  Separate  Brigade,  department  of  the  South: 
General  :  I  have  received  a  leave  of  absence  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  now  here  to 
relieve  me  temporarily  of  the  command  of  the  department.  In  conse- 
quence of  which  I  shall  not  be  able  to  see  you  again  in  regard  to  the 
demonstration  proposed  to  be  made  on  James  Island.  I  desire  that  as 
strong  a  demonstration  be  made  as  possible  without  loss  of  life,  and 
that  you  co-operate  with  Admiral  Dahlgren  in  connection  with  the 
.^^ame.  General  Gillmore  will  make  you  a  visit  as  soon  as  possible 
after  assuming  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  .ami^Tj 

J.  G.  FOoTliiK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqks.  Xorthekn  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  KrigAde, 
Morris  Island,  S.  C,  February  8,  I860. 

Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig, 

Folly  Island,  S.  (.'.: 

General:  I  have  the  houor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  a 
request  received  through  Captain  Walton  from  Brigadier- General 
Hartwell,  I  have  asked  of  Captain  Scott  in  your  name  that  he  send 
two  monitors  to  Stono  without  delay  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating 
with  the  land  forces.  This  dispatch  was  sent  by  boat  to  the  fleet  and 
has  alread.y  arrived  there.  I  had  ijreviously  signaled  to  Captain  Scott 
at  2.30  o'clock,  in  accordance  with  a  like  request  received  earlier,  to 
"send  a  tug  to  Stono  if  possible.''  The  dispatch  was  limited  to  these 
words.  He  has  answered  me  that  he  will  do  so  when  the  tide  serves. 
In  the  letter  sent  by  boat  T  explained  to  him  what  this  tug  was  needed 
for,  viz,  for  facilitating  tlie  transpf)rtation  of  liglit  artillery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-OeneruL 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  op  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  S.  C,  Fcbrnary  8,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding,  <fcc'.,  Folly  Island,  N.  C. : 
General  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  Captain  Scott's 
reply*  to  my  letter,  and  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  at  the  time  General 
Hartwell  sent  his  request  through  Captain  Walton,  to  which  this  letter 
refers,  he  was  aware  of  your  being  on  yonr  way  down  to  Stono.  I  con- 
sidered, therefore,  that  if  the  general  being  on  the  spot,  and  knoAving 
(as  I  could  not)  the  urgency  of  the  case,  saw  lit  to  make  this  request 
in  such  a  way  as  to  leave  me  to  infer  that  great  liaste  in  the  matter 
was  absolutely  necessary,  I  did  not  consider  that  I  would  be  justified 
in  hesitating  as  to  my  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  W,  DICKINSON, 
Captain,  and  Actiu<i  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Huyii.'^.  NcniTHBRN  District.,  Dept.  of  the  Sovtii, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 

Morris  Island,  S.  C,  February  8,  1S65. 
General  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding,  tfcc,  Folly  Island,  >S.  C.  : 

General:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  message  in  the  case 
of  the  Frazier  to  Captain  Scott  was : 

The  Frazier  appears  to  be  disabled,  and  it  is  feared  liw  rudder  is  oone  She  is 
lying  outside  the  bar.  Will  you  please  send  a  tug  and  see  what  is  the  matter  and 
if  she  needs  assistance  to  tow  her  in  f  It  is  V(;ry  important  that  she  be  not  delayed 
longer  outside;  if  not  disabled,  she  will  immediately  come  inside  to  the  dock 

*  See  p.  353. 
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This  was  sigualed.  The  last  clause  was  a  postscript,  and  was  added 
to  save  the  time  it  would  have  taken  to  send  a  boat  with  orders  to  same 
effect.  The  Delaware  started  at  5.30  for  Stono,  having  the  hard  bread 
on  board.  The  Frazier  came  in  at  5.45,  landed  the  baggage  and  horses 
on  Folly  Island  dock,  and  proceeded  to  Stono.  The  baggage  was  sent 
down  in  an  ambulance  which  I  had  ordered  up.  Your  orderly  attended 
to  it.  I  sent  him  over  for  the  purpose,  and  he  reports  all  right.  The 
corporal  with  the  horses  and  the  other  orderlies  went  down  with  it 
The  orders  as  to  the  hard  bread  were  given  last  night  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bennett.  The  term  telegraphing  in  the  connection  used  meant 
signaling. 

"Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  DICKmSON, 
Captain  and  Actiiu/  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C,  February  8,  1865. 
Captain  BRinaEFORD,  (Jne  hundred  and  second  Illinois  : 

Captain  :  The  brigadier-general  commanding  was  not  aware  at  the 
time  the  order  was  sent  you  that  your  command  was  unarmed.  He 
therefore  directs  that  you  establish  your  camp  somewhere  in  the  vicinity 
of  Blair's  landing.  In  regard  to  conflict  with  orders  from  General 
Prince,  he  holds  all  troops  in  this  vicinity  as  in  his  command. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONAKD  B.  PEEKY, 
First  Lieut.,  FifUf-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  8,  1865. 
Major-Geueral  Schopield,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. : 

For  the  last  three  days  there  have  been  many  troops  arriving  in 
Bichmond  from  the  Valley  or  Southwest  Virginia.  This  is  evidently  a 
movement  to  get  troops  to  send  south  and  to  enable  the  enemy  to  hold 
Wilmington  also.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  quicker  you  can  bring 
your  troops  against  Wilmington  the  smaller  the  force  yon  will  have  to 
contend  against. 

II.  S.  GKANT, 

rAeutenant-  General. 

Quartermaster  at  Fort  Monroe  will  send  the  above  dispatch  aboard 
the  first  transport  going  to  Cape  Fear  Kiver,  and  place  it  in  the  hands 
of  a  commissioned  officer  to  be  delivered  to  General  Schofleld.  Trans- 
ports must  now  be  passing  hourly,  but  not  touching  at  Fort  Monroe. 
You  can  send  this  on  a  tug-boat  to  go  until  tliey  meet  one. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

J  lieutenant-  Genera  I. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  8, 1865. 
(Via  Fort  Monroe,  5  p.  m.,  11th.    lieceived  (i  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

I  arrived  here  this  morning  with  one  division;  have  had  very  rougli 
weather  and  been  much  delnyed  by  it.     I  liopt;  to  get  tlie  troops  all 
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lauded  by  to-uiorrow  night  and  send  the  transports  back  for  the  other 
divisions.  Tliere  is  no  apparent  change  in  the  situation  since  you  were 
liere.  I  propose  to  commence  operations  at  once  withont  waiting  for 
the  other  troops,  as  time  is  important.  I  think  I  can  take  Fort  Ander- 
son, and  possibly  Wilmington,  with  the  force  I  now  have. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELU. 

Mujor-Ge-neruL 


New  Berne,  N.  0.,  February  8, 1805. 

{Received  9.^5  a.  m.  11th.) 
(Jeneral  D.  G.  McOalllm, 

Munager  RaUroadu  : 
(range  of  Wilmington  and  Weldon  liailroad  is  the  same  as  the  New 
Berne  Railroad.  J.  have  therefore  concluded  to  adopt  that  gauge  for  this 
system  of  railroads,  namely,  four  feet  eight  and  one-half  inches,  <ind 
will  require  rolling  stock  accordingly.  Please  direct  Captain  Stark- 
weather to  report  at  New  Berne  instead  of  Savannah,  and  as  soon  as 
possible. 

W.  W.  WEIGHT, 
Colonel  and  (Jhief  of  Construction  Corps. 


CONFIIJK.N'J'IAI..  I  IluyUS.    DiSTKIOT   OF  NOETH   CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  February  8,  18G5. 
Maj.  Cen.  M.  C.  Meius, 

Quartermasfer-Geneml  U.  S.  Army,  WasJiington,  D.  C. : 
General:  In  several  confidential  communications  I  have  recently 
forwarded  to  you  I  have  mentioned  the  fact  of  my  having  received 
instructions  from  both  (Jeneral  Sherman  and  General  Foster  concern 
ing  the  contemplated  future  operations  in  this  State,  but  T  am  fearful 
that  unless  these  plans  have  been  made  known  to  you  ray  letters  will 
not  be  perfectly  understood.  1  have,  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
make  some  extracts  from  my  instructions.  General  Foster  writes  me 
on.  the  21st  ultimo,  speaking  of  General  Sherman,  as  follows: 

Ho  will  draw  his  siiiiplies  from  New  Berne  by  striking  the  railrciart  at  Goldabor- 
oiisli,  and  yon  (General  Palmer)  will,  therefore,  make  every  preparation,  not  only  to 
aid  promptly  and  eHiciently  the  forwarding  of  snpplies  Avheu  General  Sherman 
reaches  that  ])oint,  but  also,  &c. 

Again  he  writes : 

Prepare  for  lauding  and  forwarding,  either  from  New  Heme  or  ISeaufort  snpplies 
for  70,000  men  and  40,000  animals. 

And  a  note  is  added  that  these  supplies  are  to  conie  from  hero  (Hilton 
Head)  in  transports. 

Now,  if  the  railroad  is  put  in  order  it  can  do  the  work,  but  should 
we  not  make  our  calculations  to  forward  these  supplies  by  the  roads 
and  rivers,  in  case  the  enemy  destroys  the  railroad,  now  beyond  our 
reach?  With  all  the  secrecy  that  can  be  observed,  it  is  "in  tiie  air"  in 
all  this  part  of  the  country  that  Sherman's  army  will  march  through 
this  State,  and  it  will  surely  be  known  very  soon  that  his  supplies  must 
come  from  here.  If  the  wagons  are  to  come  with  the  40,000  animals, 
we  will  be  prepared,  but  nothing  is  said  in  my  letter  from  General 
Foster  of  wagons,  and  even  if  the  last  requisitions  for  them  from  here 
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lire  filled  we  will  have  barely  sufficient  to  supply  tlie  trooi)s  now  here. 
You  will  recollect  that  in  the  spring  of  last  year  every  wagon,  mule, 
and  horse  that  could  possibly  be  spared  was  sent  to'Virginia.  We 
had  here,  I  presume,  the  finest  land  transportation  in  the  countiy  at 
that  time. 

Kinston  is  thirty  miles  from  this  place  by  the  railroad  and  a  few 
miles  farther  by  the  country  road.  It  is  still  farther  by  the  river,  but 
I  could  easily  send  supplies  by  road  or  boats  if  the  proper  light  draft 
steamers  could  be  furnished.  The  stern-wheel  steamers  drawing  not 
more  than  three  feet  could  easily  i)erforni  the  work.  Goldsborough  is 
about  thirty  miles  from  Kinston,  and  if  the  enemy  perceive  that  our 
base  of  supplies  is  here  they  will  surely  destroy  as  much  of  the  road 
between  these  two  places  as  they  may  have  time  to  destroy.  You  will 
perceive,  therefore,  that  the  matter  of  transportation  (wagons  and 
small  steamers)  and  forage  is  one  for  serious  thought. 

I  shall  forward  with  this  a  requisition  for  an  additional  supply  of 
ambulances,  with  horses  and  harness.  The  re<iuisitions  inclosed  will 
call  for  other  articles,  the  necessity  for  which  is  apparent,  if  the  force 
here  is  to  be  materially  increased.  I  would  respectfully  but  urgently 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  quartermaster  to  take  the  position 
of  chief  of  his  department  is  very  much  ueeded  here.  A  short  time 
since  I  addressed  a  communication  on  this  subject  to  you,  but  I  have 
received  no  rejily.  A  man  of  thorough  business  habits  and  more  expe- 
lience  is  necessary  here  at  such  a  time  as  this.  If  the  interest  of  the 
service  will  admit  of  Col.  George  W.  Bradley's  coming  here,  even  for  a 
short  time,  1  make  an  earnest  application  for  him.  Colonel  Bradley  is 
energetic,  industrious,  intelligent,  and  he  has  the  happy  faculty  of 
infusing  his  spirit  into  all  of  his  subordinates.  I  feel  assured  that 
Colonel  Bradley  would  be  pleased  to  take  this  position,  even  tempo- 
rarily. At  all  events,  I  trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  furnish  me  with 
iv  quartermaster  senior  to  any  of  those  here,  provided  always,  he  is  a 
man  of  energy,  &c.  It  is  proper  for  me  here  to  remark  that  the  assist 
ant  quartei'master  now  here,  acting  as  chief  (juartermaster,  is  a  very 
correct,  intelligent  officer,  but  he  is  junior  to  some  of  his  department 
now  serving  in  the  district. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  IS".  PALMER, 
Brigadier-General,   U.  S.  YohmUers,  Commanding. 


Assistant  Quakteemaster's  Office, 
^irth  Street  Wharf,  Washington,  Fehrunry  8,  186:'). 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Second  Division,  Twenty-third  Corps: 
Sir  :  1  have  been  directed  by  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Rucker,  chief  quar- 
termaster, depot  of  Washington,  to  embark  about  2,550  men  of  your 
command  from  Alexandria  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  10th 
instant.  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  furnish  me  with  the  roster 
of  vour  command  from  this  day's  report,  that  the  proper  assignment 
of  the  troops  can  be  made.  I  would  also  request  you  to  inform  me  if 
the  headquarters  of  the  division  will  leave  with  the  first  transports  or 
remain  until  the  entire  division  has  embarked.  Unless  other  trans- 
ports arrive  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow,  the  horses  of  the  troops  which 
embark  on  the  10th  instant  will  have  to  remain  at  Alexandria  until 
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the  11th  or  12th  instant,  at  which  time  the  remainder  of  the  division 
will  be  shipped.  The  horses  can  be  stabled  by  the  quarterjnaster  at 
Alexaudi'ia  until  they  can  be  shipped.  Please  give  the  necessary 
orders  for  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  to  break  camp  at  S  a.  in. 
to-morrow.  I  Avill  have  boats  at  Giesborough,  at  the  lower  wharf,  to 
convey  them  to  Alexandria,  where  they  will  draw  five  days'  cooked 
rations,  and  will  be  quartered  at  the  Soldiers'  Itest  until  the  next 
morning.  Ten  days'  rations  in  bulk  have  been  placed  on  each  vessel. 
jMy  reason  for  naming  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  is  that  their 
strength  amounts  to  about  the  number  which  the  vessels  now  at  Alex- 
andria will  carry.  If  the  freezing  of  the  river  should  prevent  a  steamer 
from  running  from  Giesborough  to  Alexandria,  the  command  will  have 
lo  march  over  by  way  of  Long  Bridge.  If  convenient,  I  would  like  to 
see  the  division  quartermaster  at  my  office  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. Capt.  L.  L.  lyioore,  assistant  quartermaster  at  Giesborough,  will 
send  him  over  on  a  tug. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  ALLEX, 
Captain  and  Assistaiif  Quai-termaster. 


Special  Ordeks,  |  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  30.  S  Ciiy  Point,  Va.,  February  9,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  O.  E.  Babcock,  aide-de  camp,  will  proceed  without  delay 
and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofleld,  at  Fort  Fisher  or  vicinity,  for 
temporary  duty  as  per  verbal  instructions  given  him  by  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  instructions  he  will 
rejoin  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Lieuten ant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
A ssistant  A dj utant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  WaR-er\<i  Hovse,  near  Railroad,  Fehniai-y  9, 1805. 

General  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  ^\'ing  : 

General:  An  officer  has  just  left  me  for  Blackville,  where  Slocum 
will  arrive  with  Geary's  division,  which  completes  the  Twentieth  Corps 
at  Blackville. 

Davis  is  moving  for  Barnwell  and  will  come  up  to  the  west  of  Black- 
ville about  Williston.  I  have  ordered  Slocum  to  put  in  to-morrow  good 
on  the  railroad  and  then  look  to  crossing  the  Edisto  at  the  head  of 
Young's  Island  and  at  Guignard's.  I  want  you  to  eftect  a  crossing  at  or 
between  Binnaker's  and  Holman's  Bridges.  Do  it  in  your  own  way 
using  all  the  Seventeenth  Corps  and  one  division  of  the  Fifteenth  sent 
by  Logan  to  Holman's  Bridge.  If  you  can  secure  a  lodgment 
to-morrow  and  get  to  work  on  a  bridge  at  Binnaker's  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  cross  the  day  after  to-morrow.  All  accounts  agree  that  the 
road  from  Binnaker's  to  Orangeburg  is  better  than  from  Holman's.  I 
am  seven  miles  from  Binnaker's,  five  from  Holman's,  and  six  from  Black- 
ville. I  will  probably  go  up  to  Blackville  to-morrow  to  see  Slo(;um. 
Keep  me  well  advised  of  your  progress.    As  soon  as  Logan  completes 
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tlie  destvuction  of  tbe  road  to  Blackville  he  can  move  his  two  other 
divisions  down  to  Holman's,  or  wherever  you  need  him.  It  is  to  me 
l)atent  that  the  enemy  has  only  cavalry  at  the  Edisto,  and  we  must 
Iceep  it  busy  that  Kilpatrick  may  encounter  less  about  Aiken.  His 
movement  on  Aiken  besides  the  substantial  damage  will  disconnect 
the  part  of  Lee's  corps  that  did  not  get  over  the  railroad.  Proceed  to 
efiect  a  lodgment  on  the  north  of  the  Edisto  by  cautious  but  persistent 
oftbrts.  Once  across,  the  enemy  will  fall  behind  the  Santee. 
Yours. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Binnalcer^s  Bridge,  February  ,9,  1865. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

General:  Major-General  Mower  effected  a  crossing  of  the  Edisto 
this  evening  about  6  o'clock.  He  laid  a  pontoon  to  an  island,  and  as 
soon  as  he  had  got  one  brigade  over  he  pressed  on  across  the  island  and 
waded  the  swamp  beyond  and  effected  a  lodgment  on  what  appeared  to 
be  the  mainland.  He  met,  however,  a  skirmish  line  about  8  p.  m.  and, 
as  it  was  night,  concluded  to  intrench  and  wait  for  daylight.  The 
island  is  marshy,  and  the  water  in  the  main  swamp  between  two  and 
three  feet  deep.  The  men  swung  their  cartridge-boxes  around  their 
necks, 

I  am  inclined  to  think  the  crossing  at  Holman's  Bridge  is  no  worse 
than  this.  General  Hazen  has  crossed  some  men  over  a  half  mile 
above  the  bridge  and  cut  his  way  nearly  through  the  swamp.  Word 
has  just  come  that  Mower  has  driven  the  enemy  oif,  sent  back  a  regi- 
ment along  the  main  road,  and  has  taken  up  a  strong  position  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  river.  The  bridge  on  the  main  road  is  being  laid. 
Respectfully, 

().  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Wall-er's  House,  February  9, 1865—11  p.  m. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Comma )idi}uj  Right  Wing  : 
General:  Your  note  is  just  received.  General  Sherman  directs  me 
to  answer  saying  he  is  very  much  gratified  that  General  Mower  has 
effected  a  crossing  and  a  lodgment.  It  is  of  great  importance  and  he 
wishes  it  held  beyond  a  possibility  of  loss,  but  does  not  wish  General 
Slower  to  go  farther  at  present.  Complete  your  crossing  facilities, 
oetting  bridges,  &c.,  in  good  order  for  use.  Tomorrow  he  will  go  to 
see  General  Slocum  at  Blackville  and  hurry  up  matters  on  that  wmg. 
Have  you  any  news  yet  from  the  wagon  train  sent  back  from  Rivers 
for  bread,  Ac?  Let  Hazen  also  make  good  crossings,  looking  to  the 
move  on  Orangeburg  day  after  to-morrow  (11th). 

^'''"'^'•'  L.M.  DAYTON, 

A  ssistan  t  A  d jut  an  t-Gen  era  I. 
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General       j         Hkadqt-aktees  Departmekt  and 
Field  Orders,  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Xo.  9.  \      J^'ear  Biimaker's  Bridge,  IS.  C,  February  9,  1865. 

I.  The  attention  of  tlie  general  commanding  lias  been  called  by  offi- 
cers of  our  own  army  to  the  wanton  and  indiscriminate  destruction  of 
private  property,  bixrning  of  dwelling  houses,  plundering  and  pillaging 
the  houses  of  the  few  poor  people  who  have  remained  at  home,  &c. 
There  are  circumstances  under  which  it  is  proper  to  burn  the  houses 
and  other  property  of  citizens.  In  all  such  cases,  corps,  division,  a,nd 
brigade  commanders  will  order  its  destruction  and  report  their  action 
and  their  reasons  for  it  to  the  headquarters  of  the  corps  or  to  these 
headquarters. 

II.  Individual  foragers  are  seen  every  day  roaming  about  the  conn 
try,  often  mounted  on  some  worthless  "picked-up"  animal,  and  with- 
out other  authority  than  that  of  their  company  commander.    Tlie  atten- 
tion of  commanding  officers  is  called  to  this  discouraging  practice,  and 
renewed  efforts  are  demanded  to  regulate  the  system  of  foraging. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Railroad,  near  Gross-Roads,  February  9, 1865. 
Major-General  Howard  : 

General  :  The  First  and  Third  Divisions  are  in  camp  north  of  the 
railroad;  Woods  across  the  Holman's  Bridge  road,  with  Smith  upon  his 
right.  1  have  two  brigades  at  work  destroying  the  railroad,  one  work- 
ing toward  Blackvilleand  the  other  from  that  point  back  to  camp.  As 
soon  as  they  return  Avill  notify  you.  My  headquarters  are  on  the  rail- 
road at  the  Fogle  plantation,  near  the  crossing  of  the  Holman's  Bridge 
road. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

•lOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Binnalier^K  Bridge,  February  ,9,  1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  :  Your  note  was  just  shown  to  the  general.  He  desires  nie 
to  inform  you  that  General  Mower  is  across  the  river  below  the  enemy's 
])osition;  has  crossed  about  a  mile  of  swamp,  and  is  intrenching  on  the 
high  ground.  After  some  skirmishing  the  enemy  fell  back  from  his 
line  nearest  the  river,  but  is  thought  to  be  in  another  line  in  the  rear 
of  this.  Nothing  has  been  heard  from  General  Hazeu.  The  general 
is  anxious  to  hear  from  him,  whether  he  succeeded  in  effecting  a  cross 
ing  or  not. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

P.  S. — Have  just  heard  from  General  Hazen.  He  is  across.  The 
general  has  directed  five  boats  be  sent  him  in  the  morning,  and  desires 
that  you  direct  him  to  make  a  reconnaissance  in  the  morning  with  a 
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strong  skirmish  line,  and  tliat  if  he  finds  tl.e  cnemv  yone  to  take  posi 
tion  on  the  mainland  and  bnild  foot  bridges  through  the  swamp, 
tieneral  Mower  has  succeeded  in  driving  off  the  enemy  and  is  intrench- 
ing a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  the  river.  If  the  c-iiemy  has  not  left 
(Teneral  Hazen's  front  their  position  can  be  turned  bv  General  Mower 
Respectfully,  &c., 

A.  M.  VAN  UYKE, 
A  ssistK  nt  A  djntant-  Genera  I. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Armv  Corps, 

Oranf/ebwff  awl  Barnwell  Cross-Eoarls,  February  9,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  brigade  of  mv 
command,  ordered  to  Blackville  todestroy  the  railroad,  has  just  returned 
to  camp.  Colonel  Stone  reports  to  have  destroyed  from  1,200  yards  to 
a  mile  of  the  road  this  side  of  Blackville.  There  are  still  about  three 
miles  of  road  remaining  undestroyed.  No  other  troops  were  at  work 
between  this  place  and  Blackville. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

¥ear  Hohnan\<i  Bridge,  N.  C,  February  9,  1S65. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee: 
I  have  my  skirmish  line  at  the  river  bank,  which  is  bluff  on  this 
side;  on  the  one  opposite  a  cypress  swamp  extends  for  half  a  mile,  and 
the  road  runs  through  it  in  a  straigiit  line.  The  enemy  have  a  few 
sharpshooters  i)0Sted  on  this  road  about  100  yards  from  the  river.  I  can 
form  no  conjecture  of  f  heir  force  beyond  the  swamp.  1  have  a  cross- 
ing of  felled  trees  and  a  way  cleared  nearly  through  the  swamp  about 
half  a  mile  above  the  bridge  and  a  raft  completed  below  it,  and  will 
to-night  put  in  a  piece  of  artillery,  sweeping  the  road.  If  it  is  desired 
I  will  cross  a  brigade  in  the  morning  and  endeavor  to  force  away  what- 
ever may  be  beyond,  or  will  clear  the  road  with  artillery  and  push  a 
skirmish  line  or  light  force  through  the  swamp.  I  would  be  glad  if 
the  wishes  of  the  general  commanding  might  be  sent  me  by  the  bearer 
of  this.  It  will  require  four  boats  to  put  ii  pontoon  bridge  across  here, 
or  by  more  labor  one  could  be  made  without  boats. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W,  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 

This  note  is  sent  direct,  as  I  do  not  know  where  to  find  corps  head 
quarters. 

W.  B.  H. 
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Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Binnalcer'n  Bridge,  8.  C,  February  9, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Bivision,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  Your  note  is  received.  The  general  commanding  directs 
me  to  say  that  he  has  ordered  five  boats  to  be  sent  you  in  the  morning, 
with  which  you  can  cross  the  main  stream  with  one  brigade.  He  does 
not  wish  you  to  use  the  brigade  further  than  to  make  a  demonstration 
at  present.  General  Mower  has  succeeded  in  crossing  the  main  stream 
and  has  waded  the  swamp  for  a  mile  beyond  and  is  intrenching  him- 
self on  the  mainland. 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

p.  s, — General  Mower  has  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  off  and  is 
now  intrenching  on  the  mainland  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  river. 
The  enemy  will  probably  leave  your  front  during  the  night. 
Respectfully, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Graham's,  8.  C,  February  9,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  In  reply  to  communication  of  date,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  the  detail  of  one  brigade  from  my  command  has  destroyed 
about  one  mile  of  the  railroad  track,  completing  work  commenced  by 
the  Twentieth  Army  Corps.  I  cannot  state  whether  the  track  has 
been  destroyed  as  far  as  Blackville,  as  I  have  not  been  there. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Special       )   Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  IHth  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  8.  C, 

No.  12.  )  February  9,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  march  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow, 
the  10th  instant,  to  Lane's  plantation  (or  Springfield  [Springtown]  Meet- 
ing House)  in  the  following  order,  viz: 

First.  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  as  an  advance,  following 
verbal  instructions  already  received.  Second.  First  Brigade  Infantry, 
with  its  train,  and  Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  one  regi- 
ment to  be  thrown  in  rear  of  train  and  battery.  General  liice  will 
move  at  precisely  5.30  a.  m.,  this  being  an  exception  to  the  hour  above 
designated.  Third.  Trains  as  follows:  First,  supply  train;  second, 
ambulances;  third,  trains  of  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  and  Ninth  Illi- 
nois Mounted  Infantry ;  fourth,  trains  Second  and  Third  Brigades;  fifth, 
ordnance  train.  Fourth.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams, 
who  will  so  dispose  of  his  regiments  as  to  liave  tliem  guard  the  greatest 
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number  of  wagons ;  the  supply  and  orduauce  |  tiainsj  being  of  the  most 
importance  will  require  to  be  more  closely  watched.  Fifth.  Third  Bri- 
gade Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding. 

******* 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  (ien.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEETS, 
AHsifttant  A  (Ijktant-  General. 


HeadqT'ABters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Binnakerh  Bridge.,  H.  ('.,  February  9,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
One  regiment  of  the  First  Division  has  crossed  the  main  stream 
about  300  yards  below  the  road,  and  General  Mower  is  now  Jaying  a  pon- 
toon bridge.  The  enemy  have  not  yet  discovered  him,  and  are  still  in 
position.  There  is  a  swamp  between  where  he  landed  and  the  enemy, 
which  he  thinks  passable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKANK  P.  BLAIK,  Jr., 

Major- General. 


Hdqbs!.  Department  and  Army  oy  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Binnaker^s  Bridge,  February  9,  I860. 

Maj.  (ren.  F.  V.  Blair, 

Commanding  /Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 
General  :  The  general  commanding  Avishes  you  to  effect  a  lodg- 
ment on  the  other  side  of  the  river  by  making  a  detour  suflttciently  far 
to  your  left  to  turn  the  enemy's  position  without  loss.  He  is  satisfied 
that  the  enemy  has  nothing  but  two  pieces  of  artillery,  supported  by 
cavalry  in  small  force,  and  thinks  that  he  may  be  driven  oft'  by  persist- 
ent and  continued  efforts,  though  there  is  no  immediate  hurry. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Binnaker''s,  S.  C,  February  9, 1865— 8.30  p.  m. 

Capt.  A.  M.  VAN  Dyke, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  J)cpt.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  :  General  Mower  has  crossed  the  river  with  his  entire  com- 
mand, and  thinks  he  is  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  who  are  supposed  to  still 
be  in  position.    I  have  ordered  the  Third  Division  to  his  support,  one 
brigade  to  cross  and  one  to  remain  on  this  side. 

Eespectfully,  ^^^^^  p   ^^^^^^  ^^ 

Major- General. 
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Headqitarteh«  Left  Wing, 
Salkehatehie  Birer,  February  9,  I860. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aid e-de- Camp : 
Major  :  Geary's  division  leaving  liere  at  6  a.  ni.  to-day  and  will  reach 
Blackville  tonight.  I  ordered  tlie  Fourteentli  Corps  to  Blackville,  but 
in  view  of  the  movements  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  I  shall  direct  Davis 
to  some  point  Avest  of  Blackville.  Before  leaving  Savannah  I  applied 
for  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  also  for  one  of  the  engineer  regiments.  ] 
understood  that  both  applications  were  approved  by  General  Sherman, 
yet  1  have  not  had  an  engineer  soldier  with  me  and  have  had  but  six 
mounted  men.  All  my  messages  have  been  sent  by  footmen.  I  cannot 
to-day  send  a  mounted  njan  to  the  general-in-chief  nor  to  either  of  the 
coi'ps  commanders  under  me.  I  have  had  bridges  to  construct  in  water 
from  eight  to  fifteen  feet  in  depth  and  have  not  had  a  man  of  experience 
with  me.  If  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  retain  all  the  engineer 
troops  with  the  Eight  Wing,  I  earnestly  hope  that  at  least  one  com- 
pany of  the  First  Michigan  may  be  sent  to  this  wing.  I  also  ask  that 
at  least  100  good  cavalrymen,  under  good  ofticers,  may  be  permanently 
assigned  to  duty  with  n'le.  1  would  like  the  Ninth  IlHnois  Mounted 
Infantry. 

Very  respe(!tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- Getiei-al. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Graham^  Stafion,  February  9,  1865 — 12  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

BlachviUe : 
Dear  General:  Your  note  of  this  morning  is  received.  Williams 
moved  hence  for  Blackville  this  a.  m.  The  Michigan  Engineers  have 
been  ordered  to  your  flank  to  twist  railroad.  Tell  Williams  I  have 
inspected  his  work  here,  and  the  bars  are  not  twisted;  better  do  half 
the  quantity,  but  do  it  thoroughly;  unless  there  be  a  warp,  the  bar 
can  be  straightened  again.  All  the  cavalry  is  now  and  has  been  on 
your  flank.  Kilpatrick  was  last  niglit  up  at  Williston,  where  he 
whipped  a  division  of  cavalry,  and  is  moving  to  break  up  railroad  par- 
tially as  far  as  Aiken.  I  was  in  hopes  you  Avould  turn  Davis  off  below 
Coosawhatchie  Swamp,  through  Barnwell,  to  Williston  or  White  Pond. 
Get  him,  as  soon  as  possible,  at  work  on  the  railroad  from  Williston 
west,  and  in  the  meantime  have  the  bridges  at  Guignard's  and  Pine  Log 
examined,  so  as  to  cross  there,  or  at  the  head  of  Young's  Island.  My 
orders  of  yesterday  give  the  next  movement.  To-day,  Howard,  with 
the  Seventeenth  Corps,  is  moving  to  Binnaker's  Bridge.  Two  divis- 
ions of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  are  at  the  forks  of  the  roads  west  of  this, 
and  the  other  at  Holmau's  Bridge.  Don't  take  any  of  Kilpatrick's 
cavalry  to  make  escorts  or  orderlies,  for  he  has  to  light  and  contend 
now  with  double  and  nearly  treble  his  numbers.  For  courier  duty 
and  orderlies,  pick  up  horses  and  mount  drummers  and  non-combatants. 
If  necessary  to  get  horses,  break  up  teams  and  use  mules  for  ambu- 
lances, burning  up  the  empty  wagons.  Howard  has  no  cavalry  save 
one  fragment  of  mounted  infantry.  By  keeping  on  our  left  you  will 
have  henceforth  good  foraging  ground,  and  may  pick  up  horses  and 
plenty  of  forage.    Pine  Log  Ford  will  be  the  place  for  Kilpatrick  to 
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cross  over  the  South  Edisto.  rouv  best  points  will  be  the  head  of 
Young's  Island  and  Guigiiard's.  We  must  all  turn  amphibious,  for  the 
country  is  half  under  water.  IMower  had  to  fight  at  the  Salkehatchie 
with  his  men  uj)  to  their  armpits,  he  setting  the  example.  I  think  we 
can  spend  all  of  to-morrow  on  railroad  breaking,  but  next  day  we 
must  be  across  Edisto.  You  can  gain  time  on  Howard  as  he  swings 
against  Orangeburg.    Your  wing  will  move  on  Columbia. 


Y^ours, 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


Headquakteks  Left  Wing,  Akmv  of  Geougia,  ' 

BlacTcville,  8.  C,  Febmary  9,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  V.  Davis, 

Commandiiifi  Fourteenth  (Jorxis: 
(iENERAL :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  corps  through  Barnwell  to  Williston,  on  the  Augusta  and  Charles- 
ton liailroad.  He  wishes  the  railroad  destroyed  from  that  point  west 
as  far  as  possible,  until  you  receive  further  orders.  Williston  is  the 
tirst  station  west  of  Blackville. 

Very  respectfnllv,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DEOHEKT, 
Captain  ami  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


Hdqrs.  TiiiBij  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corfs, 

.l/*H(.s'  Farm,  Feltriiary  9,  1805. 
Col.  A.  C.  McClcrg, 

Assistant  Adjutan  t-  Genera  I : 
Colonel:  Please  say  to  the  major-general  commanding  that  I  have 
gone  into  camp  at  this  place,  which  is  twenty-nine  miles  from  Barn- 
well and  two  miles  from  the  forks  of  the  road,  marked  on  the  maps  as 
Gillett's  Church.  (I  get  these  distances  from  the  negroes.)  This  is  as 
far  as  I  thought  the  rear  of  the  command  could  reach,  and  as  the  last 
wagons  have  just  only  got  into  camp  at  0.30  o'clock,  I  think  I  v/as 
right.  Unless  I  receive  other  orders  I  will  march  toward  Barnwell  at 
f..a()  o'clock  in  the  morning  (prompt),  and  if  the  roads  are  fixir  will  get 
within  a  mile  of  it  to-morrow  night.  The  town  itself  was  burned  by 
our  ca  valrv  three  days  ago.  I  lost  three  hours  to  day  in  building  cross- 
ings over  streams.  The  last  one  turned  out  badly,  I  learn,  although  I 
lowered  the  water  on  the  road  nine'  inches  by  clearing  out  the  dam 
caused  by  the  fence  when  I  built  my  foot  bridge.  I  Avill  move  as  I  Irave 
stated  unless  I  receive  other  orders. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BAIlvi), 
lirevrt  Major-General,  Commandiwi  Division. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Blaelmlle,  S.  C,  February  9,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left   Wing,  Army  oj  Georgia : 
General:  I  propose  to  move  (reary's  division  and- Michigan  Engi- 
.'M■^;  iiloiiff  tlie  railroad    to-morrow  toward  Williston   Station   and 
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encamp  the  corps  at  that  place  to-morrow  night,  I  shall  use  the  Mich- 
igan Engineers  to  twist  the  railroad  iron;  the  infantry  to  pile  and 
burn.  If  this  meets  your  views  please  inform  me,  that  I  may  make  the 
necessary  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Blacliville,  »S'.  C,  February  9,  1865. 
Col.  J.  L.  Selfriuge, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division  : 
Colonel:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  make  a  recon- 
naissance with  your  brigade  to-morrow,  starting  at  7  a.m.,  to  Duncan's 
Bridge  over  the  Edisto  Eiver,  at  the  head  of  Young's  Island.  Gen- 
eral Slocum  is  very  anxious  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  crossing 
at  that  point,  the  force  of  the  enemy  there,  if  any,  the  state  of  the 
roads,  &c.  If  possible  General  Sherman  wishes  the  Left  Wing  to 
cross  there.  Major  Parks  will  accompany  you ;  more  detailed  iustruc- 
tious  have  been  given  him  for  transmittal  to  you.  Lieutenant  Ludlow, 
chief  of  engineers,  Left  Wing,  will  also  accompany  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headqtarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Blnclcville,  iS.  6'.,  Fehruary  9,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-Geueral  (tEARy. 

Commanding  Second  Division: 
General:  In  accordance  with  directions  from  Major-General 
Slocum,  your  division  is  to  remain  at  this  place  to-morrow  to  protect 
the  trains  of  the  corps,  which  are  to  be  left  here  to  await  the  result  of 
a  reconnaissance  which  will  be  made  to-morrow  by  Colonel  Selfridge's 
brigade  toward  Duncan's  Bridge.  The  general  commanding  desires 
that  you  Mill  send  one  of  your  brigades  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morn- 
ing to  take  the  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  railroad,  now  occupied 
by  the  First  Brigade  of  the  Third  Division.  The  balance  of  your 
troops  will  be  disposed  so  as  to  protect  the  trains.  Your  orderly  has 
been  detained  here  to  await  this  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEKKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        ^        Headquarters  Second  Division, 
Field  Orders,  [  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

^o.  10.  )  Near  Bluekville,  S.  C,  February  9,  1805. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  at  7  a.  ni.  Order  of  brigades: 
Third,  First,  Second.  Colonel  Miiidil  will  leave  two  regiments  as  rear 
guard  to  cover  the  trains. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  .Tohn  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chap.lix.]  correspondence,  ETC. UNION.  367 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South; 

Hilton  Head,  *S'.  C,  February  9,  1805. 
j.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmobe: 


General  :  In  turning  over  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
South  to  you  1  herewith  place  in  your  hands  the  instructions,  both 
public  and  confidential,  received  from  the  War  Department  and  from 
General  Sherman.  General  Sherman's  written  instructions  may  be 
modified  in  execution,  if  the  circumstances  warrant  it;  for  instance,  if 
the  enemy  show  a  disposition  to  evacuate  Charleston  lie  may  be  felt 
strongly,  and  if  the  evacuation  actually  takes  place  the  works  are  to 
be  occupied  and  the  diversion  in  Bull's  Bay  may  not  then  be  made. 
Secondly.  After  carrying  out  the  instructions  regarding  the  operation 
at  Bull's  Bay,  if,  in  the  judgment  ot  the  commander  of  the  department, 
an  additional  operation  may  be  attempted  on  Sullivan's  Island,  as  the 
admiral  desires,  he  may  undertake  it  if  circumstances  be  favorable. 
This  must  not,  however,  be  to  the  prejudice  of  anything  specially 
directed  by  General  Sherman.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch  is  to  follow  the 
enemy  toward  Charleston  with  his  wliole  division  and  destroy  com- 
pletely the  railroad  as  far  as  he  can  go.  This  ought  to  be  done  as  far 
as  the  Ashepoo  if  possible,  and  under  very  favorable  circumstances  to 
the  Edisto.  He  is  at  the  same  time  aided  by  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince, 
commanding  camp  of  detachments  for  General  Sherman's  army  at 
Blair's  landing,  on  the  Pocotaligo  Kiver,  to  guard  General  Sherman's 
communication  back  to  Port  Royal,  at  least  from  the  railroad  back  to 
that  place.  General  Prince  is  under  command  of  the  general  com- 
manding the  department.  If  the  city  of  Charleston  be  evacuated  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad  is  to  be  stopped,  as  we  may  need  it  for  use. 
General  Hatch  may  then  be  withdrawn,  leaving  a  sufficient  guard  at 
Port  Boyal  Ferry,  Pocotaligo,  &c.  As  soon  as  General  Sherman 
reaches  the  triangle  between  Columbia,  Camden,  and  Kinston,  this 
same  force  may  also  be  withdrawn,  then  be  used  elsewhere.  The 
orders  from  General  Grant  are  to  maintain  a  camp  at  or  near  Pocotal- 
igo, and  no  limit  is  fixed  to  this  maintenance.  General  Sherman 
desired  a  picket  to  be  kept  at  Coosawhatchie,  Salkehatchie  bridge,  and 
Combahee  Ferry,  with  a  reserve  at  Garden's  Corners,  and  wherever 
else  necessary,  with  main  body  at  camp  at  or  near  Pocotaligo.  As  far 
as  operations  in  Charleston  Harbor  is  concerned,  the  commander  of 
the  department  may  co-operate  with  the  admiral  in  any  way  that  he 
may  judge  proper,  provided  the  written  instructions  be  first  fully 
carried  out.  General  Sherman  did  not  favor  any  serious  operation 
about  Charleston  Harbor,  but  was  willing  to  yield  his  objections  if  the 
commanding  officer,  after  carrying  out  his  essential  directions,  judged 
he  had  an  opportunity  favorable  enough  to  warrant  the  risk  of  a  serious 
attack.  General  Sherman  attached  more  importance  to  the  flank  move- 
ment at  Bull's  Bay  and  Georgetown.  Maijor  Gray  informed  me  that 
General  Sherman  desired  the  operation  at  Bull's  Bay  to  be  made  six 
days  from  that  day  (the  8th  instant).  The  force  for  this  is  assembled 
at  the  Stono.  Tlie  present  position  of  affairs  with  respect  to  General 
Saxton  is  seen  by  reference  to  letters  on  file.  General  Saxton  has 
to-day  replied  to  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant  requesting  that  he  state 
officially  what  aid  and  assistance  he  requires  to  enable  him  to  perform 
his  duties.  This  letter  is  left  for  your  action.  1  have  also  made  appli- 
cation to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  liave  the  last  sentence  of  paragraph 
V  of  Special  Field  '  Orders,  I^o.  15,  issued  by  General  Sherman, 
annulled,  so  as  to  leave  the  recruiting  and  organization  of  the  negroes 
where  it  rested  by  previous  orders  and  instructions  of  the  War  Depart- 
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meut.    This  application  was  made  with  the  sanction  of  General  Sher- 
man.   I  have  also  applied  for  the  detail  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Birney 
to  relieve  Brevet  Major-General  Saxton  of  all  duties  in  this  department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General,  Gommandiny. 


HKADyVAUTEllS  DEPARTMENT   OV  THE   Soi.TH, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  'J,  lS(i:j. 

Bvt,  Maj.  (ieu.  EuFUS  Saxton,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Inspector  of  Settlements  and  Plantations  : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  5th  instant  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  4th,  and  would  state  in  answer 
that,  being  about  to  go  North  on  leave  of  absence,  1  have  turned  over 
your  requests,  as  contained  therein,  to  Major-General  Gillmore,  who 
relieves  me,  for  his  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.G.  FOSTEK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  !),  1865.    (Via  Pocotaligo.) 
Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

Telegram  received.  I  telegraphed  you  that  it  was  necessary  to  follow 
up  the  enemy  and  destroy  as  much  of  the  railroad  as  possible.  This 
was  in  answer  to  your  dispatch  stating  that  the  enemy  had  fallen  back 
from  your  front,  and  had  his  main  force  at  Adams'  Eun.  I  have  been 
granted  a  leave  of  absence  and  shall  leave  on  the  Arago  to-morrow, 
^lajor- General  Gillmore  relieves  me. 

.J.  G.  FOSTEli, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEA])(iUAR'l'ER.S   DEPARTMENT   OP   THE   SOUTH, 

Hilton  Head,  H.  6'.,  February  9, 18f>o. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter,  Beaufort,  8.  C: 

Major-General  Foster  authorizes  Brigadier-General  Hatch  to  take 
troops  from  yonr  district  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  tete-de-pont  at 
I'ort  Royal  Ferry.  Two  companies  have  been  ordered  there  for  that 
purpose  from  Beaufort.  No  other  authority  lias  been  granted  to  tJen- 
eral  Hatch. 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  9,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter,  Beaufort,  8.  C. : 

Prepare  to  go  to  the  Northern  District  to  take  charge  of  an  offensive 
operation.  I  will  send  the  Coit  for  you.  Come  down  here  as  soon  as 
she  arrives  at  Beaufort.  Leave  the  command  of  the  district  teni- 
XJorarily  in  the  hands  of  the  next  senior  officer. 

Q.  A.  GILLMOKE, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Comman  d  ing, 
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Special  Obukbs,  \     War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

^0.  (54.  )  Washington,  February  9, 18(jr>. 

I'S.  Bvt.  Brig.  Geu.  Milton  S.  Littlefield,  colonel  Tweuty-flrst  U.  S. 

Colored  Troops,  is  hereby  relieved  froui  duty  in  the  Department  of  the 

South  mid  will  report   in   person,  without  delay,  to  Major-General 

Cauby,  comnninding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  for  duty. 

******* 

Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  (     Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No  15.  J  Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  February  ,9,  1865. 

Having-  been  granted  leave  of  absence,  on  account  of  disability  from 
wounds,  I  hereby  transfer  the  command  of  this  department  during  my 
absence  to  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  accordance 
with  orders  from  the  War  Department. 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  /     Huqbs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  16.  ]  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  <J,  I860. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  at 
^Vashin8■ton,  D.  C,  January  30,  1865,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes 
command  of  the  Dei)artinent  of  the  South. 

All  existing  orders  and  regulations  will  remain  in  force  until  other- 
wise ordered. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

^o,  17.  J  Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  February  9, 1865. 

The  following-named  officers  are  hereby  announced  on  the  staff  of 
the  major-general  commanding,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly: 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

Capt!  Thorndike  D.  Hodges,  Thirty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  act- 
ing assistant  adjutant-general. 

Col.  C.  L.  Kilburn,  assistant  commissary-general  of  subsistence,  U. 
S.  Army,  chief  commissary. 

Maj.  C.  W,  Thomas,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  quartermaster. 

lAIaj.  J.  C.  Grav,  jr.,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  judge-advocate. 

Surg.  M.  Clymer,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  medical  director. 

Maj.  A.  V.  Elliott,  additional  paymaster,  IJ.  S.  Army,  chief  paymaster. 

Bvt.  Maj.  George  E.  Gourand,  aide-de-camp,  acting  assistant  inspec- 
tor-general. ^,  ,  .  „ 

Capt.  Charles  K.  Suter.  U.  S.  Engineer  Corps,  chief  eugmeer. 

First  Lieut.  Isaac  Arnold,  jr.,  U.  S.  Army,  cliief  of  ordnance. 
•2i  IJ  R— vol  xlvu,  pt  11 
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Lieut.  Col.  S.  L.  Woodford,  One  Imudred  ;.iud  twenty-seventh  Xew 
York  Volunteers,  provost-niarshal-geueral. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  Ames,  Third  lihode  Island  Volunteer  Artillery, 
chief  of  artillery. 

Capt.  Leslie  Smith,  First  U.  S.  Infantry,  couiinissary  of  musters. 

Capt.  Jesse  Merrill,  chief  signal  ofticer. 

Capt.  Henry  M.  Bragg,  aide-de-camp. 

Capt.  James  E.  Gilmore,  assistant  quartermaster,  TT.  8.  Volunteers, 
superintendent  military  telegraphs. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Geu.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BIJRGEK, 
Asxis'tant  Adjutant-  Genera  I. 


UdQRS.  iN'OKTHEKN  DISTRICT,  DePT.   OV   THE   SOUTII, 

Folly  Island,  .S'.  C,  February  9,  1805. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burgee, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  South: 
Captain  :  In  pursuance  to  verbal  instructions  received  February  G 
from  Major-(xeneral  Foster,  and  no  orders  to  the  contrary  having  been 
received  up  to  this  moment  (3.30  p.  m.,  February  9,  18G5),  the  movement 
ordered  will  be  carried  out  to-night  and  to-morrow.  The  only  co-opera- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  navy  I  have  been  able  to  secure  is  the  action  of 
the  naval  force  connnonly  posted  in  Stono  Inlet,  viz,  t\TO  gun-boats  and 
two  mortar  schooners.  Ensign  Neil  has  arrived  with  the  military  gun- 
boats Augusta  and  Savannah,  but  has  not  yet  reported  to  me.  No 
rations  have  yet  arrived.  There  are  at  present  no  indications  of  an 
intended  evacuation  of  Charleston  by  the  enemy.  There  seems  to  be 
in  part  new  troops  around  Charleston,  as  the  intercepted  signal  dis- 
])atches  constantly  show  new  names.  Yesterday,  February  8,  certain 
officers  at  Mount  Pleasant  were  ordered  to  report  themselves  for  duty 
at  Jacksonborough. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  District. 


General  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  J)ept.  of  North  Carolina, 

>  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  1.  )  Federal  Point,  N.  (J.,  February  'J,  18fir>. 

In  compliance  with  orders  of  the  War  Department,  the  undersigned 
hereby  assumes  command  of   the  Department  of  North   Carolina. 
Department  headquarters  will  be  with  the  army  in  the  field. 
The  following  staff  officers  are  on  duty  at  these  headquarters : 
Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell,  assistant  adjutant-general. 
Maj.  William  M.  Wherry,  aide  de-camp. 
Capt.  William  J.  Twining,  aide-de-camp. 
Capt.  William  A.  Lord,  aide-de-camp. 

.1.  M.  SCHOPIKLD, 

Major- Geiieral. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carojlina, 

Army  op  the  Ohio, 

Fehniary  9, 1865. 
Keai-Admiral  Porter,  L'.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Cape  Fear  River: 
Sir:  Prepaiiitory  to  operations  against  Wilmington,  I  desire  to 
advance  General  Terry's  line  so  as  to  threaten  the,  enemy's  position 
east  of  Cape  Fear  River.  It  will  greatly  facilitate  the  operations  to 
have  for  a  short  time  previous  to  the  advance  a  strong  fire  from  the 
gunboats  ni»on  the  rigljt  of  the  enemy's  lines,  viz,  immediately  opposite 
Fort  Anderson.  Possibly  the  eii'ect  of  this  may  be  so  great  as  to  enable 
the  troops  to  take  possession  of  Sugar  Loaf  Hill,  and  thus  obviate  the 
necessity  of  the  proposed  operations  west  of  the  river.  The  fleet  outside 
may  also  render  some  assistance,  though  the  fire  will  be  at  long  range 
and  inaccurate  on  account  of  the  intervening  woods.  I  would  like  to 
make  the  advance  to-morrow,  or  the  next  day  at  the  latest,  if  you  can 
be  prepared  to  co-operate  so  soon.  If  this  movement  results  in  a  decided 
success,  which  I  do  not  count  upon,  I  will  push  for  Wilmington  at  once. 
If  not,  I  will  then  be  prepared  to  transfer  troops  to  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  and  threaten  in  likemanner  Fort  Anderson  and  the  adjacent  line, 
preparatory  to  themore  extended  movement  to  turn  the  enemy's  position. 
These  initiatory  movements  can  be  made  while  I  am  getting  up  the  rest 
of  my  troops  and  materials,  and  preparing  for  an  extended  movement, 
if  that  prove  to  be  necessary.  I  hope  thus  to  save  several  days'  time, 
which  is  important.  Please  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  when  you  can 
co-operate  in  the  movement  I  propose. 

I  am,  admiral,  verv  respectfnllv,  v<>ur  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCIIOFIELU, 

Major-  General. 


New  liERNE,  February  9,  1805. 

Lieut.  Col.  P.  C.  Hayes, 

Aetinff  Frovost-Marshal,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps : 
Please  say  to  General  Schofield  that  I  have  nothing  of  importance 
to  communicate.    The  various  preparations  for  co-operation  with  other 
forces  are  going  on  quietly.     Should  General  Schofield  come  to  More- 
head  I  shall  see  him.    Where  is  he  now,  and  can  I  expect  him  here 

soon  1 

I.  N.  PALMER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Morehead  City,  February  9, 1865. 

Brigadier-General  Palmer, 

New  Berne,  N.  C. : 
General  :  I  arrived  at  this  point  this  morning  at  8  o'clock  with 
about  5,000  troops,  and  am  ordered  to  move  directly  to  New  Berne.    I 
await  transportation.  ^^,^^^   ^^   MEAGHER, 

Brig.  Gen.,  Gomdy.  Provisiointl  .Divisio7i,  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
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Fort  Fisher,  February  .9,  1865. 
General  K.  Dblafield, 

Chief  Engineer,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  U.  C. : 
I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  sketch  of  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Fisher.* 
The  department  letter  of  January  28  is  received,  and  in  a  day  or  two 
Admiral  Porter  will  place  a  vessel  at  my  disposal  for  the  experiments 
referred  to  therein. 

Very  respectfully, 

(J.  B.  OOMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Aidc-de-Camp,  and  Brevet  Brigadier-Oeueral, 


(JiTY  Point,  Va.,  February  10,  l&Oo. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
The  Dispatch  to-day  has  the  following: 

KKOJf   SOI'TII   CAUOLINA. 

The  enemy  are  iu  posBessioii  of  the  railroad  west  of  Branchville.  A  dispatch  from 
General  Wheeler,  dated  Holmaa's  Bridge,  February  7,  received  in  Charleston  on  Wed- 
nesday, says : 

"Myjjickets  near  Blackville  this  morning  were  charged  hy  three  brigades  of 
cavalry,  which  drove  them  beyond  the  village.  Uibrell's  (Tennessee)  brigade,  being  in 
the  vicinity,  met  and  charged  the  enemy,  driving  them  baek  into  the  village.  Black- 
ville is  on  the  line  of  the  South  Carolina"  Railroad,  twenty-eight  miles  west  of  Branch- 
ville and  forty-nine  miles  southwest  of  Columbia." 

A  dispatch  from  Branchville,  received  in  Charleston  the  same  day,  states : 

"The  enemy  have  made  tlieir  appearance  along  the  South  Carolina  Railroad 
beyond  the  Edisto  River,  and  have  burned  a  house  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the 
railroad  bridge.  About  7  o'clock  yesterday  evening  our  troops  were  withdrawn  to 
this  side  of  the  bridge  and  the  bridge  burned.  'I'hus  railroad  connection  with 
Augusta  is  severed." 

No  oHicial  dispatches  from  this  ((uarter  were  given  to  the  press  yesterday ;  whether 
any  were  received  we  do  not  know.  It  is  an  error,  however,  to  suppose  that  because 
any  point  on  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  is  in  the  liands  of  the  enemy  that  we  can 
no  l(M)ger  draw  supplies  from  Georgia.  It  would  be  unwise  to  explain  the  matterat 
this  time. 

There  was  a  reiiort  yesterday  tliat  Charleston  had  been  evacuated.  We  (ind  in 
offlcial  circles  no  conlirmati<m  of  the  report. 

From  the  Whig: 

Charleston.  tV.bruary  9. — A  dispatch  from  Orangeliurg  to-day  says  that  the 
enemy  are  in  front  of  the  Edisto  line  from  near  New  Bridge  to  Duncan's  Bridge. 
The  main  force  is  said  to  be  near  the  railroad.  There  has  been  skirmishing  to-day 
at  Binnaker's  Bridge.  Our  trooiis  are  guarding  the  railroad  bridge.  The  enemy 
show  jio  disposition  to  force  a  crossing.  A  dispatch  from  (Seneral  Wheeler,  dated 
February  8,  3..30p.  m.,  says: 

"\  large  column  of  the  enemy's  infantry  struclc  the  railroad  at  Graham's  and 
Blackville.     Kiljiatrick  is  at  Wackville  with  three  bi'igades." 

riill.M    I'KTEltSIU'liO. 

l!i;.Sl  I.TS   (U-   TlKSDAV's    lllUITIXi;. — Till:    KXK.MY    KltmTINi;     01S8KUVAT0U1KS. — liOTll 
,SII>F:S   .STI!KN(iTHKXlNG  THK   NKW   I.IXE8. 

Petersburg,  February  8. — There  was  no  lighting  to-day  .and  quiet  was  once  more 
resumed.  The  enemy  still  holds  his  ])08ition  on  Hatcher's  Run.  His  lines  have 
thereby  been  extended,  but  not  advanced.  General  Sorrel  was  wounded  in  the 
lungs,  but  the  wound  is  not  (considered  mortal.  Colonel  Hoffman,  of  Virginia,  was 
killed  in  the  fight  Monday.  Onr  loss  will  not  reach  500;  the  enemy's  loss  is  esti- 
mated to  be  treble  that  uiimlier.  The  dead  have  allbeen  buried,  and  the  wounded 
brought  from  the,  held.     The  eucruy  are   erecting  oiiservatories  on   our  right. 

-  See  Plate  LXXV,  Map  I  of  the  Atlas. 
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The  heavy  cauuonading  yesterday  artenioou  was  caused  bv  enr  aitillerv  BhelliDir 
the  enemy  s  lines.     Roth  sides  were  enj^aged  to-day  iu  stieiigtiiening  their  iew  linen 

Ihe  Montgouiery  Mail  learns  that  the  Federals  are  coucontratiSg  their  forces  at 
Eastport  and  Decatur,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  on  Selina  and  Montgomery  as  soon 
as  the  roads  are  m  a  snitahle  condition.  Vice-President  Stephens  left  Richmond 
\\  ednesday  evening  for  Georgia. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 

Lieutenant-Vohmel  ami  Amiistrmt  Adjutani-Ocneml. 


Hdqrs.  Department 
Near 


lENT  AND  Army  up  the  Tenne«ski;, 
Bimiaker^s  Bridge,  8.  ('.,  February  ](),  18Cr,. 


jMaj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Shermak, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  ihc  Misximippi  : 
General:  Youv  note  of  last  iiigiit  received.  1  will  have  a  good 
bridge-head  at  each  place,  and  govern  myself  by  your  directions.  I 
sent  a  lieutenant  with  six  mounted  men  to  meet  the  supply  train  and 
tnrn  it  so  as  to  follow  General  Corse.  There  is  no  doubt  but  Avhat  it  is 
with  him.  It  has  the  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  for  a  guard.  It 
may  be  iu  rear  of  Davis.  I  am  goiug  over  the  Edisto  now  to  recon- 
noiter.  The  casualties  in  yesterday's  skirmish  were  1  man  killed,  1 
mortally  wounded,  and  3  others  Avounded.  The  enemy  commajided  the 
road  with  his  artillery. 
Very  respectfuUv, 

O.  ().  HOWARD, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Kenr  Oraham^K,  8.  ('.,  Fehrtmry  ]0,  ISOri. 
General  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Might  Wing: 

(rENERAL:  I  have  just  retuiued  from  Blackville,  where  1  saw  Gen- 
eral Slocum.  The  Twentieth  Corps  is  all  up  and  at  work  destroying- 
railroad.  The  Fourteenth,  General  Slocum  thinks,  will  reach  Wllliston 
to-night.  I  also  learn  that  General  Corse  is  close  at  hand,  so  all  things 
are  in  readiness  for  the  move  on  Oraugeburg.  General  Slocum  will 
have  his  two  cor])s  on  the  Orangeburg  .and  Edgefield  road,  opposite 
the  New  Bridge,  at  the  head  of  Pair's  Island,  and  (kiignard's  by  the  day 
after  to-morrow.  You  had  better  move  the  Seventeenth  Corps  straight 
ou  Orangeburg,  aiming  to  get  within  two  or  three  miles,  ready  the  next 
day  to  cross  by  pontoons  above  Orangeburg  and  make  a  lodgment  on 
the  road.  The  Fifteenth  Corps  should  move  to-morrow  to  Bull  Fight 
Pond,  and  the  next  day  to  North  Edisto,  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Branch 
Creek  or  Caw  Caw,  according  to  the  appearances  about  Orangeburg. 
I  will  accompany  the  Fifteenth  Corps  and  camp  with  it  to-morrow 
night.  I  want  to  have  the  road  broken  up  good  from  about  Orange- 
burg up  above  the  State  road,  Mathews'  Post-Office,  but  would  prefer 
that  one  corps  should  do  the  work,  leaving  the  Fifteenth  to  follow  a 
course  more  to  the  west  in  support  of  the  Left  Wing,  iu  the  event  of 
Dick  Taylor  haviug  got  to  Augusta  with  Hood's  old  army.  Slocum's 
orders  will  take  him  by  the  most  direct  road  possible  to  Columbia,  but 
making  to  his  left  about  the  Sand  Hills  in  case  he  comes  in  contact  with 
one  of  your  columns.    I  have  nothing  from  Kilpatrick  to-day.    If 
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lomorroAr  or  next  day  we,  observe  a  concentration  of  forces  about 
Orangeburg  I  can  draV  from  Slocum  by  the  Edgeiielrt  road.  1  will 
notify  General  Logan  to  put  his  corps  in  motion  to  morrow  to  Bull 
Fight  Pond. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHBKMAN, 
Major-General,  Lkimmandhuj. 


Hdqbs.  Depaktment  and  Akmy  of  the  Tennessee, 

year  Binnal:cr\<!  Bridge,  Fehrvory  10,  J8(ir,. 

Major-General  Shekman  : 

Genekal:  Your  letter  is  just  received.  J  sent  a  little  time  ago  an 
order  for  your  approval.  The  only  difference  will  be  the  stopping  the 
Fifteenth  Corps  a. little  short  of  where  1  ordered  it.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  one  division  had  better  follow  the  Seventeenth  Corps  till  opposite 
Bull  Fight  Pond. 
Eesiiectfullv. 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  J)epartment  and  Akmy  op  the  Tennessee, 

Near  JBinnaler^s  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  10,  1805. 

]Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

CommumUiid  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General  :  One  of  our  men  captured  the  other  day  near  (Graham's 
escaped  from  his  guard  near  Orangeburg.  He  says  he  crossed  the 
river  at  Holman's  Bridge  on  the  7th.  He  says  he  saw  quite  large 
camps  on  the  Jiorth  side  of  the  JMisto,  and  understood  that  the  troops 
were  of  Lee's  corps,  and  had  marched  all  the  way  from  Augusta. 
Stovall's  brigade  was  in  front  of  Mower  last  night,  of  Stevenson's  divis- 
ion, said  to  be  400  strong.  They  took  the  first  left-hand  road  and  went 
toward  Columbia.  The  force  in  front  of  Hazen  was  infantry,  and  took 
the  Columbia  road.  My  scouts  have  been  over  this  road  a(iross  Hol- 
man's Bridge  as  far  as  it  intercepts  the  left-hand  road  from  Binnaker's 
Bridge,  that  is,  Ave  or  six  miles  out.  The  road  is  reported  good  and 
the  country  full  of  provisions.  Everything  is  in  readiness  now  to 
advance  on  Orangeburg.  I  have  directed  General  Logan  to  send  three 
divisions  by  Holman's  Bridge  and  one  by  Binnaker's.  The  latter  will 
be  the  nearest  for  Corse  from  Graham's.  I  hardly  think  Corse  will  reach 
Graham's  to-night.    The  supply  train  you  infpiired  about  is  with  him. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

j\Fajor-Gencra1. 

P.  S. — Corse  has  deviated  toward  your  camp,  and  must  be  within  six 
miles  of  you  to-night.  J  send  you  some  mail  just  arrived  bv  Captain 
(i'ibreth. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- General. 
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(General       i        Heai)(,iuai!Teb.s  Depahtjient  and 
Field  Ordeks,  ^  Army  oi'  the  'Tennessee, 

Xo.  10.  )    Ntfur  Binnal-er's  BHUfie,  S.  C,  Fehruary  10,  1865. 

The  coinmaiiding'  general  has  uoticed  quite  an  amount  of  provisions 
taken  from  the  country  in  the  camps  after  the  troops  have  left.  It  is 
directed  that  the  empty  Avagons  be  filled  with  commissary  supplies ;  for- 
aged now  Avhile  there  is  an  abundance.  This  work  had  better  be  care- 
fully proportioned  to  each  brigade  by  the  division  commissary.  Pill  the 
wagons  first  and  keep  them  filled  with  meal,  flour,  bacon,  sweet  potatoes, 
&c.  In  this  way  the  command  will  be  prepared  to  encounter  afew  days' 
march  through  a  barren  country.  Corps  and  division  commanders  will 
see  that  a  fair  amount  of  forage  is  taken  along,  bnt  in  filling  the  empty 
wagons  as  above  ordered  they  will  give  the  preference  to  commissary 
supplies. 

Bv  order  of  [Maj.  (icn.  ().  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  YAlSr  DYKE, 
Asfiisfii  nt  A  (Ijuta  » t-  Genera  I, 


Special        )        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  [  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

5o.  35.  3  Xear  Binnaker's  Bridge,  8.  C,  February  yo,  I860. 

»  *  •  *  *  »  » 

II.  The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march,  commencing  to-morrow 
at  7  a.  m. :  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  command- 
ing, will  move  directly  along  the  Biunaker  Bridge  road  on  Orangeburg; 
take  up  a  strong  position  west  of  the  North  Fork,  pushing  forward  a 
reconnaissance  of  at  least  one  brigade,  without  wagons,  to  secure  and 
hold  the  bridge  at  that  point  (Orangeburg),  if  possible.  Pen's  Branch 
will  probably  afford  a  position  for  the  right  flank.  Maj.  Gen.  John  A. 
Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  march  three  of  his 
divisions  via  Holman's  Bridge  and  endeavor  to  reach  the  point  marked 
Poplar  Spring  with  his  head  of  column.  He  will  march  his  other  divis- 
ion via  Binuaker's  Bridge  toward  Orangeburg  until  it  forms  a  junction 
with  the  rest  of  his  command  opposite  Poplar  Spring.  He  will  care- 
fully examine  all  roads  and  crossings  of  the  North  Fork  to  the  north  of 
Orangeburg.  The  trains  of  department  headquarters  will  follow  the 
leading  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  The  section  of  the 
bridge  with  General  Logan  will  follow  and  encamp  near  his  rear  divis- 
ion. The  section  with  General  Blair  will  follow  and  encamp  near  the 
rear  division  on  Binnaker's  Bridge  road.  Headquarters  to-morrow 
night  will  be  near  the  advance  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

^  -^  A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

Ansistant  AdjuUmt-General. 


HeadqX'Arters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fogle^s  Plantation,  S.  C,  Fehruary  JO,  1865. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton,  ^.,     ,..    .    .    ■ 

"      Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Dtnsion  of  the  Mtssisfiippi : 
2HAJ0R  •  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
"■eTieral-in-chief,  that  in  accordance  with  instructions  received  from 
Major-Geueral  Howard,  the  Second  Division  of  this  corps  has  been 
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liushecl  across  the  Eclisto  Kiver  at  Holuiau's  Bridge,  .and  the  Third 
Division,  Major-General  Smith  comiiiaudiug-,  has  been  ordered  to  move 
forward  this  afternoon  to  occupy  the  position  formerly  held  by  General 
Hazen,  near  Holman's  Bridge,  on  this  side  of  the  river. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHl^  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-Ge7ier(il. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  WaJker^s  House,  February  10,  iwr,. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Gorpx  : 
General:  I  have  this  moment  written  to  General  Howard  that  he 
may  begin  his  movement  on  Orangeburg.  You  may,  therefore,  in  the 
morning  early  put  your  corps  in  motion  for  Bull  Fight  Pond,  on  the 
Edgefield  and  Orangeburg  road,  and  then  await  orders  from  General 
Howard  or  myself.  I  will  accompany  you,  going  from  here  direct  to 
Holman's  Bridge. 

1  am,  «5fcc.,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Mujor-Geueral. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

N'ear  Binnalcer^s  Bridge,  8.  G.,  February  10,  ISC'). 

Ma.j.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  :  Please  reconnoiter  as  soon,  as  you  can  across  Holman's 
Bridge  and  as  far  as  Bull  Fight  Pond,  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  have 
any  force  on  the  road,  and  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  road  that 
far. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Oorp.s, 

FogWs  Plantation,  H.  C,  February  10, 186:'). 

]\Iai.  Gen.  O.  O,  Howard, 

Commanding  Departmeni  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
CiENBRAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  General  Corse  with 
his  division  is  about  six  miles  back  on  the  direct  road  from  Springtown 
Meeting  House  to  this  point,  crossing  the  railroad  in  front  of  my  head- 
quarters.   I  have  sent  a  staff  officer  back  to  meet  him. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrk.  I'lKST  Division,  Fifteknth  Army  Gorpk, 

■Xpar  Oranfjebvrfi  and  BaniireJI  Crofts-Roach,  >s.  (J., 

Febniary  lo,  IScr,. 
^la.j.  Max.  Woouhull, 

Ansislmit  Afljutant-Geiieral,  FiftecHfh  Army  Corps: 
Ma.ior  :  1  liave  the  honor  to  report  tlitit  my  comiiumd  has  effoctunlly 
destroyed  the  following  amount  of  the  Charleston  and  Augusta  liail- 
road:  First  Brigade,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  "William  15.  Woods  coinujandiug, 
four  miles  at  and  near  Bamberg  on  the  7th  and  Sth  instant;  one  mile, 
near  our  present  location,  to-day,  the  10th.  This  was  road  that  had 
already  been  torn  u]),  and  1  was  obliged  to  get  the  fuel.  Second 
Brigade,  Col.  R.  F.  Catterson,  Ninety  seventh  Indiana,  conunanding, 
two  miles  near  our  present  camp  to-day,  the  10th  instant.  Third 
Brigade,  Col.  George  A.  Stone,  Twenty-fifth  Iowa,  commanding,  one 
mile  and  three-quarters  near  our  present  camp  to-day  and  yesterday; 
])art  of  this  had  already  been  torn  up.  This  brigade  marched  to  Blac'k- 
ville  yesterday,  the  9th,  after  having  made  the  march  from  Bamberg 
to  the  present  camp,  and  destroyed  one  mile  of  the  track  as  above 
reported.  Total  amount  of  track  torn  up,  eight  miles  and  three- 
quarters.  The  Avork  was  all  thoroughly  done,  the  ties  being  burned 
and  the  rails  so  twisted  they  can  be  made  of  no  service,  and  are 
worthless. 

I  am,  major,  verv  res]>ectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-Genernl. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

FofiUh  PlaMatioii,  H.  G.,  February  JO,  jSf,'). 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  0.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Dix'ision,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  Third  Division  will  move  this  afternoon  to  the  posi- 
tion now  occupied  by  Major-General  Hazen,  preparatory  to  crossing 
the  river  in  the  morning.  Please  extend  your  pickets  around  on  the 
right  flank,  beyond  where  General  John  ¥j.  Smith's  camp  was,  so  as  to 
cover  that  flank  and  the  headquarters  of  General  Sherman.  General 
Smith  will  move  out  at  3  o'clock,  and  the  general  commanding  desiies 
you  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  road,  as  the  working  ijarties  from 
the  Third  Division  will  be  withdrawn  at  that  hour. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Field  Orders.]         Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C,  February  10, 1865. 
This  division  will  leave  camp  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow,  February  11. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Woods  will  move  out  in  the  advance  on  the 
Holman's  Bridge  road  (the  one  leading  through  the  camp  of  the  divis 
ion),  followed  by  the  battery,  usual  t^-ains,  and  the  Second  Brigade. 
Colonel  Stone,  commanding  the  Third  Brigade,  will  protect  the  trains 
with  two  of  his  regiments,  marching  the  remaining  three  in  rear.     He 
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\\\\\  iilRO  send  a  companj'  to  these  headquarters  oiie-lialf  hour  before 
tliecolunin  moves  out  (5.30)  to  receive  instructions  for  jn'ovost  duty 
during  the  day. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  AYoods: 

I'^REl).   I.J.  WILSON. 
Acfiiifi  Afisisfant  Adjvtdni-dowraJ. 

Reveille  will  sound  at  these  Ixnidquarters  at  .').30  a.  in. 


IlEAnyt  AKTKKS    FlFTHKNTJI    A  iniV    (.'OKI'S, 

Fodle'H  rianUiPion.  A'.  6'.,  Fehrvary  10,  ISCry. 

Maj.  (leu.  \V.  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  JJirisioii,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  Maior-General  How- 
ard, you  will  please  cross  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry 
over  Holman's  Bridge  as  soon  as  possible,  and  push  them  out  on  the 
direct  road  as  far  as  Bull  Fight  Pond,  to  ascertain  it  the  enemy  have 
any  force  on  the  road,  and  the  character  of  the  road  itself  that  far. 
When  this  information  is  obtained  you  may  withdraw  the  mounted 
infantry. 

I  am,  very  respecitfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHUI^L, 
AKsiufnnt  Adjvtant-Oeneral. 


Headquaetees  Seconi)  Division, 
Holman's  Bridge,  S.  C,  Fehrvary  10,  liS(i5 — ?  p.  m. 
]\Iaj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I  moved  my 
division  across  the  South  Bdisto  at 4  p.m.  to-day,  after  preparing  the 
crossing,  and  am  now  camped  with  earthworks  covering  the  front  on 
the  Columbia  load  half  a  mile  from  the  swamp.  I  have  two  regiments 
fm  the  Orangeburg  road,  also  intrenched.  My  headquarters  is  on  the 
( 'olumbia  road. 

i  am,  respectfullv, 

W.  B.  IIAZKN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  ])iv.,  Fifteenth  Aemy  Corps, 
Holman^s  Bridge  Cross-Roads,  A'.   C,  Fehrvary  10,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjtitant  General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  41,  dated  head 
quarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  February  10, 1865, 1  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  operations  of  this  command  this  day: 
The  First  Brigade,  General  W.  T.  Clark  commanding,  being  charged 
with  the  destruction  of  a  portion  of  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  track, 
completely  destroyed  two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  same  east  of  Black 
ville.    The  division  broke  camp  at  '6  o'clock  this  p.  m.,  and  marched 
three  and  a  half  miles  to  this  point,  and  is  now  situated  as  follows: 
The  First  Brigade  is  encamped  in  line  north  of  and  parallel  with  the 
main  Charleston  and  Savannah  road,  its  right  resting  on  the  direct 
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Holniau's  Bridge.  I'oad.  The  Second  Brigade  is  encamped  in  line  east 
of  and  paiallel  with  the  direct  Holiuau's  Bridge  road,  its  left  resting 
on  the  main  Charleston  and  Savannah  road.  These  headtjuarters  are 
established  on  the  Hohnan's  Bridge  road,  about  200  yards  south  of  the 
intersection  ol'  the  same  with  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  road. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 
Jirvrel  Major-Generol. 


HEADyTABTEltS   FlKTEENTIl   AKMV    CoRl'S, 

Fogl('\H  Flantfition,  <S'.  ('.,  Fehruary  10,  1HH'>. 
P)Vt.  Maj.  Gen.  ,1ohn  M.  Cokse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  object  of  to-morrow's  movement  will  be  to  reach 
Bull  Fight  Pond  with  the  whole  corps.  The  general  commanding 
requests  that  you  will  break  camp  at  o  a.  m.  (the  11th  instant)  and  move 
on  the  direct  road  to  Hohnan's  Bridge.  There  cross  the  Edisto  lliver 
and  make  as  many  miles  as  you  can  in  the  direction  of  the  point  indi- 
cated. You  will  follow  General  Woods'  column,  and  will  have  a  good 
road  from  the  railroad  to  the  river. 

I  am.  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Speotal        )         Hbadqttarters  Fourth  Divisioisr, 
Field  Orders,  [  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Jfo.  13.  S  In  the  Field,  S.  (.'.,  Fehruary  10,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  C  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the 
11th  instant,  on  the  Blackville  road,  in  the  following  order,  viz: 

1.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  with  its  train,  throwing  one  regiment 
in  rear  of  battery  and  train. 

2.  Trains  in  same  order  as  directed  for  the  lOtli  instant. 

3.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding,  who  will 
move  his  regiments  by  the  side  of  the  trains,  so  disposed  as  to  guard 
closely  the  supply  and  ordnance  trains. 

4.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  General  Eice  commanding,  who  will  take 
the  necessary  precaution  to  prevent  straggling,  and  especially  the 
unauthorized  firing  by  soldiers. 

Bv  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 
^  L.  H.  EVERTS, 

A  ssistont  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Keor  Binnal-er''s  Bridr/c,  N.  C,  Fehruary  10,  18(>5. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  general  desires  you  to  reconnoiter  up  the  first  left- 
hand  road  as  far  as  the  road  leading  back  to  Holman's  Bridge,  if  possi- 
ble, and  report  the  character  of  the  road. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  -r^^^^-,, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Ordeks.  i   Huqks.  Sicvknteenth  Ainiv  Ookps. 

'  year  Bimuilierx  Bridge,  IS.   C, 

:No.  ;i7.  )  Fchnun-y  Jo,   IW't. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-moriow : 

1.  ferig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  have  the 
advance,  and  will  move  his  command  forward  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  Binna- 
ker's  Bridge  and  Orangeburg  road. 

2.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  iSmitli,  commanding  Fourth  J)ivision,  will 
follow  the  Third  Division,  moving  forward  at  7.30  a.  m. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow  the 
J-'ourth  TDivision,  being  ]>rei)ared  to  move  at  1*  a.  m. 

4.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  Lientenant-Oolouel  Hughes 
commanding,  will  move  in  advance  of  the  column,  crossing  the  river 
at  0.30  a.m. 

5.  Department  and  corps  headquarters  trains  will  follow  the  troDps 
of  the  Third  Division,  provided  they  are  across  the  ri\er  in  time. 

By  command  of  JMaj.  Geji.  F.  T.  Blair: 

C.  (JADLE,  Jk., 
.  1  xnislani  A iJpititn t- Ge)iefti1. 


(iENERAi.  Orders,  ')  I-Ieadquarteri~!  Fottrth  Division, 

i  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  12.  )  In  the  FicW,  S.  C,  February  JO,  J8C,->. 

I.  All  men  whose  term  of  service  expires  while  the  army  is  without 
communication  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  sent  home,  are  advised  to 
remain  on  duty  as  xisual,  thus  drawing  pay,  rations,  &c.,  until  such 
time  as  they  can  be  mustered  out  and  sent  home.  Those  Avho  have 
already  been  mustered  out,  or  may  bo  hereafter,  will  report  at  these 
headquarters,  to  be  organized  and  fed  and  used  for  such  duty  as  the 
general  commanding  may  direct. 

II.  Brigade  and  regimental  commanders  may  put  such  soldiers  as 
desire  it,  whose  term  of  service  has  expired  but  who  still  continue  on 
duty,  on  such  detached  service  as  requires  a  soldier  to  fill,  relieving 
them  from  further  duty  as  combatants. 

Bv  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

AD,  WARE,  Jr., 
AHsintant  Adpitant-General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Salkehaichie  River,  S.  (J.,  Fehruary  JO,  JSG~> — 7.S0  p.  m. 

Captain  Dechert, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Left  Wing: 
Captain:  Your  communication  conveying  the  general's  order  for  my 
corps  to  move  from  Barnwell  to  Williston  was  received  at  dark.  My 
troops,  after  completing  their  second  day's  march  of  twenty  miles,  arc 
encamped  as  follows:  Baird  at  Barnwell,  Carliu  four,  and  Morgan 
seven  miles  south  of  this  place.  I  shall  make  every  effort  to  reach  the 
railroad  by  to-morrow  night,  and  will  commence  destroying  it  at  once. 
The  orderlies  directed  to  be  detailed  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  practicable. 
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I  liave  lieard  of  no  mail  for  your  headquarters  with  my  couiuiand,  but 
will  make  special  inquiry,  and  should  any  be  found  it  will  be  forwarded 
at  once. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.TEF.  C.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commandinij. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Barnwell,  Februari/  10,  1805, 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  V.  McClurCx, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Generul,  iL-t-..- 
Colonel  :  Please  say  to  the  general  comiuauding  that  I  have  two 
brigades  beyond  Turkey  Creek,  about  half  a  mile  from  this  town,  and 
one  this  side  of  the  creek.  I  have  also  Colonel  Bishop  and  his  reg- 
iment in  town  keeping  order  and  guarding  the  families  tliat  remain. 
All  is  very  quiet  and  orderly.  The  rascally  proceeding  of  some  strag- 
glers in  opening  the  dam  above  our  ci'ossing  caused  my  last  brigade  to 
wade  over  in  quite  deep  water,  but  I  think  it  will  run  down  during  the 
night.  I  think  my  road  to  Williston  should  be  the  one  beyond  Turkey 
Creek.  The  roads  on  both  sides  of  the  creek  are  good;  distance  to 
Williston,  thirteen  miles.  I  am  out  of  rations  to-night,  and  would  like 
to  have  a  few  wagons  with  bread  and  coffee  come  forward  to  join  me 
during  the  day  to-morrow,  if  I  march  before  the  whole  train  arrives.  I 
will  be  on  hand  to  receive  your  orders  in  the  morning. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  UAIEU, 
lireret  Mdjor-Geiieral,  Commanding  Division. 


Orders.  I  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

BlacTcville,  S.  C,  February  10,  1865. 
The  movements  of  this  command  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows: 
The  First  Division  will  suspend  work  on  the  railroad  and  march  at 
an  early  hour  to  Duncan's  Bridge  over  the  Edisto  Eiver,  and  will  cross 
and  camp  on  the  north  side.    Tlie  Second  Division,  with  the  engineer 
troops,  will,  after  completing  the  work  on  the  bridge,  cross  the  river 
and  encamp.    The  trains  in  the  following  order,  viz :  First  Division; 
corps  supply  trtlin.    Thii-d  Division  cavalry  train  will  march,  starting 
at  7  a.  m.,  and  cross  the  river  at  Duncan's  Bridge.  The  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  will  escort  the  trains.    The  Third  Division,  with  the 
live  companies  of  engineer  troops,  will  continue  the  work  of  destroy- 
ing- the  railroad  until  they  are  relieved  by  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  when 
the  engineer  troops  will  report  to  Major-General  Davis  for  duty  with 
the  Fourteenth  Corps,  and  General  Ward  will  marcih  his  troops  by  the 
most  direct  road  to  Duncan's  Bridge,  crossing  the  river  there,  and 
rejoin  the  corps.     If  the  corps  should  have  moved  from  there  he  will 
follow,  and  rejoin  it  as  soon  as  possible.    The  artillery  will  march  at  the 
head  of  the  trains. 
Bv  command  of  Brevet  Maior-(4eueral  Williams: 
"  H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Bla'cJcville,  8.  C,  February  10,  1865. 
Brig.  Geu.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General  :  The  inclosed  order*  is  modified  as  follows :  Tlie  general 
commanding  directs  that  you  march  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morn- 
ing to  Guignard's  Bridge  over  the  Edisto  Rivei',  taking  with  you  the  five 
companies  of  engineer  troops  now  with  you,  repair  the  bridge  at  that 
point,  cross  your  command,  and  march  down  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river  to  join  the  corps.  After  completing  the  bridge  the  engineer 
troops  are  to  be  sent  back  to  Williston,  to  report  for  duty  to  General 
Davis,  commanding  Fourteenth  Corps.  That  part  of  the  corps  now 
here  will  cross  the  river  to-morrow  at  Duncan's  Bridge  and  push  for- 
ward to  the  2forth  Fork  of  the  Edisto.  Tlie  general  desires  that  you 
will  follow  the  corps  as  fast  as  possible,  and  rejoin  it  as  soon  as  you 
possibly  can. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Johnson's  Turnout,  February  10,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 
Major:  I  have  advanced  as  far  as  this  point  in  direction  of  Aiken. 
Have  just  driven  out  a  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry,  and  find  that  Wheeler 
has  concentrated  the  majority  of  his  troops  at  Aiken,  and  is  now  in 
line  of  battle,  barricading  his  position  two  miles  this  side  of  Aiken. 
We  have  had  considerable  skirmishing,  but  nothing  more.  This  is  a 
splendid  country;  plenty  of  forage  and  supplies.  The  enemy  now 
believe  that  we  are  marching  on  Augusta;  such,  at  least,  is  the 
impression  among  the  citizens.  Anderson's  division  crossed  Cook's 
Bridge  last  evening,  and  passed  this  point.  Wheeler's  command  is  at 
this  moment  passing  up  from  the  direction  of  the  river  to  my  front  and 
forming  lines  at  a  trot.  I  will  not  attack  until  I  hear  further  from  you. 
No  better  opportunity  ever  offered  to  break  Wheeler  up ;  but  as  he 
may  have  supports  of  infantry  I  do  not  consider  it  prudent  to  attack. 
Could  he  now  be  driven  back  and  Aiken  captured  we  «ould  secure  a 
large  amount  of  provisions,  needed  by  my  command,  and  I  think  a 
wrong  [impression]  be  produced  upon  the  minds  of  the  enemy  which 
he  could  not  correct  until  it  would  be  entirely  too  late.  If  you  will 
send  me  a  brigade  of  infantry  from  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  which 
must  now  be  this  side  of  Blackville  and  consequently  less  than  a  day's 
march  from  this  point,  I  will  render  Wheeler  powerless  to  even  annoy 
your  flank  or  wagon  trains  again  during  the  campaign.  Major-General 
Slocum  offered  me  a  brigade  of  infantry  when  I  left  him  at  Sister's 
Ferry.  I  wish  now  that  I  had  taken  it.  The  brigade  asked  for  will 
not  delay  or  interfere  at  a'l  with  your  plans  already  mentioned.  I  can 
march  at  any  moment  with  it  to  the  Edgefield  road,  via  Cook's  Bridge, 
and  be  in  constant  communication  Avith  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
which  I  understand  will  not  reach  White  Pond  for  two  or  three  days. 

'  See  next.  ante. 
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I  hope,  general,  that  the  suggestion  iu  this  communication  coutaiued 
Avillmeet  with  your  approval,  and  that  you  will  give  me  an  opportunity 
of  disposing  of  Wheeler's  command.    I  will  break  road  until  I  am 
attacked,  in  which  case  you  can  rest  easy  as  to  the  result. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATKICK, 
Brevet  Major- General,  (Jommandiny. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  10,  1865. 

General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

General:  Your  note  from  jolmson's  is  Just  received.  I  cannot 
change  my  plans  now,  as  they  are  in  progress.  I  don|t  care  about 
Aiken,  nnless  you  can  take  it  by  a  dash,  and  as  Wheeler's  attention  is 
drawn  to  that  quarter  you  can  let  it  work.  To-morrow  the  Eight 
Wing  moves  on  Orangeburg,  and  after  breaking  that  railroad  good  we 
will  proceed  as  heretofore  indicated.  Davis  should  be  at  Williston  to- 
night or  early  to-morrow;  keep  in  communication  with  him  and  con- 
form to  his  movements.  It  won't  pay  to  have  infantry  chasing  Wheel- 
er's cavalry;  it  is  always  a  bad  plan,  and  is  injurious  to  detach  infantry, 
save  for  a  day  or  a  single  occasion.  You  can  see  Davis  when  he  comes 
up,  and  he  can  spare  a  brigade  for  a  day  or  so,  but  I  don't  want  a  bri- 
gade of  infantry  to  go  off  to  the  flank  when  the  whole  army  would 
have  to  wait  for  it,  or  it  would  be  marched  to  death  to  catch  up. 
Wheeler,  or  a  part  of  his  command,  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  South 
Edisto  yesterday,  and  the  concentration  of  the  enemy  is  being  made 
at  Columbia,  though  I  have  no  doubt  that  attention  has  been  drawn 
toward  Augusta,  but  I  will  not  delay  the  main  move  an  hour,  and 
therefore  want  Davis  to  move  on  as  soon  as  he  can  repair  the  bridge. 
Slocum  will  give  him  his  orders,  and  I  wish  you  to  conform  to  the 
movements  of  the  left  corps;  give  it  notice  of  danger  from  the  direc- 
tion of  Augusta,  and  only  attack  Wheeler  when  he  exjioses  himself 
When  operating  near  General  Davis'  corps  he  will  doubtless  let  yon 
have  a  brigade  of  infantry  from  time  to  time,  but  not  as  a  permanent 
thing.     . 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General.  Gommandiinj. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  lO,  1865 — 9  a.  m. 

(Received  0.30  a.  m.) 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Waskhiffton  : 
The  following  has  just  been  received  from  General  Palmer,  addressed 
to  you : 

Fkbruaky  8, 1865 — 9  p.  ni. 
The  troops  of  Meagher's  cUvisiou  arii  just  itrrivius  .-it  IMoreliead.     They  have  no 
transportation, 

K.  C.  WEBSTER, 
Colonel  and  (^uartermast,er. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  10,  I860. 
Golouel  Wright, 

Gomd(j.  Railroad  (Joiistruction  Corps,  Beaufort  Harbor,  H.  (J.: 

Colonel  :  I  have  learned  since  my  arrival  here  that  you  were  here  a 
few  days  ago,  and  I  presume  you  have  gone  to  Beaufort,  which  is  well. 
General  Palmer  will  advance  on  the  New  Berne  and  G-oldsborough 
Eailroad  very  soon,  and  endeavor  to  get  possession  of  the  crossings  of 
the  Neuse  River.  Please  confer  with  General  Palmer  and  be  prepared 
to  put  the  railroad  in  running  order  as  far  as  he  may  advance,  and  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  The  necessary  rolling  stock  will  probably  have 
to  be  brought  from  Washington.  I  shall  endeavor  to  get  possession 
of  Wilmington  and  the  railroad  from  thatitlace  to  Goldsborough  by  the 
5th  of  March,  or  earlier  if  possible.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  use  both  the 
railroad  from  Wilmington  and  also  the  one  from  Beaufort.  Most 
probably  the  Wilmington  road  will  require  repairs  as  soon  as  we  get 
possession  of  it,  so  please  be  prepared  to  bring  a  force  here  on  short 
notice. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- Geticral. 


llKAUyUARTERS   DEPARTMENT    OF   jSORTH    CAROLINA, 

Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  10,  186:'j. 
(Jolonel  Dodge, 

Acting  Chief  Quartermaster : 
Colonel:  You  will  at  once  make  requisition  upon  the  Quartermas- 
ter-General for  400,000  rations  of  forage  for  the  use  of  General  Sher- 
man's army.  Also  20,000  pairs  of  shoes.  These  supplies  will  be 
shipped  to  Beaufort  Harbor,  N.  C,  where  the  vessels  will  await  orders. 
The  vessels  should  be  of  light  draft,  so  as  to  be  able  to  enter  Beau- 
fort Harbor  or  Cape  Fear  Itiver,  as  may  be  desired.  They  should  be 
at  Beaufort  by  the  25th  of  this  month.  These  supplies  will  be  iu  addi- 
tion to  those  required  by  the  troops  of  this  department.  Send  dupli- 
cates of  yoi^r  reqiusitions  to  the  chief  quartermaster  at  General  Grant's 
headquarters,  City  Point,  Va. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  j    Hdijuss.  Dept.  op  North  Carolina, 

[  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

2f(J.  1.  )  Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  10,  1865. 

\.  The  following  movements  will  be  made  to-morrow,  commencing 
at  8  a.  m.,  viz : 

General  Terry  will  advance  his  line  and  make  a  strong  demonstration 
ui)ou  the  enemy's  ijosition  east  of  Cape  Fear  Kiver. 

General  Cox  will  support  General  Terry,  and  be  prepared  to  take 
advantage  of  any  success  which  may  be  gained. 

It  is  not  expected  to  gain  x)ossession  of  the  enemy's  works.  Never- 
tlieless,  if  the  demonstration  develops  such  weakness  at  any  point  of 
tlie  enemy's  line  as  to  indicate-  that  an  attack  would  be  successful  it 
will  be  made  at  once. 
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The  troops  will  be  provided  with  three  days'  rations  aud  a  supply  of 
ammunition;  and,  in  the  event  of  success,  the  enemy  will  be  pushed 
back  as  far  as  Wilmington  with  vigor. 

If  it  be  found  impracticable  to  carry  the  enemy's  line  in  front  of 
General  Terry,  the  troops  will  be  intrenched  near  enough  to  the 
enemy  to  threaten  his  position  aud  maintain  a  skirmish  line  in  close 
proximity  to  the  enemy's  works.  At  the  same  time  our  own  line  will 
be  kept  as  much  out  of  the  enemy's  view  as  practicable. 

The  new  line  will  be  made  strong  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  the 
troops  not  required  to  hold  it  will  be  prepared  for  other  operations. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


City  roiNT,  Va.,  February  11, 1865. 

Lieuteuant-General  Grant, 

Washington,  D.  G. : 
The  following,  contained  in  the  Dispatch,  is  all  the  news  from  Rich- 
mond papers  to-day : 

The  Edisto  Kiver  is  now  the  line  held  by  General  Hardee,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
BranchTille.  Nearer  the  coast  we  hold  the  line  of  the  Combahee  River,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad.  From  the  most  recent  authentic 
intelligence  it  appears  that  while  a  part  of  Sherman's  army  is  making  active  demon- 
strations against  Combahee  Ferry,  near  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad,  as  if 
with  the  design  of  marching  on  Charleston,  the  rest  of  his  forces  has  appeared  at 
four  points  on  the  Edisto,  viz :  At  New  Bridge,  five  miles  below  Branohville ;  at  Bin- 
naker's  and  Holman's  Bridges  above  and  at  the  railroad  bridge  opposite  that  place. 

Our  troops  that  hold  the  bridge  over  the  Salkehatchie,  west  of  lir.anchville,  were 
driven  in  on  last  Wednesday.  II  he  succeeds  in  forcing  a  passage  of  the  Edisto  above 
and  below  Branchville,  he  will  tap  the  railroad  running  thence  to  Columbia  and 
compel  our  troops  to  fall  back  from  Branchville,  but  they  will  most  probably  evacu- 
ate it,  if  at  any  time  it  shall  appear  that  Sherman  cannot  be  prevented  from  crossing 
the  livei. 

T.  S.  BOWEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqbs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

N'ear  the  Orangeburg  Bridge,  February  11, 1865 — 1  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General  :  General  Blair's  head  of  column  reached  here  about  11  a.  m. 
He  drove  a  regiment  of  rebels  across  the  river.  He  has  confronted 
them  with  a  skirmish  line.  They  have  a  line  of  works  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery  covering  the  road.  General  Force  is  reconnoitering  with  a 
view  to  turning  the  position.  General  Blair  has  sent  his  mounted 
infantry  to  a  crossing  below.  I  have  directed  General  Logan  to  take 
care  of  the  one  six  miles  above,  called  Shilling's  Bridge.  The  rebels 
have  given  out  that  they  expect  to  meet  us  here  with  the  whole  of  S.  D. 
Lee's  corps.    We  have  not  yet  discovered  any  great  force. 

Respectfully,  ^   ^   HOWARD, 

Major-General. 

25   R   R — VOL   XLVII,   PT   II 
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Hdqks.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Orangeburg  Bridge,  February  11, 1865 — 8  p.  m. 
Maj.  GeD.  "W.  T.  Sherman: 

General  :  General  Force  has  recoiinoitered  the  swamps,  both  above 
and  below.  He  has  discovered  the  extent  of  the  enemy's  ijickets  belo\\-, 
and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  farther  down  the  river  makes  over  to 
this  side  of  the  swamp.  He  will  prepare  a  roadway  down  to  the  river 
to  night  and  throw  a  pontoon  over  in  the  morning.  I  have  directed 
General  Blair  to  support  his  batteries  with  one  division,  and  pushover 
a  column,  two  divisions  strong.  General  Force  thinks  the  enemy  have 
considerable  force  here,  but  the  demonstration  of  the  mounted 
infantry  at  Eowe's  Bridge  and  General  Logan's  resolute  operations 
above  will,  I  think,  enable  us  to  succeed  at  this  point.  I  send  you  a 
paper  of  the  9th  which  contains  some  items  of  interest.  Slocum's 
movement  on  Columbia,  if  he  really  makes  it,  will  make  them  let  go 
here  or  there. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  Qeneral. 


Special       )        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  36.  )        Near  Poplar  Spring,  S.  C,  February  11, 1865. 

The  following  movements  of  this  command  will  commence  at  7  a.  m. 
tomorrow:  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  continuing  his  reconnaissance  at  Eowe's  Bridge,  will  force  a 
passage  of  the  North  Fork  at  whatever  point  from  reports  received 
from  reconnaissances  above  or  below  the  road  that  he  may  think  best. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  move 
to  Shilling's  Bridge,  endeavor  to  effect  a  crossing  of  the  South  Fork 
in  that  vicinity,  and  will  move  across  Caw  Caw  Swamp  directly  upon 
Orangeburg.  The  bridge  train  will  move  at  daylight,  and  closing  up 
will  park  in  this  vicinity  ready  for  use.  The  section  with  General 
Logan  will  remain  with  his  column. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Poplar  Spring,  February  11,  1805. 
Major-General  Howard: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
order  directing  the  movement  on  Shilling's  Bridge,  and  the  passage  of 
the  Edisto  at  that  point,  and  would  respectfully  inquire  whether  it  is 
designed  to  cross  my  command  with  all  my  transportation,  or  whether 
I  shall  make  the  movement  in  light  order,  leaving  suitable  camp  and 
train  guards  on  this  side  of  the  river  with  my  wagons  until  the  success 
of  the  crossing  and  movement  on  Orangeburg  is  ascertained?  The 
section  of  the  bridge  train  is  not  yet  up,  and  I  do  not  expect  it  to-night. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Isear  Poplar  spring,  S.  C,  February  11, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen,  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
(tENERAL:  Your  note  is  received.  In  reply  the  general  desires  me 
to  say  that  you  may  use  your  own  judgment  in  regard  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  your  trains,  but  thinks  that  it  will  probably  be  better  to  leave 
them  on  this  side  until  the  passage  of  Gaw  Caw  Swamp  is  effected, 
except  such  portion  of  your  ammunition  train  as  you  think  might  be 
needed.  The  poutoon  train  is  probably  on  the  way  up,  but  may  stop 
-with  tlie  main  portion  of  the  train  which  followed  General  Corse  over 
from  Holman's  Bridge  to  Poplar  Spring.  The  general  desires  you  to 
send  back  and  find  it,  and  unless  it  is  already  on  the  road  to  order 
such  portion  of  it  as  you  require  to  join  yon  as  soon  as  you  may  need  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Hay  den'' s  Plantation,  8.  C,  February  11, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  .Adjutant-  General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Major:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  41,  headquarters 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  I  respectfully  report  the  operations  of  my 
division  to-day,  the  11th,  as  follows:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I 
broke  camp  at  0  a.  m.,  and,  moving  forward  on  the  Holman's  Bridge 
road,  struck  General  John  E.  Smith's  column  about  9  a.  m.  Following 
the  Third  Division  over  very  bad  roads,  and  crossing  the  South  Fork  of 
the  Edisto  River,  I  went  into  camp  at  C  o'clock  this  p.  m.  at  Hayden's 
plantation,  near  the  Four  Mile  Swamp,  on  the  road  to  Oraugeburg,  and 
within  one  mile  of  Poplar  Spring.  My  troops  iire  camped  two  brigades 
front,  one  on  either  side  the  road,  facing  toward  Poplar  Spring.  My 
headquarters  are  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Hayden,.ou  the  main  road,  near 
the  Four  Mile  SAvamp. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Poplar  Spring,  S.  C,  February  11, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  broke  camp  at  7  a.  m. 
to-day  and  arrived  here  at  2  p.  m.,  and  is  now  encamped  on  the  left  of 
the  road.  My  headquarters  are  at  a  house  about  200  yards  to  the  rear 
of  corps  headquarters.  I  have  not  previously  reported  that  on  the 
9th,  while  skirmishing  in  front  of  Holman's  Bridge,  I  had  1  man  killed 
and  1  wounded. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

'  W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Aemy  Ookps, 

Poplar  Spring,  S.  C,  February  11, 18C5. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Majoe:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  41,  current  series, 
headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  this 
command  broke  camp  at  intersection  of  Holman's  Bridge  and  Charles 
ton  and  Savannah  roads  at  6.30  o'clock  this  a.  m.,  and  marched,  crossing 
the  Edisto  (South  Fork)  at  Holman's  Bridge,  to  this  point,  the  advance 
of  the  column  arriving  at  4.30  p.  m.  The  division  is  encamped  in  line 
on  the  right  of  and  covering  the  Orangeburg  road. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.SMITH, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqks.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
In  the  Field,  Cooper's  Plantation,  S,  C,  February  11, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  of  to-day  to  be  as 
follows:  I  left  Lee's  plantation  this  morning  at  6  o'clock,  moved  to  the 
point  on  the  Branchville  and  Augusta  Eaihoad  where  headquarters 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  were,  and  received  orders  to  cross  Biunaker's 
Bridge  instead  of  Holman's,  our  destination.  Over  fair  roads  I  arrived 
at  Biunaker's  Bridge  at  10.30  a.  m. ;  found  the  Seventeenth  Corps  not 
yet  crossed ;  awaited  until  about  1  p.  m.,  when  I  commenced  crossing, 
and  finding  the  road  to  Orangeburg  filled  with  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
train,  moved  to  the  left  in  order  to  get  on  the  Holman's  Bridge  road  to 
Poplar  Spring,  where  I  struck  the  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps, 
at  3.30  p.  m.  Learning  that  the  First  Division  was  still  in  its  rear 
I  placed  the  division  in  bivouac,  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice. 
The  rear  of  the  First  Division  did  not  pass  until  about  6.30  p.  m.,  when 
it  became  so  dark  that,  I  concluded  it  impracticable  to  move  unless  I 
received  farther  orders  from  corps  headquarters.  1  have  marched  about 
eighteen  miles  and  built  800  yards  of  corduroy.  My  pioneer  corps 
joined  me  late  this  evening  with  a  loss  ot  15  men.  I  await  further  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major -General. 


Special        ^   Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Coeps, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Cooper's  Plantation,  IS.  C, 

No.  14.  )  February  11, 1865. 

I.  In  compliance  with  orders  from  corps  headquarters  the  following- 
named  ofiicers  are  hereby  detailed  to  take  charge  of  permanent  details 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  forage  and  subsistence  from  the  country 
for  the  use  of  this  command  during  the  present  campaign  or  until 
further  orders:  For  the  First  Brigade— Maj.  Samuel  Mahon,  Seventh 
Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry;  Capt.  D.  C.  Smith,  Fifty-second  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry.  For  the  Second  Brigade — Capt.  David  S.  Van 
Pelt,  Eighty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  First  Lieut.  Perry  F. 
Miller,  Twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry.  For  the  Third  Brigade — 
Capt.  Henry  Ahern,  Seventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry;  First  Lieut. 
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F.  E.  Thurber,  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  Brigade  com- 
manders will  make  details  of  enlisted  men  as  follows,  selecting  the  best 
disciplined  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  for  the  duty,  to 
report  to  the  senior  officer  detailed  for  their  respective  commands,  viz : 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  Eice  (First  Brigade),  4  sergeants,  8  corporals,  and  88 
privates;  Col.  E.  N.  Adams  (Second  Brigade),  3  sergeants,  6  corporals, 
and  51  privates;  Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut  (Third  Brigade),  3  sergeants,  7 
corporals,  and  70  privates.  The  officers  detailed  for  this  duty  will  be 
held  strictly  accountable  for  the  acts  of  their  men.  They  will  be  fur- 
nished with  copies  of  all  orders  issued  from  these  aud  superior  head- 
quarters in  regard  to  foraging,  discharge  of  firearms,  &c.,  by  their 
respective  brigade  commanders.  The  object  of  this  order  is  to  organize 
a  system  of  foraging  by  which  our  men  can  be  supplied  with  what  they 
actually  need  without  the  destruction  of  private  property  or  the 
unauthorized  bixrning  of  houses,  fences,  &c.  The  numerous  orders  on 
this  subject  will  be  sufficient  to  guide  officers  in  all  cases. 

II.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  march  at  6  a.  m.  sharp 
to-morrow,  the  12th  instant,  to  Poplar  Spring,  in  the  following  order, 
viz: 

1.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding,  with  the 
battery  and  his  own  train,  one  regiment  being  thrown  in  rear  of  same. 

2.  Trains  in  same  order  as  to-day,  the  11th  instant,  with  above 
exception. 

3.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  Brig,  Gen.  E.  W,  Eice  commanding,  who 
will  move  his  troops  by  the  side  of  the  supply  and  ordnance  trains, 
instructing  his  regimental  commanders  to  render  every  assistance  to 
officers  in  charge  of  trains  repairing  roads  as  they  may  require,  &c. 

4.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Col.  E.  N.  Adams  commanding,  who  will 
carry  out  instructions  in  regard  to  stragglers. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M,  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Depaetment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

N'ear  Poplar  Spring,  February  11, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blaie, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  wishes  to  know  when 
you  will  be  ready  to  use  the  pontoon  bridge.  It  will  be  ordered  up  to 
the  front  to-night,  and  he  would  like  to  have  you  designate  some  point 
for  it  to  park,  so  that  it  may  be  convenient  to  get  at  whenever  it  may 
be  needed.  ,    , .     ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 

*°*'  W.  E.  STEONG, 

Assistwnt  Inspector-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


SPBCiAJL  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  38.  I  Near  Orangeburg,  S.  C,  February  11, 1865. 

I.  In  order  to  provide  against  a  scarcity  of  provisions  and  forage  here- 
after division  commanders  will  cause  their  wagons,  as  fast  as  they 
become  empty,  to  be  filled  with  meal,  flour,  potatoes,  and  meat,  and  a 
small  proportion  of  forage  for  animals. 
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The  amount  of  subsistence  left  in  each  canij)  during  this  march,  if 
saved,  would  have  beeu  sufflcieut  to  subsist  the  corps  for  a  day.  With 
uroper  care  and  attention  the  wagons  can  be  kept  continually  full. 
One  additional  wagon  will  be  given  to  the  battery  in  each  division  for 
hauling  forage  and  the  rest  filled  as  above  ordered. 

II.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow: 

1.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
relieve  the  skirmishers  of  the  Third  Division  at  daylight,  and  at  the 
same  hour  move  forward  his  command  to  the  nearest  liigh  ground  to 
the  bridge,  placing  one  regiment  in  position  as  sapi)ort  to  the  battery. 
He  will  demonstrate  strongly  against  the  enemy,  as  though  he  intended 
to  force  a  crossing. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move 
his  command  at  an  early  hour  to  a  point  already  designated  below  the 
bridge  and  endeavor  to  effect  a  crossing. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  Avill  be  pre- 
pared to  move  to  the  support  of  General  Force  at  7  a.  m. 

4.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hughes 
commanding,  will  move  at  daylight  to  liowe's  Bridge,  and  make  a 
strong  demonstration  against  the  forces  there,  as  if  he  intended  to 
cross. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

O.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

North  Fork  Edisto,  February  11,  1865. 

Capt.  C.  Cable, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tliat  the  bridge  is  burned. 
The  pickets  heard  the  rebels  at  work,  but  could  see  nothing,  and  their 
lire  was  ineffe(;tive,  as  the  rebels  appear  to  have  worked  under  the 
bridge.  The  bridge  burst  into  a  sudden  flame,  as  if  combustibles  hiul 
been  previously  prepared.  When  it  was  lighted,  one  of  the  party  leai)ed 
upon  the  bridge,  and  was  immediately  shot.  Besides  this,  at  least  three 
other  rebels  were  killed  to-day ;  one  near  the  bridge  on  the  advance  and 
two  in  the  swamp.  At  least  one  other  was  seriously  wounded. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  FORCE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

A  captain  and  seventeen  men,  wading  half  a  mile  of  swamp,  felled  a 
tree  at  a  narrow  place  and  crossed  the  river  to  dry  land.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  they  crossed  above  Caw  Caw. 


Williston,  S.  C,  February  11,  I860 — ,9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Davis: 

General:  1  have  been  sent  to  this  place  by  General  Kilpatrick  to 
request  of  the  officer  in  command  of  the  infantry,  which  he  supposed  I 
would  find  <at  this  point,  to  move  up  as  far  as  Windsor  Station  to  his 
support.    He  has  been  engaged  to-day  with  a  large  portion  of  Wheeler's 
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command.  I  find  that  that  portion  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  which  was 
at  this  place  left  this  morning,  and  yours  is  probably  at  present  the 
nearest  infantry. which  can  be  brought  to  General  Kilpatrick's  support, 
provided  he  needs  it.  A  staff  officer  of  General  Slocum's  requests  me 
to  say  that  he  is  here  with  orders  for  you.  How  soon  do  you  think 
your  column  will  reach  this  place? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  DAY, 
Captain  and  Provost-Marshal,  Third  Cavalry  Division. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Duncan's  Bridge,  8.  C,  February  11, 1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Jeflcoat's  Bridge,  over 
the  North  Fork  of  the  Edisto  Eiver,  as  follows :  Second  Division  at  7 
a.  m..  Third  Division  and  cavalry  train  at  8  a.  m..  First  Division  at  9  a.  ni. 
In  case  the  trains  of  the  Third  Division  and  cavalry  should  not  cross 
the  river  to-night  this  order  of  march  will  be  changed  and  these  trains 
will  march  in  rear  of  the  trains  of  the  First  Division.  The  corps  sup- 
ply train  will  hereafter,  without  orders  to  the  contrary,  march  imme- 
diately in  rear  of  the  trains  of  the  leading  division,  and  the  artillery 
ammunition  trains  of  the  leading  division  and  the  artillery  ammuni- 
tion train  immediately  in  rear  of  the  train  of  the  center  division. 
To-morrow  General  Geary  will  march  one  unencumbered  brigade  as 
the  advance,  and  General  Jackson  will  detail  three  regiments  as  a  rear 
guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will  accompany  the  rear  guard.  The 
balance  of  the  artillery  will  march  in  rear  of  the  advance  brigade. 
General  Geary  will  so  dispose  of  his  two  brigades  as  to  cover  the 
artillery,  his  own  train,  and  the  corps  supply  train.  General  Jackson 
with  his  division  will  cover  the  balance  of  the  train.  As  soon  as  pos- 
sible the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  corps  will  subdivide  the  cavalry 
train  and  assign  one-third  of  it  to  each  division,  which  portions,  as 
long  as  that  train  remains  with  us,  will  form  part  of  the  trains  of  the 
respective  divisions.  The  engineer  troops  with  their  trains  will  march 
immediately  in  rear  of  the  artillery,  starting  at  7  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams : 

CHAS.  MOIBE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Stono  Inlet,  8.  C,  February  11, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Chief  of  8taff,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
General:  1  have  to  report  that  I  assumed  command  of  this  depart- 
ment on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant.  The  only  operations  going  on 
here  are  diversions  ordered  by  Major-General  Sherman,  one  from 
Pocotaligo  toward  Charleston,  and  the  other  now  about  starting  from 
this  point  to  land  in  Bull's  Bay.  Brigadier- General  Hatch  commands  the 
former  and  Brigadier-General  Potter  the  latter.  General  Hatch  has  less 
than  4,000  men,  and  the  most  I  can  scrape  together  for  General  Potter 
are  1,300.    For  raids  and  small  expeditious  along  the  coast  I  desire  to 
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arm  a  small  brigade  of  about  2,000  men  with  Spencer  rifles,  or  if  the 
rifles  cannot  be  procured,  with  Spencer  carbines,  and  I  request  that 
the  arms  may  be  forwarded  to  me  without  delay.  I  will  cause  a  requi- 
sition for  them  to  be  made  by  the  ordnance  officer  as  soon  as  I  return 
to  Hilton  Head.  I  had  a  brigade  thus  armed  in  the  Tenth  Corps,  and 
I  never  hesitated  to  set  them  against  two  to  three  times  their  number. 
If  the  entire  2,000  arms  cannot  be  sent  at  once,  a  part  will  answer, 
even  if  the  lot  contains  a  mixture  of  rifles  and  carbines.  I  attach  con- 
siderable importance  to  this  matter  in  the  present  reduced  state  of  this 
command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q,  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Dist.  of  Elobida,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 
Jacksonville,  Ma,,  February  11, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Defpartment  of  tlie  South: 

General  :  I  beg  respectfully  to  lay  before  you  the  following  par- 
ticulars, viz :  A  few  days  ago  a  party  under  Lieutenant- Colonel  Wil- 
coxson.  Seventeenth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  went  out  after  cotton 
with  ten  4-horse  teams,  and  numbering  in  all  48  men,  4  officers,  and  40 
horses,  all  of  which  were  captured,  and  1  officer  (Lieutenant  Chatfleld), 
killed.  Since  hearing  of  this  report  the  brigadier-general  command- 
ing, on  whose  staff  I  have  the  honor  to  be  serving,  has  been  extremely 
ill,  and  I  deem  it  proper  to  state  the  fact  to  you  thus  privately.  Colonel 
Tilghmau  has  been  ordered  to  Saint  Augustine  and  it  leaves  the  troops 
at  this  place  for  the  present  under  command  of  a  captain.  Should 
anything  occur  requiring  "prompt  attention  I  do  not  believe  the  general 
would  be  capable  for  at  least  one  week  of  attending  to  it.  I  hope  you 
will  pardon  the  manner  of  thus  informing  you  of  this,  but  the  extreme 
urgency  of  the  case  and  the  responsible  position  which  I  hold  here 
compel  me  so  to  do. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J,  EOBINSON, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  February  11, 1865. 

(Received  9.30  a.  m.,  16th.) 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General  : 
I  am  directed  by  Major-General  Schofield  to  make  requisitions  for 
400,000  rations  of  forage  and  20,000  pairs  of  shoes  for  the  use  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  army.  These  supplies  will  be  shipped  to  Beaufort 
Harbor,  where,  according  to  the  general's  directions,  the  vessels  will 
await  orders.  The  vessels  should  be  of  eleven  feet  draft,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  enter  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  if  desired,  and  should  be  at  Beau- 
fort by  the  25th  of  this  month.    These  supplies  will  be  in  addition  to 
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ttose  required  by  the  troops  of  this  department.    I  have  written  more 
particularly  in  a  communication  addressed  to  you,  and  which  you  will 
probably  receive  shortly  after  this  is  handed  to  you. 
EespectfuUy,  &c., 

GEO.  S.  DODGE, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 

Note.— The  above  dispatch  was  addressed  to  "Telegraph  Operator," 
and  instead  of  being  delivered  at  Fort  Monroe,  was  brought  to  the 
telegraph  office.  War  Department. 
EespectfuUy,  &c., 

THOS.  T.  ECKEET, 
Major  and  Assistant  Superintendent  JJ.  8.  Military  Telegraph. 


Chief  Quaetermastee's  Oppiob, 
Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  February  11, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- Geiieral  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  B.  C: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  an  order 
received  from  General  Schofield,*  in  which  he  desires  that  400,000 
rations  of  forage  and  20,000  pairs  of  shoes  be  forwarded  to  Beaufort 
Harbor,  for  the  use  of  General  Sherman's  army.  As  the  general  sug- 
gests, these  stores  should  be  shipped  only  in  such  light-draft  vessels  as 
wiU  be  competent  to  enter  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver  or  Beaufort  Harbor,  as 
may  [be]  deemed  advisable.  The  bar  at  Beaufort  will  admit  vessels 
drawing  fourteen  feet  of  water,  while  that  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cape 
Fear  Eiver  will  allow  no  vessel  of  heavier  draft  than  eleven  feet  to 
come  over  it.  It  would  be  advisable,  therefore,  to  limit  the  draft  of 
the  vessels  in  which  the  above-mentioned  supplies  will  be  sent  to 
eleven  feet,  so  as  to  prevent  any  detention  at  the  bar  of  Cape  Fear. 
In  addition  to  such  supplies  of  forage  and  shoes  as  General  Schofield 
has  directed,  would  it  not  be  as  well  to  send  a  vessel  having  an 
assorted  cargo  of  whatever  clothing,  &c.,  may  probably  be  needed  in 
the  army  of  General  Sherman.  Please  cause  these  supplies  to  be  for- 
warded in  season  to  reach  Beaufort  by  the  25th  of  the  present  month, 
and  direct  that  they  remain  there,  subject  to  the  order  of  General 
Schofield  or  myself.  I  respectfully  request  that  these  articles  be 
invoiced  in  blank  for  the  present,  until  the  arrival  of  the  proper  officer 
to  receipt  for  them.  I  have  this  day  telegraphed  you,  via  Fortress 
Monroe,  to  the  same  effect  as  above,  and  forward  this  communication 
as  explanatory  of  my  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

G.  S.  DODGE, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Signal  Station,  February  11, 1865 — 8.05  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

Colonel  Dodge  has  gone  to  see  you.    If  no  troops  are  landed  to-night 
in  the  steamers  the  mules  can  be  landed  by  the  steamer  Howard. 

LAMB, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

'~~  '  See  10th,  p.  384. 
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Special  Oedees,  )   Hdqes.  Dept.  op  I^oeth  Caeolina, 

C  Aemy  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  2.  )  Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  11,  1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  E.  B.  Treat,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps,  is  hereby  temporarily  assigned  to  duty  as  acting- 
chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  this  department. 

III.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  r.  Boyd,  chief  quartermaster  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps,  will  proceed  to  Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  purpose  of  organ- 
izing field  transportation  for  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  and  for- 
warding necessary  quartermaster's  supplies.  Colonel  Boyd  will  return 
to  these  headquarters  as  soon  as  he  has  completed  the  duty  assigned 
him. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetees  Department  of  Noeth  Caeolina, 

Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  11,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  X.  Palmee,  New  Berne,  N.  C. : 

Geneeal  :  I  hope  General  Meagher's  troops  have  reached  you  by 
this  time,  and  that  you  will  be  able  to  advance  very  soon.  I  shall 
commence  operations  here  immediately,  without  waiting  for  the  arrival 
of  the  remainder  of  my  troops.  The  object  to  be  accomplished  is  to 
secure  a  new  base  and  depot  of  supplies  for  General  Sherman.  This 
must  be  accomplished  by  the  5th,  or  if  possible  by  the  1st,  of  March. 
He  desires  it  at  Goldsborough,  or  as  near  that  point  as  possible.  1 
shall  endeavor  to  take  Wilmington  as  soon  as  possible,  and  then 
advance  rapidly  toward  Goldsborough,  so  as  to  secure  possession  of 
the  railroad  before  the  enemy  can  destroy  it.  I  desire  you  at  the  same 
time  to  get  possession  of  the  railroad  crossing  of  Neuse  Eiver,  when 
we  will  operate  in  concert  against  Goldsborough,  if  it  be  deemed  prac- 
ticable to  take  that  place  before  General  Sherman  arrives.  Make  your 
advance  as  soon  as  you  can  get  ready,  and  if  you  succeed  in  getting 
possession  of  the  river  crossing  intrench  it  strongly.  In  any  event, 
intrench  and  hold  the  most  advanced  point  you  find  practicable,  and 
have  the  railroad  repaired  from  New  Berne  to  your  advanced  position 
as  soon  as  possible.  General  Sherman's  railroad  construction  corps, 
under  Colonel  Wright,  was  here  on  the  steamer  Baltic  a  short  time  before 
I  arrived.  I  presume  they  have  gone  to  Beaufort.  I  will  send  Colonel 
Wright  instructions  to  confer  with  you,  and  commence  his  work  as 
soon  as  you  are  ready  for  him.  My  chief  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary have  been  ordered  to  provide  supplies  for  General  Sherman's 
army,  to  be  shipped  to  Beaufort  Harbor,  but  to  remain  on  board  the 
vessels  until  we  determine,  by  the  result  of  operations,  whether  to  use 
this  harbor  or  Beaufort,  or  both.  I  sent  you  a  brief  dispatch  contain- 
ing the  substance  of  this  from  Fort  Monroe  by  the  steamer  Nereus.  I 
have  not  yet  heard  from  her,  and  fear  some  accident  has  befallen  her. 
At  the  same  time  I  also  ordered  a  pontoon  train  to  come  to  this  place. 
If  it  has  not  already  started,  please  send  it  at  once.  Please  keep  me 
advised  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  your  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 
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[Februaey  12,  1865]— 1. 30  p.  m. 
IMajor  Dayton:] 

Seveuteeuth  Corps  lias  just  carried  the  crossing  of  North  Edisto  mid 
I  ain  waiting  for  the  bridge  to  be  repaired  to  go  into  Orangeburg. 
Notify  Logan.  Write  to  Slocum  as  soon  as  Davis  communicates  witli 
Kilpatrick  to  move  on  Columbia.  Let  him  secure  at  once  the  crossing 
of  North  Edisto. 

SHERMAN, 
Major-Genenil. 


Orangebttrcj,  February  12,  ISC,:'). 
Major  Dayton: 

I  will  stay  at  Howard's  headquarters  to-night  and  overtake  you  in 
the  morning.  Logan  will  move  straight  for  Columbia.  The  Seven- 
t  ienth  Corps  will  break  railroad  to-morrow  up  as  far  as  the  State  road 
and  then  turn  toward  Columbia.  Keep  behind  Logan's  leading  divis- 
ion and  I  will  overtake  you. 

SHERMAN, 
Major-Oeneral. 


[February  12,  1805.] 
[Major  Dayton:] 

Follow  leading  division  Fifteenth  Corps.  We  are  not  certain  as  to 
the  road — whether  there  is  a  road  to  the  west  of  Caw  Caw.  I  will  see 
Howard  in  the  morning  and  get  to  the  head  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Hilton  Head,  Febrvary  12,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W,  T,  Sherman: 

Honorable  Sir:  I  arrived  inside  the  Federal  lines  Thursday,  9tli 
instant,  7  p.  m.  I  will  write  you  the  most  important  news  I  know.  I 
left  Milledgeville  the  25th  of  November  last  on  horseback.  1  came  as 
far  as  Mayfleld  (on  Ogeechee  River,  in  the  edge  of  Warren  County), 
and  there  got  on  board  the  cars  and  came  to  Augusta.  I  arrived  at 
that  place  the  28th  of  November.  Augusta  was  in  a  great  excitement 
at  that  time.  They  moved  all  the  machinery  and  powder  works  over 
to  South  Carolina,  and  General  Fry,  in  command  of  Augusta,  stopped 
all  the  factories,  and  sent  the  men,  with  the  rest  of  the  home  guards, 
down  on  Brier  Creek,  twenty  miles  fi'om  Augusta,  to  defend  the  city 
at  that  place,  and  if  they  were  repulsed  there,  Augusta  was  to  be 
evacuated  and  then  surrendered.  There  were  3,000  men  sent  on  Brier 
Creek  at  Ellison's  Bridge,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  forces  were  sent 
through  South  Carolina  to  Savannah,  which  was  about  5,000.  The 
powder  works  are  one  mile  and  a  half  up  the  river  from  Augusta. 
They  wet  all  the  powder  at  the  powder  works  during  the  excitement. 
There  is  a  breast-work  for  infantry  thrown  up  a  mile  long  out  around 
the  powder  works,  and  at  each  end  of  it  is  a  battery  thrown  up,  and 
four  guns  on  each  battery.  There  is  but  one  battery  ranging  across 
the  river  toward  South  Carolina;  that  is  at  the  foot  of  the  bridge,  to 
protect  it;  it  has  four  guns.  There  are  four  other  batteries  planted 
about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  outside  the  city,  extending  from  the  factory 


396  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.       [Chap,  LIX. 

out  around  the  Waynesborough  and  Atlanta  depot  and  other  Govern- 
ment shops  and  beyond  the  cemetery.  The  cemetery  is  below  the 
city,  in  the  edge  of  the  suburbs.  All  the  batteries  have  four  guns  on 
them.  The  authorities  said  they  would  not  let  the  city  be  burned,  and 
for  that  reason  they  defend  the  city  at  Brier  Greet  and  Branchville, 
and  if  repulsed,  will  surrender  the  city  sooner  than  have  it  burned. 

I  remained  in  Augusta  and  out  fifteen  miles  on  the  Waynesborough 
road,  at  first  one  place  and  then  another,  for  two  weeks.  Then  I  came 
to  Warren  County  and  remained  until  the  1st  of  January,  1865.  I 
went  to  Milledgeville  and  remained  there  three  days.  During  that 
time  I  saw  about  200  wagons  or  more,  all  going  to  Gordon  to  haul  sup- 
plies to  Mayfleld  to  be  sent  by  railroad  to  North  Carolina  and  Vir- 
ginia. They  say  if  Branchville  is  taken  the  armies  in  that  section  of 
the  country  will  suffer  greatly  for  provisions.  I  saw  about  1,000  or 
1,200  infantry  under  General  D.  H.  Hill  and  himself  and  staff  pass 
through  Milledgeville;  they  said  they  were  going  to  West  Georgia. 
On  the  5th  of  January  I  came  to  Jefferson  County,  near  the  edge 
of  Warren  County;  20th  of  January  I  returned  to  Augusta  in  a 
country  wagon  with  some  neighbors.  I  crossed  at  Ellison's  Bridge 
over  Brier  Creek.  It  is  fortified  on  the  north  side.  There  is  a  long  row 
of  breast-works  thrown  up  for  infantry.  About  100  yards  from  the 
swamp  (the  swamp  is  half  a  mile  wide)  I  saw  eight  pieces  of  artillery 
standing  beyond  the  infantry  battery.  There  are  about  1,000  or  1,200 
soldiers  there.  General  Thomas  was  in  command  at  Ellison's  Bridge 
when  I  crossed  on  20th  January.  I  returned  to  Jefferson  County, 
and  on  the  30th  January  my  son,  twelve  years  old,  and  myself 
started  out  on  foot  for  Savannah.  Where  I  started  from  was  six  miles 
beyond  Fenn's  Bridge,  in  Jefferson  County  (which  you  burned  on  Sun- 
day after  you  left  Milledgeville),  to  Louisville,  then  to  Waynesbor- 
ough, then  to  Thomas'  Bridge  on  Brier  Creek.  The  next  crossing 
below  Ellison's  is  Thomas'  Bridge.  It  is  torn  up.  There  is  a  fortifica- 
tion on  the  upper  side  only  for  cannon.  They  have  nine  guns  mounted 
there  and  about  200  men.  The  pickets  set  me  across  the  creek  in  a 
skiff.  Then  I  took  the  lower  Savannah  and  Augusta  road  and  went 
to  Mill  Haven,  eighteen  miles.  There  is  a  pontoon  bridge  there.  It 
is  fortified  with  both  artillery  and  infantry.  There  are  about  1,200 
or  1,500  soldiers  here  in  all.  They  have  an  infantry  breast-works 
thrown  up  on  each  side  the  road.  The  breast-woi-ks  are  very  high, 
and  beyond  that  I  counted  six  pieces  of  artillery.  The  pickets  told 
rae  they  were  looking  for  the  Yankees  hourly,  and  I  had  best  put 
off"  going  over  home.  After  I  crossed  over  I  recrossed  again  and  told 
them  I  was  afraid  to  go  any  farther.  Then  I  came  ten  miles  up  to 
Godfrey's  Bridge.  It  is  torn  up  also.  There  is  a  high  breast-work 
for  infantry,  near  one-fourth  of  a  mile  long,  and  just  beyond  that  is 
the  artillery.  I  saw  nine  pieces  of  artillery  there.  There  are  about 
1,200  soldiers  there.  General  Williams  is  in  command.  The  pickets 
set  rae  over  in  a  skiff.  I  kept  the  lower  road  until  I  crossed  Beaver 
Dam,  a  small  creek.  I  took  the  Middle  Ground  road  to  Sylvania.  At 
Sylvania  there  are  1,200  soldiers.  General  Iverson  is  in  command. 
They  are  stationed  there  and  sent  out  in  squads  of  25  or  100  to  do 
picket  duty.  The  last  line  of  pickets  is  stationed  on  Copper  Branch, 
ten  miles  from  Whitesville  and  twenty  miles  from  Sylvania.  All  his 
force  is  cavalry.  All  the  soldiers  in  this  part  of  the  country  are  men 
from  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama.  They  came  to 
those  points,  they  say,  to  prevent  being  cut  off  from  their  homes  and 
supplies.    General  Ferguson  is  in  command  at  Mill  Haven.    His  men 
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are  cavalry,  though  the  most  of  them  are  dismounted.  When  I  was 
at  Augusta  last  there  were  two  gun-boats  anchored  just  below  the 
bridge.  I  heard  it  rumored  that  Hood's  army  was  near  Augusta  and 
coming  on.  I  did  not  see  a  man  from  Hood's  army.  I  saw  and  read  a 
letter  myself  from  one  of  Hood's  men  to  his  wife,  an  acquaintance 
of  mine.  It  was  dated  January  5,  1865,  from  Tupelo,  Miss.  He 
wrote  that  Hood's  army  was  cut  all  to  pieces.  There  was  not  a 
horse  saved.  They  lost  all  their  cannon,  but  saved  the  carriages 
which  bore  up  the  guns.  He  also  said  Hood  had  given  up  his  com- 
mand to  Dick  Taylor.  He  said  he  had  a  plenty  of  everything  to  eat, 
and  their  winter  quarters  was  at  Tupelo,  Miss.,  and  she  should  address 
him  there.  That  is  the  last  true  account  I  have.  The  railroad  between 
Macon  and  Mayfieid  is  being  rapidly  repaired.  When  I  came  within  a 
mile  of  Copper  Branch,  where  the  pickets  were,  I  cut  across  to  the 
Forty-four  Mile  Post  on  railroad  and  came  to  Savannah. 

NOEA  WINDEE  AND  HEE  SON. 

Geneeal  :  I  am  very  sorry  I  could  [not]  come  to  you  sooner.    The 

young  man  who  was  to  hand  me  the  money  the  day  I  left  Milledgeville 

forgot  to  do  so,  and  consequently  I  had  to  work  my  way  a  part  of  the 

time.    Weaving  pays  well  in  the  Confederacy,  and  I  am  a  splendid 

weaver ;  so  I  stopped  in  Warren  County  and  Jeflerson  County  and  wove 

for  families,  and  by  that  means  I  paid  my  son's  and  my  own  way  to 

Savannah,  though  we  had  to  walk ;  though  if  we  had  been  riding  we 

would  have  been  suspected  by  the  pickets,  and  as  we  were  walking 

we  were  never  suspected  to  be  going  farther  than  five  or  seven  miles. 

I  came  to  you  soon  as  I  could  under  those  circumstances,  having  to  work 

my  way  back.    I  would  like  to  go  to  New  Orleans  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  cannot  go  until  the  commander  of  the  post  at  this  place  hears  from 

you.    I  have  no  means  to  go  on.    I  have  my  only  child  with  me.    He 

is  in  his  twelfth  year.    I  want  him  to  go  to  New  Orleans  with  me. 

Your  obedient,  ,„^„^„^ 

NORA  WINDEE. 

N.  B.— Wheeler's  cavalry  is  in  South  Carolina,  following  after  you  as 
they  did  in  Georgia. 


Special       )         Headquaktees  Department  and 
Field  Okdebs,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

So.  37.  )  Orangeburg,  8.  €.,  February  12, 1865. 

,  '     "       »  *  *  *  *  •       _ 

II.  The  next  movement  of  this  command  will  be  as  follows :  The  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  march 
toward  Sandy  Eun  Post-office,  making  sufficient  distance  so  as  to  reach 
that  point  on  the  14th  instant.  He  will  take  roads  on  either  side,  or 
both  if  practicable,  of  Caw  Caw  Swamp.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Mai  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  will  break  the  railroad  as  far  north  as  the  State 
road  and  send  his  mounted  infantry  to  burn  trestle-work  and  culverts 
beyond  and  endeavor  to  force  the  enemy  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge 
over  the  Congaree  Eiver.  On  reaching  the  State  road  he  will  turn  to 
the  left  and  march  toward  Sandy  Eun  Post-Office,  endeavoring  to  be 
within  four  or  five  miles  of  that  point  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  insUnt. 
The  bridge  train  will  continue  as  at  present.  That  part  ot  it  with  tiie 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  will  follow  one  of  the  divisions  of  that  corps;  that 
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part  of  it  with  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  will  follow  one  of  the  divis- 
ions of  that  corps.    Department  headquarters  will  move  with  the  Tif 
teenth  Army  Corps,  leaving  here  at  0  a.  ni.  to-morrow. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquaktebs  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  12,  18G5 — 10.30  a.  m. 
General  Howard: 

1  am  trying  to  cross  Hazen  at  Shilling's,  demonstrating  at  a  point 
one  mile  and  a  half  above  and  the  same  distance  below.  The  enemy 
seem  to  be  strong  enough  to  make  strong  resistance.  We  are  making 
rafts  under  fire. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  12,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Howard  : 

General:  We  have  one  regiment  across  the  river  one  mile  and  a 
half  below  Shilling's  Bridge,  and  I  am  crossing  other  troops  at  that 
point. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Orangeburg,  S.  C,  February  12,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifleenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I  wish  to  move  your  corps  to  the  point  marked  Sandy 
Eun  Post-OfSce  (on  some  maps,  Sandy  Eun  Meeting  House)  by  a  two 
days'  march.  The  direct  road  on  the  eastern  bank  of  Caw  Caw  Swamp 
from  Orangeburg  is  open  to  you,  and  I  think  you  can  find  another  road 
between  Caw  Caw  Swamp  and  Livingstone  Creek,  running  into  the 
other.  You  can  use  both  roads  if  you  wish.  General  Blair  will  break 
the  railroad  as  far  as  the  State  road,  and  turning  to  the  left  will  pro- 
ceed to  Sandy  Eun  Post-OfQce.  Send  one  division  at  least  by  the  most 
direct  route  you  can  find  to  the  road  above  mentioned  on  the  east 
side  of  Caw  Caw  Swamp.  I  wish  to  follow  that  division  with  my  head- 
quarters. 1  will  send  an  ofiBcer  to  you  to  consult  with  you  in  order 
that  my  headquarters  may  stiirt  at  the  right  time.  I  will  issue  a  field 
order  this  evening,  but  do  not  wait  for  it.  Base  your  order  of  march 
on  this  letter. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqes.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Gamp  near  Shilling's  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  12,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  "Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  respectfully  report  that  this  division  left  camp  at  7  o'clock 
this  morning,  expecting  to  follow  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith's  command, 
but  taking  a  different  and  out-of-the-way  road  it  went  into  camp  about 
1  o'clock  this  p.  m.,  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  Shilling's  Bridge 
over  the  North  Edisto,  on  the  road  leading  to  that  crossing.  My  com- 
mand is  camped  on  the  right  of  the  road  looking  toward  the  river,  with 
one  brigade  back  on  the  Orangeburg.  My  headquarters  are  near  the 
road. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 

Hdqes.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Orangeburg,  S.  C,  February  12, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhl'll, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  broke  camp  at  7  a.  m. 
to-day  and  marched  four  miles  to  the  South  Edisto  River,  where  two 
regiments  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  pushed  down  to  the  river 
bank,  and  one  sent  above  and  one  below  that  point  to  find  crossings. 
An  enemy  was  found  at  the  point  first  approached,  which  proved  to  be 
a  small  brigade.  Trees  were  felled  in  the  river  and  a  crossing  effected, 
Avhen  four  regiments  were  pushed  over  under  command  of  Col.  Wells 
Jones,  Fifty -third  Ohio,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  and  moving  upon 
the  right  flank  of  the  enemy  drove  them  from  their  works,  capturing 
fifty-three  officers  and  men.  Several  others  were  cut  off  from  their 
commands  and  picked  up  by  other  commands.  Both  of  the  other  regi- 
ments succeeded  perfectly  in  effecting  crossings.  The  division  was 
pushed  over  and  moved  to  a  point  near  the  Orangeburg  and  Columbia 
road,  about  five  miles  from  the  latter  place,  where  it  camped  for  the 
night.  My  headquarters  are  with  the  troops.  My  losses  to-day  were 
1  killed  and  3  wounded. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

"W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Keitfs  Plantation,  S.  C,  February  12, 1865—11.4.5  p.  m. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  41,  headquarters 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division 
broke  camp  at  Poplar  Spring  at  8.30  o'clock  this  a.  m.,  and  marched, 
crossing  North  Fork  Edisto  Kiver  at  Shilling's  Bridge,  to  this  point. 
The  command  is  encamped  in  line,  the  First  Brigade,  battery,  and  trains 
on  the  right  and  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  left  of  the  Orangeburg  road, 
fronting  northeast. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  '  JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 
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Hdqbs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
In  the  Meld,  North  Bank  Hdisto  Biver,  8.  C,  February  12, 1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  command  during  the  12th  instant.  Pursuant  to  orders 
from  the  major-general  commanding,  I  moved  my  division  at  7  a.  m., 
following  the  First  Division  of  this  corps  for  a  distance  of  seven  miles, 
when  I  met  Captain  Klostermann,  chief  engineer  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  who  had  instructions  from  the  commanding  general  to  direct  my 
column  upon  a  road  to  the  left.  I  followed  this  road  for  about  five 
miles  and  bivouacked,  with  troops  well  in  hand,  on  the  left  of  the  road 
one  mile  and  a  half  from  North  Branch  Edisto  River,  on  the  left  of  the 
First  Division  of  this  corps,  and  in  support  of  Major-General  Hazen's 
command,  at  this  time  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  on  opposite  bank  of 
the  river,  remaining  in  this  position  during  the  day.  My  command 
has  made  a  quick  march  of  twelve  miles,  besides  placing  considerable 
corduroy,  which,  however,  did  not  retard  the  march  of  the  troops,  and 
made  camp  at  12  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  39.  )  Orangeburg,  8.  C,  February  12,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow : 

1.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
move  his  command  forward  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  road  running  along  the 
railroad  to  a  point  seven  miles  and  a  half  from  Orangeburg,  where 
he  will  begin  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  and  continue  it  until  he 
strikes  the  State  road. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division  until  he  reaches  a  point  three  miles  and  a  half 
from  Orangeburg,  from  whence  he  will  destroy  the  railroad  to  where 
General  Smith  commences.  After  completing  the  work  assigned  he 
will  move  forward  and  encamp  near  the  junction  of  the  State  road  and 
the  railroad. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  wiU  com- 
mence the  destruc  ion  of  the  road  in  the  town  and  destroy  up  to  the 
point  where  General  Mower  commences,  bui-ning  the  depot  and  railroad 
buildings,  if  not  already  done.  He  will  leave  the  regiment  now  doing 
provost  duty  in  the  town  until  everything  has  moved  out,  with  instruc- 
tions to  arrest  all  stragglers  and  hold  them  for  punishment.  After 
completing  his  work  he  will  move  forward  and  encamp  with  the  com- 
mand. 

4.  The  bridge  train  will  move  next  after  the  First  Division. 
6.  The  destruction  of  the  road  will  be  as  complete  as  possible. 

6.  Each  division  commander  will  move  his  train  forward  to  the 
designated  camp  with  a  guard  of  two  regiments. 

7.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move  across  the  river  at 
daylight  and  will  protect  the  right  flank  of  the  line  of  march. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair : 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Shilling's  Bridge,  February  12,  1865. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding : 
General  :  I  am  just  in  receipt  of  a  dispatch  from  General  Sherman, 
who  IS  at  the  crossing  of  Orangeburg,  and  says  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
has  effected  a  lodgment,  and  he  is  waiting  for  the  bridge  to  be  laid  in 
order  to  go  into  Orangeburg.  He  also  directs  that  as  soon  as  General 
Davis  communicates  with  Kilpatrick  you  will  move  on  Columbia.  He 
wants  you  to  secure  a  crossing  of  North  Edisto  at  once.  The  Fifteenth 
Corps  has  a  crossing  at  this  place  now. 
I  am,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Orangeburg,  February  12, 1865 — i.30  p.  m. 
General  Slocuji, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 
General  :  Move  on  Columbia  with  your  two  corps.  Keep  to  the 
left  of  the  Sand  Hills.  Howard  will  reach  railroad  to-morrow  toward 
Columbia,  and  follow.  I  will  attend  the  Fifteenth  Corps  west  of  Caw 
Caw  Swamp.  No  road  is  laid  down,  but  there  must  be  one.  We  will 
all  be  across  Edisto  to-niglit.  Try  and  communicate  with  me  the  day 
after  to-morrow.  Get  your  left  flank  on  Saluda  about  the  factory. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Special        ^       Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  >  Weathers  ton's  Plantation,  *S'.  C, 

No.  8.  )  February  12,  1865 — 5  a.  m. 

General  Baird  will  at  once  move  his  division  by  the  most  direct  road 
to  Johnson's  Station  (leaving  the  pontoniers  now  with  him  at  this 
point),  and  will  then  commence  and  proceed  east,  tearing  up  the  rail- 
road. 

General  Kilpatrick  (unless  otherwise  ordered)  will  support  and  cover 
General  Baird  while  engaged  in  this  work. 

General  Carlin  will  move  immediately  upon  the  railroad  at  a  point 
about  six  or  seven  miles  west  of  Williston,  and  will  destroy  the  road 
to  that  place. 

General  Morgan  will  conduct  his  division,  with  the  trains  of  the 
corps,  direct  through  Williston,  and  push  on  toward  Guignard's 
Bridge. 

Tiie  detachment  First  Michigan  Engineers,  now  on  the  railroad,  will 
report  to  Generals  Carlin  and  Baird,  and  assist  them  in  the  destruction 
of  the  railroad. 

The  greatest  possible  dispatch  will  be  used  in  the  execution  of  these 
movements,  as  it  is  important  that  the  commands  press  on  immediately. 

Corps  headquarters  will  be  along  the  railroad  during  the  day,  and 
to-night  at  Williston. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  0.  McCLUEG, 
TAeulenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headouaetbrs  Poueteenth  Aemy  Ookps, 

WilKston,  8.  C,  February  J2,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Moegan, 

Commandinfi  Second  Division,  FouHeenth  Army  Corps : 
Geneeal:  The  general  commanding  directs  tliat  you  pusli  on  at  an 
early  Lour  in  tlie  morning  and  park  all  your  trains  in  a  good  and  secure 
position  on  the  other  side  of  the  South  Fork  of  the  Edisto  and  there 
await  orders.  General  Davis,  with  General  Carliu's  division,  will  reach 
you  during  the  morning.  Your  attention  is  called  to  the  necessity  of 
closely  guarding  tne  dam  above  the  bridge,  which  you  are  probably 
already  doing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headqtjaetees  Twentieth  Coeps, 

February  li\  1865. 

Major-General  Slocum: 

GE^-EEAL:  The  bridge  is  finished  and  the  Second  Division  is  moving 
forward.    The  enemy  have  Avithdrawn.    We  will  commence  crossing 
the  trains  as  soon  as  Geary  has  pushed  out  far  enough. 
Yery  resDectmlly,  y(rar  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Coast  Division,  Depaetment  of  the  South, 

Pocotaliyo,  8.  C,  February  12,  1803 — 1.30  jj.  m. 

Major-General  Gillmoee, 

Commanding  JDepartment : 

The  enemy,  fearing  a  flank  attack,  evacuated  the  works  at  Combaliee 
Ferry  last  night.  They  were  occupied  by  Colonel  Marple  at  8  a.  m. 
My  auviio. .  had  reached  Combahee  Creek,  where  the  enemy  are  pre- 
paring to  make  a  stout  resistance.  I  did  not  intend  going  farther,  as 
I  was  compelled  to  guard  both  flanks,  and  my  command  is  so  small 
that  it  was  very  dangerous  should  an  enemy  appear  in  force.  I  made 
day  before  yesterday  and  yesterday  a  demonstration  toward  crossing 
Cuckold  Creek  at  two  different  ])oints.  The  route  from  Combahee  is 
only  two  miles  farther  than  Ashepoo  than  from  Cuckold  Creek.  By 
night  I  will  have  finished  the  complete  destruction  of  the  railroad  and 
trestles  for  six  miles.  I  shall  fall  back  part  of  the  way  to-night, 
re-enforce  Combaliee  Ferry,  and  make  my  next  advance  from  there. 
The  work  at  Salkehatchie  bridge  I  am  having  changed  to  a  tete-de-pont, 
and  will  hold  it.  I  should  have  more  troops  to  make  this  demonstra- 
tion eflective. 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  ok  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  8.  C,  February  12,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bennett, 

Cominanding  Post,  Morris  Island,  S.  C: 
Colonel:  You  will  lire  ten  shots  at  the  city  during  this  afternoon 
and  twenty  durin.i;-  the  night.  You  will  give  orders  that  all  of  the 
enemy's  steamers  in  Charleston  Harbor  which  can  be  reached  by  our 
artillery,  or  which  may  appear  at  the  Mount  Pleasant  Wharf,  shall  be 
tired  upon.  The  latter  place  and  Mount  Pleasant  itself  will  be  care- 
fully watched. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 
Captain  and  Actinfj  Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

AuMY  OP  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  12,  1865. 
Kear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron: 
Admiral:  If  the  wind  contiiuies  favorable  I  intend  to  turn  the 
enemy's  i)ositiou  to  night  by  crossing  Masonborough  Sound,  about  two 
miles  below  the  inlet.  I  propose  to  send  a  brigade  of  troops  outside, 
in  small  steamers,  with  my  pontoon  boats  and  such  small  boats  as  you 
can  furnish  me.  Let  them  land  aud  haul  the  boats  over  the  beach  into 
the  sound  aud  thus  cross  to  the  mainland.  The  main  j>ortion  of  the 
troops  will  march  up  the  beach  to  the  point  of  crossing.  I  would  like 
about  thirty  boats  from  the  navy  with  strong  crews,  also  the  steam  tug 
Wilderness,  witli  the  pilot  who  went  with  (Jeneral  Comstock  yesterday. 
It  is  also  important  to  have  a  strong  naval  force  outside  to  cover  the 
lauding.  I  would  like  to  have  the  boats  rei)ort  to  General  Comstock 
at  the  wharf  at  -1  o'clock  this  p.  m.  The  men  should  be  provided  with 
two  or  three  days'  ratious. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major- Qeneral,  Commanding. 


Special  Oeders,  )   Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

\  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  3.  )  Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  12,  1865. 

I.  The  followijig  movement  will  be  made  with  a  view  to  turn  the 
enemy's  position  east  of  Cape  Fear  liiver,  aud  open  the  way  to  Wil- 
mington: 

One  brigade  of  General  Ames'  division  of  General  Terry's  corps  will 
embark  on  light-draft  steamers  at  tlie  Federal  Point  Wharf,  and 
move  outside  to  a  point  on  the  beach  about  two  miles  south  of  Mason- 
borough  Inlet,  where  the  troops  willlaud.  The  remainder  of  General 
Ames'  division,  and  General  Cox's  division  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps, 
will  march  along  the  sea-beach  to  the  point  of  landing. 

Tlie  pontoons,  thirty  in  number,  and  about  the  same  number  of  navy 
boats,  will  be  towed  by  the  steamers  to  the  point  of  landing,  when  they 
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will  be  landed  and  hauled  across  the  beach  into  Masonborough  Sound, 
This  being  accomplished,  the  troops  will  cross  in  the  small  boats  to  the 
mainland. 

The  portion  of  the  expedition  which  moves  by  sea  is  placed  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ooiustock,  whose  orders 
will  be  strictly  obeyed  by  all.  The  commanding  general  will  accompany 
the  main  body  of  the  troops,  and  will  give  orders  for  movements 
against  the  enemy  after  a  landing  is  effected. 

The  boats  will  all  be  at  the  wharf  at  4  o'clock  this  p.  m.  and  report  to 
General  Comstock  for  orders.  The  troops  to  move  by  boat  will  report 
at  the  wharf  at  dark.  The  main  body  of  the  troops  will  march  as  soon 
as  it  is  dark  enough  to  conceal  their  movements  from  the  enemy. 

The  utmost  silence  must  be  preserved  by  the  troops  during  the  move- 
ment, and  on  no  account  will  fires  be  made  or  lights  exhibited,  either 
in  the  boats  or  ashore,  by  which  the  enemy  might  detect  the  movement. 
No  straggling  must  be  jjermitted. 

The  men  will  be  supplied  with  three  days'  rations,  and  as  much 
ammunition  as  they  can  carry  on  their  persons.  The  officers  should 
also  carry  with  them  three  days'  rations. 

General  Terry  with  the  portion  of  liia  troops  not  included  in  this 
expedition  will  press  the  enemy  closely,  commencing  at  daylight  in 
the  morning,  and  will  follow  him  vigorously  if  he  gives  way,  or  attack 
him  if  he  weakens  his  line  so  much  as  +o  justify  it. 

The  troops  will  carry  with  them  a  ;_  jod  supply  of  intrenching  tools. 
******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofleld : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Memoeandum.]  Fort  FisiiBit,  February  12, 1865. 

First.  It  is  proposed  to-night  to  send  Daggett's  brigade  and  Slos- 
son's  engineers,  thirty  pontoons,  and  some  navy  boats,  to  a  point  three 
miles  south  of  Masonborough  Inlet,  called  Big  Hill;  land  them,  haul 
the  boats  across  to  Myrtle  Sound  by  hand;  launch  them  and  ferry 
across  a  column  of  troops  which  will  move  along  beach  to  the  same 
point.  The  gun-boat  Wilderness  will  lead.  The  engineer  troops  must 
be  afloat  by  dusk  and  follow  her;  the  other  troops  to  get  afloat  as 
soon  as  possible  after  dusk  and  follow,  without  other  orders,  the 
Wilderness  to  the  point  mentioned.  Each  steamer  will  tow  some 
pontoons.  The  commanding  officer  will  watch  the  pontoons  carefully 
to  see  they  are  not  injured.  Will  allow  no  lights  on  steamers,  and  no 
noise  or  lights  whatever  after  landing.  On  arriving  at  Big  Hill  the 
navy  boats,  if  on  hand,  will  disembark  the  troops  at  once,  the  engi- 
neers going  in  the  pontoons;  if  not,  the  poAtoons  will  be  used  for  all 
the  troops. 

Second.  The  troops  will  be  formed  on  the  shore,  excepting  engineers 
as  fast  as  they  land.    If  pontoons  are  not  needed  for  disembarkino-  as 
soon  as  some  companies  are  formed  the  pontoons  will  be  moved  back 
from  the  beach  firmly  on  to  the  marsh  grass,  the  landing  beiu"'  made 
near  a  hole  through  the  sand-hill.-    It  is  expected  everybody  will  get 

Third.  Before  starting  across  marsh  a  line  of  guides  must  be  placed  • 
then  move  pontoons,  hauling  them  by  ropes  half  way  across  marsh' 
Number  of  men  to  a  boat  to  be  found  by  trial. 
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Fourth.  Move  pontoons  to  edge  of  saud  and  launch  them,  building 
wharf,  if  needed,  of  pontoon  boats. 

Fifth.  Send  first  detachment  across,  manning  pontoons  with  engineer 
soldiers,  who  will  return  at  once  for  another  load.  Soldiers  must,  if 
banks  are  shoal,  wade  to  get  into  and  out  of  boats,  and  there  must  be 
no  delay.  An  engineer  officer  must  see  to  this  on  each  shore.  If  haul- 
ing lines  would  save  time,  put  two  across— one  for  boats  going,  the 
other  returning. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieuientant- Colonel,  Aide-de-Gamp,  and  Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  13,  1865 — 11.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Eichmond  Whig  of  to-day  contains  the  following: 

Chakleston,  February  10. 
A  force  of  the  enemy,  believed  to  be  from  2,000  to  3,000  strong,  landed  at  Grim- 
ball's,  James  Island,  at  8  o'clock  this  morning,  and  drove  in  our  pickets.  Some 
skirmishing  took  place,  but  no  general  engagement.  Grimball's  is  on  the  Stono 
Kiver,  about  two  miles  southwest  of  Charleston,  the  Ashley  Eiver,  2,000  yai'ds  wide, 
intervening.  The  enemy  are  making  active  demonstrations  at  various  points,  but 
tliey  are  believed  to  be  feints.  A  force  attacked  our  troops  on  the  Salkehatchie  this 
morning,  but  were  easily  repulsed.  They  also  advanced  upon  the  Charleston  road 
near  the  Blue  House,  and  opened  with  artillery,  but  made  no  impression  on  our  lines. 
Intelligence  from  the  road  to-day  reports  that  the  enemy  crossed  the  Edisto  at 
Binnaker's  Bridge.     The  enemy  are  moving  on  Edisto. 

THE  LATEST  FROM  THE  SOUTH. — SHERMAN'S  MOVEMENT. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  on  Friday,  the  4th  instant,  Sherman  crossed  the  Salke- 
hatchie, between  Blackstone  and  Itivers'  Bridge,  thereby  completely  outflanking  our 
forces  and  compelling  them  to  fall  back  to  Branchvillo.  We  liave  since  learned  that 
the  Yankees  forded  the  river  through  water  waist-deep  at  Rivers'  Bridge.  A  sharp 
engagement  took  place,  which  lasted  several  hours,  in  which  General  Wheeler's 
cavalry  inflicted  severe  injury  upon  the  enemy.  On  the  8th  a  heavy  column  of  his 
infantry  struck  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  at  Grahamvillo,  about  eighteen  miles 
west  of  Branchville,  while  Kilpatrick,  with  a  cavalry  force,  occupied  Blackville,  on 
the  same  road,  about  nine  miles  a  little  northwest  of  Grahamville.  Then  a  portion 
of  Sherman's  column,  it  was  rumored  yesterday,  moved  forward,  crossing  the  South 
Edisto  and  flanking  Branchville  on  the  west,  and  advanced  to  Orangeburg,  on  the 
Columbia  and  Branchville  road,  sixteen  miles  north  of  the  latter  point.  Orangeburg 
is  a  beautiful  village  of  about  1,000  inhabitants,  and  has  been  a  favorite  retreat  of 
refugees  from  Charleston.  It  was  largely  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  indigo 
before  the  war. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Big  Crotehpen  Greek,  S.  G.,  February  13, 1865. 

Major-General  Sherman  : 

General:  General  Blair  has  destroyed  the  railroad  to  where  the 
State  road  crosses  the  same,  and  also  the  trestle-work  a  little  farther. 
He  encamps  at  that  intersection  to-night.  He  reports  that  the  enemy 
have  not  destroyed  forage,  cotton,  &c.,  on  his  road.    I  have  directed 


406  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  P.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.       [Chap.  LIX. 

liim  to  let  one  division  -n-ork  on  tlie  railroad  till  12  m.  to-morrow,  and 
then  follow  the  other  two  divisions,  which  will  start  in  the  morning 
with  the  train. 


Very  respectfully, 


O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Sear  Crotchpen  Swamp  Creek,  8.  C,  FeOrnary  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  Comdg.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I  arrived  here  1.15  p.  ni.  The  column  is  not  far  behind. 
My  headquarters  will  he  near  a  cliurcli  about  twelve  miles  from  Orange- 
burg and  thirteen  miles  from  Sandy  Kun  Fost-Oftice,  I  think,  near  Big 
Crotch  Swamp,  as  marked  on  the  map.  Captain  lieese  will  reconnoiter 
and  try  to  strike  your  column.  The  enemy  is  burning  forage,  cotton, 
&c.,  in  our  front.  If  he  leaves  any  cotton  don't  fail  to  burn  it.  I  will 
meet  you  to-morrow  morning  at  Sandy  liun  Post-Office,  but  should  you 
arrive  first,  please  push  a  division  across  Sandy  Creek  so  as  to  give  us 
possession  of  the  mills  if  the  rebels  liave  not  destroyed  them.  I  received 
your  report  of  operations  this  morning,  and  congratulate  you  heartily 
on  your  success.* 

Yours,  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Buclcer^s  Plantation,  8.  C,  February  13, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
MA.J0R:  I  respectfully  report  that  I  left  camp  near  Shilling's  Bridge 
nt  10  o'clock  this  a.  m.  (I  crossed  to  the  side  of  the  North  Edisto  during 
the  night),  and  following  General  Corse  on  the  road  toward  Sandy 
linn  Post-Oftice  until  within  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  itiy  present 
cami>,  I  took  a  road  leading  me  to  Rucker's  ])lantation,  where  I  am  in 
camp,  about  one  mile  to  the  left  of  the  main  road,  lacing  northwest. 
My  headquarters  are  near  the  house  of  Mrs.  Eucker. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-Gencral. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bi{i  Cfotehpcn  Creel;  8.  C,  Febrtiary  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  tliat  this  division  broke  camp  at  10  a.  m. 
to-day  and  arrived  at  this  point  at  4  p.  m.  My  headquarters  are  oii 
the  main  Columbia  road,  half  a  mile  south  of  iiig  Crotcjhpen  Creek. 
In  the  affair  of  yesterday  2  men  were  killed  and  4  wounded.  Our 
captures  were  57,  coinjmsiug  several  officers. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEX, 

Major-  General. 
*See  extract,  Part  I,  p.  225. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Big  Crotchpen  Branch,  «S'.  C,  February  13, 1865. 

Maj.  M.  "VYooDHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at 
Keitt's  plantation,  near  North  Edisto  liiver,  at  6.30  this  a.  in.  and 
marched,  crossing  Caw  Caw  Swamp  on  the  Orangeburg  to  Orangeburg 
and  Sandy  Run  Post  Office  road,  thence  north  to  tliis  point,  encamping 
at  about  4  p.  m.  inline  of  battle,  the  First  Brigade  on  east  side of.road, 
fronting  north,  and  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  west  side,  fronting  north- 
west. These  headquarters  are  established  upon  tlie  west  side  of  the 
road  immediately  in  rear  of  Second  Brigade;  distance  marched,  seven- 
teen miles. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Jn  the  Field,  Little  Beaver  Creek,  S.  C,  February  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  regard  to 
the  movements  of  this  division  to-day,  the  13th  instant: 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding,  I  broke 
camj)  at  5  a.  m.,  crossing  North  Branch  Edisto  River,  and  passing  the 
First  Division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  in  bivouac;  matle  a  short  halt  to 
close  my  column  and  admit  headquarters  teams  of  the  Military  Divis- 
ion of  the  Mississippi  and  corps.  From  this  point  I  moved  forward 
upon  good  roads  to  Little  Beaver  Creek,  a  distance  of  seventeen  miles 
from  my  point  of  departure,  and  where  my  troops  are  now  in  bivouac 
in  a  defensible  position  and  strongly  picketed. 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Special        )        Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 
Field  Orders,  }  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  IC.  3  In  the  Field,  8.  C,  February  13,  1865. 

******* 
II.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  march  at  5  o'clock  this 
a.  m.  on  the  direct  road  to  Sandy  Run  Post-OfBce  in  the  following  order: 

1.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  General  Rice  commanding,  with  its  train 
and  Battery  H,  one  regiment  thrown  in  rear  of  the  same. 

2.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding,  with  his 
regiments  marching  by  the  side  of  train,  extending  tliem  so  as  to  best 
guard  the  same. 

3.  Trains  in  the  following  order:  First,  ambulances;  second,  hve 
wagons  of  ordnance  train;  third,  supply  tra,in;  fourth,  ordnance  train; 
fifth,  brigade  trains. 

4.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding,  with  three 
regiments  in  rear  of  the  column  and  one  regiment  by  the  side  of  the 
supply  train. 
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The  pioneer  corps  will  move  invariably  in  advance  of  the  infantry. 
Commanding  officers  of  troops  and  officers  in  charge  of  trains  will 
exert  themselves  to  keep  the  column  close  and  compact  during  the 
march. 

******* 

IT.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  march  at  7  a.  m.  to-mor- 
row, the  14th  instant,  on  the  direct  Orangeburg  and  Columbia  road,  in 
the  following  order: 

1.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding,  with  its 
train  and  Battery  H,  one  regiment  thrown  in  rear  of  the  same. 

2.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding,  with  his 
regiments  marching  by  the  side  of  train,  extending  them  so  as  to  best 
guard  the  same. 

3.  Trains  in  the  following  order:  First,  ambulances;  second,  five 
wagons  of  ordnance  train;  third,  supply  train;  fourth,  ordnance  train; 
fifth,  brigade  trains. 

4.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  Brigadier-General  Rice  commanding, 
with  three  regiments  thrown  in  rear  of  the  column,  and  one  regiment 
by  the  side  of  the  supply  train. 

The  pioneer  corps  will  move  out  in  advance  a  few  moments  before 
the  hour  designated. 

*  *  t  r  *  *  * 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  (ieu.  John  JVI.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEETS, 

A  ssistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headqtjartkrs  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Whalefs,  February  13,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Yan  Dyke, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Captain:  My  command  is  encamped  two  miles  northwest  of  the 
intersection  of  the  State  road  and  railroad.    The  road  has  been  com- 
pletely destroyed  up  to  the  State  road.    The  rebels  are  not  burning 
forage  or  cotton  on  our  line.    We  destroy  all  the  latter, 
liespeutfully, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Big  Grotchjten  Greek,  S.  G.,  February  13,  186S. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Govivianding  Seventeenth  Army  Gorps : 
General  :  General  Sherman  desires  that  more  work  be  done  on  the 
railroad.  The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  continue  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  railroad  up  to  noon  to-morrow,  and  for  that  purpose  you 
detach  one  division,  allowing  it  to  work  up  to  noon  to-morrow  and 
allowing  its  transportation  to  move  forward  with  the  other  two  divisions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No,  40.  )      Whaley^s  Plantation,  8.  C,  February  13, 1865^ 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  tomorrow: 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move 
forward  his  command  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  Sandy  Run  Post-Office  road. 

2.  The  train  of  tlie  Third  Division,  with  a  guard  of  one  regiment, 
will  follow  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 

3.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
follow  the  train  of  the  Third  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9 
o'clock. 

4.  Brig,  Gen,  M.  F,  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  com- 
mence work  on  the  railroad  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow  at  the  point  where  the 
Fourth  Division  left  off  to-day,  and  will  destroy  until  12  m.,  at  which 
hour  he  will  move  by  the  most  practicable  route  to  Big  Beaver  Creek, 
on  the  State  road,  where  the  command  will  encamp  to-morrow  night. 
He  will  effectually  burn  all  trestle-work  and  culverts  that  may  be  on 
the  portion  of  the  road  destroyed, 

5.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  proceed  up  the  railroad 
to  a  point  four  miles  from  this  i)lace,  where  they  will  commence  to  burn 
all  culverts  and  trestle-work  they  may  strike  up  to  the  Congaree,  and 
upon  reaching  the  river  they  Avill  demonstrate  strongly  against  the 
bridge,  so  as  to  force  the  enemy  to  burn  it,  or,  if  practicable,  burn  it 
themselves.  Having  accomplished  this,  they  will  proceed  by  the  river 
road  to  camp  on  Big  Beaver  Creek. 

6.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  Fourth  Division. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F,  P.  Blair : 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


North  Edisto,  February  13, 1865 — 7  a.  m. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
•We  secured  the  bridge  last  night  and  have  already  rebuilt  it.  We 
lost  fifteen  men,  killed  and  wounded.  Shall  move  forward  today  about 
ten  miles.  Davis  is  not  up.  I  shall  send  a  party  to  build  the  bridge 
over  North  Fork  for  him.  Kilpatrick  is  at  Johnson's,  the  first  station 
east  of  Aiken.  He  had  skirmish  on  Saturday,  in  which  he  lost  fifty 
men.  I  shall  communicate  with  you  to  morrow. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Special        )       Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  }  GuignarWs  Bridge,  8.  C, 

jsfo.  9.  )  February  13, 1865. 

General  Morgan  will  move  to-morrow  at  6  a.  m.  from  his  present 
position  by  the  direct  road  to  Horsey's  Bridge,  over  the  North  Fork  of 
the  Edisto. 

General  Carlin  will  march  at  6  a.  m.,  and  will  follow  General  Morgan. 

General  Baird  will  take  charge  of  all  the  trains  now  at  this  point, 
and  will  follow  the  column,  marching  at  0  a.  m.  ,  -r,  ■  j 

The  cavalry  will  cross  South  Fork  of  Edisto  in  rear  of  General  Baird, 
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The  pontoniers  and  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  be  reported  by 
their  commanding  officer  to  General  Morgan,  and  will  march  under  his 
direction  until  farther  orders. 
Corps  headquarters  will  move  in  rear  of  General  Morgan. 
By  order  of  Bvt,  Mai.  Gen.  J.  0.  Davis: 

A.  O.  McCLUEG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

OmgnarWs  Bridge,  iS.  C,  February  13, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 
The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  at  once  order  a  brigade  of 
your  division  torelievethe  brigade  of  General  Mitchell  (Morgan's  divis- 
ion), which  is  DOW  guarding  the  trains  of  the  corps  at  this  point.  This 
brigade  will  remain  in  charge  of  the  trains  until  it  is  relieved  by  further 
orders,  which  will  probably  be  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning.  A  com- 
pany will  at  once  relieve  the  company  of  General  Mitchell's  brigade 
now  guarding  the  mill  and  dam.  Very  close  watch  will  be  Itept  upon 
the  latter,  as  its  destruction  involves  tlie  entire  destruction  of  the 
"crossing  of  the  Edisto.  You  will  cross  the  remainder  of  your  command 
in  rear  of  General  Mitchell. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )        Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

No.  4.  (  Wear  Jones^  Cross- Roads,  February  13, 186'b. 

Hereafter  foraging  parties  sent  out  must  not  consist  of  less  than  fifty 
men,  under  command  of  a  commissioned  officer  (without  especial  per- 
mission from  these  headquarters),  who  will  at  all  times  keep  his  meu 
Avell  in  hand,  and  will  under  no  pretense  allow  them  to  enter  houses 
for  purpose  of  plunder.  Within  the  last  few  days  several  men  have 
been  captured  by  straggling  from  parties  sent  out  for  the  purpose'of 
foraging.  Division  and  brigade  commanders  will  make  it  their  esi^ecial 
attention  to  see  that  this  order  is  promulgated  through  quartermasters, 
commissaries,  surgeons,  ordnance,  and  all  other  officers,  to  all  meu 
under  their  command. 

By  commaud  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams : 

CHAS.  MOTEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


General  Orders,  )        Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

No.  5.  )  Near  Jones'  Cross-Boads,  S.  C,  February  13, 1865. 

Hereafter  cattle  lierds,  in  crossing  swamps,  rivers.  &c.,  where  it  is 
impossible  for  them  to  be  marched  on  the  flanks  of  tie  column  will  be 
driven  in  rear  of  their  respective  brigades,  and  where  division  herds 
are  formed,  in  rear  of  the  division.  Captain  Bickford  will  cause  his 
herd  to  be  driven  in  the  rear  of  the  corps  supply  train. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  WiUiains: 

CHAS.  MOTEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


chap.lix.]  correspondence,  etc. union.  411 

Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Kear  Jones^  Gross-Roads,  8.  C,  February  13, 1865. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  towiird  Lexington,  as  follows: 
First  Division  at  7  a.  m.,  Second  Division  at  8  a.  ni.,  Third  Division 
at  9  a.  m.  General  Jackson  will  march  his  entire  command,  unencum- 
bered, in  advance.  General  Geary  will  dispose  of  his  troops  so  as  to 
cover  and  effectually  protect  the  trains  of  his  own  and  GencT-al  Jack- 
son's division.  The  batteries  will  march  in  the  same  order  as  to-day. 
General  Ward  will  mnrcli  three  regiments  in  rear  of  the  train,  as  a  rear 
guard.  Division  comraauders  will  promulgate  this  order  to  their 
division  quartermasters,  and  will  see  that  the  trains  march  in  tlieir 
proper  places.  The  following  is  the  assignment  of  the  cavalry  train: 
Second  Brigade  and  ambulance  train  with  the  train  of  the  First  Divis- 
ion; First  and  Tliird  Brigades  with  tlie  Second  J)ivision;  cavalry 
supply  train  with  the  Third  ])ivision.  The  train  of  the  Michigan 
Engineers  will  march  at  the  head  of  the  train  of  the  leading  division. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

GHAS.  MOYEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

February  IS,  I860.     ( Received  4.30  p.  m.  17th.) 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va. : 
General:  The  inclosed  dispatch*  contains  the  latest  information 
from  General  Sherman's  army.  His  instructions  in  regard  to  Bull's 
liay  are  uow  being  carried  out.  General  Hatch  is  north  of  the  Oom- 
bahee  lUver,  and  will  push  forward.  1  shall  visit  him  to  morrow  and 
remain  witb  him  some  days,  if  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 


Headqx:arters  Department  of  the  South, 

mifon  Head,  8.  C,  February  13,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  8tates,  City  Point,  \a.: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  assumed  command  of 
this  department  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant.  I  started  the  same 
night  to  set  on  foot  a  demonstration  which  (leneral  Sherman  had 
ordered  to  be  made  on  the  8th  at  Bull's  Bay,  S.  G.,  but  which  General 
Foster  delayed  because  (General  Sherman's  advance  had  been  some- 
what retarded  by  bad  roads.  Before  the  troops  were  ready  to  embark 
from  Folly  Island,  where  they  had  been  rendezvoused,  1  ascertained 
that  my  presence  was  required  at  Hilton  Head,  and  therefore  left 
Brigadier-General  Potter  to  take  charge  of  the  demonstration,  mcoop- 
eration  with  a  suitable  force  from  the  navy.  I  have  since  learned  that 
the  landing  would  probrtV)lv  be  effected  yesterday.  General  Potter's 
orders  were  to  seize  the  principal  roads  leading  to  the  interior,  throw 
-  See  Sherman  to  Foster,  February  7,  p.  338. 
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,    ^.    ^.,    a,    v^ji., 


up  works,  aud  give  the  aft'air  tbe  appearauce  of  a  permanent  lodgment, 
for  the  i)iirpose  of  co-operating  with  General  Sherman.  General  Potter 
has  but  1,300  men,  and  I  can  spare  hini  no  more.  General  Hatch,  with 
3,500  jnen,  is  north  of  tlie  Oonibahee  River.  He  has  destroyed  several 
miles  of  the  railroad  north  of  Pocottiligo,  including  some  impgrtant 
trestle  bridges.  I  will  at  once  push  him  forward,  as  General  Sherman 
directs,  toward  the  Edisto  Kiver,  if  it  be  a  possible  thing  to  do  so.  I 
shall  visit  him  to-morroAv.  A  package  of  dispatches  from  your  head- 
quarteis  for  General  Sherman  was  turned  over  to  me  by  General  Foster 
to  be  forwarded.  They  are  now  in  General  Hatch's  possession,  who  has 
directions  to  send  them,  if  it  can  be  done  with  safety;  otherwise  their 
contents  will  be  communicated  verbally  to  two  or  three  trusty  scouts, 
who  will  try  and  liud  their  way  to  General  Sherman's  headquarters. 
General  Hatch  may  not  be  able  to  spare  a  suitable  escort  for  such  a 
purpose. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major-  Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
General:  A  dis]>atch*  in  cipher  and  in  triphcate  has  been  received 
from  General  Sherman's  headquarters,  which  no  one  here  familiar  with 
such  matters  has  been  able  to  translate.  I  have  therefore  directed  a 
steamer,  which  is  now  ready  to  start  north,  to  touch  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
aud  have  the  dispatch  telegraphed  to  Lieuteuant-General  Grant. 
Admiral  Dahlgren  has  what  purports  to  be  a  key  to  the  cipher,  left 
with  him  by  General  Sherman,  but  something  appears  to  be  wanting 
on  it,  for  it  has  not  been  of  any  use  to  us.  I  am  informed  that  the 
admiral  also  has  a  cipher  dispatch  from  General  Sherman  which  he 
lias  not  been  able  to  translate.  I  respectfully  request  that  I  may  be 
furnished  with  a  key  to  the  cipher  used  by  General  Sherman,  with  full 
explanations  for  its  use. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  the  dispatch  has  been  deciphered  and 
an  original  copy  sent  to  General  Grant  and  yourself  by  telegraph. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  13, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General:  There  are  in  my  custody  495  rebel  ofBcers,  prisoners  of 
war.  They  were  sent  to  this  department  in  August,  1864,  by  your 
order,  to  be  placed  under  fire,  in  retaliation  for  the  Union  ofQcers  held 
by  the  rebels  under  fire  at  Charleston,  S.  0.  On  October  13  1864 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  commanding  at  Charleston,  notified  Gen- 
*  See  Sherman  to  Foster,  February  7,  p.  338^  " 
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era!  Foster  that  our  officers  had  been  removed  from  Charleston,  and 
the  rebel  prisoners  were  accordingly  removed  from  Morris  Island, 
where  they  had  been  placed  to  carry  out  the  above  order;  313  men  are 
now  confined  at  Fort  Pulaski,  Ga.,  and  182  in  the  barracks  of  the  pro- 
vost-guard house  at  Hilton  Head.  I  respectfully  ask  permission  to 
return  these  prisoners  to  a  military  prison  at  the  North,  upon  the  fol- 
lowing grounds:  With  the  small  number  of  troops  in  this  department 
available  at  present  for  garrison  and  guard  duty,  the  only  places  whei-e 
I  can  keep  them  without  danger  of  escaping  are  Fort  Pulaski  and  the 
provost  barracks  here.  Fort  Pulaski  is  needed  for  use  as  a  military 
prison  by  General  Grover,  commanding  the  District  of  Savannah,  and 
for  the  detention  of  spies  and  doubtful  charatiters,  who  are  being  sent 
back  by  General  Sherman.  The  barracks  here  are  overcrowded  with 
stragglers,  convalescents,  and  recruits,  continually  arriving  at  this  point 
in  large  numbers  en  route  for  General  Sherman's  army.  The  presence 
of  these  prisoners  subjects  our  own  soldiers  of  the  above  classes  to 
great  inconvenience  and  apparent  neglect.  These  barracks  are  also 
the  receptacle  of  numerous  refugees  and  rebel  deserters,  who  are  arriv- 
ing from  General  Sherman's  rear  in  considerable  numbers.  Besides, 
the  retaliatory  object  for  which  they  Avere  originally  sent  here  having 
been  accomplished,  by  compelling  the  rebels  to  withdraw  our  prisoners 
from  under  our  fire  at  Charleston,  I  woidd  suggest  thut  these  men  can  be 
kept  by  the  Government  at  less  expense  and  with  fewer  guards  at  one 
of  the  regularly  organized  prison  camps  at  the  North. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Flag-Ship  Harvest  Moon, 
Port  Royal,  February  13,  1865. 
Major-General  Gillmoke, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South  : 
General  :  I  received  by  your  aide  a  dispatch  in  cipher  from  General 
Sherman,*  and  I  send  you  by  my  fleet  captain  the  key  to  the  cipher  sent 
me  by  General  Sherman.  As  it  was  given  under  injunction  of  strict 
confidence,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  not  permit  any  but  yourself 
to  see  it;  that  no  copy  of  it  will  be  taken,  and  that  it  will  be  returned 
to  me  by  Fleet  Captain  Bradford. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

KearAdmiral. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island,  S.  C,  February  13, 1865. 

Captain  Johnson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces,  Stono  Inlet  : 

Captain:  Allow  me  to  convey  to  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your 

hearty  and  very  efiective  co- operation  in  the  late  demonstration  on 

James  Island.    From  the  intercepted  dispatches  and  the  testimony  of 

prisoners  it  is  evident  that  the  object  in  view  was  fully  attained,  viz, 

*  See  7tU,  p.  338. 
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to  prevent  the  enemy  from  sending  troops  away  from  the  defenses  of 
Charleston  to  re-enforce  those  engaged  against  General  Sherman.  It 
would  appear  that  the  enemy  would  not  have  dared  to  withdraw  troops 
from  my  front  even  without  tliis  demonstration.  My  furtlier  object  was 
to  make  the  enemy  withdraw  troops  from  his  right  and  left  wings,  that 
is,  from  Adams'  Kan  and  Audersonville  and  Mount  Pleasant,  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  operations  of  General  Hatch  and  General  Potter.  What 
forces,  if  any,  the  enemy  has  withdrawn  from  Adams'  Vain  1  do  not  yet 
know.  General  Hardee  is,  however,  now  personally  commanding  in 
Charleston.  As  to  the  left  wing  of  tlie  enemy,  we  have  fully  succeeded 
by  this  demonstration  on  James  Island  and  ni  the  harbor  in  causing 
him  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  Aiidersonvilie,  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
to  a  great  extent  from  Sullivan's  Island,  and  General. Potter  will  prob- 
ably have  met  with  little  or  no  resistance  yesterday.  It  is  my  intention 
to  keep  up  these  demonstrations  and  keep  the  enemy  in  and  around 
Charleston  as  uneasy  as  possible.  I  therefore  beg  you  to  advance  again 
to-morrow  morning  (Tuesday,  February  14),  in  about  the  same  manner 
as  on  February  10,  and  supy)ort  my  infantry,  a  small  force  of  which  will 
again  cross  over  to  James  Island.  I  have  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
Captain  Scott,  commanding  naval  forces  off  Charleston.  Colonel  Koz- 
lay  will  call  on  you  and  make  all  necessary  arrangements  with  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  vservant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  District. 


General  Oedees,^     Hdqes.  JSIorthern  District, 

i  Department  of  the  South, 

I  First  Separate  Brigade, 

ISTo.  3.  j  Morriis  Island,  8.  C,  February  13, 1805. 

I  hereby  tender  my  thanks  to  the  connnanders  of  posts  and  to  tlie 
officers  and  enlisted  men  of  this  command  for  the  hearty  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  orders  liave  been  executed  by  them  during  the  past 
week  on  James  Island,  as  well  as  in  Charleston  Haibor.  The  cheerful 
performance  of  Iheir  duty  on  the  part  of  the  men  is  so  much  the  more 
deserving  of  high  credit,  as  they  were  worn  out  by  months  of  hard 
fatigue  and  outpost  duty.  The  brilliant  conduct  of  the  skirmishers  of 
the  Fifty-fourth  Xew  York  Volunteers,  under  the  skillful  command  of 
Capt.  Gustav  Blau,  of  that  regiment,  elicits  my  especial  admiration. 
Soldiers,  Ave  have  yet  a  few  days  of  hard  work  before  us.  Keep  up, 
therefore,  your  good  will  and  cheerful  spirits,  as  you  have  done,  and 
your  exertions  wiU  soon  find  their  reward. 

A.  SCHIMMBLFENNIG, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  op  the  South 

Morris  Island,  S.  C,  Februaru  13,  1865. 

Col.   E.    A.   KOZLAY,  ' 

Commanding  Post,  Folly  Island,  S.  C. : 
Colonel:  The  enemy  has  ordered  artillery  and  infantry  back  to 
Mount  Pleasant  and  Christ  Churcli  against  General  Potter.  We  must 
try  to  keep  as  many  of  them  in  our  front  as  possible,  and  you  will 
therefore  again  demonstrate  on  or  against  James  Island.  If  the 
navy  supports  you,  you  will  cross  over  to-morrow,  February  14,  iu 
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the  foreuoon  from  the  left  of  Cole's  Island  to  Battery  and  James 
Islands  after  the  artillery  has  cleared  the  ground.  You  will  cross  over 
with  infantry  only,  and  not  advance  your  skirmishers  farther  than 
the  line  of  rifle-pits  extending  from  the  bridge  on  the  right  of  Cole's 
Island  in  a  northerly  direction.  Your  patrols  may  advance  farther. 
Your  line  will  remain  in  the  rifle-pits  in  the  rear  and  to  the  west  of  the 
line  of  rifle-pits  before  mentioned.  You  will  make  a  show  of  your  force. 
You  will  retire  from  James  Island  before  dark,  from  Battery  Island 
after  dark.  You  will  have  men  woik  on  the  bridge  on  the  right  of 
Cole's  Island  for  at  least  four  hours,  but  lay  it  only  half  way  and  take 
the  planks  back  again  after  dark.  Should  the  navy  not  be  able  to 
co-operate  with  you,  you  will  cross  over  to  Battery  Island  in  the  after- 
noon and  send  a  small  party  only  over  to  James  Island,  and  retu'e  after 
dark.  The  battery  on  Long  Island  and  the  right  of  Cole's  Island 
and  the  mortar  schooner  will  open  Are  after  sunrise  to-morrow.  The 
detachment  of  the  Twenty-tirst  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  and  such  other 
troops  as  can  be  spared  should  march  at  once  noisily  to  the  right 
of  Cole's  Island  so  that  they  can  be  seen  and  heard ;  march  back  to  the 
left  silently  after  dark  and  again  noisily  to  the  right.  The  same  orders 
you  will  give  to  the  Fifty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers  Avheu  they 
arrive.  This  regiment  will  need  a  guide.  All  this  will  make  the 
enemy  believe  that  a  large  force  is  gathering  on  our  outpost  line.  The 
men  may  light  fires  and  cook  on  James  Island  as  well  as  on  Cole's 
Island.  If  yon  meet  with  resistance  you  may  retire.  Have  mock  guns 
placed  ill  the  battery  on  the  left  of  Cole's  Island  until  the  guns  for  that 
battery  arrive. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig : 

EDW.  W.  SCHAUFFLEK, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camj}. 


Hdqks.  Northeen  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  S.  C,  February  13, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  G,  Bennett, 

Commanding  Post,  Morris  Island,  S.  C. : 
Colonel:  You  will  order  at  once  without  delay  all  the  available  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Fifty  sixth  New  York  Volunteers  to  report  forthwith 
to  Colonel  Kozlay,  at  Stono  Landing.    They  will  be  provided  with  three 
days'  rations,  &c.,  in  accordance  with  former  orders  on  this  subject. 
The  detailed  men  in  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary  departments 
will  remain. 
Bv  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 
"^  J.  W,  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  February  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Savannah,  Ga. : 
General:  Your  letter  of  January  21*  I  received  a  few  days  after  it 
was  written,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  not  neglect  any  of 
the  instructions  therein  contained.    General  Grant,  accompanied  by 

'  See  p.  111. 
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General  Schofleld,  was  at  Moreliead  City  t^-o  weeks  since,  and  from 
bim  I  learned  tLat  a  force  of  6,000  men  was  to  come  here.  I  under- 
stood that  it  was  to  be  one  division  of  Schofleld's  corps.  This  arrange- 
ment must  have  been  changed,  however,  for  the  Provisional  Division 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  under  the  command  of  General  T.  F. 
JMeagher,  has  just  arrived.  This  consists  of  about  5,000  men,  com- 
posed of  squads  or  detachments  from  nearly  every  regiment  of  your 
army,  and  no  complete  organization  of  any  kind.  There  are  with  this 
some  fifty  ofScers  only,  and  after  taking  out  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  brigades  with  the  staff  officers  there  is  scarcely  one  officer  to 
each  200  men,  and  the  whole  command  is  but  a  mob  of  men  in  uniform. 
However,  general,  1  shall  try  to  put  this  force  in  a  shape  that  will  be 
useful.  In  the  first  place,  I  have  determined  to  take  all  of  the  recruits, 
substitut<es,  and  drafted  men  of  the  command  and  place  them  in  the 
old  organizations  now  serving  here.  These  compose  nearly  one-half 
of  the  entire  force.  The  remainder  will  then  be  in  better  shape  to 
handle,  and  I  shall  try  to  find  some  more  officers  to  attach  temporarily 
to  the  division.  At  any  rate,  general,  we  will  do  the  best  with  the 
force  we  have,  and  I  have  no  complaints  to  make.  I  thought  it  proper 
to  inform  you,  however,  of  the  condition  of  affairs.  The  railroad  con- 
struction corps  has  arrived,  and  I  fancy  that  their  mission  is  no  secret. 
It  is  pretty  well  understood  among  the  people  of  these  parts  that  your 
army  will  march  northward  thiough  this  State.  I  neglected  to  state 
that  no  wagons  or  transportation  of  any  kind  arrived  with  General 
Meagher's  command.  The  Quarteimaster-General  informs  me  that  in 
answer  to  my  request  he  has  ordered  100  wagons  to  be  sent  here.  He 
says  he  presumes  that  General  Schofield  sent  transportation  with  the 
troops  lately  arrived.  This  is  not  the  case,  and  if  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  move  very  soon  we  would  be  badly  off,  but  we  will  do  the  best 
we  can. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  14,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  Richmond  Dispatch  to-day  has  the  following: 

SHERMAN'S  MOVEMENTS.— THE   SITUATION  IN  SOUTH   CAROLINA.— OFFICIAL  DISPATCH 
FROM   GENERAL  HARDEE. 

The  military  operations  now  going  on  in  Sonth  Carolina  are  of  the  first  importance 
to  our  cause,  and  naturally  engross  the  attention  of  our  people,  to  the  exclusion  of 
movements  reported  to  he  taking  place  elsewhere.  Sherman  has  run  through  Georgia 
without  meeting  with  any  obstruction,  and  it  is  expected,  if  he  is  to  he  cheoked^at 
all,  it  must  be  done  quickly.  It  is  only  within  the  past  week  that  his  movement 
against  Branchville  was  clearly  developed.  Previous  to  that  time  it  was  not  yet 
known  certainly  that  he  would  not  concentrate  against  Augusta  or  Charleston.  It 
is  now  reported  hy  telegraph  that  he  has  a  column  moving  on  Augusta,  but  this 
must  be  received  as  an  unconfirmed  rumor.  We  cannot  contradict  it,  though  at  the 
same  time  we  do  not  know  that  it  is  true.  For  the  present  all  communication  with 
Augusta  is  cut  off,  and  we  do  not  know  what  is  going  on  there  or  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. ^ 

As  concerns  matters  at  Charleston  and  in  the  direction  of  Columbia  our  informa- 
tion is  more  definite.  _  The  enemy  with  a  force  of  3,000  men  landed  at  Grimball's,  on 
James  Island,  last  Friday,  and  drove  in  our  pickets.     Some  skirmishing  followed 
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bnt  there  was  no  senoral  engagement.  Grimball's  is  on  the  Stono  River,  two  miles 
southwest  or  Charleston,  aud  the  Ashley  River,  a  wide  stream,  lies  between  it  and 
the  city.    This  demonstration  of  the  enemy  is  believed  to  be  a  feint. 

The  followinf?  dispatch,  received  late  Sunday  night,  is  the  official  report  of  this 
affair.    It  contains  also  other  interesting  intelligence ; 

"Charleston,  February  11. 
"General  S.  Cooper, 

"Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 
"The  enemy  last  evening  drove  in  onr  piclcets  ou  James  Island.  The  lines  have 
been  re-established  to-day.  The  enemy  are  still  in  strong  force  on  the  island,  but 
the  movement  is  believed  to  be  only  a  demonstration.  There  is  an  increase  to-day 
of  eighteen  steamers  oif  the  bar.  A  barge  attack  made  to-night  upon  Battery 
Tompkins  [Simkins]  was  repulsed. 

"W.  J.  HARDEE, 
"Lieutenant-General." 

Since  the  receipt  of  the  above  we  are  without  advices  from  Charleston. 

On  Saturday  a  column  of  Sherman's  infantry  and  cavalry  crossed  the  Edisto  to 
the  west  of  and  above  Brauohville,  and  adviinced  on  the  Columbia  Branch  Railroad. 
Our  troops  at  Branchville  withdrew  toward  Columbia.  According  to  the  last 
official  accounts,  received  yesterday,  the  enemy  were  at  Orangeburg,  some  twenty 
mill  8  north  of  Branchville,  and  on  the  road  to  Columbia. 

During  our  retreat  there  has  been  continual  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  but  no 
general  engagement.  It  was  said  here  yesterday  that  Beauregard  intended  to  make 
an  attack,  but  we  think  from  present  indications  it  is  more  likely  he  will  fall  back 
beyond  the  Santee  and  defend  the  line  of  that  river.  He  is  said  to  have  an  adequate 
force  for  either  an  oflFensive  or  defensive  policy,  whichever  he  may  find  it  expedient 
to  adopt.  Columbia  is  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Santee,  about  fifty  miles  west  of 
north  of  Orangeburg. 

IMPORTAXT  FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. — A  HEAVY  YANKEE  COLUMN  THREATENING  AN 

ADVANCE  ON  RALEIGH. 

Unofficial  intelligence  has  been  received  here  that  a  force  of  the  enemy,  estimated  at 
20,000  men,  have  landed  at  New  Berne.  It  is  believed  to  be  their  object  to  advance 
at  once  upon  Raleigh,  or  at  least  upon  our  lines  of  railroad  in  North  Carolina.  They 
are  said  to  have  brought  with  them  five  locomotives  and  railroad  iron  sufficient  to 
lay  forty  or  fifty  miles  of  track. 

FROM   BAST  TENNESSEE. 

The  report  reached  us  yesterday  that  Stoneman  and  Burbridge  were  preparing  to 
make  a  raid  from  Tennessee  into  North  Carolina,  in  the  direction  of  Raleigh,  with 
the  hope  of  co-operating  with  the  column  now  said  to  bo  on  foot  to  invade  the  State 
from  the  Atlantic  coast.    We  give  this  for  what  it  may  be  worth. 


¥rom  the  Whig: 


FROM   WILMINGTON,  FEBRUARY   13. 


There  has  been  considerable  skirmishing  on  our  lines  at  Sugar  Loaf.  On  Satur- 
day the  enemy  made  three  attacks  in  force,  which  were  handsomely  repulsed.  Dur- 
ing the  attack  the  enemy's  whole  fleet  opened  on  Hoke's  left.  Our  casualties  are 
about  twenty  men.  The  same  day  one  monitor  threw  several  shells  at  Fort  Ander- 
son, killing  i  and  wounding  1.    All  quiet  since. 


EXCHANGE   OF   PRISONERS. 


We  learn  that  1,050  of  our  prisoners  have  been  brought  under  the  Yankee  flag  of 
truce  to  Aiken's  Landing,  and  are  awaiting  transportation  thence  to  Bichmond, 
which  could  not  be  effected  yesterday  on  account  of  the  ice  in  the  river. 


U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


27  R  K — VOL  XLVir,  PT  U 
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Special  Ordeks,  )      War  Dept.,  Ad,jt.  General's  Office, 

jSTo.  73.  (  Washington,  February  14,  1865. 

CO.  First  Lieut.  Isaac  S.  Lyon,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  in  tlie  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  in 
])erson  witliout  delay  to  the  chief  signal  oflicer  serving  with  General 
Sherman,  commanding  Military  Division  of  tlie  Mississippi,  for  assign- 
ment to  duty. 

CI.  TLe  following-named  officers  are  hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  the 
Department  of  North  Carolina,  and  will  report  in  person  without  delay 
to  Capt.  Charles  L.  Davis,  chief  signal  officer.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
for  assignment  to  duty :  Second  Lieut.  E.  S.  Moffatt,  Signal  Corps,  U. 
S.  Army;  Second  Lieut.  Eobert  E.  Duvall,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 
*  *  *  *  If  *  * 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWjSTSEXD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Wear  Sandy  Eun,  S.  C,  February  14,  1835. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General  :  Lieutenant  McQueen,  with  several  scouts,  went  yester- 
day to  Fort  Motte.  He  heard  that  the  enemy  had  the  railroad  bridge 
all  ready  to  set  fire  to  on  the  approach  of  our  troops.  He  picked  up 
near  the  State  road  two  prisoners  who  belong  to  Conner's  brigade  of 
Longstreet's  corps.  Their  brigade,  1,500  strong,  had  been  guarding  a 
bridge  over  Four-Hole  Swamp,  in  the  expectation  that  we  Avould 
advance  on  Charleston  from  Orangeburg.  They  did  not  know  of  any 
more  troops  being  here  from  their  corps  other  than  Conner's  brigade. 
Citizens  report  that  the  enemy  is  making  works  about  three  miles 
beyond  the  railroad  bridge. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — A  scout  just  in  reports  that  the  enemy  burned  the  railroad 
bridge  over  the  Cougaree  on  the  approach  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry  (at  1  p.  m.).  The  scout  went  up  to  the  bridge.  There  appearea 
to  be  about  a  regiment  on  the  otUer  side. 

O.  O.  H., 
Major-General. 

Special        ^  Hdqrs.  Depi-.  and  Army  op  the  Tenn., 
Field  Orders,  \  Near  Sandy  Bun  Post-Office,  S.  C, 

^o.  38.  )  February  14,  1865. 

I.  The  movement  to-morrow  will  commence  at  7  a.  m.  Maj.  Gen. 
John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  move  by 
the  State  road  toward  Columbia  with  three  of  his  divisions,  carefully 
reconuoiter  the  enemy's  works  across  the  Congaree  Creek,  being  care- 
ful not  to  expose  his  column  to  the  enemy's  artillery.  With  his'  other 
division  he  will  make  a  demonstration  at  Bates'  Ferry,  and,  if  it  can 
be  done,  throw  a  pontoon  across  at  that  point.  The  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  Major-General  Blair  commanding,  will  close  up  on  the 
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Fifteenth  Army  Corp.s  as  far  as  Seven  Hunt  Euii,  aud  await  orders" 
His  movement  will  begin  at  8.30  a.  ni.  Each  coips  commander  will 
endeavor  to  shorten  his  column  during  halts  as  much  as  ])ossible  by 
massing  the  troops.  General  Blair  will  reconnoiter  with  bis  mounted 
infantry  well  to  the  left,  to  ascertain  a  practicable  crossing  of  Gon- 
garee  Oreek  to  the  left  of  the  State  road.  lu  case  the  enemy  give  way 
from  General  Slocum's  movement,  the  (tommand  will  move  straight  on 
Columbia,  the  Fifteenth  Army  Coip.s  leading.  Headquarters  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  will  follow  the  second  division  in  order  of  march. 
Capt.  C.  B.  Reese,  chief  engineer  of  the  department,  will  direct  the 
bridge  train  to  move  to  Bates'  Ferry  at  the  time  it  may  be  required. 

II.  Capt.  William  C.  Palmer,  One  liundred  and  twenty-seventh  lUinois 
Infantry  Volunteers,  is  hereby  detailed  for-  special  service  as  acting 
commissary-of  subsistence  and  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  and  will 
report  for  duty  to  Lieut.  Col.  D.  Remick,  chief  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAS  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  )     BaJcer's  Plantation,  S.  C,  February  14,  1865. 

I.  The  following  is  announced  as  the  badge  of  this  corps:  A  minia- 
ture carti  idge-box,  black,  one-eighth  of  an  inch  thick,  fifteen-sixteenths 
of  an  inch  wide,  andthirteon-sixteenths  of  an  inch  deep,  set  transversely 
on  afield  of  cloth  or  metal  one  and  five-eighths  of  an  inch  square;  above 
tlie  cartridge-box  plate  will  be  stamjied  or  marked  hi  a  curve  the  motto, 
"  Forty  Rounds."  The  field  on  which  the  cartridge-box  is  set  will  be 
red  for  the  First  Division,  white  for  the  Second  Division,  blue  for  the 
Third  Division,  and  yellow  for  the  Fourth  Division.  For  the  head- 
quarters of  the  corps  the  field  will  be  parti  colored,  of  red,  white,  blue, 
and  yellow. 

II.  The  badge  aviII  invariably  be  worn  upon  the  hat  or  cap. 

III.  It  is  expected  that  this  badge  will  be  worn  constantly  by  every 
oflicer  and  soldier  in  the  corps.  If  any  corps  in  the  army  has  a  right 
to  take  pride  in  its  badge,  surely  that  has  which  looks  back  through  the 
long  aud  glorious  line  of  Wilson's  Creek,  Henry,  Douelson,  Shiloh, 
Russell  House,  Corinth,  luka,  Town  Creek,  Chickasaw  Bayou,  Arkansas 
Post,  Champion's  Hill,  Big  Black,  Snyder's  Bluff,  Vicksburg,  Jackson, 
Cherokee  Station,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Ringgold, 
Knoxville,  Resaca,  Kingston,  Dallas,  New  Hope  Church,  Big  Shanty, 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  Nickajack,  Decatur,  the  22d  aud  28th  of  July  before 
Atlanta,  Jonesborough,  Lovejoy's,  Allatoona  Pass,  Grahamville,  Fort 
McAllister,  and  scores  of  minor  struggles;  the  corps  which  had  its  birth 
under  Grantand  Shermaninthedarkerdaysof  our  struggle;  the  corps 
which  will  keep  on  striking  until  the  death  of  the  rebellion. 

lY.  For  the  present,  good  temporary  badges  can  be  made  easily  by 
any  soldier  in  the  corps.  When  communication  is  re  established  with 
the  North  commanders  can  procure  very  handsome  ones  for  their  men 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

V.  Division  and  brigade  commanders  are  requested  to  examine  plans 
for  division  and  brigade  flags  at  these  headquarters. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan : 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Fikst  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Coups, 

Near  Wolfh  Plantation,  S.  C,  February  14,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  :  I  respectfully  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  broke 
camp  at  7  tliis  a.  m.,  and  marched  iu  the  direction  of  Sandy  Eun  Post- 
Office.  Striking  the  main  State  road  at  that  point  I  proceeded  some 
three  miles  and  a  half  farther,  going  into  camp  near  Wolf's  plantation. 
On  reaching  the  creek  at  this  place  I  discovered  a  small  party  of  the 
enemy  on  the  opposite  side.  They,  however,  retreated  at  once  before 
my  skirmishers.  My  position  is  good,  being  on  a  high  ridge  just  beyond 
the  creek,  two  brigades  on  the  right  and  one  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
with  the  battery  directly  in  the  road.  The  troops  arc  intrenched,  with 
good  works.  Tonight  the  rebel  cavalry  made  a  dash  on  my  picket-line 
capturing  three  of  the  vedettes.  My  headtjuarters  are  on  the  south  side 
of  the  creek  near  the  bridge. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  14,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at  7  a.  m. 
to  day,  and  marcjhed  to  a  ]ioint  where  it  is  now  camped,  two  miles  north 
of  the  Sandy  Creek  crossing,  near  corps  headquarters,  a  distance  of 
fifteen  miles.  My  headquarters  are  at  a  farm  house  on  the  west  side 
of  the  road  at  the  point  above  mentioned. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Sandy  Run  Post-Office,  S.  C,  February  14,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  broke  camp 
at  9.15  o'clock  this  a.  m.,  and  marched  to  present  camp,  one  mile  north 
of  Sandy  Eun  Post-Offlce;  distance,  twelve  miles.  The  division  is 
encamped  in  column  by  regiments,  on  the  left  of  Orangeburg  and  Colum- 
bia road,  fronting  north.  Headquarters  are  established  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  immediately  in  rear  of  command. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
In  the  Field,  Four  Miles  from  Sandy  Bun  Post- Office,  S.  C, 

February  14,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  JLss<.  A(?jl  Gen.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  movements  of  my 
command  dunng  this  day:  I  broke  camp  on  the  State  road  at  7  a.  ni 
and  moved  to  Sandy  Eun  Post-Office  (five  miles),  and  from  thence  to 
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tbe  left  on  the  Orangeburg  and  Columbia  road,  a  distance  of  four  miles, 
when  I  placed  my  command  in  bivouac  on  tbe  right  and  left  of  road, 
having  marched  nine  miles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 

Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  CpRPS, 
J^^o-  18  J  February  14,  1865. 

VI.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  march  at  7  a.  m.  to-mor- 
row, the  15th  instant,  on  Congaree  Creek,  in  the  following  order,  and 
as  the  road  is  of  sufficient  width  to  admit  of  the  train  and  troops  to 
march  abreast,  the  troops  will  therefore  move  by  the  side  of  the  trains, 
giving  the  best  track  to  the  latter;  battery  to  move  at  the  head  of 
trains. 

First.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut;  second.  First  Bri- 
gade, General  Rice;  third.  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Adams.  Trains  to 
move  iu  the  same  order  as  to-day,  the  14th  instant,  with  exception  of  five 
wagons,  which  will  follow  battery,  and  the  advance  brigade  train  follow 
ambulances. 

♦  **•#*# 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqttarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Near  Sandy  Bun  Post- Office,  S.  G.,  February  1-i,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke,  A.  A.  G.,  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry,  and  General  Potts'  brigade  (Fourth  Division),  proceeded  up 
the  railroad  to  tlie  Congaree  River  this  morning.  The  enemy  were 
found  in  a  strong  position,  with  rifle  pits  on  tliis  side  of  the  river,  and 
numbered  about  300.  A  small  skirmish  line  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  (the 
infantry  being  some  distance  to  the  rear)  advanced  on  them  and 
stampeded  them  toward  the  bridge.  They  were  in  such  haste  that 
they  set  fire  to  the  bridge  (which  had  been  prepared  for  burning  with 
turpentine)  before  the  whole  force  was  over.  Those  whr)  were  cut  off, 
except  two  of  the  Forty-third  Georgia,  who  were  captured,  took  to  the 
swamp  and  could  not  be  followed.  The  enemj'  after  crossing  continued 
their  retreat,  and  the  Ninth  Illinois  moved  up  to  the  bank  and  stood 
on  the  bridge  without  being  molested.  A  pontoon  could  liave  been 
laid  there  easily.  The  Ninth  Illinois  have  returned  to  camp.  General 
Potts'  brigade  is  encamped  about  ten  miles  from  here,  aud  will  move 
forward  at  daylight  in  the  morning.  The  trestle  and  culverts  on  the 
railroad  were  all  destroyed,  and  the  Third  Division  worked  on  the  road 
from  the  State  road  north  until  12  m.,  completely  destroying  the  part 
passed  over.  I  estimate  the  destruction  of  the  road,  including  the  two 
miles  below  Orangeburg,  and  the  trestle  and  culverts,  at  twenty  miles. 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  JR., 

Major-  General. 

p.  s. — This  report  would  have  been  sent  in  sooner  had  General 
Potts'  brigade  and  the  Third  Division  been  heard  from. 

^  F,  P.  B., 

Major-General. 
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Special  Orders,  |        Hdqbs.  Seventeenth  Army  Coeps, 

No.  41.  j  Near  Sanely  Bun  Post-Office^  February  14,  1865. 

I.  The  orders  for  to-inorrow  are  as  follows: 

1.  Brig.  Gei).  M.  F.  Force,  coimnamling  Tli.rd  Division,  will  have 
the  advance,  and  will  move  forward  on  the  State  road  at  8.30  a.  m. 

2.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
follow  the  Third  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9.30  o'clock. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J,  A.  Mower,  commanding  Fir'^t  Division,  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  10.30  o'clock. 

4.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  be  prepared  to  move  at 
8  o'clock,  and  will  receive  directions  from  Captain  Henley,  aide-de- 
camp. 

5.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  rear  division. 

6.  During  a  halt  division  commanders  will  close  up  by  massing  the 
troops  and  doubling  the  trains. 

II.  In  order  to  provide  against  a  scarcity  of  provisions  hereafter,  no 
more  hard  bread  will  be  issued  until  further  orders. 

Full  rations  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt,  will  be  issued,  and  the  troops 
will  depend  on  foraging  parties  for  subsistence. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  OADLB,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

February  14,  18C>5. 
Major-General  Davis, 

Gommandinc/  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
Dear  General:  The  Twentieth  Corps  is  at  the  junction  of  the  road 
leading  from  Horsey's  Jiridge  to  the  mouth  of  Congaree  Creek  with  the 
road  from  Lexington  to  Big  Bull  Swamp.  It  is" the  cross-roads  just 
south  of  Sand  Hills.  It  will  move  to-morrow  to  the  cross-roads  just 
over  Bed  Branch.  I  wish  you  to  move  forward  as  early  as  possible  to 
Lexington,  taking  the  Barnwell  road,  passing  near  Bethel  Church. 
You  will  be  very  near  me  when  you  cross  the  Two  Notch  road,  and  I 
wish  you  would  call  and  see  nie  at  that  point.  If  you  reach  there 
before  I  do  please  wait  until  I  arrive.  Kilpatrick  should  protect  your 
left  and  rear.  • 

Yours,  respectfully, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 

Special        i       Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  ]■  Button's  House,  S.  C, 

No-  10.  )  February  14,  1865. 

The  troops  of  the  corps  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows : 
General  Carlin  will  march  at  6  a.  m.  ui)on  Lexington  by  the  direct 
road  running  through  his  camp  toward  Mims'  and  Horse  Creek  Post- 
Oftice  and  the  Barnwell  road,  via  Bethel  Cliurch  and  Lybrand's.  He 
will  be  accompanied  by  and  give  the  necessarv  orders  to  the*  pon- 
toniers  and  First  JMichigan  Engineers,  who  will  be  reported  to  him 
to-night  by  their  commanding  ofticers. 

Corps  headquarters,  with  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition  train  will 
move  in  rear  of  General  Carlin.  ' 
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General  Morgan  will  move  immediately  in  rear  of  reserve  artillery. 
General  Baird,  marching  at  G  a.  m.  with  the  trains  of  the  corps,  will 
conduct  them  via  this  point  and  follow  the  column  on  the  road  indicated. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  0.  Davis: 

A.  G.  McCLUEG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


Obders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Columbia  Cross-Boads,  8.  C,  February  14,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Lexington,  as  follows: 
Second  Division,  at  7  a.  m.;  Third  Division,  at  8  a.  m.;  First  Division, 
at  9  a.  m.  General  Geary  will  march  the  troo]is  of  his  division,  unen- 
cumbered, as  the  advance.  General  Jackson  will  detail  three  regiments 
to  march  as  rear  guard.  A  section  of  artillery  will  accompany  it. 
One  battery  of  artillery  will  march  in  rear  of  General  Geary's  advanced 
brigade.  The  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march  immediately  in  rear 
of  the  troops  of  the  Second  Division.  The  Michigan  Engineers,  with 
their  train,  will  march  at  the  head  of  the  trains  of  the  Second  Division, 
starting  at  7  a.  m.  General  Ward  will  dispose  of  his  trooi)s  so  as  to  pro- 
tect the  trains  of  his  own  and  General  Geary's  divisions.  As  we  are  in 
the  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy  commaiidiug  officers  are  enjoined 
to  exercise  great  caution  in  sending  out  foraging  parties.  Neither  olBcers 
nor  men  should  be  ijermitted  to  leave  the  column,  except  in  parties 
strong  enough  to  protect  themselves. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


NoRJ^OLK,  Va.,  February  14,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  iStat.es,  City  Point  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Hilton  Head  on  the  11th  instant 
on  the  steamship  Arago,  and  arrived  in  Hampton  Koads  last  night, 
having  experienced  a  northeasterly  gale  off"  Hatteras.  Major-General 
Gillmore  relieved  me  of  tlie  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Soutli 
on  the  9th  instant.  The  military  news  that  I  bring  is  not  important. 
A  report  had  reached  Hilton  Head  as  I  was  leaving  that  Sherman  had 
taken  Branchville,  but  I  could  not  trace  it  to  any  reliable  source.  The 
rebels  had  fallen  back  from  the  Combaliee  Eiver,  and  General  Hatch 
had  orders  to  follow  and  destroy  the  railroad.  He  had  crossed  the 
Combahee,  advancing  toward  the  Asliepoo  Itiver.  General  E.  E.  Pot- 
ter, with  a  small  brigade,  had  demonstrated  from  Edisto  Island  toward 
Willstown,  but  foimd  the  enemy  in  force.  On  tlie  8th,  9th,  and  10th  he 
demonstrated,  supported  by  General  Schimmelfenuig,  on  James  Island, 
but  found  the  enemy  still  in  force  there.  The  force  then  had  orders  to 
proceed  to  Bull's  Bay,  and  hold  the  roads  by  which  the  enemy  might 
escape  from  Mount  Pleasant.  I  am  to  leave  for  Baltimore  to-night,  to 
obtain  surgical  relief  from  my  present  disability. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General. 

(Same  to  Major-General  Halleck.) 
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Hdqes.  Militaby  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  Oa.,  February  14,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  direction  of  the 
major-general  commanding,  the  headquarters  of  the  Military  Division 
of  the  Mississippi  are  this  day  established  at  tlic  city  of  Savannah, 
under  direction  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Webster,  chief  of  staff  to  the 
major-general  commanding.  An  office  for  the  transaction  of  the  gen- 
eral business  of  the  command  Is  this  day  opened  at  the  Bank  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  in  this  city,  with  the  following-named  ofBcers  on  duty 
therein:  Lieut.  Col.  R. M.  Sawyer,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  M. 
Eochester,  assistant  adjutant- general;  Oapt.  B.  L.  Anderson,  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  M.  SAWDER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

(Same  to  Brevet  Major-General   Grover,  commanding  District    of 
Savannah.) 


Flag-steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  14,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Gomdg.  Department  of  the  South,  Headquarters  Hilton  Head : 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  communication  of  the  14th,  stating 
that  "a  naval  demonstration  up  the  Edisto  would  aid  General  Hatch, 
and  might  open  communication  with  him  if  made  to-morrow  or  next 
day."  You  ask  if  it  will  be  in  my  power  "  to  afford  any  co-operation  in 
that  quarter?"  "With  little  exception,  the  only  vessels  of  the  squadron 
that  could  ascend  the  Edisto  so  far  as  to  give  the  appearance  of  reality 
to  any  demonstration  are  now  absent  at  Bull's  Bay,  co  operating  with 
your  detachment  at  that  place.  When  you  will  inform  me  that  they 
can  be  spared  from  that  service  I  will  direct  them  to  the  Edisto  with- 
out delay.  The  Pontine,  now  remaining  at  Savannah  by  request  of 
General  Grover,  could  also  be  used  if  she  could  be  spared.  The  present 
weather  will  unavoidably  retard  all  naval  movements  whilst  it  lasts. 
1  send  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  deciphered  copy  of  General 
Sherman's  dispatch  to  me.* 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  serv.int, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Real-Admiral,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  20.  i  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  14, 1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Saxton,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  announced  as 
superintendent  of  the  volunteer  recruiting  service  tor  the  Department 
of  the  South,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

'  See  7th,  p.  328. 
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Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  S.  Littlefleld,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  continue  in 
tbe  discliarge  of  his  duties  as  mustering  and  disbursing  officer  for  the 
department,  under  the  regulations  established  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment, reporting  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Geu.  E.  Saxton. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BURGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquabters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  14,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C: 
Your  letter  of  the  12th  and  telegrams  of  the  12th  and  13th  instant 
are  received.  General  Prince's  command  will  get  their  arms  to-day. 
He  is  short  of  officers  and  has  no  transportation.  You  can  probably 
get  1 ,000  or  1,200  men  from  him  to-morrow  morning.  Take  all  that 
can  be  of  service.  Geiieral  Sherman's  orders  of  the  7th  are  for  you  to 
push  forward  to  the  Bdisto.  I  do  not  think  any  enemy  will  remain  on 
your  right  flank  as  you  advance.  I  will  ask  the  admiral  to  feel  up  the 
Ashepoo  and  Edisto. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
MajorOeneral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Savannah, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  February  14, 1865. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South : 
I  have  just  received  the  order  to  hold  1,000  men  in  readiness  for 
detached  service.  In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  but  3,910 
enlisted  men  present  for  duty.  Of  that  number  1,900  are  necessary 
for  duty  in  the  town  for  the  safety  of  public  property  and  the  city. 
With  the  remaining  2,000  I  have  to  guard  a  line  five  miles  in  length 
and  furnish  all  details,  which  are  at  this  post  very  heavy.  I  therefore 
cannot,  consistently  with  the  safety  of  this  city  and  the  public  property 
here,  spare  the  force  ordered.  If  desired  I  can  make  a  full  explanation 
of  all  the  duties  required  here,  which  will  strengthen  the  foregoing 
statement.  I  consider  it  my  duty,  therefore,  as  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  district  and  post,  and  therefore  responsible  for  its  safety,  respect- 
fully but  earnestly  to  protest  against  the  taking  away  of  any  force,  at 
least  at  present. 

0.  GEOVER, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  14, 1865. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron: 
Admiral  :  The  movement  ordered  on  the  12th  will  be  made  to-night, 
except  that  the  pontoon  boats  will  be  hauled  on  wagons.    Please  order 
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the  jfun-boats  outside  to  be  ready  to  cover  the  crossing  of  the  sound  at 
daylight  in  the  morning  and  to  land  their  small  boats  at  the  point  of 
crossing  about  midnight,  if  the  weather  will  permit. 
Very  I'espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 


Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  14,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

Our  pilots  say  it  is  too  rough  on  the  bar  to  take  the  small  steamers 
across  now.  1  will  send  orders  to  the  vessels  outside  to  do  as  you 
have  ATI  shed. 

D.  D.  PORTBE, 

Bear-Admiral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  I^.  C,  February  14,  1865. 


Admiral  D.  D.  Porter: 

I  do  not  expect  to  make  any  movement  outside,  only  to  have  the 
gun-boats  near  enough  to  cover  the  crossing  of  the  sound  at  daylight 
to  morrow  morning,  and  keep  open  signal  communication  between  me 
and  General  Terry. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- GeneraL 


Special  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

>  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

~^o-  •"».  )  Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  14,  1865. 

******* 

II.  The  movement  ordered  in  Special  Orders,  No.  3,  of  February  12, 
1865,  will  be  made  to-night  Avith  the  following  modifications,  viz:  The 
pontoon  boats  will  be  hauled  upon  their  wagons  along  the  beach  instead 
of  being  sent  by  sea.  If  the  weather  will  permit  the  navy  boats  will 
be  landed  at  the  point  designated  in  the  order  of  the  12th.  If  not  the 
pontoon  boats  will  be  relied  upon  to  carry  tlie  troops  across  tlie  sound. 

The  brigade  detailed  to  accompany  the  boats  will  constitute  the 
advance  guard  of  the  column  and  will  march  at  dark,  followed  immedi- 
ately by  the  train  and  then  by  the  troops,  General  Ames'  division  in 
advance. 

Brigadier- General  Oomstock  will  have  command  of  the  train  audits 
guard,  and  will  have  immediate  control  of  the  operations  in  crossing  the 
sound. 

******* 
By  command  of  Major-General  Schofleld : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headqxjabtees  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  14  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Troops,  23d  Army  Corps, 

Smithrille,  If,  C.  (debarking  at  Smithville)  : 
Sir:  Major- General  Schofield  directs  that  you  put  all  the  troops 
landing  from  the  vessels  at  Smithville  iu  camp  near  that  place  and  have 
them  prepared  for  active  field  service  immediately. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Federal  Point,  y.  C,  February  14,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer, 

Smithville,  N.  G.  : 
Colonel  :  A  division,  or  part  of  one,  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  will 
land  at  Smithville  to-night  or  early  in  the  morning.  I  want  you  at 
daylight  in  the  morning  to  start  a  reconnaissance  on  both  of  the  roads 
leading  out  from  Smithville.  Take  about  300  men  on  the  road  to  Fort 
Anderson.  A  smaller  force  will  be  sufficient  on  the  other  road.  Push 
out  about  five  or  six  miles,  or  more  if  practicable,  and  remain  out  the 
greater  portion  of  the  day.  Get  all  the  information  that  you  can  of  the 
position,  strength,  movements,  &c.,  of  the  enemy  and  of  the  roads  and 
country  toward  Wilmington.  Your  reconnaissance  Avill  also  serve  as  a 
diversion  in  favor  of  a  movement  I  ]iropose  to  make  on  this  side  of  the 
river.  If  you  need  assistance  during  the  day  call  on  the  ofi&cser  com- 
manding the  trooi)S  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps.  Show  him  this  order 
as  your  authority  for  doing  so. 

Very  resijectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


General  Terry's  Headquarters, 

Fort  Fisher,  February  14,  1865. 
Colonel  Granger, 

Command ing  Brigade : 
Sir:  It  is  proposed  to-night  to  move  a  pontoon  train  and  a  body  of 
troops  up  the  beach  to  a  point  about  seven  miles  in  front  of  the  right 
of  our  present  line;  then  to  unload  the  pontoons,  haul  them  by  hand 
nearly  a  mile  across  the  marsh  to  Myrtle  Sound,  and  then  to  ferry  the 
whole  coluniii  across  the  sound,  believed  to  be  about  200  yards  wide  at 
the  point  selected  for  ferrying.  Your  brigade  has  been  selected  for  the 
advance,  preceding  the  pontoon  train,  and  when  the  pontoon  wagons 
have  gone  as  far  as  they  cim  to  assist  tlic  engineers,  of  whom  there 
will  be  about  ten  to  each  pontoon,  in  unloading  the  pontoons,  and  then 
to  haul  them  by  a  route  which  will  be  designated  to  Myrtle  Sound. 
You  will  before  starting  divide  your  command  into  thirty  parties,  of 
about  fifty  men  each,  properly  commanded,  and  when  the  unloading 
begins  will  assign  each  party  to  a  pontoon,  with  orders  to  stay  with  it 
till  relieved.    The  officer  in  command  of  each  party  will  be  held 
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responsible  that  his  pontoon  is  got  to  the  point  of  ferriage.  Possibly 
there  may  be  water  enough  in  some  of  the  creeks  which  intersect  the 
marsh  to  float  the  pontoons  a  part  of  the  way.  In  this  case  the  party 
of  engineers  accompanyiug  each  pontoon  will  manage  it  while  afloat, 
the  infantry  moving  along  the  marsh  near  it  to  assist  if  necessary. 
When  all  the  pontoons  have  reached  the  point  of  ferriage  further 
orders  will  be  given.  It  is  expected  that  every  man  in  the  command 
will  get  wet.  Strict  orders  should  be  given  to  prevent  either  lights  or 
noise,  as  either  would  give  the  alarm  to  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  15, 1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  Richmond  Disiiatch  to-day  has  the  following: 

AFFAIRS   IX   SOUTH   CAUOLINA — WHEELER   HEATS   KILPATRICK   NEAR  AUGUSTA. 

We  have  for  some  days  been  in  doubt  as  to  what  force  Sherman  had  sent  in  the 
direction  of  Augusta.  This  doubt  has  at  length  been  solved.  It  seems  that  while 
his  main  army  advanced  toward  Branchville  and  Charleston  he  sent  Kilpatrick  and 
his  cavalry  to  demonstrate  against  Augusta,  and  to  break  up  the  Charleston  and 
Augusta  Railroad.  From  official  dispatches  received  at  the  War  Department  we 
learn  that  on  last  Friday  General  Wheeler  attacked  Kilpatrick  at  Aiken,  on  the 
Charleston  and  Augusta  Railroad,  twenty  miles  northeast  of  Augusta,  and  after  a 
considerable  eng.agement  drove  him  five  miles  in  the  direction  of  Branchville. 

An  official  dispatch  received  from  Columbia  yesterday  states  that  in  consequence 
of  the  enemy  having  occupied  Orangeburg  iu  force  our  troops  have  abandoned 
Branchville.  This  is  in  etlect  the  same  statement  made  by  us  yesterday.  Our 
troops  have  by  this  time,  no  doubt,  fallen  back  to  the  Cong.irec  River,  which,  with 
the  Wateree,  forms  the  Santee.  Columbia  is  situated  immediately  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Congaree,  thirty  miles  above  its  oonSueuce  with  the  Wateree.  If  our 
troops  fall  back  behind  the  Congaree  the  enemy  will  be  able  to  shell  Columbia  from 
the  south  bank  of  that  stream.  We  also  learn  that  the  Congaree  and  its  tribu- 
tary, the  Saluda,  are  bo(h  easily  fordable  above  the  city.  This  disposes  us  to 
believe  that  our  troops  will  seek  to  give  battle  before  crossing  the  Congaree. 

The  Whig  says: 

We  learn  upon  good  authority  that  our  forces  are  falling  back  before  Sherman's 
advancing  columns  iu  the  direction  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  and  will  probably  make  a 
stand  on  the  Santee. 

A   NAVAI,   FORCK   CAPTURED. 

We  learn  that  a  naval  party,  consisting  of  12  officers  and  100  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieuteuant  (Tacony)  Read,  were  recently  captured  by  the  Yankees  near 
Smithfield,Isleof  Wight  County.  Among  theparty  was  Assistant  EngineerTomlinson 
of  the  James  River  fleet,  who  was  married  the  night  before  his  departure.     We  do  not 
deem  it  prudent  to  give  any  information  as  to 'the  object  of  their  expedition   and 
think  we  are  sufficiently  explicit  when  we  say  that  they  started  for  a  purpose 
failed  in  accomplishing  it,  and  are  now  no  doubt  in  a  Yankee  prison  doiiK'  anv- 
thing  else  than  blessing  their  luck.     A  heavy  fire  occurred  at  Danville  on  w'edne's 
day  last.    TTie  estimated  loss  exceeds  $2,000,000.    General  Braxton  Brag?  is  at  nresent 
in  Richmond.  ""         " 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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HDQRS.  MlLTTAEY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  Field,  21  Miles  from  Columbia^  February  15, 1865. 
General  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing: 

General:  Yours  of  this  date  is  received.*  I  would  like  to  liave 
Blair  try  aud  stampede  the  guard  at  tlie  Cougaree  bridge  by  a  sem- 
blance of  attack,  for  which  purpose  one  division  to  the  rear  of  his  trains 
would  cover  them  all,  leaving  one  to  advance  on  the  bridge,  burning 
only  the  trestles,  whilst  the  other  confines  its  attention  to  twisting 
bars.  Corse  and  Woods  are  now  within  five  or  six  miles  of  Sandy 
Run.  I  think  you  can  put  all  the  Fifteenth  across  Sandy  Eun  to-mor- 
row, and  Blair's  train  and  division  to  Sandy  Creek  Post-Office,  where 
the  Orangeburg  and  State  roads  meet.  One  more  march,  viz,  the 
day  after  to  morrow,  will  bring  us  easily  up  abreast  of  Columbia.  Cap- 
tain Audenried  in  riding  ahead  to  day  captured  a  rebel  lieutenant  just 
out  of  Columbia,  and,  passing  himself  off  as  a  rebel,  extracted  from  him 
much  information.  The  force  now  at  Columbia  is  small  and  the  people 
are  not  expecting  us  now,  thinking  that  Augustapr  Charleston  are  our 
objectives.  I  think  Slocum  will  be  abreast  of  Columbia  to-morrow.  I 
will  keep  with  the  leading  division  of  this  corps. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — If  you  want  more  roads  beyond  Sandy  Creek  you  can  depend 
on  any  number  to  the  left.  The  country  is  poor  pine  land  and  full  of 
fiirm  roads.  To-day  the  road  was  perfect  and  there  seemed  any  num- 
ber running  to  every  point  of  the  compass. 

S. 


General      )        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No  11.  )       N'ear  Congaree  Creek,  S.  C,  February  15, 1865. 

In  consideration  of  the  hardships  and  exposures  cheerfully  sub- 
mitted to  bj"^  officers  of  this  command  in  genei'al,  in  their  strict  compli- 
ance with  orders,  which  is  characiteristic  of  all  faithful  and  efficient 
soldiers,  the  general  commanding  deems  it  due  them  that  Capt.  John 
W.  Cornyn,  commissary  of  subsistence.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  be  publicly  reprimanded  for  transporting  and  using  for 
his  own  private  comfort  a  number  of  wall-tents  in  direct  violation  of 
orders. 
Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special       )         Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  }  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  39.         )       Near  Congaree  Creelc,  8.  C,  February  15,  1865. 
The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  a  continuation  of  to-day's  opera- 
tions.   The  Fifteenth  Array  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  com- 
manding, will  hold  the  right  and  work  forward  toward  Columbia.    The 


*  Sec  Part  I,  p.  197. 
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Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Geu.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will 
bridge  tlie  Congaree  Creek  near  bis  present  i)ositioii  and  close  up  on 
the  left  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corjjs.  All  trains  will  close  up  on  their 
respective  corps  as  soon  as  tlie  roads  are  in  readiness.  The  pontoon 
train  will  move  forward  and  park  near  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 
Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  31.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Ad jidant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Congaree  Creek,  February  15,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Hoavard, 

Commanding  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
General  :  Ihave  the  honor  to  inform  you  1  have  established  my  head- 
quarters south  of  Congaree  Creek,  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road 
just  at  the  bridge.  The  corps  is  in  camp,  the  First  and  Second  Divisions 
in  line  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  and  the  Fourth  J3ivision  in  reserve, 
one  brigade  across  the  (;reek.  The  trains  of  the  corps  are  in  park  about 
two  miles  back,  with  the  Third  Division  in  position  covering  the  park. 
I  am,  general,  very  resijectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  (  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  40.  1    On   Congaree  Creek,  H.  C,  February  15,  1865. 

a-  *  *  *  *  *  :): 

II.  Should  the  enemy  leave  our  front  during  the  night  the  move- 
ments on  Columbia,  S.  C,  Avill  be  continued  toinorrov/  morning  in  the 
following  order:  Major-General  Hazen,  commanding  Second  Division, 
having  the  right,  will  move  at  S  a.  m.  along  the  State  road  to  that  point; 
the  First  Division  will  follow  tlie  Second  Division ;  the  Fourth  Divis- 
ion will  follow  the  First  Division.  The  troops  will  move  in  light  order; 
trains  to  be  parked  in  the  fields  just  this  side  of  Congaree  Creek.  The 
ambulance  trains  and  ordnance  wagons,  with  ammunition  to  make 
100  rounds  per  man,  will  move  with  the  troops;  the  rest  of  the  trains 
will  remain  in  park.  Tlie  result  of  tlie  demonstration  ordered  for  day- 
light to-morrow  will  be  reported  as  soon  as  anything  may  be  ascer- 
tained. The  Third  Division,  Major-General  Smith  commanding,  will 
break  camp  at  7  a.  m.,  moving  forward  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  Division. 
His  train  will  park  with  the  other  trains  of  the  corps,  except  the  ambu- 
lance train  and  a  sufficient  number  of  ordnance  wagons. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan: 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps 

TAttle  Congaree  River,  S.  C,  February  15  1865 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  ' 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  respectfully  report  that  at  7  a.  m.  I  started  out  of  camw 
taking  the  direct  road  toward  Columbia.    Within  less  than  a  mile  from 
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my  camp  I  began  skirmisliing  with  the  I'ebels,  who  resisted  my  advance 
with  much  stubboi'nness.  Upon  nearing  the  Little  Congaree  the 
enemy  was  developed  in  considerable  force  with  artillery,  which  they 
used  freely.  Two  of  my  brigades  were  very  soon  deployed,  tlie  one  to 
the  right  and  the  other  to  the  left  of  the  road,  with  orders  to  endeavor 
to  eft'ect  a  crossing  over  the  stream.  My  skirmishers  succeeded  in  get- 
ting o\er  a  short  time  before  dark,  the  rebels  withdrawing  as  soon  as 
it  was  disco\ered  that  I  was  obtaining  a  foothold  on  their  side  of  the 
creek.  1  am  now  in  ))ositiou  about  one  mile  from  the  bridge,  my  line 
intrenched,  with  the  left  resting  on  the  river  and  the  right  connecting 
with  the  Second  Division.  The  casualties  in  my  command  to-day  were : 
Killed,  5  enlisted  men ;  wonnded,  12;  total,  17  enlisted  meu.  My  head- 
quarters are  in  rear  of  center  of  my  line. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully. 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


HEADQUyKTBKS   FIFTEENTH  AKMY   OoRPS, 

February  15,  1865. 
Major-General  Woods, 

Commanding,  die.  ; 
General  :  The  enemy  have  been  using  artillery  for  some  time  past. 
Have  you  been  able  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  this  demonstration  on  his 
part?  "  Have  you  noticed  any  changes  on  your  front?    The  command- 
ing general  is  anxious  to  know  the  occasion  of  their  firing. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
ADSiiita7it  Adjutant- General. 

[Inrtorsenient.] 

Major  WooDHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

]\lAJOR :  I  cannot  tell  the  reason  of  this  demonstration  on  part  of  the 
enemy,  unless  it  be  solely  for  our  annoyance.  They  are  all  quiet  in 
front  of  me.  The  firing  is"  on  my  right,  and  does  not  reach  my  camp. 
Xo  changes  in  mv  front  as  far  as  I  can  discover. 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Columbia,  S.  C,  February  15, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhxjll, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  Inclosed  please  find  report*  of  Colonel  Catterson  concerning 
the  fire  of  the  rebel  battery.  From  the  position  of  the  battery  1 
fear  it  will  annoy  us  very  much  as  soon  as  it  becomes  daylight,  being 
on  our  right  rear  and  across  the  river.  Should  the  rebels  have  much 
artillery  over  there,  I  fear  it  would  render  the  right  of  our  hne  unten- 
able. .  . 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


*  Not  founil. 
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Headquakters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Gongaree  Greelc,  S,  G.,  February  15,  1865. 
[General  0.  E.  Woods:] 

General  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  you  to  push  forward  your  skirmish  line  at  daylight  to-morrow 
morning,  to  ascei  tain  whether  the  rebels  are  still  in  our  front,  and  if  so, 
to  develop  their  position,  and  as  far  as  possible  the  character  of  the 
force  occupying  their  works.  Please  report  the  result  of  the  demon- 
stration as  soon  as  anything  may  be  ascertained. 

I  am,  general,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  General  Hazen.) 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

I^ear  Gongaree  Greelc,  8.  G.,  February  15,  18(}5. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  broke  camp  this  morning  at  8.30  a. 
m.,  marchiug  to  a  ])oint  about  two  miles  north  of  the  Congaree  Creek 
near  the  Congaree  Kiver,  where  the  division  went  into  position  in  line 
of  battle,  making  works  in  its  front,  the  right  resting  on  the  Congaree 
Kiver.  During  the  night  the  enemy  from  across  the  river  fired  artil- 
lery into  the  camp  at  regular  intervals,  killing  1  and  wounding  2.  My 
headquarters  are  with  the  division. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEK, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Toni's  Greelc,  8.  G.,  February  15,  1865. 

Maj.   M.   WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Gorps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at 
7  o'clock  this  a.  m.,  but  was  unable,  owing  to  the  roads  being  occupied 
by  the  trains  of  other  divisions,  to  move  to  exceed  half  a  mile  until  11 
o'clock,  when  it  moved  to  Bates'  Ferry,  on  Congaree  River,  at  which 
place,  in  accordance  witli  orders  from  corps  headquarters,  a  demonstra- 
tion was  made  by  both  artillery  and  infantry.  About  twenty-five  or 
thirty  of  the  enemy,  apparently  a  piclcet  guard,  were  discovered  upon 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  who  fled  upon  their  being  fired  upon.  In 
compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters,  one  regiment  has  been  left 
at  the  ferry  as  picket  guard.  The  remainder  of  the  command  is 
encamped  at  this  place,  the  trains  upon  the  right  and  the  troops  upon 
the  left  of  the  main  Columbia  road.  These  headquarters  are  established 
upon  the  left  of  the  road  and  about  100  yards  south  of  Tom's  Creek 

1  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*JNO.  E.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major- General, 
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Hdqes.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Akmy  Corps, 
hi  the  Field,  near  Congaree  Creek,  S.  G.,  Fehruarij  15,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  detail  the  niovements  of  my  command 
during  the  day,  as  follows:  I  broke  camp  at  8  a.  m.  sharp,  and  moved 
iu  rear  of  the  Second  Division  of  this  corps  on  the  Orangeburg  and 
Columbia  road,  making  repeated  halts,  owing  to  the  detention  of  the 
advance  division  by  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  which  were  struck  at  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning.  At  4.30  p.  m.  I  had  reached  a  point  two 
miles  from  the  Congaree  Creek,  and  commenced  placing  my  command 
in  bivouac,  wben  I  received  orders  from  corps  headquarters  to  move  my 
command  forward  upon  the  above-named  creek,  where  I  arrived  at  0 
p.  m.,  and  placed  my  command  in  position,  as  follows:  Third  Brigade 
across  the  creek  and  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road,  and  the  remain- 
ing two  brigades  on  the  right  bank  of  the  creek  on  either  side  of  the 
road,  remaining  in  this  position  during  the  night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Congaree  Creek,  8.  C,  February  15,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Twebddale, 

Commanding  First  Missouri  Engineers  : 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  request 
you  to  move  your  command  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division  of  this  corps, 
which  will  break  camp  to-morrow  morning  at  7  a.  m, 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Akmy  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  near  Columbia,  February  15,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  to-morrow  morn- 
ing you  cross  Congaree  Creek  at  either  of  the  bridges  in  your  front, 
and  reconnolter  the  second  line  of  the  enemy  with  a  view  to  the 
passage  of  Congaree  River,  and  the  movement  on  Columbia.  General 
Logan  broke  their  line  at  the  crossing  of  the  Congaree  Creek,  and 
moving  forward  found  a  second  line  about  a  mile  in  advance  of  the 
first  and  along  the  heights  this  side  of  the  river,  and  within  full  view 
of  the  city.  The  general  desires  that  you  keep  him  informed  during 
the  day  of  the  success  of  your  movements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       ^  '  A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

28  K   K- 
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Special  Okders,  )         Hdqus.  Seventeenth  Abmy  Cokps, 

No.  42.  )    Near  Taylor's  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  15,  1865. 

The  orders  for  to-morrow  are : 

1.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
have  the  advance  and  will  move  forward  at  7  a.  m. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow 
General  Smith,  being  prepared  to  move  at  8  o'clock. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow 
the  First  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9  o'clock. 

4.  The  trains  will  move  in  rear  of  the  troops  in  the  same  order  as 
the  divisions.  Bach  division  commander  will  leave  two  regiments 
with  his  train. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  7 
o'clock,  and  will  receive  orders  from  Captain  Henley,  aide-de-camp. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen. F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Gross-Roads,  Two  Miles  South  of  Lexington,  8.  C, 

February  13,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davts, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps  : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  corps  on  the  road  to  Columbia,  marching  through  Lexington, 
starting  to-morrow  morning  at  6  o'clock.    When  you  reach  Leaphart's 
he  wishes  you  to  report  to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Boozer's  House,  February  13,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 
From  the  best  information  that  can  be  obtained  Wheeler's  cavalry 
IS  now  passmg  through  Lexington  toward   Columbia.    The  general 
commanding  directs  that  you  get  your  division  under  arms  immedi- 
ately and  push  on  into  Lexington,  getting  possession  of  the  Columbia 
road  and  remaining  there  to-night.    One  brigade  of  the  Twentieth 
Corps  has  been  ordered  forward,  but  may  not  have  reached  the  town 
You  will  take  command  of  this  brigade  in  addition  to  your  own  force" 
by  order  of  General  Slocum  through  General  Davis.    General  Wheeler 
ha^  been  driven  by  Generals  Morgan  and  Kilpatrick  in  much  confusion 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Boozer^s  Bouse,  February  15,  IRfiS. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D,  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  yonr 
command  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow  via  the  cross-roads  at  this  point  and 
through  Lexington  by  Leaphart's,  upon  Columbia. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Lexington,  S.  C,  February  15,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Columbia,  as  follows: 
Third  Division  at  7  a.  m.,  First  Division  at  7.30  a.  m..  Second  Division 
at  8  a.  m.  The  troops  of  the  Third  and  First  Divisions  will  inarch 
unencumbered  in  the  advance.  The  Second  Division  will  cover  the 
whole  trains  of  the  corps.  General  Geary  will  also  march  one  brigade 
as  rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will  accompany  the  rear  guard. 
One  battery  will  march  immediately  in  rear  of  the  advanced  brigade 
of  the  Third  Division;  the  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march  immedi- 
ately in  rear  of  the  Third  Division.  The  wagons,  battery  wagons,  and 
forges  of  the  artillery  will  march  immediately  in  rear  of  the  trains  of  the 
IMichigan  Engineers,  who  will  march  with  their  troops  and  trains  im- 
mediately in  rear  of  the  troops  of  the  First  Division,  starting  at  8  a.  m. 
All  foraging  to-morrow  must  be  done  along  the  road  over  which  we 
march;  no  foraging  parties  will  be  sent  from  the  column. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Near  Lexington,  8.  C,  February  15,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General  :  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs 
that  you  send  at  once  a  brigade  of  infantry  from  your  command  to 
occupy  and  hold  Lexington.  A  battery  of  artillery  has  been  ordered 
to  report  to  you  to  accompany  the  brigade.  The  general  thinks  the 
brigade  should  be  pushed  through  the  town  and  intrenched  on  the 
opposite  side. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Near  Lexington,  S.  C,  February  15,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 
General  :  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs 
me  to  inform  you  that  a  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  has  been 
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ordered  to  Lexington,  to  hold  the  town.  They  will  arrive  there  prob- 
ably within  the  next  hour.  They  will  relieve  your  brigade.  As  soon 
as  relieved  the  general  desires  that  you  will  bring  back  both  the 
infantry  and  artillery  and  have  them  join  their  respective  commands. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  15,  1805. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  Grover, 

Commanding  District  of  Savannah  : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  call 
your  attention  to  a  letter  from  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  bearing  date 
of  December  31, 1864,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,*  directing  that  the 
wives  and  families  of  officers  in  the  rebel  armies  now  residing  in  Savan- 
nah be  sent  from  that  city  into  the  rebel  lines.  You  will  please  have  a 
correct  and  complete  list  of  all  s;uch  parties  forwarded  to  these  head- 
quarters on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February,  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Savannah,  February  15,  1865. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South  : 
Your  telegram,  ordering  me  to  hold  a  regiment  in  readiness  to  relieve 
the  garrison  at  Fort  Pulaski  is  received.      In  reply,  I  would  respect- 
fully refer  to  my  telegram  with  regard  to  the  detachment  of  1,000 
men. 

C.  GEOVER, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Federal  Point,  February  15,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va.: 
General  :  General  Sherman's  instructions  to  me,  through  General 
Foster,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,t  make  the  capture  of  Kinston  of 
primary  importance,  and  seem  to  regard  that  of  Wilmington  as  second- 
ary, while  your  instructions,  under  which  I  am  acting,  make  the  cap- 
ture of  Wilmington  the  first  object.  The  difference  will  be  immaterial 
if  I  succeed  in  making  any  considerable  advance  along  the  Wilming- 
ton and  Goldsborough  Eailroad  before  General  Sherman  comes  up.  If 
not,  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  may  embarrass  General  Sherman  if  he  does 
not  know  exactly  what  I  am  doing  and  to  what  point  he  must  look  for 

*  See  A^ol.  XLIV,  p7846. 

t  See  Sherman  to  Foster,  January  29,  p.  163. 
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supplies.  My  object  is  simply  to  call  your  attention  to  this  matter  in 
case  it  may  have  escaped  your  notice,  so  that  if  practicable  to  commu- 
nicate with  General  Sherman  he  may  be  informed.  I  think  with  you 
that  Wilmington  should  be  taken  first,  for  I  cannot  safely  calculate  on 
making  a  junction  with  General  Sherman  at  any  point  farther  north. 
I  am,  genera],  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SOHOFIELT), 

Major -General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Federal  Point,  February  15,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va.  : 
General  :  On  the  11th,  after  landing  one  division  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Corps,  I  pushed  forward  General  Terry's  line  east  of  Cape  Fear 
Itiver  and  found  the  enemy  in  a  strongly  intrenched  position  opposite 
Fort  Anderson,  running  from  the  river  to  Masonborough  Sound.  In 
the  advance  we  lost  about  60  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  captured  54 
prisoners.  Information  obtained  by  General  Comstock  after  you  were 
here  shows  that  the  enemy's  line  west  of  the  river  runs  from  Fort 
Anderson  to  a  pond,  formed  by  damming  Orton  Creek,  and  running  back 
into  a  swamp  some  eight  or  nine  miles  in  length,  so  that  Fort  Ander- 
son cannot  be  turned  without  going  around  that  swamp.  Not  deeming 
the  force  I  then  had  sufficient  for  such  a  move,  I  directed  my  attention 
to  the  possibility  of  turning  the  enemy's  position  by  crossing  Mason- 
borough  Sound.  General  Comstock  made  a  reconnaissance  on  the 
11th,  from  wMch  the  move  seemed  quite  practicable.  The  plan  was  to 
land  pontoons  and  Navy  small  boats  on  the  beach  about  two  miles 
south  of  Masonborough  Inlet,  haul  them  across  the  peninsula  to  the 
sound  at  a  place  where  it  is  only  about  300  yards  wide,  march 
the  troops  along  the  beach  to  the  point  of  crossing,  and  transfer 
them  to  the  mainland  before  daylight  in  the  morning.  All  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  executing  the  plan  on  the  12th,  but  in  the  after- 
noon a  northeast  wind  sprung  up,  which  rendered  such  operations 
impossible.  The  wind  has  continued  to  blow  from  the  sea  since  that 
time.  Yesterday  I  succeeded,  after  much  difiiculty,  in  getting  the 
pontoon  wagons  ashore,  and  determined  to  make  the  attempt  to  haul 
them  along  the  beach  to  the  point  where  we  could  cross  the  sound. 
The  teams  made  such  slow  progress  that  at  midnight  I  became  satis- 
fied we  could  not  reach  the  jjoint  in  time  to  commence  the  crossing 
before  daylight,  and  hence  could  not  reasonably  expect  success.  I 
therefore  abandoned  the  enterprise.  This  plan  was  a  favorite  one  with 
General  Comstock,  and  I  believe,  had  the  wind  been  favorable,  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  successful.  At  all  events  we  have  lost  noth- 
ing by  making  the  attempt.  My  second  division  commenced  to  arrive 
yesterday,  and  I  can  now  commence  operations  west  of  the  river  with- 
out further  delay.  The  enemy's  camps  indicate  some  increase  of  his 
force  since  I  arrived  here,  but  I  have  no  definite  information  on  the 
subject.  I  have  no  information  from  General  Palmer  later  than  the 
10th.    He  ought  to  be  moving  about  this  time. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SOHOFIBLD, 

Major-  General. 
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HBADQtIAKTERS   DEPARTMENT   OF   NORTH   OaHOLINA, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  K.  C,  February  15,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va.  : 
The  pontoon  train  I  now  have  is  so  heavy  that  I  fear  it  will  cause 
serious  delays  in  operations  over  the  bad  roads  which  prevail  in  this 
country.    If  you  can  send  me  some  of  the  cloth  bateaux  I  think  it 
will  facilitate  my  operatious. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  15,  1865. 
Admiral  D.  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron: 
I  failed  to  get  my  boats  up  the  beach  and  shall  return  to  the  origi- 
nal plan.    I  would  like  to  use  your  tugs  to  carry  troops  across  the 
river  to-morrow. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N,  C,  February  15,  1865. 
Colonel  Dodge, 

Chief  Quartermaster: 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  (to-night)  how  many 
troops  can  be  carried  to  Smithville  at  one  trip  by  all  the  boats,  includ- 
ing the  navy  tugs  Nansemond,  Eolus,  Wilderness,  and  Moccasin.  The 
general  directs  that  you  have  all  the  boats  for  carrying  troops  to 
Smithville  ready  at  the  Federal  Point  wharf  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chief  Quartermaster's  Office, 

Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  15,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Major  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  I  can  transport  2,500  troops  at  one  trip  to 
Smithville.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  ship  all  the  land  transportation  dur- 
ing the  night.  I  shall  also  transport  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
Ohio  Piegiment  to-night.  The  brigade  that  has  arrived  at  Smithville  is 
Colonel  Moore's  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  DODGE, 
Colonel  and  Quartermaster. 
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Headquakteks  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Army  op  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  15, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  your 
command  to  Smithville  to -morrow.  Have  your  advance  at  the  Federal 
I'oint  wharf  at  8  a.  m.  The  commanding  general  will  inform  you 
to-night  how  many  men  the  boats  can  carry  at  once.  Transportation 
for  the  luggage  will  be  furnished  by  the  quartermaster's  department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serA'ant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Army  op  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  15,  1865. 
Commanding  Oppicer  111th  Regiment  Ohio  Inpahtry  : 

Sir:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  proceed  with  your 
command  by  steamer  this  p.  m.  to  Smithville.    Colonel  Dodge,  chief 
quartermaster,  will  designate  the  steamer  on  which  you  wiU  embark. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  i     Headquarters  Third  Division, 

\  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

No.  13.  )  Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  15, 1865. 

I.  The  command  will  move  to  Smithville  to-morrow  morning.  The 
Second  Brigade,  Brevet  Brigadier- General  Casement  commanding, 
will  move  at  7  a.  m.  to  the  landing  at  the  point. 

The  First  and  Third  Brigades  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move,  and 
await  further  orders. 
Bv  command  of  Major-General  Cox : 

THEO.  COX, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Smithville  and  Fort  Caswell,  N.  C, 

February  15,  1865. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  North  Carolina  : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  received 
from  Major-General  Schofleld,  I  made  a  reconnaissance  from  this  point 
to-day.  I  took  300  infantry,  and  with  it  proceeded  up  the  road  run- 
ning to  Fort  Anderson.  About  three  miles  from  this  point  encoun- 
tered about  forty  cavalry,  Avho  retired  before  us.  About  five  miles  from 
here,  at  White  Springs,  again  met  cavalry  re-enforced  to  about  100.  I 
was  informed  by  citizens  and  negroes  that  these  troops  belonged  to  a 
South  Carolina  regiment  which  was  encamped  about  three  miles  above 
White  Springs.  I  found  the  roads  in  good  condition  and  nearly  all  of 
the  citizens  living  at  home.    There  has  been  no  force  of  the  enemy  this 
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side  of  Eeeves'  Point,  except  scouting  parties,  since  the  fall  of  Fort 
Fisher.  I  sent  about  100  men  down  the  Lockwood's  Folly  road,  under 
command  of  Major  Joues,  One  hundred  and  forty-second  New  York 
State  Volunteers,  who  advanced  six  and  a  half  miles,  meetiug  but  four 
rebels,  and  fiuding  the  road  good.  I  append  an  imperfect  sketch*  of 
the  country  so  far  as  surveyed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  A.  M.  BAEJSTEY, 

Lietitenant-ColonelldM  Neiv  York  State  Vols.,  Commanding  Post. 


Confidential.]  Quaktermaster-Genekal's  Office, 

^YasMngton,  D.  C,  February  15,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Innis  N.  Palmer, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Carolina,  New  Berne,  N.  C. : 

General  :  I  have  received  your  letters  of  2d,  7th,  and  8th  instant, 
relating  to  confidential  instructions  and  inclosing  requisitions.  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  general  plans,  so  far  as  he  had  himself  elaborated  them, 
were  communicated  to  me  in  conversation  at  Savannah.  The  animals 
referred  to  will  bring  their  own  Avagons  with  them  to  whatever  point 
on  the  sea  coast  he  may  touch.  He  sent  requisitions  North  for  supplies 
to  be  collected  at  Port 'Royal,  and  to  be  held  in  readiness  for  his  use 
whenever  he,  by  communicating  with  the  navy  on  the  coast,  should 
call  for  them.  Steamers  are  at  Port  Eoyal,  to  be  used  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  his  supplies.  The  railroad  repair  corps  was  sent  by  him  to 
North  Carolina.  The  stores,  wagons,  &c.,  which  you  ask  for  local  use 
have  been  ordered,  and  will  be  forwarded  as  they  can  be  obtained. 
Heavy  demands  have  lately  been  made  upon  our  Eastern  depots  by  the 
sudden  movement  of  troops  from  the  West,  requiring  a  new  outfit  here, 
and  we  are  short  of  ambulances  and  some  of  the  things  for  which  you 
ask.  The  steamers  of  very  light  draft  in  the  possession  of  the  depart- 
ment are  either  within  your  reach  in  North  Carolina  or  are  at  Savannah, 
with  the  exception  of  Western  river  boats,  and  are  sent  from  Maine  to 
Mobile.  General  Easton,  General  Sherman's  chief  quartermaster, 
remained  at  Savannah  to  regulate  the  question  of  supplies,  and,  as 
General  Sherman's  command  includes  the  Department  of  the  South,  he 
has  control  of  the  river  steamers  captured  at  Savannah  and  of  the  light- 
draft  steamers  sent  to  Port  Eoyal  and  Savannah  to  aid  in  supplying 
General  Sherman's  troops,  as  well  as  of  those  which  have  heretofore  con- 
stituted the  transportation  of  the  Department  of  the  South.  So  many 
of  these  as  he  finds  necessary  he  will,  if  the  ocean  will  permit,  take  to 
the  new  base.  I  do  not  think  that  we  shall  be  able  to  send  you  a 
steamer  of  30-inch  draft,  but  the  chief  of  the  division  of  army  transpor- 
tation has  had  his  attention  called  to  your  request,  and  it  will  be  done, 
if  practicable.  The  charter  of  the  Ulysses,  if  in  accordance  with  the 
usual  terms  and  the  law,  will  be  approved.  The  law  requires  certain 
inspection.  General  Schofield  is  in  command  in  North  Carolina,  to 
cooperate  with  General  Sherman,  and  General  Gillmore  has  gone  to 
Hilton  Head,  Foster  being  lame  and  coming  North  to  submit  to  another 
operation. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  J  am,  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obe- 
dient servant  and  friend, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster -General,  Brevet  Major- General. 

*  Omitted. 
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_.       ^    ,,    „  City  Point,  Va.,  February  16, 1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  Richmoucl  Whig  of  to-day  has  the  following: 

PHOM   SOUTH   CAROLINA. 

AVe  are  indebted  to  tlio  Express  Company  for  Augusta  papers  of  the  lOtU,  from 
jhich  we  learn  that  the  Yankees  on  Thursday  morning  were  at  Windsor,  about 
tiiteen  miles  from  Aiken ;  it  is  not  known  in  what  force.  No  movements  were  made 
by  them  on  Thursday;  cause  of  this  not  ascertained.  The  troops  in  t)ie  vicinity  of 
W  andsor  are  Kilpatnck's  corps.  It  is  reported  that  Generals  Hampton  and  Wheeler 
engaged  the  enemy  on  tho  7th  and  8th,  repulsing  them  at  all  points.  Our  loss  is 
about  seventy,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing;  that  of  the  enemy  much  greater. 
The  enemy  are  reported  to  be  massing  toward  the  Congaree  River.  A  gentleman 
from  Columbia  states  that  Slocum's  corps  is  moving  on  that  city  on  this  side  of  the 
Edisto.  His  main  lino,  when  last  heard  from,  was  on  the  railroad.  It  is  stated  in 
Columbia  that  Kilpatriek's  corps  is  protecting  Slocum's  left.  It  is  ascertained  that 
Potter  is  again  moving  on  Charleston.  When  last  heard  from  he  was  at  Green  Pond. 
It  is  not  known  where  Sherman  himself  is.  Barnwell  Court-House  w.is  burned  on 
Monday  night.  The  roads  are  teeming  with  vehicles,  stock,  and  all  kinds  of  mov- 
able property,  fleeing  for  Georgia  and  upper  Carolina. 

siii:ujian's  movkments. 

The  Express  of  yesterday  says  that — 

Parties  who  left  Columbia  on  Friday  evening  last  represent  it  as  the  belief  in 
Columbia  that  Sherman  had  cut  loose  entirely  from  the  various  points  upon  which 
he  had  demonstated,  and  was  hastening  with  all  possible  rapidity  toward  Kings- 
ville  or  Columbia,  possibly  both.  All  movements  toward  Branchville,  Charleston, 
and  Augusta  seem  to  have  been  abandoned.  From  Blackville  and  Orangeburg  there 
is  an  excellent  country  road,  and  as  Sherman  appears  to  have  got  somewhat  the 
start  of  our  forces,  considerable  apprehensions  were  felt  at  Columbia  that  he  would 
reach  there  before  he  could  bo  overtaken. 

The  Congaree,  a  considerable  stream,  has  to  be  crossed  before  reaching  either 
Kingsville  or  Columbia,  but  Sherman  has  pontoon  trains  and  an  efficient  engineer 
corps  with  him,  and  crosses  streams  with  surprising  facility.  Extensive  prepa- 
rations were  being  made  at  Columbia  to  receive  the  great  flanker,  and  it  was  hoped 
that  he  would  at  least  be  held  in  check  until  our  forces  could  come  up. 

Sherman  is  said  to  have  a  very  large  army,  and  he  may  divide,  sending  one  column 
to  Kingsville  and  the  other  to  Columbia.  This  would  enable  him  to  destroy  the 
Columbia  and  Chai-lotte  and  Wilmington  and  Manchester  railroads  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  provided  he  is  not  checked.  It  is  also  stated  that  Sherman  is  but  little 
encumbered  with  commissary  and  quartermaster's  trains.  Relying  upon  his  great 
success  in  Georgia,  he  feeds  his  men  and  horses  off  the  country  as  he  moves,  aiid  all 
that  they  do  not  consume  he  destroys. 

I'ROM   -NOKTH   CAKOLINA. 

The  Wilmington  paper  says  that  tho  usually  quiet  citizens  of  Little  River  and  the 
surrounding  country  have  been  recently  disturbed  by  the  landing  of  a  considerable 
force  of  Yankees  in  their  midst.  It  is  understood  that  tho  object  is  to  strike  the  Man- 
chester railroad  at  a  point  in  the  vicinity  of  Whiteville,  in  Columbus  County. 

The  samepaper  says :  The  air  in  our  own  town  yesterday  seemed  very  much  impreg- 
nated with  some  whisperings  in  relation  to  important  movements  which  we  decline 
publishing,  as  we  arc  in  secret  session  and  officially  reticent. 

XOT   CAPTURED. 

It  affords  us  much  ploasare  to  bo  able  to  state  that  theuavfi.l  party  supposed  to  bo 
captured  are  now  known  to  be  safe. 

I'ROBI    CHARLESTON. 

The  Courier  of  the  9th  says:  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  schooners,  supposed  to  be  sup- 
ply-vessels for  Sherman's  army,  passed  the  bar  Wednesday  morning  going  north. 
About  dark  last  evening  there  was  an  unusual  display  of  signals  between  the  fleet 
and  the  land  batteries.    No  change  in  the  fleet  is  reported. 
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THK   EXCHANGE   01'   PIUSONERS. 

The  general  exchange  of  prisoners  has  been  resumed,  and  the  understanding  is,  we 
believe,  that  it  Trill  be  continued  until  all  the  prison-houses  on  both  sides  arc  emptied 
and  the  captives  liberated.  Humanity  may  smile  again.  It  is  almost  impossible  to 
conceive  the  joy  -which  this  announcement  and  the  return  of  absent  loved  ones  -will 
convey  to  thousands  of  households,  and  the  prisoners  theiriselves,  Confederates  aud 
Yankees,  -will  rejoice  as  they  have  never  rejoiced  before.  We  learn  that  the  exchange 
will  go  on  at  the  rate  of  about  1,000  per  day. 

The  Examiner  says: 

We  learned  at  a  late  hour  last  night  that  a  dispatch  had  been  received  in  one  of 
the  offices  of  the  Government,  stating  that  the  local  force  in  Columbia  had  been 
ordered  out,  and  that  skirmishing  had  been  going  on  with  the  enemy  in  the  Yicinity 
of  that  city.  The  dispatch  is  dated  the  14th  instant.  General  Echols  succeeds  Breck- 
inridge in  Southwestern  Virginia.  Hampton  has  been  made  lieutenant-general,  and 
now  commands  all  the  cavalry  fronting  Sherman. 

The  Dispatch  says: 

It  was  reported  yesterday  morning  that  our  troops  were  evacuating  Wilmington. 
The  report  is  not  confirmed  by  official  dispatches  received  yesterday.  General 
Baker,  in  command  of  our  forces  at  Goldsborough,  reports  to  the  War  Department 
that  he  has  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  are  concentrating  at  New  Berne,  and  that 
they  ha^•e  with  them  materials  for  repairing  the  railroad  from  New  Berne  to  Kinston. 
Gideon  J.  Pillow  has  been  appointed  commissary-general  of  prisoners. 

IJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  16,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Geant,  City  Point: 

I  have  just  learned  from  General  Meigs  and  the  Commissary-General 
that  requisitions  for  sixty  days'  supplies  are  being  filled  and  sent  to 
Port  Royal,  and  that  similar  requisitions  have  just  been  received  from 
General  Schofield  to  be  sent  to  Beaufort,  N.  0.  This  does  not  agree 
with  my  understanding  with  General  Sherman.  I  understood  from 
him  that  shipments  to  Port  Royal  for  his  army  -were  to  cease  as  soon  as 
he  should  reach  the  interior  of  South  Carolina,  and  that  the  remainder 
of  his  supplies  should  be  ready  to  meet  him  at  Georgetown,  S.  C,  Cape 
Fear  River,  or  New  Berne,  N.  C.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  accumulate 
sufficient  supplies  at  all  these  points,  nor  will  it  be  possible  to  keep 
supplies  on  ocean  transports,  as  they  are  exceedingly  scarce.  More- 
over, supplies  can  be  sent  from  New  York  and  Fort  Monroe  to  any 
ponit  north  of  Georgetown  much  sooner  than  from  Port  Royal.  We 
shall  hear  of  Sherman's  whereabouts  much  sooner  than  they  will  at 
Port  Royal,  and  can  send  him  supplies  sooner  than  we  can  send  word 
to  Port  Royal.  It  therefore  seems  to  me  that  to  send  such  a  large 
amount  to  Port  Roya)  now  will  result  in  enormous  expense  and  great 
inconvenience.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  refer  this  mat- 
ter for  your  instructions. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staf. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  16, 1865—7.30  p.  m. 

T^i  ■     n  1  -cr  IT-    ,  (Received  10.30  p.  ni.) 

Major-GeneralHALLECK,  T-Fas/Mwj/toM.-  ' 

There  is  no  necessity  for  sending  supplies  to  Port  Royal  for  the  use  of 
Slierman  s  army.  There  is  scarcely  a  possibility  of  Sherman's  renuir- 
ing  supplies  from  Port  Royal,  and  if  he  should  we  would  hear  through 
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rebel  sources  in  time  to  send  those  on  shipboard  intended  for  George- 
town to  him.  By  having  a  good  supply  on  hand  for  the  troops  in  the 
Department  of  the  South  they  could  always  supply  Sherman  for  a  few 
days  until  more  could  reach  him. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  Qeneral. 

(Copy  furnished  by  Halleck  to  Quartermaster-General,  Commissary- 
General,  and  Ordnance  Department.) 


Confidential.]  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  J).  0.,  February  16, 1865. 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  On  the  30th  December  and  2d  January  last,  General 
Easton,  chief  quartermaster  of  General  Sherman's  army,  addressed  to 
this  office  letters,  of  which  I  inclose  copies*,  asking  that  sixty  days 
grain  for  35,000  animals,  sixty  days'  rations  for  70,000  men,  and  six 
light-draft  steamers,  clothing,  and  other  stores,  should  be  shipped  on 
as  light  vessels  as  possible  to  Savannah  and  Hilton  Head  for  the 
use  of  General  Sherman's  army.  He  also  asked  for  six  light-draft 
steamers.  The  wants  of  General  Sherman  had  been  anticipated  and 
most  of  the  supplies  asked  for  had  been  ordered  and  were  on  the 
coast  or  on  the  way  to  Savannah  when  he  reached  that  city.  During 
his  halt  at  Savannah,  however,  he  consumed  the  forage  and  rations, 
and  daily  shipments  replaced  the  stores  thus  consumed.  While  in 
Savannah  about  the  middle  of  January  I  saw  General  Sherman,  Gen- 
eral Easton,  his  chief  quartermaster,  and  General  Beckwith,  chief 
commissary,  and  discussed  the  mode  of  supply.  General  Sherman 
made  me  acquainted  with  his  general  plan  of  campaign,  and  appeared 
to  dwell  upon  the  possibility  of  being  strongly  opposed  at  the  Santee 
Eiver.  He  several  times  remarked  that  if  disappointed  in  crossing 
this  river  he  might  be  obliged  to  make  for  the  coast  near  its  mouth, 
and  said  he  wished  the  navy  to  keep  a  careful  lookout  about  George- 
town. General  Easton  and  General  Beckwith,  acting  under  orders  ot 
General  Sherman,  expected  to  remain  at  Savannah  and  to  take  charge 
of  the  supplies  and  forward  them  to  whatever  point  on  the  coast 
General  Sherman  should  ultimately  order.  General  Easton  on  4th 
February  sends  me  a  letter  with  requisitions  for  clothing  to  be  sent  to 
Savannah  for  General  Sherman's  army,  and  for  the  large  re-enforce- 
ment which  that  army  is  to  receive  under  command  of  General  Scho- 
fleld.  To-day  I  have,  however,  requests  from  General  Schofield  to  send 
400,000  rations  of  forage  and  20,000  pairs  of  shoes  to  Beaufort  for 
General  Sherman's  army.  The  shoes  I  have  ordered  there.  They  will 
be  useful  in  North  Carolina,  even  if  not  needed  by  Genera)  Sherman. 
Whether  to  stop  sending  forage  to  be  held  under  General  Easton  at 
Port  Eoyal  and  Savannah,  and  to  turn  the  shipments  into  Beaufort, 
or  no,  1  am  now  doubtful.  It  is  of  so  much  importance  that  there  be 
no  confusion  as  to  the  means  and  route  of  supplies  for  General  Sher- 
man that  1  desire  to  have  definite  information.  General  Schofield,  I 
presume,  has  his  orders  under  which  he  asks  this  forage.  General 
Easton's  action  is  in  conformity  with  all  that  I  have  heard  from  him 
and  from  General  Sherman  himself  at  Savannah  up  to  the  19th  of 
January,  the  day  I  left  there.    Whenever  the  rebel  papers  or  their 

*  See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  837,  and  p.  8,  ante. 
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inforinatiou  show  that  General  Sherman  is  approaching  any  port  on  the 
coast,  supplies  from  Kew  York  and  the  northern  depots  will  be  at  once 
turned  iu  that  direction,  but  until  definite  information  reaches  us,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  will  be  proper  to  continue  accumulating  these  sup- 
plies at  Port  Eoyal,  according  to  the  requests  of  his  chief  supply  officers 
and  my  knowledge  of  his  own  expressed  wishes.  General  Sherman's 
staff  officers  were  clear  in  their  expressions  to  me  of  a  desire  to  have 
complete  control  of  the  supplies  and  means  of  moving  them,  and  for 
this  purpose  desired  that  they  should  be  collected  at  Port  Eoyal  and 
Savannah,  and  be  subject  to  their  orders.  This  seemed  to  be  also  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  object  in  some  degree  in  having  them  sent  to  that  point. 
Another  one  seemed  to  be  the  possibility  which  he  entertained  of  his 
going  to  Georgetown.  This  he  contemplated  only  as  the  result  of  a 
check  in  his  operations.  Georgetown,  Cape  Fear,  and  Beaufort  are 
all  south  of  Hatteras.  Supplies  from  Port  Eoyal  for  these  ports  will 
not  be  exposed  to  detention  by  storms  off  that  cape  when  put  in  motion. 
Since  writing  the  above  I  have  your  copy  of  a  dispatch  trom  General 
Grant,  that  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  sending  General  Sherman's 
supplies  to  Port  Eoyal,  and  will  prepare  to  ship  supplies  to  Beaufort 
unless  otherwise  advised.  Yet  I  apprehend  some  derangement  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  scheme  of  supply  from  the  change. 
EespectfuUy, 

M.  G.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 


Special         i  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Oedees,  \  In  the  Field,  near  Columbia,  S.  C, 

No.  26.  )  February  Id,  1865. 

The  next  series  of  movements  will  be  on  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  and 
thence  to  Wilmington  or  Goldsborough,  according  to  events.  Great 
care  must  be  exercised  in  collecting  forage  and  food,  and  at  the  same 
time  in  covering  the  wagon  trains  from  cavalry  dashes. 

I.  General  Howard  will  cross  the  Saluda  and  Broad  Elvers  as  near 
their  mouths  as  possible,  occupy  Columbia,  destroy  the  public  build- 
ings, railroad  property,  manufacturing  and  machine  shops,  but  will 
spare  libraries  and  asylums  and  private  dwellings.  He  will  then  move 
to  Winnsborough,  destroying  en  route  utterly  that  section  of  the  rail- 
road. He  will  also  cause  all  bridges,  trestles,  water-tanks,  and  depots 
on  the  railroad  back  to  the  Wateree  to  be  burned,  switches  broken,  and 
such  other  destruction  as  he  can  find  time  to  accomplish  consistent  with 
the  proper  celerity.  For  movements  of  his  army  he  will  select  roads 
that  cross  the  Wateree  to  the  south  of  Lancaster. 

II.  Generals  Slocum  and  Kilpatrick  will  cross  the  Saluda  Eiver  near 
Mount  Zion,  and  the  Broad  Eiver  below  or  at  Alston,  and  will  cause 
the  destruction  of  the  bridge  at  Alston  and  the  railroad  back  toward 
Columbia  as  far  as  possible,  aiming  to  be  in  communication  with  Winns- 
borough by  the  time  General  Howard  reaches  that  point.  They  will 
study  to  get  roads  in  the  direction  of  Lancaster,  and  should  they  have 
any  spare  time  on  reaching  the  Great- Northern  Eailroad  they  will  pro- 
long the  break  in  the  direction  north  of  Winnsborough. 

III.  Col.  O.  M.  Poe,  chief  engineer,  will  cause  the  First  Eegiment  Mich- 
igan Engineers  to  accompany  the  Eight  Wing,  and  have  it  destroy  as 
much  of  the  railroad  from  Columbia  northward  through  and  beyond 
Winnsborough  as  possible,  working  in  concert  with  any  troops  he  may 
find  employed  at  that  work. 
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IV.  The  general-in-cliief  will  be  Mith  the  left  division  of  tlie  Eight 
\\mg,  or  riglit  division  of  the  Left  Wing,  or  as  near  the  center  of  the 
army  as  possible,  and  Tvill  from  time  to  time  advise  commanding  ofiS- 
cers  ot  his  whereabouts.  He  also  expects  the  fullest  possible  reports  of 
subordinate  commanders.  In  the  absence  of  si)ecific  orders  the  Eight 
V\  mg  will  be  the  "  column  of  direction,"  and  will  aim  for  Winnsborouffli 
Cheraw,  Fayetteville,  &c.  ^  ' 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 


L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
„  .      ^  „  In  the  Field,  February  10,  ^866. 

Major-General  Howard: 

Dear  General  :  I  see  the  bridge  over  Broad  burning.  It  is  very 
important  that  you  effect  a  crossing  to-night.  If  necessary,  get  over 
the  Saluda  the  bulk  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  then  take  up  enough  pon- 
toons to  finish  one  across  the  Broad.  Send  an  officer  with  the  inclosed 
note  to  General  Slocum,  who  can  send  you  ten  before  daylight.  Slo- 
cum  can  cross  Broad  Eiver  as  higli  up  as  Alston  and  thereby  use  his 
bridges  at  one  day's  interval. 
Tours, 

W.  T.  SHBEMAN, 

Major-  General. 
Send  the  inclosed  by  an  officer  to  conduct  the  pontoons. 

[Tnclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  16, 1865. 
Major-General  Slocum  : 

General:  General  Howard  has  to  pass  Saluda  and  Broad  Elvers 
at  the  same  time,  requiring  more  bridging  than  he  has.  I  send  this 
through  him  that  he  may  note  on  it  how  many  he  wants,  I  suppose 
you  can  spare  ten,  as  you  will  be  able  to  remove  that  over  the  Saluda 
before  you  pass  the  Broad.  In  case  Howard  calls  for  any  pontoons  he 
will  conduct  them  to  the  point  where  he  needs  them. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ')     Headquarters  Department  and 

>  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  17.  )  Beaufort,  8.  C,  February  16,  1865. 

III.  Lieut.  Col.  C  H.  Howard,  aide-de  camp,  staff  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  will  immediately  proceed  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  on 
public  business;  which  completed,  he  will,  should  the  opportunity  be 
afforded,  proceed  to  the  army  in  the  field  and  report  to  the  major- 
general  commanding.  If  the  way  is  not  open,  he  will  return  to  these 
headquarters.  Government  transports  will  furnish  him  the  necessary 
transportation. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special        )         Ekadquabtbks  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  i  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  40.  )       N'ear  Congaree  Greek,  8.  C,  February  16,  1865. 

Y.  The  followiug  will  be  the  movements  of  this  command  to-morrow : 
The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding, 
will  cross  the  Broad  Eiver  and  take  up  position  beyond  the  Charlotte 
and  South  Carolina  Railroad,  facing  eastward,  and  be  prepared  to 
destroy  the  road  from  the  city  fifteen  miles  southward.  The  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  following  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  take  up  position  on  the  west  side  of  the 
railroad,  facing  northward,  and  be  prepared  to  destroy  the  railroad 
from  the  city  toward  Winnsborough.  The  trains  of  department  hea<l- 
quarters  will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 
Department  cattle  lierd  will  follow  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Congaree  Greek,  S.  G.,  February  16,  t865. 
Major  Burkhardt, 

Commanding  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry  : 
Major  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  instruct  you  to 
move  your  command  to  this  point.  Leave  about  one-third  of  your 
mounted  men  on  this  side  of  the  river  to  picket  the  different  roads 
leading  into  our  park,  and  with  the  rest  of  your  command  cross  the  creek 
and  push  off  to  the  left  to  make  connection  with  the  other  corps  moving 
in  that  direction. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oensral. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Congaree  Creek,  S.  C,  February  16,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  inclosed  note  from  Major- 
General  Woods  with  reference  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  for  the 
information  of  the  major-general  commanding.  As  will  be  seen,  we 
have  advanced  our  skirmish  line  and  now  occupy  the  works  of  the 
rebels  discovered  in  our  front  last  night.  The  general  has  gone  to  the 
front. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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[Inclosnrc] 

Headquarters  First  Division, 

February  16,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
1MA.TOE :  lu  obedience  to  your  orders  I  advauced  my  skirmishers  at 
dayliglit  this  a.  m.    There  is  no  enemy  in  my  Irout.     My  skirmishers 
are  in  the  deserted  rebel  works  ou  the  left. 
KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Broad  River,  8.  C,  February  16, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  I  want  you  to  put  one  of  your  brigades  across  the  river 
in  small  boats  as  rapidly  as  i)ossible.  When  across  they  will  throw  up 
a  bridge-head,  so  as  to  completely  protect  the  pontoon  bridge  to  be  laid, 
and  push  their  skirmishers  out  as  far  as  they  can  without  endangering 
them  too  much;  also,  have  your  pioneers  at  work  fixing  the  road  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  and  assist  in  laying  the  bridge.  Please  give 
this  your  personal  attention  and  the  laying  of  the  bridge  your  super- 
vision, so  that  you  may  cross  early  in  the  morning  into  Columbia. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHI^  A.  LOGAN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Broad  Biver,  8.  C,  February  16, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  :  I  respectfully  report  that  at  daylight  this  morning  I  pushed 
my  skirmishers  forward,  as  was  directed  in  your  communication  last 
night,  but  found  no  enemy  in  my  front.  Moving  during  the  morning 
iu  rear  of  the  Second  Division  T  halted  for  a  short  time  and  took  posi- 
tion on  the  State  road,  near  the  crossing  of  the  Congaree,  when  receiving 
orders  I  again  moved  out  in  rear  of  the  Second  Division.  The  road, 
however,  was  so  crowded  with  trains  I  was  unable  to  reach  the  ground 
assigned  me  until  after  dark.  My  troops  are  encamped,  two  brigades 
front,  on  the  river  bluff,  just  above  the  Factory  road.  One  of  my 
brigades,  the  Third,  is  crossing  over  in  the  pontoon  boats,  intending  to 
cover  the  laying  of  the  pontoons  iit  this  point.  My  headquarters  are 
near  the  right  of  my  line. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       "^    '  C.  E.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Broad  River,  8.  C,  February  16,  1865. 

Bvt..  Maj.  Gen,  C.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  General  Logan  having  received  instructions  from  Major- 
General  Howard  to  effect  a  crossing  of  the  Broad  Eiver  as  soon  as  pos- 
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sible  aud  to  pusli  a  brigade  into  Columbia  to-night  directs  me  to  request 
you  to  push  one  of  your  brigades  across  the  stream  and  throw  up  a 
bridgehead  covering  the  crossing.  Leaving  a  sufiBcient  guard  in  this 
work,  you  will  please  push  this  brigade  into  Columbia  along  the  direct 
road,  so  that  the  city  may  be  occupied  by  daylight.  In  making  this 
movement  you  will  please  instruct  the  commnndiug  officer  of  your 
advance  brigade  to  move  cautiously  on  the  city  with  a  good  advance 
guard  aud  flankers  thrown  out  along  the  column.  Should  he  meet  with 
too  serious  opposition  he  will  fall  back  slowly  on  the  bridge-head  and 
there  hold  his  position.  It  will  be  understood,  however,  that  the  oppo- 
sition must  be  serious,  as  it  is  necessary  to  occupy  the  city  by  an  early 
hour  to-morrow.  As  soon  as  the  bridge  has  been  laid  you  will  please 
cross  the  rest  of  your  command  and  move  in  support  of  your  advance 
brigade. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Gohmbia,  S.  C,  February  16,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I  sent  for- 
ward my  skirmish  Hue  at  daylight  this  morning,  and  that  they  found 
the  country  -west  of  the  Congaree  and  Saluda  Itivers  evacuated  by  the 
enemy.  At  8  a.  m.  the  division  moved  opposite  Columbia,  aud  soon 
after  to  the  crossing  of  the  Saluda,  near  Saluda  Factory,  where  two 
regiments  were  crossed  in  boats,  driving  away  the  enemy,  and  after- 
wards the  entire  division  crossed  and  pushed  on  to  the  Broad,  but 
I'ailed  to  save  the  bridge.  Early  this  morning  two  men  were  wounded 
from  the  shots  of  the  enemy  across  the  Congaree  Eiver.  My  head- 
quarters are  at  the  ■white  house,  about  a  half  mile  west  of  the  Broad 
Kiver. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  43.  )  Near  Columbia,  S.  C,  February  16,  1865. 

Division  commanders  will  cause  their  white  pioneer  corps  to  report  at 
once  to  Captain  Kossak,  chief  engineer,  at  the  houses  that  are  near  the 
battery  that  is  playing  on  the  city. 

II.  Division  commanders  will  cause  all  animals  in  their  commands 
ridden  by  unauthorized  persons  to  be  seized  at  the  crossing  of  the 
Broad  Eiver.  They  will  dispose  of  the  serviceable  animals  in  their 
batteries,  escort  companies,  trains,  and  quartermaster's  department. 
The  worthless  ones  will  be  shot. 

III.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow: 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance  in  crossing  the  river,  and  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  day- 
light, but  will  not  move  until  he  receives  orders. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  be  prepared 
to  move  at  7  o'clock,  and  will  follow  the  First  Division. 
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Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourtli  Division,  will  be 
prepared  to  move  at  8  o'clock,  and  will  follow  the  Third  Division. 
The  trains  will  move  with  their  respective  divisions. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  ¥.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special       ^       Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  V  Zion  Church,  8.  C, 

No.  H.  )  February  16,  1865. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows : 

General  Oarlin  will  move  at  6  a.  m.,  taking  the  main  road  from 
Columbia  up  the  Saluda  Eiver  via  the  Dutch  Church;  at  that  point 
taking  the  right-hand  road  until  nearly  opposite  Eleazar  or  Kockville 
Post-Of&ce,  and  thence  striking  across  to  that  point. 

General  Morgan  will  move  at  G  a.  m.,  crossing  the  Saluda  Eiver,  and 
taking  the  road  via  South  Oakville  Post-Oflice  and  Metts',  and  oppo- 
site the  mouth  of  Wateree  Creek,  or  Freshly's,  at  which  point  he  will 
receive  further  instructions. 

General  Baird,  with  the  trains  of  the  corps,  wiU  move  at  7  a.  m.  on 
the  direct  road  to  Columbia  until  he  reaches  Draft's  house  ;  thence 
take  the  left-hand  road,  via  this  point,  and,  crossing  the  river,  will  take 
the  road  used  by  General  Morgan's  division. 

Corps  headquarters  train,  with  the  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition 
train,  the  First  Michigan  Engineers,  and  the  pontoon  train,  will  move 
at  7  in  the  rear  of  General  Morgan's  division. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  G:  McCLURG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

iVeffir  Columbia,  S.  C,  February  16, 1865. 
This  command  will  march  to-morrow  to  Zion  Church  as  follows: 
First  Division  at  8  a.  m.,  Second  Division  at  9  a.  m.,  Third  Division  at 
10  a.  m.  Each  division  will  cover  its  own  train.  General  Jackson  will 
march  one  unencumbered  brigade  in  the  advance.  General  Ward  will 
march  two  regiments  as  rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will 
accompany  the  rear  guard;  the  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march 
immediately  in  rear  of  the  advance  brigade.  The  Michigan  Engineers, 
with  their  trains,  will  follow  the  artillery,  starting  at  8  a.  m. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 
In  the  Field,  Lexington,  S.  C,  February  16, 1865. 

Major-General  Sherman: 

General:  I  have  at  my  headqaarters  a  discharged  Confederate 
soldier,  who  left  Eichmoud  Saturday  evening  last  at  6  p.  m.  He  left 
Columbia  yesterday  evening.    He  reports  E.  E.  Lee  and  Longstreet 
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stopping  at  the  Palmetto  House.  He  thinks  that,  all  told,  militia  and 
regnlar  troops,  the.  enemy  has  not  over  20,000  effective  men.  Only  a 
portion  of  S.  D.  Lee's  corps  is  in  Columbia.  Longstreet's  corps,  or  a 
portion  of  it,  was  expected,  but  Grant's  attack  on  Burgess'  and  Arm- 
strong's Mills,  near  Petersburg,  delayed  the  departure.  A  large  portion 
of  Wheeler's  cavalry  is  now  in  and  around  Columbia;  the  remaining 
portion  was  in  my  rear  at  noon  to-day,  but  is  at  this  present  moment 
crossing  the  river  about  iiftecjn  miles  above  this  point.  Major-Geueral 
Hampton  is  in  Columbia,  with  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  Butler's  and 
Young's,  but  not  mounted.  Their  horses  are  now  up  in  Fairfield  Dis- 
trict; have  been  sent  for,  and  are  not  expected  before  Sunday.  Seven- 
teen hundred  Federal  officers  were  yesterday  at  noon  still  in  Columbia, 
confined  Jiear  the  asylum.  Nearly  20,000  of  our  prisoners  he  re])orts 
now  in  a  large  stockade  on  the  Charlotte  and  Columbia  Bailroad  ten 
miles  from  Columbia.  I  don't  fear  Wheeler  ajid  Hampton  combined, 
even  without  supports.  Wheeler's  men  have  thrown  away  and  I  have 
destroyed  upward  of  1,500  stand  of  arms  in  the  various  stamiiedes 
my  people  have  given  different  portions  of  his  command  since  leaving 
Sister's  Ferry.  In  the  fight  near  Aiken,  in  which  oiie  of  my  regiments 
(the  Mnety-seeond  Illinois),  one  company  of  the  Ninth  Michigan,  and 
small  detachments  from  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  Ohio,  and  my  staff  and 
escort,  were  alone  engaged  against  Humes'  and  Allen's  divisions,  com- 
manded by  Wheeler  in  person,  I  lost  but  25  men  killed  and  wounded 
and  less  than  20  taken  prisoners.  It  was  not  a  general  fight,  but 
simply  a  reconnaissance.  This  party  fell  slowly  back  from  Aiken 
before  these  two  divisions,  and  at  11  a.  m.  Wheeler,  with  one  brigade, 
feigned  upon  my  left  flaniv  and  charged  me,  mounted,  with  his  entire 
command.  I  occupied  a  strong  position,  had  no  flanks,  and  he  was 
most  handsomely  repulsed.  His  loss  before  he  reached  my  barricades, 
in  Allen's  division  alone,  according  to  his  official  report,  was  31  killed 
and  upward  of  IGO  wounded.  I  took  upward  of  60  iirisoners,  and  have 
in  my  possession  5  battle-flags  as  proof  of  our  su])eriority  over  liis 
cavalry.  T  am  now  guarding  the  country  from  Wise's  Ferry  across  to 
and  beyond  the  Two  Notch  road,  and  I  am  scouting  the  country  farther 
south.  J  ean  hear  of  no  force  of  the  enemy  in  our  rear.  If  I  could  be 
thrown  across  the  Saluda  I  could  capture  a  large  number  of  horses,  and 
should  be  only  too  happy  to  be  thrown  even  across  Broad  Eiver,  when 
it  will  take  more  than  Wheeler's  cavalry,  assisted  by  Hampton,  to  keep 
me  ofl'of  the  Charlotte  and  Columbia  llailroad.  I  write  you  this  in 
detail  and  fully,  that  you  may  have  the  facts  in  the  case.  Wheeler 
has,  as  usual,  reported  a  victory  over  my  people,  whose  backs  he  never 
yet  has  seen,  and  from  all  that  I  can  learn  a  portion  of  our  army  seems 
only  too  willing  to  believe  such  reports.  Unfortunately  for  me,  Wheeler 
did  not  this  time  have  the  good  fortune  to  meet  and  rout,  as  at  Waynes- 
borough,  one  of  our  infantry  corps. 
I  am  ready,  general,  for  any  orders  you  may  have  to  send  me. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATEICK, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Hbadqt-aeteks  First  Brigade  Cavalry 

Roberts^  Home,  S.  C,  February  16,  1805. 
Maj.  L.  G.  EsTES,  ' 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Major:  Colonel  Jones  reports  that  the  banks  of  the  Saluda  at 
Wise's  Ferry,  on  this  side,  are  low  and  swampy,  and  that  a  muddy 
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creek  has  to  be  passed  before  reaching  it,  which  would  require  a  bridge. 
He  thinks  it  a  bad  place  to  attempt  a  crossing.  Tlie  enemy  have  a 
picket  on  the  opposite  bank,  on  the  bluff  which  overlooks  the  lerry  and 
which  commands  the  low  lands  on  this  side.  He  also  reports  a  ferry 
about  one  mile  and  a  half  below,  at  Swygert's  Mill,  where  the  road  is 
good  to  the  water,  with  the  bluff  on  this  side  commanding  the  low 
lauds  on  the  opposite.  The  enemy  also  have  a  picket  at  this  point,  but 
the  colonel  says  they  can  be  easily  dislodged.  Tlie  river  is  about  40t» 
feet  wide,  and  may  be  500.  Forage  is  plenty.  Tlie  colonel  has  cap- 
tured thirty  horses  and  mules  and  the  men  are  constantly  bringing 
them  in.  There  is  a  ford  on  the  Saluda  at  Dreher's  Mills,  about  four 
miles  from  this  point,  but  whether  it  could  be  now  forded  is  doubted  by 
the  people  here.  I  have  just  been  informed  of  it,  and  Avill  send  a  scout 
to  that  [x)oint]  to  determine  the  matter.  I  have  left  Colonel  Jones 
encamped  near  the  ferry,  whi<;h  1  suppose  is  correct.  If  not,  let  me 
hear  from  you.  Captain  MacKnight,  of  my  staff,  accompanied  Colonel 
Jones,  and  fully  corroborates  his  statements.  Captain  MacKnight 
thinks  the  Saluda  250  yards  wide., 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  JORDAN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

[First  iiitlorsement.] 

Heaucjuartees  Cavalry  Command, 

February  15  [10\,  18<;5 — 8.80  p.  m. 
Eespectfully  forwarded  for  information  of  Major-General  Davis. 
Only  about  1,500  of  Wheeler's  people  found  through  Lexington;  the 
remaining  portion  of  his  command  is  now  crossing  ten  miles  aljovethis 
]joiut.  If  500  feet  of  pontoon  bridging  can  be  sj)ared  me  I  can  cross  at 
the  point  indicated  by  Colonel  Jones,  scatter  and  break  Wheeler  ifp. 
The  entire  country  in  our  rear  is  now  free  of  the  enemy,  and  I  can 
leave  this  point,  so  far  as  the  enemy  is  concerned.  I  need  horses  and 
can  capture  them  on  the  opposite  side.  The  country  is  rich.  My 
orderly  will  bring  reply. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATEICK, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Zion  Church,  February  16, 1865. 
Eespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding.Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia. 

^  JBF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headqi'Akters  Department  of  the  South, 

Milton  Head,  S.  C,  February  16,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Webster, 

iSavannah : 

I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  y(mr  dispatch  of  the  14th  in  reference 
to  General  Grover's  command.     His  force  is  amply  sufficient  to  garri- 
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son  Savannah  City  and  Fort  Pulaski,  and  I  want  the  garrison  of  that 
fort  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  with  certainty  the  orders  from  General 
Sherman.  A  part  of  the  regiment  is  already  with  General  Hatch*  250 
men  will  be  enough  for  Pulaski. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hbadquaetbbs  Depaktment  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  February  16, 1865. 

commandingr  general  confederate  forces, 

Department  op  South  Carolina,  &c., 

Charleston,  IS.  C: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  author- 
ized by  Lieuteuant-Geueral  Grant,  commanding  the  Armies  of  the 
United  States,  to  exchange  all  the  Confederate  officers  and  men  now 
held  as  prisoners  of  war  within  the  limits  of  my  command.  These 
number  at  present  about  500,  and  are  mostly  ofl&cers.  I  propose  to 
exchange  them  rank  for  rank,  and  where  officers  of  equal  rank  cannot  be 
obtained,  to  be  governed  by  the  cartel  agreed  upon  in  1862  regulating 
equivalents.  Should  this  proposition  be  favorably  entertained  by  you, 
I  request  you  to  appoint  an  officer  to  meet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood- 
ford, of  my  staff,  and  arrange  the  necessary  details.  Lieutenant- Col- 
onel Woodford  is  authorized  by  me  to  act  in  my  behalf  in  all  matters 
connected  with  the  proposed  exchange. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  February  16, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Savannah,  6a.  : 
You  will  at  once  send  a  force  to  relieve  the  present  garrison  at  Fort 
Pulaski.  The  relief  must  be  between  200  and  300  strong,  commanded 
by  a  good  officer.  Order  the  regiment  now  at  Fort  Pulaski  to  proceed 
TO  Combahee  Ferry,  with  three  days'  cooked  rations  and  camp  and  gar- 
rison equipage,  and  report  to  General  Hatch.  The  regiment  must  not 
leave  any  eflective  officers  or  men  behind. 

Q.  A  GIIiLMORE, 
MajorGeneral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  HeaR,  8.  C,  February  16,  1865. 
Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Robinson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Ja<:ksonville,  Fla.  : 
Lieutenant:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  instant  to  MajorGeneral  Fos- 
ter, informing  him  of  the  capture  of  the  expedition  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wilcoxson,  and  also  of  the  serious  illness  of  General  Scammon 
was  duly  received.  I  am  directed  by  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  com- 
manding the  department,  to  extend  to  you  his  thanks  for  the  informa- 
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tion,  and  to  state  that  you  acted  properly  in  seudiug  the  iuforniation 
111  the  inanuer  you  did.  Colonel  Tilghman  has  been  instructed  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  Jacksonville  from  Saint  Augustine  to  report  to  district 
headquarters  for  duty.  He  is  to  assume  command  of  the  district 
should  General  Scammon  still  continue  to  be  unfit  for  duty.  Major- 
General  Gillmore  diiects  that  you  send  to  these  headquarters  by  return 
steamer  copies  of  the  orders  issued  ordering  the  expedition  under 
Lieutenant-Oolonel  Wilcoxson  to  go  after  cotton. 
Very  respecttuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  IS.  C,  February  16,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  P.  Scammon, 

Commanding  District  of  Florida,  Department  of  the  South: 
General:  I  am  directed  by  Major-General  Gillmore,  commanding 
department,  to  state  that  he  regrets  that  another  disaster  should  have 
happened  to  our  troops  in  Florida  after  so  many  cautions  to  the  con- 
trary. The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  call  your  atten- 
tion particularly  to  a  letter  from  these  headquarters,  dated  January  29, 
1865,  which  distinctly  says  that  hereafter  no  party  shall  be  sent  out 
less  than  1,000  strong,  except  when  scouts  are  sent  to  ascertain  the 
position  of  the  enemy.  The  report  received  from  your  headquarters 
states  that  the  party  captured  lately,  with  Lieutenant-Oolonel  Wil- 
coxson in  command,  numbered  only  forty-eight  men,  with  ten  wagons, 
and  that  the  entire  party  was  captured.  This,  besides  being  a  violation 
of  instructions,  certainly  shows  that  either  parties  are  sent  out  in 
your  district  without  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  strength  of  the 
enemy,  or  that,  knowing  their  strength,  the  parties  are  invariably  too 
small.  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  a  full  report  of  this 
disaster  be  made  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be  accompanied  by  copies  of 
the  orders  under  which  the  expedition  went  out,  the  object,  and  at  whose 
instigation  they  were  sent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  G.,  February  16, 1865. 

Ool.  B.  C.  Tilghman, 

Third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Saint  Augustine,  Fla. : 
Colonel:  Reports  from  Jacksonville  contain  the  information  that 
Brigadier- General  Scammon  is  so  seriously  ill  as  to  be  unfit  for  any 
duty.  Unless  you  have  reliable  information  of  his  recovery  before 
you" receive  this  letter,  you  will  proceed  by  the  earliest  conveyance  to 
Jacksonville  and  report  to  district  headquarters  for  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-  Oeiteral,  Commanding. 
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IlEADQtrARTERS   DEPARTMENT   OF   NORTH   OAROLINA, 

Federal  Point,  W.  C,  February  16, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Poster,  Comdg.  Department  of  the  flouth: 

General:  I  have  not  bad  an  opportunity  of  communicating  with 
yon  since  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  from  General  Sherman,  and 
now  aA'ail  myself  of  your  dispatch  boat  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  orders,  inclosing  those  of  General  Sherman,  and  also  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  4th  instant  informing  me  of  his  progress.  My  troops  have 
been  much  delayed  in  getting  transportation  from  Washington.  Less 
than  half  of  them  have  yet  arrived.  Hence,  I  have  been  able  to  do 
very  little.  I  shall,  however,  move  against  Port  Anderson  to-morrow, 
and  hope  to  get  Wilmington  in  a  few  days.  If  I  succeed  in  this  I  will 
theu  open  the  railroad  toward  Goldsborough  as  far  and  as  rapidly  as 
practicable.  Should  I  fail  to  get  Wilmington,  which  is  possible,  if  it 
be  re-enforced  from  Eichmond,  I  would  then  secure  possession  of  the 
west  bank  of  Cape  Pear  Kiver,  aud  open  communication  with  General 
Sherman  in  the  direction  of  Plorence.  In  any  event,  I  will  have  sup- 
plies for  General  Sherman's  army  at  the  best  point  attainable.  Gen- 
eral Grant  came  here  with  me  and  gave  me  the  orders  under  which  I 
am  acting,  -which  diifer- somewhat  from  those  sent  by  General  Sherman. 
If  yoix  are  in  safe  communication  with  General  Sherman  please  explain 
this  to  him,  and  inform  him  what  I  am  doing.  In  addition  to  my 
movement  against  Wilmington,  I  have  increased  General  Palmer's 
force  at  New  Berne  by  5,000  men,  and  ordered  him  to  take  Kinston,  or 
at  least  the  railroad  crossing  of  JSTeuse  Eiver.  You  have  doubtless 
received  the  War  Department  orders  creating  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOPIBLD, 

Major- General. 


General  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  ])ept.  of  North  Carolina, 

>  Army  op  the  Ohio, 
No.  3.               )           Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  16,  1865. 

The  following  offlcers  are  assigned  to  duty  as  members  of  the  depart- 
mental staff.  Reports  will  be  made  and  business  transacted  through 
them,  in  accordance  with  existing  orders  and  regulations: 

Col.  George  S.  Dodge,  chief  quartermaster;  Lieut.  Col.  R.  B.  Treat, 
acting  chief  commissary  of  subsistence;  Surg.  Edward  Shippen,  acting 
medical  director;  Capt.  William  J.  Twining,  aide-de-camp,  chief  engi- 
neer. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

General  Orders,  ^  Pjiqes.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

>  Army  of  the  Ohio, 
No.  4.              )           Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  16,  1865. 

Pirst  Lieut.  E.  H.  Eussell,  Signal  Corps  U.  S.  Army,  having  reported 
at  these  headquarters  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, is  announced  as  chief  signal  officer  of  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

.1.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Hdqks.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Smithville,  JT.  C,  February  10, 1865. 
Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Sir  :  I  And  no  rations  are  liere  yet,  and  it  may  be  late  before  they 
get  here.  In  that  case  I  suppose  it  will  be  the  commanding  general's 
desire  that  we  supply  ourselves  before  starting  to-morrow.  Please 
inform  me  if  it  is  otherwise.  If  Ave  go  round  Fort  Anderson  tlie  road 
will  take  us  to  the  left  immediately  after  leaving  town,  and  it  will  be 
out  of  the  way  to  go  to  Ileeves'  Point. 
Tery  respectfully, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General,  Commandinf/. 


Headquarters  Department  of  ISTorth  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  C,  Fehrtiary  IG,  1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps: 
GrENEEAL:  Your  note  of  this  date  isjust  received.    Eations  are  on  the 
way  to  Smithville,  and  the  commanding  general  desires  you  to  supply 
your  command  witb  rations  before  you  start,  but  to  go  to  Port  Ander- 
son to-morrow  as  previously  ordered. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  17,  1805. 
Hon  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

The  llichmond  Examiner  of  to-day  says : 

A  dispatch  received  at  the  Treasury  Department  from  one  of  its  agents  in  Colum- 
bia reports  the  local  forces  there  under  arms,  and  that  some  skirmishing  had  t.ilcen 
place  with  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  It  is  not  stated  that  the  eueniy 
vraa  inconsiderable  force  there,  andsomethins  may  ho  allowed  for  exaggeration  and 
alarm.  AVe  have  from  a  gentleman  who  left  Columbia  as  late  as  Tuesday  last,  and 
■nho  arrived  here  last  night,  some  interesting  news  from  the  military  situation  there. 
From  this  source  we  have  confirmation  of  a  fight  on  the  11th  instant  between 
AYheeler  andlCilpatrick,  near  Aiken.  It  appears  that  General  AA'^heeler,  after  enticing 
him  [from]  behind  his  intrenchments,  charged  with  his  whole  command  and  routed 
the  enemy  with  confusion,  driving  him  back  a  distance  of  about  five  miles.  Ammu- 
nition giving  out  it  was  impossible  for  our-meu  to  push  Kilpatrick  farther,  and  the 
contest  there  ceased.  We  took  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners,  among  whom 
were  a  portion  ofthe  Thirty-third  Massachusetts  Regiment.  ,,.,««« 

The  force  of  the  enemy  which  had  taken  Orangeburg  was  said  to  be  about  12,000 
strong. 

HOUSK   Ol'    I>KLK«ATKK. 

Mr  Anderson,  from  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  made  the  following  report : 
"  The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  impressed  with  the  iniportance  ot  calling  into 
active  service  the  whole  physical  strength  of  the  Coufederate  States  m  this  mumeu- 
tous  crisis,  and  it  being  the  opinion  of  the  highest  military  authority  that  the  cfli- 
ciency  of  our  army  may  be  greatly  increased  by  the  enlistment  ot  negroes :  Ihereforc, 
"Besolved  i,j  the  Generaf  Assmnlhj,  That  the  Confederate  States  is  authorized 
and  the  consent  of  this  State  is  hereby  given,  to  enlist  such  number  of  able-bodied 
slaves  for  military  service  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  upon  such  terms  and  nuder 
such  limitations  ks  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Coulederate  Government  and 
the  owners  of  such  slaves." 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Special        )         Headqtjarteks  Department  and 
Field  Okdebs,  >  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  41.  )  Columbia,  S.  C,  February  17, 1865. 

The  following  operations  of  this  command  will  take  place  to  mor- 
row: The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  command- 
ing, commencing  at  7  a.  m.,  will  complete  the  destruction  of  the  Southern 
Branch  of  the  South  Carolina  Eailroad  as  far  south  as  possible,  detail- 
ing for  that  purpose  two  divisions  of  his  corps.  The  Seventeenth  Corps, 
Major-General  Blair  commanding,  will  commence  at  7  a.  m.  thedestruc- 
tion  of  the  South  Carolina  Eailroad  northward  toward  Winnsborough, 
using  as  far  as  practicable  the  entire  strength  of  his  corps.  The  track 
and  ties  will  be  torn  up  and  fired,  and  the  First  Regiment  Engineers 
Michigan  Volunteers,  following,  will  twist  the  rails.  All  trains  of  the 
army  will  close  up  with  their  respective  corps,  and  as  soon  as  every- 
thing is  across  Broad  River  the  pontoon  bridge  will  be  taken  up. 
That  part  of  it  belonging  to  the  Left  Wing  will  return,  passing  up  the 
west  bank  of  the  Broad  River.  The  department  cattle  herd  will  cross 
Broad  River  to-night.  Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  Strong,  chief  of  staff, 
will  superintend  the  destruction  of  the  jmblic  buildings,  cotton,  rail- 
road depots,  machine-shops,  and  manufacturing  establishments. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DTKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Ocneral. 


Headqtjartees  Left  Wing,  Army  op  Georgia, 

Zion  Church,  8.  C,  Fehrimry  17,  lfi6/). 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing : 

General  :  If  you  can  spare  the  ten  sections  of  pontoon  I  would  like 
to  have  them  returned  to-night.    If  you  are  not  through  with  them 
please  let  me  know  what  time  to-morrow  you  will  be  through  with  them, 
as  the  Twentieth  Corps  crosses  here  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Febniary  17,  1865 — 1.30  a.  m. 
Ma,).  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  The  engineers  have  thus  far  been  unable  to  throw  a  line 
across  the  river  owing  to  the  very  rapid  current.    The  Third  Brigade 
is  ready  at  the  river  bank,  and  will  cross  over  as  soon  as  the  line  can 
be  made  fast  to  the  other  shore.    The  officer  in  command  of  engineer 
regiment  has  tried  every  expedient  to  throw  a  line  over,  but  thus  far 
without  effect.    Before  I  left  camp  I  made  out  and  sent  you  the  gen 
eral's  daily  report.    It  was  then  thought  that  the  Third  Brigade  was 
crossing  in  small  boats.    The  colonel  of  the  engineer  regiment  thinks 
that  by  means  of  anchoring  in  center  of  the  stream  he  may  be  able  to 
get  the  line  over.    Just  as  soon  as  the  boats  can  pass  I  will  send  you 
word. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Woods : 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqbs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  J  7,  1865 — 5  a.  m. 
Maj.  Max.  "VYoodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  The  Third  Brigade  is  now  crossing  over  the  river  in  boats. 
There  are  some  200  of  our  troops  now  on  the  opposite  shore.  They 
are  throwing  up  works  to  protect  the  crossing.  As  soon  as  the  balance 
of  the  brigade  is  over  Colonel  Stone  will  immediately  move  on  to 
Columbia.  His  brigade  will  scarcely  be  able  to  get  started  from  the 
other  side  before  daylight. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Maior-General  Woods: 

FEED.  H.  WILSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  H.  C,  February  17,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjittant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  resjiectfully  report  that  at  3  o'clock  tliis  morning  I  began 
crossing  the  Third  Brigade  of  my  division  (Colonel  Stone  com- 
manding) over  the  Broad  liiver,  using  three  pontoon  boats  for  the 
purpose.  The  i)rocess  was  so  difflcjult  that  it  was  7  o'clock  before  the 
brigade  reached  the  opposite  shore.  Passing  through  the  swamps, 
with  skirmishers  well  thrown  forward,  the  brigade  soon  reached  the 
high  land,  and  at  once  took  position  on  a  range  of  hills  looking  toward 
the  city.  The  opposition  was  but  slight.  The  city  soon  surrendering, 
Colonel  Stone  moved  forward  and  occupied  the  place,  the  remainder  of 
my  division  following  as  soon  as  the  pontoon  bridge  was  laid.  I  moved 
beyond  the  city,  encamping  on  the  east  side  of  the  Charlotte  and  South 
Carolina  Eailroad,  facing  eastward.  The  troops  first  entering  Colum- 
bia were  met  on  the  roadside  by  citizens  of  every  grade,  who  most 
unwisely  furnished  them  with  great  quantities  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
bringing  it  out  in  buckets,  cups,  and  vessels  of  all  description.  As  a 
resnlt  the  confusion  prevailing  throughout  the  town  was  increased  ten- 
fold, and  at  night,  in  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  corps  com- 
mander, the  brigade  on  duty  as  guards  in  the  town  was  relieved  by  the 
First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Woods,  and 
every  practicable  measure  was  promptly  adopted  to  prevent  the  spread- 
ing of  theconflagraticm  that  was  rapidly  extending  over  the  entire  town 
and  to  arrest  the  countless  villains  of  every  command  that  were  roam- 
ing over  the  streets.  As  strong  patrols  as  could  be  furnished  by  the 
brigade  were  distributed  throughout  the  town.  My  headquarters  are 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Stark,  at  the  east  end  of  Senate  street. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C,  R,  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  S.  C,  February  17, 1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  The  troops  first  entering  Columbia  were  met  on  the  road- 
side by  citizens  of  every  grade,  who  most  unwisely  furnished  them  with 
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great  quantities  of  intoxicating  liquors,  bringing  it  out  in  buckets, 
cups,  and  vessels  of  every  description.  As  a  result  the  confusion  pre- 
vailing througiiout  the  town  was  increased  tenfold,  and  at  night,  in 
obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  corps  commander,  the  brigade  ou  duty 
as  guards  in  the  town  was  I'elieved  by  the  First  Brigade,  commanded 
bj^  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Woods,  and  every  practicable  measure 
was  promptly  adopted  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  conflagration 
that  was  rapidly  extending  over  the  entire  town,  and  to  arrest  the 
countless  villains  of  every  command  that  were  loaniiug  over  the  streets. 
As  strong  patrols  as  could  be  furnished  by  the  brigade  were  distrib- 
uted throughout  the  town. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  E.  WOODS, 
Jirevct  ]\lajor- General. 

fludorsemonl.] 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  S.  C,  February  18,  1865. 
Eespectfully  forwarded  to  the  assistant  adjutant- general,  Depart- 
ment and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  for  the  information  of  the  command- 
ing general.  In  addition  to  the  brigade  under  command  of  Brevet 
Ihigadier-General  Woods  ordered  into  town  to  relieve  that  commanded 
by  Colonel  Stone,  one  from  the  Second  Division  was  placed  ou  provost 
duty. 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  A(ljnta,nt-  General. 
(In  temporary  absence  of  the  majjor-general.) 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  31.  )         Fear  Broad  Biver,  R  6'.,  February  17, 1865. 

Upon  the  laying  of  the  pontoons  the  balance  of  the  division  will  imme- 
diately cross  Broad  liiver,  closing  up  with  the  advance  brigade  that 
is  now  moving  over  by  means  of  boats.  Tlie  order  of  march  will  be 
the  same  as  of  yesterday,  the  Third  Brigade  leading,  followed  by  the 
battery,  First,  and  Second  Brigades.  To-day  and  hereafter  during  the 
campaign,  unless  it  be  otherwise  ordered,  regimantal  trains  will  invari- 
ably march  in  rear  of  their  respective  regiments,  the  brigade  headquar 
ters  teams  following  their  brigades.  Tlie  wagons  of  extra  ammuuition 
will  move  with  division  headquarters  just  after  the  battery;  the  ambu- 
lance train  following  the  First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Brevet  Briga- 
dier-General Woods,  commanding. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods: 

FEED.  H.  WILSON, 
Actinfj  Assistatit  Adjutant- General. 


Headqt*arters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps 

Fcbruari/ 17,  18(tr,. 
Major-General  Hazen,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Gommandinfi  Second  JMvlsion,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Yesterday  the  general  commanding  requested  Colonel 
Jones  to  place  a  guard  over  the  factory  buildings,  as  it  was  anticipated 
that  we  should  use  the  flooring  thereof  in  constructing  the  bridge.    As 
there  is  now  no  necessity  for  the  guard  remaining  you  niay  withdraw  it 
By  order : 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

-.  .  -  -         „,  Columbia,  S.  G.,  February  17, 18(!5. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marched  at  3 

p.m.  to-day  m  rear  of  the  corps  with  baggage  train  ^  crossing  Broad 

J\iver  half  a  mile  from  camp  on  pontoon  bridge  and  reached  Columbia 

at  «.30  p.  m.    Took  a  position  one  mile  from  the  city  on  the  Charlotte 

aud  South  Carolina  liailroad,  having  marched  five  miles. 

^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Colnmbin,  S.  C,  February  10  \17\,  1805. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  broke  camp  and  crosscid 
the  Broad Eiver  at  4  p. m.  to-day,  and  passing thiough  this  city cam])ed 
line  mile  below  it.     My  headcjuarters  are  at  a  small  wood-colored  build- 
ing at  about  the  center  of  my  troops. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Broad  River,  *S'.  C,  February  17,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  this  command 
for  yesterday,  the  16tli  instant,  as  follows:  Broke  camp  at  7  a.  m.  and 
moved  across  Congaree  Creek;  halted  until  near  noon,  then  moved  to 
ground  occupied  in  the  morning  by  First  Division.  Eemained  at  that 
point  until  2  p.  m.,  and  then  moved  to  bank  ol'  Congaree  Eiver,  oppo- 
site Columbia.  At  4  jj.  m.  received  orders  to  follow  Fourth  Division 
and  cross  Saluda  Kiver  at  Saluda  Factory;  commenced  crossing  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  (11  p.  m.).  The  last  of  the  command  (except 
supply  trains)  arrived  at  camp  near  bridge  across  Broad  River  at  2 
o'clock  this  p.  m.  These  headquarters  are  established  on  the  east  side 
of  the  main  road,  oi)])osite  the  left  of  the  division.  The  troops  were, 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  encamped  Avith  reference  to  their 
comfort. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Columbia,  S.  C,  February  17,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  W^oodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  this  command  for 
the  day,  as  follows:  Broke  camp  on  Broad  River  at  3  o'clock  this  p.  m., 
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crossed  Broad  Eiver  at  4  p.  m.,  and  marched  through  the  city  of  Colum- 
bia to  a  position  east  of  the  city  and  railroad  and  near  the  latter.  The 
First  Brigade  is  encamped  in  line,  the  right  connecting  with  the  Fourth 
and  its  left  with  the  First  Division.  The  Second  Brigade  is  in  line  in 
rear  of  and  parallel  with  the  First  as  a  reserve.  The  artillery  is  iu 
rear  of  Second  Brigade.  These  headquarters  are  established  on  the 
railroad  in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  on  Broad  River,  8.  C,  February  17, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  detailed  [report  of 
the]  movements  and  operations  of  my  command  during  the  16th  instant: 
Pursuant  to  orders  received  from  the  major-general  commanding,  I 
moved  from  my  position  on  Congaree  Creek  at  10.30  a.  m.,  and  diverg- 
ing from  the  main  traveled  road  crossed  the  large  open  field,  marching 
nearly  abreast  of  the  First  Division  of  this  corps,  and  halted  on  the 
hill  near  a  cluster  of  deserted  buildings.  At  12  m.  I  received  orders 
from  the  general  commanding,  transmitted  through  a  staff  ofQcer,  to 
move  my  division  forward  by  the  road  and  occui)y  the  position  just 
vacated  by  Major-General  Hazen,  which  I  reached  and  occupied  at  1.30 
p.  m.  without  resistance  from  the  enemy,  with  the  exception  of  a  field 
batteiy  which  directed  its  fire  against  my  right,  while  taking  the  posi- 
tion assigned,  and  the  wagon  trains  of  the  corps  (both  of  which  were 
in  easy  range  and  plainly  visible  to  the  enemy's  guns) ;  their  shot,  how- 
ever, were  directed  too  low  to  produce  any  evil  effects,  and  the  guns 
were  in  a  very  short  time  completely  silenced  by  a  few  well  directed 
and  rapid  shots  from  Captain  Callahan's  battery  (H,  First  Missouri 
Light  Artillery),  attached  to  this  division,  besides  driving  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  from  the  river  bank  on  my  right.  At  4  p.  m.  I  received 
orders  to  move  my  command  across  the  Saluda  Eiver,  which  I  suc- 
ceeded in  doing,  and  bivouacked  with  my  infantry  and  artillery  mid- 
way between  Saluda  and  Broad  Rivers,  known  as  Dutch  Fork,  at  10.30 
p.  m.  My  train  did  not  all  get  in  until  6.30  a.  m.,  the  17th  instant. 
Owing  to  the  darkness  and  crowded  condition  of  the  roads  by  the  troops 
and  trains,  a  portion  of  my  command  crossed  the  Saluda  River  in 
advance  of  the  trains  of  the  First  Division,  which  was  evidently 
through  ignorance  on  the  part  of  brigade  commander,  supposing  that 
they  were  passing  the  trains  of  the  Fourth  Division. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  44.  $  Kear  Colnmbia,  S.  C,  February  17, 1865. 

Division  commanders  will  cause  the  carpenters  of  the  pioneer  corps 
to  report  forthwith  with  tools  to  Captain  Klostermann,  engineer  Fif- 
teenth Array  Corps,  at  the  bridge  at  Saluda  Factory,  for  the  purpose 
of  building  pontoon  boats. 
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II.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow: 

Each  division  will  destroy  three  miles  of  road.  The  First  Division 
■will  commence  at  the  depot  of  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  at  7  a.  m. 
and  destroy  three  miles  toward  Winusborough.  It  will  then  move  for- 
ward to  a  camp  to  be  selected  six  miles  from  the  city.  The  Fourth 
Division  will  commence  three  miles  from  the  city  and  destroy  three  miles 
north.  The  Third  Division  will  move  to  a  point  six  miles  north  of  the 
city  and  destroy  three  miles,  after  which  it  will  move  back  to  the  camp, 
six  miles  from  the  city.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  twist  or  bend  the 
rails,  as  the  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  follow  and  do  it.  The  ties 
will  be  piled  up  with  the  rails  on  them  and  fired. 

Two  regiments  will  be  left  to  come  up  with  the  train  of  each  division 
as  guard,  and  the  trains  will  move  forward  to  the  camp  as  soon  as  they 
cross  to  morrow. 

The  Third  Division  will  move  at  7  o'clock  and  the  Fourth  Division 
at  8  a.  m. 

Headquarters  of  the  corps  will  remain  in  the  city  to-morrow. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

0.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headqxtaetbes  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Columbia,  S.  C,  February  17,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General,:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  we  wiU  remain  in  our  present  camp  to-day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

February  17, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General  :  General  Sherman  has  ordered  the  bridge  relaid  and  we 
will  move  according  to  last  night's  order,  the  First  Division  moving 
about  10  o'clock. 

Very  respectfully, 

'       ^  '  C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

The  Third  Division  will  be  ready  to  move  about  noon. 

DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

February  17,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division  ; 
General  :  General  Blair  directs  that  after  crossing  the  Saluda  Eiver 
you  will  park  all  your  train  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
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Saliula,  at  a  point  to  be  indicated  by  Captain  Steele,  aide-de-camp, 
with  tlie  ext'ei)tion  of  tifteen  ammuiiitiou  wagons  and  ambulances, 
wliicli  will  be  taken  with   your  division  across  Broad  lliver.     The 
artillery  will  accompany  your  column. 
Very  resiiectfuUy, 

A.  HIGKENLOOPEE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector-Geiierul. 


Hdqes.  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  8.  C,  February  17,  1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 
The  colors  of  the  Thirteenth  Iowa  were  suspended  over  the  capitol 
at  11  o'clock  this  forenoon.    jSTational  salute  is  now  being  fired  by 
Captain  Clayton,  First  Minnesota  Battery,  to  commemorate  this  event. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major -General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  17, 1865. 
[Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg:] 

Colonel:  I  regret  to  have  to  inform  the  general  commanding  the 
corps  that  I  have  missed  the  road  he  ordered  me  to  take,  and  am  now 
on  the  Newberry  road.  I  marched  up  the  road  along  Saluda  Eiver  to 
a  road  leading  by  a  church,  which  1  was  informed  by  a  negro  resident 
of  the  vicinity  was  Dutch  Church.  But  this  proved  erroneous,  and 
the  road  brought  me  into  this  road  ahead  of  General  Morgan.  I  still 
thought  I  was  right  till  I  had  marched  several  miles,  and  then  con- 
cluded that  tiie  loss  of  time  would  not  justify  a  return  to  the  other 
road.  I  hope  no  inconvenience  will  result  from  the  mistake. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  CARLIN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Corps, 

Near  Metts'  House,  February  17, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Colonel:  Say  to  the  general  commanding  that  on  reaching  this 
point,  after  much  detention  at  the  bridge  and  much  labor  on  the  road, 
Captain  Remington  reported  to  me  that  his  trains  could  not  get  this 
far  and  park  before  10  p.  m.  I  therefore  put  the  leading  brigade  in 
camp  and  am  camping  the  trains  as  tliey  come  in.  My  troops  alone  or 
with  the  trains  can  march  at  any  hour  in  the  morning.  I  think,  how- 
ever, we  have  gained  by  making  a  little  interval  and  letting  the  trains 
close  up. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BAIKD, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding  Division. 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Sahula  Hirer,  S.  C,  February  17,  1865. 

Tbis  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Alston  in  the  following 
order:  Second  Division,  Third  Division,  First  Division.  If  the  wagon 
trains  of  the  corps  shall  have  succeeded  in  crossing  the*  river  during  the 
night,  as  ordered,  General  Geary  will  break  camp  at  daybreak,  cross 
the  river  with  his  troojjs,  and  take  the  advance.  General  Ward,  with 
his  troops,  will  follow  the  Second  Division.  The  batteries  now  with 
the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  will  march  with  those  divisions  until 
after  crossing  the  river.  After  crossing  the  river  General  Ward  will 
put  his  troops  and  battery  in  position  to  cover  the  taking  up  of  the 
iiontoon  bridge.  The  pontoon  train,  after  the  bridge  is  taken  up,  will 
pass  the  Third  Division,  and  take  its  place  in  the  column  at  the  head 
of  the  train  of  the  Second  Division.  After  crossing  the  Saluda  River, 
(General  Geary  Avill  march  one  unencumbered  brigade  as  the  advance. 
Three  batteiies  of  artillery  will  follow  the  advanced  brigade,  one  bat- 
tery marching  with  the  rear  guard,  ■which  will  consist  of  one  brigade  of 
the  First  Division.  Each  division  commander  will  dispose  of  his  troops 
so  as  to  cover  his  own  trains.  General  Geary  will  keep  himself  informed 
as  to  the  success  of  the  trains  in  crossing  the  river,  and  he  will  not 
leave  his  present  camp  until  the  train  has  so  far  crossed  the  river  that 
he  will  have  the  road  unobstructed  to  the  bridge. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  A.  S.  Wilhams: 

CHAS.  MOYEK, 
Acting  Assistmit  Adjtttant-Geiwral. 


Headquarters  ])epartment  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  /S'.  C,  February  17, 1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Point,  F«.: 

(General  :  I  send  you  by  mail  Charleston  newspapers  of  the  8th, 
0th,  10th,  and  11th,  which  give  the  latest  news  from  General  Sherman. 
They  state  that  he  crossed  the  South  Fork  of  the  Edisto  at  Binnaker's 
Bridge  on  the  9th.  I  have  possession  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah 
Bailroad  as  far  as  the  Edisto.  The  enemy  are  on  the  line  of  the  Edisto 
at  J acksonborough  and  Willstowu.  General  Hatch's  division  captured 
0  guns  on  the  15th.  The  road  has  been  so  thoroughly  destroyed  that 
there  is  no  use  of  keeping  up  the  intrenched  camp  at  Pocotaligo  Sta- 
tion. I  can  make  much  better  use  of  the  troops  elsewhere,  and  ask 
authority  to  use  my  discretion  in  the  matter.  The  place  can  at  any 
time  be  rcoccapied  in  a  few  hours.  I  have  no  dispatches  from  Bull's 
Bay  later  than  the  12th.  General  Potter  expected  to  land  there  on  the 
13th.     I  shall  go  up  there  to-morrow.  ,     ,.     , 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

^'^^■^*"*'  Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- Genera],  Commandiwj. 


War  Department, 

Washi.n()ton  City,  February  17, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

VommandiMj  Department  of  the  South: 
General  :  The  appfication  of  K.  D.  Arnold,  mayor  of  Savannah,  for 
permission  for  himself  ami  two  other  persons  to  proceed  to  Wa^hnigton 
City  by  way  of  Xew  York,  has  been  forwarded  to  this  Department  by 
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Major-General  Foster,  who  states  that  he  has  given  the  three  gentle- 
]iien  permission  to  go  to  New  York  to  await  the  decision  of  the  Depart- 
ment. The  permission  they  desire  cannot  be  granted,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  directs  that  no  deputations  of  this  kind  be  allowed  to  go 
:North  from  Savannah.  All  matters  which  need  to  be  considered  and 
decided  here  can  be  submitted  in  writing  through  the  proper  channels. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  UANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Headqtjaeters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Fehruary  17,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  S.  Armies,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
General  :  I  have  had  time  enough  to  look  about  me,  and  am  now 
enabled  to  state  what  the  most  pressing  wants  of  this  department  are. 
I  shall  confine  myself  in  this  letter  to  one  single  point.  The  Union 
sentiment  in  Georgia  is  in  danger  of  dying  out  for  want  of  nourish- 
ment. It  is  my  earnest  desire  to  foster  it  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
people  will  be  induced  to  give  free  expression  to  it  themselves.  With 
the  exception  of  the  city  of  Savannah  and  its  environs  within  the 
picket-line,  we  hold  no  more  territory  in  that  State  than  we  did  before 
General  Sherman's  march  through  it.  I  want  a  few  more  troops,  say 
4,000  or  5,000,  1,000  of  which  should  be  cavalry  or  mounted  infautry. 
1  firmly  believe  that  they  cou'.d  be  of  more  service  here  than  in  any 
other  portion  of  the  country.  I  wish  to  operate  in  Georgia  in  a  manner 
l)artly  civil  and  partly  military  before  the  people  have  time  to  recover 
from  the  panic  and  the  sense  of  subjugation  which  now  exists.  During 
the  progress  of  extensive  military  operations  in  South  Carolina  and 
Xorth  Carolina  great  things  could  be  accomplished  in  Georgia  with  a 
very  small  force  of  mounted  troops.  I  respectfully  request  that  this 
matter  may  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
recommended  to  his  favorable  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[First  indorsement.] 

February  22,  1865. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieutenaut-General  Grant  with  the  remark 
that  General  Gillmore  has  been  ordered,  as  directed,  to  send  all  white 
troops  not  required  to  hold  the  sea  ports  to  Cape  Fear  River. 

H.  W.  IIALLECK, 
Major- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Second  indorsement.') 

Headquarters  Ar:mies  of  the  United  States 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  25, 1865. 
Please  inform  General  Gillmore  that  he  will  comply  with  orders  sent 
to  him  to  send  his  surplus  troops  to  Cape  Fear  River.  We  want  to 
use  our  troops  in  putting  down  those  in  arms  against  us  and  not  in 
what  has  always  proven  a  useless  attempt,  to  get  up  Union  sentiment 
by  a  show  of  strength  and  diplomacy  where  there  is  no  resistance. 
Mounted  men  at  Savannah  may  be  necessary,  but  to  get  them  they 
must  be  mounted  in  the  country. 

U.  S.  GRANT 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  or  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  17,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  11.  W.  Halleck, 

Vhief  of  Staff,  U.  8.  Armies,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
General  :  I  have  received  a  special  order  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment relieving  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Littlefleld  from  duty  in  this 
department,  and  directing  him  to  report  to  Major- General  Oauby  for 
duty.  General  Littlefleld  being  mustering  and  disbursing  officer  of 
this  department,  and  In  charge  of  the  funds  pertaining  to  that  office, 
Avill  not  be  able  to  complete  his  preparations  for  leaving  in  time  to 
take  the  steamer  Fulton,  which  sails  to-morrow,  but  will  be  in  readi- 
ness probably  to  go  in  the  Arago  on  her  next  trip.  I  desire  to  make 
an  earnest  appeal  for  the  suspension,  temporarily  at  least,  of  the  order 
relieving  General  Littlefleld,  for  the  reason  that  he  understands  and 
can  conduct  the  business  of  recruiting  and  organizing  colored  troops 
better  than  any  officer  in  this  command,  and  better,  indeed,  than  any 
one  I  could  expect  to  have  sent  here  to  take  his  place.  If  Brigadier- 
General  Birney  is  ordered  here  in  compliance  with  General  Foster's 
application,  I  request  that  he  may  not  be  assigned  to  any  special  duties 
in  the  order.  I  may  desire  to  put  him  in  command  of  the  District  of 
Florida,  as  General  Scammon  is  quite  ill. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  17, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  8.  Armies,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  official  copy  of 
intercepted  signal  dispatches  of  the  enemy,  in  and  around  Gharlestou 
Harbor. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[IncloRure.] 

Intercepted  signal  dispatches  relative  to  demonstrations  on  James  Island. 

(City  to  Battery  Bee.) 

Februaey  10,  1865 — 7  p.  m. 
Colonel  Ehett: 
Have  the  steamers  returned  from  carrying  troops  to  James  Island? 

PAGE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(City  to  Battery  Bee.) 

February  10,  1865—7.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  Rhett: 
Scud  Captain  Le  Gardeur  to  James  Island.    Send  to  McCormiok's  Landing  at  once 

and  stop  the  steamer  for  him,  if  it  is  still  there.  ™  .  ,  t  a  ^iT^oTir. 

TALlAr  IIjKKU, 

Genei'al. 
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(City  to  Battery  Bee.) 

February  10,  1865—12  p.  m. 
Colonel  Ehett: 

Order  Young's  dismounted  men  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Elliott,  James  Island,  at 
once.    A  steamer  will  be  at  Mount  Pleasant  for  them. 

PAGE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(City  to  Battery  Bee.) 

February  11,  1865—7  a.  m. 
Land  Le  Gardeur's  battery  as  soon  as  possible. 

PAGE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 

February  11,  1865 — 4.15  p.  m. 
Colonel  E., 

Corner  Vanderhwst  and  Thomas  Streets: 
General  Pemberton  will  be  at  Fort  Sumter  at  dark  this  p.  m. 

PAGE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(City  to  Kam,  Charleston.) 

February  11, 1865 — 10.15  p.  m. 
Fleet  OflScer  Tucker: 

Enemy  attacked  Simkins  to-night.    Barges  reported  between  Morris  Island  and 
Fort  Johnson.    Please  send  out  your  irou-clads  and  drive  them  off. 

HAKDEE, 

Genei-al. 

Dispatches  relative  to  expedition  to  BulVs  Bay. 

(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 

February  12,  1865 — 1  p.  m. 
Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Thirteen  steamers  arrived  in  Bull's  Bay  at  8  o'clock  this  a.  m. 

BOYLSTON, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Battery  Bee  to  Sumter.) 

February  12,  186.5—3.30  p.  m. 
Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Two  or  three  more  steamers  have  entered  Bull's  Bay,  one  in  creek  in  front  of 
Andersonville,  and  two  in  lower  end  of  the  bay. 

BOYLSTON, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(City  to  Battery  Bee.) 

February  12, 1865—4.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  BOYLSTOX, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Order  Captain  Parker's  battery  back  to  Andersonville  at  once. 

(Battery  Bee  to  Sumter.) 

February  12,  1865—9.25  p.  m. 
Colonel  Griffin,  '■ 

First  Regiment  State  Troops,  Royal's  House,  James  Island: 

On  way  to  join  the  regiment,  but  see  troops  returning  hero  from  there.     Must  I 
go  on  or  return  to  camp  ?    Answer. 

DOZIER, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 
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(Battery  Bee  to  Sumter.) 

February  12,  1865—9.25  p.  m. 
Captam  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Another  report  just  from  Anderspnville.     Twelve  vessels  of  different  kinds  are 
quietly  anchored  in  the  bay ;  two  or  three  gone  in  the  direction  of  McClellanville. 

EHETT, 

Colonel. 

(City  to  Battery  Bee.) 

February  13,  1865—1.25  a.  m. 
Liexitcnnnt  Boylston  : 

Young's  dismounted  men  and  400  of  Conner's  brigade  have  been  ordered  to  McCor- 
mick's  Landing.    Colonel  Khett  is  to  send  Parker's  battery  to  T. 

PAGE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Battery  Bee  to  Sumter.) 

February  13,  1865—9  a.  m. 
Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
All  quiet  on  this  island.     Colonel  Bhctt  is  now  in  the  Christ  Church  lines. 

JONES, 
Lieutenant. 

(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 

February  13,  1865 — 6.45  p.  m.     (Received  8.30  a.  m.) 
Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
No  further  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Young's  men  and  the 
Fire  Brigade  have  not  reported.  Le  Gardeur's  battery  is  at  the  church.  Horses 
have  been  in  harness  for  sixty  hours.  Parker's  battery  gone  forward.  I  have 
ordered  two  20-pounder  Parrotts  from  Sullivan's  Island  to  the  lines,  *  *  *  is  to 
be  in  readiness  to  march.    Have  now  500  men  in  the  lines;  want  2,000. 

EHETT, 

Colonel. 

(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 

February  13,  [1865]— 7.30  p.  m. 
Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
The  last  report  received  from  Pull's  Bay  was  forwarded,  stating  that  there  are 
twelve  vessels  of  diftereut  kinds  in  the  bay.    The  kind  is  not  designated.    One  or 
two  have  gone  in  the  direction  of  McClellanville.     Will  forward  reports  as  they 
come  in. 

I.  JONES, 
Aide-de-Camp. 

Lieut.  John  Sykes, 

Calhoun  Light  Battery: 
Appear  bere  as  a  witness  in  the  case  of  Private  George  Taylor  to-morrow  at  10 
a.  m.,  at  Colonel  Ehett's  headquarters. 


Captain  Lamar, 

Assistant  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Mount  Pleasant: 

I  send  you  an  important  communication  by  boat  to-night. 


Major  Vardell, 

Quartermaster,  Mount  Pleasant : 
I  send  you  an  important  communication  by  boat  to-uight. 


N.  0.  LOWE, 
Judge-Advocate. 


BULKLEY, 

Major. 


BULKLEY, 

Major. 
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(City  to  Battery  Boe.) 

February  U,  1865—1.30  a.  m. 

^"IbLve^rSednoestimato  of  the  number  of  the  enemy's  troops  Why  haa  it 
not  been  sent?  Why  has  Blake  not  reported?  It  is  important  to  keep  me 
advised,  and  must  be  done.  Send  if  necessary  special  Conner  to-night  to  ascer- 
tain facts.  Use  artillery  horses  if  you  have  no  cavalry.  Will  send  engineers  in  the 
morning.  Stop  Quirk's  company  engineer  troops  now  at  McCormick  s  Landing  to 
do  the  work  at  the  lines.  They  will  leave  for  the  city  in  the  morning,  unless  you 
stop  them  to-night.     Signal  men  will  be  sent.  T\LIAFEERO 

Genm'ol. 

E.  North: 
We  called  you  since  2  o'clock  this  a.  m.  to  send  the  above  message. 

RUSKILLj 

Sergeant. 

Sergeant  Metard  : 
Proceed  at  once  to  Palmetto  Battery  and  open  communications  with  Battery  Mar- 

^^*"-  HARRISON, 

Lieutenant  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

(Battery  Beo  to  City.) 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
No  attack  un  to  11.20  last  p.  m.     Conner's  men  have  arrived,  and  Andersonville 
reported  safe.  '  No  tiring  heard  during  the  night.    Will  inform  you  promptly  if  any- 
thing occurs. 

^  .  RHETT, 

Colonel. 

(Battery  Bee  to  Sumter.) 

February  14,  [1865]— 4.10  p.  ni. 
Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
All  quiet  at  Andersonville.    Coloijel  Rhett  wishes  to  know  if  you  have  ordered  an 
engineer  company  to  the  lines, 

JONES, 

Lieutenant, 

Captain  Lamar, 

Assistant  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Fort  Sumter: 
Stores  will  be  down  to-night. 

PRINGLE, 

Major. 
(Battery  Bee  to  Sumter.) 

February  15,  1865—6  a.  m. 
Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Genei-al : 

I  think  that  if  the  whole  of  Parker's  battery  be  left  at  Andersonville,  one  gun  of 
Le  Gardeur's  battery  be  .sent  to  Gioham's,  and  another  to  Buck  Hall,  with  a  support 
of  100  men,  that  it  would  render  the  position  secure.  Have'not  made  the  arrano-e- 
ments,  nor  shall  not  do  it  unless  I  receive  orders  from  General  Taliaferro,  as  the  fir- 
ing  on  Stono  renders  it  possible  Le  Gardeur's  will  be  needed  there. 

RHETT, 

Colonel. 

February  15,  1865—6  p.  m. 
Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Your  dispatch  just  received,  2.10  p.  m.    The  information  you  ask  for  has  been  sent 
you  in  repeated  dispatches.    I  will  leave  Mount  Pleasant  immediately  to  see  the  gen- 
eral.   I  should  like  to  send  two  Parrott  guus.now  on  the  lines  to  Andersonville  and 
eeud  on  a  section  of  Parker's  battery  to  McClellanville. 

RHETT, 

Colonel. 
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(City  to  Castle  Pinckney.) 

February  15,  1865—8.30  p.  m. 
Captain  King: 

Please  send  immediately  to  the  city,  to  Major  Echols,  by  small  boat,  all  tools  in  good 
condition  except  wheelbarrows. 

CLARKE, 

Colonel. 

(Battery  Bco  to  City.) 

February  16, 1865—1  p.  m. 
Captain  Page, 

Assiataiit  Adjutant-General: 
The  following  dispatch  has  been  received  from  Andersonville :  The  number  of  the 
fleet  remains  the  same  at  12  this  m,  as  at  11.10  last  p.  m.  Two  barges  are  quite  busy 
sounding  in  front  of  Palmetto  Point.  One  came  in  quite  near  the  shore,  but  a  party  of 
six  men  fired  on  her.  She  moved  off.  During  the  time  they  were  sounding  signal- 
ing was  kept  up  between  barges  and  a  tug,  their  distance  about  one  mile  from  shore. 
Dispatch  from  Gioham's,  just  received,  says  that  a  barge  has  been  moving  about  mouth 
of  creek,  also  engaged  in  sounding.  One  of  the  steamers  has  just  gone  up  to  mouth 
of  creek.     Reply. 

M.  J.  KIRK, 

Captain. 

Dispatches  indicative  of  an  evacuation. 

(Battery  Marsliall  to  Pabuetto  Battery.) 

February  16, 1865—2.20  p.  m. 
Signal  Operators: 

Be  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  Save  all  the  most  valuable  Government 
property.    Orders  and  messages  burnt. 

METARD, 

Sergeant. 

(Battery  Harahall  to  Palmetto  Battery.) 

February  16,  1865 — 2.45  p.  m. 
Signal  Operator  at  Battery  P. : 
Keep  an  estraordinarv  good  watch  on  G.     Destroy  all  papers.     Keep  none. 
*  •  METARD, 

Sergeant. 

(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 

February  16,  1865—5.30  p.  m. 
Captain  Seabrook, 

Ordnance  Officer : 
For  want  of  wagons  only  part  of  the  small-arms  ammunition  was  sent.     The 

remainder,  about  80,000  rounds,  is  now  on  the  wharf.  „x,T.o«Tr.T  t 

CRESWEIjLi, 
Lieutenant  and  Ordnance  Officer. 

(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 

Fkbki;ary  16,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 
Sergeant  Euskill: 
Send  stores  by  Rice  or  Carson.    Send  signal  haversacks  for  carrying  torches,  flags, 

*''■  METARD, 

Sergeant. 

(Battery  Bee  to  I'ort  Johiisou.) 

February  16,  1865—6.30  p.  m. 
Signal  Operators  on  James  Island: 

Operators  will  receive  orders  to  retire  from  the  commanders  of  their  posts  when 
General  Taliaferro's  division  is  formed.  The  operators  will  report  to  me  m  person. 
Place  Government  property  and  all  cooking  utensils  in  1"*''*®™^jYaRRIS0N*" 

Lieutenant  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Foint,  N.  C,  February  17,  1865. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sqnadron  : 
General  Cox  -will  move  against  Fort  Anderson  early  in  the  morning. 
Please  give  it  a  good  slielling. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ")  Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  North  Carolina, 

>  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  7.  )  Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  17,  ISOo. 

XII.  The  Fourth  and  Fifth  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 
will  be  dropped  from  the  returns  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  to 
date  from  January  20,  1865. 

XIII.  General  Cox  will  advance  his  line  early  to-morrow  morning 
and  threaten  Fort  Andersou  and  the  adjacent  line.  He  will  attack  or 
not,  as  may  seem  advisable  after  reconnaissance.  If  he  do  not  attack, 
he  will  intrench  a  line  confronting  that  of  the  enemy  and  running 
from  the  river  to  the  swamp.  If  possible,  the  line  should  be  strong 
enough  to  be  held  by  two  brigades. 

The  above  being  accomplished.  General  Cox  will  leave  two  brigades 
to  hold  his  line,  and  move  with  his  remaining  force  by  a  cross-road  to 
the  Wilmington  and  Lockwood's  Folly  road,  where  he  will  be  joined 
by  General  Ames'  division  of  General  Terry's  corps,  which  is  placed 
temporarily  under  the  command  of  General  Cox. 

With  this  combined  force  General  Cox  will  move  around  the  swamp 
■which  covers  the  enemy's  right,  and  attack  him  in  rear  or  force  him  to 
abandon  his  position.  If  the  enemy  retreat,  General  Cox  will  attack 
him  in  flank  or,  if  practicable,  cut  off  his  retreat. 

General  Ames,  after  landing  at  Smithville,  -will  supply  his  troops 
with  three  days'  rations  in  haversacks,  and  sixty  or  seventy  rounds  of 
ammunition  per  man,  and  march  to-morrow  j).  m.  about  ten  or  twelve 
miles  on  the  western  Wilmington  road  to  the  point  where  he  is  to  join 
General  Cox,  where  he  will  await  the  arrival  of  General  Cox  and 
report  to  him  for  further  orders.  All  the  wagons  which  can  be  fur- 
nished by  the  quartermaster,  "  not  to  exceed  thirty  five,"  will  be  loaded 
with  commissary  stores  at  Smithville,  and  move  with  General  Ames  to 
the  point  where  he  joins  General  Cox.  There  the  haversacks  of  the 
men  will  be  filled,  and  the  emptied  wagons  sent  back  to  Smithville. 
The  loaded  ones  will  accompany  the  expedition. 

General  Cox  has  full  discretionary  power  in  all  contingencies  not  now 
foreseen.  He  will  communicate  frequently  by  signals  and  couriers,  and 
in  the  event  of  success  will  effect  a  junction  with  the  forces  pursuing 
the  enemy  near  the  river  as  soon  as  practicable. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  17, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. : 
General  :  I  expect  Geueral  Cox  to  advance  against  Port  Anderson 
this  afternoon  and  attack  or  invest  it  as  far  as  practicable,  as  may 
seem  advisable  after  a  reconnaissance. 

Please  be  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  any  success  that  may  be 
gained;  also  have  a  division  ready  to  cross  the  river  to-night,  if  it 
becomes  necessary,  which  I  expect  it  will.  Let  the  men  have  three 
days'  rations  in  haversacks,  and  their  intrenching  tools.  I  will  be  in 
communication  with  you  by  signal  from  Eeeves'  Point. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOPIELD, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  34.  I  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  February  17, 1865. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Hawley,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  announced  as 
chief  of  staff  at  these  headquarters,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEEET, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular  )         Headquarters  North  Line  U.  S.  Forces, 
No.  5.      i  Federal  Point,  K.  C,  February  17, 1865. 

The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  a 
moment's  notice,  with  three  days'  cooked  rations  and  at  least  sixty 
rounds  of  ammunition  upon  their  persons. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  J.  Paine: 
■^  SOLON  A.  CAETEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Smithville,  N.  C,  February  17, 1865—7.30  a.  m. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

Eations  have  arrived  and  are  issuing.  We  shall  be  off  in  an  hour. 
The  road  to  Fort  Anderson  from  here  leaves  Eeeves'  Point  three  miles 
to  the  right.    Shall  I  move  more  than  one  brigade  down  to  the  Point! 

J.  D.  COa, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty- third  Army  Corps, 

February  17, 1865—2  p.  m. 

.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  J^orth  Carolina: 

I  have  struck  the  river  some  two  miles  above  Eeeves'  Point.    One 
brigade  here;  the  others  on  the  direct  road  from  Smithville  to  Fort 
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Anderson,  about  a  mile  to  my  left.  My  present  position  is  supposed 
to  be  about  two  miles  or  less  from  the  fort.  It  was  nearer  to  come 
here  than  to  the  Point,  and  I  think  will  do  equally  well  for  communica- 
tion. The  signal  officer  remained  at  Smithville  to  get  off  a  dispatch, 
and  has  not  yet  overtaken  me.  I  await  further  orders,  whilst  I  am 
trying  to  connect  my  line  from  road  to  road  continuously.  Have  skir- 
mished with  a  battalion  of  cavalry  for  the  last  six  miles.  The  troops 
have  marched  nine. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Tvtenty- third  Army  Corps, 

February  17, 1865 — 7  p.  m. 
Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
The  road  to  Eeeves'  Point  seems  pretty  good,  and  if  forage  and 
stores  and  some  ammunition  can  be  landed  there  we  can  get  them 
easier  than  by  sending  to  Smithville.     Let  me  know  as  early  as  pos- 
sible which  place  we  must  send  to. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  February  18, 1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 
The  Eichmond  Dispatch  of  this  morning  says   Sherman  entered 
Columbia  yesterday  morning,  and  its  fall  necessitates,  it  presumes,  the 
fall  of  Charleston,  which  it  thinks  likely  is  already  being  evacuated. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  18,  1865. 
Honr  E.  M.  Stanton : 

The  following  is  taken  ft-om  to  day's  Eichmond  Dispatch: 

THE  FALL  OF   COLUMBIA. 

Columbia  has  fallen.  Sherman  marched  into  and  took  possession  of  the  city  yes 
terday  morning.  This  intelligence  was  communicated  yesterday  by  General  Beau- 
regard in  an  official  dispatch.  Columbia  is  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Con- 
garee  River,  just  below  the  confluence  of  the  Saluda  and  Broad  Rivers.  From 
General  Beauregard's  disp.atch  it  appears  that  on  Thursday  the  enemy  approached 
the  south  bank  of  the  Congaree  and  threw  a  number  of  shells  into  the  city.  Durinc 
the  night  they  moved  up  the  river,  and  yesterday  morning  forded  the  Saluda  and 
Broad.  While  they  were  crossing  these  rivers  our  troops,  under  General  Beauregard 
evacuated  Columbia.    The  enemy  soon  after  took  possession.  ' 

Through  private  sources  wo  learn  that  two  days  ago,  when  it  was  decided  not  to 
attempt  the  defense  of  Columbia,  a  large  quantity  of  medical  stores,  which  it  was 
thought  impossible  to  remove,  were  destroyed.  The  female  employes  of  the  Treas- 
ury iJepartment  had  been  previously  sent  off  to  Charlotte,  N.  C,  a  hundred  miles 
north  of  Columbia.  We  presume  the  Treasury  lithographic  establishment  was  also 
removed,  though  as  to  this  we  have  no  positive  information.  The  fall  of  Columbia 
necessitates,  we  presume,  the  evacuation  of  Charleston,  which  we  think  likely  is 
already  in  process  of  execution.  It  is  impossible  to  say  where  Sherman  will  next 
direct  his  columns.    The  general  opinion  is  that  he  will  go  to  Charleston  and  estab- 
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lish  a  base,  but  we  confess  we  tlo  not  see  what  need  he  has  of  a  base.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  he  is  subsisting  on  the  country,  and  he  has  had  no  battle  to  exhaust  his 
ammunition.  Before  leaving  Savannah  he  declared  his  intention  to  march  to  Colum- 
bia, thence  to  Augusta,  and  theuce  to  Charleston.  This  was  uttered  as  a  boast,  and 
to  hide  his, designs.  We  are  disposed  to  believe  that  he  will  next  strike  at  Char- 
lotte, which  is  100  miles  north  of  Columbia,  on  the  Charlotte  and  Columbia  Rail- 
road, or  at  Florence,  S.  C,  the  junction  of  the  Columbia  and  Wilmington  and  the 
Charleston  and  Wilmington  Railroads,  some  ninety  miles  east  of  Columbia.  There 
was  a  report  yesterday  that  Augusta  had  also  been  taken  by  the  enemy.  This  we 
do  not  believe.  We  have  reason  to  feel  assured  that  nearly  the  whole  of  Sherman's 
army  is  together  at  Columbia,  and  that  the  report  that  Schoheld  was  advancing  on 
Augusta  was  untrue. 

From  the  Whig : 

REMOVED. 

The  Charleston  Mercury  of  Saturday  announces  a  brief  suspension  of  that  paper, 
with  a  view  to  its  temporary  removal  to  another  point.  This  is  rendered  necessary 
by  the  progress  of  military  events  cutting  it  off  from  the  mail  facilities  for  distribut- 
ing its  paper  to  a  large  portion  of  its  subscribers,  while  the  lack  of  transportation 
renders  its  supply  of  piiper  precarious. 

Semmes  has  been  made  rear-admiral,  and  will  take  command  of  the  James  River 
Squadron. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Flag-ship  Harvest  Moon, 
Rebellion  Roads,   Charleston  Harbor,  February  18,  1865. 
(Via  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  7  p.  m.  20th.    Eeceived  7.20  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 
Sir:  Charleston  was  abandoned  this  morning  by  the  rebels,    lam 
now  on  my  way  to  the  city,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Rear-Admiral. 


<]ITY  Point,  Va.,  February  18,  1865 — 4.30  p.  m. 

(Received  5  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington  ; 
With  Charleston  in  our  hands,  which  I  now  believe  assured  to  us, 
Gillmore  will.be  able  to  spare  a  large  part  of  his  force.  Direct  him  the 
moment  that  take's  place  to  garrison  the  seaport  harbors  he  deems 
most  important  for  us  to  hold,  with  minimum  numbers,  and  send  all 
surplus  troops  to  Cape  Fear  River.  If  he  should  receive  other  instruc- 
tions from  Sherman  he  will  be  guided  by  them.  He  should  send  none 
but  white  troops  out  of  his  department.  ^.„  .  ,-,^ 

U.  S.  GRAlsT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


On  Board  U.  S.  Steamer  Crescent, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  N,  C,  February  18, 1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General  U.  S.  Army: 
General:  I  have  been  up  to  Morehead  City  and  New  Berne,  and 
am  now  on  my  return  to  Savannah.     Vessels  loaded  with  supplies  for 
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Morehead  City  should  not  draw  over  fourteen  feet  and  a  half  of  water, 
if  they  can  be  had.  If  they  draw  more  than  that  it  will  involve  the 
necessity  of  their  lying  outside  the  bar  and  being  lightened  up  by 
smaller  vessels.  There  is  no  safe  ancliorage  outside  the  bar,  particularly 
at  this  season  of  the  year.  We  can  use  to  advantage,  up  to  New  Berue 
and  about  Morehead  City,  some  twelve  barges;  and  I  wish  you  would 
send  that  number  to  Morehead  City.  1  presume  they  can  come  down 
through  canal,  and  by  that  means  avoid  going  out  to  sea.  Colonel 
Wriglit  informs  me  that  he  is  very  much  in  want  of  100  wagons  for 
work  on  the  railroad.  It  will  be  well  to  send  him  that  number.  He 
Las  made  arrangements  for  oxen  for  teams.  I  shall  want  at  New  Berne 
and  Morehead  City,  for  hauhng  saw  logs,  wood,  etc.,  100  wagons,  with 
(i-mule  teams  complete.  Please  order  that  number  to  Morehead  City 
as  soon  as  you  can.  I  am  gomg  on  the  supposition  that  Morehead  City 
is  to  be  the  dejiot,  but  the  wagons  and  teams  and  barges  will  be  useful 
to  us  at  most  any  depot  we  may  establish.  There  are  poor  facilities 
at  Morehead  City  for  a  depot.  There  is  but  one  small  storehouse,  and 
the  wharf  is  very  contracted.  Colonel  Wright  will  enlarge  the  wharf 
as  soon  as  he  can  get  the  two  steam  pile-drivers  from  the  North.  The 
barges  asked  for  should  be  of  a  character  to  carry  a  large  freight  on  as 
little  water  as  possible. 

I  am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  EASTON, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.,  Chief  Quartermaster  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Miss. 


Confidential.]  Quartekmaster-Geneeal's  Office, 

Washington  City,  February  18,  1865. 
Colonel  Perry: 

All  supplies  for  General  Sherman's  army  from  this  date  will  be 
directed  on  Beaufort  Harbor,  with  orders  to  the  vessels  to  discharge 
their  cargoes  and  return  nortJi  for  further  service.  I  have  telegraphed 
such  orders  to  General  Van  Vliet  and  to  Colonel  Biggs,  New  York  and 
Philadelphia.  General  Rucker  is  advised  also.  Below  is  copy  of  dis- 
patch I  have  sent  to  these  three  ofiicers. 
Kespectfully, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 

(Copies  to  Colonels  Wise,  Brown,  and  Card.) 


General  Van  Vliet: 

All  supplies  for  General  Sherman's  army  not  gone  to  sea  should  be 
hereafter  directed  on  Beaufort  Ilarboi-,  with  orders  to  transports  to 
discharge  their  cargoes  with  all  speed  and  return  north,  so  as  to  be 
available  for  further  services  if  needed.  This  applies  to  both  sail  and 
steam  transports.  Vessels  now  in  harbor  should  be  notified  of  this 
change.    Ship  to  Savannah  and  Port  Eoyal  only  for  local  wants 

M.  C.  MEIGS," 
Quartermaster-General,  Brevet  Major- General. 

(Copies  to  Colonel  Biggs  and  General  llucker.) 
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Quaktebmaster-Gbneeal's  Office, 

Washington.  February  18,  1805. 
Capt.  H.  C.  Hodges, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  Buffalo,  If.  Y.  : 
You  will  proceed  without  delay,  via  New  "York,  consulting-  with  Gen- 
eral Van  Vliet,  to  Beaufort  Harbor  and  assume  charge  of  the  supplies 
collecting  there  for  General  Sherman's  army,  to  carry  out  such  instruc- 
tions as  you  may  receive  from  the  Quartermaster-General,  or  the  chief 
quartermaster  of  General  Sherman's  army,  or  from  General  Schofleld, 
but  until  the  arrival  of  General  Easton,  to  be  specially  in  charge  of  tlie 
depot,  near  Beaufort,  for  General  Sherman's  supplies.  You  will  take 
with  you  some  clerks  and  workmen  to  establish  the  depot  immediately 
on  your  arrival  at  Beaufort  Harbor. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General,  Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

•    In  the  Field,  Columhia,  8.  C,  February  18, 18(15. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing  : 
General  :  The  general-in-chief  desires  you  to  direct  two  regiments, 
whose  combined  effective  strength  shall  be  500  men,  to  report  to  Colonel 
Baylor,  chief  of  ordnance  at  the  Confederate  arsenal,  to  act  under  his 
instructions  until  relieved.  With  them  you  will  send  twenty-five 
wagons  for  the  purpose  of  hauling  ammunition  to  the  river.  He  also 
wishes  you  to  prosecute  the  destruction  of  railroad  with  as  much  vigor 
as  possible  during  to-day  and  to-morrow. 
1  am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special        )        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  [  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ifo.  42.  )  Columbia,  S.  C,  February  18, 1865. 

*  m  11  *  *  *  * 

II.  It  having  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  commandhig  gen- 
eral that  certain  lawless  and  evil-disposed  soldiers  of  this  command 
have  threatened  to  destroy  the  remainder  of  this  city  with  fire,  it  is 
ordered  that  all  commanding  ofllcers  and  provost-marshals  use  the 
utmost  vigilance  by  establishing  sufficient  guards  and  patrols  to  pre- 
vent at  all  cost,  even  to  the  taking  the  life  of  any  refractory  soldier,  a 
recurrence  of  the  horrors  of  last  night.  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  com- 
manding the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  assign  an  officer  to  com- 
mand of  that  part  of  the  city  northeast  of  Taylor  street.  To  Bvt. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Woods  is  assigned  the  command  of  that  portion  of 
the  city  southwest  of  Taylor  street.  They  will  appoint  provost-mar- 
shals, who  will  be  authorized  to  call  upon  the  corps  commander  for 
sufficient  force  to  prevent  burning,  pillaging,  and  all  other  acts  sub- 
versive of  good  order  and  military  discipline.  ,        .     ^       , 

III.  Capt.  E.  N.  Carpenter,  Sixth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
Volunteers,  is  hereby  announced  as  acting  aide-de-camp  to  the  major- 
general  commanding,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordmgly. 
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IV.  The  work  of  to-day  will  be  continued  tomorrow.  The  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  employ  two 
divisions  in  breaking  the  railroad,  and  will  continue  to  furnish  similar 
details  as  those  of  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  destruction 
of  public  property.  Care  Avill  be  taken  that  every  part  of  the  rolling- 
stock  is  rendered  perfectly  useless.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  continue  the  work  on  the  same 
road  and  be  careful  to  complete  the  destruction  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town.  Before  the  destruction  of  the  store  buildings  at  the  depot  the 
chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  department  will  supply  the 
army  with  such  stores  as  he  may  find,  such  as  salt,  wheat,  &c.  He 
will  furnish  what  salt  is  necessary  for  the  Columbia  Hospital,  and  the 
surplus  he  will  have  saved  for  the  poorer  citizens  who  have  been 
burned  out.  The  bridge  train  will  be  moved  up  during  the  day  and 
parked  in  rear  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  city. 
.    By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Hdqes.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Aemy  Corps, 

Columbia,  S.  C,  February  18,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major;  I  respectfully  report  that  no  change  has  occurred  in  my  line 
to-day.  The  brigade  first  on  provost  duty  in  the  city  has  been  again 
strengthened,  as  I  have  just  ordered  Colonel  Catterson,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  to  send  another  regiment  to  Brevet  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Woods,  thus  giving  eight  regiments  from  my  division  on  guard 
duty  iu  the  town.  I  have  ordered  that  every  enlisted  man  found  on 
the  streets  after  5  o'clock  this  evening  (unless  on  duty)  without  the 
written  pass  of  his  division  commander  to  be  arrested  and  placed  in 
confinement,  directing  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Woods  to  suffer  no 
resistance  in  the  least  to  his  guards.  I  am  confident  the  scenes  of  last 
night  will  not  be  repeated. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  K.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  S.  C,  February  18,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  about  3  a.  m.  General  Oliver's 
brigade  (the  Third)  was,  by  direction  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  corps,  sent  to  patrol  the  city,  arresting  all  men  found  in  the 
streets.  The  duty  was  performed  promptly,  and,  so  far  as  I  could 
learn,  efBciently.  At  7  a.  m.  the  troops  of  this  division  were  disposed 
along  the  Columbia  Branch  South  Carolina  Eailroad,  and  have  effec- 
tually destroyed  to-day  six  miles  of  it.  My  headquarters  are  where 
they  were  last  report. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 
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Headquaeters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  S.  C,  February  18, 1865. 
Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  depart- 
ment headquarters,  tlie  minimum  limit  of  destruction  of  the  railroad 
south  of  the  city  will  be  fifteen  miles.  Should  this  work  not  be  accom- 
plished to-night  by  the  two  divisions  assigned  to  that  duty,  they  will 
bivouac  near  the  point  at  which  they  may  be  working  when  night  over- 
takes them,  and  commence  on  the  road  by  daylight  to-morrow.  As 
soon  as  fifteen  miles  of  road  have  been  destroyed  the  divisions  will 
return  to  camp  near  this  city.* 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Col.  Theodore  Jones,  having  many  side-tracks  to  destroy,  wiU  not  be 
required  to  proceed  beyond  the  first  mile  to-day.  To-morrow  he  will 
finish  the  second  mile.  Also,  to-morrow  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades 
will  proceed  and  destroy  to  the  fifteen-mile  point,  and  on  the  same  day 
return  to  this  point.  Mr.  Scupham  and  Captain  Earnest  are  charged 
with  seeing  this  order  executed. 

W.  B,  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 


Circular.]    Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  S.  C,  February  18, 1865. 
I  have  in  charge,  at  the  citadel  where  the  South  Carolina  Military 
School  was  kept,  a  large  quantity  of  infantry  and  artillery  ammunition; 
parts  of  gun  carriages ;  guns,  large  and  small ;  cavalry  equipments ; 
tools,  and  a  large  amount  of  other  property  useful  to  the  service,  which 
all  portions  of  the  army  needing  the  same  are  requested  to  call  for  and 
appropriate.  The  offtcer  in  charge  is  directed  to  recognize  all  requisi- 
tions, however  informal. 

'  W,  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Columbia,  8.  C,  February  18,  1865. 

Mai.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  change  has  been  made  in 
the  disposition  of  this  command  since  my  report  of  the  17th  instant, 
and  that  nothing  unusual  has  transpired  during  the  day. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'•''''  JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


'  Same  to  Brigadier-General  Corse,  commanding  Fourth  Division. 
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Special        )    IIdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Coeps, 
Field  Okdees,  >  In  the  Field,  on  Broad  River,  S.  C, 

No.  19.  )  February  18, 1865. 

I.  Brigade  commanders  will  hold  their  men  under  arms  ready  to 
move  at  a  moment's  notice,  the  men  to  be  supplied  with  forty  rounds 
of  ammunition  full  per  man  and  two  days'  full  rations,  which  must  last 
four.  One  anabulance  will  follow  each  regiment,  no  other  wagons  to 
accompany  the  command,  except  ordnance.  Tbe  First  Brigade  will  take 
the  advance,  the  Second  Brigade  will  hold  the  center,  and  the  Third 
Brigade  the  rear. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  11.  EVEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Headquaetebs  Fifteenth  Aemy  Corps, 

Columhia,  8.  C,  February  18, 1865. 
Major  Buekhaedt, 

Commanding  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry: 
Majoe:  Major-Generals  Hazen  and  Smith  have  been  ordered  to 
destroy  the  railroad  running  from  Columbia  to  Brauchville  for  fifteen 
miles  below  the  city.  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  pro- 
ceed with  your  command  to  that  point  aud  thence  to  the  Wateree 
Kiver,  destroying  all  bridges,  trestles,  water-tanks,  depots,  aud  other 
buildings  along  the  railroad.  Ou  completing  this  task  you  will  rejoin 
the  command.  In  the  execution  of  the  order  you  will  observe  the 
•greatest  caution,  as  you  will  be  some  distance  from  any  infantry  suj)- 
ports.  When  engaged  on  the  work  of  destruction  you  will  establish 
pickets  to  guard  against  a  surprise  or  sudden  dashes  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry.  You  will  not  allow  any  of  your  men  to  obtain  liquor,  and  will 
destroy  any  that  they  may  now  have  that  you  can  discover. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Aemy  Corps, 

No.  45.  )  Columbia,  8.  C,  February  18,  1865. 

The  destruction  of  the  road  will  be  continued  to-morrow. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  commence 
at  a  point  nine  miles  from  the  city  aud  destroy  three  miles. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  commence 
at  the  end  of  the  Third  Division  assignment  and  destroy  two  miles. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  com- 
mence at  the  end  of  the  First  Division  assignment  and  destroy  one  mile. 

Division  commanders  will  send  out  such  details  as  they  think  proper 
to  do  the  work,  leaving,  however,  a  sufiScient  force  to  protect  their 
present  camp. 

Brevet  Major-General  Smith  will  move  out  his  working  party  at  7 
o'clock. 

The  working  party  of  the  First  Division  will  follow  that  of  the  Fourth 
Division. 

The  working  party  of  the  Third  Division  will  follow  that  of  the  First 
Division. 
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The  details  will  return  to  camp  as  soon  as  the- work  is  finished. 
In  the  destruction  the  rails  will  be  bent  and  twisted. 
Corps  headquarters  will  remain  in  the  city  to-morrow. 
The  brigade  from  the  First  Division  now  doing  provost  duty  will 
remain  in  the  city  to-morrow. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  ,Tk., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqbs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  39.  j  In  the  Field,  S.  C,  February  18, 1865. 

I.  This  command  will  move  forward  to-morrow  at  8  a.  m.  in  the  fol- 
lowing order  to  destroy  railroad : 

First,  Second  Brigade,  excepting  one  regiment  to  guard  camp; 
second.  First  Brigade;  third,  artillery  trains  and  ambulances  will 
remain  in  present  camp. 

The  command  will  return  to  camp  when  the  work  assigned  is  com- 
pleted. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Xo.  6.  (  In  the  FielA,  February  18, 1865. 

The  attention  of  all  officers  is  called  to  Special  Field  Orders  from 
headquarters  of  the  army,  prohibiting  the  transportation  of  tents, 
except  one  for  brigade  headquarters  and  upward.  An  immediate  and 
rigid  enforcement  of  this  order  is  expected.  All  surplus  tents  and  every 
pound  of  baggage  not  authorized  by  regulations  and  existing  orders, 
will  at  once  be  burned  or  abandoned.  A  portion  of  the  army  has 
recently  marched  ten  days  through  a  country  yielding  but  little  forage, 
and  following  this  march  it  has  been  compelled  to  remain  at  one  point 
nearly  two  days.  The  result  has  been  that  portions  of  the  command 
have  been  utterly  destitute  of  forage  and  the  animals  have  suffered 
severely.  We  have  got  a  long  and  arduous  march  to  make  with 
almost  an  absolute  certainty  of  being  delayed  several  days  at  one  point 
on  our  line,  and  that,  too,  in  a  section  which  will  probably  yield  but 
small  supplies  for  either  man  or  animals.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  importance  of  collecting  supplies  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  of 
making  an  economical  use  of  them,  must  be  apparent  to  all.  The 
stores  now  on  hand  will  be  placed  in  as  few  wagons  as  possible,  and 
all  wagons  obtained  either  by  this  method  or  by  the  abandonment  of 
tents  and  private  baggage,  will  at  once  be  loaded  with  such  subsist- 
ence stores  and  forage  as  can  be  obtained  in  the  country.  At  least  six 
days'  forage  should,  if  possible,  be  kept  constantly  on  hand.  All  dis- 
abled and  worthless  mules  and  horses  will  at  once  be  shot.  No  person, 
white  or  black,  not  connected  with  the  army  will  be  permitted  to 
accompany  either  column  at  the  slightest  risk  of  embarrassment  to  our 
future  operations. 

Bv  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum : 
^  ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


480  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.      (Chap.  LIX. 

Headquarters  FouRTEBNin  Army  Corps, 
Freshly's  Ferry,  Wateree  CreeJc,  February  18,  1865 — J)arTc. 

Captain  Dechert, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Captain:  Please  inform  the  general  that  I  am  completely  disap- 
pointed and  thoroughly  disgusted.  The  bridge  is  not  yet  done,  and 
the  commander  of  the  pontoon  train  (Major  Downey)  has  proved  him- 
self a  complete  failure.  The  boats,  as  I  before  informed  you,  have  run 
out  before  reaching  the  ojiposite  shore,  and  now  (the  eleventh  hour) 
this  officer  is  in  doubt  whether  or  not  the  remaining  distance  can  be 
trestled.  Please  ask  the  general  to  have  about  ten  boats  forwarded 
from  the  rear  as  soon  as  possible.  Nothing  further  from  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commandinf/. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  18,  1865. 

I  sent  a  dispatch  this  afternoon  informing  the  general  commanding 
of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  above  us  on  the  river.  I  see  by  the 
dispatch  just  received  that  it  has  not  been  received.  Cheatham  is 
crossing  with  a  force  estimated  at  13,000  men.  Kilpatrick  is  at  Alston, 
and  reports  the  enemy  crossing  above  Alston. 

JEF.  0.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 
Five  Miles  South  of  FresJily^s,  S.  G.,  February  18,  1865. 
Major-General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  communication,  and  to  say  that  he  will  send 
a  division  early  tomorrow  morning  to  the  position  now  occupied  by 
General  Carlin.  He  directs  that  you  commence  destroying  the  railroad 
toward  Alston  as  soon  as  you  cross  the  river,  and  if  possible  destroy  the 
railroad  bridge  below  Alston.  The  Twentieth  Corps  will  cross  the  river 
as  soon  as  your  corps  is  over. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special       ~j      Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  >  Freshly's  Mills,  8.  C, 

No.  12.         )  February  18,  1865. 

The  movements  of  the  corps  to-day  will  be  as  follows  : 
General  Baird  will  cross  the  Broad  Eiver,  and,  moving  up  the  river 
to  a  point  two  miles  this  side  of  Alston,  will  destroy  the  railroad  to 
that  point  (together  with  the  railroad  bridge  at  that  place  if  not  already 
destroyed),  and  will  encamp  to-night  at  Larkin's  Mill,  uear  Pearson's 
Island. 
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General  Carlin,  crossing  in  rear  of  General  Baird,  will  destroy  three 
miles  of  the  railroad  this  side  of  where  General  Baird  destroys  it  He 
will  eii^mp  at  the  point  where  the  left-hand  road  from  Thompson's 
Jr'ost-Ufflce  to  Monticello  intersects  with  the  road  from  Alston. 

General  Morgan  will  superintend  the  crossing  of  the  trains  of  the 
corps  111  the  rear  of  General  Carlin,  and  will  destroy  the  railroad  from 
the  pontoon  bridge  to  where  it  is  destroyed  by  General  Carlin.  He  will 
encamp  with  the  trains  to-night  at  Thompson's  Post-OfQce. 

Corps  headquarters,  with  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition  train, 
will  move  in  rear  of  General  Carlin. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen,  J.  C.  Davis. 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 
Lieutenani- Colonel  and  CMtf  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C,  Februarij  18,  1805. 
Ma.jor-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps: 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  General  Davis  has  effected  a  crossing  over  the  Broad  Elver  at 
Freshly's,  just  below  the  mouth  of  Wateree  Creek.  He  will  commence 
crossing  his  trains  to-day  about  12  m.  General  Slocum  would  like  you 
to  get  as  near  that  point  to-day  as  possible. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Oahville,  IS.  C,  February  18,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  across  Broad  River  at  the  mouth 
of  Wateree  Creek  in  the  following  order :  Third  Division,  First  Division, 
Second  Division.  The  Third  Division  will  start  at  6.30  a.  m.,  the  others 
following.  General  Ward  will  march  one  brigade  in  advance.  Gen- 
eral Geary  will  cover  the  rear  of  the  column  with  one  brigade  (or  more 
should  there  be  any  demonstration  by  the. enemy).  The  Tnird  and 
First  Divisions  and  all  trains  will  cross  Broad  River,  and  the  troops 
lie  massed  and  trains  parked  at  least  two  miles  beyond.  The  Second 
Division  will  halt  and  form  a  line,  faced  to  the  rear,  at  least  one  mile  this 
side  of  the  bridge,  and  cover  the  crossing.  As  soon  as  all  troops  and 
trains  have  crossed  General  Geary  will  follow,  and  he  will  deploy  two 
regiments  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  to  cover  the  taking  up  of  the 
bridge.  One  battery  of  artillery  will  march  with  the  rear  guard.  This 
battery  upon  crossing  the  river  will  be  put  in  position  with  General 
(icary's  regiments  to  cover  the  rear,  and  will  come  forward  with  them. 
The  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march  in  rear  of  the  advanced  brigade. 
The  ])ontoou  train  will  precede  the  trains  of  the  Third  Division,  start- 
ing at  7  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOTER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

31   E   E- 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

February  18,  1865. 

General  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commandinfi  Second  Division: 
General:  Tlie  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  the  order  of  marcli  for  to-morrow  is  suspended,  and  that  yon 
will  not  break  camp  until  further  orders;  also,  tliatwhen  you  do  move 
it  will  be  in  the  order  of  march  already  published. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Divisio>',  Twenty-third  Arm^  Corps, 

February  18,  1805 — 4  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding,  &c. : 
I  have  met  a  quartermaster  from  Smithville,  who  says  the  train  had 
not  started  two  hours  ago.  From  this  I  infer  that  Ames  could  not 
have  moved  his  column  at  noon.  I  am  satisfied  the  road  my  guide 
spoke  of  is  the  best,  and  have  therefore  sent  this  guide  with  a  staff 
officer  to  bring  Ames  to  the  point  where  we  turn  the  pond  by  the 
nearest  and  best  route.  If  he  is  not  far  from  Smithville,  they  will  bring 
him  on  the  route  I  mentioned  to  you,  but  if  he  has  gone  on  toward 
Eussell's,  they  will  bring  him  by  the  best  cross-road. 
Yery  respectfully, 

J.  T).  COX, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Comm  anding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Moore's  Creek,  February  18,  1865 — 5.45  p.  m. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

I  have  reached  the  point  where  the  road  turns  Orton  Pond.  The 
creek  makes  into  the  pond,  and  the  crossing  is  a  very  difficult  one. 
We  ran  into  a  cavalry  picket  a  mile  before  reaching  here,  and  found  a 
considerable  cavalry  detachment  holding  the  crossing.  They  were 
inclined  to  be  obstinate,  and  made  a  brisk  skirmishing  resistance,  our 
men  being  forced  to  cross  a  narrow  causeway  under  their  lire.  They 
are  slowly  retiring  by  the  road  I  purpose  taking,  which  shows  that  we 
could  gain  nothing  by  taking  the  longer  route.  I  have  sent  for  Ames 
to  meet  me  here  by  the  shortest  and  most  practicable  route,  sending 
him  my  guide.  We  have  one  more  difficult  creek  to  cross  a  short  dis- 
tance ahead.  It  is  doubtful  if  we  get  over  it  before  dark.  I  have  one 
officer  and  several  men  wounded  in  the  crossing.  I  shall  send  them 
back  to  Smithville  in  the  wagons  when  they  come  up.  I  will  send  you 
another  dispatch  when  I  start  in  the  morning.  Just  as  I  write  the 
above  I  learn  that  Ames  is  within  half  a  mile  of  here.  They  came  by 
some  good  fortune  the  road  my  guide  told  the  commanding  general 
they  should  take,  i,  e.,  that  we  came  on  yesterday,  till  they  got  nearly 
five  miles  from  Smithville,  and  my  staft'  officer  and  guide  met  them  just 
before  they  reached  the  proper  place  to  turn  off.    If  the  wagons  get 


Chai.LIX.]  COEKESPONDENCE,  etc, — UNION.'  483 

up  to-night  Tve  shall  get  an  early  start  in  the  morning.    My  dispatch 
^lU  tell  you  the  hour  we  start  in  the  morning,  and  the  best  estimate  I 
can  make  of  our  probable  time  of  reaching  the  foot  of  the  pond. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


IlEAUCiUAUTEKS  ARMY   OF   THE   OlIIO, 

February  IS,  1865—10.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Cox: 

Your  dispatches  of  4  and  5.30  [5.45J  p.  m.  are  received.  All  right. 
In  your  morning  dispatch  please  send  me  a  rough  sketch  showing  your 
position  and  the  route  you  have  to  travel  as  nearly  as  you  can.  If  you 
find  it  impracticable  to  get  through  on  account  of  the  enemy's  force, 
and  deem  it  prudent  to  do  so,  hold  on  until  you  report  and  hear  from 
me  again  before  coming  back.  General  Terry  reports  an  apparent 
diminution  of  the  force  in  his  front  to-day.  This  indicates  a  probable 
increase  in  that  which  will  meet  you,  yet  I  think  you  will  be  able  to 
overcome  it  if  you  have  room  to  operate  in. 
Kespectfally, 

J.  M.  SGHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


February  18, 18G5. 
Major-General  Schofield: 

A  deserter  just  arrived  informs  me  that  last  night  a  Wilmington 
paper  contained  news  that  Sherman  was  within  three  miles  of  Colum- 
bia, and  that  he  was  told  last  night  he  had  taken  the  city. 

TEERY, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  35.  5  Fort  Fisher,  JV.  C,  February  18,  1865. 

*  *  *  If  *  *  * 

VII.  Company  L,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  is  relieved  from  duty 
with  this  command,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  headquarters 
Armies  of  the  United  States,  and  will  proceed  to  City  Point,  Va.,  with- 
out delay,  reporting  to  the  headquarters  of  the  regiment  upon  arrival 
at  that  point.  The  quartermaster  is  to  furnish  transportation. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A,  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEERY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  February  18, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  B.  C: 
General  :  The  city  of  Charleston  and  its  defenses  came  into  our 
possession  this  morning,  with  over  200  pieces  of  good  artillery  and  a 
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supply  of  fine  ammunitiou.  The  enemy  commenced  evacuating  all  the 
works  last  night,  and  Mayor  Macbeth  surrendered  the  city  to  the  troops 
of  General  Schimmelfennig  at  9  o'clock  this  morning,  at  which  time  it 
was  occupied  by  our  forces.  Our  advance  on  the  Edisto  and  from 
Bull's  Bay  hastened  the  retreat.  The  cotton  warehouses,  arsenal, 
quartermasters'  stores,  railroad  bridges,  and  two  ironclads  were  burned 
by  the  enemy.  Some  vessels  in  the  ship-yard  were  also  burned.  Nearly 
all  the  inhabitants  remaining  in  the  city  belong  to  the  poorer  classes. 
Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOKE, 
Major- General,  Gommandiny. 


Hdqks.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Combahee,  S.  C,  February  18,  1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South  : 
General  :  The  enemy  last  night  burned  the  railroad  bridge  over  the 
Edisto.  Are  ajjparently  not  in  force  on  its  bank.  A  contraband  from 
vicinity  of  Charleston  reports  the  enemy  evacuating.  He  reports 
Sumter  and  Moultrie  as  already  abandoned.  I  will  do  my  best  to  cross 
the  Edisto  to  morrow.  Will  be  obliged  to  transport  boats,  unless  a 
gun-boat  can  be  got  to  go  up  the  Edisto  and  cross  us. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Division. 


Special  Orders,  }      Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  A.  I  Charleston,  8.  C,  February  18, 1865. 

I.  The  city  of  Charleston  and  its  dependencies  will  form  part  of  the 
Northern  District  of  this  department,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Schimmelfennig,  who  will  take  all  necessary  measures  for  its 
safety  and  security.  The  headquarters  will,  until  further  orders,  be 
located  in  the  city. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter,  with  the  troops  and  transports  operating 
from  Bull's  Bay,  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig. 

Q.  A,  GILLMOEE, 

Major-  General, 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  February  19,  1865. 
Lleutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  news  from  South  Carolina.  I  have  directed 
your  order  in  respect  to  deserters  to  be  printed  in  large  handbills  and 
posted  in  every  camp  and  distributed  on  the  boats. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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City  Point,  Va,,  February  19, 1865—5.15  p.  m. 

(Received  6  p.  m.) 
Maior-General  Halleck, 

Washington,  D.  G. : 
If  there  are  any  canvas  pontoons  in  Washington  or  New  York  please 
send  General  Schofield  enough  for  about  800  feet  of  bridging.    The 
pontoons  he  has  are  too  heavy  for  the  roads  at  this  season. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Columbia,  S.  C,  February  19,  1865. 
Doctor  GooDWTN, 

Mayor  of  Columbia,  8.  C. : 
Dear  Sib:  I  have  directed  the  salt  and  the  other  provisions  at  the 
depot  to  be  hauled  to  the  new  capitol  and  to  be  put  under  your  charge. 
1  will  also  send  you  some  cattle  tomorrow  at  6.30  o'clock  and  will  leave 
them  in  the  campus  of  the  college  hospital,  where  you  must  have  them 
guarded.  You  will  do  well  to  advise  the  destitute  citizens  to  leave 
Columbia  for  the  country  as  far  as  possible.  You  had  better  organize 
foraging  parties,  under  the  direction  of  reliable  citizens,  that  will  go 
into  the  country  and  take  provisions  in  your  name,  giving  a  receipt. 
Some  such  forced  loans  will  be  necessary  to  relieve  the  present  neces- 
sities by  the  fire.  I  will  furnish  you  500  head  of  cattle,  and  expect  you 
to  provide  for  destitute  citizens,  and  particularly  the  negroes  that  are 
now  here  and  helpless. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Special        )      Headquaetees  Department  and 
Field  Orders,   [  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

No.  43.  )  Columbia,  S.  C,  February  19, 1865. 

II.  Major  Reynolds,  Fourteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  all  escaped  Union  ofiBcers  and  sol- 
diers, and  will  also  take  charge  of  all  refugees  and  their  conveyances 
accompanying  the  army.  These  officers  and  soldiers  will  move  with 
the  refugee  train  as  an  escort,  and  from  them  will  be  organized  a  for- 
aging party.  One  officer  will  be  selected  to  act  as  quartermaster  and 
commissary.  The  train  will  be  assigned  its  position  in  the  column 
from  day  to  day.  Major  Reynolds  will  report  to  these  headquarters 
for  instructions. 

III.  The  movement  for  tomorrow  will  commence  at  7  a.  m.  The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will 
march  via  Davis'  house  and  cross-roads  near  Roberts'  to  Muddy 
Springs.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  com- 
manding, will  march  along  the  railroad,  making  a  distance  of  about 
fifteen  miles  from  Columbia,  completing  the  destruction  of  the  railroad 
to  that  point,  if  not  already  done.  Headquarters  will  follow  the  lead- 
ing division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and  will  be  near  Muddy 
Springs  to  morrow  night.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  second 
division  in  order  of  march  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  The 
refugee  train  will  follow  the  rear  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Army 
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Corps  along  tbe  line  of  the  Winnsborough  road.  A  brigade  from  each 
corps  will  constitute  the  rear  guard,  and  the  brigade  commander  will 
be  held  responsible  that  every  soldier  and  army  attache  is  out  of  town 
when  he  begins  his  march.  The  brigades  that  are  now  guarding  the 
town  are  preferred  for  this  duty. 

#  *  *  #  *  If  * 

By  order  of  Mai,  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

A.  M.  VAl^  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  S,  C,  February  19, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  respectfully  report  that  no  change  has  occurred  in  my  com- 
mand to-day.    I  am  still  encamped  near  Columbia,  with  one  brigade  in 
the  city. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  8.  C,  February  19,  1865. 
Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  A  rmy  Corps  : 
General:  1  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that  as 
soon  as  you  have  destroyed  the  proportion  of  railroad  allotted  to  you, 
you  will  return  to  your  present  camp  near  this  city. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  8.  C,  February  19, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistan  t  A  djutant-  General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  with  the  Fourth  to-day 
completed  the  destruction  of  the  fifteen  miles  of  the  Columbia  Branch 
of  the  South  Carolina  Eailroad,  and  has  returned  to  its  camp  at  this 
point.    My  headquarters  remain  as  at  last  report. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 

Hdqks.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Columbia,  S.  C,  February  19, 1865. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  remains  in 
the  same  position  as  mentioned  in  last  report.    An  explosion  took  place 
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near  the  State  arseual  tbis  p.  m.,  by  which  1  commissioned  officer  and 
3  enlisted  men  were  killed,  1  enhsted  man  mortally,  12  seriously,  and  7 
slightly  wounded.  Inclosed  I  forward  copy  of  Gol.  J.  B.  McCowu's 
report  relative  to  the  affair.* 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- (jfenerul. 


Headquartees  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  iS,  C,  February  19,  1863. 
Brevet  Major-General  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  The  point  of  concentration  for  the  corps  to-morrow  night 
is  Muddy  Springs.  The  general  commanding  instructs  me  to  direct  you 
to  move  your  command  to  that  point  ou  sucli  roads  as  you  may  select, 
passing  through  or  uear  Tompkins'  [Uopkins']  house  or  plantation. 
Your  train  will  be  moved  with  the  main  column. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sorvant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Columbia,  &.  C,  February  19,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  ^Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 
General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  the  refugee  train, 
instead  of  following  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  as  directed  in  the 
order  of  march  for  to-morrow,  will  follow  in  advance  of  the  rear  guard 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  Col.  James  Wilson,  provost-marshal-gen- 
eral, will  take  charge  of  it  until  it  is  fully  organized. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient, 

"^  A.M.VANDYKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps.) 

Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

]S"o.  40.  I  Columbia,  S.  C,  February  19,  1865. 

II,  The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow  : 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  have 
the  advance  and  will  move  forward  at  8  a.  m.  along  the  railroad. 

Maj  Gen  J  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  be  prepared 
to  move  at  9  a.  m.,  and  will  follow  the  Fourth  Division. 

Brig  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  be  prepared 
to  move  at.lO  a.  m.,  and  will  follow  the  First  Division. 

The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  First  l^iyision. 

The  First  Kegiment  Michigan  Engineers  will  follow  the  Third  Divis- 
ion train. 


'  Not  found  as  an  inclosure. 


488  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.       [Chap.  LIX. 

The  refugee  train  will  follow  the  First  Eegiment  Michigan  Engi- 
neers. 

The  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  now  doing  provost  duty  in  the 
city,  will  act  as  rear  guard  and  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  7  o'cloclc, 
and  Col.  M.  Montgomery,  commanding,  will  see  that  all  soldiers  and 
persons  connected  with  the  army  are  out  of  his  district  before  he  leaves 
the  city.  He  will  act  in  this  matter  in  concert  with  General  Woods, 
commanding  the  northwestern  district. 

The  train  of  the  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
of  these  headquarters  will  move  with  Colonel  Montgomery's  brigade. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  7 
o'clock,  and  will  await  orders. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  : 

C.  CADLE,  Je., 
Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  8.  C,  February  19,  1865. 
In  the  name  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  Columbia,  I,  T.  J.  Good- 
wyn,  mayor  of  the  city,  do  pledge  my  honor  that  a  certain  lot  of  arms 
and  accouterments,  to-wit,  100  stand  of  arms,  with  the  ammunition 
thereto  belonging,  to  be  turned  over  to  me  by  the  U.  S.  military 
authorities,  shall  be  used  in  preserving  the  peace  in  the  city,  and  shall 
never  be  employed  in  any  way  against  the  United  States  Government 
or  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy. 

T.  J.  GOODWYN, 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Columbia,  S.  C. 
Attest : 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing, 
Im  the  Field,  Freshly^s  Mill,  February  19,  1865—9  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen,  W.  1.  Sherman: 

Davis  has  crossed  the  Broad  River  and  Williains  will  cross  to-morrow. 
We  have  been  much  delayed  by  lack  of  pontoon  boats,  not  having 
sufficient  to  bridge  both  rivers.  Kilpatrick  will  cross  to-night  at  this 
point.  To-morrow  night  the  Fourteenth  Corps  will  be  at  Ebenezer 
Meeting  House,  on  Little  Eiver ;  the  Twentieth  will  be  at  about  two  miles 
southeast  of  that  point,  at  the  crossing  one  mile  southeast  of  Kincaid's. 
On  Tuesday  morning  the  corps  will,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  you, 
advance  to  Winnsborough.  You  will  see  from  the  map  that  the  roads 
taken  by  the  two  corps  are  not  over  two  miles  ai)art.  My  headquarters 
will  be  with  the  Twentieth.  We  have  destroyed  eight  miles  railroad 
to-day. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-  General. 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  7.  )  In  the  Field,  February  19, 1865. 

Measures  must  at  once  be  taken  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  forage 
in  advance  of  the  army.    No  foraging  will  be  allowed  in  advance  of 
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the  troops,  and  any  person  found  in  front  of  the  advance  guard  will 
be  arrested  and  severely  punished.  No  property  will  be  burned  except 
by  the  rear  guard  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  a  corps  or  division  com- 
mander. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W,  Slocum: 

KOBT.  P.  DEOHEET, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fouetbenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  13.  J     Mrs.  Sanders'  House,  February  19, 1865. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows : 

General  Baird,  marching  at  6.30  a.  m.  and  taking  the  road  by  A. 
Johnston's,  will  encamp  near  Ebenezer  Meeting  House.  If  in  advance 
of  General  Oarliu,  he  will  cross  the  Little  Kiver  and  encamp  at  the 
forks  of  the  road  beyond. 

General  Carlin  will  march  at  6.30  a.  m.  by  the  way  of  A.  Johnston's 
to  the  same  point.  If  in  advance  of  General  Baird,  he  will  cross 
Little  Eiver  and  encamp  at  the  forks  of  the  road  beyond. 

General  Morgan  will  march  at  6.30  a.  m.  with  the  trains  by  the  left- 
hand  road,  via  Gibson's  Meeting  House  and  McMeekins'  Post-Office, 
and  will  encamp  near  Ebenezer  Meeting  House. 

Corps  headquarters,  with  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition  train, 
will  move  in  the  rear  of  General  Carlin. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Freslily's  Ferry,  S.  C,  February  19, 1865. 
The  order  of  march  for  to-morrow  will  be:  First  Division,  Second 
Division,  Third  Division.  The  First  Division  will  start  at  daylight,  or 
immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  cross  the  river  with 
the  troops,  and  march  to  the  vicinity  of  Thompson's  Post-Ofilce,  halt- 
ing there  for  the  trains  to  close  up.  General  Jackson  will  picket  the 
roads  and  dispose  of  his  troops  at  that  point  to  cover  the  park  of  tlie 
trains.  The  Second  Division  will  follow  the  trains  of  the  First  Divis- 
ion. Two  brigades  of  the  Third  Division,  with  all  of  the  divisiou 
trains,  will  follow  the  Second  Division.  Immediately  upon  the  with- 
drawal of  the  troops  of  the  Second  Division  General  Ward  will  put  a 
brigade  in  position  on  this  side  of  the  river,  at  least  a  mile  from  the 
bridge.  This  brigade  will  cover  all  roads  and  approaches  to  the 
bridge,  and  remain  in  position  until  all  the  trains  have  crossed,  when 
it  will  be  withdrawn  and  cross  the  river.  General  Ward  will  then  put 
two  regiments  from  his  rear  brigade  and  a  battery  of  artillery  in  i)osi- 
tion  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  to  cover  the  taking  up  of  the  bridge. 
The  pontoon  train,  after  the  bridge  is  taken  up,  will  be  pushed  to  the 
head  of  the  column  as  rapidly  as  possible,  division  commanders  giving 
it,  whenever  the  trains  are  parked,  opportunities  to  get  as  far  ahead 
as  possible.  Major  Reynolds,  chief  of  i.rtillery,  will  order  one  battery 
to  report  to  General  Ward,  to  march  with  the  rear.  The  balance  of 
the  artillery  will  march  in  rear  of  the  troops  of  the  First  Division. 
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From  Thompson's  Post-Office  the  column  will  march  on  the  most  direct 
road  to  the  junction  of  the  roiids  near  Kincaid's  house,  on  the  north 
side  of  Little  River. 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEK, 
Actiruj  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Broad  River,  February  19,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General  :  It  has  been  ascertained  that  there  is  no  practicable  road 
leading  direct  from  Thompson's  Post-OfBce  to  Kincaid's.  It  is  there- 
lore  necessary  for  us  to  move  down  on  the  Columbia  road  to  cross 
Little  Eiver  near  its  mouth.  The  general  commanding  therefore 
desires  that  after  crossing  the  pontoon  bridge,  instead  of  taking  the 
road  to  the  left  leading  to  Thompson's  Post-Office,  you  take  the  one 
leading  to  the  right,  which  strikes  the  Columbia  road  at  McConnell's 
farm,  about  four  miles  east  of  Thompson's  Post-Office. 

If  you  will  send  to  these  headquarters  before  leaving  camp  in  the 
morning,  we  will  send  you  one  of  our  scouts  who  has  been  over  the  road 
and  can  guide  you.  The  general  wishes  you  to  halt  and  have  the 
wagons  parked  on  the  McConnell  farm,  as  near  the  Columbia  road  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  A djutunt-  General. 


Hdqks.  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

February  19,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Twentieth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  My  division  is  massed  in  rear  of  General  Carlin.    He  has 
no  orders  to  move,  and  I  am  waiting  on  him. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  WARD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry*  Command, 

Alston  Bridge,  8.  C,  February  19,  1865. 
[General  W.  T.  Sherman  :  ] 

General:  My  people  have  just  burned  Pomaria  Station.  Cheat- 
ham's corps  was  receiving  rations  at  12  m.  today  at  Frog  Level.  He 
has  about  5,000  men  and  one  brigade  of  cavalry.  Otlier  troops  are 
following  him.  One  hundred  and  titty  thousand  rations  were  at  Abbe- 
ville for  a  large  force  reported  on  the  Tnarch  from  Washington,  in 
Georgia,  forty-five  miles  from  Abbeville.  My  scouts  report  infantry 
and  some  cavalry  at  or  passing  through  Newberry.  I  will  closely  watch 
all  movements  of  the  enemy  and  report  everything  of  importance. 
Cheatham  has  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.    He  is  not  moving  todayj 


Chap.LIX.]  COERESPONDENCE,  etc. — UNION.  491 

but  receiving  rations  and  resting.  I  cannot  learn  tLat  Le  has  a  pon- 
toon train.  (Frog  Level  is  Prosperity  Station  on  the  map.)  The  rail- 
road lias  several  bridges  from  tliat  point  to  the  river.  We  have 
burned  them  all.  One  of  my  brigades  is  crossing  the  river,  and  will 
push  well  lip  the  country  and  give  timely  notice  of  any  danger.  My 
entire  command  will  cross  in  the  morning,  when  I  will  push  well  up 
and  on  the  left  flank.  Cheatham  will  cross  at  Ashford's  Ferry,  I 
think;  at  least  his  scouting  parties  have  made  inquiries  about  that 
point.  My  people  were  on  Heller's  Creek  to-day,  and  the  country  is 
clear.  I  reached  Alston  Bridge  yesterday  at  12  m.,  but  could  not  save 
the  bridge.  We  are  capturing  some  prisoners  and  doing  very  well,  I 
would  give  a  year's  pay  to  cross  the  river  to-night  at  this  point. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  KILPATEICK, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Headquaetees  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  February  19, 1865 — 12  noon. 
Major-General  Gillmore, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C: 
General:  General  Grant  directs  that  the  moment  Charleston  falls 
into  our  hands  you  will  garrison  with  minimum  force  such  sea-port  places 
as  yon  may  deem  most  important  for  us  to  hold,  and  send  all  surplus 
white  troops  to  Cape  Fear  Eiver.  If,  however,  you  should  in  tlie  njean- 
time  receive  other  instructious  from  General  Sherman  you  will  be  guided 
by  them.  Eichmond  papers  of  yesterday  contain  an  account  of  Sher- 
man's capture  of  Columbia. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  )      Headquarters  Northern  District, 
i-  Department  of, the  South, 

No.  29.  )  Charleston,  S.  C,  February  19, 1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett,  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  is 
hereby  placed  in  command  of  the  city  of  Charleston  and  announced  as 
provost  marshal  of  this  district.    He  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

ED.  W.  SCHAUFFLEE, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Circular.!  Hdqrs.  Northern  Dist.,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  February  19, 1865. 

The  Third  Ehode  Island  Artillery  will  relieve  at  once  all  the  detach- 
ments of  this  command  in  the  different  forts  and  batteries.    These 
detachments  will  report  to  these  headquarters  without  delay  in  order 
to  be  sent  to  their  regiments. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig :    ^^^^^^^^^ 

J.  W .  DICKINSOIn  , 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

ffilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  19, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Gbover, 

Commanding  at  Savannah: 
Fire  a  national  salute  at  noon  to-day  in  honor  of  the  capture  of 
Charleston. 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  commanding  officer  Hilton  Head  District.) 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  19,  ISO:'. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schopield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 
Your  two  letters  of  the  15th  instant  are  just  received.  Sherman's 
instnictions  were  probably  given  before  he  knew  what  force  we  would 
have  to  operate  with  in  North  Carolina.  At  all  events,  in  pursuing 
the  course  directed  by  me  you  accomplish  what  Sherman  directs.  'The 
object  is  to  open  communication  between  the  sea-coast  and  Golds- 
borough  by  rail,  so  as  to  meet  Sherman  with  supplies  for  his  army  and 
to  put  at  his  disposal  an  available  force.  If  you  succeed  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Wilmington  you  will  probably  secure  the  road  almost  complete. 
From  New  Berne  it  would  have  to  be  rebuilt  entire.  At  the  former 
place  you  would  be  better  supplied  with  storage.  It  also  gives  you  the 
advantage  of  a  road  bearing  southwest,  which,  after  all,  might  prove 
the  one  necessary  to  open  lirst.  It  will  be  well  to  have  Palmer  push 
on,  in  pursuance  of  Sherman's  instructions,  and  at  the  same  time  direct 
your  attention  to  Wilmington.  You  will  either  capture  the  place  or 
hold  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  from  Sherman's  front.  The  last 
news  from  Sherman  direct  was  on  the  7th  instant.  1  directed  a  copy 
of  that  dispatch  sent  to  you.  He  was  then  encountering  bad  roads 
and  much  water  and  was  not  certain  but  these  causes  would  force  him 
to  turn  upon  Charleston.  In  that  case  he  would  want  his  supplies  sent 
to  Bull's  Bay.  Richmond  papers  of  yesterday,  however,  announce  his 
capture  of  Columbia  on  the  morning  of  the  17th.  As  he  was  then 
across  the  Congaree  it  is  not  likely  that  he  will  turn  back.  This  suc- 
cess will  probably  force  the  evacuation  of  Charleston.  In  that  case 
Gillmore  will  have  a  disposable  force  of  10,000  or  12,000  men,  which  I 
have  directed  him  to  send  to  you.  Should  you  find  an  advance  on 
Wilmington  impracticable,  keep  up  such  a  threatening  attitude  that 
the  enemy  will  be  compelled  to  retain  there  all  the  force  he  now  has, 
and  push  on  the  column  from  New  Berne.  I  will  send  you  a  canvas 
pontoon  train  immediately,  if  it  can  be  raised. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Gen  era  I. 


Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Anderson,  February  19,  1865. 
(Via  Fort  Monroe,  9  a.  m.,  23d.    Received  10.55  a.  m.) 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Point,  Va,: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  success  of  our  operations 
against  Fort  Anderson  and  the  adjacent  worRs  on  both  sides  of  Cape 
Fear  River.  Yesterday,  while  the  gun -boats  maintained  a  heavy  fire 
upon  Fort  Anderson,  I  pressed  the  enemy  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
and  sent  a  force  under  General  Cox  about  sixteen  miles  around  a  swamp 
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to  turn  the  enemy's  right.  This  force  made  its  way  along  a  narrow 
defile  between  two  swamps  and  comi)letely  turned  the  enemy's  positi(>n. 
As  soon  as  the  movement  became  known  to  the  enemy  he  abandoned 
his  works,  and  retreated  toward  Wilmington.  We  captured  ten  guns 
uninjured  and  a  considerable  amount  of  ammunition.  We  have  about 
fifty  prisoners.  The  loss  in  killed  or  wounded  is  small  on  either  side. 
The  troops  are  pursuing  the  enemy  and  the  gun-boats  are  moving  up 
the  river.  Fort  Anderson  and  its  collateral  works  are  very  strong  and 
rendered  almost  inaccessible  by  swamps.  A  small  force  could  have 
held  them  until  their  supplies  were  exhausted.  My  information  is  that 
the  rebels  have  a  line  of  defense  behind  Town  Creek,  where  they  propose 
to  make  a  stand.  If  so,  it  can  probably  be  only  a  short  one.  Only  four 
brigades  of  my  troops  have  arrived  from  Washington,  and  no  trans- 
portation, but  I  will  keep  at  work  with  what  I  have. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headqtjartees  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Anderson,  N.  C,  February  19, 1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Point,  Va. : 

General  :  I  now  begin  to  feel  the  need  of  cavalry,  and  will  probably 
feel  it  much  more  soon.  I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  a  regi- 
ment at  least  be  sent  me  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

February  19,  1865. 
(Via  Fort  Monroe,  9  a.  m.,  23d.    Eeceived  10.55  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Day  before  yesterday  Cox's  division  moved  to  Smithville  and  then 
toward  Fort  Anderson.  Yesterday  it  closed  up  on  Fort  Anderson  and 
intrenched  a  line,  under  navy  fire,  close  to  the  enemy's,  to  be  held  by  two 
brigades.  With  the  balance  of  his  command  and  Ames'  division,  which 
had  been  sent  to  Smithville,  Cox  then  was  started  on  the  flank  move- 
ment for  the  rear  of  Fort  Anderson,  making  about  ten  miles  by  dark. 
The  enemy  evacuated  Fort  Anderson  during  the  night  and  the  lines  in 
front  of  Terry  this  morning.    They  will  at  once  be  followed  toward 

^^^^^^^<^^-  0.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

C  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

]^o.  8.  )  Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  19, 1865. 

I.  The  Third  Tennessee  Infantry  is  hereby  dropped  from  the  returns 
of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  to  date  from  January  20, 1805. 


* 


By  command  of  Major-General  Schotield:  pAMPBELL 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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General  Oedeks,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

l«ro.  9.  J  Washington,  D.  C,  February  19,  1865. 

The  commaiul  will  move  to  Alexandria  by  boat  to-morrow,  the  20tli 
instant,  as  follows:  Two  regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade  will  be  at 
Giesborough  Wharf  and  embark  at  8.30  a.  m.,  and  the  remaining  two 
regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade  at  9.30  a.  ni.  The  horses  of  the  brigade 
will  go  with  the  brigade.  The  entire  baggage  of  the  brigade  will  be 
placed  on  barges  at  Giesborough  Wharf  at  8  a.  m.  Two  regiments  of 
the  First  Brigade  will  embark  at  Giesborough  Wharf  at  12  m.  and  two 
at  1  p.  m.  The  horses  will  accompany  the  brigade.  The  baggage  of 
the  brigade  will  be  placed  on  barges  at  Giesborough  Wharf  at  12  m. 
On  arrival  at  Alexandria  brigade  commanders  will  report  to  Captain 
Lee,  assistant  quartermaster,  for  assignment  to  transports.  Five  days' 
rations  in  bulk  have  been  placed  on  board  the  transports  and  five  days' 
cooked  rations  will  be  drawn  at  Alexandria  in  addition.  The  horses 
will  be  placed  on  boats  designated  for  that  purpose,  and  each  brigade 
commander  will  detail  one  regimental  quartermaster  to  go  in  charge  of 
the  horses  of  his  brigade.  Forage  will  be  supplied  by  Captain  Lee  at 
Alexandria.  The  commanding  officers  on  board  the  transports  will  see 
that  the  rules  of  the  ships  are  obeyed  by  the  men  under  tlieir  command, 
and  that  the  requirements  of  the  Kevised  Army  llegulations  in  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  troops  on  transports  are  observed  is  essential  to  good 
order  on  board  the  transports  and  the  safety  of  the  command  from  fire  or 
other  dangers.  On  the  arrival  at  the  destination  of  the  command  each 
commanding  oflBcer  will  report  to  his  next  proper  superior  ofl&cer,  if 
there.    If  not  there,  to  the  next  that  is  there. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Euger: 

J.  B.  CRAVENS, 
€a])tain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Divison,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

February  10,  1865 — 6.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

The  train  has  not  yet  got  up,  and  General  Ames  has  report  from  an 
orderly  that  the  train  got  scattered  within  three  miles  of  8mithville 
and  went  back  to  reform  and  start  again.  I  have  sent  back  my  quar- 
termaster with  peremptory  orders  to  bring  the  train  up  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  As  we  are  at  the  cross-roads,  where  our  intention  as 
to  route  is  not  entirely  apparent  to  the  enemy,  I  have  thought  it  advis- 
able to  wait  till  we  hear  more  definitely  from  the  train,  as  it  cannot 
get  back  to  Smith ^•ille  to-day  if  it  follows  us  farther;  and  I  understand 
that  it  will  have  to  be  relied  on  to  get  food  for  Moore's  and  Hender- 
son's men,  they  also  being  out  to-night.  I  should  push  one  division 
right  on,  but  think  it  better  to  make  a  demonstration  with  a  regiment 
on  the  Lockwood's  Folly  road,  and  give  their  cavalry  there  the  idea 
that  we  mean  to  move  in  that  direction,  and  then,  when  we  get  or  defi- 
nitely hear  from  the  train,  push  rapidly  with  our  whole  force  upon  the 
rear  of  Anderson.  We  have  about  eight  miles  to  go.  I  shall  expect  to 
hear  from  my  messengers  to  the  train  in  two  hours  and  a  half.  If  you 
have  any  other  way  of  feeding  Moore  and  Henderson  than  by  this 
train  please  let  me  know  by  courier,  as  I  shall  then  feel  at  liberty  to 
move  without  awaiting  it. 

A  rough  sketch  is  on  the  other  side, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqks.  Third  Division,  Twenty-thied  Army  Coups, 

February  19, 1865—10.80  a.  in. 
Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Tbe  train  Las  just  come  witbin  reach,    I  move  out  with  Ames'  division, 
leaving  the  two  brigades  of  my  OAvn  to  draw  rations  and  follow.    Have 
no  answer  as  yet  to  my  dispatch  of  CJO  this  morning. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Gommandinf/. 


Headquakters  Army  op  the  Ohio, 

February  19,  1865 — 10.4.5  a.  m. 
Major-General  Cox, 

Commanding  Division : 
General:  The  enemy  has  evacuated  Port  Anderson  and  retired 
from  Terry's  front.  The  general  is  aboard  the  admiral's  flag-ship  and 
I  cannot  send  him  your  message.  Moore  and  Henderson  were  supplied 
with  rations  last  night  from  boats,  so  that  they  will  not  have  to  rely 
on  that  train  to  feed  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

February  19,  1805—8.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
My  advance  brigade  occupies  the  commanding  ground  on  this  side 
of  Town  Creek.  The  other  brigades  are  echeloned  in  rear.  The  enemy 
made  but  slight  resistance  until  they  reached  the  creek.  They  have  a 
line  of  infantry  trench  on  the  upper  bank,  and  are  believed  to  have 
destroyed  the  bridge.  They  fired  a  few  cannon  shot  at  Henderson  as 
he  advanced.  The  creek  is  very  crooked  and  deep.  The  water  is  said 
to  be  thirty  or  forty  feet  deep,  being  deeper  than  the  river.  I  learned 
of  a  flat-boat,  capable  of  carrying  near  100  men,  a  short  distance  below 
our  camp,  and  ordered  it  secured  and  carefully  protected.  No  detour 
can  be  made  to  the  left,  so  as  to  cross  the  creek  by  fording,  short  of 
fifteen  miles  above.  The  next  bridge  Avas  ten  miles  above,  and  that  is 
probably  destroyed.  If  the  enemy  resist  stubbornly  and  in  force  on 
the  road,  1  think  our  only  feasible  way  of  crossing  will  be  by  the  flat 
under  cover  of  the  fii-eof  the  gun-boats.  I  cannot  learn  that  any  force 
but  Hagood's  brigade  is  in  front  of  us.  Tlie  colored  people  say  they 
commenced  their  retreat  early  in  the  night,  the  rear  guard  leaving  Fort 
Anderson  about  daybreak.  They  undoubtedly  began  the  movement 
immediately  after  learning  that  their  cavalry  were  driven  from  the  head 
of  Orton  Pond  by  our  advancing  column .  Please  inform  me  early  as  to 
the  commanding  general's  desires  in  regard  to  pushing  my  movement 
on  this  side  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Fort  Anderson,  February  19, 1865. 

[General  Cox:] 

General:  I  desire  you  to  move  against  the  enemy  toward  Wilming- 
ton ejirly  to-morrow  with  your  entire  force,  except  one  regiment  of 
Colonel  Moore's  brigade,  wliich  is  temporarily  stationed  at  Fort  Ander- 
son. If  you  find  the  enemy  in  position  behind  Town  Creek  or  else- 
where this  side  of  Wilmington  endeavor  to  turn  his  right  and  force 
him  back.  You  may  even  cut  him  off  from  crossing  the  river  at  Wil- 
mington. From  the  best  information  I  can  get  his  force  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  is  only  about  2,000  men,  and  he  cannot  well  send  over 
more  while  General  Terry  is  pressing  him  on  the  other  side.  If  the 
enemy  fall  back  to  Wilmington  try  to  get  possession  of  all  the 
approaches  to  the  town  i'rom  the  west  side  of  the  river  and  prepare  to 
hold  them  with  the  smallest  force  practicable,  so  that  a  portion  of  your 
troops  may  be  transferred  to  the  east  side  of  the  river.  I  will  auove  up 
the  river  in  the  iSpaulding,  so  as  to  keep  in  communication  with  the 
troops  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Inform  me  frequently  by  signal  or 
otherwise  of  your  progress. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOPIELD, 

Major-  Genera  1. 


Headqttauters  Department  ^of  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Anderson,  February  19,  1865 — 11.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps : 
Your  note  of  8.30  p.  m.  just  received.  The  commanding  general 
directs  that  if  you  have  to  make  a  circuit  often  or  fifteen  miles,  as  you 
suppose,  in  order  to  turn  the  enemy's  right,  you  need  not  make  the 
attempt.  See  what  can  be  done  with  the  flat-boat,  as  you  suggest. 
The  general  will  be  in  communication  with  you  in  the  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — The  general  desires  you  to  ascertain  whether  pontoons  can  be 
landed  near  you  in  the  river  and  drawn  up  so  as  to  cross  the  creek 
near  its  mouth. 

J.  A,  C, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

February  19,  1865. 
Colonel  Henderson, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 
I'ou  may  advance  toward  Town  Creek  cautiously,  collecting  such 
information  as  you  can  and  approaching  as  near  the  enemy  as  you  find 
practicable  before  dark.  I  will  bring  up  the  other  brigades  as  soon  as 
they  reach  here.  Eeport  anything  of  importance  you  may  learn  before 
1  reach  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General. 
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Hdqks.  Third  Division,  Twenty-thieb  Army  Corps, 

February  19, 1865. 
Colonel  Moore, 

Commanding  Brigade,  cfcc.  : 
I  have  ordered  Colonel  Henderson  to  pusli  liis  reconnaissance  far- 
ther toward  Town  Creek.    Please  support  him  if  he  needs  it,  and  I 
will  be  up  shortly  with  the  other  brigades. 
Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Anderson,  N.  C,  February  19, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 

Gomdg.  Detachments  Ttventy-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps : 
General  :  I  have  ordered  General  Ames  to  cross  the  river  at  Fort 
Anderson  and  report  to  you  this  evening.  In  the  morning  I  want  you 
to  move  forward  against  the  enemy,  east  of  the  river,  while  General 
Cox  will  move  up  the  west  bank.  If  you  find  the  enemy  in  a  fortified 
position  this  side  of  Wilmington,  try  to  turn  his  left  and  force  him  back 
upon  Wilmington,  or  you  may  endeavor  to  cut  him  off  from  that  place 
if  your  force  appears  suflflcient.  If  the  enemy  fall  back  to  the  defenses 
of  Wilmington  invest  the  place  as  far  as  practicable.  In  any  other 
event  act  as  may  seem  for  the  best.  Communicate  with  me  frequently, 
by  signal  or  otherwise.  I  will  move  up  the  river  in  the  Spaulding,  so 
as  to  keep  in  communication  with  the  troops  on  both  sides. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  19, 1865. 
Major-General  Schopield  : 

My  advance  is  about  eight  miles  from  Wilmington,  close  to  the 
enemy's  outposts.  Unless  I  receive  contrary  orders  from  you  I  shall 
camp  for  the  night  at  about  nine  miles  from  the  city  and  await  re-en- 
forcements.   Can  they  reach  me  before  daylight? 

A.  H.  TERET, 

Major-General.    . 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Fort  Anderson,  N.  C,  February  19, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 

Gomdg. Detachments  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Your  dispatch  by  signal  is  received.  General  Ames' 
division  will  re-euforce  you  to-night  and  act  under  your  orders  in  the 
morning.  He  is  going  to  land  near  where  your  troops  now  are.  The 
commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that  he  will  make  no  reply  to 
the  communication  by  flag  of  trace, 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  (  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

:So.  37.  I  Sugar  Loaf,  N.  C,  February  19, 1865. 

I.  The  special  order  directing  Company  L,  First  Connecticut  Artillery, 
to  proceed  to  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  is  countermanded.  Capt.  William  G. 
Pride,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  will  withdraw  from  the  north  line 
of  works  the  company  of  his  detachment  now  stationed  tliere,  leaving 
only  a  guard  for  the  guns,  and  will  assume  the  command  of  Captain 
Everett's  company  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  now 
encamped  at  the  fort.  With  these  four  heavy  artillery  companies,  viz, 
Companies  B,  L,  and  G,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Company  [A],  Sec- 
ond Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Captain  Pride  will  garrison  Fort  Fisher 
and  take  every  precaution  for  its  defense  during  the  present  movement 
to  the  front.  Colonel  Coan,  Forty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  will 
have  the  command  of  the  infantry  detachment  left  at  the  rear.  As  soon 
as  transportation  can  be  procured  from  the  quartermaster's  department 
the  guns  on  the  northern  line  will  be  moved  to  the  fort. 


By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


A.  TEEKY, 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  op  the  Ohio, 
Fort  Anderson,  X.  C,  February  19,  1865 — 3.45  p.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames, 

Commanding  Seconds  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps : 
General  :  The  commanding  general  desires  you  tc  march  at  once  to 
the  wharf  at  this  place,  where  you  will  embark  your  command  on  the 
steamers  now  here,  cross  the  river,  and  report  for  further  orders  to 
Major-General  Terry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  Februarg  19,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forc.es,  Keio  Berne,  N.  C.  : 
You  will  immediately  relieve  the  two  companies  (commanded  by 
Major  Laughlin)  belonging  to  regiments  serving  in  the  Department  of 
Virginia,  and  order  them  to  report  at  once  to  Brigadier-General  Gordon, 
at  Norfolk,  Va. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant : 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

MOREHEAD  City,  February  19, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer, 

Netv  Berne : 

Have  arrived  on  Creole  with  some  800  men  of  Provisional  Division 
and  await  orders.  ' 

S.  P.  CARTER, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 
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Febeuaet  19, 1865. 
Brig,  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Morehead  City: 
I  am  informed  tbat  there  is  now  an  extra  train  at  Morehead  which 
cau  bring  up  a  portion,  if  not  all,  of  your  command.  Please  let  them 
come  at  once.  If  all  cannot  come  now,  leave  the  remainder  under  a 
judicious  ofiicer  until  to-morrow.  Perhaps  we  will  be  able  to  send  for 
all  to-day. 

Very  respectfully. 


Operator  inform  Captain  Wheeler  of  this. 


I.  N.  PALMEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 

L  N.  P. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City.,  February  19, 1865. 
Governor  Curtin, 

Harrisburg,  Fa. : 
Last  night  this  Department  received  the  gratifying  intelligence  of 
the  occupation  of  Columbia,  the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  by  General 
Sherman,  and  the  probable  evacuation  of  Charleston  by  the  enemy. 
Hasten  on  recruiting  to  fill  up  the  Army,  and  the  rebellion  must  receive 
its  flual  blow  in  this  spring  campaign. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Same  to  Governor  Brough,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Governor  Morton, 
Indianapolis,  Ind;  Governor  Lewis,  Madison,  Wis.;  Governor  Cony, 
Augusta,  Me. ;  Governor  Smith,  Saint  Albans,  Vt. ;  Governor  Andrew, 
Boston,  Mass.;  Governor  Gilmore,  Concord,  N.  H.;  Governor  Fenton, 
Albany,  N.  T. ;  Governor  Fletcher,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. ;  Governor  Carney, 
Leavenworth,  Kans.,  and  Governor  Bramlette,  Frankfort,  Ky.) 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  20,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  following  paragraphs  are  extracted  from  the  Eichmond  papers 
of  to-day : 

We  now  know  that  Charleston  was  evacuated  on  Tuesday  last,  and  that  on  Friday 
the  enemy  took  possession  of  Columbia.  It  is  reported  that  our  forces  under  Gen- 
eral Beauregard  are  moving  in  the  direction  of  Charlotte.  Official  intelligence  was 
received  at  the  War  Office  last  night  that  Sherman  was  on  yesterday  morning 
advancing  toward  and  was  near  Winnsborougli,  a  point  on  the  railroad  leading  to 
Charlotte,  and  thirty  miles  north  of  Columbia.  ,^,4,  o 

Charlotte  is  thronged  with  refugees  from  Columbia,  who  report  that  some  of 
Wheeler's  cavalry  plnnderedthe  city  before  the  evacuation. 

Up  to  Tuesday  last  it  was  uncertain  whether  Columbia  would  come  within  the 
immediate  range  of  Sherman's  proposed  route,  and  consequently  the  public  mind  was 
not  prepared  fSr  such  an  early  solution  of  the  question.  The  Government  had  how- 
ever just  two  weeks  ago,  taken  the  precaution  to  remove  its  specie  deposited  there 
amounting  to  several  millions  of  dollars,  and  within  the  past  few  days  all  the  dies 
and  platei  belonging  to  the  Treasury  Department,  together  with  the  supplies  of 
treasury  notes  on  hand,  were  safely  conveyed  away.  Tfi„„«vHiiP  ,ir« 

The  enemy  being  in  possession  of  Branchville,  Orangeburg,  and  Kingsville,  pre- 
eluded  movements^on  the  roads  leac^ng  to  Charleston,  ^"^  mi  unfortunate  accident 
upon  the  Charlotte  road,  cutting  off  nearly  all  the  rolling-stock  of  the  road  from 
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Columbia,  prevented  the  authorities  from  making  use  of  that  avenue  to  save  other 
valuable  materials  iu  the  citr.  A  large  quantity  of  medical  stores  belonging  to  the 
Government  were  there,  one-half  of  which  were  saved,  and  the  rest,  for  want  of  time 
and  transportation,  destroyed.  The  presses  and  fixtures  for  printing  treasury  notes 
in  the  establishments  of  Evans  &  Cogswell  and  Keatinge  &  Ball  were  necessarily 
abandoned,  together  with  the  other  extensive  machinery  of  those  well-known  farms. 
The  first-named  establishment  alone  had  102  printing  presses,  and  was  unquestion- 
ably the  largest  and  best  equipped  publishing  house  in  the  South.        „  ,     „ 

The  enemy's  forces  operating  west  of  Columbia  reached  the  banks  of  the  Congaree 
opposite  the  city  on  Thursday  evening,  and  threw  in  a  number  of  shells,  to  which 
our  batteries  responded.  A  portion  of  this  column  moved  up  the  river  during  the 
night  and  crossed  the  Saluda  and  Broad  Kivers,  the  main  tributaries  of  the  Conga- 
ree, which  meet  near  Columbia,  a  few  miles  above  the  city.  During  this  movement 
General  Beauregard  evacuated  the  city,  and  on  Frid.ay  morning  the  enemy  entered 
and  took  possession  without  opposition.  Our  troops  were  withdrawn  to  a  position 
some  twenty  miles  from  Columbia,  where  they  remained  on  yesterday.  The  enemy  s 
force  entering  Columbia  consisted  of  Sherman's  main  army,  a  large  portion  of  which 
immediately  moved  up  the  Charlotte  road,  while  another  portion  has  moved  down 
in  the  direction  of  Charleston.    The  latter  city  has  doubtless  ere  this  been  evacuated. 

FROM   CHARLESTON. 

Charleston,  Fehruary  14. 
The  enemy's  gun-boats  and  one  monitor  have  been  shelling  our  picket-lines  on 
.James  Island  all  day.     All  quiet  in  our  immediate  front.     Nothing  definite  from 
above.     The  enemy  keep  up  a  steady  shelling  of  the  city. 

Charleston,  February  15. 

All  quiet  along  our  lines.  The  enemy  arc  reported  this  morning  to  be  moving  in 
force  near  Columbia,  on  the  Lexington  road.  It  is  reported  that  they  crossed  the 
Congaree  to-day. 

I'ROM   WILMINGTON.— FURIOUS   CANNONADING    OF   FOUT  ANDERSON. 

Wilmington,  February  18. 

The  enemy  shelled  Fort  Anderson  furiously  yesterday  afternoon,  nearly  all  night, 
and  this  morning  it  is  reported  that  a  land  force  also  attacked  our  forces  at  Ander- 
son, but  were  repulsed.  Cannonading  is  still  going  on  at  1  p.  m.  We  have  no  par- 
ticulars. A  dispatch  has  been  receivedhere  stating  that  a  force  of  the  enemy,  4,000 
strong,  2,000  of  it  cavalry,  are  advancing  from  Kuoxville,  and  had  reached  Greene- 
ville,  which  is  fifty-four  miles  irom  Bristol.  This  expedition  is  supposed  to  be 
another  raid  on  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Bailroad. 

The  telegraph  operator  at  Weldon  reported  yesterday  that  a  raid  from  Washing- 
ton or  New  Berne,  N.  C,  was  in  progress,  the  supposed  destination  of  the  raiders 
being  Eocky  Mount  Station,  on  the  Wilmington  road,  in  Edgecombe  County.  The 
wires  continued  to  work  during  yesterday  morning  through  to  Wilmington,  however, 
from  whicli  it  would  appear  tliat  they  had  not  then  struck  the  road. 

A  movement  of  the  enemy  was  reported  yesterday  in  heavy  force  upon  Kinston, 
N.  C,  and  it  was  supposed  in  official  quarters  that  Foster's  forces  had  been  moved 
up  to  New  Berne.  A  cavalry  raid  was  also  reported  in  the  direction  of  Tarborongh. 
The  force  moving  from  New  Berne  has  fifty  or  sixty  pieces  of  artillery.  We  shall 
hear  more  of  these  movements  in  a  few  days.  We  are  quite  certain  that  they  are  in 
progress  as  we  write. 

Colonel  Hatch,  one  of  our  commissioners  of  exchange,  has  gone  to  Wilmington, 
at  which  place  he  will,  during  the  week,  exchange  10,000  prisoners.  We  may  remark 
here  that  the  exchange  of  prisoners  on  James  River  will  at  the  same  time  go  on 
uninterruptedly. 

A  desperate  affair  occurred  last  Tuesday  in  Lunenburg  County  between  some 
deserters  from  the  Confederate  army  and  some  of  the  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry,  aided 
by  citizens.  Several  on  both  sides  were  wounded.  The  deserters  were  finally  cap- 
tured. 

General  Ewell,  commanding  Department  of  Henrico,  reports  a  wholesale  robbery 
of  nearly  100  returned  paroled  prisoners  on  Saturday  night  between  Camp  Lee  and 
the  city.  Other  robberies  of  returned  prisoners  are  reported  as  occurring  iu  the 
streets  of  Bichmond. 

\J.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  February  20,  1865—10  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  10.10  a.  m.) 
Major- General  H allege,  Washington: 

Has  General  Meagher  been  dismissed  ?  If  he  has  not,  I  think  it  will 
be  well  to  relieve  him  from  duty.  Brig.  Gen.  Hugh  Ewing,  now  on  his 
way  to  "Washington,  might  be  ordered  to  take  his  place. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


WAsniNGTON,  D.  C,  February  20,  1865—11  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point : 

The  last  of  Schofield's  troops  will  get  off  to-day.  Canvas  pontoons 
will  be  sent  from  here  and  New  York.  Deficiency  in  length  of  bridg- 
ing will  be  supplied  as  soon  as  possible. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  20, 1865— 2  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point: 

The  President  has  not  acted  on  Meagher.  The  Secretary  of  War 
thinks  you  had  better  order  General  Schofield  to  relieve  and  send  him 
home. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  February  20,  1865. 
His  Excellency  E.  E.  Eenton, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York : 
Governor:  In  the  absence  of  the maijor- general  commanding  in  the 
field,  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  at  these  headquarters 
of  the  joint  resolutions  passed  by  the  senate  and  assembly  of  the  Stateof 
New  York,  commendatory  of  the  conduct  and  service  of  the  general 
and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command.*  The  resolutions  and 
letter  of  transmittal  will  be  forwarded  to  the  general  as  soon  as  com- 
munication is  opened  to  him. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  February  20,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Comma/nding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General:  The  command  moved  in  good  order  to  Muddy  Springs. 
On  our  arrival  at  that  point  1  found  a  scarcity  of  water  and  moved  on 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  north  of  the  Muddy  Springs  and  the 
command  (Fifteenth  Army  Corps)  is  now  in  camp  here.  My  head- 
quarters are  near  the  crossing  of  the  Winnsborough  and  upper  Camden 

~  ♦  See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  18. 
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roads.  The  rear  guard  swept  everything  clear  of  Columbia,  and  at 
2  p.  m.,  when  some  of  my  staff  officers  left,  the  city  was  clear  of  all 
stragglers  and  very  quiet.  A  small  squad  of  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
about  100,  appeared  on  our  right  flank,  but  were  driven  off  without  dis- 
turbing our  march.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  order  of  march  for  to- 
morrow.* 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  is  encamped  along  the  line  of 
the  railroad. 

o.  o.  n., 

Major- General. 


Special       ^         Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

'So.  44.         )  Biee  Greeh  Springs,  February  20,  1865. 

I.  The  movement  to-morrow  will  commence  at  7  a.  m. ,  The  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  move  forward 
on  the  same  road,  crossing  Twenty-five  Mile  Creek.  He  will  make  as 
much  distance  as  i)ossible  toward  Poplar  Spring,  but  will  at  least 
arrive  at  the  cross-roads  at  Harrison's.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  continue  to  move  along  the 
railroad,  occupj'  Winnsborough,  completing  the  destruction  of  the  rail- 
road up  to  that  point.  The  bridge  train  will  continue  to  follow  the 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  The  refugee  train  will  follow  the  rear  divis- 
ion of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  Department  headquarters  will  follow 
the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and  will  be  to-morrow 
night  near  the  cross-roads  at  Harrison's. 

II.  Capt.  P.  A.  Taylor,  chief  signal  officer,  will  organize  a  detective 
force  to  operate  under  his  temporary  direction  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
covering the  authors  of  the  numerous  outrages  that  have  been  commit- 
ted by  persons  of  this  command.  He  will  particularly  endeavor  to 
discover  those  who  have  taken  or  may  take  sucli  articles  as  watcbes, 
jewelry,  money,  &c.,  from  the  persons  or  houses  of  citizens. 

III.  Paragraph  2,  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  43,  from  these  head- 
quarters, is  so  modified  ad  to  direct  Maj.  F.  O.Gillette,  provost  marshal- 
general  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  to  take  charge  of  the  refugees  accom- 
panying this  command.  Major  Gillette  will  see  that  all  citizens 
accompanying  this  army  as  refugees  improperly,  as  well  as  surplus 
baggage  belonging  to  refugees,  are  sent  to  Winnsborough.  He  will  be 
authorized  also  to  impress  from  citizens  the  necessary  transportation 
and  animals  to  provide  for  the  train. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columhia,  S.  C,  February  20,  18G5. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
destruction  of  property  in  and  about  Columbia,  S.  C,  done  in  compli- 

*  See  next,  post. 
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ance  with  written  instructions  from  Lieut.  Col.  "William  E.  Strong, 
assistant  inspector-general,  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  dated  February 
18, 1865.  Owing  to  the  great  variety  of  articles  and  property  destroyed 
and  the  general  confusion  they  were  in,  it  has  been  impossible  to  make 
actual  inventories.  The  following  are  estimates,  and  I  believe  them  to 
be  in  most  cases  rather  under  than  above  the  actual  amount:  1,000 
bales  of  cotton,  19  locomotives  (these  comprised  all  the  locomotives  in 
and  about  the  city,  they  were  destroyed  by  burning  the  wood  work  and 
breaking  everything  breakable  about  their  machinery  and  punching 
holes  in  their  boilers  and  tenders) ;  20  box-cars  (all  that  were  left  of  a 
large  number  destroyed  by  the  incendiary  fires  of  the  17th  instant) ; 
all  the  buildings  not  previously  burned  belonging  to  the  South  Carolina 
Railroad  and  depot,  2  large  freight  sheds  being  -included';  in  these 
freight  sheds  were  destroyed  60  sets  complete  of  six-mule  team  harness, 
1,000  pounds  of  trace  chains,  40  kegs  of  nails,  25  kegs  railroad  iron 
spikes,  5  tons  of  railroad  machinery  of  various  kinds,  and  a  large  mis- 
cellaneous collections  of  articles  valuable  to  the  enemy,  which  it  vas 
im^jracticable  under  the  circumstances  to  classify  and  make  an  inven- 
tory of;  650  car  wheels  (destroyed  by  sledging  off  the  flanges) ;  2  build- 
ings filled  with  stationery  belonging  to  the  so-called  Confederate  States, 
consisting  of  note,  cap,  letter,  and  envelope  paper,  envelopes,  steel  pens, 
penholders,  ink,  and  quartermasters'  and  other  blanks.  These  things 
were  mixed  up  in  a  heterogeneous  mass.  The  only  way  I  can  convey 
an  idea  of  the  amount  is  to  estimate  them  at  two  tons'  weight.  Twenty- 
five  powder  mills.  These  comprised  all  the  powder  mills  along  the 
Congaree  Eiver;  the  machinery  was  destroyed  and  the  mills  blown  up. 
The  so-called  Confederate  States  armory,  situated  on  the  Congaree 
Eiver,  comprising  warehouses,  machine  shops,  foundry,  and  offices;  the 
machinery  of  the  shops  and  a  large  amount  of  other  machinery  which 
had  not  been  taken  out  of  the  original  packages  was  broken  thoroaghly 
by  sledging,  and  the  ruin  completed  afterwards  by  burning  the  build- 
ings. A  large  amount,  probably  half  a  ton,  of  all  varieties  of  files  and 
other  gun-making  tools  in  the  original  packages  were  destroyed;  the 
gunstocks  and  barrels  and  muskets  destroyed  here  have  been  reported 
by  the  ordnance  offlcers.  The  smoke-stacks  of  six  manufactories  of  vari- 
ous kinds  were  thrown  over  or  blown  up.  Ten  tons  of  machinery,  said 
to  belong  to  the  Confederate  States,  found  packed  in  boxes  under  a 
shed  on  the  common,  was  destroyed,  consisting  of  a  stationary  engine 
and  lathe  and  other  machinery,  the  use  of  which  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained. The  destruction  of  all  property  mentioned  in  the  directions  is 
believed  to  be  entire  and  complete.  The  above  list  does  not  include 
the  entire  amount,  but  is  as  accurate  as  the  circumstances  will  admit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  E.  YOEKE, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Asst.  Inspector- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  Fiest  Division,  Fifteenth  Aemy  Corps, 

Muddy  Springs,  S.  C,  February  20, 1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  I  left  camp  at  Columbia  at  1  p.  m. 
to-day,  marching  out  in  rear  of  the  trains  of  the  Fourth  Division,  on 
the  direct  Camden  road,  encamping  at  9  p.  m.  about  thirteen  miles 
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from  Columbia,  with  my  troops  facing  north  and  south.  My  head- 
quarters are  near  the  springs,  and  but  a  short  distance  from  the  road- 
side. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E,  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Aemy  Corps, 

Near  Muddy  Bun,  8.  C,  February  20, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  broke  camp  at  9  a.  m. 
to-day,  marching  to  this  point,  where  it  arrived  at  5  p.  m.  and  is  now 
all  here. 
My  headquarters  are  about  300  yards  west  of  the  main  road. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZBN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Three  Miles  North  of  Muddy  Springs,  S.  C,  February  20, 1865. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  broke  camp 
on  Charlotte  Eailroad,  near  Columbia,  at  7  o'clock  this  a.  m.,  and 
marched  on  neighborhood  roads  to  main  Camden  road,  striking  same 
four  miles  from  Columbia;  thence  on  Camden  road  to  near  Roberts', 
and  then  north  on  Winnsborough  road  to  intersection  of  Winnsborough, 
Columbia  and  Camden  roads,  the  advance  reaching  camp  at  4  p.  m. 
Distance  marched,  twenty-two  miles.  The  position  of  the  division  is 
as  follows:  The  left  of  the  First  Brigade  rests  uijon  the  Winnsborough 
and  its  right  upon  the  Camden  road,  fronting  northeast.  The  right  of 
the  Second  Brigade  rests  upon  the  Columbia  road,  and  fronts  in  a 
northerly  direction.  These  headquarters  are  established  on  the  left  of 
the  Winnsborough  road,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  Second  Brigade. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  B.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Special       f  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  near  Muddy  Springs,  S.  G., 

'So.  21.  )  February  20, 1865. 

I,  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  5.30  a.  m.  to-morrow, 
sharp,  on  the  Winnsborough  road,  crossing  Twenty-five  Mile  Creek, 
past  Round  Top;  thence  across  the  Winnsborough  and  Camden  road 
toward  Poplar  Springs,  the  formation  of  the  column  as  follows,  viz,  First, 
Second  Brigade  Infantry,  with  Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Artillery, 
with  one  regiment  in  rear.  Second,  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  moving  by 
the  side  of  the  trains,  extended  so  as  to  guard  them  in  the  best  possible 
manner.  Third,  trains  in  the  following  order :  1,  Ten  wagons  of  ord- 
nance; 2,  ambulances;  3,  train  of  advanced  brigade;  4,  ordnance  train- 
5,  supply  train.    Fourth,  First  Brigade  Infantry,  with  one  regiment 
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thrown  by  tbe  side  of  the  supply  train.    The  pioneer  corps  will  move 
in  advance,  and  its  train  at  the  head  of  the  ordnance  and  supply  trains, 
until  further  orders. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEETS, 
Assisiant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqes.  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry, 

Columbia,  S.  C.  February  20, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  Pursuant  to  orders  I  left  camp  Saturday,  the  18th  instant, 
at  3  p.  m.,  and  marched  on  the  Bluff  road  to  Ghappell's  plantation,  ten 
miles  from  Columbia,  where  I  encamped  for  the  night.  The  morning 
of  the  19th  1  struck  camp  at  C  a.  m.,  rode  to  Gadsden  Station,  where 
I  found  the  depot  and  rebel  commissary  burned.  From  Gadsden  Sta- 
tion I  marched  to  Kingsville  and  destroyed  the  rebel  warehouses  which 
were  filled  with  rebel  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores;  also,  the 
depot  and  other  railroad  buildings.  At  this  place  we  captured  a  tele- 
graph operator  in  the  act  of  firing  the  Government  stores.  I  sent  the 
Twenty-ninth  Missouri  to  the  Wateree  River,  holding  the  Seventh 
Illinois  in  reserve  near  Kingsville.  At  the.  river  we  destroyed  the  rail- 
road bridge  and  the  trestle-work  on  the  opposite  bank.  The  former 
was  about  375  leet  long;  the  latter  three  miles  in  length.  The  bridge 
was  completely  destroyed  and  the  trestle-work  fired  in  twenty  differ- 
ent places.  Having  burned  the  bridge  1  returned,  destroying  the 
bridges  and  culverts  in  my  rear.  All  this  was  accomplished  without 
opposition.  We  met  with  only  five  rebels,  Avho  ran  upon  the  approach  of 
the  command.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  destroyed  ten  or  twelve 
railroad  cars  and  about  300  bales  of  cotton.  Returning,  camped  last 
night,  the  19th  instant,  at  Adams'  plantation;  struck  camp  at  12  p.  m, 
and  marched  to  this  place,  where  I  arrived  at  6  o'clock  this  a.  m. 
Verv  resTjectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

CH.  BURKHARDT, 
Major  Ticenty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Bice  Creek  Springs,  8.  C,  February  20, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Comdg.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Tennessee  : 

General  :  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  some  of 
our  soldiers  have  been  commifcting  the  most  outrageous  robberies  of 
watches,  jewelry,  &c.  A  case  lias  come  to  my  notice  where  a  watch 
and  several  articles  of  jewelry  were  stolen  by  a  foraging  party  under 
the  eye  of  the  commissioned  officer  in  charge.  Another,  where  a  brute 
had  violently  assaulted  a  lady  by  striking  her,  and  had  then  robbed  her 
of  a  valuable  gold  Avatch.  In  one  instance  money  was  stolen  to  the 
amount  of  f  150,  -;..d  another,  where  an  officer  with  a  foraging  party  had 
allowed  his  men  to  take  rings  off'  the  fingers  of  ladies  in  his  presence. 
To-day  a  soldier  was  found  plundering,  arrested,  placed  under  the 
guard  of  one  of  General  Corse's  orderlies,  and  was  liberated  by  some  of 
his  comrades  who  had  arms  in  their  hands,  and  who  threatened  the  life 
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of  the  guard.  These  outrages  must  be  stopped  at  all  hazards,  and  the 
thieves  and  robbers  who  commit  them  be  dealt  with  severely  and  sum- 
marily. I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  is  a  regularly  organized 
banditti  who  commit  these  outrages  and  who  share  the  spoils.  I  call 
upon  you  and  upon  all  the  oflBcers  and  soldiers  under  you,  who  have 
one  spark  of  honor  or  respect  for  the  profession  which  they  follow,  to 
help  nie  put  down  these  infamous  proceedings  and  to  arrest  tue  per- 
petrators. Please  furnish  to  every  inspector,  provost-marshal,  and 
officer  in  charge  of  a  foraging  party  a  copy  of  this  letter,  and  enjoin 
them  to  be  on  the  watch  to  stop  these  infamous  proceedings,  and  to 
bring  to  justice  the  individuals  who  commit  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 

(Same  to  General  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.) 


Headqitaeters  Seventeenth  Abmy  Corps, 

Level  Post- Office,  S.  C,  February  SO,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Acljt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee  : 
Captain:   My  command  is  encamped  on  the  railroad  fifteen  miles 
from  Columbia.    The  railroad  is  destroyed  two  miles  beyond  here.    I 
shall  occupy  Winnsborough  to-morrow  evening,  and  will  destroy  as 
much  of  the  road  as  possible. 

Yery  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

]No.  47.  (  BoTco,  8.  G..  February  SO,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow : 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance  and  will  move  forward  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  direct  road  to  Winns- 
borough. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow  the 
First  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9  o'clock. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  fol- 
low the  Third  Division,  and  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  10  o'clock. 

Each  division  commander  will  detach  one  brigade  to  destroy  rail- 
road. The  brigade  from  the  Foiirth  Division  will  move  at  8  o'clock, 
and  commencing  two  miles  from  their  present  camp  will  destroy  three 
miles.  The  brigade  from  the  Third  Division  will  move  at  7.30  o'clock, 
commencing  five  miles  from  General  Smith's  camp  will  destroy  three 
miles.  The  brigade  from  the  First  Division  will  move  at  7  o'clock, 
and  commencing  eight  miles  from  General  Smith's  camp  will  destroy 
three  miles. 

Col.  J.  B.  Yates,  commanding  First  Michigan  Engineers,  will  assign 
three  companies  from  his  regiment  to  each  brigade  to  twist  the  rails, 
and  the  brigade  commander  will  pile  the  ties  and  rails  for  burning  in 
such  manner  as  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  engineers  may  direct.    As 
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soon  as  the  work  is  completed  the  brigades  will  proceed  via  Ridgeway 
to  camp,  which  will  be  on  the  railroad  within  about  five  miles  of 
Winnsborough. 

The  train  of  the  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  move  next  after  the 
train  of  the  Third  Division  and  will  be  followed  by  the  bridge  train. 

The  train  of  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  and 
of  these  headquarters  will  follow  the  troops  of  the  First  Division. 

The  Kinth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  7.30 
o'clock  and  will  await  orders. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  OADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        )       Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  >  Mrs,  OWeiVs  House, 

No.  14.  )  February  20,  1865. 

The  movements  of  the  corps  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows : 

General  Oarlin  will  march  at  6  a.  m.  from  his  present  position  upon 
the  main  road  toward  Winnsborough,  endeavoring  to  keep  abreast 
with  the  Twentieth  Corps,  which  will  move  in  the  same  direction  from 
S.  Owens'  in  the  morning. 

General  Baird  will  march  at  6  a.  m.,  crossing  Kinkish  Bridge,  over 
Little  Eiver,  and  following  General  Carlin. 

General  Morgan  will  move  witb  the  trains  of  the  corps  at  10  a.  m., 
and  will  follow  the  column. 

Corps  headquarters  and  the  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition  trains 
will  move  in  rear  of  General  Baird. 

Further  orders  will  be  given  the  division  commanders  during  the 
day. 

Bv  order  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Oioens'  Farm,  February  20, 1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Winnsborough,  as  fol- 
lows :  Second  Division  at  6.30  a.  m.,  Third  Division  at  7  a.  m.,  First  Divis- 
ion at  8  a,  m.  The  troops  of  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  will  march 
in  advance,  unencumbered  with  wagons.  Ten  ammunition  wagons  to 
each  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  will  follow  the  Third  Division. 
The  First  Division  will  march  with  and  protect  the  whole  train  of  the 
corps.  One  battery  of  artillery  will  march  in  rear  of  the  advanced 
brigade  of  the  Second  Division;  one  section  will  report  to  General 
Jackson,  to  march  with  the  rear;  the  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march 
in  rear  of  the  Second  Division.  The  wagons  of  the  artillery  will 
march  in  rear  of  the  twenty  ammunition  wagons.  The  pontoon  train 
will  follow  the  artillery  wagons,  starting  at  8  a.  m.  The  cattle  herds 
will  accompany  the  trains.  The  pack  train  of  the  two  advanced 
divisions  will  march  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S,  Williams: 
^  CHAS.  MOYBR, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

i  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  30.  3  Charleston,  8.  C,  February  20,  1865. 

I.  The  post  of  Morris  Island  will  be  iiiimediately  transferred  to 
Charleston  City.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the 
transportation. 

*#**#*♦ 

IV.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett,  Twenty-flrst  TJ.  S.  Colored  Troops,  is 
hereby  placed  in  command  of  the  city  of  Charleston.  He  will  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly. 

V.  Major  Willoughby,  Twenty-first  TJ.  S.  Colored  Troops,  is  hereby 
appointed  provost-marshal-general  of  the  city  of  Charleston.  He  will 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

»  »  »  »  *  *  * 

VII.  The  orders  creating  the  posts  of  Morris  and  Folly  Islands  are 
hereby  revoked. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Circular.]     Hdqrs.  Northern  Dist.,  Deft,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  February  20,  1865. 
No  soldier  will  be  permitted  to  enter  Charleston  City  without  a  pass 
from  his  commanding  officer.  None  but  regimental  commanders  and 
commanding  officers  of  detachments  will  give  such  permits.  Every 
man  without  a  pass,  except  the  soldiers  of  the  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Col- 
ored Troops,  will  be  immediately  arrested  and  turned  over  to  the  pro- 
vost-guard. All  soldiers  detailed  in  the  staff  departments  will  be 
immediately  provided  with  passes.  These  passes  will  be  printed  and 
will  be  distinguished  by  a  mark  easily  recognizable.  Blanks  will  be 
furnished  immediately. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig : 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Charleston,  8.  C,  February  20,  1865. 
Lieutenant  Quinn, 

Commanding  Battery  B,  Third  New  York  Artillery: 
Lieutenant:  Your  battery  will  move  out  to  the  picket-lines  and 
report  to  Colonel  Kozlay.  Lieutenant  Dodge,  Third  Rhode  Island 
Artillery,  will  command  the  same  until  further  orders.  The  Thirty- 
third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  detached  with  the  battery  is  hereby  relieved. 
Their  places  will  be  supplied  from  the  Third  New  York  Artillery. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 
Capt.,  2l8t  TJ.  8.  Colored  Troops,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  Fehriiary  20, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schopield, 

Fort  Fisher: 
General  Halleck  telegraphed  me  at  11  a.  m.  to-day  that  the  last  of 
your  troops  will  get  off  to-day.    Canvas  pontoons  will  be  sent  from 
Washington  and  New  York,  and  the  deficiency  in  length  of  bridging 
will  be  supplied  as  soon  as  possible. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  SO,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Fort  Fisher,  JV.  C: 
The  rebel  Government  will  deliver  a  large  number  of  our  prison- 
ers to  us  near  Wilmington  during  the  present  and  ensuing  week.  If 
our  agent  of  exchange  is  not  there,  receive  them  and  forward  to 
Annapolis.  Do  not  allow  this  exchange  of  prisoners  to  interfere  in  any 
manner  with  your  proposed  military  operations.  Eelieve  General 
Meagher,  to  proceed  to  his  place  of  residence  and  report  by  letter  to 
the  Adjutant-General  for  orders.  Eichmond  papers  of  to-day  report 
that  Charleston  was  evacuated  on  the  14th  [17th].  General  Sherman 
is  in  possession  of  Columbia.  Beauregard  is  falling  back  toward  Char- 
lotte, N.  C,  where  he  is  expected  by  the  enemy  to  make  a  stand.  The 
advance  of  Sherman  is  reported  at  Winnsborough. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqes.  Thikd  Division,  Twenty-thikd  Army  Corps, 

Town  Creelc,  February  30, 1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

I  have  one  brigade  across  the  creek  by  the  flat-boat,  another  passing. 
They  will  soon  move  around  to  the  flank  of  the  enemy's  position. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Town  Creek,  February  20, 1865 — 6  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield, 


After  great  labor  I  succeeded  in  getting  three  brigades  across  the 
creek  and  through  the  rice  fields,  and  about  4  o'clock  struck  the  Wil- 
mington road  nearest  the  river,  some  two  miles  in  the  rear  of  the 
rebel  position.  I  ordered  Moore's  brigade  across  to  the  Wilmington 
road  farthest  from  the  river,  and  with  Casement's  and  Sterl's  bri- 
gades came  straight  down  in  rear  of  the  rebels.  They  had  a  light  line 
of  works  facing  the  rear  and  two  guns  in  position.  Our  men  charged, 
carrying  the  line,  capturing  the  artillery,  and  about  375  prisoners, 
including  the  colonel  commanding  the  brigade.  I  hope  Moore  has 
intercepted  others  who  fled  toward  the  Manchester  road  m  utter  con- 
fusion. My  casualties  are  about  thirty.  There  is  no  enemy  where  the 
fleet  are  exploding  shells. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Febeuaky  20,  1805— 7.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

I  liave  not  yet  received  the  written  orders  sent  to  me  last  night. 

A.  H.  TEKRY, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  38.  )  Fort  Fisher,  If.  C,  February  30, 1865. 

The  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 
will  report  direct  to  these  headquarters  until  further  orders. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Marching  Orders.]       Headquarters  TJ.  S.  Forces, 

Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  20, 1865. 

The  divisions  of  Generals  Ames  and  Paine  will  advance  up  the  main 
road,  Paine's  division  leading.  Abbott's  brigade  will  advance  up  the 
military  road.  Should  the  enemy  be  found  in  his  expected  position 
beyond  Mott's  Creek,  the  main  body  will  attack  them  in  front,  while 
Abbott's  brigade  attacks  his  left  flank  and  endeavors  to  turn  it. 
JMyrick's  battery  will  accompany  the  main  body;  Lee's  battery  will 
accompany  General  Abbott.  General  Abbott  will  not,  without  further 
orders,  advance  more  than  two  miles  beyond  his  present  position  on 
the  military  road.  He  will  endeavor  to  keep  up  communication  with 
the  main  body  by  couriers  and  patrols,  and  will  keep  the  commanding 
general,  who  accompanies  the  main  body,  constantly  informed  of  his 
progress.  He  will  also  reconnoiter  all  roads  by  which  he  can  cross  to 
the  main  road. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


February  20,  1805. 
Major  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
I  found  the  enemy  in  strong  force  behind  entirely  new  intrench- 
ments.    I  shall  intrench  myself  for  to-night  in  this  position  unless  I 
receive  other  orders  from  General  Terry. 

AMES, 
General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  op  North  Carolina, 
No.  51.  (  New  Berne,  N.  C,  February  20,  J 


1865. 


V.  In  view  of  the  very  extensive  operations  that  are  about  to  com- 
mence, and  Morehead  City  being  the  most  important  point  upon  the 
whole  line  of  sea  coast,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  the  headquarters 
of  the  Sub-District  of  Beaufort  and  the  quarters  of  all  the  officers 
connected  therewith  be  at  Morehead  City,  and  it  is  therefore  so 
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ordered.  The  gari-ison  of  Beaufort  will  be  one  company  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth Massachjisetts  Volunteers.  All  other  troops  will  be  removed 
elsewhere.  The  headquarters  of  the  First  North  Carolina  (Union) 
Volunteers  will  be  at  Fort  Macon,  where  it  was  ordered  to  be  when 
that  regiment  was  first  sent  to  the  Sub-District  of  Beaufort.  The  com- 
manding officer  of  the  regiment  shall  be  the  commandant  of  that  fort. 
******* 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[February  21, 1865.— For  Grant  to  Meade,  relating  to  re-enforce- 
ments of  cavalry  for  Sherman,  &c.,  see  Vol.  XL VI,  Part  I,  p.  C09.] 


City  Point,  February  21,  1865. 

(lieceived  3.30  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  following  paragraphs  are  taken  from  to-day's  Richmond  papers: 

SOUTH   CAKOIJNA. — CHAnLESTOX. 

On  last  Thursday  night,  the  16th  instant,  our  forces  evacuated  Charleston,  and  it 
is  believed  that  the  enemy  took  possession  during  the  next  day.  Many  guns  must 
have  been  abandoned  by  our  troops,  but  it  is  consoling  to  know  that  the  Yankees 
got  little  else.  There  was  no  cotton  at  Charleston  to  gladden  Lincoln's  heart,  and 
the  city  itself  was  little  better  than  a  deserted  ruin.  Several  telegraph  operators, 
all  of  them  men  of  Northern  birth,  did  not  come  out  with  our  forces,  but  remained 
to  receive  the  Yankees. 

FROM   SOUTH   CAROLINA. 

WinnsboTongh,  S.  C,  is  thirty-seven  miles  this  side  of  Columbia,  and  it  is  rumored 
this  morning  that  the  enemy  have  occupied  it.  The  News,  published  there  on  the 
16th,  stilted  that  the  day  before  a  large  drove  of  Government  stock,  consisting  of 
about  460  head  of  cattle  and  the  same  amount  of  sheep,  passed  through  Winns- 
borough  from  Anderson.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  another  large  lot  passed 
through,  bound  for  a  point  out  of  the  reach  of  Sherman 's  scouts. 

GoLDSiionouGir,  19th. 
A  Yankee  force  from  New  Berne,  some  500  strong,  passed  through  Greenville  yester- 
day, and  when  last  heard  from  were  advancing  on  Tarborough.  It  is  thought  to  be 
a  more  raiding  party.  General  Baker  is  after  them.  Another  party  is  reported  com- 
ing up  the  south  side  of  the  Neuse.  This  needs  confirmauou.  No  trouble  is  antici- 
pated. 

FKOII   NORTH   CAROLINA. — RAIDS   ON  TARBOROUGH   AND  GOLDSnOROrGH. 

It  is  said  that  a  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  Tarborough  on 
Tar  Eiver,  near  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad.  A  force  (numbers  unknown) 
is  also  reported  as  moving  on  Goldsborough  from  New  Berne,  iiloug  the  south  bank 
of  the  Neuse.  We  fear  there  is  much  truth  in  these  statements.  The  enemy  have 
for  several  weeks  been  concentrating  at  New  Berne.  Raleigh  is  100  miles  from  New 
Berne;  Goldsborough  is  midway  between  the  two  places.  It  was  reported  that  a 
lar"-e  Yankee  cavalry  force  was'advancing  on  Salisbury  from  East  Tennessee,  but 
there  was  nothing  in  it.  The  Senate  bill  to  raise  200,000  negro  soldiers  will,  it  is 
understood,  be  passed  to-day  in  secret  session.  It  is  said  a  similar  bill  passed  the 
House  of  Renresentatives,  in  secret  session,  yesterday. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Quartebmastee-General's  Office, 

Washingion  Vity,  February  21,  1865. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  communica- 
tion from  Col.  James  A.  Hardie,  inspector-general  U.  S.  Army,  dated 
10th  instant,  furnishing  extracts  for  the  information  of  the  Quarter- 
master-General concerning  the  march  of  General  Sherman's  army  to 
Savannah,  &c.  The  remarks  on  the  march  of  infantry  alongside  of  the 
trains  are  interesting.  The  Quartermaster-General  in  passing  over  the 
route  of  the  rebel  march  to  Gettysburg  noticed  that  this  had  been  the 
practice  of  that  army,  the  troops  marching  in  the  fields  on  each  side  of 
the  turnpike,  which  was  occupied  by  the  trains.  In  regard  to  the  suf- 
fering for  want  of  forage  after  the  arrival  of  General  Sherman's 
army  at  Savannah,  from  all  that  the  Quartermaster-General  could  learn 
while  at  Savannah,  it  resulted  from  the  delay  in  opening  navigable 
communication  with  Hilton  Head,  to  which  point  all  the  forage  ordered 
by  the  military  authority  was  ordered  from  the  Korth,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  portion  sent  by  General  Grant's  order  to  Pensacola,  Daily 
shipments  equivalent  to  35,000  rations  were  made  from  the  time  it  was 
evident  that  General  Sherman  would  strike  the  coast  at  Savannah,  and 
the  Quartermaster-General  believes  that  these  shipmen  ts  were  regularly 
made.  The  exceeding  roughness  of  the  weather  delayed  some  of  the 
vessels.  One  arrived  while  the  Quartermaster-General  was  at  Savan- 
nah, having  been  twenty-four  days  out  of  New  York.  All  that  was 
possible  was  done,  and  with  greater  success  than  is  recorded  of  sucb 
great  movements  in  other  countries.  General  Sherman  left  some  4,000 
animals  at  Savannah  and  informed  the  Quartermaster-General  that  he 
had  enough.  The  loss  appears  to  have  fallen  principally  upon  the 
artillery  and  cavalry  which  remained  in  Savannah,  expecting  every  day 
that  the  obstructions  would  be  removed  and  supplies  brought  up. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- General   U.  8.  Army,  and  Brevet  Major- General. 


General  Orders,  ')  War  Department, 

V  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

JSTo.  24.  )  Washington,  February  21, 1865. 

Ordered,  That  a  national  salute  be  fired  to-morrow  noon,  February 
22,  at  West  Point,  and  at  every  fort,  arsenal,  and  army  headquarters 
of  the  United  States,  in  honor  of  the  restoration  of  the  flag  of  the 
Union  upon  Port  Sumter. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D,  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  21,  1865. 
Maior-General  Howard  : 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  to  hand.    This  column  is  moving  as 
per  your  orders  received  and  will  reach  the  point  designated.    Generals 
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Slocum  and  Kilpatrick  will  also  be  at  the  points  intended,  where  all 
will  be  in  communication  to-night,  and  you  can  also.    All  well. 
I  am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Harrison's  Cross-Roads,  S.  0.  (Dr.  Boyd's), 

February  21,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General  :  I  arrived  at  this  point  at  about  1  p.  m.  My  headquar- 
ters are  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Boyd,  near  the  cross-road  which  leads  to 
Poplar  Springs.  It  is  five  miles  from  this  point  to  Poplar  Springs, 
(ieneral  Corse,  who  leads  to-day,  will  push  out  on  that  road  some 
distance. 

Kespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-Oeneral. 

P.  S. — General  Woods'  division  was  marched  to  Longtown  with  a 
view  to  making  a  demonstration  at  Mickles'  Ferry.    It  will  join  us  at 
Peay's  Ferry,  the  next  ferry  north. 
Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters,  &c., 
Winnsborough,  February  31,  [1865] — 6  p.  m. 
Major-General  Howard  : 

Dear  General:  Generals  Slocum  and  Davis  are  here.  Slocum 
send  s  his  pontoons  and  wagons  to-morrow  straight  for  the  ferry  at  Eocky 
Mount  Post-Office  by  Gladden's  Grove.  He  will  keep  four  divisions 
breaking  road  up  as  far  as  the  Chester  District  line,  and  aim  to  cross 
his  whole  command  the  day  after  tomorrow.  Let  Blair  finish  up  the 
road  good  to  this  point,  and  then  assemble  at  Poplar  Springs  and 
eftect  a  crossing  of  the  Wateree,  prepared  to  get  all  across  the  day 
after  to-morrow.  Slocum  will  assemble  his  command  at  Gladden's. 
Communicate  with  me  there  or  at  Eocky  Mount.  After  crossing,  Slo- 
cum and  the  cavalry  will  have  the  road  from  Lancaster  to  Chesterfield 
and  you  from  your  ferry  straight  for  Cheraw,  dipping  a  little  south,  to 
get  on  the  Camden  road.  I  will  keep  with  the  Twentieth  Corps,  which 
is  Slocum's  right. 


Yours, 


W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special       'i         Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

No.  45.  )    Harrison^s  Cross-Roads,  8.  C,  February  21, 1865. 

The  movements  to-morrow  at  6.30  a.  m. :  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  march  his  First  Division,  Bvt. 

Maj.  Gen.  0.  E.  Woods  commanding,  to  Peay's  Ferrj',  causing  a  slight 

demonstration  to  be  made  at  Mickles'  Ferry.    A  small  force  will  also 
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be  sent  to  gaard  the  crossings  of  Wateree  Creek.  The  other  three 
divisions  of  the  corps  will  move  to  Peay's  Ferry  via  Poplar  Spring. 
The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.'F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will 
move  to  Poplar  Spring.  The  bridge  train,  in  case  it  is  still  with  the 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  move  behind  the  ordnance  train  of  the 
leading  division  of  that  corps.  If  it  is  with  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps 
it  will  move  in  rear  of  the  leading  division  of  that  corps.  Department 
headquarters  will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

A.  M.  YAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Gamp  Near  Longtown,  S.  C,  February  ^1,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  I  started  out  of  camp  about  9 
a.  ui.  to-day,  following  out  in  rear  of  the  Second  Division.  Leaving  it, 
however,  after  having  gone  some  ten  miles,  I  continued  with  my  com- 
mand in  the  direction  [of]  Longtown,  camping  within  one  mile  of  that 
place  at  8  in  the  evening,  two  brigades  looking  toward  it,  with  one 
facing  back  on  the  road  over  which  I  had  marched.  My  headquarters 
are  within  one  mile  of  the  cross-roads  at  Longtown. 
1  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  II.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


ITdqrr.  Seoonb  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Dutchman's  Greel\  S.  G.,  February  21,  18C5. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  left  camp  this  morning 
at  9.30  o'clock,  closely  following  the  Fourth  Division,  marching  to  this 
point,  which  it  reached  a  little  after  dark.    My  headquarters  are  about 
400  yards  east  of  the  crossing. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 

Hncip.s.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

BarrisoH^s  Gross-Eoads,  (S'.  6'.,  February  21,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adj%itant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Gorps  : 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  broke  camp 
at  intersection  of  Columbia,  Camden,  and  Winnsborough  roads  at  noon 
and  marched  via  Eound  Top  and  Concord  Church  to  Harrison's  Cross- 
Eoads,  encamping  at  11.45  i).  m.  Tlie  ground  upon  which  the  com- 
mand is  encamped  was  chosen  with  reference  to  the  comfort  of  the 
troops  rather  than  for  defensive  purposes.  Headquarters  are  at  the 
fork  of  the  roads;  distance  marched,  seventeen  miles. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Chap.  LIX.j  COEEESPONDKNCK,  ETC. — UNION.  515 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
In  the  Field,  on  Dutchman's  Greeh,  8.  C,  February  HI,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assintant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Arm,y  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  tlie  lionor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  commaud  this  instant :  1  broke  camp  near  Muddy  Springs 
at  5.30  a.  ni.,  and  moved  past  Round  Top  across  Twenty-five  Mile 
Creek  to  the  Camden  road,  striking  it  at  a  point  about  three  miles  dis- 
tant from  Ridgeway,  and  thence  to  the  right  along  the  Camden  road 
to  the  intersection  by  the  Rocky  Mount  road,  down  which  I  have  moved 
my  command  two  miles  and  placed  it  in  position  and  bivouac  on  the 
south  bank  of  Dutchman's  Creek. 

I  have  marched  my  division  twenty-one  miles,  most  of  the  roate 
traversed  being  by  private  roads. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 
Brevet  Major -General. 


Special       ^  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  >         In  the  Field,  on  Dutchman's  Creek,  8.  C, 

No.  22.  )  February  21, 1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  7  a.  m. 
to-morrow,  the  22d  instant,  on  Wateree  River,  taking  the  Rocky  Mount 
road,  in  the  following  order : 

First,  Third  Brigade  Infantry  and  battery;  second,  trains  in  same 
order  as  the  21st  instant;  third.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  marching  by 
the  side  of  the  trains;  fourth.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  with  strong 
lear  guard,  which  will  bring  forward  all  stragglers  of  whatever  com- 
mand. 

Inasmuch  as  this  division  will  probably  be  the  rear  of  the  column, 
the  troops  will  be  iu  readiness,  but  will  not  move  until  further  orders. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Simpson's  Turnout,  8.  C,  February  21,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  My  command  is  encamped  at  this  point,  six  miles  from 
Winnsborough.  We  have  destroyed  thirteen  miles  of  railroad  today. 
I  shall  move  to-morrow,  via  Winnsborough,  to  Poplar  Spring,  destroy- 
ing the  road  to  Winnsborough.  I  am  obliged  to  go  by  the  latter 
place,  as  there  is  no  road  leading  direct  from  hereto  Poplar  Spring. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  48.  )  Simpson's  Station,  8.  C,  February  21, 1865. 

The  march  to-morrow  will  be  via  Winnsborough  to  Poplar  Spring 
Post-Office. 
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The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  -will  have 
the  advance,  and  will  move  forward  at  8  a.  m. 

The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Third  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9  o'clock. 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  10  o'clock. 

The  train  of  the  First  Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division  train. 

A  brigade  from  each  division  will  be  detached  to  destroy  the  rail- 
road. The  First  Division  will  destroy  two  miles,  commencing  at  the 
station  and  working  north.  The  Fourth  Division  will  destroy  the  next 
two  miles,  and  the  Third  Division  the  next  two  miles.  The  work  will 
be  done  in  the  same  manner  as  to-day ;  that  is,  the  rails  will  be  twisted 
by  the  First  Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics,  and  Col.  J.  B.  Yates, 
commanding,  will  assign  three  companies  to  each  brigade  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  work  will  be  commenced  on  the  road  at  6  a.  m.,  and  as  soon 
as  finished  the  working  jiarties  will  move  forward,  following  the  com- 
mand. 

The  trains  of  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  and 
of  these  headquarters  will  move  next  after  the  troops  of  the  Third 
Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair; 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquartees  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Winnsborough,  S.  C,  February  21, 1865. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Army: 

General:  My  command  occupied  Winnsborongh  this  morning  at 
10  o'clock.    A  part  of  it  is  now  destroying  the  railroad  north  of  this 
place.    I  shall  await  further  orders  from  you  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOGUM, 

Major-  General. 

Special       ^  Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

Field  Orders,  V  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  24.  )  Winnsborongh,  S.  C,  February  21, 1865. 

The  First  and  Third  Divisions,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  with  the 
trains  of  the  entire  corps  and  all  the  pontoon  trains,  will  move  at  6 
a.m.  to-morrow  and  march  to  Rocky  Mount  Post-OfiBce,  on  the  Catawba 
Eiver,  General  Williams  will  endeavor  to  effect  a  crossing  at  that 
point  and  lay  a  pontoon  bridge.  The  Second  Division,  Twentieth 
Army  Corps,  will  be  employed  in  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  as  far 
north  as  White  Oak,  and  will  hold  Winnsborongh  until  this  destruc- 
tion is  completed.  The  trains  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  under  one  divis- 
ion, will  encamp  tomorrow  night  near  Wateree  Meeting  House.  The 
other  two  divisions  will  break  the  railroad  as  far  north  from  White 
Oak  as  possible,  and  will,  with  trains,  be  marched  on  the  23d  to  Rocky 
Mount  Post-Office,  on  the  Wateree  River. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
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Special       ^       Hdqks.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  \  Near  Winnsborough,  S.  C, 

No.  15.  )  February  31, 1865. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows: 

General  Carliii  will  move  at  G  a.  m.  by  the  most  direct  road  from 
Adger's  to  tlie  vicinity  of  Springwell  Post-Offlce,  and  will  destroy  the 
railroad  from  that  point  back  to  Youngsville. 

General  Baird,  marching  at  C.SO  a.  m.,  will  move  to  White  Oak  and 
will  destroy  the  road  from  that  point  to  Youngsville. 

General  Morgan,  with  the  trains  of  the  corps,  will  move  in  the  rear 
of  General  Baird  to  White  Oak  and  thence  to  Wateree  Meeting  House, 
and  will  park  the  trains  to-morrow  night  at  that  point,  on  the  left-hand 
side  of  the  road  from  Winnsborough  to  Gladden's  Grove  Post-Offlce. 

The  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition  trains  will  move  at  6  a.  m.  in 
the  rear  of  General  Baird  to  White  Oak,  and  thence  to  Wateree 
Meeting  House,  and  will  encamp  at  that  point. 

Corps  headquarters  will  be  with  General  Carlin's  division. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Tvfentieth  Corps, 

Near  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  8.  0., 

February  21, 1865. 

The  First  and  Third  Divisions  of  this  corps  will  march  to-morrow 
toward  Rocky  Mount  Post  Office,  as  follows: 

Third  Division,  without  trains,  at  6.30  a.  m. ;  First  Division  at  7  a.  m. 
General  Jackson  will  dispose  of  his  troops  so  as  to  cover  all  the  trains 
of  the  corps.  He  will  detail  three  regiments  as  a  rear  guard.  One 
section  of  artillery  will  march  with  the  rear ;  one  battery  will  march  in 
rear  of  General  Ward's  advance  brigade.  The  balance  of  the  artillery 
will  march  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division.  The  order  of  march  of  the 
trains  will  be:  Pontoon  train  immediately  behind  the  artillery,  Third 
Division  train.  First  Division  train,  Second  Division  train.  General 
Geary  will  leave  a  sufficient  force  at  Winnsborough  to  hold  that  place, 
and  with  the  balance  of  his  command  will  continue  the  destruction  of  the 
railroad  northward  to  White  Oak  Station.  As  soon  as  this  is  done  he 
will  march  his  whole  command,  via  Rocky  Mount  Post-Office,  to  rejoin 
the  corps. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 
Actinfi  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

p.  s. — This  order  will  supersede  the  former  order  given  for  to-mor- 
row's operations. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Near  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  S.  C,  February  21,  1865, 

Brigadier-General  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
General:  The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs   that  you 
move  all  the  trains  of  the  corps  escorted  by  your  division  to  the  vicinity 
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of  Wateree  Creek,  near  Wateree  Church,  starting  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
The  trains  will  move  in  the  following-  order:  Artillery,  pontoon  train, 
Second  Division,  Third  Division,  First  Division.  An  advanced  guard 
of  three  regiments  will  be  sufficient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

n.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqttaeters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Near  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  S.  C,  February  HI,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 
General  :  The  brevet  ma;ior-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  the  corps  will  march  from  here  to-morrow  to  the  vicinity  of 
Wateree  Meeting  House. 

In  the  absence  of  other  orders,  he  desires  that  as  soon  as  you  have 
completed  the  destruction  of  that  part  of  the  railroad  assigned  to  you 
that  you  rejoin  the  corps  with  your  command  at  the  above-mentioned 
point.  General  Ward  is  ordered  to  destroy  the  railroad  from  the  upper 
road  crossing  to  White  Oak  Station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        1        Headquarters  Second  Division, 
Field  Orders,  >  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  15.  3  Winnshorouf/h,  S.  C,  February  21,  1865. 

During  to-morrow  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  of  this  division 
will  continue  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  northward  as  far  as  White 
Oak,  if  possible. 

The  destruction  must  be  performed  most  thoroughly.    One  mile  well 
destroyed  is  worth  two  half  done. 
The  First  Brigade  will  remain  on  duty  in  Winnsborough  and  vicinity. 
Orders  will  be  issued  to-morrow  indicating  at  what  point  the  bri- 
gades will  concentrate. 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary. 

W.  T.  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 

In  the  Field,  Winnsborough,  February  21,  18G5. 
Major-General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  I  presume  you  now  to  be  about  Lemon's  or  Buckhead 
Post-OfiBce,  and  base  my  present  calculations  on  that  supp'osition.  I 
would  like  you  to  move  witli  your  whole  force  to  the  neii-hborhood  of 
Black  Stocks  Depot  or  Spriugwell  Post-Offlce,  taking  position  and 
maneuvering  so  as  to  seem  to  be  the  advance  of  the  whole  army  in  the 
direction  of  Chesterville  and  Charlotte,  and  to  cover  General  Davis' 
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operations  in  breaking  up  the  railroad  as  far  as  he  can  during  to-morrow 
and  next  day.  As  soon  as  Davis  withdraws  to  cross  the  Catawba,  move 
with  him  and  cross  to  the  east  bank  of  tlie  Catawba  (or  Wateree)  on  Slo- 
cum's  pontoons,  which  will  be  laid  at  Rocky  Mount  Post-Offlce.  I  would 
like  to  haveyoii  all  across  during  the  night  of  the.23d,  so  you  can  move 
next  day  on  Lancaster.  1  would  like  to  have  the  railroad  bridge  across 
Bioad  Kiver  at  the  mouth  of  Tiger  burned,  and  think  the  enemy  him- 
self will  burn  it  if  you  approach  it  or  send  a  snuill  x>arty  to  threaten 
it;  also  several  of  the  bridges  and  trestles  on  the  same  railroad  below 
where  it  crosses  Broad  River  about  Ashford's  Feriy  and  Dawkins'.  I 
hope  you  have  already  damaged  that  road  considerably.  L  wish,  as  a 
rule,  whenever  you  are  near  a  railroad,  you  will,  unless  cautioned  oth- 
erwise, have  your  men  burn  bridges,  depots,  and  water-tanks,  and 
break  switches;  also,  all  sawmills  should  be  destroyed,  not  only 
burned,  but  the  engines  and  boilers  disabled.  Davis  will  be  near  you 
and  will  be  at  hand  in  case  of  need,  but  I  don't  want  you  to  be  drawn 
off  so  that  you  can  not  have  your  trains  and  men  ready  to  pass  the 
pontoons  during  the  night  of  the  23d.  Better  caution  your  com- 
manders so  as  to  keep  in  the  foragers,  else  they  will  be  left  behind,  as 
some  were  about  Columbia.  I  v/ill  be  with  this  wing  some  days,  and 
should  like  to  see  you  either  here,  or,  better,  at  the  bridge  in  crossing 
the  Catawba.  I  inclose  you  General  Slocum's  orders  for  to-morrow 
and  next  day.*  General  Howard  will  be  at  Poplar  Spring  and  Peay's 
Ferry. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


February  21,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

Scouts  have  been  from  General  Terry's  left  to  the  river,  but  without 
meeting  the  enemy  or  head  of  General  Ames' column.  They  struck 
the  river  at  a  crib  wharf.  The  enemy's  line  seems  not  to  reach  the 
river,  but  General  Ames  should  find  out. 

COMSTOCK, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
GampheWs  Island,  N.  C,  February  21, 1865. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  S.  Dodge, 

Chief  Quartermaster: 
General  :  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  see  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  inclosed  order  t  (Special  Orders,  No.  10,  paragraph  3). 
The  general  further  directs  that  you  have  all  troops  that  may  arrive 
landed  at  Fort  Fisher  (Federal  Point)  until  further  orders.  From 
there  they  will  march  to  join  their  respective  commands,  providing 
themselves  with  three  days'  rations  when  they  start. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

'  See  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  24,  p.  516.  t  See  p.  520. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Campbell's  Island,  If.  C,  February  21, 1865—5.15  p.  m. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  S.  Dodge, 

Chief  Quartermaster : 
General  :  I  have  decided  not  to  transfer  General  Cox's  troops  to- 
night, and  may  not  do  it  at  all.  Hence  I  send  you  the  Christopher,  to 
assist  in  unloading  tlie  troops  which  have  Just  arrived.  As  soou  as 
you  have  them  unloaded  bring  them  directly  to  this  place  and  land 
them  on  the  east  bank.  I  would  like  to  get  them  all  to  this  place  to- 
morrow, if  possible.  Land  the  horses  at  the  Point  and  let  them 
march  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Send  some  ambulance  horses  to  General  Terry  as  soon  as  you 
get  them. 

J.  M.  S. 


Special  Orders,  ^    Hdqks.  Dept.  op  North  Carolina, 

\  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  10.  )  Campbell's  Island,  N.  C,  February  21,  1865. 

III.  All  the  pontoons,  flats,  and  navy  small  boats  will  be  ready  at  or 
near  the  mouth  of  Town  Creek  by  4  o'clock  this  p.  m.  to  carry  troops 
across  the  river. 

The  lightest  draft  steamer  will  be  near  the  steamer  S.  E.  Spauld- 
ing  to  render  any  assistance  that  may  be  necessary.  Two  steamers 
will  be  at  Fort  Anderson  by  dark  this  evening  to  transfer  Major-Gen- 
eral  Cox's  artillery  horses  and  wagons  to  Federal  Point. 

IV.  The  steamer  Eussia  will  proceed  to  Beaufort  Harbor,  K  C,  with 
dispatches  to  be  delivered  afjMorehead  City.  She  will  await  dispatches 
from  General  Palmer  and  return  to  these  headquarters, bringing  a  party 
of  operators  and  telegraph  repairers  for  duty  at  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Scholield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adpitant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
GampbelVs  Island,  N.  C,  February  21, 1865 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Ttcenty -third  Army  Corps  : 
If  you  can  destroy  the  bridge  over  Brunswick  Eiver  or  break  the 
railroad  to-day  do  so,  but  be  ready  to  cross  the  river  early  this  evening 
near  the  mouth  of.  To wu  Creek. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

February  21, 1865. 
General  Cox: 

General  :  My  last  report  from  General  Terry  indicates  that  he  will 
not  be  able  to  force  the  enemy  back  from  the  position  held  by  him  last 
evening.  General  Terry  thinks  Hoke  has  his  whole  force  in  his  front. 
It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  transfer  your  troops  to  the  east  bank 
ot  the  river  to-night.  The  men  will  be  put  across  in  small  boats  near 
the  mouth  of  Town  Creek  unless  Terry  succeeds  in  effecting  a  lodgment 
higher  up.  In  the  latter  event  I  will  signal  you.  Otherwise,  move 
your  troops  to  the  mouth  of  Town  Creek  without  further  orders.  Let 
your  artillery  and  animals  go  down  to  Fort  Anderson.  1  will  have 
them  sent  from  that  place  by  steamers  to  Federal  Point  this  evening. 

If  you  can  destroy  the  bridges  over  the  Brunswick  River  to-day  do  so, 
but  in  any  event  be  ready  to  commence  crossing  the  river  by  dusk  or 
earlier  if  practicable.    You  might  perhaps  send  back  a  brigade  or  two 
while  the  others  are  doing  the  work. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIKLD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Brunsicick  River  Ferry,  February  21,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding : 
My  head  of  column  reached  this  place  about  1  o'clock.  The  rebels 
had  partially  destroyed  their  pontoon  bridge,  but  from  the  wreck  I 
got  several  boats  and  have  put  a  regiment  over  on  the  island.  They 
got  most  of  the  way  across  when  the  enemy  opened  with  one  gun,  com- 
manding the  straight  road.  As  the  rest  of  the  island  seems  imprac- 
ticably swampy  this  checked  our  reconnaissance,  but  there  can  be 
little  doubt  the  rebels  are  evacuating.  They  have  made  immense  fires, 
the  smoke  of  which  you  must  have  seen,  indicating  that  they  are 
destroying  turpentine,  &c.  A  few  skirmishers  were  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Brunswick  Eiver  when  we  reached  it,  but  they  ran  at  once. 
The  enemy  has  destroyed  all  flat-boats  within  reach,  but  I  may  hunt 
some  up.  I  am  pushing  a  reconnaissance  farther  up  the  river  by  way 
oJ  threatening  to  cross  above  the  island  and  so  hasten  their  move- 
ments. I  shall  put  my  command  in  position  covering  the  crossing  and 
the  Georgetown  road,  and  watch  the  movements  in  the  town.  The 
railroad  bridge  across  Brunswick  River  is  partially  destroyed,  and  wo 
hear  the  cars  on  the  other  side  of  the  town  from  here.  I  cannot  doubt 
that  General  Terry  will  have  an  open  road  in  the  morning,  and  think 
from  the  general  indications  that  I  am  entirely  secure  here.  I  will 
face  in  all  directions  and  get  all  the  intelligence  I  can  while  awaiting 
orders.  There  is  no  railroad  or  other  bridge  over  Cape  Fear  River. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Brunswick  Bridge,  February  21, 1865 — 6  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield: 

Your  dispatch  directing  movement  is  only  just  received,  the  messen- 
ger having  lost  his  way.    As  I  am  eight  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Town 
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Creek,  and  it  is  already  dark,  your  directions  cannot  be  literally  fol- 
lowed, and  the  circumstances  impress  me  so  strongly  with  the  belief 
that  the  enemy  are  about  to  evacuate  Wilmington  to-night,  that  I 
yenture  to  send  one  brigade  now  and  wait  further  orders  before  with- 
drawing all.  It  will. take  all  night  to  get  the  whole  command  to  Town 
Creek,  and  it  seems  impossible  to  cross  them  all,  beginning  at  an  hour 
so  much  later  than  you  anticipated  when  sending  the  dispatch.  Some 
engineers  on  the  railroad  who  have  come  into  my  lines,  several  other 
citizens,  and  a  number  of  slaves  all  agree  in  reporting  the  inten- 
tion of  evacuating  immediately.  The  destruction  of  immense  quan- 
tities of  property  since  1  came  up  this  evening  looks  the  same  way.  I 
have  collected  and  repaired  nearly  all  of  the  pontoons  and  materials  of 
the  bridge,  and  had  begun  relaying  them  when  your  dispatch  came.  I 
cannot  retire  my  own  force  now  without  it  api)earing  a  retreat.  I 
would  be  entirely  willing  to  stay  here  with  one  brigade,  and  should 
feel  quite  confident  that  I  could  at  any  time  bring  it  off  safely,  if  we 
remained  here  several  days  even.  Thinking  you  would  not  desire 
more  troops  at  Town  Creek  than  you  can  cross  to-uight,  I  have  there- 
fore thought  you  would,  if  you  knew  all  the  circumstances,  think  it 
right  to  send  the  one  brigade;  and  if  more  can  cross  I  can  still  send 
them,  so  as  to  be  not  much  behind  the  others  if  the  messenger  makes 
reasonable  haste.  1  believe  I  mentioned  in  a  former  dispatch  that  the 
rebels  tliemselves  destroyed  the  Brunswick  Elver  railroad  bridge. 
"\  cry  respectfully, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


IlKADQUAltTEES   DKPAUTMENT   OP   KORTII   CAROLINA, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
February  SI,  1865—7.15  p.  m. 
General  Cox: 

General  :  My  orderlies  and  your  signal  officer  seem  to  have  got  lost, 
and  I  have  heard  nothing  from  you  since  10.30  a.  m.  1  sent  an  order 
to  you  by  an  orderly  on  foot  about  noon,  but  do  not  feel  at  all  certain 
that  it  has  reached  you.  I  want  you  to  move  back  abreast  of  the  fleet, 
just  above  the  mouth  of  Town  Creek,  to-night,  and  be  ready  to  cross 
the  river  at  dawn  of  day  in  the  morning.  Send  all  your  wagons  and 
horses  to  Fort  Anderson.  The  men  will  cross  in  small  boats.  Better 
send  a  regiment  with  your  wagons,  Isorses,  and  artillery.  Should  the 
enemy  be  in  force  in  your  front  it  might,  be  necessary  to  cross  Town 
Creek  before  crossing  the  river.  About  this,  act  according  to  your 
.judgment.  I  intended  you  to  cross  the  river  to-night,  but  it  is  now  too 
late. 

Yevy  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- Genera  I. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio 

February  31,  1865—10.20  ».  m. 
Major-General  Cox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps: 
General:  Your  dispatch  of  6  p.  m.  is  just  received  and  is  highly 
satisfactory.    The  one  of  an  earlier  date,  but  the  hour  not  given,  came 
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at  the  same  time.  About  7  o'clock  I  sent  anothei*  to  you  directing  you 
to  come  back.  I  hope  this  will  reach  you  in  time  to  take  its  place.  My 
orders  were  based  upon  General  Terry's  report  of  an  increase  of  the 
force  in  his  front,  and  that  of  prisoners  that  Hardee's  forces  had  arrived 
from  Charleston.  I  think  you  would  certainly  have  learned  it  if  the 
latter  were  true.  That  you  have  sent  one  brigade  back  is  well.  You 
may  send  another  as  soon  as  you  get  this  dispatch.  Keep  the  other 
two  where  you  are  until  daylight  in  the  morning.  Tlien  if  the  rebels 
have  gone  you  can  enter  the  town,  taking  care  to  hold  the  river  cross- 
ings. If  the  enemy  has  not  gone,  or  you  are  not  positive  that  he  is 
going,  then  move  back  and  cross  the  river  as  before  directed. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SGHOFIBLD, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


Headqxtauteks  Department  of  Noetii  Carolina, 

Army  op  the  Ohio, 
CamphelVs  Island,  N.  C,  February  SI,  1865 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Tiventy-third  Army  Corps : 
General  :  Send  back  another  brigade  as  soon  as  you  get  this  dis- 
patch. Keep  the  other  two  where  you  are  until  daylight  to-morrow. 
Then  if  the  enemy  has  gone  you  can  enter  the  town,  taking  care  to  hold 
the  river  crossing.  If  the  enemy  has  not  gone,  or  you  are  not  positive 
that  he  is  going,  then  come  back  and  cross  the  river. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SGHOFIBLD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Brunsiciclc  Ferry,  February  21,  1805 — 31.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Your  dispatch  of  7.15  is  just  received.  That  sent  this  morning 
reached  me  at  dark.  I  shall  put  the  rest  of  the  command  in  motion 
immediately  in  accordance  with  your  orders. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Brunswiclc  Ferry,  February  21,  1805 — Midnight. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding : 

Y'our  dispatch  of  lO.liO  received  in  time  to  stop  two  brigades.  Hen- 
derson's and  Moore's  have  gone  forward  and  will  report  at  the  river 
above  Town  Creek.  I  will  inform  you  of  any  changes  in  the  morning. 
The  railroad  employes  who  came  in  to  me  informed  me  positively  that 
Hardee's  troops  had  not  come  here. 

J,  d.  cox, 

Major-  General,  Comm  an  ding. 
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Hdqus.  Thibd  Division,  Twenty-thied  Akmt  Corps,' 

Brtinswicli  Ferry,  February  21,  1865 — Midnight. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Henderson, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 
I  have  received  a.  dispatch  from  General  Schofield,  couiitermiindiiig 
in  part  my  movement.    You  will,  however,  follow  Moore  with  your 
brigade  according  to  former  orders.    The  rest  of  the  division  I  will  keep 
here.    You  will  report  to  General  Schofield  and  please  deliver  or  send 
to  him  the  inclosed  dispatch.*    Your  horses  will  go  to  Fort  Anderson. 
Let  one  of  your  men  who  goes  with  them  notify  the  wagons  at  our  old 
camp  to  come  forward  according  to  first  order.    Your  regimental  bag- 
gage is  already  at  Fort  Anderson.     Communicate  with  General  Scho- 
field in  regard  to  getting  it  over  to  you. 
Yery  respectfully, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Forth  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
GawpheWs  Inland,  February  21,  1865 — 7  p.  m. 
llaj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  Fast  of  Cape  Fear  River : 
General:  I  have  just  received  your  dispatch  t  inclosing  one  from 
General  Ames.  I  approve  of  your  determination  to  call  him  in  and 
concentrate  your  troops  to  night.  Hold  on  where  you  are  until  I  can 
get  more  troops  on  that  side  of  the  river.  I  have  not  heard  from  Cox 
since  10.30  a.  m.,  when  he  was  near  the  mouth  of  Brunswick  River.  I 
will  send  him  across  the  river  to-morrow.  He  will  not  get  back  in 
time  to  cross  to-night. 

About  5,000  more  troops  have  arrived  off  the  bar  and  are  now 
nnloading.    I  hope  to  get  them  up  to-morrow.     Please  show  this  to 
General  Comstock  if  he  is  still  with  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 
Before  Wilmington,  N.  C,  February  21,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps  : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  with- 
draw your  force  from  your  present  position  to  the  ground  in  the  rear 
of  our  main  liue,  where  Abbott's  brigade  was  eucamijed  last  night, 
first  breaking  down  the  bridges  which  you  have  coustructed  across 
Barnard's  Creek.  He  desires  you  to  leave  a  small  picket  at  the  mill- 
dam  ;  also  to  leave  pickets  for  observation  between  the  mill-pond  and 
the  swamp  on  the  left  of  oui"  main  line.  Your  withdrawal,  of  course, 
should  be  conducted  in  perfect  silence,  so  as  to  leave  the  enemy  with 
the  impression  that  you  are  still  there. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEERY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  See  uext,  ante.  t  Not  found. 
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Hilton  Heau,  S.  C,  February  21,  1865. 

(lieceived  1.25  a.  m.  25tL.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Arrived  licre  from  Charleston  this  inoruing  and  shall  return  there 
to-morrow,  after  the  arrival  of  the  Arago  with  Northern  mails.  There 
are  eight  locomotives  and  other  rolling-stock  in  Charleston,  but  1  want 
some  engineers  to  run  them.  I  also  want  two  good  railroad  superin- 
tendents and  some  workmen.  I  am  already  advancing  on  the  Wilming- 
ton Railroad,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  aid  General  Sherman  by  reaching 
the  Santee  River  with  supplies  for  him.  I  have  no  news  from  Sherman 
later  than  his  reported  capture  of  Columbia.  1  hope  to  capture  George- 
town in  a  few  days,  either  by  an  attack  from  the  sea  or  by  moving 
down  with  a  force  north  of  the  Santee  River. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  (ilLLMOltE, 
Major-  General,  (Jommanding. 

(Copy  sent  by  Halleck  to  Grant,  February  25.) 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  February  21,  1865. 
Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Charleston,  S.  C: 
Admiral  :  I  am  moving  a  force  out  on  the  Northeastern  Railroad 
toward  the  Santee  River,  in  order  to  have  supplies  there  for  General 
Sherman,  should  he  require  them.  If  it  be  practicable  to  ascend  the 
Santee  River  with  transports  it  would  cover  my  movement  and  open  up 
even  a  better  line  for  sending  supplies  on  than  the  railroad.  Could  you 
send  some  gun-boats  up  on  a  reconnaissance  in  order  to  get  information 
as  to  the  character  of  that  stream  ?  Deserters  report  the  battery  at 
Georgetown  to  be  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send 
a  few  hundred  men  there  to-morrow,  and  request,  if  convenient,  that  a 
couple  of  gun-boats  be  detailed  to  accompany  them.  Will  you  please 
inform  me  if  this  can  be  done? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  21, 1805. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Commanding  District  of  Savannah,  Department  of  the  South: 
General:  I  inclose  herewith  a  communication*  to  the  commanding 
general  Confederate  forces  operating  near  this  dei^artment.    You  will 
have  it  placed,  as  soon  as  possible,  in  the  hands  of  the  officer  command- 
ing the  rebel  pickets  nearest  your  lines. 

Very  respectflally,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

*See  Gilliuore  to  CommandiDg  General  Confederate  Forces,  Department  of  South 
Carolina,  &c.,  February  16,  p.  452. 
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Wak  Department, 
Washington  City,  February  21,  1865 — 2  p.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Dix, 

N^cw  Yorl' : 

This  Department  lias  received  the  official  report  of  Major-Geiieral 
Gillmore,  auuouucing-  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  S.  0.,  to 
the  U.  S.  forces  under  his  command,  at  9  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning, 
the  18th  instant.  Among  the  captured  property  are  200  pieces  of  good 
artillery  and  a  supply  of  fine  ammunition.  The  euemy  burned  their 
cotton  warehouses,  arsenals,  quartermaster  stores,  railroad  bridges,  two 
iron-clads,  and  some  vessels  in  the  ship-yard. 

EDWIN  M.  STAISTTOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Same  to  Governor  Curtin,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Governor  Bradford, 
Annapolis,  Md. ;  Governor  Fenton,  Albany,  N.  Y. ;  Governor  Andrew, 
Boston, Mass.;  Governor  Smith, Providence,  E. I.;  Governor  Bucking- 
ham, New  Haven,  Conn. ;  Governor  Smith,  Saint  Albans,  Vt. ;  Governor 
Gilmore,  Concord,  N.  H.;  Governor  Cony,  Augusta,  Me.;  Governor 
Brough,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Governor  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  Gov- 
ernor Oglesby,  Springfield,  111.;  Governor  Stone,  Davenport,  Iowa; 
Governor  Lewis,  Madison,  Wis.;  (Tovernor  of  Michigan,  Detroit;  Gov- 
ernor Fletcher,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. ;  Governor  Carney,  Kansas  City,  Kans,) 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  22, 1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  following  items  are  taken  from  to-day's  Kichmond  papers: 

Our  readers  will  cheerfully  forego  their  desire  to  be  apprised  of  the  pending  mili- 
tary movements  in  the  CarolinHs  when  they  are  informed  that  onr  reticence  is  in 
compliance  with  wishes  which  have  been  communicated  to  all  the  newspapers.* 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  February  22,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Armies,  tfcc,  tfcc.  City  Point,  Va.: 
General:  Your  order  of  the  19th  instant  for  a  bridge  equipage  for 
General  Schofield,  communicated  to  this  department  by  General  Hal- 
leck,  chief  of  staff,  has  been  filled  as  follows:  Fifty  canvas  boats,  nine- 
teen boat  wagons  (16-feet  reach),  thirty  chess  wagons  (9-feet  reach) 
and  a  full  supply  of  balks  and  chesses,  and  army  wagons  for  the  trans- 
]>ortation  of  the  balks  and  chesses.    These  supplies  are  now  going  on 
board  the  transports  at  this  city  for  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICH'D  DELAPIELD, 
General  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 

*  For  portion  of  dispatch  here  omitted  see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  II,  p.  628. 
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Confidential.]  Quartekmaster-Geneeal's  Office, 

Washington,  1).  C,  February  2!.',  1865. 
Colonel  Card: 

General  Gillmore  lias  orders,  as  soon  as  he  is  in  possession  of  Charles- 
ton, to  diminish  t!ie  force  in  the  Dejiartment  of  the  South  to  what  will 
enable  hlni  to  hold  the  most  important  points  and  to  send  every  man 
he  can  spare  to  North  Carolina.  The  result  of  this  measure  will  be  to 
diminish  the  consumption  of  supplies  in  the  Department  of  the  South. 
The  transportation  Avagons  and  animals  of  the  detachment  lately  sent 
by  General  Thomas  from  the  Tennessee  River  to  New  Orleans  will  fol- 
low the  troops  as  rapidly  as  steamers  can  be  provided  to  move  them. 
Please  read  and  sign  this  and  return  it. 
Respectfully, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Qvarfermaster-Oeneral,  Brevet  Major- General. 

(Same  to  Colonel  Brown.) 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Peay^s  Ferry,  8.  C,  February  22,  1865. 
MaJ.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General:  A  negro  has  just  come  in  who  left  Charleston  on  Friday. 
The  rebels  all  left  Charleston  the  same  day  and  our  troops  immediately 
took  possession  of  the  city.  He  says  they  left  the  city  in  a  great  iiurry, 
leaving  several  light  batteries  for  want  of  horses,  all  their  heavy  guns, 
and  their  commissary  and  quartermaster's  stores.  He  accompanied 
the  troops  as  far  as  Summerville  and  Laurence,  where  they  stopped. 
Another  negro  has  come  in,  who  was  employed  in  the  engineer  depart- 
ment on  James  Island.  He  left  that  place  one  week  ago  last  Monday. 
He  says  all  the  engineers  left  the  same-  day,  going  direct  through 
Charleston  north.  He  came  through  Camden  last  Monday.  Says  that 
General  Beauregard  was  there  then,  but  not  many  troops.  He  says 
the  people  are  not  going  to  destroy  the  bridge,  in  the  hope  tliat  it  will  be 
better  for  the  town  if  it  should  be  captured.  The  pontoon  bridge  at 
this  point  was  begun  at  1  p.  m.  There  was  onlj^  a  picket-post  here, 
which  ran  away  at  the  approach  of  our  soldiers. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Roclcy  Mount  Post-  Office,  February  22,  1865 — 9  p.  m. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Gommwnding  Right  Wing: 
General:  Yours  of  to-day  from  Peay's  Ferry  has  just  been  re- 
ceived. General  Sherman  desires  me  to  say  he  would  like  to  have 
you  put  your  whole  command  over  the  river  with  due  expedition,  and 
suggests  it  would  be  well  to  move  out  in  the  direction  intended  some  ten 
or  twelve  miles,  say  Russell  Place,  until  the  high  or  table  land  may  be 
reached.  He  also  wishes  you  to  reconnoiter  for  roads  toward  Cheraw 
well,  and  toward  Camden,   Two  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  with 
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tlie  entire  train  of  this  wing  have  reached  this  poiat  and  are  mostly  in 
camp.  The  bridge  is  completed  ready  for  crossing.  The  balance  of 
the  command  are  destroying  railroad. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DATTOK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        )         Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  op  tue  Tennessee, 

No.  46.  )  N'car  Peafs  Ferry,  S.  C,  Fehrunry  22, 1865. 

I.  The  movements  to-morrow  will  commence  at  0.30  a.  m.  The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will 
cross  the  Wateree  at  Peay's  Ferry  and  move  by  the  most  direct  route, 
via  Liberty  Hill  and  Eed  Hill  Post-Office,  to  lower  Williams'  Oross- 
Eoads.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  com- 
manding, crossing  the  Wateree  at  Peay's  Ferry,  will  move  by  the  most 
direct  route,  via  Liberty  Hill  and  Russell  Place,  to  the  cross  roads  at 
Williams',  near  Copeland's.  If,  in  any  way,  corps  commanders  can  facil- 
itate the  movement  of  the  refugee  train,  or  better  provide  for  those 
belonging  to  it,  the  order  from  these  headquarters  organizing  that 
train  can  be  so  far  modified  by  them  as  they  tliink  best.  As  soon  as 
the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  has  crossed  the  Wateree  the  bridge  will 
bu  taken  up  and  will  follow  that  corps.  Department  headquarters 
will  follow  tiie  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

II.  All  foragers  and  others  not  authorized  to  be  mounted  will  be  dis- 
mounted at  the  crossing  of  the  Wateree,  and  the  worthless  animals 
will  be  abandoned  on  this  side  of  the  river.  Corps  commanders  will 
charge  their  chief  quartermaster  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Wateree  River,  S.  C,  February  22, 1865. 
Major-Generai  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Owing  to  the  utter  impossibility  of  moving  the  refugee 
train  over  the  heavy  and  ditiacult  roads  of  the  country  with  any  pros- 
pect of  getting  it  into  camp  at  a  reasonable  time  for  the  comfort  of  the 
refugees  themselves,  or  of  the  division  with  which  it  moves,  the  gen- 
eral commanding  has  decided  to  divide  the  train  proportionately  among 
the  respective  divisions  of  the  corps.  The  sections  will  report  for 
to-morrow's  march  as  they  may  be  assigned,  and  division  commanders 
will  please  designate  an  appropriate  place  for  them  in  their  column 
and  see  that  they  (the  refugees)  are  rationed  and  properly  cared  for 
in  every  particular.  Should  anj'  brigade  or  division  commander  desire 
to  have  a  refugee  family  move  with  his  headquarters,  he  will  be  allowed 
to  receive  them,  but  must  charge  himself  with  their  care  and  protec 
tion.  At  any  time  during  the  campaign  should  improper  persons  be 
found  with  the  column  the  general  commanding  directs  they  be  at  once 
removed  from  the  command. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Hazeu,  J.  E.  Smith,  and  Corse.) 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Akmy  Corps, 

Camp  near  Feuy's  Ferry,  /S'.  6'.,  February  22, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  at  G.30  o'clock  this  moruiiig  I 
received  orders  to  march  and  tit  ouce  started  on  the  road  toward 
Mickles'  Ferry,  as  directed.  Turning  at  Harrison's  to  the  left,  I  sent 
forward  two  regiments  to  the  ferry  for  the  puri)ose  of  making  the  dem- 
onstration ordered.  No  evidence  of  the  enemy  was  found  at  the  ferry. 
Continuing  on  the  road  toward  Peay's  Ferry,  I  arrived  in  its  vicinity 
a<-  4  p.  m.,  going  into  temporary  camp  with  my  troops,  where  1  am  at 
present  awaiting  orders.  My  headquarters  are  at  Peay's  plantation. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 


C.  K.  WOODS 


Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field.,  S.  C,  February  22,  1865. 
Capt.  Feed.  H.  Wilson, 

Actg,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Division,  15th  Army  Corps: 
Captain:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  for- 
ward the  following  statement  of  the  number  of  soldiers  captured  during 
the  night  of  the  fire  at  Columbia,  S.  C,  by  this  brigade:  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  136  enlisted  men ;  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  2G0  enlisted 
men;  total,  396. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  B.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Arhv  Corps, 

Near  Liberty  Bill,  iS'.  C,  February  22,  1S65. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  until  the  reception  of  Special  Orders, 
No.  53,  of  this  date,  from  headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  I  had 
supposed  the  mounting  of  foragers  authorized,  if  not  in  orders,  at 
least  from  custom  and  necessity.  Upon  this  supposition  1  had  directed 
my  brigade  conmianders  to  mount  about  5  per  cent,  of  tlieir  com- 
mand for  the  purpose  of  gathering  food.  They  had  done  tiiis  at  no 
little  trouble  and  had  just  reported  that  they  could  subsist  their  bri- 
gades with  but  little  assistance  from  the  commissary  of  subsistence. 
This  cannot  be  done  without  mounting  the  foragers,  and  as  our  main 
sui)plies  must  be  derived  this  way,  I  would  most  respectfully  call  espe- 
cial attention  to  this  subject.  Late  orders  regulating  issues  from  tlic 
wagons  make  it  necessary  for  each  division  of  the  army  to  procure 
from  the  country  about  7,000  pounds  of  food  daily,  which  amounts  do 
not  exist  along  the  immediate  lines  of  march,  but  must  be  procured 
from  points  more  or  less  remote  along  the  ilanks.  It  is  as  much  as 
footmen  can  do  to  make  long  marches  along  the  straiglit  line  of  the; 
road.  I  have  given  the  subject  of  foraging  my  closest  attention  since 
it  was  adopted  as  our  means  of  subsisting  the  army,  and  have  at  no 
time  permitted  more  than  the  minimum  number  uecessnry  to  perform 
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the  duty  to  be  mounted,  and  unless  they  are  so  authorized  or  mount 
themselves  without  authority  this  command  cannot  be  properly  fed. 
This  is  corroborated  by  all  my  brigade  commanders,  who,  with  myself, 
desire  only  the  best  interests  of  tlie  service.  On  the  late  campaign  in 
Georgia  I  found  no  difiQculty  in  supplying  my  command  and  furnished 
22,000  rations  to  needy  troops,  but  at  no  time  had  a  less  per  cent,  than 
5  of  my  men  mounted  and  never  had  any  of  them  dismounted.  Should 
this  arrangement  be  broken  up  my  supplies  will  fall  short  of  absolute 
necessity. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Liberty  Hill,  S.  C,  February  22, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at  C.30  this 
morning,  marching  to  the  Wateree  Eiver  (Peay's  Ferry),  making  that 
point  at  11  a.  m.,  and  after  waiting  till  3.30  p.  m.  it  crossed  the  pontoon 
bridge  and  marched  to  this  point,  making  it  at  about  sunset.  My 
headquarters  are  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  near  the  crossing  of 
Singleton  Creek. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-Gencral. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Peay''s  Ferry,  8.  C,  February  22,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteentli  Army  Corps  : 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  broke  camp 
at  Harrison's  Cross-Eoads  at  7  o'clock  this  a.  ra.,  and  marched  via  Pop- 
lar Springs  to  Peay's  Ferry,  crossing  the  Wateree  Eiver  after  dark  and 
encamping  with  reference  to  the  comfort  of  the  troops  near  the  river  at 
8.30  p.  m.  The  rear  of  the  command  did  not  arrive  in  cainp  until  11.30 
p.  m.,  the  passage  of  the  column  being  frequently  interrupted  for  the 
purpose  of  repairing  the  bridge.  Headquarters  are  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  south  of  the  main  road;  distance  marched,  eleven  miles. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  B.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major- General. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps 
In  the  Field,  near  Wateree  Creek,  S,  C,  February  22  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  command  this  day :  I  broke  camp  at  8  a.  m.  and  moved 
upon  the  Eocky  Mount  road  via  Poplar  Springs  and  the  intersection 
of  the  Carlyle  Court-House,  Winnsborough,  and  Eocky  Mount  roads 
taking  the  right-hand  and  direct  road  to  Peay's  Ferr3'^  and  the  Wateree 
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Eiver.  near  which  I  have  placed  my  command  in  bivouac,  having 
marched  ten  miles.  One  hundred  and  fifty  bales  of  cotton  were  burned 
by  my  orders  during  the  day. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  COESE, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

CiKCULAR  ^  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

>  In  the  Field,  near  Wateree  Biver,  S.  C, 

No.  6.      )  February  22,  1865. 

At  an  early  hour  to-morrow,  the  23d  instant,  this  command  will  be 
stripped  of  all  horses  and  mules  not  allowed  by  existing  orders  and 
regulations,  by  orders  from  corps  headquarters;  and  the  trains  of  this 
division,  especially  the  ordnance,  are  much  in  need  of  mules  to  haul 
them,  the  march  during  the  past  few  days  having  used  up  many  of  the 
animals.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that  all  surplus  animals  in  this 
division,  including  those  used  by  forage  details,  be  turned  over  to 
Capt.  H.  R.  Benjamin,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  before  march- 
ing to-morrow  morning.  After  crossing  the  river  a  new  system  of 
foraging  will  be  inaugurated  and  twenty  animals  furnished  to  each 
brigade  to  mount  details  for  that  purpose  from  the  quartermaster's 
department.  Officers  of  the  inspector-general's  department  will  report 
any  officer  who  attempts  to  avoid  compliance  with  this  order. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Gorse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVEETS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Wateree  Biver,  IS.  C,  February  22, 1865. 
Major  Burkhardt, 

Commanding  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry: 

Major:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  instruct  you 
to  move  your  command  in  advance  of  the  leading  division,  which  will 
break  camp  at  6.30  o'clock.  You  will  please  reconnoiter  for  a  road 
from  Liberty  Hill  to  Flat  Eock  Post-Office  via  either  Eussell  Place  or 
Eed  Hill  Post-Office,  and  will  start  your  i)arties  at  a  sufficiently  early 
hour  to  accomplish  some  good. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

\  Near  Foplar  Springs  Post-Office, 

No.  49.  )  February  22, 1865. 

The  command  will  move  forward  on  the  direct  road  to-morrow  and 
cross  the  Wateree  at  Peay's  Ferry. 

The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
have  the  advance  and  will  move  at  7  a.  m. 

The  First  Eegiment  Michigan  Engineers,  Col.  J.  B.  Yates  command- 
ing, with  their  tool  wagons,  will  follow  the  train  of  the  Fourth  Division. 

The  First  DiAasion,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  follow 
the  engineer  regiment  and  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  8  o'clock. 


532  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.       [Chap.  LIX. 

The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  follow 
the  First  Division  and  will  bo.  i)repared  to  move  at  9  o'clock. 

The  train  of  the  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  follow  the  train  of  the 
First  Division. 

The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  follow  the  ordnance  wagons  of 
the  rear  brigade  of  the  Fourth  Division. 

The  I>rinth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move  forward  on  the  direct 
road  to  Peay's  Ferry  at  6.30  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

0.  OADLE,  Je., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaeteks  Seventeenth  Ajimy  Corps, 

February  33, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  FoECE, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
Geneeal  :  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  direct 
you  to  move  your  troops  on  the  left  of  your  train  to-morrow,  also  not 
to  let  any  foragers  go  out  until  we  cross  the  river,  and  to  dismount  all 
unauthorized  parties  at  the  bridge.  After  crossing  the  river  a  brigade 
from  your  command  will  wait  until  the  bridge  is  taken  up,  when  they 
will  move  forward,  covering  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Je., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Oedees,  )  Hdqes.  Fotjeteenth  Aemy  Coeps, 
No.  10.  ]        Douglass^  Rouse,  February  22, 1865. 

The  First  and  Third  Divisions  of  the  corps  will  move  to-morrow  as 
follows : 

General  Carlin  will  march  at  6  a.  m.  upon  the  direct  road  toward 
Gladden's  Grove  PostOfiice.  Should  he  before  reaching  that  place  dis- 
cover any  good  road  leading  more  directly  to  Rocky  Mount  Post-OfQce 
via  Gladden's  Grove  [sic]. 

General  Baird,  marching  at  6.30  a.  m.,  will  follow  General  Carlin. 
Corijs  headquarters  will  move  between  the  two  divisions. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 
Lieutenant- (J olonel  and  Chief  of  Sta^. 


Special        )       Headqxjaetees  Second  Division, 
Field  Oedeks,  >  Twentieth  Aemy  Coeps, 

No.  16.  )  Wateree  Church,  S.  C,  February  22,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Rocky  Mount  Post-Office 
starting  at  6.30  a.  m.    Order  of  brigades :  Second,  Third,  First. 
The  train  will  march  in  rear  of  the  leading  brigade. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T,  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqbs.  Cavalry  Command,  Army  op  Invasion, 
Douglass'  House,  near  Black  Stoclcs  Station,  Fehruanj  22,  1805. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton,  A.  A.  (?.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

^^^A^^'^V  ^  ^^  now  encamped  at  Springville  fSpriiigwelll,  on  rail- 
road, and  across  to  J.  Y.  Mills'  house,  on  Little  Eo^ky  Creek.     My 
advance  has  been  to  within  five  miles  of  ChesterviUe.    A  portion  of 
Wheeler's  cavaky  is  at  that  point,  but  he  and  Hampton  are  moving 
toward  Landsford.    General  Carlin  encamps  to-night  at  Younffsville 
iwill  move  at  a,n  early  hour  for  the  pontoon,  and  my  first  brigade  (Gen- 
eral Atkms)  will  be  at  the  river  ready  to  cross  at  3  p.  m.  to-morrow. 
ay  rapid  marching  I  can  reach  Lancaster  before  the  half  of  the  rebel 
cavalry  can  reach  that  point.     I  think,  however,  they  are  marching  for 
i^harlotte.    Cheatham  has  not  yet  crossed  Broad  Eiver;  was  making 
preparations  to  do  so  to-day.     The  bridges  you  wished  destroyed  were 
all  burned  by  Captain  Northrop  of  my  staff.    An  infantry  lieutenant 
and  seven  men  were  murdered  yesterday  by  the  Eighth  Texas  Cavalry 
atter  they  had  surrendered.    We  found  their  bodies  all  together  and 
mutilated,  with  paper  on  their  breasts,  saying,  "Death  to  foragers." 
Eighteen  of  my  men  were  killed  yesterday  and  some  had  their  throats 
cut.    There  is  no  doubt  about  this,  general,  and  I  have  sent  Wheeler 
word  that  I  intend  to  hang  eighteen  of  his  men,  and  if  the  cowardly 
act  is  repeated,  will  burn  every  house  along  my  line  of  march,  and  that 
can  be  reached  by  my  scouting  parties.    I  have  a  number  of  prisoners, 
and  shall  take  a  fearful  revenge.    My  people  were  deliberately  mur- 
dered and  by  a  scouting  party  of  300  men  commanded  by  a  lieutenant- 
colonel.    I  will  try  and  see  the  general-in-chief  at  the  bridge. 
"Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  KILPATEICK, 

Brevet  Major- General, 

Flag-Steamee  Philadelphia, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  February  22,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  Comdg.  Department  of  the  South: 

General  :  I  am  just  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  to-day,* 
stating  that  you  are  about  to  move  a  force  toward  the  Santee  Eiver, 
and  asking  if  I  could  send  some  gun-boats  on  a  reconnaissance  in  that 
river.  In  reply,  I  am  able  to  inform  you  that  with  a  view  to  some  com- 
munication with  General  Sherman  I  had  already  placed  two  gun-boats 
inside  the  harbor  of  Georgetown,  and  have  ordered  other  vessels  there, 
to  be  in  readiness  for  any  movement  that  might  be  of  use  to  General 
Slierman.  The  Santee  has  but  little  depth  at  its  bar,  and  I  am  there- 
fore obliged  to  send  such  vessels  as  can  enter.  The  Geranium,  a  tug  of 
about  six  or  seven  feet  draft,  was  sent  there,  with  two  howitzer 
launches,  to  pioneer  the  way  for  the  McDonough,  and  to  examine  the 
channel  as  well  as  the  road  to  Georgetown.  I  just  learn  that  the  Gera- 
nium finds  it  too  rough,  and  is  now  at  Georgetown  awaiting  an  oppor- 
tunity to  get  into  the  Santee,  but  she  will  no  doubt  obey  the  orders  as 
soon  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so.  Am  I  to  understand  tbat  the  gun-b(mts 
are  to  accompany  the  troops  from  this  place  to  Georgetown  or  after 
they  reach  that  place  ?  Orders  for  either  will  be  given  if  you  will  please 
to  let  me  know  what  you  desire. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  J.  A.  DAHLGEEK, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

*See2l8t,p.525. 


534  OPEKATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.       [Chap.  LIX. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  February  22,  1865. 
Brig.  Gren.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South  : 
General  :  I  am  most  anxious  that  you  should  reach  here,  so  that  I 
can  put  Colonel  Van  Wyck's  brigade  under  the  control  of  General 
Schimmelfennig.  The  One  hundi'ed  and  flity-seventh  New  York  Eegi- 
inent,  if  not  a  part  of  Van  Wyck's  brigade,  must  be  sent  with  it.  If 
the  reports  from  Georgetown  be  confirmed,  a  very  small  force  will  suf- 
fice for  that  diversion,  and  General  Schimmelfennig  will  make  it.  I 
shall  want  the  balance  of  your  command  very  soon  for  operations  else- 
where, and  want  them  in  good  condition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  February  22, 1865. 

Memorandum  for  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig: 

First.  Communication  should  be  opened  with  General  Hatch.  Sec- 
ond. Colonel  Van  Wyck's  brigade  should  be  placed  on  the  Northeastern 
Eailroad  without  delay.  Third.  Colonel  Brown's  regiment  (One  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers)  to  make  a  diversion  to 
Georgetown ;  batteries  at  that  place  to  be  dismantled.  Fourth.  If  prac- 
ticable. Colonel  Brown's  force  should  then  be  sent  up  the  Santee  to  the 
railroad  bridge,  to  join  General  Potter;  ascertain  the  practicability 
from  the  navy.  Fifth.  Eations  arriving  from  Hilton  Head  need  not  be 
unloaded. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  February  22,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding  Northern  District,  Department  of  the  South  : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  state 
that  Admiral  Dahlgren  will  furnish  the  necessary  co-operation  for  the 
Georgetown  expedition,  and  you  are  therefore  requested  to  communicate 
with  him.  The  expedition  must  get  off  as  soon  as  possible.  If  you 
desire  any  action  upon  any  matters  of  especial  importance,  please  send 
word  to  the  major-general  commanding,  on  board  steamer  Diamond 
any  time  this  evening.  The  major  general  commanding  directs  that 
your  provost-marshal  be  ordered  to  allow  no  citizen  to  land  here  with- 
out a  pass  from  proper  authority. 

Very  respeotfally,  yt)ur  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  February  22, 1865, 
Lieuteuant-General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Ya. : 
General:  I  have  the  satisfactiou  of  announcing  the  capture  of 
Wilmington.  On  the  19th,  after  the  capture  of  Fort  Anderson,  we 
found  the  enemy  in  position  behind  Town  Creek,  and  opposite  to  its 
mouth,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  During  the  night  I  transferred 
General  Ames'  division,  which  had  been  operating  with  General  Cox 
against  Fort  Anderson,  to  the  east  bank,  to  rejoin  General  Terry,  On 
the  20th  General  Terry  pushed  the  enemy  back  to  a  point  about  four 
miles  from  Wilmington,  where  he  appeared  in  force  behind  strong 
intrenchments.  General  Terry's  loss  was  about  50  men  killed  and 
wounded.  General  Cox  crossed  Town  Creek  by  the  use  of  a  single  flat- 
boat,  attacked  and  drove  the  enemy  in  confusion  from  the  field,  captur- 
ing 375  prisoners  and  2  pieces  of  artillery.  Yesterday  the  enemy 
concentrated  nearly  his  entire  force  against  General  Terry  and  prevented 
any  farther  advance.  General  Cox  pushed  forward  to  the  crossing  of 
Brunswick  Eiver  and  secured  possession  of  the  main  portion  of  a 
pontoon  bridge,  which  the  enemy  fired  on  his  approach.  By  the  use  of 
the  boats  General  Cox  put  some  men  on  Eagle  Island  and  threatened 
to  cross  the  river  above  Wilmington,  The  enemy  at  once  set  fire  to 
his  military  and  naval  stores,  steamers,  boats,  cotton,  &c,,  and  com- 
menced his  retreat  at  dark.  Our  troops  entered  the  city  soon  after 
daylight  this  morning.  The  enemy  has  gone  toward  GoMsborough, 
and  General  Terry  is  in  pursuit.  Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  since 
we  left  Fort  Fisher  is  probably  only  about  200  men.  That  of  the  enemy 
is  not  much  larger  in  killed  and  wounded,  but  we  have  taken  about 
800  prisoners,  besides  a  large  number  of  stragglers  and  deserters.  A 
large  amount  of  heavy  artillery  and  a  few  field  pieces  have  fallen  into 
our  hands.  The  admiral  is  now  clearing  away  the  obstructions  in  the 
river,  and  we  hope  to  get  the  transports  up  tx)-day. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M,  SCHOPIELD, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs,  Third  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  14.  ]  Wilmington,  N.  C,  February  22,  1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  William  J,  Jordan,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  provost-marshal  of  Wil- 
mington during  the  temporary  stay  of  this  division,  and  will  issue  such 
orders  and  regulations  for  the  establishment  of  good  order  and  disci- 
pline in  this  vicinity  as  he  may  deem  necessary, 

II.  During  the  temporary  stay  of  this  division  at  Wilmington  the 
One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  is  assigned  to  duty 
as  provost  guard. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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BLdqrs.  TinKD  Division,  Twenty-thikd  Akmy  Ooeps, 

Right  BanJc  Brunswick  River,  February  22,  1865. 
Jirevet  Brigadier-General  Henderson,  Comdg.  Third  Brigade  : 

(lENERAL:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  your 
brigade  to  this  place  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning,  as  you  may  prefer. 
On  arriving  here  you  will  put  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  Illinois  in 
position  on  this  bank  of  the  Brunswick  Eiver,  as  giaard  to  the  bridge, 
and  have  them  construct  works  for  its  protection.  The  other  regiments 
you  will  i)lease  report  with  to  these  headquarters  in  "Wilmington.  On 
leaving  j'our  present  position  you  will  relieve  the  guards  at  Town  Creek 
bridge  and  bring  them  with  you  to  their  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  COX, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaeters  Provisional  Corps, 

Xaar  Wilmington,  If.  C,  February  22,  1865. 
i>vt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames, 

Commanding  tSecond  Division,  Tiventy-fonrth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  will 
recall  the  brigade  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  plank  road,  and  follow  Gen- 
eva] Paine  with  your  whole  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TERRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


New  York,  February  22, 1865. 
lion.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Y'ou  wi.shed  me  some  time  ago  to  see  to  the  old  Sumter  flag.  I  did 
see.  It  is  in  the  vault  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce.  Can  I  send  it  back 
and  have  it  posted  in  its  old  place? 

JOHN   A.  DIX, 

Major-Gcneral. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  23, 1865 — 3  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  W ashi7igton  : 

Deserters  to-day  report  Sherman  in  Charlotte.      The    Richmond 
papers  of  to-dav,  true  to  their  word  of  yesterday,  give  no  news. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Army  of  the  James, 

February  23,- 1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Hendquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point  : 
The  Richmond  Examiner  of  this  morning  has  the  following: 

We  learned  officially  at  a  late  hourlast  night  tliat  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  was 
yesterday  ordered  hy  the  Government  to  report  to  General  Lee  for  duty.  It  is 
believed  that  General  Johnston  will  he  immediately  appointed  to  command  the  army 


in  front  of  Sherman. 


E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  Fehrmry  2-%  18Cr,. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 
1  see  by  the  papers  that  an  efi'ort  is  being  made  to  induce  the  Presi- 
dent to  appoint  General  Butler  provost-marshal  of  Charleston  and 
South  Carolina.  I  cannot  believe  this  will  be  done,  but  write  to 
respectfully  enter  my  protest.  There  are  many  reasons  which  I  might 
give  why  General  Butler  should  not  be  placed  on  duty  again,  but 
1  think  two  of  them  are  sufficient— his  order  to  his  troops  on  being 
relieved  from  duty,  and  his  Lowell  speech. 

IJ.  S.  GEAISTT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Rocky  Mount,  February  23, 1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Hoavaed, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing: 
General  :  I  have  just  been  down  to  the  bridge.  It  will  take  all  of 
to-day  and  to-morrow  to  get  this  wing  across  and  out.  You  jnay  go 
ahead,  but  keep  communication  with  me.  I  expect  Kilpatrick  here  this 
p.  m.  and  will  send  him  well  to  the  left.  He  reports  that  two  of  his 
foraging  parties  were  murdered  by  the  enemy  after  capture  and 
labeled,  "  Death  to  all  foragers."  Now  it  is  clearly  our  war  right  to 
subsist  our  army  on  the  enemy.  Napoleon  always  did  it,  but  could 
avail  himself  of  the  civil  powers  he  found  in  existence  to  collect  forage 
and  provisions  by  regular  impressments.  We  cannot  do  that  here,  and 
I  contend  if  the  enemy  fails  ^;o  defend  his  country  we  may  rightfully 
appropriate  what  we  want.  If  our  foragers  act  under  mine,  yours,  or 
other  proper  orders  they  must  be  protected.  I  have  ordered  Kilpat- 
rick to  select  of  his  prisoners  man  for  man,  shoot  them,  and  leave  them 
by  the  I'oadside  labeled,  so  that  our  enemy  will  see  that  for  every  man 
he  executes  he  takes  the  life  of  one  of  his  own.  I  want  the  foragers, 
however,  to  be  Icept  within  reasonable  bounds  for  the  sake  of  disci- 
pline. I  will  not  protect  them  when  they  enter  dwellings  and  commit 
wanton  waste,  such  as  woman's  apparel,  jewelry,  and  such  things  as 
are  not  needed  by  our  army ;  but  they  may  destroy  cotton  or  tobacco, 
because  these  are  assumed  by  the  rebel  Government  to  belong  to  it, 
and  are  used  as  a  valuable  source  of  revenue.  Nor  will  I  consent  to 
our  enemy  taking  the  lives  of  our  men  on  their  judgment.  They  have 
lost  all  title  to  property,  and  can  lose  nothing  not  already  forfeited; 
but  we  should  punish  for  a  departure  from  our  orders,  and  if  the  people 
resist  our  foragers  I  will  not  deem  it  wrong,  but  the  Confederate  army 
must  not  be  supposed  the  champion  of  any  people.  I  lay  down  these 
general  rules  and  wish  you  to  be  governed  by  them.  If  any  of  your 
foragers  are  murdered,  take  life  for  life,  leaving  a  record  of  each  case. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

W,  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Bed  Hill  Post-Office,  February  23, 1865 — 12  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  : 

General  :  Captain  Dayton's  dispatch  of  9  p.  m.  yesterday  is  just 
received.    General  Logan's  head  of  column  is  already  near  Flat  Eock. 
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General  Blair  has  been  directed  to  reach  Eussell  Place  with  his  head 
of  column  to-night.  I  have  two  bridges,  a  wagon  bridge  and  loot 
bridge,  across  the  river,  and  if  it  does  not  rain  expect  to  get  every- 
thing across  before  night.  The  roads  I  have  marked  out  are  for  Gen- 
eral Blair  to  move  from  Eussell  Place  to  Williams',  near  Copeland's, 
thence  by  country  roads  to  Young's  Bridge ;  for  General  Logan  to  move 
from  Flat  Kock  to  lower  Williams'  Cross-Eoads,  thence  to  Tillersville 
Post  Office.  The  two  corps  will  then  concentrate  at  Cheraw.  I  found 
a  good  road  directly  from  Liberty  Hill  to  Plat  Eock.  Two  of  General 
Logan's  divisions  are  moving  on  a  road  a  little  farther  south.  There 
is  a  road  als©  from  Eussell  Place  to  Flat  Eock,  via  an  old  mill,  that  is 
shorter  than  any  laid  down  on  the  maps.  My  headquarters  will  be  at 
this  point  to-night,  viz,  at  Patterson's  Cross-Eoads,  so  as  to  be  within 
easy  communication  with  General  Blair  and  General  Logan. 
Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Bocky  Mount,  February  23,  1865. 
General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing: 

General:  Your  note  of  today  is  received.  I  don't  see  as  we  can 
do  better  than  follow  the  roads  you  have  indicated,  although  they  carry 
you  too  far  south.  Davis  will  cross  to-morrow  and  get  on  the  road 
irom  Lancaster  to  Cheraw  via  Chesterfield.  Williams  is  now  at  Colonel 
Ballard's,  but  his  trains  are  not  yet  across.  Kilpatrick  will  cross  at  7 
p.  m.,  move  out  five  miles,  and  to-morrow  move  to  Lancaster,  and 
there  await  Davis'  coming.  I  will  accompany  Williams,  and  expect 
to  be  about  Hanging  Eock  to-morrow  night,  thence  will  find  a  road 
across  to  Chesterfield.  I  fear  much  the  present  rain  will  make  the 
roads  very  bad.  You  will  have  better  roads  and  should  move  slower. 
If  circumstances  warrant,  you  might  send  a  small  cavalry  force  into 
Camden  and  get  more  positive  news  of  Charleston.  It  might  save  you 
being  troubled  by  cavalry  to  burn  the  bridge.  If  you  should  calculate 
that  you  will  reach  Cheraw  much  in  advance  of  us  you  may  threaten 
Florence,  or  actually  break  the  railroad  near  there,  to  divert  attention 
from  our  real  course. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 


Special       ")        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  [•  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

No.  47.  )  Patterson's  Gross-Roads,  S.  C,  February  23, 1865. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  commence  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  move  via 
the  lower  Williams'  Cross-Eoads  to  the  cross-roads  at  West's.  The 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will 
move  by  the  country  roads  via  Copeland's  and  Williams'  Cross-Eoads 
in  the  direction  of  Young's  Bridge,  making  sufficient  distance  to  enable 
the  corps  to  reach  that  point  the  following  day.  Department  head- 
quarters will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 
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One  section  of  the  bridge  train  will  move  by  the  direct  road  from  Lib- 
erty Hill  to  Flat  Eock  Post-Office  and  follow  tlie  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps;  the  other  section  will  follow  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  A 
rear  guard  from  each  corps  will  follow  the  section  of  the  bridge  train. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[February  23,  18G5.— For  complimentary  letter  from  Howard  to 
Logan,  see  Part  T,  p.  241.  J 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Flat  Rock  Church,  H.  C,  February  23,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  WooDHtrLL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  I  left  my  camp  near  Wateree 
Eiver  at  7  this  morning,  marching  toward  the  ferry,  crossing  on  the 
pontoon  boats.  I  followed  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division  on  the  same 
road,  going  into  camp  at  5  in  the  evening  in  the  vicinity  of  Flat  Eock 
Church.  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  left  one  brigade  of  my  division 
(the  Third,  Colonel  Stone  commanding)  back  at  Eed  Hill,  where  it 
now  is  awaiting  orders.  The  remaining  two  brigades  are  encamped  on 
tlie  Camden  road,  facing  southeast.  My  headquarters  are  near  the 
church. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfidly, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Flat  BocJc  Church,  S.  C,  February  S3,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  movement  will 
be  continued  to-morrow  on  West's  Cross-Eoads,  via  the  lower  Wil- 
liams' Cross-Eoads,  and  that  you  will  have  the  advance.  You  will 
please  make  your  dispositions  to  move  out  at  6.30  a.  m.,  on  such  roads 
as  may  be  indicated  in  the  morning,  by  one  of  the  staff'  officers  of  the 
commanding  general. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

White  Oak  Creek,  i^.  C,  February  23, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  passed  out  of  camp 
yesterday  at  12  m.,  reaching  this  point  at  5  p.  m.    My  headquarters 

are  at  the plantation, 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqes.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Flat  Bode  Church,  8.  G.,  February  33,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHTJLL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  broke  camp 
at  Peay's  Ferry  at  6.  30  o'clock  this  a.  m.  and  marched  in  advance,  via 
Liberty  Hill  on road  to  Flat  Rock  Church,  head  of  column  arriv- 
ing at  2  p.  m.;  distance  marched,  seventeen  miles.  The  division  is 
encamped  in  line,  the  First  Brigade  on  the  right  of  the  Lancaster  road 
fronting  northeast;  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  left  of  same  road,  front- 
ing north;  artillery  in  rear  of  First  Brigade.  These  headquarters  are 
at  Hunter's  house. 

I  am,  maior,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  '  3:SO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Flat  Bock  Church,  8.  C,  February  23, 1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith,      . 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
General:    I   have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the   movement 
will  be  continued  to-morrow  on  West's  Cross-Koads  via  the  lower 
Williams'  Cross-Roads.    You  will  please  follow  in  rear  of  General 
Woods'  command. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  MAX.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  White  Oak  Creek,  8.  C,  February  23,  1865. 

[Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General :] 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows,  in  regard  to  the  move- 
ments of  my  command  during  this  day:  I  broke  camp  at  7  a.  m.,  and 
crossing  the  Wateree  River  moved  in  rear  of  the  Second  Division, 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  to  Liberty  Hill,  and  from  thence  to  the  right  on 
the  Camden  road,  a  distance  of  three  miles,  where  I  passed  to  the  left 
and  pursued  a  field  road  to  its  intersection  with  another  road,  well 
traveled,  and  also  designated  as  the  Camden  road,  down  whfch  I  moved 
as  far  as  White  Oak  Creek,  and  placed  my  command  in  bivouac  at  10 
p.  m.,  having  marched  fourteen  miles,  most  of  the  distance  after  2  p.  m. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CORSE, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special       )  Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  near  White  Oak  Creek, 

No.  24.  )  February  23,  1865. 

The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  7.30  a.  m.  this  instant,  follow- 
ing the  First  Division,  the  movement  to  be  on  lower  Williams'  Cross- 
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Roads,  southeast  of  Plat  Rock  Post-Offlce,  in  the  following  order,  viz: 
The  First  Brigade  in  advance,  followed  by  the  Second  Brigade  (march- 
ing by  the  side  of  the  trains  as  heretofore),  and  the  Third  Brigade  in 
rear,  with  one  regiment  moving  by  the  side  of  the  supply  train. 

Trains  to  move  in  same  order  as  on  the  22d  instant,  following  the 
First  Brigade,  the  battery  moving  within  this  brigade. 

The  pioneer  corps  will  take  the  advance,  as  usual. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Hdqks.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Patterson^s  Gross-Roads,  February  23, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 
General  :  Our  headquarters  are  at  this  point.  The  Fifteenth  Corps, 
instead  of  being  at  the  place  indicated  in  the  order  of  march,  will 
be  near  Flat  Rock.  The  general  wishes  you  to  get  one  division  as 
far  as  Russell  Place  if  possible;  the  other  divisions  as  far  as  Liberty 
Hill,  as  in  case  a  rain  should  come  on  it  will  be  very  dif&cult  to  get 
over  the  road.  There  is  a  good  road  from  Russell  Place  to  Plat  Rock 
Post-OfBce. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Patterson's  Gross-Boads,  February  23,  18Go. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 
General  :  Your  note  by  Colonel  Hickenlooper  is  just  received.  I 
only  wished  you  to  get  your  head  of  column  to  Russell  Place.  You  did 
have  an  independent  road  after  getting  to  Liberty  Hill,  and  your  road 
is  independent  all  the  way  to  Young's  Bridge.  There  was  but  one  road 
that  I  could  find  between  the  bridge  and  Liberty  Hill.  To-morrow  if 
you  will  make  Williams'  Cross-Roads,  near  Copeland's,  I  will  be  satis- 
fied. Please  take  one  section  of  the  bridge  train  along  with  you  and 
allow  the  other  to  come  straight  to  Flat  Rock.  The  roads  are  good 
after  reaching  the  table-laud ;  that  is,  good  before  the  rain.  There  is 
no  haste,  as  I  find  it  will  take  all  day  to-morrow  for  the  Left  Wing  to 
get  across  the  Wateree.  Headquarters  to-morrow  night  will  be  at 
lower  Williams'  Cross-Roads. 
Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

>fo.  50.  ]  Liberty  Hill,  8.  G.,  February  23,  1865. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  via  Russell  Place  and  Copeland's 
in  the  direction  of  Young's  Bridge. 
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The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
move  forward  at  7  a.  m. 

The  First  Michigan  Engineers,  Ool.  J.  B.  Yates  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Fourth  Division. 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  move 
forward  at  6  a.  m.,  following  the  First  Michigan  Engineers. 

The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  move 
forward  at  6  a.  m.,  following  the  First  Division. 

The  train "  of  the  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  follow  the  First 
Division  train. 

If  practicable  the  troops  will  move  by  the  side  of  the  train,  keeping 
to  the  right. 

Corps  headquarters  train  will  follow  the  headquarters  train  of  the 
Fourth  Division. 

The  section  of  the  bridge  train  that  moves  with  this  corps  will  follow 
the  train  of  the  Third  Division,  and  General  Force  will  move  two  regi- 
ments in  rear  of  it  as  rear  guard. 

The  other  section  of  the  train  will  move  after  the  Third  Division 
train  until  it  reaches  Liberty  Hill,  where  it  will  take  the  road  to  Flat 
Eock  Post-Of&ce  and  move  with  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  6.30 
a.  m. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  44.  I  Catawba  River,  S.  C,  February  23, 1865. 

This  command  will  move  forward Ao-morrow  at  6  a.  m.,  in  the  follow- 
ing order,  following  First  Division:  First,  First  Brigade;  second,  Bat- 
tery Fifteenth  Ohio ;  third.  Second  Brigade.  Ambulances  and  trains 
in  usual  order. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Rocky  Mount  Post-Office,  S.  G.,  February  23,  1865. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wirvg: 
General:  The  general-in-chief  has  directed  General  Kilpatrick, 
who  is  here  with  his  command,  to  commence  crossing  at  7  p.  m. 
to-night,  and  occupy  the  bridge  until  his  command  is  entirely  over. 
In  the  meantime  he  wishes  you  to  push  your  train  over  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  and  as  soon  as  the  cavalry  is  over  to  resume  the  use  of  the 
bridge  until  your  entire  command  is  over. 
I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Bocky  Mount,  February  23, 1865—9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing  : 
General  :  General  Kilpatrick  is  now  waiting,  and  has  been  since  7 
o'clock,  to  cross  the  bridge  with  his  command.    By  direction  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman  a  staff  officer  has  stopped  your  train  for  use  of  General 
Kilpatrick. 

1  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headqxjaktees  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Eocly  Mount  Post-Office,  February  23, 1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  cross 
your  command  to-morrow  over  the  Catawba  Eiver  at  this  point  and 
move  to  Dry  Creek  Post-OfBce.  You  can  probably  find  a  road  from 
near  Tillman's  directly  across  to  the  post-office.  On  the  following  day 
(the  25th)  he  wishes  you  to  move  to  Hickory  Head.  In  the  absence  of 
further  orders  you  will  continue  the  march  to  Chesterfield  Court- House 
by  the  road  leading  through  Blakeny's  and  Mount  Croghan,  The  gen- 
eral hopes  both  corps  will  reach  near  Chesterfield  Court-House  on  the 
night  of  the  27th. 

Very  respectfully,  youx  obedient  servant, 

EOBT,  P.  DECHBET, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Colonel  BallarWs  Farm,  8.  C,  February  23, 1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Chesterfield,  as  follows : 
First  Division  at  6.30  a.  m..  Third  Division  at  8  a.  m..  Second  Division 
at  9  a.  m.  The  troops  of  the  First  Division  will  march  unencumbered 
in  the  advance.  General  Geary  will  detail  three  regiments  as  rear 
guard.  One  battery  of  artillery  will  follow  General  Jackson's  advanced 
brigade;  one  section  will  accompany  the  rear  guard.  The  balance  of 
the  artillery  will  follow  the  First  Division  troops.  General  Ward  will 
dispose  of  his  troops  so  as  to  cover  the  trains  of  his  own  and  General 
Jackson's  divisions.  The  artillery  ammunition  train  wUl  to-morrow 
march  in  rear  of  the  trains  of  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

H.  W,  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Bocky  Mount,  8.  C,  February  23, 1865. 

Major-General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 
General:  Yours  of  last  night  is  received  and  your  dispositions  of 
matters  are  all  right.    The  bridge  is  laid  and  troops  are  crossing.    1  am 
anxious  to  get  the  wagons  across  and  up  on  high  ground  before  the  rain 
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comes.  I  wish  you  would  keep  your  cavalry  on  roads  to  the  north  of 
the  direct  one  by  Gladden's  Grove,  as  that  will  be  needed  all  day  for 
infantry  and  wagons.  You  shall  have  the  bridge  as  fast  as  your  bri- 
gades come.  I  regret  the  matter  you  report,  that  eighteen  of  your  men 
have  been  murdered  after  surrender,  and  marked  that  the  enemy 
intended  to  kill  all  foragers.  It  leaver  no  alternative;  you  must  retali- 
ate man  for  man  and  mark  them  in  like  manner.  Let  it  be  done  at 
once.  We  have  a  perfect  war  right  to  the  products  of  the  country  we 
overrun,  and  may  collect  them  by  foragers  or  otherwise.  Let  the  whole 
people  know  that  the  war  is  now  against  them,  because  their  armies 
flee  before  us  and  do  not  defend  their  country  or  its  frontier  as  they 
should.  It  is  petty  nonsense  for  Wheeler  and  Beauregard  and  such 
vain  heroes  to  talk  of  our  warring  against  women  and  children.  If 
they  claim  to  be  men  they  should  defend  their  women  and  children  and 
prevent  us  reaching  their  homes.  Instead  of  maintaining  their  armies 
let  them  turn  their  attention  to  their  families,  or  we  will  follow  them  to 
the  death.  They  should  know  that  we  will  use  the  produce  of  the  coun- 
try as  we  please.  I  want  the  foragers  to  be  regulated  and  systematized 
so  as  not  to  degenerate  into  common  robbers,  but  foragers,  as  such,  to 
collect  corn,  bacon,  beef,  and  such  other  products  as  we  need,  are  as 
much  entitled  to  our  protection  as  our  skirmishers  and  flankers.  You 
will,  therefore,  at  once  shoot  and  leave  by  the  roadside  an  equal  num- 
ber of  their  prisoners,  and  append  a  label  to  their  bodies  stating  that 
man  for  man  shall  be  killed  for  every  one  of  our  juen  they  kill.  If  our 
foragers  commit  excesses  punish  them  yourself,  but  never  let  an 
enemy  judge  between  our  men  and  the  law.  For  my  part  I  want 
the  people  of  the  South  to  realize  the  fact  that  they  shall  not  dictate 
laws  of  war  or  peace  to  us.  If  there  is  to  be  any  dictation  we  want 
our  full  share. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major- General,  (Jommanding. 


General  Oedees,  )     Hdqrs.  Depaetmbnt  of  the  South, 

No.  24.  )  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  23,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  F.  Hall,  First  New  York  Volunteer  Engineers, 
having  been,  on  account  of  receiving  leave  of  absence,  temporarily 
relieved  as  provost-marshal-general  of  this  department  in  General 
Orders,  No.  11,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  and  having 
since  been  promoted  to  be  colonel  of  his  regiment  now  serving  in  the 
Department  of  Virginia,  will  turn  over  all  records  and  property  per- 
taining to  the  ofttce  of  provost-marshal-general,  which  he  may  have  in 
his  possession  to  his  successor,  Lieut.  Col.  SteAvart  L.  Woodford,  One 
hundred  and  twenty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  and  proceed  to  the 
headquarters  of  his  regiment. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Hdqes.  Noetheen  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  February  38,  ^865. 
Captain  Baeker, 

Commanding  Fort  Strong,  Morris  Island,  S.  G.  : 
You  are  hereby  placed  in  command  of  Morris  Island,  S.  C.    You 
will  see  that  the  public  property  is  preserved,  and  that  no  camps  are 
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injured  or  meddled  with.    The  latter  will  be  needed  immediately  as 
reDdezvous  for  the  organization  of  colored  regiments. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig : 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 
Captain  and  Actiny  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Washington,  February  23, 1865. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Gape  Fear  Biver,  N.  C. : 
Genekal:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  say  that  he  is 
informed  that  yon  have  taken  for  your  headquarters  the  hospital  boat, 
the  Spaulding.  If  so,  your  action  is  disapproved,  and  you  will  imme- 
dia  tely  return  the  vessel  to  the  Medical  Department.  He  also  directs  me 
to  say  that  no  Government  vessel  will  be  diverted  from  its  i)roper  busi- 
ness and  used  as  the  headquarters  of  any  officer  without  the  permission 
of  the  War  Department,  and  that  an  application  for  such  use  must 
state  the  circumstances  rendering  it  necessary,  and  showing  that  head- 
quarters cannot  be  established  on  shore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  ^lALLEGK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  February  23,  1805. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  off  Fort  Fisher,  iV.  C: 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  ot  War  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  your  occu- 
pation of  the  hospital  transport  S.  R.  Spaulding  for  your  headquarters 
is  in  violation  of  General  Orders,  No,  18,  copy  herewith  inclosed,*  and 
is  disapproved  by  him.  The  Secretary  directs  that  you  immediately 
give  up  the  steamer  to  the  control  of  the  Medical  Department  again, 
and  that  you  conform  to  the  terms  of  the  general  order  referred  to. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  24,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 
I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  appointment  of  Schofield  as 
brigadier-general  in  the  regular  army.    He  ought  to  have  had  it  from 
the  battle  of  Franklin. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


■  See  February  8,  p.  342. 
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War  Depaktment, 
Washington  City,  February  34, 1865. 
Lieuteuant-General  Grant  : 

The  Chief  of  OrdiiaDce  sent  yesterday  an  ordiiaiice  officer  to  Cape 
Fear  River  to  secure  the  captured  ordnance  and  orduance  stores.  I 
liave  made  the  appointmeut  of  Schofield  brigadier- general  in  regular 

'""^■^^  EDWIN  M.  STANTOX, 

tiecretary  of  ^yar. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  Oa.,  February  24,  1865. 
His  Excellency  J.  Y.  Smith, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island : 
Governor  :  In  the  absence  of  Major-General  Sherman,  commanding 
in  the  field,  I  h.ave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  at  these  lieail- 
quarters  of  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  ot  the  State  of 
Ehode  Island  commendatory  of  the  conduct  and  servicres  of  the  gen- 
eral and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command.  The  resolutions 
and  letter  of  transmittal  will  be  forwarded  to  the  general  as  soon  as 
communication  is  opened  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellencv's  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  21,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Forces,  C.  S.  Army  : 
General  :  It  is  officially  reported  to  me  that  our  foraging  parties 
are  murdered  after  capture  and  labeled  "  Death  to  all  foragers."  One 
instance  of  a  lieutenant  and  seven  men  near  Chesterville,  and  another 
of  twenty  "near  a  ravine  eighty  rods  from  the  main  road"  about  three 
miles  from  Feasterville.  I  have  ordered  a  similar  number  of  prisoners 
in  our  hands  to  be  disposed  of  in  like  manner.  I  hold  about  1,000 
prisoners  captured  in  various  ways,  and  can  stand  it  as  long  as  you; 
but  1  hardly  think  these  nmrders  are  committed  with  your  knowledge, 
and  would  suggest  that  you  give  notice  to  the  i)eople  at  large  that 
every  life  taken  by  them  simply  results  in  the  death  of  one  of  your 
Confederates.  Of  course  you  cannot  question  my  right  to  "forage  on 
the  ccmntry."  It  is  a  war  right  as  old  as  history.  The  manner  of  exer- 
cising it  varies  with  circumstances,  and  if  the  civil  authorities  will 
supply  my  requisitions  I  will  forbid  all  foraging.  But  I  find  no  (jivil 
authorities  Avho  can  respond  to  calls  for  forage  or  provisions,  therefore 
must  collect  directly  of  f  he  people.  I  have  no  doubt  this  is  the  occa- 
sion of  much  misbehavior  on  the  part  of  our  men,  but  I  cannot  permit 
an  enemy  to  judge  or  punish  with  wholesale  murder.  Personally  I 
regret  the  bitter  feelings  engendered  by  this  war,  but  they  were  to  be 
expected,  and  I  simply  allege  that  those  who  struck  the  first  blow  and 
made  war  inevitable  ought  not,  in  fairness,  to  reproach  us  for  the  natural 
consequences.  I  merely  assert  our  Avar  right  to  forage  and  my  resolve 
to  protect  my  foragers  to  the  extent  of  life  for  life. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Maior-Gfinfl.rn]     TT    .V     d  *-™«. 


Cbap.lix.]  correspondence,  etc. — UNION.  547 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  One  mile  North  of  Warrenton's, 
Fifteen  South  of  Lancaster,  February  2d,  1865. 
Major-General  Howard,  Commanding  Right  Wing: 

GENERAL!  Jeff.  Davis  is  not  yet  across,  and  the  roads  are  so  very 
bad  that  I  think  it  will  take  him  all  day  and  to-morrow  to  get  well  over 
and  up  on  high  ground.  The  Twentieth  Corps  is  here.  We  can  see 
the  Seventeenth  passing  eastward,  about  one  mile  south.  Davis  is 
ordered  to  take  roads  that  will  bring  him  into  the  direct  road  from 
Lancaster  to  Chesterfield,  and  the  Twentieth  will  move  by  Hanging 
liock,  and  thence  by  roads  to  the  south  of  Davis.  Unless  the  rains 
cease  we  will  have  a  hard  time.  Don't  push  too  fast,  but  gather  as 
much  food  as  you  can  en  route.  I  think  you  could  send  into  Camden 
with  safety,  but  there  is  no  object,  but  when  you  get  to  Lynch's  Creek 
you  might  pass  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry*  across  and  push  them  toward 
Florence  with  orders  to  break  two  or  tliree  bridges  about  Timmonsville 
and  then  to  rejoin  you  at  Cheraw,  I  don't  believe  there  is  any  cavalry 
of  the  enemy  down  there,  and  ours  might  pick  up  some  good  horses. 
The  only  object  would  be  to  prevent  the  shipment  by  cars  of  the  garri- 
son of  Charleston  to  Fayetteville  or  Wilmington  to  oppose  us.  If  at 
the  time  you  suppose  all  of  the  Charleston  garrison  is  east  of  Florence 
the  expedition  would  not  be  advisable.  I  believe  Foster  is  in  posses- 
sion of  Charleston,  because  of  the  general  belief  to  that  effect  and  the 
reports  of  the  negroes  you  sent  me.  1  have  also  just  released  a  prisoner 
captured  yesterday  by  the  Twentieth  Corps,  who  was  a  bright  lad  six- 
teen years  old,  son  of  Richard  Bacot,  who  was  at  West  Point  with  me, 
and  whom  I  knew  well  at  Charleston.  This  boy  left  Charleston  last 
Thursday  at  12  m.,  at  which  time  he  says  our  troops  had  been  shelling 
the  city  for  twenty -four  hours  from  James  Island.  He  was  a  hospital 
attendant  and  was  sent  along  with  the  sick  frojn  the  hospitals  to  Flor- 
ence, thence  to  be  conveyed  to  the  hospital  at  Cheraw.  He  said  the 
orders  for  evacuation  had  been  published,  and  the  garrisons  were  to  be 
rendezvoused  along  the  Florence  road  at  Porcher's  and  Bonneau's. 
He  said  they  weie  removing  the  powder  and  ammunition,  but  would 
leave  the  heavy  guns.  The  gun-boats  were  to  be  blown  up.  He  says 
the  lirst  orders  were  to  go  to  Columbia,  but  these  were  changed,  if 
you  can  possibly  employ  a  negro  to  go  through  to  Charleston,  make  a 
cipher  dispatch  telling  our  general  position  and  destination  and  an 
order  of  liberal  jjayment.  I  think  you  will  have  good  roads,  and  that 
there  is  no  danger  in  our  spreading  out  this  side  of  Cheraw,  thence  to 
Fayetteville  roads  favor  us  as  also  from  Fayetteville  to  our  destina- 
tion. At  both  Cheraw  and  Fayetteville  are  bridges  that  we  can  secure 
by  holding  the  towns  responsible.  We  find  no  enemy  hereabouts,  and 
suppose  them  all  to  be  about  Charlotte  and  Salisbury.  Kilpatrick  must 
now  be  at  Lancaster;  he  crossed  last  night  and  was  off  this  morning. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 
Major-  G  enera  I,  Commanding. 


Special        )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 
Field  Orders,  >  Near  Williams'  Cross-Eoads,  8.  C, 

No.  48.  )  February  24, 1865: 

*  *  »  «  #  *  * 

II.  Gapt.  William  Duncan,  Company  K,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
will,  with  his  command  and  that  of  Capt.  John  L.  King,  commanding 

•Mounted  iDiantry. 
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Fourtli  Independent  Company  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  as  many  men  as  can 
be  furnished  from  the  signal  corj)S,  scout  in  the  direction  of  Camden, 
and,  if  practicable,  enter  the  city  and  destroy  the  depot  and  other 
railroad  pi'operty  and  whatever  army  supplies  may  be  found. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Geu.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Akmy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Williams'  Gross-Roads,  S.  C,  February  24,  1865. 

Maj.  Geu.  John  A.  Logan, 

Communding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  general  cominiuiuing  divects  that  during  to-morrow 
you  close  up  your  command  ready  to  move  forward  the  next  day,  and 
that  you  send  your  mounted  infantry  forward  to  secure  and  hold  the 
bridge  at  Tillersville  until  the  arrival  of  the  column  at  that  point. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  YA.-^  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


TIdqrs.,  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near   Wesfs  Cross-Eoads,  S.  C.,  February  2-1,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  in  accordance  with  orders,  I 
broke  camp  near  Flat  liock  Church  at  7  a.  m.,  marching  by  Avay  of 
McDowell's  and  Young's  to  my  present  camp  at  West's  Cross-lloads, 
making  a  distance  of  lifteeu  miles  over  the  lieaviest  roads.  I  was 
obliged  to  do  a  great  deal  of  corduroying,  and  over  one  stream  on  the 
line  of  march  to  make  a  bridge  some  flfty  feet  in  length.  The  Third 
Brigade  of  my  division  is  still  back  at  Red  Hill.  The  commanding 
oflicer  has  just  sent  me  word  that  he  will  probably  not  move  to-day, 
as  at  4  a.  m.  the  pontoon  boats  had  not  been  taken  up.  I  saw  no  evi- 
dence of  the  enemy  to-day.  My  troops  are  encamped  looking  eastward, 
my  headquarters  being  near  to  the  cross-roads. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps 

Hughes'  Mills,  S.  C,  February  21,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  W^oodhull,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division,  preceded  by  the  Fourth 
arrived  here  at  4  p.  m.,  which  is  as  near  West's  as  the  command  can 
V  ell  be  ijut  to-night.  I  can  find  no  one  who  knows  anything  about 
West's.  This  IS  on  the  direct  Camden  and  Cheraw  road,  six  miles  from 
the  former  place  and  fourteen  from  the  crossing  of  Lynch's  Creek  at 
Tiller's.  The  roads  to-day  have  been  very  good,  notwithstanding  the 
rain ;  have  been  plain,  and  I  have  kept  as  far  to  the  left  as  I  could  find 
roads.  My  right  flank  brushed  Camden,  one  regiment  passing  throuah 
it.  The  road  to  Lynch's  Creek  is  direct  and  good. 
1  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kent-  Wcsfs  (Irons- Ro<i(ln,  S.  (K,  February  34,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  liave  the  lionor  to  report  that  this  command  broke  camp 
at  7  o'clock  this  a.  m.  and  marched  via  Flat  Eock  PostOflfice  to  near 
West's  Cross-Koads.  The  division  is  encamped  in  line,  fronting  north 
and  northeast,  covering  neighborhood  roads.  These  headquarters 
are  on  West's  plantation ;  distance  marched,  sixteen  miles. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
in  the  Field,  near  Hughes'  Mills,  <S'.  C,  February  24, 1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  division  this  instant : 

I  broke  camp  at  7.30  a.  m.,  and  moving  in  advance  of  the  Second 
Division,  Fifteentli  Army  Corps,  crossed  White  Oak  Creek  and  con 
tinned  on  the  Camden  road,  via  Kock  Spring  Church,  and  until  crossing 
Saunders'  Creek,  when,  pursuant  to  orders  from  Ma,ior-General  Hazen, 
I  directed  my  column  on  a  field  road  to  the  left,  via  Kirkwood's,  and 
within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  Camden.  Bearing  well  to  the  left,  I 
continued  on  this  road  until  striking  the  Cheraw  and  Camden  road, 
upon  which  I  moved  as  far  as  Hughes'  Mills  on  Big  Pine  Tree  Creek, 
crossing  which  I  placed  my  command  in  bivouac.  After  crossing  Saun- 
ders' Creek,  by  consent  of  General  Hazen,  I  sent  one  regiment  (Twelfth 
Illinois  Volunteers)  and  four  companies  of  another  (Sixty-sixth  Illi- 
nois Volunteers)  into  Camden,  with  proper  instructions  as  to  the 
destruction  of  Government  proiierty,  stores,  &c.  Tliis  detachment  of 
my  division,  under  Colonel  Adams,  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  light 
force  and  drove  them  into  and  through  the  city,  wounding  two  men 
and  capturing  several  prisoners.  The  expedition  burned  1,000  bales  of 
cotton,  the  depot  buildings,  and  a  large  building  filled  with  flour  and 
meal  (sacked),  several  hogsheads  of  sugar  and  rice,  besides  a  flouring 
mill  filled  with  corn  and  wheat;  also  cut  the  telegraph  wires,  recap 
tured  and  released  seven  men  of  the  Second  Division  who  were  picked 
up  by  the  enemy  while  foraging.  About  sixteen  prisoners,  including  a 
captain  and  commissary  of  subsistence,  were  picked  up  by  my  command 
in  and  around  Camden  while  passing.  My  command  has  marched  a 
distance  of  twenty  miles  over  heavy  roads. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'        -^       ^  JOHN  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Circular.!  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Flat  Eoch  Post-0 ffiee,  S.  C,  February  24,  1865. 
The  division  will  move  at  7.30  a.  m.  in  following  order:  Second, 
Third,  and  First  Brigades,  the  central  brigade  marching  by  the  side 
of  the  trains  as  usual;  two  regiments  of  the  advance  brigade  in  rearot 
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battery;  trains  in  same  order  as  heretofore,  one  regiment  of  tlie  rear 
brigade  l)eing  thrown  forward  by  the  side  of  trains.    Command  to 
move  on  direct  Camden  road. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  A dpitant-  General. 


Si'KCiAL         )  Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 
Field  (Jkdeks,  [■  In  the  Field,  near  Evf/hcn^  Mills, 

'So.  23.  )  February  24, 1865. 

******* 

II.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  7.30 
a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  2oth  instant,  in  the  following  order: 

Third,  First,  and   Second  Brigades  guarding  trains,  according  to 
instructions  heretofore  given.    Trains  in  same  order  as  the  24tli  instant, 
battery  to  move  within  the  advance  brigade.    The  pioneer  corps  in 
advance  as  usual. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

West's  Cross-Roads,  8.  C,  February  34,  1865. 

Major  BURKHARDT, 

Commanding  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry: 
Ma.ior:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  instruct  you 
to  move  with  your  entire  command  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning  on 
the  bridge  crossing  Lynch's  Creek,  at  or  near  Tillersville  Post-Office, 
on  the  Camden  and  Cheraw  road,  and  endeavor  to  save  the  same. 
Should  you  be  successful,  hold  the  bridge  and  report  at  once  the  result 
of  your  march  to  these  headquarters  in  order  that  a  force  of  infantry 
may  be  sent  to  the  bridge. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HF.adquabtees  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C,  February  24,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  My  Fourth  Division  is  encamped  between  Patterson's  and 
Flat  Rock,  five  miles  from  Flat  Rock.  The  First  Division  is  at  Pat- 
terson's. The  Third  Division  will  encamp  at  Russell  Place  to-night. 
1  sent  back  orders  for  them  to  take  the  direct  road  from  Liberty  Hill 
to  Flat  Rock,  but  through  some  jnisunderstanding  they  followed  the 
First  Division. 

Respectfully, 

FRA2s^K  P.  BLAIli,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Bunsell  Place,  February  24,  1865 — 9.43  a.  m. 
Maj.  Geu.  O.  O.  Howard,  Gomdg.  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Dear  General:  The  advance  of  Seventeenth  Corps  is  back  about 
two  miles  and  coming  up  as  rapidly  as  possible.  At  7  this  a.  m.  the 
rear  of  Seventeenth  Corps,  General  Force's  division,  was  still  at  the 
pontoon  bridge,  and  the  advance  of  Mower's  division  was  just  pass- 
ing through  Liberty  Hill.  The  road  is  very  heavy  and  getting  worse 
all  the  time  and  will  have  to  be  corduroyed  nearly  all  the  way.  There 
is  a  road  running  direct  from  this  place  to  flat  liock  Church,  but  itii 
represented  as  being  very  swampy.  I  have  sent  forward  to  have  it 
examined.  If  practicable.  General  Blair  will  take  it;  if  not,  will  move 
south  on  the  Camden  road  and  move  by  the  route  indicated  last  night. 
It  is  only  two  miles  farther.  General  Blair  will  have  his  head  of 
column  to  night  at  Flat  Rock  and  will  try  and  get  his  rear  as  far  as 
Kussell  Place.  The  other  division  will  be  at  some  point  between  the 
two.  The  Twentieth  Corps  struck  into  our  road  about  tliree  miles 
west  from  Russell  Place.  They  were  looking  for  a  road  to  Hanging 
Rock  and  cameinto  ours.  They  will  be  compelled  to  countermarch  some 
three  miles  and  a  half  or  wait  until  the  rear  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
passes,  in  which  latter  case  they  won't  march  far  to-day.  General 
Jackson,  who  has  the  advance,  seemed  surprised  to  find  us  moving  on 
Russell  Place.  I  saw  Asmussen  and  he  informed  me  the  Twentieth 
Corps  was  ordered  to  move  to  Chesterfield,  via  Hanging  Rock  and  Jef- 
ferson Post  OfBce.  I  will  accompany  General  Blair  until  his  head  of 
column  reaches  Flat  Rock  and  will  then  join  you.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  the  bridge  train  will  not  get  farther  than  Patterson's  Oross- 
Roads  to-night.  It  will  have  some  trouble  in  getting  over  the  branch  of 
Beaver  Creek.  I  found  it  very  much  swollen.  The  advance  of  Seven- 
teenth Corps  was  not  as  far  back  as  reported.  It  is  now  coming  up  to 
Russell  Place.  It  will  mass  here  for  a  short  time  till  we  decide  which 
road  to  take  to  Flat  Rock  Cliurch. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  STRONG, 

JAeutcna  lit- Colonel. 

p.  s. — General  Force  was  directed  to  move  at  6  o'clock,  but  was 
waiting  for  the  pontoniers  to  take  up  the  bridge,  which  they  had  just 
commenced  to  do  at  7  o'clock. 
Respectfully, 

^  WM.  E.  STRONG, 

IJevtcnant-  Colonel. 

10.45  A.  M. 
p.  s.— We  have  just  learned  that  the  road  to  Flat  Rock  is  practicable 
and  we  will  move  by  that  road.  General  Blair  will  try  and  push  Giles 
Smith  to  Williams'  Cross- Roads,  and  Mower  to  Flat  Rock.  Tlie 
Twentieth  Corps  has  encamped  at  the  intersection  of  the  road  referred 
to.     Will  wait  till  our  column  passes. 

WM.  E.  STRONG. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Kear  Williams'  Cross-Eouds,  -iS'.  C,  February  24, 1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Gomdg.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  proceed  by 
the  most  direct  route  to  Youug's  Bridge,  reaching  that  point  by  the 
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26th  instaut.  Our  headquarters  are  at  Young's  house,  near  the  cross- 
roads. General  Log;an's  corps  will  close  up  in  this  vicinity  and  move 
forward  to  Tillersville  on  the  20th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Asfiistant  Adjutavt-Gencral. 


Special  Ordeks,  )       ITdqes.  Seventeenth  Aemy  Ooeps, 

No.  51.  j  Near  Flat  Rode,  8.  C,  February  2d,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow: 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  move 
forward  on  the  Flat  Rock  road  at  7  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move  at  6 
a.  m.,  following  the  route  taken  by  the  Fourth  Division. 

Erig.  Gen,  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  for- 
ward at  6  o'clock  and  march  as  far  as  practicable.  The  bridge  train 
will  move  as  General  Force  may  direct. 

The  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  move  next  after  the  troops  of  the 
Fourth  Division  with  tool  wagons  and  ambulances.  Their  train  will 
follow  the  First  Division. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move  forward  at  G.30  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  EJair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Wateree  River,  8.  €.,  February' 34,  18(i5 — 7  a.  m. 
Capt.  G.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command  is  still  await- 
ing the  crossing  of  tlie  pontoon  train  and  taking  up  of  the  bridge. 
Will  move  immediately  after  the  latter  is  completed.  Bridge  was 
broken  twice  in  the  night  by  wagons  going  into  the  river— one  of  the 
First  Michigan  Engineer  supply  train  and  one  of  my  supply  train. 
I  am,  captain,  very  truly  yours, 

M.  F.  FORCE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

February  24,  18(i5. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  direct 
you  to  move  forward  at  6  a.  m.,  following  the  other  divisions  to  Flat 
Rock  Post-Offlce.    Order  the  pontoon  train  to  move  with  you  and  place 
two  regiments  as  rear  guard.    You  can  send  your  foragers  ahead." 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Special  Ordeks,  l  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

^'o.  45.  )  Russell  Place,  S.  C,  February  S4,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  forward  to-morrow  at  7  a.  m.  in  the  follow- 
ing order:  First,  Second  Brigade;   second,  Battery  Fifteenth  Ohio: 
third,  First  Brigade;  ambulances  and  trains  in  usual  order. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqitarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C,  Fehruary  3-i,  1805. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton,  ' 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 
Major:  General  Geary,  with  his  train,  is  up.     General  Davis  will 
be  able  to  cross  one  division  with  its  train  to-night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

n.  W.  SLOCUM, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headqitarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Rochy  Mount  Post-Office,  February  24,  1805. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  cross  the 
trains  of  the  cori)s  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  remainder  of  the 
trains  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  (and  of  the  cavalry),  which  are  now 
crossing,  and  park  tlie  trains  near  Captain  Perry's,  encamping  your 
troops  at  the  forks  of  tlie  road  beyond,  near  Dry  Creek.  It  is  the  gen- 
eral's intention  to  relieve  you  of  the  care  of  the  trains  at  that  point. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 


servant, 


A..  C.  McCLUEG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Hilliurd's  Farm,  S.  C,  February  24,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  to  Hanging  liock  as  follows: 
Third  Division  at  6.30  a.  m. ;  Second  Division  at  7  a.  m. ;  First  Division 
at  9  a.  m.  The  trooi)S  of  the  Third  Division  will  march  unencumbered 
in  the  advance.  General  Geary  will  dispose  of  his  troops  so  as  to  cover 
liis  own  and  the  train  in  advance  of  his.  One  battery  of  artillery  will 
follow  the  advanced  brigade,  one  section  march  with  the  rear  guard, 
t):8  balance  following  tlie  troops  of  the  Third  Division.  The  artillery 
ammunition  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  Third  Division.  Division 
commanders,  when  their  commands  are  marching  with  the  train,  will 
use  the  troops  in  repairing  the  roads.  General  Jackson  will  detail 
three  regiments  as  a  rear  guard. 

By  command  of  Bvl.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEia, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqes.  Cataley  Command,  Aemy  of  Invasion, 
Camp  Creel;  on  Road  to  Hunter^s  Store,  8.  C,  February  24,  1865. 
[General  Shekman:] 

General  :  I  readied  my  present  camp  at  dayliglit.  My  last  brigade, 
Colonel  Jordan's,  will  not  get  into  camp  before  9  a.m.  This  road  is  hor- 
rible. If  the  Fourteentli  Corps  intends  to  move  on  it  the  greater  part 
■will  have  to  be  corduroyed  as  far  as  Camp  Creek.  I  did  not  get  the 
bridge  last  night  till  10.30  p.  ni.  General  Williams  must  have  known 
that  I  was  to  have  the  bridge  at  7  p.  m.,  when  he  ordered  General 
Geary  (who  had  already  gone  into  camp)  forward  at  C  p.  m.  I  am  sorry 
to  trouble  you  with  such  matters,  but  I  know  of  no  other  way  of  prevent- 
ing a  similar  occurrence  in  the  future.  Yesterday  five  of  my  people, 
detailed  to  forage  for  my  wounded  in  ambulances  with  Twentieth  Corps 
were  arrested  by  a  provost-marshal  of  that  corps  and  strapped  to  a 
tree  and  there  kept  till  the  corps  marched  by,  with  inscriptions  on  their 
breasts  "  House-breakers."  I  do  not  recognize  General.  Williams'  right 
to  punish  my  people  or  disgrace  them.  I  can  and  will  do  all  the  ])un- 
ishment  myself.  If  I  liked,  I  could  retaliate  every  hour.  Stragglers 
and  foraging  parties  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  were  here  yesterday,  eight 
milesfi'om  tlieircommand,conimitting  actsniostdisgraceful.  Thishouse 
was  pillaged  at  10  a.  m.  yesterday  by  men  of  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 
General  Williams  will  have  all  he  can  do  to  maintain  discipline  in  his  own 
command.  I  have  allowed  foragers  frcmx  tlie  Left  Wing  to  pass  through 
my  lines,  and  even  assisted  them.  Yesterday  a  detail  sent  out  by 
Major  Dunbar,  my  quartermaster,  captured  ten  mules  and  four  horses 
for  his  wagon  train.  An  officer  of  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps  arrested 
them  and  took  mules  and  horses  away.  I  shall  now  allow  no  foraging 
parties  to  pass  through  or  out  of  my  lines,  and  I  shall  dismount  and  seize 
all  horses  ridden  by  infantrymen  who  enter  my  column.  This  I  shall 
continue  to  do,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  you  or  until  my  people  are 
treated  with  that  respect  and  courtesy  Ifeel  their  conduct  and  services 
demand.  I  also  most  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
ibiaging  parties  and  stragglers  from  Twentieth  .Army  Corps  burned 
sufiicient  forage  on  this  road  to  have  fed  my  entire  command.  I  had 
occasion  to  mention  this  same  fact  to  General  Slocum  some  days  since. 
1  shall  rest  here  till  1  p.  m.,  when  I  will  move  slowly  forward,  as  I 
feel  confident  that  General  Davis  can  move  but  a  short  distance  to-day. 
Hampton  is  at  Lancaster  and  a  small  portion  of  Wheeler's  cavalry. 
The  country  is  rich  and  full  of  forage.  Until  the  rain  is  over,  unless 
the  roads  are  better  than  this  one,  our  progress  must  be  very  slow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILrATEICK, 
Brevet  Major-General.  Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  Georgia . 


Headquaktees  Cavaley  Command, 

\Fehr%ary  24,  1865. \ 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sheeman,  J      ,  \ 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
Geneeal:  I  have  the  honor  to  rieport  that  Private  Charles  Wright 
Ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  General  Atkins'  headquarters,  came  in 
last  evening  from  scout  near  Feasterville,  below  and  west  of  Chester- 
ville.  He  reports  having  founri  twenty-one  of  our  infantrymen  in  a 
ravine,  about  eighty  rods  from  the  main  road  and  about  three  milesfrom 
Feasterville,  with  their  throats  cut  and  stripped  of  their  clothing.    The 
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evideuoe  that  tlie  enemy  lias  resolved  upou  laurderiug  our  men  is  fast 
accumulating.  Another  report  has  just  come  in  that  a  soldier  belong- 
ing to  the  ]Sinety-secoiid  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  was  found  hung  to 
the  limb  of  a  tree  near  the  roadside.  I  shall  retaliate  as  far  as  my  own 
people  are  concerned,  as  you  have  directed.  Slajor-General  Wade  Hamp- 
ton is  now  at  Lancaster.  I  can  forward  for  you  any  communication  to 
or  through  him  to  any  higher  rebel  authorities  yon  may  desire  regarding 
the  facts  mentioned. 

I  am,  general,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRIOK, 
Brevet  Major-Genera],  Cotumanding. 


In  the  Field,  February  3i,  ISOr,. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  A.  Jones, 

Gommandinfi  Eighth  Indiana  Cavalry: 
SiE:  I  was  ordered  to  take  twenty  live  men  on  the  22d  instant  and 
proceed  to  the  Abbeville  Kailroad  and  destroy  all  bridges  I  could  tind 
from  Black  IJuck  Creek  to  Broad  Eiver.  I  struck  the  railroad  at  Black 
Creek  bridge,  which  I  burned,  it  being  a  trestle-work  of  about  120 
yards  in  length.  I  then  moved  up  the  river  one  mile  and  burned  a 
gristmill  and  two  warehouses,  which  contained  1,500  bushels  of  shelled 
corn  in  sacks  and  100  bushels  of  wheat,  75  sacks  of  flour,  19  barrels 
of  molasses,  6  bales  of  cotton,  10  bales  of  hay,  and  a  lot  of  tools,  such 
as  axes,  saws,  picks,  shovels,  &c.  We  found  a  guard  of  some  25 
rebels,  a  picket  of  3  men  being  at  the  mill,  which  we  drove  over  Broad 
Kiver  at  the  ford  close  by.  We  remained  here  half  an  hour  to  prevent 
them  from  recrossing  and  extinguishing  the  Arc  at  the  mill  and  rail- 
road bridge.  From  thence  I  proceeded  as  speedily  as  possible  to  the 
railroad  bridge  across  Broad  Eiver,  a  distance  of  live  miles,  and  found 
about  300  yards  of  it  already  consumed,  having  been  flred  by  a 
foraging  party  of  Company  K  of  our  regiment,  under  the  charge  of 
Sergeant  Thompson,  the  evening  before.  From  this  point  we  started 
on  our  return  to  the  connnand,  and  met  no  eneiny  during  the  evening 
or  night,  arriving  within  seven  miles  of  Black  Stocks  at  12.30  o'clock 
at  night.  Our  horses  being  tired,  we  camped  for  the  night,  and  started 
for  our  command  at  daybreak,  which  we  joined  at  9  a.  m.  of  the  23d, 
after  traveling  flfty-flve  miles. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Lieutenant,  Company  (7,  Eitjhth  Indiana  Cavalry. 

[FiTHt  iDdorsenient.] 
IlEADQUAKTEES   EIGHTH   INDIANA  CAVALRY, 

February  24,  1865. 
Eespectfully  forwarded  to  brigade  headquarters,  First  Brigade,  Third 

Cavalry  Division.  _^ 

•^  F.  A.  JONES, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Eighth  Indiana  Cavalry. 


[Second  indorHcmciii. 

Oavalry  Command 

1865. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Cavalry  Command, 
III  the  Field,  S.  C,  February  25,  1 
Eespectfully  forwarded : 


TIIOS.  J.  JOEDAN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarteks  Cavalry, 
Lancnsier,  February  25,  1865. 
Eespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  general-in-chief. 
I  can  safely  say  that  all  bridges  and  culverts  on  that  railroad  have 
been  destroyed  as  far  out  as  the  railroad  bridge  over  Broad  Eiver. 

J.  KILrATEFCK, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,   On.,  February  24,  1865. 

Major-General   Gillmore  : 

It  is  desirable  to  keep  a  lookout  at  Georgetown  for  communications 
from  General  Sherman.  Please  occupy  it  with  a  small  force  and  keep 
a  dispatch  boat  there  to  communicate  the  earliest  telegram  to  these 
headquarters.  General  Easton  is  here  with  no  later  intelligence  than 
you  had  yesterday.  General  Grover  informs  me  that  a  deserter  from 
Augusta  reports  that  the  last  of  Hood's  array  on  its  way  to  Beaure- 
gard passed  through  Augusta  last  Sunday,  possibly  12,000.  Being 
cut  off  from  Beauregard,  may  they  not  turn  toward  Charleston  and 
molest  General  Potter  and  his  advance  on  the  railroad"? 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

J.  D.  WEBSTER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  tub  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  2i,  1865. 
General  Foster, 

Charleston  : 
We  have  broken  railroad  from  Midway  to  Aiken,  from  Orangeburg 
to  the  Santee,  and  from  Columbia  to  Winnsborough.  No  fighting  of 
any  importance;  enemy  retreats  northward.  We  are  south  of  Lancas- 
ter andeast  of  the  Catawba,  moving  for  Cheraw,Fayetteville,  and  Golds 
borough.  Roads  are  bad,  but  we  find  forage  and  supplies!  We  hear 
Charleston  is  abandoned.  Push  operations  in  North  Carolina,  and  at 
any  cost  break  the  railroad  below  Goldsborough  from  New  Berne 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  J)epartment  of  the  South 

Hilton  Head,   S.   C,  February  24,  1865. 
Capt.  (Jharles  E.  Suter, 

Chief  Engineer: 
Captain:  The  major-general  commanding  duects  that  you  proceed 
to  Charleston  this  evening  by  steamer  Delaware  and  report  to  Brig 
Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch,  commanding  Northern  District,  Department  of  the 
South. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BTTRGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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General  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  27.  )  Hilton  Mead,  S.  C,  February  21, 1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  Stewart  L.  Woodford,  One  hundred  and  twenty-seveuth 
New  York  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved  from  the  duties  of  provost- 
marshal- general  of  the  department,  and  is  announced  as  chief  of  staff 
to  the  major-general  commanding,  and  teinporarily  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  post  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  which  post  will  consist 
of  the  city  proper  and  Castle  Pinckney. 

II.  In  compliance  with  paragraph  VII,  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  13, 
from  headquarters  Military  Division  of  ihe  Mississippi,  the  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seventh  Kegiment  N  ew  York  Volunteers  is  hereby 
•losignated  as  the  permanent  garrison  of  the  jjost  of  Charleston,  and 
Col.  William  Gurney,  of  that  regiment,  as  the  permanent  post  com- 
mander. Upon  his  return  to  the  department,  from  which  he  is  now 
absent  on  account  of  wounds,  he  will  relieve  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood- 
ford of  the  command  of  that  post. 

III.  Maj.  Benjamin  W.  Thompson,  Thirty-second  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  is  hereby  announced  as  provost-marshal-general  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  will  immediately  relieve  Lieutenant-Colonel  Woodford, 
receipting  to  him  for  all  money  and  pr()]>eity  pertaining  to  the  ofEice. 

IV.  Lieut.  Frank  Geise, Thirty-second  U.S. Colored  Troops, assistant 
provost-marshal-general  of  the  department,  iu  addition  to  his  duties  as 
such,  will  act  as  collector  of  the  <lepartraent  military  tax  prescribed  by 
General  Orders,  No.  5,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  until 
the  arrival  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  H.  Strong,  First  North  Carolina  (IJnion) 
Volunteers,  heretofore  announced  as  military  tax  collector. 

Lieutenant  Geise  will  immediately  relieve  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood- 
lord  as  acting  military  tax  collector,  receipting  to  him  for  all  money 
and  property  pertaining  to  the  office. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BURGEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  ok  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  February  34,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  proceed 
at  once  to  the  Northern  District,  Department  of  the  South,  and  assume 
command  of  the  U.  S.  forces  in  that  district. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUKGEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  €.,  February  24,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Scammon, 

Commanding  District  of  Florida,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  : 
General:  Brig.  Gen.  Seth  Williams,  acting  inspector-general,  U.  S. 
Army,  suggests  that  the  small  garrison  and  the  Government  stores 
at  Saint  Augustine,  Fla.,  should  all  be  within  Fort  Marion,  or  imme- 
diately outside  of  the  fort  and  under  its  guns,  to  avoid  the  danger  of 
the  capture  of  that  part  of  the  command  left  in  the  town  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Government  property  located  there.    The  major-general  com 
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manding  directs  that  you  take  such  iniiiiediate  action  in  this  matter  as 
the  necessities  of  the  case,  in  your  judgment,  require,  reporting  the 
same  to  these  headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGER, 
Assintaut  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  24, 18G6. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 
Richmond  papers  have  ceased  to  give  information  of  Sherman's  move- 
ments. I  presume,  however,  he  is  now  past  Charlotte  with  his  advance 
and  moving  toward  Goldsborough  by  the  most  practicable  route.  He 
may  follow  the  railroad  north  for  some  distance  past  Charlotte,  but 
this  will  depend  on  the  movements  and  apparent  strength  of  the 
enemy.  I  learn  of  nothing  leaving  here  recently,  except  three  brigades 
of  Battle's  division,  numbering  possibly  3,500  men.  They  left  their 
position  betw-een  the  James  and  Appomattox  yesterday  morning.  I 
hope  and  know  you  will  push  out  and  form  a  connection  with  Sher- 
man at  the  earliest  practicable  moment.  If  you  reach  Goldsborough 
and  have  a  fair  prospect  of  getting  your  road  finished  soon,  it  may  be 
unnecessary  for  Sherman  to  come  down  to  the  coast.  Make  every 
eflort  to  comnmnicate  with  Sherman  at  once.  You  will  probably  find 
some  citizen  who  can  be  trusted  to  carry  a  note  in  cipher  to  Sherman. 
He  has,  I  think,  a  cipher  operator  with  him.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  get  your  troops  and  all  else  called  for  by  you  through,  but  the 
ice  has  kept  everything  back  very  much.  Teams  will  be  forwarded 
rapidly.  1  ha\'e  also  ordered  one  regiment  of  cavalry  to  you,  number- 
ing about  600  effective.  I  would  send  an  entire  division  from  Sheridan's 
army,  but  I  have  ordered  him  to  move  on  the  Virginia  Central  road 
and  James  River  Canal.  He  will  probably  go  to  Lynchburg,  and  if 
information  there  received  justifies  it  he  will  go  on  and  join  you  and 
Sherman.  If  you  and  Sherman  are  once  united  you  can  keex)  as  far  in 
the  interior  of  North  Carolina  as  you  may  be  able  to  sujiply  your- 
selves. With  your  large  force  you  will  have  united,  llaleigh  may  not 
be  found  too  far  off.  I  congratulate  you  and  the  army  under  you  for 
the  brilliant  success  of  which  I  have  as  yet  received  but  tlie  meager 
report  sent  by  Admiral  Porter.  On  receipt  of  the  news  I  immediately 
telegraphed  asking  to  have  your  name  sent  in  to  the  Senate  for  the 
appointment  of  brigadier-general  in  the  regular  army,  stating  that  I 
thought  yon  should  have  the  appointment  for  the  battle  of  Franklin. 
I  hope  within  a  day  or  two  to  be  able  to  congratulate  you  on  your  con- 
firmation. Deserters  from  the  rebel  army  are  growing  very  numerous. 
Many  are  now  bringing  their  arms  with  them.  This  morning  forty- 
five  came  in  a  single  squad  and  from  a  single  regiment — a  South  Caro- 
lina regiment  at  that. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 


Headquartebs  Depaetment  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  February  24,  1865. 


Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 


Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va.  : 
General:  After  the  capture  of  Wilmington   General   Terry  pur- 
sued the  enemy  as  far  as  the  Northeast  Elver,  where  he  found  the 


Chap.  LIX.l  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  559 

railroad  and  pontoon  bridges  destroyed.  The  bridge  over  Smith's  Creek 
is  also  destroyed.  I  have  not  learned  whether  any  damage  has  been 
done  to  the  railroad  beyond  the  river.  I  shall  push  forward  as  soon 
as  1  can  get  any  means  of  transportation.  Wagons  are  beginning  to 
arrive,  and  I  hope  the  delay  will  not  be  long.  The  rebel  agent  of 
exchange  has  informed  me  that  he  will  deliver  10,000  of  our  prisoners 
at  the  point  where  the  railroad  crosses  the  Northeast  River,  and  I 
have  agreed  to  receive  them  at  that  point.  I  presume  he  will  com- 
mence to  deliver  them  to-day.  I  am  making  all  possible  provision  for 
the  care  of  the  sick,  which  will  no  doubt  be  a  large  proportion  of  the 
whole  nnmber.  I  have  sent  General  Iiuger's  division  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Corps  to  New  Berne,  and  shall  send  either  General  Terry  or  Gen- 
eral Cox  there  to  command  the  troops  operating  from  that  point.  I 
Avill  go  there  or  remain  with  the  troops  operating  from  this  place,  as 
may  seem  advisable.  I  will  also  keep  transports  enough  for  a  short 
time  to  carry  a  division  from  one  point  to  the  other,  if  it  becomes  nec- 
essary. I  have  heard  nothing  yet  of  the  troops  you  have  ordered  Gen- 
eral Gillmore  to  send  me,  but  presume  they  must  be  along  iu  a  very  few 
days.  I  can  land  them  here  or  at  Beaufort,  according  to  circumstances. 
1  have  asked  for  the  assignment  of  General  Cox  and  General  Terry  to 
corps  commands,  both  because  the  strength  of  my  command  renders 
it  desirable  and  because  it  will  enable  me  to  leave  either  the  one  or  the 
other  in  command  of  the  column  which  I  may  not  be  with  at  any  time. 
Moreover,  it  will  make  the  organization  of  my  army  correspond  with 
that  of  General  Sherman's  other  grand  divisions.  I  hope,  for  these 
leasons,  my  request  may  be  complied  with.  I  presume  General  Sher- 
man, upon  hearing  of  the  fall  of  Wilmington,  will  send  his  cavalry  this 
way  to  communicate  with  me  and  inform  me  of  his  progress.  I  shall 
also  make  constant  efforts  to  communicate  with  bira  by  means  of  scouts. 
I  proi)ose  to  repair  both  railroads  toward  Goldsborough  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  I  shall  also  make  such  preparation  as  I  can  to  send  supplies 
to  General  Sherman  by  the  river  toward  Fayetteville  in  case  he  should 
call  for  them. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Nor'J'ii  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  February  2i,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va. : 
General  :  I  respectfully  request  that  the  troops  iu  this  department 
which  do  not  belong  to  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  may  be  organ- 
ized into  an  army  corps,  and  that  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  H.  Terry  be  assigned 
to  its  command.  Also  that  Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox  may  be  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  ^  '       "       '  J.  M.  SCnOFIELD, 

Major- General. 

Fort  Monroe,  February  24,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  11.30  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Our  troops  entered  Wilmington  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant. 
After  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Anderson,  General  Schofleld  directed 
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Cox  to  follow  its  garrisou  toward  Wiliniugtou,  while  Terry  followed 
Hoke  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  The  latter  took  up  a  new  line  toui 
miles  from  Wilmington,  but  was  so  closely  pressed  by  lerry  tuat  m 
could  send  no  troops  to  the  west  side.  On  that  side  the  rebels  made  a 
stand  behind  Town  Greek,  but  on  the  20th  Cox  crossed  his  troops 
below  them  on  a  flat-boat,  attacked  them  in  rear,  and  routed  them, 
taking  2  guns  and  300  prisoners.  On  the  21st  Cox  pushed  to  the 
Brunswick  Kiver,  opposite  Wilmington,  where  the  bridges  were  on  fire, 
and  on  his  ari-ival  the  rebels  began  burning  cotton  and  rosm  in  the 
city,  and  left  it  that  night.  Our  captures,  including  Fort  Anderson, 
amount  to  about  700  prisoners  and  30  guns.  Citizens  state  that  the 
rebels  burned  1,000  bales  of  cotton  and  15,000  barrels  of  rosiu  ihe 
Union  feeling  showed  itself  quite  strongly  in  the  city.  Terry  followed 
Hoke  northward.  ^    ^^^    COMSTOCK, 

Ueutenant-Colonel,  Aide-dc-Camp,  and  Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Special  Oedees,  )  Hdqes.  Akmies  of  the  United  States, 

No.   38.  )  Ciiy  Point,  Ft/.,  February  34,  I860. 

The  Thirteenth   Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Cavahy  Volunteers  wUl 
iiroeeed  without  delay  to  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen. 
J.  M.  Schofield,  commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina,  for  duty. 
Bv  command  of  Lieutenant- General  Grant: 
•^  T.  S.  BOW^EES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaeteks  Department  of  Nokth  Carolina, 

Aemy  of  the  Ohio, 
r  Wilmington,  N.  C,  February  24,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  J).  C: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  number  of  men 
required  to  fill  the  several  regiments  belonging  to  the  Second  and 
Third  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  to  the  maximum,  and 
respectfully  request  that  the  deficiency  be  supplied  by  drafted  men: 
Second  Division;  Twenty-fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  507;  One 
hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  363;  Sixth  Tennessee 
Volunteer  Infantry,  457;  Twenty-third  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry, 
139;  Twenty-sixth  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry,  22;  Ninety-first  Indi- 
ana Volunteer  Infantry,  482 ;  One  hundred  and  seventh  Illinois  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  505;  One  hundred  and  eighty- third  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  79;  One  hundred  andeighteenthOhio  Volunteer  Infantry,  309; 
One  hundred  and  eighty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  147;  Eightieth 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  517;  Fiftieth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  110. 
Third  Division :  One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  247 ; 
Sixty-fifth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  257 ;  Sixteenth  Kentucky  Vet- 
eran Volunteer  Infantry,  485;  One  hundred  and  seventy- seventh  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  13G ;  Twelfth  Kentucky  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry, 
476;  Fifth  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry,  333;  One  hundredth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  318;  One  hundred  and  twelfth  Illinois  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  2C7;  Eighth  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry,  390;  Sixty- 
third  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  250;  One  hundred  and  thud  Ohio 
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Volunteer  Infantry,  362;  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  29;  Sixty- fifth  Illinois  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  434.  A 
report  of  the  number  required  to  fill  up  the  First  Division,  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps,  will  be.  forwarded  in  a  few  days. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIBLD, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Special  Orders,  ^   Hdqes.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

>  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  13.  )  Wilmington,  N.  C,  February  24, 1865. 

IV.  By  direction  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  Armies  of 
the  United  States,  Brig.  Gen.  T.  F.  Meagher  is  relieved  from  duty  in 
this  department.  He  will  repair  without  delay  to  his  place  of  residence 
and  report  by  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Wilmington,  N.  G.,  February  24, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  : 
General:  The  general   commanding  desires  you  to  let  Colonel 
Daggett's  brigade  remain  where  it  is  for  the  present,  picketing  the 
road,  &c.,  in  that  direction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,' 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )      Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

]Sfo.  41.  )         Northeast  Station,  JV.  C,  February  24, 1865. 

1.  Until  further  orders  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty- 
fourth  Army  Corps,  will  be  attached  to  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  C. 
J.  Paine,  commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps.  The 
light  batteries  of  this  command  will  hereafter  report  direct  to  these 
headquarters. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry : 
■^  A.  TERRY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


"War  Department, 
Washington  City,  February  25, 1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point: 
No  commander  for  the  Department  of  West  Virginia  has  yet  been 
appointed.    Hartsuff,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  fit  for  anything.    I  will 
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suggest  to  yon  a  commander  some  time  to-day  or  to-morrow.  Scho- 
field's  nomination  will  be  made,  as  requested,  subject,  however,  to  his 
obedience  to  orders.  I  am  not  satisfied  with  his  conduct  in  seizing  the 
hospital  boat  Spaulding,  to  make  it  his  own  quarters.  I  have  directed 
him  to  give  it  up.  If  he  obeys  the  order  promptly  I  will  send  in  his 
nomination,  otherwise  I  will  not.  I  wish  you  would  instruct  him  as  to 
the  impropriety  of  an  officer  using  hospital  boats  for  their  own  per- 
sonal accommodation,  or  using  or  employing  transports  for  their  quar- 
ters at  a  vast  expense  to  the  Government.  There  has  been  too  UMich 
of  such  practice  already,  and  he  takes  rather  an  early  start  in  such 
irregularities. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  25^  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

General  Gomstock  has  just  returned  from  "Wilmington.  He  says 
that  General  Schofleld  arrived'  at  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver  without  his 
transportation,  and  as  he  had  to  move  about  on  the  water  asked  the 
quartermaster  if  there  was  a  boat  he  could  use  temporarily  as  well  as 
not.  He  was  told  the  Spaulding  was  doing  nothing.  When  General 
Comstock  left  the  Spaulding  was  to  be  loaded  with  wounded  and  some 
escaped  prisoners.  I  will  have  an  order  made  prohibiting  the  use  of 
boats  for  headquarters. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


.     Washington,  February  25, 1865—12.40  p.  m. 
Lieuten ant-General  Grant: 

YoUr  letter  of  the  23d  received.  There  is  no  occasion  to  expect  the 
President  will  make  any  order  against  your  wishes.  The  reasons  men- 
tioned by  you  have  already  been  presented  and  are  conclusive. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  25, 1865—2.30  p.  m. 

TT      T^  ^T  „  (Received  7  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  : 

One  of  my  staff  officers,  who  has  just  returned  from  Wilmington 
says  nothing  has  been  done  to  save  the  large  amount  of  ordnance  and' 
ordnance  stores  captured  in  Cape  Fear  River.    I  think  the  Chief  of 
Ordnance  should  be  required  to  take  immediate  steps  to  secure  all  ord- 
nance stores  captured  on  the  coast. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  25,  1865—10.30  a.  m. 
Lientenant-General  Grant,  City  Point : 

On  the  19th  orders  were  sent  to  General  Gillmore  to  send  all  white 
troops  not  required  to  hold  most  important  seaports  to  Cape  Fear  River. 


Chap.  LIX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  563 

He  had  not  received  it  when  he  wrote  his  dispatch  of  the  21st.*  I  do 
not  see  the  policy  of  opening  any  railroads  from  Charleston,  but  will 
await  .your  orders  on  Gillmore's  requisition. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  25,  1865—1  p.  m. 

(Received  2  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington  : 
General  Gillmore's  dispatch  of  the  21st  received.  I  scarcely  see  a 
contingency  under  which  it  will  lie  necessary  at  present  to  open  railroad 
communication  in  South  Carolina.  It  is  well  enough  to  occupy  George- 
town until  Sherman  is  in  communication  from  the  seacoast.  It  is 
barely  possible,  though  not  probable,  that  he  may  require  supplies 
from  Georgetown.     I  expect  nothing  of  the  kind,  however. 

U.  S.  GiiANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 


New  Yokk,  February  25, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Armies  in  the  Field,  Washington: 
General:  The  citizens  of  New  York  have  confided  to  us  the  grate- 
ful duty  of  transmitting  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  on  the  22d 
instant,  in  which  they  offer  their  cordial  congratulations  to  the  country 
on  the  recent  successes  of  the  Union  arms.  In  the  performance  of  this 
duty  we  beg  to  assure  you  of  our  hearty  concurrence  in  the  sentiments 
of  the  resolutions  and  our  admiration  of  the  skill  and  gallantry  evinced 
by  the  forces  engaged  in  upholding  the  flag  of  the  nation. 

With  the  highest  respect,  we  remain,  your  obedient  servants, 

MOSES  TAYLOli, 

Chairman. 
SAM'L  SLOAN, 
S.  B.  CHITTENDEN, 

Secretaries. 

[Inclosnre-] 

NATIONAL  CELEBEATION  OF  UNION  VICTOEIES. 

MEETING   OP   CITIZENS. 

New  York,  February  22, 1865. 

On  motion  of  Paul  Spofibrd,  esq.,  Mr.  Moses  Taylor  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  Messrs.  S.  B.  Chittenden  and  Samuel  Sloan  were  appointed 
secretaries. 

The  chairman  announced  the  purpose  of  the  meeting,  and  Mr.  Sloan 
offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  seconded  by  Mr.  Charles 
H.  Kussell: 

rROPOSBD   CELEBKATION  OF  UNION  VICTOKIES. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  war  to  quell  rebellion,  which  now  rapidly  approaches  its 
inevitable  conclusion,  involves  essentially  the  principles  of  self-government,  human 
freedom,  and  Christian  civilization ;  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  abun- 
dant cause  for  congratulation  in  the  knowledge  that  while  successfully  maintain- 

'  ~*See p.  525. 
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ing,  by  force  of  arms,  the  Government  of  their  choice  and  the  life  of  the  nation,  they 
are  at  the  same  time  eifecbually  asserting  the  inviolable  doctrine  that  this  continent 
is  forever  devoted  to  the  cause  of  liberal  institutions  and  republican  government. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  recent  signal  victories  acliieved  by  the  military  and  naval 
power  of  the  United  States  over  tlie  insurgent  Ibrces  in  revolt  against  the  Govern- 
ment call  for  the  expression  of  cordial  congratulations  to  officers,  soldiers,  and  sea- 
men, who  share  in  the  renown  of  these  glorions  successes. 

8.  Itenolved,  Thatthe  armies  led  by  Generals  Grant,  Sherman,  Thomas,  Meade,  Sheri- 
dan, and  Terry,  and  the  naval  forces  serving  under  the  orders  of  Admirals  Farragut 
and  Porter,  have,  by  their  valor  and  devotion  to  duty,  maintained  the  integrity  of 
the  nation  and  upheld  the  honor  of  its  flag,  and  richly  deserve  the  applause  of  a 
grateful  people. 

4.  Resolved,  That  in  brilliancy  of  design,  intrepid  energy  of  action,  inexorable 
determination  to  compel  success,  the  campaign  of  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas  has  no 
example  in  military  liistory,  and  covers  the  names  of  Grant  and  Sherman  with  imper- 
ishable glory. 

5.  Hesolred,  That  the  treacherous  assault  upon  Sumter  has  been  fitly  expiated  in 
the  ignominious  flight  of  the  assailants  from  the  soil  they  had  desecrated  without  a 
shot  fired  in  defense  of  a  city  dedicated  to  treason. 

6.  Resolved,  That  it  is  becoming  in  a  free  and  enlightened  people  to  recognize  and 
applaud  distinguished  public  services  rendered  in  the  cause  of  the  country,  and  that 
the  citizens  of  New  York  regard  it  as  a  duty  to  give  public  expression  of  their  grati- 
tude to  the  heroic  men  who,  under  Divine  Providence,  have  defended  the  flag  and 
preserved  the  honor  of  the  nation. 

7.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  citizens  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report,  at  a 
subsequent  meeting  to  be  called  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  in  regard  to  the 
time  and  manner  of  celebrating  the  recent  triumphs  of  the  Union  arms,  and  with  the 
purpose  of  uniting  in  a  whole  community,  irrespective  of  all  other  considerations, 
in  a  grand  ovation  to  the  principles  of  loyal  duty  to  the  country  and  its  Govern- 
ment. 

8.  Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  governor  of  this  State,  and  to  the  several  officers  named  therein, 
and  that  the  same  be  published. 

Brief  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  William  M.  Evarts,  Mr.  Wetmore, 
and  others,  and  the  resolutious  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Judge  Davies  offered  tlie.  following  resolution,  which  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  E.  L.  Stuart,  and  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  send  a  national  ship  to  Charleston 
Harbor  to  convey  thither  General  Robert  Anderson,  that  he  may  replace  upon  the 
flag-staff'  of  Fort  Sumter  that  national  banner,  the  emblem  of  our  liberties  and  of 
onr  Union,  which,  on  the  13th  of  April,  1861,  he  was  compelled  to  lower  at  the  dicta- 
tion of  the  traitors  of  Sonth  Carolina. 

By  order  of  the  meeting: 

MOSES  TAYLOE, 

Chairman. 

S.  B.  CHITTENDEN, 
SAM'L  SLOAN, 

tSccretaries. 


Special  Orders,  )      War  Bept.,  Ad.tt.  General's  Office, 

^o-  93.  )  Washington,  February  25,  1865. 

******* 
53.  Brig.  Gen.  Hugh  Ewing,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  in  person 
without  delay  to  Major-General  Schofield,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  command- 
ing Dei)artmeiit  of  North  Carolina,  to  relieve  Brig.  Gen.  T.  F.  Meagher 
LT.  S.  Volunteers.  ' 

******# 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Willi anm''  Vross-Roads,  Frhruary  S'j,  'isor,. 
31  aj.  (ieu.  W.  T.  Shekman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  General 
Logan's  head  of  column  reached  West's  Cross- Koads,  near  l)e  Bruhl's, 
where  he  encamped  two  divisions  last  night.  His  other  two  divisions 
are  lieadiny  on  tlie  same  road,  having  moved  toward  Camden  as  far  as 
Maunders'  Creek,  and  then  taking  a  cross-road  directly  toward  Tillers- 
viUe.  I  have  to-day  sent  my  headquarters  escort,  signal  party,  and 
scouts  with  instructions  to  go  to  Camden,  burn  the  depot  and  bridge, 
and  then  rejoin  us.  I  also  directed  General  Logan  to  send  all  his 
mounted  men  to  secure  and  hold  Tiller's  Bridge. 

The  rest  of  Logaii's  command  will  remain  in  camp  to-day.  General 
Blair's  head  of  column  encamped  near  Flat  Rock  last  night.  As  soon 
as  he  gets  near  enough  he  will  send  his  mounted  infantry  straight  to 
Young's  Bridge. 

Considering  the  rain  the  roads  in  this  quarter  are  not  bad,  though 
the  farms  are  not  very  productive,  and  a  good  ways  apart.  My  scouts, 
day  before  yesterday,  under  Lieutenant  McQueen,  stampeded  a  force 
of  the  enemy  near  Camden,  captured  three  prisoners,  and  broke  up 
twelve  or  fifteen  muskets.  General  Logan's  scouts  were  near  Camden 
yesterday,  and  encountered  some  mounted  militia,  but  no  great  force. 
The  advance  yesterday  captured  some  50  or  60  refugee  wagons  and  a 
large  number  of  fine  mules.  General  John  E.  Smith's  foragers  captured 
about  70  militia.  It  is  said  they  gave  themselves  up.  General  Blair's 
advance  encountered  a  few  rebel  cavalry  near  Flat  Rock  last  night. 
We  have  a  good  many  prisoners,  who  left  Charleston  Thursday.  The 
information  is  positive  that  Charleston  is  in  our  hands.  A  dispatch 
was  received  in  Camden  yesterday  stating  that  Wilmington  was  in 
])ossession  of  our  forces. 

At  the  last  crossing  about  2,000  horses  and  mules  were  taken  from 
men  not  authorized  to  use  them.  The  unserviceable  were  killed. 
The  artillery  and  mounted  men  and  pontoon  trains  were  refitted.  I 
believe  1  understand  your  views  fully,  and  will  not  hasten  my  march 
too  much,  and  will  carefully  consider  the  propriety  of  sending  a  force  to 
Florence.  I  think  I  might  at  least  secure  some  rolling-stock  above 
Black  Creek  by  tapping  the  railroad  near  Darlington.  I  could  send  a 
division  light  to  Darlington  with  mounted  infantry.  Thence  the  latter 
conld  move  down  to  Florence  and  vicinity,  burn  bridges,  trestle-work, 
&c.,  and  return.  This  could  be  accomplished  and  the  entire  expedi- 
tion reach  Cheraw  in  five  days,  causing  us  to  wait  at  Cheraw  about 
three  days.  Please  say  if  your  movements  on  the  left  will  admit  of 
that  amount  of  delay.  My  headquarters  to-morrow  night  will  be  at 
Tillersville  Post-OiHce.  Please  communicate  with  me  through  General 
Blair. 

This  will  probably  reach  you  in  time  to  answer  tonight,  as  tiic  rear 
of  General  Blair's  column  will  not  be  farther  than  Williams'  Cross- 
Roads. 

Very  respectfully, 

O,  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 
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CiKcrLAE.J      Hdqks.  Dept.  and  Army  of  tiik  Tennessee, 

jVear    Williams^  Cross-Rondu,  S.  (J.,  February  25^  18G5. 

The  general  believes  that  it  is  the  enemy's  intention  to  kill  our  for- 
agers after  capture.  Two  were  found  murdered  the  other  day  aud 
labeled  ''Death  to  foragers."  Two  were  killed  this  morning  near 
General  Jolin  E.  Smith's  camp.  General  Sherman's  directions  with 
regard  to  retaliation  will  be  strictly  carried  out  by  cor^js  and  division 
commanders;  yet  it  is  enjoined  again  upon  all  officers  to  prohibit  indi- 
vidual foraging.  The  party  must  be  big  enough  to  be  self-protecting. 
In  two  or  three  instances  of  late  trains  have  been  so  straggled  out  on 
the  march  that  a  sudden  dash  of  the  enemy  miglit  capture  several 
wagons  without  difficulty,  and  frequently  wagons  are  sent  out  to  forage 
with  insufficient  guards  of  five  or  six  men.  Every  officer  wlio  cares  at 
all  for  our  safety  and  would  save  the  precious  lives  of  our  men  must  do 
his  part  to  prevent  these  irregularities.  If  not  already  done,  an  officer 
will  be  detailed  in  each  brigade  to  have  permanent  charge  of  the  forag- 
ing parties.  His  name  will  be  registered  at  division  and  corps  head- 
quarters. The  corps  chief  of  artillery  will  regulate  the  foraging  for 
tlie  Artillery  Brigade  of  the  corps;  the  chief  quartermaster  for  the 
trains  of  the  corps,  and  an  officer  be  appointed  to  the  same  duty  for 
each  headquarters.  Capt.  P.  A.  Taylor,  chief  signal  officer,  is  announced 
as  the  officer  for  these  headquarters.  The  specific  directions  of  each 
corps  commander  will  be  republished. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Asxistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special        )        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No,  49.  )    Near  WilHams'  Gross-Roads,  February  25,  1865. 

The  movement  for  to-morrow  will  commence  at  7  a.  m.  The  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  move  to 
Young's  Bridge.  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  (icn.  John  A.  Logan 
commanding,wi]lmoveto  Tiller's  Bridge  and  cross  at  least  two  divisions. 
Each  of  the  pontoon  trains  will  be  located  daily  in  the  column  by  the 
corps  commander  and  its  commanding  oflfictr  notified.  Headquarters 
will  be  to-morrow  night  at  Tiller's  Bridge. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Wesfs  Cross-Roads,  S.  C,  February  25,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  VAN'  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  :  The  rebel  cavalry  are  moving  on  the  Porter  road,  down  on 
my  flank.  I  have  had  a  little  fight  with  them  and  drove  them  oft"  ap])ar- 
ently.  What  they  may  have  behind  them  I  cannot  say.  I  have  had  2 
men  killed  and  several  wounded;  have  killed  and  wounded  some  10 
rebels.  Think  it  would  be  well  for  General  Blair  to  send  some  of  his 
advance  well  out  toward  this  (Porter's)  road  to  see  what  is  in  his  front. 
Have  ]iossession  of  Tiller's  Bridge  all  sate. 

1  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

MajorOeneral. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Near   Williams^  Cross- Roads,  February  25, 1865 — 2.33  p.  m. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  for  his  information.     I  think  the  road  referred  to  in  the 
within  communication  is  the  one  shown  on  the  map  as  running  direct 
from  West's  to  Camden. 
Bv  order  of  Major-General  Howard: 

WM.  Yj.  STROI^G, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqes.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

J\^eflr  Wesfs  Gross-Roads,  8.  C,  February  So,  1865. 
[Maj.  Max.  Woodhull:] 

Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  I  am  still  occupying  the  position 
as  reported  last  evening.  There  are  no  indications  of  the  enemy  in  my 
front.  To-day  there  was  one  regiment  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  my 
division  sent  out  on  the  road  toward  Camden  to  the  distance  of  four 
miles  and  a  half  from  my  camp,  but  the  reconnaissance  discovered  no 
signs  of  the  enemy.  Some  of  my  foragers  have  been  captured  off  in 
tlie  direction  of  Camden,  though  I  cannot  learn  of  their  being  anybody 
of  rebels  in  that  vicinity.  The  parties  have  all  been  well  cautioned 
against  separating  when  away  from  the  column.  One  of  my  regiments 
encamps  out  on  the  Camden  road  one  mile  to-night,  and  I  have  a  party 
of  eighty  men,  mounted,  sent  back  to  the  rear  this  evening,  partially 
with  a  view  to  reconnoitering  in  that  direction. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Wesfs  Cross-Roads,  S.  C,  February  25,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Instances  of  brutality,  and  murder  even,  have  come  to 
the  attention  of  the  commanding  general,  committetl,  it  is  presumed, 
by  the  citizens  of  the  country  upon  foragers  from  this  and  other  corps 
of  the  army.  Moving  through  an  enemy's  country,  in  the  manner  and 
on  distant  marches  as  this  army  does,  it  becomes  necessary  to  resort  to 
this  means  of  obtaining  subsistence,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry 
rations  for  the  campaign  in  our  wagon  trains.  The  general  command- 
ing has  given  the  matter  his  attention,  and  would  have  issued  instruc- 
tions relative  to  a  system  of  retaliation  had  not  the  commander-in-chief 
himself  prepared  a  note  upon  the  subject.  I  am  directed  to  communi- 
cate the  following  extract  from  General  Sherman's  note  for  your  infor- 
mation and  guidance: 

[Extrnot] 

He  (General  KUpatrick)  reports  tbat  two  men  of  his  foraging  parties  were  mur- 
dered after  capture  bv  the  enemy  and  labeled  "Death  to  all  foragers."  Now,  it  is 
clearly  our  war  right  to  subai.st  our  army  on  the  enemy.  Napoleon  always  did  it, 
but  could  avail  himself  of  the  civil  powers  he  iound  in  existence  to  collect  forage 
iind  provisions  by  regular  impressments.     We  cannot  do  that  here,  and  I  contend  if 
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the  enemy  fails  to  defend  his  country  Tve  may  rightfully  appropriate  what  we  want. 
If  our  foragers  act  under  mine,  yours,  or  otlier  proper  authority,  they  must  be  pro- 
tected. 1  have  ordered  Kilpatrick  to  select  of  his  prisoners  man  for  man,  shoot 
them,  and  leave  them  by  the  roajlside  labeled,  so  that  our  enemy  will  see  that  for 
every  man  ho  executes  he  takes  the  life  of  one  of  his  own.  I  want  the  foragers, 
however,  to  be  kept  within  reasonable  bounds  for  the  sake  of  discipline.  I  will  not 
protect  them  when  tliey  enter  dwellings  and  commit  wanton  waste,  such  as  woman's 
apparel,  jewelry,  and  such  tilings  as  are  not  needed  by  our  army.  They  may  destroy 
cotton  and  tobacco,  because  these  things  are  assumed  by  the  rebel  Government  to 
belongto  it,  and  are  used  as  .a  valuable  source  of  revenue.  Nor  will  I  consent  to  the 
enemy  taking  the  lives  of  our  men  on  their  jadgment.  They  have  lost  all  title  to 
property  and  can  lose  nothing  not  already  forfeited,  but  we  should  punish  for  a 
departure  from  orders,  and  if  the  people  resist  our  foragers  I  will  not  deem  it  wrong, 
but  the  Confederate  army  must  not  be  supposed  the  champions  of  any  people.  I 
lay  down  those  general  rules  and  wish  you  to  be  governed  by  them.  If  any  of  your 
foragers  are  niurdere<l,  take  life  for  life,  leaving  a  record  of  each  case. 

I  am,  genera],  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 

A ssititan t  A djiitant- General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Hazen,  John  E.  Smith,  and  Corse.) 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Wesih  Cross-Boads,  »S'.  (7.,  February  35,  1SC.5. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  ITazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  push  a  brigade  at  once  to  the  cross-roads  at  li.  McCaskill's,  where 
they  will  please  go  into  camp  in  a  defensive  position,  covering  the 
cross-roads.  General  Smith  has  been  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  and  a  force  of  rebels  is  believed  to  be  in  this  vicinity. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
A  ssistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Sandy  Grove  Church,  February  2S,  1865 — 1  p.  m. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 


The  head  of  column  of  both  divisions  has  arrived  here  and  encamping- 
I  sent  a  force  of  mounted  foragers  early  this  morning  to  take  possession 

"f  '^'^'Mer's  Bridge.    As  s""-  --  ^  ' ' "'         -     ...  .    . 

ss. 
1  am,  respectfully. 


ot  liller's  Bridge.    As  soon  as  I  hear  froiu  them  I  will  report  their 
success. 


W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General^ 


Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

WesVs  Cross-Boads,  February  35,  1865. 


General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
written  at  1  p.  m.  I  presume  ere  this  you  have  received  instructions 
Irom  die  genera  commanding  to  i)lace  one  brigade  in  position  at  the 
crossroads  at  K.  McCaskill's,  and  to  send  another  to  Tiller's  Brid"-e 
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wliicb  is  in  possession  of  our  mounted  infantry.  My  orderljes  left  with 
dispatches  to  that  effect  some  time  ago.  General  Smith  had  a  skirmish 
with  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  Roberts  roail,  killing  and  wouading 
about  ten  of  their  men. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

ISandy  Grove  Church,  iS.  C,  February  25,  18G5. 
Maj.  Max.  VVoodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General ; 
I  have,  in  accordance  with  instructions,  placed  a  brigade  at  Tiller's 
Bridge,  also  have  sent  two  regiments  to  Kelly's  Bridge.  I  have  thought 
best  to  do  so,  as  the  bridge  (Kelly's)  is  in  our  hands,  is  in  serviceable 
condition,  and  would  be  available  for  use  should  it  be  thought  advisa- 
ble to  send  a  column  across  there,  using  the  system  of  parallel  roads 
south  of  the  main  Cheraw  road.  In  a  note,  just  received,  you  allude  to 
an  order  to  push  a  brigade  to  McCaskill's.  No  such  order  has  been 
received,  and  by  referring  to  the  map,  as  it  would  be  sendiug  troops  to 
the  rear  some  three  or  more  miles,  I  presume  the  order  may  have 
been  given  to  some  troops  behind  that  position.  Be  pleased  to  reply  if 
it  is  still  expected  for  me  to  send  troops  to  McCaskill's. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  25,  1865. 
Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding,  &c. : 
General:  As  you  have  not  yet  received  my  note  requesting  you  to 
place  a  brigade  at  McCaskill's  Cross-Koads  I  presume  my  orderly  has 
been  captured.  The  enemy  has  quite  a  force  of  cavalry  in  our  neigh- 
borhood, and  we  have  lost  some  foragers  and  two  headquarters  order- 
lies. The  general  wants  a  brigade  from  either  the  Second  or  Fourth 
Division  placed  in  position  at  McCaskill's,  as  indicated  m  my  note. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Wesfs  Cross- Roads,  S.  C,  Abruary  25,  1865. 

[Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps :  \ 
General  :  Major  Burkhardt  reports  that  the  bridge  over  Lynch's 
Creek,  on  the  Camden  and  Cheraw  road,  near  Tillersville  Post-Office, 
is  in  his  possession,  and  in  good  order.    Please  push  your  advanced  bri 
gade  to  the  bridge,  with  instructions  to  hold  the  same,  as  this  corps 
may  cross  at  that  jwint.     It  would  be  well  for  them  to  intrench. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
^  MAX.  WOODHDLL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Hdqks.  TniKD  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Wefit's  Plantation,  S.  C,  February  25,  1865. 
[Maj.  Max.  Woodhull:] 

Major  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  foragers  report  that  from  300  to  400  of  the  enemy  are  about  three 
miles  back  on  this  road  on  which  this  command  marched  yesterday,  and 
that  it  may  be  the  advance  ofa  larger  force.  He  respectfully  suggests 
that  if  it  meets  with  the  approbation  of  the  major-general  commanding 
corps  that  a  brigade  be  sent  to  near  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade 
of  this  division,  the  point  designated  by  him  yestertlay  for  one  brigade. 
General  Sunth  has  started  out  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  founda- 
tion there  is  for  the  above  report. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  BUDLONG,- 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Wenfs  Gross-Roads,  iS.  (J.,  February  35,  1865. 
Bvt.  Majj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse, 

Commanding  Foiirth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  It  has  been,  ascertained  that  the  enemy  have  quite  a 
force  of  cavalry  on  our  ilanks  and  are  picking  up  a  large  number  of 
our  foragers,  scouts,  and  stragglers.  Division  commanders  Avill  please 
call  the  attention  of  officers  in  charge  of  forage  details  to  the  necessity 
of  holding  their  men  well  in  hand  and  in  condition  to  meet  an  attack 
by  the  mounted  force  of  the  enemy.  A  detachment  of  foragers  under 
command  of  an  intelligent  ofticer,  M'hen  not  drunk  or  scattered,  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  cavalry  dashes,  but  can  make  good  their  retreat 
upon  the  main  column  should  they  encounter  a  superior  force.  But 
when  scattered,  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  plunder,  rather  than  in 
gathering  subsistence  for  the  army,  tiiey  render  themselves  an  easy 
prey  to- an  active  enemy.  In  this  connection  I  have  the  honor  to  invite 
your  attention  to  a  communication  from  these  headquarters  relative  to 
the  treatment  of  certain  foragers  captured  by  the  enemy  from  General 
Kilpatrick.* 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Woods,  Hazen,  and  John  E.  Smith.) 


s.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
the  Field,  Pine  Tree.  Church,  iS.  C,  February  25,,  li 


Hdqrs. 

In  tne  Mteia,  vine  Tree.  Vliuroli,  (i.  C,  February  25,.  186L 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth-  Army-  Corps: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to-submit  the  following- as>.a  report  of  the 

movements  of  my  division  this  instant:  I  broke  camp  at  7.30  a.  m.  and 

moved  by  a  cut  road  parallel  to  the  Camden  and  Chera,w  road  to  Pine 

Tree  Meeting-House,  a  distance  of  eight  miles.    I.  have  ordered  three 


•See  Woodhnll  to  Woods,  p.  567. 
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regiments  to  move  to  McCaskill's  Cross-Roads,  four  miles  distant,  with 
instructions  to  hold  that  position.    The  remainder  of  my  command  is 
m  a  defensible  position  and  in  bivouac  at  this  point. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO  M.  OOESB, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fottrth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  Field,  Pine  Tree  Meetiny- House,  February  S5,  1805, 

Col.  F.  J.  HURLBUT, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade : 
Colonel:  You  will  pay  particular  attention  to  the  posting  of  your 
pickets  to-night,  connecting  on  the  right  with  those  of  General  Kice, 
and  instructing  them  to  be  on  the  alert  and  very  watchful  toward  morn- 
ing. Hampton's  cavalry,  said  to  be  about  5,000  strong,  are  in  our 
vicinity,  and  captured  most  of  the  foragers  of  the  First  Division  to-day 
and  some  wagons. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Mounted  Infantry, 
Near   Tiller's  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  25,  18()5—1.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  Piirsuant  to  orders  from  headquarters  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  1  broke  camp  at  daybreak  this  a.  m.  and  marched  to  this  place, 
at  which  I  arrived  at  9  a.  m.,  meeting  with  no  opposition  and  finding 
the  bridge  safe.  We  captured  10  guns,  7  kegs  of  powder,  and  20  pris- 
oners. There  is  another  bridge  four  miles  below.  The  road  is  good  to 
both  bridges  on  this  side.  On  the  opposite  side  the  roads  are  swampy 
for  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  I  have  picketed  the  road  at  both  bridges 
and  await  orders.  My  vedettes  have  j  ust  brought  in  a  company  of  State 
militia,  seventeen  strong. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
'  '        •         1  CH.  BURKHARDT, 

Major  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Fear  HougKs  Bridge,  on  Little  T/yncKs  Creelc,  February  35, 1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  ■  The  Fourth  Division  of  my  command  is  encamped  one  mile 
and  a  half  east  of  Little  Lvnch's  Creek.    The  First  Divisiou  is  encamp- 
ing on  the  west  side  of  the  creek.    The  Third  Division  will  encamp  from 
three  to  five  miles  back.    I  have  not  yet  heard  from  them. 

Respectfully.  ^^^^^^  ^^   ^j^^^^,^  ^^^ 

Major-General. 
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Hi'EC'IAL  OUDEKS,  )  HdQRS.    SEVENTEENTH   ARMY   CORPS, 

i  Hough's  Brkhjc,  Little  Lynches  Greek, 

No.  52.  )  Fehriumj  25,  1865. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  to  Young's  Bridge: 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  move 
forward  at  6  a.  m.,  crossing  Little  Lynch's  Creek. 

The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
be  prepared  to  move  at  8.30  o'clock,  and  will  follow  the  First  Division. 

The  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  move  next  after  the  troops  of  the 
First  Division,  with  their  tool-wagons  and  ambulances. 

Their  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 

The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  P.  Force  commanding,  will  move 
forward  at  daylight  and  will  march  as  far  as  practicable. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will-  move  forward  at  6.30  a.  m. 

Corps  headquarters  train  will  follow  the  headquarters  train  of  the 
First  Division. 

Great  care  will  be  taken  that  the  foragers  are  kept  together,  as  the 
enemy's  cavalry  are  hovering  on  our  flanks. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  OADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Note. — The  First  Division  not  getting  across  Little  Lynch's  Creek 
in  time,  the  Fourth  Division  moved  in  advance. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Little  Lynch's  Creek,  Bough's,  February  35,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  wishes  you  to  move  as 
far  as  you  can  to-day  and  go  into  camp.  He  wishes  you  to  send  him 
word  where  you  are.  The  Fourth  Division  will  encamp  on  the  east 
side  of  Little  Lynch's  Creek,  crossing  at  Hough's  Bridge ;  First  Division 
on  west  side. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjiitant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Hough's  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  25,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  P.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  you  will  move  forward  at  daylight  to-nmrrow  morning,  following 
the  road  taken  by  the  other  divisions,  crossing  Hough's  Bridge  on  Little 
Lynch's  Creek.  Order  the  pontoon  train  to  move  with  you.  The  road 
passed  over  to  day  has  been  good  and  I  think  you  will  find  it  the  same 
to-morrow.  The  leading  division  will  make  Young's  Bridge  to-morrow 
and  the  general  wishes  you  to  make  as  near  that  point  as  practicable 
Instruct  your  foragers  to  be  on  the  lookout,  as  che  enemy's  cavalry  are 
scouting  round  us. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqks.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Copeland's,  8.  C,  February  35, 1865. 
Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Captain  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  camps  at 
Copeland's  to-night.  The  advance  reached  it  at  7  p.  m.,  and  at  this 
writing,  8.30  p.  ni.,  the  8ux)ply  train  and  bridge  train  are  still  to  come 
in.  The  roads  are  terrible.  At  the  least  calculation  1  have  built  four 
miles  of  corduroy  to-day.  Men  and  animals  are  both  extremely  tired. 
The  bridge  train  parked  three  miles  in  rear  of  my  division  last  night. 
Copeland's  is  on  the  east  bank  of  Flat  Eock  Creek,  two  miles  north  of 
Flat  Rock  Post-Offlce. 

I  am,  captain,  very  truly,  yours, 

M.  F.  FOECE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Gommandiny. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  25,  1865. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 
General  :  It  is  plain  that  we  must  reduce  our  trains.  If  you  will 
order  General  Davis  to  burn  his  trains  beyond  the  river  and  double  his 
teams  I  can  make  up  100  or  200  wagons  out  of  the  headquarters  trains 
and  from  Howard  when  we  meet  at  Cheraw.  He  could  discriminate  as 
to  contents,  giving  the  preference  to  those  containing  salt,  sugar,  cof- 
fee, and  bread.  Of  course  the  pontoon  train  must  be  carried  along. 
I  am,  yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  25,  1865. 

General  Slocum,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  General  Sherman  would  like  to  know  if  General  Will- 
iams is  to  move  to-day.    If  he  is.  General  Sherman  would  like  to  see 
you,  but  he  counsels  lying  by  until  better  weather,  or  at  least  today. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

•^        ^  J^w         ,  ^   ^    DAYTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 
In  the  Field,  near  Warrenton,  8.  C,  February  25,  18U5—8  p.  m. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  if  you  find  it  impossible  to  get  your  wagons  over  the  river  you  had 
better  destroy  them  and.  double  your  teams,  being  careful  to  preserve 
your  ammunition,  salt,  sugar,  coffee,  and  hard  bread,  and  the  pontoon 
train.  Should  you  find  it  necessary  to  destroy  any  of  your  wagons 
they  will  be  made  up  to  you  from  other  sources. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^        '  ROBT.  r.  DECHEKT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Special        ^        Headquaeters  Second  Division, 
Field  Orders,  >  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  17.  )  Eilliardh  Farm,  S.  C,  February  25,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  at  the  same  time  and  in  the 
same  order  as  was  ordered  for  to-day.  General  Pardee  will  take  charge 
of  2-50  teams.  Colonel  Mindil,  150,  aiid  General  Barnum  the  remainder. 
Bach  regiment  will  march  in  a  body  by  the  side  of  the  portion  of  the 
train  assigned  to  it,  and  will  be  used  whenever  necessary  to  repair  the 
roads  or  assist  the  teams  tlirough  bad  places. 

The  pioneer  company  of  each  brigade  will  report  at  the  head  of  the 
column  to-General  Pardee,  who  will  use  them,  together  with  his  lead- 
ing regiment,  to  make  corduroy  road  and  other  repairs. 

No  troops  will  leave  the  trains  assigned  to  them  until  they  have 
brought  them  into  camp. 

Whenever  there  is  a  halt  in  any  portion  of  the  train,  the  trains  in 
rear  must  move  up  into  park  whenever  the  ground  will  admit. 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  February  25,  1865. 
Major  ^General  Gillmore, 

Hilton  Head: 

General  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  General  Grant's  reply*  to 
your  dispatch  of  the  21st.  The  railroad  employes  asked  for  will  not 
be  sent,  at  least  for  the  present.  It  is  presumed  that  before  this  time 
you  have  received  my  dispatch  of  the  lf)th,  and  have  sent  all  your 
available  white. troops  to  Wilmington.  General  Grant  expects  to  open 
communication  with  General  Sherman  through  North  Carolina,  and 
all  our  efforts  are  to  be  made  in  that  direction.  It  is  hoped  that  you 
will  not  increase  the  number  of  your  military  posts,  and  will  send  as 
many  troops  as  you  possibly  can  to  Wilmington.  We  want  to  hold 
nothing  in  South  Carolina  at  present  except  the  ports,  and  guns  can 
be  so  arranged  m  the  forts  as  to  command  the  city  of  Charleston. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  25,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Savannah,  &c.  : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  extract 
from  a  etter  to  you  from  Bvt  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs,  Quartermaster- 
General  IJ.  S.  Army   dated  Washington,  D.  C,  February  14, 1865,  in 
regard  to  the  railroads  running  from  Savannah. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

'  See  Grant  to  Haileol?,  1  p.  m.,  p.  563^  ^ 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  25,  1865. 
Ool.  A.  Beckwith, 

Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Savannah: 
I  gave  orders  to  have  Georgetown  occupied,  but  I  fear  the  weather 
has  delayed  the  operation.    I  go  up  to  Charleston  to-night.    The  navy 
are  in  the  inner  bay  at  Georgetown. 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  25,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince, 

Blair's  Landing,  S.  C: 
It  is  reported  by  colored  people  that  Hood's  army,  about  12,000 
strong,  passed  through  Augusta  some  days  since  to  join  Beauregard. 
Finding  himself  cut  off,  he  may  turn  upon  us.  Should  he  appear  on 
your  front  you  will  fall  back  to  Port  Eoyal  Ferry.  The  railroad  can 
be  of  110  use  to  him,  and  you  need  not  attempt  to  hold  it  against  a 
greatly  superior  force. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORB, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  February  25, 1865 — 2  a.  m. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  South. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfally  to  report  as  follows :  A  num- 
ber of  deserters  from  General  Hardee's  army  w«re  brought  in  last  night. 
They  ieft  the  enemy's  lines  on  the  21st,  22d,  and  24th  instant,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Santee  River.  It  seems  there  is  no  doubt  that  General 
Sherman  has  taken  Columbia  and  has  advanced  a  good  distance  east- 
ward. The  rebel  officers  expressed  the  fear  that  they  were  already  cut 
off  by  General  Sherman's  army.  General  Hardee  was  said  to  be  ordered 
to  take  with  his  army  the  route  from  Santee  River  along  the  railroad  to 
Florence  and  Cheraw,  S.  C,  and  from  the  latter  place  to  march  to  Char- 
lotte, N.  0.  General  'Hardee's  army,  now  at  Santee  River,  numbers 
between  10,000  and  12,000,  with  about  forty  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
last  of  his  troops  will  cross  Santee  River  to-day.  General  Potter  was 
vesterday  morning  twenty  two  miles  from  Charleston  on  the  State  road. 
I  ordered  him  to  advance  as  far  as  possible  and  try  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  destroying  the  trestle-work  of  the  railroad  line  over  and 
near  Santee  River.  The  Northeastern  Railroad  is  repaired  as  far  as 
Goose  Creek,  and  trains  are  running.  The  repairs  of  the  trestle-work 
at  Goose  Creek  will  require  at  least  three  days.  Three  locomotives  and 
twenty-four  cars  were  ready  yesterday.  Another  train  will  be  furnished 
to-day.  Telegraph  communication  was  established  yesterday  between 
Goose  Creek  and  Charleston,  and  will  probably  be  established  between 
Charleston  and  General  Potter's  command.  Major  Place  is  at  work  on 
the  State  road  bridge  over  Goose  Creek.  I  am  informed  that  there  are 
between  six  and  seven  feet  of  water  in  Cooper  River  near  Santee  Canal 
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(Monk's  Corner),  and  that  the  canal  may  be  passed  by  row-boats  and 
perhaps  light-draft  steamers.  The  Savannah,  with  100  men,  will 
leave  here  this  morning  at  9  o'clock,  accompanied  by  one  or  two  gun- 
boats, and  is  ordered  to  go  up  Cooper  Eiver  to  the  head  of  navigation 
(Santee  Canal,  Monk's  Corner).  The  vessels  will  make  as  much  noise  as 
possible,  firing  to  the  eastward,  and  try  to  connect  with  General  Potter 
as  soon  as  possible.  Should  the  river  prove  as  navigable  as  pilots 
report  it  to  be,  General  Potter  will  to-day  have  a  new  and  more  simple 
base.  I  shall  order  the  Fifty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  with  a 
number  of  row-boats,  up  Cooper  River  to  try  to  pass  the  canal  and  to 
Santee  Eiver.  Admiral  Dahlgreu  was  to  land  yesterday  350  marines 
on, the  northern  shore  of  Santee  Eiver,  in  order  to  co-operate  with  the 
gun-boats  against  the  Georgetown  battery.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
send  "any  force  to  Santee  Eiver  up  to  this  moment.  The  One  hundred 
and  fifty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers  have  not  yet  arrived,  neither 
has  Colonel  Van  Wyck's  brigade.  The  Fifty-second  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, which  I  ordered  in  from  General  Potter's  command  for  that  pur- 
pose, has  not  yet  reported.  I  have  therefore  been  obliged  to  order  300 
men  of  Twenty- first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  to  Santee  Eiver  on  board  the 
Augusta.  Ensign  Neil,  commanding  the  Augusta,  will  leave  the  harbor 
at  daylight.  The  officers  have  full  instructions,  and  the  movement  will 
be  supported  by  the  navy.  I  would  respectfully  repeat  my  application 
for  the  appointment  of  a  regular  and  able  commissary  for  this  district. 
I  am  very  much  in  want  of  cavalry  saddles  and  bridles  and  of  artillery 
harness.  To  hasten  the  work  on  therailroad  requires  a  large  number 
of  axes" and  spades,  which  are  not  to  be  had  in  this  district.  The  trestle- 
work  of  the  railroad  bridges  requires  a  large  amount  of  lumber,  twelve 
by  twelve,  and  a  supply  of  six-inch  spikes.  The  commissary  stores  have 
finally  arrived.  I  have  ordered  about  400  deserters  and  prisoners  and 
some  cattle  to  be  sent  to  Hilton  Head  by  the  Loyalist. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General,  Vommanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  February  25,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  cavalry  from  under 
your  command  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  as  soon  as  practicable  as  I 
wish  to  send  them  to  Brigadier-General  Potter.  ' 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Deft,  of  the  South 
Col.  C.  H.  VAN  WYCK,  (^^-rleston,  8.  C,  February  25,  'l865. 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Hatch's  Division: 
Colonel:  As  soon  as  your  brigade  is  ready  it  will  cross  over  the 
Ashley  Eiver  and  will  proceed  to  the  Northeastern  Eailroad  depot  from 
whence  it  will  take  the  cars  to  Goose  Creek.    Lieutenant  Hagens  act 
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ing  assistant  quiirteriiiaster  and  chief  quartermaster  of  this  district  will 
furnish  the  necessary  transportation.  Captain  Blau,  acting  aide-de- 
camp  of  the  staff  of  the  brigadier- general  commanding,  will  guide  your 
command.  The  proper  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  straggling  in  the 
city.  The  troops  will  march  with  bands  phiying  and  colors  flying. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  J3I(JKINS0N, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Xurthekn  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  February  25,  1805. 
Col.  r.  p.  Brown,  Jr., 

157tli  New  York  Volunteers: 
Colonel:  You  will  cross  over  to  Charleston  City  as  soon  as  con- 
venient. Lieutenant  Hagens,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  will  fur- 
nish transportation.  Captain  Blau,  acting  aide  de-camp  of  the  briga- 
dier-general's (commanding)  staff,  will  guide  your  command.  The 
proper  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  straggling  in  the  city.  Captain 
Blau  will  conduct  your  command  to  the  fortidcation  outside  of  the  city. 
Your  regiment  will  have  their  colors  flying  and  band  playing  when 
marching  through  the  city. 
Bv  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Fehr%iary  25, 1865—9  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter: 

General  :  Deserters  who  came  in  around  your  command  to-day  state 
that  the  enemy  had  outposts  on  this  (east)  side  of  Cooper  Eiver,  oppo- 
site Strawberry  Ferry.  Others  state  that  the  last  of  the  enemy's  infan- 
try will  cross  San  tee  River  to-day,  and  that  the  trestle-work  and  railroad 
bridge  are  not  yet  burned.  Try  to  prevent  them  from  doing  so.  I  will 
furnish  you  to-morrow  with  another  base.  I  understand  that  there  is 
from  live  to  seven  feet  of  water  in  Cooper  Eiver  up  to  Santee  Canal, 
Monk's  Corner.  The  tin-clad  Savannah  will  leave  here  to-day  at  9  a.  m. 
with  100  men,  and  probably  be  accompanied  by  one  or  two  gunboats, 
and  is  ordered  to  proceed  up  Cooper  Biver  to  the  head  of  navigation 
(Santee  Canal,  Monk's  Corner),  and  to  make  in  going  up  as  much  noise 
as  possible,  firing  eastward.  The  officer  in  command  has  orders  to  con- 
nect with  you  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  Augusta  will  leave  at  day- 
liaht  this  morning  with  300  men  of  the  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  proceed  to  Santee  Biver,  ascend  the  river  to  the  railroad 
bridge  if  possible,  and  connect  with  you  in  that  neighborhood.  The 
navv  will  support  this  movement  with  gun-boats,  steam  and  other 
launches.  Colonel  Van  Wyck's  jrigade  has  not  arrived,  uor  the  One 
hundred  and  fifty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  nor  the  Fifty-second 
Pennsylvania.  I  will  forward  Colonel  Van  Wyck's  brigade  by  trains 
to  Goose  Creek  as  fast  as  they  arrive.  Guides  furnished  by  yon  and 
your  orders  should  be  ready  for  them  there  to  day,  and  await  them 
They  will  be  provided  with  three  days'  ^  a  .ions.  Yesterday  I  ordered 
37  R  R— vol  XLVII,  PT  II 
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200  men  of  the  Twenty-tirst  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  to  report  to  yon. 
Telegraphic  commuuication  is  established  between  here  and  Goose 
Creek.  Yesterday  afternoon  Captain  Lnttwitz  sent  a  telegraph  oper- 
ator with  instrument,  &c.,  up  the  railroad  to  find  you.  Five  mounted 
orderlies  have  been  stationed  at  Goose  Creek  to  convey  dispatches  to 
and  from  you.  After  telegraphic  commuuication  has  been  assured  they 
will  be  at  your  disposal  for  other  purposes.  Five  more  wagons  will  be 
sent  for  you  to  Goose  Creek  by  train  this  morning.  For  one  section  of 
artillery  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  horses  and  harness.  The  last 
report  received  from  you  was  given  to  me  verbally  by  Captain  Luttwitz 
after  he  had  seen  you  day  before  yesterday.  The  Fifty-second  Penn- 
sylvania, after  having  reported  to  these  headquarters,  will  take  up 
Cooper  Eiver  a  number  of  boats,  and  you  may  order  them  to  enter 
Santee  River  by  way  of  the  Santee  Canal,  if  the  latter  should  not  be 
passable  by  the  Savannah. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  j'^our  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigaflier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  February  25,  1865. 
CoMDG.  Officer  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops: 

Captain:  Your  command  will  immediately  march  in  from  the  lines 
to  the  Atlantic  Dock,  where  they  will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
embark  without  delay  on  the  tin  clad  Augusta.  They  will  draw  from 
the  chief  commissary  of  the  district  enough  rations  to  enable  them  to 
have  on  hand  ten  days'  rations  from  to  morrow  morning. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 
Capt.,  TKenty-Hritt  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  awl  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  February  25,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  (ien.  C.  Grover, 

Barannah,  Ga. : 
(tENERal:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  no  aban- 
doned or  captured  property  of  any  kind  whatever  be  put  on  board  any 
Government  transport  for  the  purpose  of  removing  it  from  your  district 
without  proper  authority  from  the  IT.  S.  Treasury  agent.  ' 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE. 

,„         ,    ,,  ,  ,,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  (Tcneral  Hatch.) 

,.  .      ,,  ,  „  ('ITY  I'OINT,  Va.,  February  25.  1865. 

Major-General  Schopield, 

Fortress  Monroe: 

Do  not  hesitate  about  making  any  changes  in  commanders  you  niav 

think  necessary,    I  supposed  Palmer  had  Kinstoii  before  this.    I  think 

by  all  means  you  should  get  Goldsborough,  and  hold  and  supply  it.  as 

soon  as  possible.    If  you  have  information  of  Sherman  coming  in  at 
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any  other  point,  you  will,  of  course,  want  to  meet  bini  with  supplies.  If 
he  should  come  to  Fayetteville,  you  could  send  supplies  after  his  arrival 
there.  Trepare  to  send  supplies  forward  to  Fayetteville  the  moment 
you  know  Sherman  is  coming  in  there. 

U.  S.  (iEANT, 

Lientenunt-  General. 

(Sent  by  telegraph  to  Fort  Monroe  and  thence  by  boat  to  Wilming- 
ton.) 


Wilmington,  >'.  C,  February  25,  180',. 

(Received  March  5.) 
Maj.  (4en.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General : 
General:  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  we  are  in  Wilmington. 
The  enemy  evacuated  and  destroyed  all  Government  shops  and  mate- 
rial. 1  am  securing  all  the  property  that  will  be  of  service  to  the 
department.  I  hope  the  engine  and  cars  will  be  forwarded  with  all 
possible  dispatch.  Please  direct  that  two  light  draft  propeller  tug- 
boats and  two  side-wheel  tugboats  be  ordered  here  for  duty  as  soou 
as  possible.  This  department  is  deficient  in  assistant  quartermasters. 
Please  send  six  good  efficient  officers.  I  will  send  you  regular  reports 
and  estimates  as  soou  as  I  get  the  department  organized.  The  army 
is  in  good  spirits.     We  have  been  crowned  with  success. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  DODGE, 
Colonel  and  Chief  QnartennaaU.r,  Depl.  of  Forth  Carolina. 


Wilmington,  N.  C,  February  25,  1865. 

(Keceived  4  p.  m.  March  5.) 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  McCallum, 

Washington : 
Wilmington  is  in  our  possession  and  General  Schofleld  wishes  the 
railroad  leading  from  here  to  Cioldsborough  opened  up  immediately.  I 
am  ready  to  commence  work  at  once,  but  have  not  leceived  a  single 
car  or  locomotive  yet,  nor  any  of  the  supplies  which  I  have  made 
requisitions  for.  Nothing  of  any  importance  can  be  done  here  until  we 
get  these  supplies  and  rolling-stock.  If  the  rolliugstock  has  not  been 
8lii]iped,  would  it  not  be  well  to  send  some  from  City  Point  to  this 
point  at  once?  I  can  change  tlie  gauge  afterwar<l,  but  1  must  have 
something  to  work  with  now.  I  also  need  more  men.  Can't  you  send 
nie  part  of  the  construction  force  in  Virginia  until  my  men  arrive  from 
the  West'?  I  would  like  to  have  McAlnine  with  500  men  sent  here  as 
soon  as  it  is  possible  to  send  them. 

W.  W\  AA'lilGHT, 
Chief  Enijlneer  Covernmeut  Railroads,  <t"C. 


Special  Gkuers,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

'  Army  op  the  Ohio, 

No.  \i.  S  Wilmington,  N.  C,  Felmtary  25, 1865. 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
District  of  Beaufort.     He  will  repair  without  delay  to  New  Berne, 
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N.  C,  and  assume  the  command  to  which  he  is  assigned.     Biig.  Gen. 
I.  jST.  Palmer  will  report  to  Major  General  Cox  for  duty. 

******* 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Schofleld : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarxees  Depaktment  of  North  Carolina, 

'Wilmington,  February  25,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort: 
General:  Your  assignment  to  the  District  of  Beaufort  is  for  tem- 
porary purposes  only.  The  object  to  be  gained  by  your  operations  is 
the  possession  of  the  railroad  from  New  Berne  to  Goldsborough,  so  that 
it  may  be  put  in  order  for  the  iise  of  the  army.  The  troops  moving 
from  this  place  will  at  the  same  time  open  the  Wilmingtou  and  Golds- 
borougii  road,  and,  if  necessary,  will  act  in  conjunction  with  you  iu 
securing  the  crossing  of  the  Neuse  Eiver  and  the  occupation  of  Kins- 
ton  and  Goldsborough.  These  operations  are  to  be  begun  at  once  and 
pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  practicable,  so  that  the  workmen  may 
not  be  delayed  in  reconstructing  the  road.  The  details  of  your  oper- 
ations are  left  entirely  to  your  own  judgment.  Please  communicate 
with  me  frequently,  giving  me  full  information  of  the  situation  of 
affairs. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SGHOFIELD, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


Headqtarters  Akmy  of  the  Ohio, 

Wilmington,  February  25,  1865. 
ilajor-General  Cox, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort: 
General  :  The  vessels  cariying  General  Ruger's  troops  were  ordered 
to  await  orders  from  me  in  Beaufort  Harbor.    Please  order  them  to 
return  to  Fort  Monroe  and  report  by  telegraph  to  Brigadier-General 
Rucker,  quartermaster  in  Washington,  for  orders. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SGHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Headqi-arteks  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  February  25,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch, 

Commanding  Second  Dirision,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps: 
The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  concentrate  your  division 
at  Wilmington,  where  Colonel  Jloore's  brigade  now  is.    The  troops  will 
march  and  the  baggage  be  brought  up  by  boat. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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liKNKRAL   OrDER(<,  \    llDqiia.   THIRD   DlY.,  2to   ARMY   CoBP.S, 

^0-  8.  )  Wilmington,  K.  C,  February  25, 1865. 

I.  Duriug  the  temporary  absence  of  the  major-general  commanding 
Brig.  (ien.  J.  W.  Eeilly,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
division. 
By  command  of  Major-Genoral  Cox : 

THEO.  COX, 
Major  anil  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special  Orders,  )     Rdqrs.  Third  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  17.  j  Wilmington,  K.  C,  February  25, 1865. 

I.  The  general  commanding  having  been  ordered  to  Beaufort,  N. 
C,  the  following  oflicers  of  his  staft  will  accompany  him:  Maj.  T.  T. 
Dow,  acting  assistant  inspector- general;  Maj.  Theodore  Cox,  assistant 
adjutant -general;  Capt.  Uobert  Ford,  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  E.  E. 
Tracy,  aide- de  camp. 

II.  During  the  temporary  absence  of  Maj.  Theodore  Cox,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  Capt.  C.  1).  Ehodes,  acting  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral. Second  Brigade,  will  perform  the  duties  of  assistant  adjutant- 
general  at  these  headquarters. 

III.  Capt.  Levi  T.  Scofleld,  Company  F,  One  hundred  and  third 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  is  hereby  detailed  as  topographical  engineer, 
Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Armv  Corps,  to  date  from  November  30, 
18G4. 

Bv  command  of  ^lajor-Cxeneral  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headqxtarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Northeast  /Station,  i\r.  C,  February  25, 1865. 
All  further  foraging  by  any  persons  of  this  command,  except  by  per- 
mission from  these  headquarters,  is  prohibited.    The  pickets  will  be 
instructed  to  permit  none  to  pass  out  of  the  lines,  except  upon  passes  so 
approved. 
By  order  of  Major-Creneral  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department 
Washington  City,  February  25,  1865 — 12.45  p.  m, 
Major-General  Dix, 

Xew  Yoik : 
An  order  will  at  the  proper  time  be  issued  by  this  Department  to 
General  Anderson  to  replace  the  flag  on  Sumter.    It  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  you  to  issue  any  order. 

EDWIN  JI.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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Wai:  Dkpaktmknt, 
Washuif/toii   City,  Ffbriiary  :>ii,  1805 — i^.A7  ]>.  m. 

(Keceived  <»  ]>.  m.) 

Lientenant-Geueral  Grant: 

Tlie  Gliief  of  Ordnance  sent  yesterday  an  ordnance  officer  to  Gape 
l'\'ar  liivei'  to  secure  the  captured  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.  J 
have  made  the  appointment  of  Schofteld  brigadier-general  in  rejiular 
army. 

El) WIN  ]V1.  STANTON. 

Secretary  of  War. 


GiTY  Point,  Ya.,  Fehriiari/  311,  IKfSr,. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

/Secretary  of  War  : 
I  regretted  greatly  when  I  learned  that  General  Gillmore  had  been 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Soutli.  lie  proba- 
bly will  be  a  suitable  otticer  to  have  the  general  superintendence  of  the 
fortifications  on  the  seacoast,  but  on  that  duty  he  should  be  required 
to  have  all  his  requisitions  approved  by  General  Dclatield  or  lie  will 
expend  too  much.  Foreseeing  the  fall  of  Charleston,  1  sent  orders  to 
General  Gillmore  in  advance  of  hearing  of  the  event  to  occupy  the 
necessary  points  on  the  coast  for  ns  to  hold  witli  minimum  garrisons, 
and  send  the  balance  of  his  forces  to  the  Gape  Fear  Eiver,  and  to  send 
all  white  troops,  leaving  the  colored  ones  where  they  Lave  been  raised 
,  and  where  their  families  are.  Befoie  he  received  that  order  1  suppose  be 
sent  a  letter  calling  for  from  4,000  to  5,000  more  trooi)s,  1,000  mounted 
men,  vrith  which  lie  expects,  by  uniting  the  civil  with  the  military,  to 
feed  and  foster  the  Union  sentiment.  1  feel  confident  that,  with  Gen- 
eral Terry  in  command  of  that  department,  instead  of  wanting  an 
addition  to  his  force,  lie  will  spare  10,000  men  to  be  used  elsewhere, 
and  the  balance  will  be  much  more  economically  supported  and  use- 
fully employed.  He  will  administer  the  att'airs  of  his  department  with 
sense  and  judgment,  and  will  not  talk  about  expeditions  and  conquests 
where  thei-e  is  no  enemy  to  oppose  him.  He  will  also  prove  a  most 
excellent  man  to  organize  colored  troops. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- Qeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Ttigraham^s  House,  S.  C,  February  ^fi,  1865. 
General  Howard: 

March  slow  and  in  order.  Send  to  break  the  railroad.  General 
Davis  is  not  yet  across  the  Catawba.  The  freshet  carried  away  his 
])ontoons,  and  I  think  be  will  have  to  burn  a  part  of  his  trains.  "^The 
Twentieth  Corps  is  at  Hanging  Rock,  and  I  think  General  Kilpatri(;k 
is  at  Lancaster.  I  will  go  with  the  Twentieth  Corps  by  Horton's 
Tavern  and  Blakeny's  Bridge. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  Qeneral. 
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Special         i       HEADQrARTERs  Dei'Aktment  akd 
Field  OEDEB^5,  ,  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  50.  )  Tiller's  Briflge,  S.  C,  February  26,  1865. 

1.  The  commaiul  will  move  to  iiioriow  at  7  a.  m.  on  Cheraw,  concen- 
trating at  that  point  on  the  1st  of  March.  The  Firteeuth  Army  Corps, 
ilaj.  Geu.  John  A.  Logan  couiinandiiig,  will  move  in  two  columns. 
The  right  column  will  cross  Lynch's  Creek  at  Kelly's  Bridge  and  move 
by  the  way  of  New  Market  and  Society  Hill.  A  sufficient  force  of 
mounted  men  will  acconjpany  the  right  column  to  be  able  when  the 
column  has  approached  Society  Hill  to  break  the  railroad  below  that 
point  and  cut  oil'  whatever  trains  may  be  above  Black  Creek.  The 
left  column  will  move  by  the  direct  route  crossing  Lynch's  Creek  at 
Tiller's  Bridge.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair 
commanding,  will  cross  Lynch's  Creek  at  Young's  Bridge  aud  move 
upon  the  direct  nmte  via  McDonald's.  Headquarters  of  the  depart- 
ment will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  left  column  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps. 

Bv  order  of  Mnj.  (ieii.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[  ludorseniL-nt  on  Geueral  Logan".s  copy  J 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tiller's  Bridge,  IS.  C,  Febrmry  26,  1865. 
Resi)ectfnlly  returned  to  Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

It  is  impossible  to  comply  with  this  order.  Lynch's  Creek  is  now,  on 
account  of  the  freshet,  some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  and,  for  some 
distance  in  many  places,  swimming  to  a  horse.  I  have  neither  pontoons 
nor  any  material  to  bridge  the  stream.  The  general  commanding  was 
over  the  stream  with  me  to-day  and  certainly  could  see  the  impractica- 
bility of  crossing  without  destroying  all  our  subsistence  and  ammuni- 
tion. If  that  is  desirable  I  can  swim  my  men  and  animals  and  cross 
with  a  destruction  of  ammunition  and  supplies.  It  is  an  easy  matter 
to  put  an  order  on  paper  that  cannot  be  obeyed,  and  then  place  the 
responsibility  on  those  who  fail  to  comply.  I  only  have  to  -say  that  I 
cannot  cross  this  stream  with  my  command  under  all  the  circumstances 
until  theAvater  subsides,  and  hereby  protest  against  the  order  as  being 
impossible  to  be  obeyed. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tiller's  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  26,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Tan  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  We  have  attempted  to  cross  some  regimental  teams  over 
Lynch's  Creek,  but  the  water  is  so  high  that  I  have  ordered  the  trains 
to  go  iuto  park  on  this  side  of  the  stream,  as  I  believe  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  pass  our  trains  over  without  damage  to  our  ammunition  and 
subsistence  supplies  until  the  water  subsides. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'      ^        '  JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 
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HnQKS.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kear  Tiller's  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  26,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

As.tisUt.nt  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  I  left 
my  camp  near  West's  Crosslloads  at  7  o'clock  this  morning,  marching 
on  this  point  by  way  of  Pine  Tree  Church.  I  am  now  encamped  within 
one  mile  of  Tiller's  Bridge,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Camden  and  Cheraw 
road  with  the  Young's  Bridge  and  Bishopville  road,  with  one  brigade 
toward  Bishopville,  facing  south;  one  toward  Camden,  facing  west; 
one  toward  Young's  Bridge,  facing  north.  My  headquarters  are  at  the 
cross-roads. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kear  Tiller's  Bridge,  8.  C,  February  26,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  A  prisoner  brought  in  this  evening  reports  that  he  left 
Lieutenant- General  Hardee's  army  yesterday  morning  at  Florence,  and 
that  it  is  now  marching  up  the  road  between  that  point  and  Cheraw, 
Mith  the  head  of  column,  as  the  prisoner  supposes,  at  Cheraw  to-night. 
The  enemy  he  reports  to  be  moving  with  the  intention  of  uniting  at 
Charlotte. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Wesfs  Gross-Roads,  S.  V.,  February  26,  1865. 
Col.  George  A.  Stone, 

Comdg.  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  15th  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:   In  addition  to    the  instructions    you    have    doubtless 
I'eceived  from  Major-General  Woods,  your  immediate  commander,  you 
will  please  act  as  rear  guard  to  the  column,  at  the  same  time  continuing 
and  aflbrding  your  escort  to  the  pontoon  train. 

The  rebel  General  Elampton,  with  quite  a  cavalry  force,  is  in  our 
neighborhood,  and  it  behooves  us  to  resort  to  every  means  to  preserve 
our  trains  and  the  column  from  sudden  dashes  of  cavalry. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
A ssistan t  Adjutant-  General. 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tiller's  Bridge,  February  26,  1865. 
General  Hazen,  Commanding  Second  Division: 

The  rebel  cavalry  that  were  on  this  side  of  the  river  have  moved 
down  in  the  direction  of  your  camp  on  the  road  ou  which  we  encamped 
last  night.     Look  well  to  your  wagons  and  foraging  parties. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 
(Same  to  General  Smith,  Third  Division.) 
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HuQKs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kelh/s  Brigde,  8.  C,  February  26, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Acljntant- General : 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  report  that  my  command  arrived  at  this  point  at 
12  m.  today,  and  crossed  two  brigades  and  the  battery.  The  water  tlien 
rose  so  high  as  to  necessitate  the  construction  of  temporary  bridges  over 
several  deep  parts  of  the  stream.  The  condition  of  the  crossing  pre- 
vented the  crossing  of  the  trains.  The  water  is  now  reported  falling, 
which  will  enable  me  to  complete  the  work  early  to-morrow. 

About  seventy  rebel  cavalry  were  across  the  river  this  evening  and 
probably  captured  a  few  of  the  First  Division  foragers. 
1  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

3Iajor-Oeneral. 

I  have  not  previously  reported  concerning  the  capture  of  Camden  on 
the  2rlth.  On  the  22d  and  23d  the  foragers  of  this  division  skirmished 
up  to  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  were  twice  repulsed,  but  on  the  evening 
of  the  23d  entered  tlie  town,  capturing  several  militiamen.  On  the 
morning  of  the  24th  a  party  of  foragers  approaching  the  left  of  the  town 
were  captured  by  a  small  party  of  Hampton's  cavalry,  but  those 
approaching  from  the  right  carried  the  town,  releasing  their  comrades 
and  killing  one  militiaman.  We  afterward  captured  the  post  com- 
missary and  chaplain.  There  was  found  in  town  50,000  rations  of 
corn  meal  and  several  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  all  of  which  was 
burned  before  the  fact  was  known  to  me.  Several  other  captures  have 
been  made  of  officers  and  men  driven  away  from  the  jdace.  A  regiment 
from  the  Fourtli  Division  occupied  the  place  for  a  short  time. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  "Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kelly's  Ferry,  S.  C,  February  26,  1863. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  moved  at 
10.30  o'clock  this  a.  m.  (following  First  Division)  on  Camden  road  via 

rine  Tree  and Churches  to  Kelly's  Ferry,  encamping  at  4.30 

p.  ni.     Distance  marched,   twelve  miles.     Upon  arriving  at  

Church  I  was  informed  by  foragers  and  negroes  that  about  250  rebel 
cavalry  had  been  seen  upon  and  near  the  road  after  the  Second  Division 
had  passed  over  it.  I  sent  a  small  force  of  my  escort  company  forward 
and  deployed  three  companies  of  infantry  as  skirmishers,  but  did  not 
succeed  in  developing  any  of  the  enemy.  A  foraging  party  from  this 
command  went  to  Bishoijville  this  morning  and  found  a  small  force  of 
cavalry,  which  retreated.  The  division  is  encamped  in  line  about  one- 
quarter  of  a  mile  west  of  Lynch's  Creek,  covering  roads  to  the  rear. 
These  headquarters  are  at  Kelly's  house. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 
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Hdqk.s.  FoiruTH  Division.  Fu'tekntjh  Arjiy  CoKr.s, 
In  the  Field,  near  Lyneli's  Cnoh;  <S'.  ('.,  Fihnmry  Sd,  1800. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhvll, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Ma.jou  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  followiiiji'  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  my  command  tliis.instant:  I  broke  camp  <at  7  a.  m.  and  moved 
upon  tlie  Camden  and  Gheraw  road  to  Lyiu-h's  Creek,  seven  miles  dis- 
tant, -nliere  I  arrived  at  10..3(t  a.  m.,  and  found  the  low  land  contingent 
to  the  stream  submerged  with  water  to  a  mean  de])th  of  three  feet,  and 
extending-  over  a  flat  of  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  although  the  bridge 
across  the  main  channel  was  intact,  the  roads  were  iinpra(;ticable  for 
the  passing  of  army  trains,  and  tlie  water  rising  rapidly.  lu  order  to 
secure  the  bridge  and  occupy  the  i)osition  designated  in  orders  from 
corps  headquarters,  I  succeeded  in  crossing  one  brigade  of  infantry  and 
my  battery,  although  tlie  men  were  comjielled  to  wade  in  the  water  to 
their  waists,  making  a  lodgment  on  tlie  opposite  bank  at  12  m.  Prior 
to  the  crossing  of  this  force  the  foraging  details  from  my  own  com- 
mand, and  others  of  the  corps,  had  encountered  the  enemy's  cavalry  and 
been  driven  in  toward  Tiller's  IJridge,  but  were  checked  l)y  the  appear- 
ance of  my  infantry  and  the  addition  of  a  few  mounted  men  of  the 
IScventh  Illinois  Veteran  Vohinteers  ami  orderlies  attached  to  these 
headquarters.  It  is  impossible  to  state  definitely,  to-night,  the  losses 
or  casualties  incident  to  the  promiscuous  skirmisliing  which  tookidace. 
Nine  of  the  enemy  are  known  to  have  been  killed,  several  wounded 
brought  in,  and  live  taken  prisoners.  A  list  of  the  casualties  of  my 
command  will  be  forwarded  in  due  time.  The  enemy's  force  is  variously 
estimated  at  from  500  to  2,000,  and  re])orted  as  passing  to  my  right 
toward  evening.  In  the  skirmishing  wliich  took  ])lace  I  am  pleased 
to  mention  the  name  of  Corpl.  Elijah  G.  Davis,  Company  I,  Eighty- 
first  Ohio  Volunteers,  with  forage  detail,  who  distinguished  himself  by 
refusing  to  surrender  when  attacked  by  four  rebels,  and  fcmght  hand  to 
hand  with  them  until  he  received  seven  wounds,  and  finally  escaped 
death  on  the  s})ot  by  the  assistauce  of  a  comrade.  His  wounds,  it  is 
thought,  will  not  prove  fatal,  and  consist  mainly  of  saber  cuts.  Dur- 
ing the  afternoon  I  succeeded  iu  crossing  the  remainder  of  my  infantry 
(except  five  companies  left  as  guard  to  train),  and  have  placed  my  com- 
mand in  a  defensible  position,  strongly  picketing  all  approaches  to  the 
bridge.  I  have  not  been  able  to  cross  any  portion  of  my  supply  or 
ordnance  train  except  thirty-six  boxes  ammunition  which  had  to  be 
brought  a  i)ortion  of  the  way  by  hand.  Tbe  water,  up  to  9  p.  m.,  is  still 
rising,  and  in  some  places  can  not  be  forded. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JXO.  M.  CORSE, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Special        )      IIdqrs.  4Tn  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  ^    In  the  Field,  Pine  Tree  Meeting-House,  8.  C, 

^^-  '■^''-  )  February  26,  1865. 

1.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  7  a.  ra.  this  instant  (the 
leading  brigade  moving  out  upon  the  road  at  6..30  a.  m.)  upon  the  direct 
road  to  Tiller's  Bridge,  in  the  following  order: 

The  First  Brigade  in  advance,  with  two  regiments  in  advance  and 
two  marching  by  the  side  of  the  battery;  Second  Brigade  in  the  cen- 
ter marching  by  the  side  of  the  trains,  iu  two  ranks  on  each  side,  if 
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]>(issil)le;  Third  Brijiiide  in  renr.  witli  one  it^iiineiit  as  rear  siiard  and 
the  others  lUiircliiiis'  by  tlie  side  of  the  trains.  Trains  in  same  order  as 
yesterday. 

The  attention  of  brigade  eoiniiianders  andofiicers  in  charge  of  traius 
is  called  to  the  fact  that  we  shall  be  in  advance  of  the  entire  corps  and 
that  the  enemy's  cavalry  is  in  strong  force  on  our  flanks,  and  it  is  theie- 
fore  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  division  column  is  moved  well 
closed  up  and  compact,  and  the  foragers  instructed  to  act  as  flankers. 

Let  the  movement  from  camp  be  prompt.  Tiie  regiments  now  ab.sent 
from  tlie  division  will  rejoin  their  respective  commands  at  7  a.  )ii.  to  day. 

Bv  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LOULS  U.  EVEKTS, 
A  .v.s  hta»  t  A  fijutanf-  Genera  I. 


Headquarters  Seventkentii  AR:\[y  Oobps, 
Yonnffft  Briflf/e,  S.  ('.,  Feliruary  i^i:.  i^(i5 — ,y  p.  m. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Axut.  Atljt.  Gen.,  Deparfment  (UiH  Anni/  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  :  My  advance  is  at  this  point.  1  will  put  one  division  across 
to-night,  if  practicable.  The  bridge  all  right,  but  the  approach  on  both 
sides  is  very  bad.  1  shall  have  to  corduroy  one-quarter  of  a  mile  on  one 
side  and  about  one  mile  on  the  other.  Two  brigades  of  rebel  (;avalry 
crossed  here  this  a.  m.,  coming  from  our  right.  I  expect  two  divisions 
up  to  night.  The  rear  division  within  five  miles, 
llespectfuliy, 

FKANK  V.  BLAIU,  Jr., 

Major-Geueral. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Arjiy  of  the  Tennessee, 

TiUersrille  Jiridf/e,  Felirvari/  JJfl,  1805 — .V.Jo  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commundhig  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
Dear  General  :  General  Logan  has  the  most  of  Corse's  division 
across  the  Lynch,  but  the  water  is  over  the  road  for  about  a  mile.  1 
wish  you  to  move  from  Young's  Bridge  to  Cheraw  direct  in  three  days, 
at  least.  Logan  will  do  the  same.  We  had  quite  a  skirmish  with  rebel 
cavalry  near  Woodham's,  as  marked  on  the  map.  The  rebels  charged 
our  skirmish  line  and  foragers.  They  lost  a  good  many  horses  and  a 
few  wounded  and  prisoners.  General  Logan  took  about  100  prisoners 
yesterday  at  Tiller's  Bridge. 
Very  respectfully, 

■^  O.O.HOWARD, 

Mnjor- General. 

p.  s. The  water  has  risen  considerably  within  the  last  two  hours, 

and  it  will  be  impossible  to  cross  any  more  of  the  train  until  the  water 
subsides.  I  think  by  to-morrow  morning  the  water  will  fall  so  that  the 
wagons  can  be  crossed  without  difficulty. 

Eespectfully,  ^^  ^   HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQrAETKKS   SEVENTEKNTH   AKMY   C01tP«, 

Lynch's  Creel;,  Yomufs  Bridye,  S.  C,  February  Sfi,  I860. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  :  The  water  ou  tlie  road  for  about  a  mile  on  tbe  other  side 
of  the  Lynch  is  from  two  lo  four  feet  deep,  but  is  falling  slowly.     1  think 
I  shall  be  able  to  cross  my  train  in  the  morning.    I  am  building  a  foot 
bridge  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•'  FEAj^K  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- General. 


Special  Ordeks,  )         Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  53.  I  Young's  Bridge,  S.  G.,  February  26,  1S65. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  in  the  direction  of  Cheraw. 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  be  pre- 
pared to  move  at  7  a.  m.,  and  if  the  water  is  low  enough  on  the  road 
ou  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  will  cross  at  that  hour. 

The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
be  prepared  to  move  at  8.30  o'clock  and  will  follow  the  First  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  for- 
ward at  6  a.  m.  and  will  follow  the  route  of  the  coi'ps.  He  will  move 
as  far  as  practicable  to  morrow,  endeavoring  to  close  up  to  the  rest  of 
the  command. 

The  bridge  train  will  move  as  General  Force  will  direct.  The  troops 
will  move  on  the  right  of  the  train. 

Division  commanders  will  take  all  possible  precautions  to  prevent 
dashes  of  the  enemy  on  the  trains. 

The  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  follow  the  troops  of  the  First 
Division  with  their  tool  wagons  and  ambulances.    Their  train  will  fol 
low  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 

Corps  headquarters  train  will  move  with  the  train  of  First  Division 
headquarters. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  cross  the  river  at  6  a.  m. 
and  await  orders  on  the  opposite  side. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

February  26,  1865—2  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen,  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  communication.    I  started  a  dispatch  from  here 
about  8  o'clock  last  night,  directing  you  to  move  forward  at  daylight 
this  a.  m.    The  roads  are  good  between  your  camp  and  here. 
Kespectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HiKiBs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Hough^n  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  2G,  18(15. 
Capt.  C.  Oadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-Genera^  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  crossing  was  vacated 
for  my  command  at  5.45  p.  m.  to-daj'.  The  road  was  so  badly  destroyed 
as  to  make  it  impracticable  to  ])ass  my  train,  the  bottom  having  utterly 
given  out  in  some  places,  and  the  turns  necessary  to  keep  an  army 
wagon  from  going  out  of  sight,  rendered  it  impossible  to  get  a  i)ontoon 
wagon  on  the  bridge.  I  set  a  heavy  force  at  work,  and  by  midnight 
will  have  a  good  bridge  and  corduroy  entirely  across.  Will  move  at 
daylight. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 


servant, 


M.  V.  FOKCE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Ingrahamh  House,  8.  C,  February  36,  1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  The  general-in-chief  would  like  to  hear  all  the  news  from 

General  Davis  which  you  get  during  the  night  as  soon  as  you  can  let 

him ;  he  also  thinks  you  should  hold  the  Twentieth  Corps  in  its  present 

camp  until  General  Davis  has  crossed  the  river  and  began  his  march. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
East  Bank  of  Catatrba  River,  February  26,  1865 — 9  a.  m. 

Captain  Dechert, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Left  Wing: 
Captain:  Misfortunes  never  come  single.  The  work  of  crossing  the 
trains  was  continued  last  night  until  about  12.30  o'clock,  when  the 
bridge  gave  way  in  the  center.  All  the  boats  but  two  have  been  recov- 
ered. The  balking  and  planking  were  lost.  The  river  is  still  rising,  and 
it  is  doubtful  if  the  anchors  will  hold  the  boats  in  their  places  against 
the  heavy  current.  Material  to  reconstruct  the  bridge  is  being  gath- 
ered from  houses,  and  an  attempt  to  relay  it  will  be  made  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  roads  still  continue  to  be  impassable,  and  corduroy  has 
to  be  made  in  every  direction  where  a  wagon  is  to  be  driven.  The 
weather  seems  to  indicate  signs  of  clearing  off'.  If  so,  the  river,  I 
think,  will  soon  run  down  and  the  roads  dry  up  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
get  on.  In  the  meantime  say  to  the  general  that  we  will  not  lose  one 
moment. 

1  am,  verv  respectfnllv, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Hkadquarteks  Lkkt  WlKt!, 

Februarij  20,  1865—10  p.  m. 

Major-Geiieral  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourtreiiih  Army  Corps: 
General:  General  Sheruiau  lias  ordered  the  Tweutieth  Corps  to 
remain  in  its  present  camp  until  your  corps  crosses  the  river.  He  has 
also  sent  orders  to  Howard  to  advance  no  farther  until  further  oraers. 
He  feels  extremely  anxious  about  your  situation.  I  hope  you  will  suc- 
ceed in  crossing  to-morrow.  If  you  cannot  repair  your  present  bridge 
it  seems  to  me  tliat  your  best  course  will  be  to  start  at  daylight  and  lay 
the  bridge  at  Peav's  Ferry,  where  Howard  crossed,  sending  the  trains 
already  over  with  Morgan's  division  directly  to  this  point.  By  this 
course  I  think  vou  can  get  everything  over  to-morrow,  and  can  then 
push  on  here  via  Liberty  Hill  and  Russell  Place.  Please  let  me  hear 
from  you  as  often  as  ])ossible. 

Very  respectfully, 

"^       ^  H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Heauquakteks  Twentieth  Corps, 
Hanging  Bock  Post- Office,  February  26,  1805. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  JLilji.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  reply  to  the  com- 
munication of  General  Kilpatrick,  inclosed  herewith.*    General  Kilpat- 
rick  has  been  misinformed,  and  has  had  his  feelings  strongly  excited 
by  false  statements.    General  Geary's  division  with  his  train  and  about 
100  cavalry-wagons  were  held  in  readiness  to  cross  the  bridge  at  Rocky 
Mount  Ferry  all  the  afternoon  of  the  L*3d  instant.    The  train  of  Geary's 
division  comiiienced  crossing  at ;"»  p.  in.    I  was  with  it,  and  informed 
General  Geary  in  person  that  General  Kilpatrick  would  be  entitled  to 
the  bridge  at  7  o'(!lock,  unless  (leneral  Sherman  postponed  the  hour 
for  which  application  had  been  made.    General  Kilpatrifek  should  not 
forget  that  delay  of  General  Geary  was  caused  mainly  by  crossing  more 
than  200  of  his  own.  wagons  now  with  this  corps.     Under  General 
Sherman's  order  tieneral   Kilpatrick  could  have  taken  the  bridge  at  7 
o'clock.    No  order  or  instrnctioiis  of  mine  to  General  Geary  could  have 
prevented  it  of  course.     (Jeiieral  Geary  was  confident,  however,  that 
with  his  whole  division  to  assist  his  trains  he  could  complete  the  cross- 
ing by  7.30  to  S  o'clock.    The  live  cavalrymen  who  were  punished  by 
my  provost-marshal  (not  while  the  whole  corps  mardied  by,  but  for 
fifteen  minutes,  as  the  provost-marshal  reports)  were  found  by  a  commis- 
sioned officer  throwing  the  furniture  of  an  old  woman  into  the  streets  and 
threatening  to  burn  her  house.    They  were  a  part  of  the  detail  attached 
to  tlie  cavalry  train,  which  is.  and  has  been  from  Sister's  Ferry,  with  my 
coinmaud.     While  with  me  I  take  it  for  granted  they  are  subject  to  my 
orders  and  to  such  discipline  as  I  may  think  for  the  good  of  the  service. 
Still,  as  soon  as  [  heard  of  the  case  I  directed  the  provost-marshal  to 
return  them  to  Major  Dunbar,  assistant  quartermaster,  in  charge  of  the 
cavahy  wagons,  with  a  statement  of  their  offense. 

In  regard  to  the  detail  sent  out  by  JMajor  Dunbar,  assistant  quarter- 
master cavalry,  and  the  (raptured  ten  mules  and  four  horses,  1  have 
this  to  say:  Major  Dunbar  is  now,  and  was  then,  temporarily  with  my 
command  and  subject  to  my  orders.     He  violated  an   order  which  pro- 

"  Hei:  11.  :>'}■[. 
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hibited  any  foraging  party  from  preceding  the  head  of  my  column, 
under  penalty  of  arrest  and  forfeiture  of  all  animals  and  supplies  taken 
from  the  country.  Yet  in  this  case,  when  brought  to  my  notice,  I 
directed  the  animals  to  be  returned,  and  seventeen  mules  (the  horses 
could  not  be  recognized)  were  given  to  Major  Dunbar,  assistant  quar- 
termaster, as  an  equivalent  for  the  four  horses  and  ten  mules,  with 
which  arrangement,  I  am  assured,  he  expressed  entire  satisfaction.  In 
both  these  cases  I  relaxed  a  rule  which  I  should  have  enforced  on  my 
own  command  (though  the  offenders  were  temporarily  under  my  com- 
mand) in  a  sincere  and  earnest  spirit  of  conciliation,  courtesy,  and  good 
will  toward  General  Kilpatrick  and  his  valuable  command.  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  man  of  my  command  has  intentionally  destroyed  for- 
age. In  the  marches  of  nearly  a  year  through  Georgia  and  this  State, 
I  have  never  found  an  instance  in  which  forage  has  been  destroyed  by 
my  men.  Besides,  my  corj)S  has  never  been  on  the  road  indicated  by 
General  Kilpatrick,  but  was  marching  directly  from  it.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  I  will  thank  General  Kilpatrick,  or  any  other  general  officer,  to 
punish  on  the  spot  any  man  of  this  command  found  burning  forage  or 
pillaging  the  houses  of  decrepit  old  women.  Or  if  he  will  return  them 
to  me  with  a  statement  of  the  case,  I  shall  most  assuredly  not  endeavor 
to  screen  them  on  the  denial  of  the  offenders  alone.  General  Kilpatrick 
speaks  of  his  ability  to  "  retaliate,"  as  though  I  had  sent  out  men  to 
harass  his  column,  or  had  personally  endeavored  to  affront  him  in 
some  way.  It  would  be  puerile  in  me  to  disavow  any  such  intention, 
and  I  really  must  protest  against  being  held  responsible  for  the  con- 
duct of  bummers  and  stragglers.  I  have  the  most  kind  and  respectful 
feelings  toward  General  Kilpatrick  and  his  command,  and  I  regret 
exceedingly  to  find  that  the  irritated  tone  of  his  communication  does 
not  indicate  a  reciprocity  of  the  feeling  on  his  part.  I  shall  endeavor, 
however,  to  take  good  care  of  his  250  wagons  and  his  small  detail  with 
it,  as  I  have  done  for  the  last  month,  and  to  avoid  all  real  causes  of 
complaint  or  ill-feeling.  I  earnestly  desiie  to  cultivate  a  feeling  of  har- 
mony and  good  feeling  between  the  different  commands,  and  in  that 
spirit  I  respectfully  request  that  General  Kilpatrick  be  not  permitted 
to  "retaliate"  by  putting  in  force  the  order  he  announces  in  his  com- 
munication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Jirerct  Mojor-Genernl,  Commanding. 

[First  iii(lor«6m<;iir.] 
flEADQUAKTERS   LEFT   WlNU,  ARMY   OF   GEOROIA, 

Hanging  Rock,  A'.  C,  Februnry  fi7,  1S65. 

EespectfuUv  forwarded. 

^  -  H.  W.  SLOGUM, 

Major-Genera}. 

[Second  inilorsemeiil.l 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Hanging  Rod;,  S.  C,  Fehriuiry  27,  ISiir,. 
Referred  to  General  Kilpatrick  for  perusal  and  return  to  this  ofHce. 
There  is  no  need  of  rejoinder.     I  take  it  for  granted  all  general  officers 
will  accept  a  disclaimer  without  discussion  or  question. 

W.  T.  SFTERMAJ^, 
Major- General,  Gommanding. 
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Oedees.]  Headquaetees  Twentieth  Coeps, 

Hanging  Bock  Post-Office,  S.  G.,  Fehrnary  26,  1865. 

This  command  will  inarcli  to-morrow  toward  Lyuch's  Creek  in  the  fol- 
lowing order :  Second  Division,  First  Division,  Third  Division.  General 
Geary  will  start  his  command  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  other  divisions  will 
follow  in  the  above  order.  The  troops  of  the  Second  Division  will 
march  nnencuuibered  in  the  advance,  and  will  repair  the  roads  so  as  to 
make  them  passable  for  the  trains.  General  Jackson  will  dispose  of 
his  troops  so  as  to  cover  the  trains  of  the  Second  and  First  Divisions. 
General  Ward  will  detail  three  regiments  as  rear  guard.  The  artillery 
will  march  in  the  same  positions  as  to-day,  viz,  one  section  with  the  rear 
guard,  one  battery  in  rear  of  General  Geary's  advanced  brigade,  the 
balance  in  rear  of  the  troops  of  General  Geary's  division.  The  artillery 
ammunition  train  will  march  in  rear  of  the  train  of  the  Second  Division. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  by  the  advanced  division  to  make  the  roads 
passable  for  the  trains,  but  the  troops  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions 
must  be  used  to  make  such  repairs  as  the  passage  of  our  heavy  trains 
render  necessary,  and  will  be  kept  with  the  trains  to  which  they  are 
assigned. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

OHAS.  MOYEE. 
Acting  AnHistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetees  Twentieth  Goeps, 
Hanging  Rock  Post-Office,  February  26,  1665. 
Brevet  Major-General  Geaey,  Commanding  Second  Division: 

Geneeal:  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs 
me  to  inform  you  that  the  order  for  the  movement  of  this  corps  for 
to-morrow  is  suspended  until  further  orders.  This  delay  is  occasioned 
by  the  Fourteenth  Corps  not  coming  up  as  expected.  When  the  move- 
ment takes  place  it  will  be  in  order  heretofore  prescribed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Headquaetees  Twentieth  Coeps, 
Hanging  Rock  Post-Office,  8.  C,  February  26,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Waed,  Commanding  Third  Division: 

Geneeal:  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to 
inform  you  that  owing  to  the  delay  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  the  move- 
ment of  this  corps  ordered  for  to-morrow  will  not  take  place  until  fur- 
ther orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PFRKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Hdqes.  Cavaley  Command,  Aemy  of  Invasion, 

In  the  Field,  Lancaster,  S.  C,  February  26,  W65. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
Geneeal  :  I  am  encamped  at  Lancaster.    The  roads  are  verv  bnd 
and  the  streams   much  swollen.     Please  inform  me  where  vou  wii! 
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encamp  to-night,  that  I  may  protect  your  left  flank.  I  cannot  move 
until  to  morrow  morning.  The  enemy  are  strongly  picketing  the  roads 
to  Charlotte  and  Monroe. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Genkral  Orders,  ^  Headqiartees  Northern  District, 

V  DErARTMBNT  OF  THE  SoUTH, 

Xo.  0.  \  Charleston,  8.  C,  February  26,  1805. 

******* 

III.  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig  is  assigned  temporarily  to 
the  command  of  the  Defenses  of  Charleston,  and  of  the  troops  hereto- 
fore constituting  the  First  Separate  Brigade,  except  such  as  have  been 
or  are  now  serving  with  the  Coast  Division. 

IV.  The  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers 
having  been  designafed  by  the  department  commander  as  the  perma- 
nent garrison  of  Charleston  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with  the 
Coast  Division.  Its  commander  will  report  to  Lieut.  Col.  Stewart  L. 
Woodford  for  duty. 

V.  The  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  as  soon  as  relieved 
from  its  present  duty  form  part  of  the  garrison  of  Charleston.  Its 
commander,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett,  will  report  to  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Woodford  in  accordance  with  this  order. 

VI.  The  headquarters  of  the  district  will  be  at  No.  13  King  street, 
Charleston. 

JOHN  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  X.  C,  February  2(>,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Sir:  1  respectfully  request  that  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Schotield 
msiy  be  assigned  to  duty  according  to  his  brevet  rank  in  order  that  he 
may  be  ])laced  in  comiitand  of  a  brigade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOriELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  February  26,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  JJ.  C.  : 

General  :  I  am  informed  that  a  portion  of  my  supply  train  left  in 

Kentucky  has  been  ordered  to  Washington,  and  that  it  is  contemidated 

to  turn  'it  into  the  general  depot^  and  require  my  quartermaster  t(» 

draw  from  the  general  supply.     1   lespectfully  request  that  this  may 

38  R  R— vol  xlvii,  pt  11 
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not  be  done.  Mv  train  was  gotten  up  with  great  pains.  Tlie  teams 
are  good  and  well  broken  and  the  drivers  experienced.  I  thint  my 
staff  officers  and  tlie  troops  they  are  serving  should  have  the  benefit 
of  the  labor  they  have  expended  in  organizing  this  tram.  We  will  at 
best  have  troiible  enongli  with  the  raw  teams  drawy  m  Washington. 
I  am,  yeneral,  veVy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Obdkes,  )  Huqks.  Dept.  of  Nokth  Cauollna, 

'  AiJMV  OF  THE  Ohio, 


No, 


15.  \  WUmiHiiton,  N.  C,  February  3(i,  1S65. 


W  -^  -^ 

III.  Companies  B,  G,  and  L,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  are  relieved 
from  duty  with  the  garrison  at  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  and  will  proceed  to 
Broadway  Landing,  James  Eiver,  Va.,  and  report  for  duty  with  their 
regiment.  Captain  Pride  will  turn  over  the  30-pounder  cannon,  with 
equipments,  ammunition,  &c.,  for  which  ho  is  responsible,  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  Company  A,  Second  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery. 
Proper  invoices  and  receipts  will  be  exchanged.  The  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  all  necessary  transportation. 

„  *  *  ^f  *  *  * 

y.  The  following  assignments  and  orders  made  by  Maj.  Gen.  J.  1). 
Cox,  on  the  22d  instant,  are  approved  and  confirmed:  Col.  O.  W.  Sterl, 
One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio  Infantry,  to  command  the  post  of  Wil- 
mington; Lieut,  Col.  William  J.  Jordan,  One  hundred  and  fourth 
Ohio  Infantry,  to  be  provost-marshal  of  Wilmington.  The  One  hun- 
dred and  fourth  Ohio  Infantry  to  be  provost-guard  of  Wilmington. 
******* 

X.  The  steamer  Eussia  will  run  regularly  between  Wihnington  and 
Morehead  City  to  carry  the  military  mails.  She  will  leave  Wilmington 
every  alternate  day,  commencing  February  26,  at  3  p.  m.,  and  return  on 
the  following  day,  starting  from  Morehead  <5ity  habitually  at  5  p.  ni. 

*  *  -Tf  *  »  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Asxistant  Aeljutant- General. 


Hkadquakteks  Department  oy  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Wilmiiintoii,  N.  C,  February  .\!(),  18(15. 

Henrv  M.  Drain, 

Superinteudent   WilmlHgton  and  j}[anchester  Railroad: 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  bring  to  Wilming- 
ton without  delay  all  rolling  stock  and  other  movable  property  belong- 
ing to  your  railroad  under  the  following  conditions,  viz:  Protection 
will  be  given  to  yourself  and  all  employes  of  the  road  who  may  come  in 
with  the  trains.  I  will  take  possession  of  the  i)roperty  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  for  (lovernment  use,  and  when  uolouger  required  by 
the  Government  will  cause  it  to  bQ  returned  to  the  railroad  company. 
The  property  and  general  interest  of  the  railroad  company  will  be  pro- 
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tected  so  far  as  it  cau  be  done  consistently  with  the  requirements  of 
military  operations.  This  offer  is  extended  through  you  to  the  agents 
of  the  roads  connecting  with  yours  from  the  south. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-Genend. 


Special  Orders,  )       Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

No.  43.  I  yorthenst  Station,  X.  C,  February  20,  1S65. 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  J.  Paine,  commanding  Third  Division, Twenty- 
fifth  Army  Corps,  will  send  out  a  force  of  200  good  infantry  to-morrow 
morning  to  reconnoiter  the  country  on  this  side  of  the  Northeast  Eiver 
and  in  front  of  our  lines,  to  return  to-morrow  night.  The  commanding 
officer  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Light  Battery  and  Light  Company 
E,  Third  U.  S.  Artillery,  will  each  send  with  the  expedition  one  com- 
missioned ofScer  and  twelve  enlisted  men  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
horses  for  their  batteries,  but  in  no  case  will  they  take  all  the  animals 
from  any  plantation,  leaving  at  least  one  horse  or  mule.  The  senior 
ofticer  of  the  whole  force  v/ill  have  command  of  the  reconnaissance  and 
will  receive  his  instructions  from  Brigadier-General  Paine. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terrv: 

A.  TEKKY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  27, 18G5. 
lion.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Following  from  Richmond  Examiner  : 

lu  the  absence  of  official  information  of  military  affairs  in  the  Caroliuaa,  we  take 
nothing  from  other  sources  of  intelligence,  and  omit  the  usual  references  to  onr  iile 
of  Southern  exchanges.  We  do  so  at  the  request  of  the  authorities,  and  with  the 
understanding  that  ^'he  other  city  journals  have  been  put  under  obligations  of  reti- 
cence to  the  extent  indicated  above.  The  public,  no  doubt,  will  be  properly  patient 
in  this  interval  of  silence  and  not  take  it  as  discouragement,  for  we  are  assured 
that  there  are  good  reasons  for  it,  which  look  to  au  early  official  announcement  of 
favorable  results. 

Richmond  Dispatch: 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  on  Thursday  evening  last  assumed  command  of  the 
iinny  in  Sherman's  front,  lately  commanded  by  General  Beauregard. 

Richmond  Whig : 

Charlotte,  Fehritarji  24. — We  are  indebted  to  the  enterprise  of  the  Southern  Express 
Company  for  Augusta  papers  to  the  20th  instant.  No  important  military  movements 
are  reported.  Captain  Dickison  captured  several  officers  and  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  enlisted  men  during  the  recent  Yankee  raid  in  Florida.  (Jeneral  N.  B.  Forrest 
has  been  placed  in  command  of  all  the  cavalry  in  the  Districts  of  Mississippi,  East 
Louisiana,  and  We.>it  Tennessee.  His  first  general  order  promises  the  reorganization 
of  the  cavalrv,  with  the  restoration  of  discipline.  He  threatens  to  exterminate  all 
Confederate  stragglers,  robbers,  and  deserters.  General  Thomas'  troops  are  being 
mounted  for  a  supposed  march  through  Alabama.  Kaids  have  been  made  from 
Hernando,  Jliss.,  toward  Senatobia.  Many  complaints  of  General  Kirby  Smith  are 
made  iu  the  West.  General  Wofford  is  in  command  at  Atlanta.  Reorganization  in 
Georgia  lias  already  conimcncod.  Ke-cnforcements  fnini  Northern  Mississippi  have 
becii'seut  to  Grant.'  Large  bodies  of  troops  are  moving  iu  the  West,  and  iuipoitant 
movements  are  reported,  'i'he  Legislature  of  Missis8i))pi  is  ab<mt  to  convene  in  extra 
session,  for  tlie  purpose,  it  i.s  said,  of  calling  a  State  convontiou.  The  (ieorgia  Leg- 
islature convened  on  the  14th  instant  at  Macon. 
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Charlotte,  February  3^.— There  is  uo  alarm  here.     Tbe  euemy  are  reported  moving 

in  the  direction  of .     During  the  retreat  from  Columbia  a  train  of  cars,  filled 

•with  ladies,  broke  down,  exposing  them  to  the  danger  of  capture  by  Yankees. 
From  the  best  information  received  here  it  appears  probable  that  a  considerableicon- 
flagration  occnrred  in  the  western  portion  of  Columbia,  occasioned,  it  is  supposed, 
by  the  cotton  ignited  in  the  streets.  It  is  reported  that  the  fire  extended  from  Main 
street  to  the  Charlotte  depot,  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  The  information  is 
positive  as  to  the  occurrence  of  the  fire,  but  doubt  is  entertained  as  to  its  magnitude. 
Some  of  the  refugees  from  Columbia  are  preparing  to  return. 

Charlotte,  Febniartj  S5. — No  additional  news  from  the  front.  It  is  supposed  still 
that  the  enemy  are  making  their  Avay  to .  The  news  from  Columbia  corrobo- 
rates the  kind'  treatment  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Ursuline  Convent  was  protected  by 
a  guard.  No  public  property  was  allowed  to  be  burned  in  the  city.  Sherman's 
headquarters  were  at  Nickefson's  Hotel.  The  alarm  in  Charlotte  has  subsided. 
The  weather  is  bad  and  the  roads  heavy,  interfering  with  rapid  military  movements. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieu  tenanl-GmeruJ, 


Headquakteks, 
In  the  Field,  Febnianj  37,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  AY.  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army: 

General:  Your  coniniunication  of  the  24th  instant  reached  mc 
today.  In  it  you  state  that  it  lias  been  officially  reported  that  your 
foraging  parties  are  "  murdered  "  after  capture.  You  go  on  to  say  that 
you  have  "  ordered  a  similar  nximber  of  prisoners  in  our  hands  to  be 
disposed  of  in  like  manner;"'  that  is  to  say,  you  have  ordered  a  mtmber 
of  Confederate  soldiers  to  be  "  murdered."  You  characterize  your  order 
in  proper  terms,  for  tlie  public  voice,  even  in  your  own  country,  where  it 
seldom  dares  to  express  itself  in  vindication  of  truth,  honor,  or  justice, 
Avill  surely  agree  with  you  in  pronouncing  you  guilty  of  murder  if  your 
order  is  carried  out.  Before  dismissing  this  portion  of  your  letter,  1  beg 
to  assure  you  that  for  every  soldier  of  mine  "murdered"  by  you,  I  shall 
have  executed  at  once  two  of  yours,  giving  in  all  cases  i)reference  to 
any  officers  wJio  may  be  in  my  hands. 

In  reference  to  the  statement  you  make  regarding  the  death  of  your 
foragers,  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  know  nothing  of  it;  that  no  orders 
given  by  me  authorize  the  killing  of  prisoners  after  capture,  and  that 
I  do  not  believe  my  men  killed  any  of  yours,  except  under  circum- 
stances in  which  it  was  perfectly  legitimate  and  proper  that  they  shouhl 
kill  them.  It  is  a  part  of  the  system  of  the  thieves  whom  you  desig- 
nate as  your  foragers  to  fire  the  dwellings  of  those  citizens  whom  they 
have  robbed.  To  check  this  inhuman  system,  which  is  justly  execrated 
by  every  civilized  nation,  I  have  directed  my  men  to  shoot  down  all  of 
your  men  who  are  caught  burning  houses.  This  order  shall  remain  in 
force  so  long  as  you  disgrace  the  profession  of  arms  by  allowing  your 
men  to  destroy  private  dwellings. 

You  say  that  1  cannot,  of  course,  question  your  right  to  forage  on 
the  country— "It  is  a  right  as  old  as  history."  I  do  not,  sir,  question 
this  right.  But  there  is  a  right  older,  even,  than  this,  and  one  more 
inalienable— the  right  that  every  man  has  to  defend  his  home  and  to 
protect  those  who  are  dependent  on  him ;  and  from  my  heart  I  wish  that 
every  old  man  and  boy  in  my  country  who  can  fire  a  gun  would  shoot 
down,  as  he  would  a  wild  beast,  the  men  who  are  desolating  their  land 
burning  their  homes,  and  insulting  their  women.  ' 

You  are  particular  in  defining  and  claiming  "war  rights."  May  I 
ask  if  you  enumerate  among  these  the  right  to  fire  upon  a  defenseless 
city  without  notice;  to  burn  that  city  to  the  ground  after  it  had  been 
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suiiemleieil  by  tbe  iiibal)itaiit.s  wlio  claimed,  though  iu  vaiu,  that  jiro- 
tectiou  which  is  always  accorded  iu  civilized  warfare  to  uou-combatauts ; 
to  fire  the  dwelling  houses  of  citizeus  after  robbing  them;  and  to  per- 
petrate even  darker  crimes  than  these — crimes  too  black  to  be  men- 
tioned? 

You  have  permitted,  if  you  have  not  ordered,  the  commission  of  these 
offenses  against  humanity  and  the  rules  of  war;  you  fired  into  the  city 
of  Columbia  without  a  word  of  warning;  after  its  surrender  by  the 
mayor,  who  demanded  protection  to  private  property,  you  laid  the 
whole  city  in  ashes,  leaving  amidst  its  ruins  thousands  of  old  men  and 
helpless  women  and  children,  who  are  likely  to  perish  of  starvation  and 
expo.snre.  Your  line  of  march  can  be  traced  by  the  lujid  hght  of  burn- 
ing houses,  and  in  more  than  one  household  there  is  now  an  agony  far 
more  bitter  than  that  of  death.  The  Indian  scalped  his  victim  regard- 
less of  age  or  sex,  but  with  all  his  barbarity  he  always  respected  the 
])ersons  of  his  female  captives.  Your  soldiers,  more  savnge  than  the 
Jndian,  insult  those  whose  natural  protectors  are  absent. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  request  that  whenever  you  have  any  of 
my  men  "murdered"  or  "disposed  of,"  for  the  terms  appear  to  be  syn- 
onymous with  you,  you  will  let  me  hear  of  it,  that  I  may  know  what 
action  to  take  iu  the  matter.  Jn  the  meantime  I  shall  hold  fifty-six  of 
your  men  as  hostages  for  those  whom  you  have  ordered  to  be  executed. 
I  am,  yours,  &c., 

AYADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenmit-  General. 


Hdors.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Tiner''H  Bridge,  S.  C,  Fehrimry  27,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mixsinsippi : 
General:  Ycmr  dispatch  just  received.  1  have,  just  sent  a  cipher 
message  as  you  desired.  The  Lynch  is  over  its  banks  a  mile  wide  and 
now  swimming  deep.  We  will  do  well  to  get  our  trains  across  to-day. 
I  am  sorry  for  the  accident  at  the  Catawba.  They  should  make  plat- 
forms and  ferry  over  the  balance  of  their  wagons.  But  I  suppose  tbey 
know  best. 

KespectfuUy, 

^  '  O.O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Tillerh  Bridge,  8.  C,  February  27, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Gomman'ding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  Owing  to  tbe  freshet,  the  orders  of  march  for  to-day  are 
so  modified  as  to  make  the  first  stage,  to  get  everything  across  the 
Lynch  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done,  and  then  begin  tbemarch  on  Cheraw, 
for  which  three  days  will  be  designated. 

Eespectfuliy,  ^   ^   HOWAED, 

Major -General. 
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year  TiUcrx  BriiUfv,  S.  ('.,   P'(hnt((ry  27^  18(J5. 
Maj.  Max.  AVoodiiull, 

Assisfant  Adjutnnt-Genernl,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  my  division  is  still  occupying  the 
position  as  stated  in  my  comuninication  of  last  night.  My  i>ioneer 
corps,  as  well  as  troops  ot  my  command,  have  been  busily  engaged 
during  the  day  in  constructing  an  infantry  crossing  over  Big  Lynch's 
Creek.  They  have  been  much  interfered  witVi  by  the  engineer  party 
there  at  work,  so  that  my  labor  is  not  so  far  advanced  as  it  would 
otherwise  have  been. 

I  am,  major,  very  iesi)ectfully, 

C.  11.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Mnjor-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kelly's  Bridge,  8.  C,  February  27, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  has  remained  at  this 
point  to  day  waiting  subsidence  of  the  water.    The  river  at  this  point 
lias  fallen  about  three  inches,  and  1  am  expecting  to  commence  crossing 
earlj'  to-morrow.    My  headquarters  are  at  the  bridge. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Tiller's  Bridge,  *S'.  C,  February  27,  18G5. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blaik, 

Commanding  8eventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  A  letter  just  received  from  General  Sherman  directs  us 
to  move  slowly,  on  account  of  some  unavoidable  delay  of  the  Left 
Wing,  so  that  the  march  to  Cheraw  can  be  extended  to  four  days 
instead  of  three.  The  general  directs  that  you  need  do  nothing 
further  today  than  cross  Lynch's  Creek,  with  everything  in  readiness 
to  move  to  morrow.  When  you  move,  keep  the  column  well  closed 
up.  It  is  reported  by  deserters  that  General  Hardee  is  moving  from 
Florence  toward  Charlotte  with  100  guns  and  a  long  train,  with  about 
4,000  or  5,000  men  guarding  them.  The  general  wishes  you  to  find  out 
all  you  can  in  regard  to  his  movements.  The  rear  of  his  column  was 
supposed  to  be  at  Cheraw  last  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obeJdient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee 

Tiller's  Bridge,  >V.  ('.,  February  S7^'l86:j. 
Ma).  Gen.  F.  V.  Blaik, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  If  the  water  continues  to  fall  General  Logan  can  get  his 
trams  over  ni  the  mornnig   at  this   place  and   at   Kelly's,  and  the 
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iiiDinciit  he  can  do  it  I  will  liave  liim  imsli  a  division  to  the  Big  Black. 
Please,  thereloie,  move  only  to  McDonald's,  establishing  your  crossing; 
make  every  possible  effort  to  get  your  wagons  filled  with  bread  stuffs. 
Very  respectfully, 

().  O.  JIOWAKl), 

jMujor-<ieneral, 


Srecial  Ohdeks,  ')  Hdqks.  Sevbxtkenth  Army  CoRrs, 

>  yonnifn  BritJfjc,  ncur  LyncWa  Creel; 

'So.  54.  )  '  February  27,  1865. 

The  movement  on  Cheraw  will  be  continued  to-morrow. 

]Maj.  (leu.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance  and  will  move  forward  at  7  a.  m. 

The  First  Eegiment  Michigan  Engineers,  Col.  J.  B.  Yates  com- 
manding, will  follow  the  troops  of  the  First  Division  with  their  ambu- 
lances and  tool-wagons.  Their  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  First 
Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  INI.  F.  Force,  <',()mmanding  Third  Division,  will  folloAv  the 
First  Division. 

Bvt.  Ma.j.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  Avill  fol- 
low the  Third  Division  and  be  prepared  to  move  at  9  o'clock. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  Col.  S.  T.  Hughes  command- 
ing, will  move  forward  at  0.30  a.  m.  The  pontoon  train  Avill  follow  the 
traiu  of  the  Third  Division. 

The  troops  will  move  by  the  side  of  the  traiu,  keeping  to  the  right. 

Corps  headquarters  traiu  will  move  with  the  train  of  First  Division 
headquarters. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

LyncWs  Creelc,  S.  C,  February  27,  1865. 
Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain:  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  my  command  in  camp  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  bridge.  I  propose,  it  meeting  your 
approbation,  to  cross  all  my  train  to-night  and  let  the  troops  remain 
this  side  until  morning.  In  the  event  of  a  heavy  rain  and  the  water 
rising  will  move  at  once. 

I  am,  captain,  very  truly,  yours, 

M.  F.  FOECE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headqi^arters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

February  37, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  mc  to  say  that  he  wishes  your 
train  to  follow  the  Fourth  Division  train,  which  will  cross  as  soon  as 
the  First  Division  traiu  is  over.    You  will  park  ytmr  train  and  the 


600  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  OA.,   ANP  K.  FLA.        fOHAr.  LIX. 

pontoon  in  the  lirst  field  ou  right  hand  side  of  road  coming  this  Avay, 
alter  crossing.  The  train  of  the  First  Division,  and  perhaps  part  of 
the  Fourth  Division,  will  be  in  the  same  field.  Yon  may  keep  your 
men  in  their  present  camp  to-night  and  move  them  over  early  in  the 
morning.  Your  position  will  be  second  in  column,  following  the  First 
Division,  which  will  start  at  7  a.  m. 
"Very  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
A ssistan t  Adjntiint-General. 


Heabquakters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

February  27,  18(15. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Coinmandmff  Third  Division  : 
General:   I  sent  you  orders  this  evening  to  cross  your  trains 
to-night  and  leave  your  troops  in  theii'  present  camp  till  morning.    It 
will  be  late  before  you  have  the  bridge,  but  you  will  be  all  right  to 
take  your  place  in  the  morning  by  jjushing  your  train  over  to-night. 
Verv  respectfuUj", 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assififant  Adjutant-  (leneral. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  ITth  Army  Corps, 

No.  48.  )  Lynda's  Creek,  /S'.  C,  February  i'7,  ]8fl'>. 


*  * 


II.  The  hour  of  marching  is  6.30  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
The  First  Brigade,  Col.  C.  Fairchild  commandiTig,  will   have  the 
advance. 

The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  commanding,  will  follow  the 
First  Brigade. 
The  artillery  and  trains  will  move  in  the  usual  order. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Rocky  Mount  Vrossinrj,  Catawba  River, 

February  27,  18(15— 1.30  p.  m. 
Captain  Dechert, 

Actinfj  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Captain:  Your  communication  is  just  received.  Major  Guindon 
dispatched  the  general  commanding  this  morning.  The  bridge  is  being 
laid  in  a  new  place  and  bids  fair  of  being  a  snccess.  The  cnrrent  was 
thought  to  be  still  too  rapid  at  the  old  one  immediately  below  the  falls 
The  bridge  will  probably  be  done  by  4  o'clock  this  eveiiing,  and  I  shall 
make  every  exertion  to  cross  and  be  on  the  march  to-morrow  morning 
at  daylight.  This  is  the  best  that  can  possibly  be  hoped  for  under  the 
circumstances.  I  am  doing  everything'that-man  can  do,  but  I  cannot 
dry  uj)  the  river  that  separates  my  command;  it  has  fallen  about  eight- 
een inches  and  is  still  falling.  I  do  not  know  what  the  emergency  is  in 
the  front,  but  presume  it  mnst  be  very  great,  iudaing  by  the  general's 
dispatches,  and  am  working  accordingly.    Kilpatrick  reported  to  ine 
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from  Lanca.ster  yesterday,  but  has  uot  reported  to-day.    I  sliould  like 
him  to  remain  on  my  flank,  as  it  will  enable  me  to  march  more  securely 
and,  of  course,  moi-e  rapidly. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

.TEF.  C.  DAVIS, 
TirerH  Major- General,  ('onimanflitifi. 

1  Indorsement.] 

Thhee  Milks  from  Rocky  Mount— 3.30  p.  m. 

liespectfullyforwardedfortheinformationofMaior-Genpral  Sherman. 
I  shall  go  to  the  bridge  and  see  that  no  time  is  lost.    I  think  the  Twen 
tieth  Army  Corps  can  move  to-morrow  safely.     1  will  press  the  Four- 
teenth forward  as  rajjidly  as  iiossible. 

H.  W.  SLOCU.M, 

Major- General. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,    ■ 
In  the  Field,  Ingrciham's  Home,  *S'.  C,  February  37,  ises. 
Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Ttcenfiefh  Corps: 
General:  The  general-in-chief  directs  that  yon  move  your  corps 
to  morrow,  February  28,  to  the  road  leading  from  Lancaster  to  Blake- 
ny's  Bridge,  at  or  near  Horton's  Tavern. 
I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Asslntant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqitakters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Hanging  Bock  Post-Office,  /S'.  C,  Fehrnary  37,  186'). 
Oapt.  E.  P.  Dechert, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Left  Wing: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant  Kirkwood,  Nine- 
teenth Michigan  Volunteers,  in  charge  of  a  foraging  party,  yesterday 
met  a  party  of  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  foraging  about  four  miles  from  Lan- 
caster, who  stated  that  .Kilpatrick  had  two  brigades  encamped  at  Lan- 
caster. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  HeadquA-rters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Hanging  Rock  Creel;  S.  C,  F'ebrnary  37, 1865. 
This  corps  will  move  to-morrow  to  the  vicinity  of  Horton's  Tavern,  in 
the  same  order  and  under  the  same  directions  as  prescribed  in  the  order 
published  from  these  headquarters  yesterday.  General  Geary  will  start 
at  0.30  a.  m.  General  Jackson  following  will  dispose  of  his  troops  to 
cover  bis  own  and  General  Geary's  trains. 

General  Ward  will  break  camp  in  time  to  close  up  to  the  rear  of  the 
First  Division  trains. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOVER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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1  rEADQVAB  TEUS   TWKNTIiyj'II    (  'OBPS, 

.Vfflr  llanfihuj  Kovk  (Jrccl;  -s'.  T.,  FehriKiry  JJ7,  18l>:J. 

Brexet  IMajor-General  Geaky, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 
Genekal:  TLc  brevet  major-general  coiiimaTiding  tbe  corps  desires 
that  you  send  one  regiment  in  advance  of  your  column  to-morrow, 
starti'ng  at  5.30  a.  m.,  to  pnsli  on  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to  get  posses- 
sion and  hold  tlie  bridge  over  Little  Lynch's  Creek.  Tlie  bearer,  one 
of  onr  scouts,  will  go  with  the  regiment  and  guide  it. 
A^erv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■^        ^  IT.  W.  I'ERKINS, 

A  mutant  A  djvtant-  General. 

Since  writing  the  above  the  general  has  ordered  that  the  regiment 
start  at  4  a.  m. 


Respectfully, 


H.  W.  PEKKINS, 

AnsisUmt  Adjutant- General. 


Special        )        Headijtarters  Seoont)  Division, 
Field  Okdees,  [  Twentieth  Akmy  Corps, 

No.  18.  )  Banging  Eoclc  Post-Office,  February  27,  1805. 

This  command  will  change  camp  to  the  other  side  of  Hanging  Kock 
Creek,  moving  at  2  i).  m.,iu  the  same  order  as  the  next  march — Second, 
Third  Brigades. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Ge7i.  .lolin  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 
A  ssistnnt  A  dj  titan  t-  Genera  I. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Command,  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Miss., 

Lancaster,  IS.  C,  February  27,  1865. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  .Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  I  am  still  encamped  at  Lancaster,  holding  the  roads  run- 
ning in  the  direction  of  Charlotte  and  Monroe.  Wheeler  is  holding  the 
country  in  that  direction.  Hampton  is  in  comnnuid.  Wheeler  reports 
to  him.  Such  is  my  information.  The  enemy  are  under  the  impression 
that  General  Davis,  Fourteenth. Army  Corps,  is  at  or  near  this  point, 
and  that  our  intention  is  tc  move  upon  Charlotte  by  way  of  Monroe. 
The  enemy  is  now  intrenching,  to  hold  the  roads  in  that  direction.  I 
have  made  demonstrations  on  all  roads  in  that  direction,  and  have 
been-  met  each  time  by  the  enemy  in  strong  force.  Hampton  has 
received  your  communication.  General  Butler's  cavalry,  of  Hami)ton'8 
command,  is  moving  on  your  immediate  front  in  direction  of,  I  think, 
Hickory  Head.  1  shall  move  parallel  to  Davis,  who  expects  to  be  at 
I'leasant  Hill  Post-Office  to  night.  1  think  I  shall  move  on  load  by 
way  of •  ISTel son's,  Montgomery's,  and,  unless  I  think  the  enemy  too 
strong,  by  Flyer's,  and  thence  across  the  headwaters  of  Ijynch's  Creek; 
otherwise  cross  the  creek  at  French  Creek  Steam  Mill.  I  shall  move 
rather  upon  the  left  and  rear  of  Davis,  that  the  enemy  may  be  deceived 
as  long  as  possible  as  to  our  real  dii-ection  of  march  and  to  protect  liis 
flanks  from  an  attack,  which  the  enemy  certainly  could  make  at  almost 
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any  ])oiiit,  owing  to  tlip  great  number  of  roads.  Tlie  country  Jiorc  is 
gooil:  forage  plenty.  JMy  command  lias  been  resting  lor  two  days, 
and  is  in  better  condition  than  at  any  time  during  tlie  niarcli.  We 
have  captured  a  large  number  ot  mules  and  some  liorses,  and  have 
mounted  all  my  dismounted  meu,  save  .'300.  I  think  Hampton's  and 
Wheelei^'s  forces  combined  amount  to  about  0,000  fighting  men.  Not- 
withstanding this  superiority  of  numbers,  I  shall  attack  if  a  favorable 
opportunity  otters.  The  road  upon  Avhich  J  shall  niai'ch  is  the  best  in 
the  country.  1  will  keep  you  advised  daily  as  to  my  operations  and 
position. 

Verj-  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATKIGK, 
Brevet  Major-General,  CommanfUiif/. 


HDQBf<.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  nanf/hif/  Rod;,  Fehrnori/  27,  JSfiH. 
Ma.jor-General  Kilpatrick, 

Lancaster  : 

General:  Your  letter  is  just  received.  It  is  all  importaut  that  you 
keep  me  advised.  Davis  was  slow  in  using  the  bridge  and  it  carried 
away  and  was  not  mended  until  to-day.     He  will  be  all  over  to-night. 

The  movement  you  describe  is  the  proper  one,  to  keep  on  the  left  rear 
of  the  left  infantry  corps.  I  have  word  from  Howard  that  will  put  him 
near  Cheraw  to-morrow  night,  and  I  shall  push  to  meet  him,  but  must 
•wait  till  General  Davis  gets  along ;  probably  will  be  about  Horton's  Tav- 
ern to-morrow  night.  Keep  feeling  the  different  roads  tfjwai'd  Char- 
lotte till  you  hear  (4eueral  Davis  is  well  toward  the  head  of  Lynch's 
Creek  and  then  draw  off.  General  Howard  captured  a  good  many 
horses  and  mules  and  some  militia.  He  will  send  a  division,  light,  to 
Florence  simply  to  break  that  road  and  prevent  the  removal  of  any 
more  railroad  stock.  There  is  little  doubt  our  troops  are  in  Charles- 
ton, and  General  Howard  reports  that  a  dispatch  reached  Camden  yes- 
terday that  we  also  had  taken  Wilmington.  In  that  event  the  enemy 
-will  collect  all  his  forces  about  Ealeigh  as  soon  as  he  sees  I  am  not 
coming  to  Charlotte.  Keep  me  advised  daily;  a  dispatch  sent  to  the 
nearest  corps,  to  be  forwarded,  will  answer  the  purpose,  but  I  think 
Hampton  will  draw  off  as  soon  as  he  feels  General  Howard's  approach 
to  Cheraw.  General  Howard  is  moving  on  the  two  roads  from  Young's 
and  Tillersville. 

General  Slocum,  Twentieth  Corps,  will  probably  pass  at  Blakcny's 
and  General  Davis  at  McManus'.  You  will  have  no  trouble  with 
Lynch's  Creek,  as  it  is  passable  anywhere  above  McManus'. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  Genera  1,  Commanding. 


Special       )      Headqturters  Cavalry  Command, 
Field  Orders.  }  Army  of  Invasion, 

No.  28.  )    In  the  Field,  Lancaster,  H.  C,  February  27, 1865. 

I.  At  G  a.  m.  to-morrow,  February  28,  (5^eneral  Atkins,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  will  send  a  regiment  to  relieve  Colonel  Spencer's  pick- 
ets and  will  remain  in  his  present  position  until  12  m.,  when  further 
orders  will  be  sent  him. 
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II.  Colonel  Spencer,  Tliird  Biif;a<le,  upon  being  relieved  by  General 
Atkins,  will  move  with  his  command  into  town  and  move  on  a  road, 
which  will  be  indicated,  to  Nelson's  CrossRoads  and  take  post,  picket- 
ing- Camp  Creek  and  road  to  Monroe.  Colonel  Spencer  will  so  manage 
his  command  as  to  induce  the  enemy  to  believe  we  are  moving  on  Char 
lotte  via  Monroe. 

III.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Way,  commanding  dismounted  men,  will, 
with  his  command,  follow  Colonel  Spencer  and  co  operate  with  him. 

IV.  Colonel  Jordan,  commanding  Fust  Brigade,  will  remain  with  liia 
command  in  cam])  till  12  m.,  when  further  orders  will  be  sent  him. 

Bv  command  of  Brevet  Major  General  Kilpatrick: 

L.  G.  ESTES, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hkadquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  February  ST,  1805. 
Major-General  Otllmore, 

Hilton  Head  : 
General:  Your  applications  for  more  troops  and  for  reorganization 
of  Tenth  Corps,  referi'ed  to  General  Grant,  have  been  returned  disap- 
proved. General  Grant  says  that  the  orders  to  send  all  your  surplus 
white  troops  to  Wilmington  must  be  complied  with;  that  no  offensive 
operations  by  your  command  into  the  interior  is  contemplated,  and  that 
if  you  require  mounted  men  at  Savannah  you  must  get  the  horses  there, 
a,s  none  can  now  be  sent  from  here. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Charleston,  S.  C,  Fehrvary  37,  1865. 
CoMMANniNa  Officer  of  IT.  S.  Squadron, 

Charleston  Harbor: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  the  city  of  Charleston  no  sol- 
diers are  allowed  to  go  about  without  a  proper  pass  approved  by  their 
commanding  officers.  In  several  instances  sailors  have  been  found  in 
the  city  provided  with  no  passes  whatever,  and  I  would  therefore  request 
that  you  will  direct  the  commanding  officers  of  the  vessels  of  your 
squadron  to  provide  all  sailors  with  passes  when  they  desire  them  to 
enter  the  city,  and  in  no  case  to  allow  any  sailor  to  be  in  the  city  after 
C  p.  m.  Your  early  attention  to  this  matter  and  reply  will  oblige, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

STEWART  L.  W^OODFORD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  127th  New  York  Volunteers  and  Gomdg.  Post. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Deft,  op  the  South 

Charleston,  8.  C,  February  27,  'l865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter: 

Your  disi)atch  to  General  Schimmelfennig  is  received.    The  Fourth 
Massachusetts  Cavalry  left  here  to-day  to  join  you.    After  destroying 
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any  rice  mills  in  your  vicinity  you  can  fall  back  to  Monk's  Corner, 
where  you  will  be  joined  by  Colonel  Van  Wyck.  You  can  then  return 
to  this  place,  sweeping  the  whole  country  on  both  banks  of  the  Cooper 
Eiver.  Bring  in  with  you  all  means  of  transportatiou  you  find  in  that 
country.  Destroy  all  the  rice  mills  and  send  the  cotton  in  to  the  banks 
of  the  river,  where  steamers  can  reach  it.  It  is  reported  that  there  is  a 
cavalry  force  near  the  Cainlioy,  on  the  Wando.  I  resumed  command 
of  the  district  yesterday.  Eeports  from  the  Xorth  confirm  the  evacu- 
ation of  Wilmington. 

Kespectfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  P.  HATCH, 
•  Brifjadier-  General,  Commandiiig. 


(iENEBAi-  Orders,  ^  Hdqri^.  Northern  District, 

>  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  7.  )  Charleston,  8.  C,  February  27, 1865. 

The  following-named  officers  are  nereby  appointed  on  the  staflfof  the 
brigadier  general  commanding  the  district: 

Capt.  Edgar  B,  Van  Winkle,  One  hundred  and  third  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  aide-de-camp  and  chief  of  staff;  Capt.  W.  W^.  Sampson,  Thirty- 
third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  acting  assistant  inspector-general;  Capt. 
John  H.  Moore,  assistant  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster;  First 
Lieut.  F.  A.  Wilcoxson,  Third  Ehode  Island  Artillery,  acting  assistant 
quartermaster;  Capt.  F.  K.  Smith,  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  in  charge  of  rail- 
road transportation ;  First  Ijieut.  Henry  Hagens,  Fifty-fourth  New  York 
Volunteers,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  depot  quartermaster  in 
charge  of  water  transportation ;  Capt.  Emil  Marthell,  chief  of  subsist- 
ence department  and  depot  commissary;  First  Lieut.  N.  M.  Edwards, 
First  New  York  Volunteer  Engineers,  chief  engineer;  Capt.  A.  vou 
Lnttwitz,  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  topographical  engineer; 
Second  Lieut.  S.  B.  Starbird,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
assistant  topographical  engineer;  Capt.  James  W.  Grace,  Fifty-fourth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  chief  ordnance  officer;  Capt.  Jeremiah  Lan- 
ahan.  Third  Ehode  Island  Artillery,  chief  of  artillery ;  Surg.  George  S. 
Burton,  Third  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  chief  medical  officer;  Capt. 
Thomas  L.  Appleton,  Fifty-tburth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  provost- 
marshal  ;  First  Lieut.  T.  C.  Vidal,  U.  S.  Army,  chief  signal  officer;  First 
Lieut.  D.  George  McMartin,  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  aide- 
de-camp;  Second  Lieut.  James  McMillan,  Thirty-fourth  XT.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  aide-de-camp. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  1'.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  EEEEV, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-Jifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Acty.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

'  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Xo.  8.  )  Wilmington,  X.  C,  February  27,  ISC'j. 

T.  Provost-marshals  in  this  department  will  administer  the  oath  ot 
allegiance  to  such  persons  as  come  within  the  provisions  of  the 
amnesty  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  provided 
they  are  satisfied  that  snch  persons  desire  in  good  faith  to  aid  in 
restoring  the  national  authority,  and  that  they  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance cheerfully  and  voluntarily. 
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II.  Eeports  will  be  made  weekly  to  tbe  provost-inarslial-geueral, 
giving  the  name,  age,  and  place  of  resideuce  of  every  person  who  shall 
have  subscribed  to  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  also  of  all  other  adult  white 
persons  residing  within  the  jurisdiction  of  each  provost-marshal,  to- 
gether with  such  information  as  can  be  obtained  touching  the  character 
and  conduct  of  each  individual. 

III.  Persons  of  known  disloyalty,  and  those  who  shall  by  their  lan- 
guage or  their  conduct  manifest  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  sent  beyond  the  lines  of  the  army  by  au  order 
from  the  provost-marshal-generalvOr  be  brought  before  a  military  com- 
mission for  trial  and  punishment,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offense. 

IV.  Officers  authorized  by  law  to  appoint  general  courts-martial  are 
empowered  to  appoint  military  commissions,  and  to  confirm  and  execute 
the  sentences  of  such  commissions  wkh  the  same  limitations  as  in  the 
case  of  general  courts-martial. 

V.  Commercial  intercourse  within  the  limits  of  this  department  will 
be  governed  strictly  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  will  be  limited  to  that  which 
may  De  necessary  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  loyal  people  residing 
within  the  lines  of  military  occupation,  and  persons  iu  the  employ 
of  the  Government.  None  but  persons  of  undoubted  loyalty  and 
good  character  will  be  permitted  to  trade  within  the  limits  of  the 
department. 

VI.  Intercourse  between  towns  occupied  by  the  army,  and  the 
surrounding  country  within  the  lines  of  military  occupation,  will 
be  permitted  under  regulations  to  be  established  by  the  provost- 
marshal-general  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  inhabitants  to  supply 
themselves  with  the  necessaries  of  life. 

VII.  The  loyal  people  of  the  country  residing  within  the  lines  of  the 
army  will  be  permitted  to  bring  freely  to  market  the  products  of  their 
farms,  and  to  receive  in  payment  the  currency  of  the  United  States. 
They  will  also  be  permitted  to  purchase  family  supplies  from  persons 
authorized  to  trade,  upon  permits  granted  by  the  local  provost- 
marshals. 

VIII.  Railroads  and  telegraph  lines  are  under  special  military  pro- 
tection. Any  person  who  shall  break,  injure,  or  in  any  manner  interfere 
with  their  military  use,  or  shall  fire  into  any  railroad  train  or  vessels 
navigating  the  waters  of  this  department,  shall  be  punished  with  death 
or  otherwise  at  the  discretion  of  a  military  commission. 

IX.  The  destruction  of  property,  public  or  private,  is  a  waste  of  the 
national  wealth,  and  alike  injurious  to  the  people  and  the  Government 
It  is,  therefore,  to  be  avoided,  except  where  military  operations  render 
It  necessary.  The  highest  commander  present  must  alone  be  the  iudce 
of  such  necessity.  ° 

X.  The  troops  will  be  supplied  with  such  of  the  products  of  the 
country,  especially  vegetables,  as  are  necessary  for  their  health  -ind 
comfort.  This  must  be  done  by  the  proper  staff  officers,  acting  under 
the  orders  of  the  division  and  brigade  commanders. 

XI.  StTaggling  and  irregular  foraging  by  individuals  are  prohibited 
and  will  be  severely  punished. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schotield: 

•I.  A.  CAMPBELL. 
A.ssM(tnt  A  (Ijvtu)it- General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dei^t.  of  North  Carolina, 

>  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  10.  )  WUmiwjton,  N.  C,  February  S7, 1865. 

•  ****#» 

II.  Hereafter,  ami  until  further  orders,  Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch  will 
command  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Army  Coi-ps. 

XVI.  The  provost-marshal  general.  Department  of  North  (^arolina, 
will  take  possession  of  all  cotton,  rosin,  turpentine,  and  other  contraband 
property  in  the  country  under  control  of  the  army,  and  will  turn  the 
same  over  to  an  ofiScer  of  the  quartermaster's  department  to  be  desig- 
nated by  the  chief  quartermaster,  who  will  receive  and  receipt  for  the 
same.  All  property  so  turned  over  will  be  stored  in  the  city  of  Wil- 
mington, and  held  subject  to  orders  from  these  headquarters.  The  pro- 
vost-marshal-general will  cause  an  exact  record  to  be  kept  of  the  time 
and  place,  M'here  and  when  such  property  may  be  taken,  and  of  its 
quantity,  quality,  and  condition.  Also  the  name  and  residence  of  the 
apparent  owners  or  claimants  in  each  case.  Tlie  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

XVII.  Colonel  McQuistou's  brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps,  now  at  Fort. Anderson,  will  move  without  delay  to  More- 
head  City.  The  commanding  ofiflcer  will  report  by  telegraph  from  the 
latter  place  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox,  at  New  Berne,  N.  C,  for  further 
orders.  The  quartermaster's  department  Avill  furnish  transportation  by 
steamer. 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  Schofleld: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


On  Board  Steamer  Escort, 
Federal  Point,  February  37,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
A  continuous  storm  has  as  yet  prevented  the  Escort  from  leaving 
here.    I  should  have  insisted  upon  the  captain's  trying  it,  but  the  ves- 
sels of  the  fleet  here,  which  tried  it  with  us,  have  been  obliged  to  return. 
I  hope  we  shall  be  off  before  night. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  D.  COX, 
3Iajor- General. 


General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  5.  )  Wilmington,  N.  C,  February  27,  1865. 

I.  Col.  O.  H.  Moore,  Twenty-lifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  will 
at  once  report  to  his  regiment  for  duty. 

II.  Col.  John  Mehringer,  Ninety-first  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry, 
will  assume  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  division. 


* 


r.v  command  of  ]Major-(ienenU  Coucli: 

CLINTON  A.  CILLEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Heauquakters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  op  the  Ohio, 

Wilmington,  K  C,  February  37, 1805. 

Col.  J.  F.  Boyd, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Washington  City: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  20th  instant,  in  reference  to  the  field  transportation,  &c.,  for 
this  army.  Am  much  obliged  for  the  information  contained.  In  reply, 
I  am  directed  by  tbe  commanding  general  to  inform  you  that  he  desires 
arrangements  to  be  made  to  transport  nine  days'  supplies  in  yagons, 
160  rounds  per  man  infantry  ammunition,  and  one  wagon  for  each 
piece  of  artillery.  Do  not  let  the  Kentu(;ky  train  be  deserted.  If  nec- 
essary take  the  inclosed  letter*  from  the  commanding  general  to  Gen- 
eral Halleck.  Eeturn  yourself  as  soon  as  all  necessary  arrungements 
for  the  shipment  of  transportation,  &c.,  are  made.  You  need  not  wait 
to  see  everything  off.  Have  everything  for  General  Euger's  division 
shipped  to  Beaufort,  unless  you  have  already  started  them  to  this 
point,  in  which  case  you  need  make  no  change  in  your  orders;  they  can 
be  easily  sent  back  from  Cape  Fear.  If  you  cannot  procure  citizen 
teamsters,  arrangements  can  perhaps  be  made  here  to  procure  them,  or 
they  can  be  detailed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Tiller^i  Bridge,  <S'.  C,  February  28,  1865. 
MaJ.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

Logan  is  not  yet  across  Lynch's  Creek,  but  the  crossing  at  Kelly's  is 
almost  ready,  where  he  has  two  divisions.  After  the  brigades  of 
infantry  were  thrown  over  the  water  rose  so  fast  that  it  could  not  be 
bridged.     It  is  now  subsidiDg  rajiidly. 

Captain  Duncan  met  two  brigades  of  rebel  cavalry  near  Mount  Elon 
Post-Office,  had  a  severe  skirmish,  and  returned  without  being  able  to 
strike  the  railroad.  Hampton's  headquarters  are  reported  at  Darling- 
ton; Harriee  at  Cheraw,  where  a  captured  letter  says  a  fight  is 
expected  some  time  next  week.  What  force  Hardee  has  I  am  unable 
to  determine. 

Kespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

.    Major-General. 
P.  S. — Blair  is  entirely  across  Lynch's  Creek. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Tiller'' s  Bridge,  *S'.  C,  February  28,  1865. 
Adjutant-General,  Depar'j-ment  of  the  Tennessee: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  report  that  in  compliance  with 
Special  Orders,  No.  51,  I  assumed  command  of  all  the  available 
mounted  forces  at  these  headquarters,  and  marched  south  on  the  west 
side  of  Lynch's  Creek,  crossing  the  same  at  Dubose's  Bridge,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  the  direction  of  Siinonsvillc,  on  the  Florence  and  Chnrlestou 

"  See  \\.  093. 
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Bailroad,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  tlie  railroad  bridges  near  that 
place.  Lieut.  John  A.  McQueen,  commanding  scouts,  being  in  advance, 
struck  the  enemy's  pickets,  eight  in  number,  two  miles  from  Dubose's 
Bridge,  charged  and  drove  them  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  Mount 
Elon,  where  I  learned  the  enemy,  700  strong,  was  encamped;  I  also 
learned  that  Butler's  division  of  cavalry  was  encamped  near  Wide 
Swamp.  My  information  was  received  from  negroes  and  citizens. 
Colonel  Aiken,  in  command  of  the  Fifth  [Sixth]  South  Carolina  Cav- 
alry, coming  from  the  direction  of  Mount  Blon,  being  advised  by  the 
citizens  of  the  strength  and  direction  of  our  party,  followed  us,  coming 
up  with  us  at  dark  at  the  cross-roads  three  miles  south  of  Mount  Elon, 
engaged  us  and  was  repulsed  after  a  brisk  engagement,  which  was 
mostly  a  hand  to  hand  conflict  on  account  of  the  darkness,  we  being 
unable  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe.  List  of  casualties:  Lieut.  John 
A.  McQueen,  Company  K,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  commanding 
scouts,  shot  through  the  abdomen;  Henry  Irish,  private.  Company  K, 
Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  shot  through  the  abdomen;  William  G. 
Evans,  private,  Fourth  Independent  Company  Ohio  Cavalry,  shot 
through  the  leg.  Missing:  Albert  White,  Fourth  Independent  Com- 
pany Ohio  Cavalry ;  Joseph Bedoll,  scout;  Dawson,  scout.    The 

enemy's  loss  was  much  greater  than  ours;  among  the  number  Colonel 
Aiken  and  Lieutenant  Smith  were  wounded.  We  captured  1  prisoner, 
a  first  sergeant,  who  stated  that  their  force  was  125  or  150  strong.  We 
proceeded  south,  and  deeming  it  unsafe  to  remain  on  the  east  side  of 
Lynch's  Creek,  recrossed  at  Fields'  Bridge  and  encamped  at  Bishopville, 
and  returned  to  camp  by  the  Lynch's  Creek  road.  The  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  who  accompanied  me  was  unimpeachable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  WM.  DUNCAN, 

Captain,  Commanding  Company  K,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

TiUer^s  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  28,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  General  Blair,  written 
at  2.15  p.  m.  today.  He  was  at  that  time  thirteen  miles  from  Cheraw, 
and  going  into  camp.  He  found  the  bridge  over  the  Big  Black  all 
right.  Prisoners  captured  by  him  report  six  batteries  and  some  other 
troops  at  Cheraw— the  Charleston  garrison.  He  found  the  country 
very  barren,  and  collected  breadstuff. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tiller's  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  28,  1865. 
Mai.  Max.  Woodhull, 

■      Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
Major  :  I  respectfully  report  my  position  to  be  the  same  as  of  yester- 
day.   My  pioneers  have  been  at  work  throughout  the  day  at  the  cross- 
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ina-  over  the  river,  but  will  not  be  able  to  complete  tlieir  task  before 
to  morrow.  A  staff  officer  sent  this  forenoon  reports  the  roate  by  way 
of  McOrougan's  and  Young's  Bridges  to  be  in  every  way  practicable, 
and  the  road  entirely  clear.  ,    ,  ■     ..  + 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Jf'^^^^^jjg 

Brevet  Major-GeneraL 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tiller's  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  28,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Willia^ii  B.  Hazen, 

'       GommaniUnff  Second  Dicinion,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  On  effecting  a  crossing  of  Lyiich's  Creek,  the  general 
commanding  desires  you  to  move  to  a  good  position  and  await  turther 

orders.  ,     ,■     x  * 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tiller's  Bridge,  *'.  G.,  February  28, 1865. 

Brevet  Major-Geueral  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  transmit 
herewith  a  copy  of  a  note*  just  received  from  Major-General  Howard 
relative  to  the  advanced  position  occupied  by  the  Seventeenth  Corps  and 
to  invite  your  attention  to  tlie  imperative  necessity  of  effecting  a  cross- 
ing of  Lynch's  Creek  with  your  whole  command  at  the  earliest  moment 
practicable  consistent  with  the  preservation  of  your  ammunition  and 
subsistence. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Lynch's  Creek,  S.  C,  February  38,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhxtll, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.jor:  T  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  has  remained  in 
the  position  occupied  by  it  on  the  evening  of  the  2Cth  instant.  Most 
of  my  train,  as  yon  are  aware,  being  cut  off  from  the  division  by  the 
high  water,  is  the  reason  for  its  remaining  in  bivouac.  I  have  had 
heavy  details  at  work  on  the  road  during  the  entire  day,  making  it 
passable  for  my  trains,  and  -shall  attempt  to  cross  them  at  8  p.  m.  I 
have  pushed  my  mounted  foraging  details  well  to  the  front,  and  from 
ditterent  reports  learn  that  no  very  important  force  of  the  enemy  either 
threatens  or  is  iu  close  proximity  to  my  front,  but  that  a  force  simply 
sufficient  to  watch  our  movements  is  in  this  vicinity. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COKSE, 
Brexfct  Major-General. 

*S('e\aii  Dyke  to  Logan,  p.  (509, 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Lynches  Creek,  8.  C,  February  38,  1865. 
Captain  Wilson, 

Act.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Captain:  The  trains  of  this  division  commenced  crossing  at  8.30 
p.  m.,  and  I  think  we  shall  succeed  in  getting  them  over  during  the 
night,  althongh  it  is  qnite  difficult  to  judge  of  ground  covered  with 
water. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  H.  P^VEKTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Tiller's  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  28, 1865—3  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  T.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  water  has  gone  down  very  slowly.  Corse  thinks  he 
will  be  able  to  commence  crossing  his  train  tonight,  I  do  not  wish 
you  to  push  forward  beyond  Big  Black  Creek  unsupported,  as  I  am 
uncertain  what  force  Hardee  has.  Do  you  hear  anything  from  the 
Twentieth  Corps?  Captain  Duncan  has  returned  without  striking  the 
railroad.  He  had  quite  a  skirmish  near  Mount  Elon  Post-OflBce. 
Lieutenant  McQueen  was  badly  wounded.  Hampton's  headquarters 
are  said  to  be  at  Darlington.  Do  you  find  any  supplies'? 
Very  resi)ectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Tiller's  Bridge,  8.  C,  February  28, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general  to  say  that  it  is  very  doubt- 
ful whether  General  Logan  will  be  able  to  cross  with  any  of  his  wagons 
to-day.  A  part  of  the  road  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  which  was 
thought  to  be  solid,  has  given  way  and  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  cor- 
duroy it,  as  it  is  under  water.  You  will  govern  your  movements  accord- 
ingly. The  general  does  not  desire  you  to  move  out  too  far  to  day.  It 
may  be  that  we  will  have  to  take  advantage  of  your  crossing;  would 
do  it  immediately,  but  that  the  crossing  of  Little  Lynch  is  as  bad  as 
this. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistaiit  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Thirteen  Miles  from  Cheraw,  S.  C,  February  28, 1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
Captain:  Butler's  division  of  rebel  cavalry  passed  up  the  Camdeu 
and  Cheraw  road,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  ray  camp,  about  5 
o'clock  this  p.  m.    A  prisoner,  taken  in  a  skirmisli  with  them,  reports 
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that  they  are  going  to  Cheraw  and  are  about  1,200  strong.  The  Ninth 
Illinois  found  the  enemy  (infantry)  in  lino  about  four  miles  and  a  half 
this  side  of  Cheraw.  Their  line  ■was  over  half  a  mile  long.  The  Ninth 
Illinois  skirmished  with  them  until  they  found  their  strength,  and  then 
returned  to  camj).  The  cars  have  been  running  in  and  out  of  Cheraw 
all  day,  and  the  whistle  blowing  continually. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIE,  Jk., 

Major-General. 

P.  8. — Deserters  report  that  the  garrisons  of  Wilmington  and 
Charleston  collecting  at  Cheraw  are  strong,  and  that  they  expect  to 
make  a  stand  there. 

FRANK  P.  BLAIK,  Jr., 

Major-  Genera  I. 

General  Joe  Johnston  is  in  command  at  Cheraw;  Beauregard  and 
Hardee  are  there  also. 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Je., 

Major-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Akmy  Corps, 
Thirteen  Miles  from  Cheraw,  S.  C,  February  38,  186'). 
Brig.  Cen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  there  will  probably  be  no  movement  to  morrow.    He  wishes  you 
to  load  your  empty  wagons  with  corn  if  possible,  sending  strong  guards 
with  trains. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Thirteen  Miles  from  Cheraw,  8.  C,  February  28,  186:'). 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  direct 
you  to  intrench  your  front  line  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Hanging  Rock,  8.  C,  February  ;28,  I860— 7  n.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 
General:  Yours  of  10  p.  m.  27th  just  received.    General  Sherman 
instructs  me  to  say  General  Kilpatrick  is  still  at  Lancaster,    When 
General  Davis  passes  this  road  you  should  notify  General  Kilpatrick,  in 
order  that  he  may  conform  his  movements  to  General  Davis'. 
I  am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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ClKCULAB.]  HeADQUARTEKS   FOURTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Crossing  of  Catmcha  River,  February  28, 1865. 

The  delay  at  this  point  renders  necessary  tlie  utmost  energy  to 
retrieve  lost  time.  Every  means  must  be  taken  to  prepare  the  command 
for  rapid  and  forced  marcliing.  All  carriages,  buggies,  forage  wagons, 
ox  teams,  and  other  unauthorized  vehicles,  must  be  immediately 
destroyed.  Any  mules  retjuired  by  circular  of  February  1J>  to  be 
turned  over  to  Colonel  Moore,  commanding  pontoniers,  and  not  yet 
turned  over,  will  be  at  once  sent  to  him,  even  if  it  requires  the  aban- 
donment of  transportation,  and  if  any  additional  mules  can  be  sent  to 
him  from  any  command  it  will  be  highly  appreciated  by  the  corps  com- 
mander. The  mobility  and  the  efficiency  of  the  pontoon  train  is  of 
vital  importance  to  the  movements  of  the  army. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  .1.  (J.  Davis: 

A.  0.  McCLURG, 
Lienteiiant-Colovel  aiid  Chief  of  hiaff. 


Special        ^       Hdqrs.  Fgi'rteenth  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  >  Crossing  Catawba  River,  S.  C, 

No.  17.  )  February  28,  1805. 

The  advance  will  be  resumed  to-day  as  follows: 

General  Morgan  will  march  immediately  upon  the  road  via  Warren- 
ton,  thoroughly  repairing  it  as  he  goes,  for  the  passage  of  the  trains  of 
the  corps,  and  will  advance  as  far  as  he  thinks  he  can  bring  up  .his 
trains  to-night.  His  trains  will  be  given  the  advance.  The  reserve 
artillery  and  ammunition  trains  will  be  reported  to  General  Morgan  and 
will  move  in  rear  of  his  division  and  under  his  orders. 

(ieneral  Baird  will  be  at  once  relieved  from  duty  on  the  roads  near 
the  river  by  General  Carlin,  and  will  move  to  a  position  in  advance  of 
the  present  camp  of  General  Morgan.  As  «oon  as  the  fifth  chains  for 
his  wagons  can  be  obtained  from  the  bridge  he  will  push  on  with  his 
trains  in  rear  of  General  Morgan. 

General  Carlin,  relieving  General  Baird  with  two  of  his  brigades, 
will  urge  on  the  passage  of  the  trains  and  troops,  and  will  post  a  bat- 
tery on  the  heights  to  cover  the  passage  of  his  rear  brigade  and  the 
raising  of  the  pontoon  bridge.  He  will  receive  further  orders  during 
the  day. 

The  delay  caused  by  the  breaking  of  the  bridge,  and  the  consequent 
wide  separation  of  the  coijis  from  the  remainder  of  the  army,  makes 
it  imperative  upon  all  to  ])ush  the  advance  now  with  the  utmost  energy 
and  rapidity. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  G.  McCLUKG, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  /Staff. 


Special       )       Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  }  Crossing  Catawba  River,  8.  C, 

No,  18.         )  February  28, 1865. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows : 

General  Morgan,  marching  at  daybreak,  will  push  forward  as  rapidly 
as  possible  on  the  road  taken  by  the  Twentieth  Corps. 
General  Baird,  marching  at  daylight,  will  follow  General  Morgan. 
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(ieiieral  Cailiii  will  follow  General  ]>aii(l. 

The  reserve  artillery  and  aininuuitioii  trains  will  move  witli  and  repoit 
to  General  Morgan  until  further  orders.  ,  u  •   i 

Corps  headquarters  trains  will  move  in  the  rear  of  General  Hairci. 

Kach  division  commander  will  take  charge  of  his  own  supply  train, 
and  until  further  orders,  starting  at  daylight  each  morning,  will  make 
the  greatest  distance  possible  each  day  (without  changing  the  order  of 
march),  reporting  position  to  the  corps  commander  every  evening. 

From  all  information  obtained  the  cor])s  commander  believes  that  no 
considerable  force  threatens  our  flanks.  Each  division  coii|mander  wilJ, 
therefore,  at  once  drive  oft'  any  bands  that  may  harass  his  march  and 
push  forward  without  delay. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  0.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUKG, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqks,  Skcond  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  38,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  MoClurg,  ,     ^ 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Colonel:  I  know  the  general  commanding  is  uneasy  about  the 
roads.  I  have  reached  the  point  where  thecorduroying  of  the  Twentieth 
Corps  commenced.  I  see  no  difficulty  whatever  in  passing  the  trains 
of  the  corps  over  the  road  up  to  this  place.  I  consider  it  a  perfect 
God's  country  compared  with  the  infernal  hills  about  the  Catawba 
Kiver.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  push  forward  as  far  as  possible 
to  night. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Morton's  Store,  S.  C,  February  28, 18G5. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  to  Miller's  Bridge,  over  Lyncli's 
Creek,  in  the  following  order :  First  Division,  Third  Division,  Second 
Division.  General  Jackson  will  start  at  6.30  a.  m.  General  Ward  will 
leave  his  present  camp  early  enough  to  close  up  to  the  rear  of  the  train 
of  the  First  Division.  The  troops  of  the  First  Division  will  march 
unencumbered  in  the  advance.  Genera)  Ward  will  distribute  his 
troops  so  as  to  cover  the  trains  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions. 
General  Jackson  will  use  his  troops  to  repair  all  the  bad  places  in  the 
road,  but  the  troops  of  the  other  divisions  must  be  kept  with  the  trains 
and  in  readiness  to  make  any  necessary  repairs  to  the  road.  General 
Geary  will  march  one  brigade  as  a  rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery 
will  march  with  the  rear  guard,  the  balance  of  the  artillery  in  the  same 
order  as  in  the  march  of  to-day.  The  artillery  ammunition  train  will 
march  in  rear  of  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  G.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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HDt)K!<.  OAVA.LKV   COMJIANU,  MlL.   DlV.  OK   THii   MlSS., 

/)(  Ihe  Field,  February  38, 1805 — U  p.  m. 
|Major-Geueial  Bherman. 

Commandhuj  Militnry  Dimsion  of  ihe  Mississippi:] 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  General  Hampton's 
reply  to  your  cominuuicatioii  of  yesterday.*  1  still  hold  Lancaster, 
and  send  you  map  indicating-  the  position  of  my  brigades.  Hamp- 
ton's forces  seem  to  be  holding  Cane  Greek.  I  am  pushing  a  recon- 
naissance to-day  well  up  the  Charlotte  road,  and  in  direction  of  Mon- 
roe. My  people  have  been  as  far  up  as  the  cross-roads  at  Flyer's,  Nel- 
son's, and  Metler's,  marked  by  stars  on  the  map,  and  driven  in  the 
enemy's  pickets.  They  are  still  advancing,  with  orders  to  push  up  the 
country  as  far  as  possible.  Up  to  last  evening  the  enemy  felt  certain 
that  we  were  moving  toward  Charlotte,  and  1  think  my  demonstrations 
of  to-day  will  keep  him  of  that  opinion.  Davis'  stragglers  are  now 
coming  into  my  column.  I  therefore  infer  that  he  is  past  Pleasant  Hill 
Post-UfiBce  by  this;  he  certainly  has  had  time.  I  have  sent  out  scout- 
ing parties  to  lind  out  what  progress  he  has  made.  1  have  eaten  out 
the  country  about  Lancaster,  and  here  it  is  mighty  poor.  It  won't  pay 
to  halt  long  at  one  place.  I  hope  that  General  Davis  will  be  so  far 
advanced  as  to  allow  me  to  cross  Lynch's  Creek  to-morrow.  Please 
indicate  to  me  the  road  upon  which  General  Davis  will  march  after 
crossing  Lyucli's  Creek.  I  received  this  morning  twenty  of  my  pris- 
oners in  exchange  for  an  equal  number  sent  General  Wheeler  yester- 
day; in  all,  he  has  taken  from  me  but  one  officer  and  thirty  men  since 
entering  upon  the  present  campaign.  I  have,  over  and  above  that 
number,  seventy  of  his  men  and  four  commissioned  oflBcers.  As  I  feel 
confident  that  1  can  keep  even  with  him  or  Hampton  in  prisoners,  if 
you  will  give  permission,  and  any  of  the  corps  commanders  desire  it,  for 
inlantry  officers  and  soldiers  now  in  Wheeler's  hands  1  will  exchange 
the  prisoners  1  now  have  on  hand.  Three  infantry  soldiers  belonging 
to  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps  represented  themselves  as  belonging  to 
my  cavalry,  and  were  exchanged  last  evening.  They  will  be  sent  to 
their  corps  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATKICK, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  February  28, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Hilton  Head : 
Dear  General:  Your  dispatch, of  yesterday  is  just  received. 
General  Beckwith  thinks  we  cannot  depend  on  the  navy  to  furnish  us 
promptly  with  any  information  they  may  gather  of  General  Sherman's 
movements,  and  that  on  this  account  it  would  be  very  well  to  keep  a 
dispatch  boat  at  Georgetown,  witli  orders  to  report  without  delay.  We 
do  not  think  it  very  likely  that  General  Sherman  will  communicate 
through  Georgetown ;  but  as  he  distinctly  directed  a  lookout  to  be  kept 
for  him  there  we  wish  not  to  lose  any  of  the  chances.  We  hear 
nothing  from  the  interior  or  from  Hood's  army.  Please  inform  me  at 
once  of  any  news  from  Wilmington  or  other  point  on  the  coast  north 

'  Seo  I,.  oOfi. 
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of  you.    The  break  iu  the  telesrapli  isolates  us.     Any  importmit  news 
might  be  seat  by  special  boat  from  Fort  Pulaski.    AIJ  very  quiet  liere. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  D.  WEBSTER, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  February  JSS,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Comdg.  Northern  Dist.,  Dept.  of  the  South,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 
General:  The  major-general  comrnandingdirectsiliat  anolherregi- 
nient  be  sent  to  Georgetown  without  delay,  so  that  that  place  shall  be 
occupied  by  from  600  to  800  men,  with  instructions  to  intrench  them- 
selves. The  major-general  commanding  also  directs  that  Colonel  Hal- 
lowell's  brigade,  as  organized  in  the  I'eturn  of  the  Coast  Division  of 
February  4,  be  sent  at  once  to  Savannah,  to  report  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen. 
C.  Grover.  If  the  above  changes  render  it  necessary,  you  arc  author- 
ized to  withdraw  General  Potter's  brigade  from  the  front,  but  no  time 
must  be  lost  in  making  said  changes.  The  major-general  commanding 
further  directs  that  a  dispatch  boat  be  sent  to  Georgetown  to  be  used 
in  carrying  information  or  dispatches  in  case  of  necessity.  It  is  impor- 
tant that  any  news  from  General  Sherman's  army  requiring  action  on 
the  part  of  the  major-general  commanding  should  be  sent  to  him  with- 
out delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

>  Departmen'J'  of  the  South, 

No.  8.  J  Charleston,  8.  C,  February  ^f<,  1865. 

I.  All  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  Charleston  or 
its  vicinity  are  invited  to  call  at  the  office  of  the  post  provost-marshal 
and  register  their  nameti,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  receive  certificates  of  having,  done  so. 

II.  Post  or  brigade  commanders  will  grant  no  passes  or  other  favors 
to  persons  (owing  allegiance  to  the  United  States)  who  have  not,  by 
taking  the  oath,  shown  their  loyalty  to  the  Government. 

III.  No  guards  will  be  placed  over  the  houses  of  citizens  for  the  pro- 
tection of  private  property.  Any  person  fearing  molestation  will  best 
secure  their  property  by  placing  in  some  conspicuous  position  on  the 
premises  the  liag  of  the  United  States.  Persons  detected  in  depredat- 
ing on  houses  so  protected  will  be  punished  with  additional  severity. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  A;ist.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  February  28,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  Division  : 
Please  send  the  detachment  of  the  Twenty-first  now  with  you  to  this 
city  to  report  to  Colonel  Woodford  as  soon  as  Colonel  Van  Wyck  has 
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joiued  you.  It  is  reported  that  there  is  quite  a  large  body  of  the  rebel 
cavalry  on  the  Halfway  Cree'k  road.  If  this  is  confirmed  by  reports 
you  may  receive  try  and  capture  or  disperse  them.  I  will  try  to  ket^p 
your  troops  supplied  with  rations  by  the  Cooper  and  Waudo  Rivers. 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Division, 
In  the  Field,  Saint  Stephen^s  Station,  S.  C, 

February  28, 1865 — 8  a.  m. 
General  Sohimmelfennig  : 

A  railroad  employd  who  came  across  the  Santee  last  night  reports  that 
the  enemy  has  left  the  other  side  of  the  river.  The  last  of  their  infantry 
was  about  leaving  Kingstree  per  rail  for  Cheraw.  The  cavalry  and 
artillery  marched  by  the  road;  He  also  reports  Sherman  forty  miles 
north  of  Columbia,  on  the  road  to  Charlotte.  Beauregard  is  in  his 
front,  endeavoring  to  check  him  iintil  the  rebel  forces  can  concentrate 
at  Charlotte.  The  report  of  the  capture  of  Wilmington  is  confirmed. 
1  think  it  evident  that  Sherman  intends  to  move  duectly  to  Ealeigh 
without  making  any  base  at  Charleston  or  Georgetown.  In  this  event 
it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  overtake  and  communicate  with  him 
by  crossing  the  Santee  at  this  point  and  following  the  retreating  rebels. 
They  would  always  be  between  Sherman  and  this  force.  A  more  prob- 
able means  of  communicating  with  him  would  be  by  following  his  route 
from  Columbia.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  steamer  Bennett,  with 
rations  for  this  comman<l,  reported  here  last  evening.  All  my  wagons, 
nine  in  number,  are  on  their  way  here  with  ammunition.  I  have  ordered 
all  the  carts  to  go  to  the  landing  on  the  western  branch,  and  bring 
what  rations  they  can  fiom  the  Bennett,  Is  it  intended  that  the  rail- 
road bridges  and  trestles  should  be  rebuilt,  and  if  so,  when  will  that 
work  be  probably  finished?  The  constant  rains  will  make  the  roads 
almost  impassable,  and  with  my  present  means  of  transportation  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  bring  supplies,  even  from  the  western  branch  of  Cooper 
River.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  tin-clads  from  coming  up  the 
Santee  to  this  point.  I  must  again  request  that  the  telegraph  operator 
be  sent  here  from  Goose  Creek.  I  have  sent  orders  to  him  directly, 
but  hear  nothing  of  him.  The  telegraph  wire  is  broken  in  one  place 
only,  I  believe,  between  Saint  Stephen's  and  Monk's  Corner,  and  I  think 
it  is  very  little  injured  between  the  last  place  and  Goose  Creek.  I  shall 
order  Major  Place  and  the  guard  which  was  left  at  Goose  Creek  to 
rejoin  their  command.  The  small  guard  which  is  needed  at  the  Goose 
Cieek  bridge  can  better  be  furnished  from  Charleston.  If  it  be  the 
intention  to  reconstruct  the  trestle-works  below  Saint  Stephen's  I  can 
order  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fox,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
who  is  a  civil  engineer,  to  commence  the  work.  There  is  plenty  of  timber 
here  already  framed  for  the  trestles.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to 
forward  a  copy  of  this  dispatch  to  the  major-general  commanding. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  E.  POTTER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — A  small  guard  from  the  One  hundred  and  forty -fourth  New 
York  Volunteers  was  left  at  Mount  Pleasant.  I  should  like  to  have 
them  returned  to  their  regiment  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Hdqu!^-  Nohthkkn  District,  Deft,  of  the  South, 

Charlenton,  February  ,'i8,  18(>5. 

Col.  C.  H.  Van  Wyck, 

Commanding  Brigade,  Goose  Creek: 
Leave  three  companies  of  your  coiiimaud  as  a  guard  at  Goose  Creek. 
If  the  troops  now  there  as  a  guard  belong  to  the  Twenty-first  U.  S. 
( 'olored  Troops,  order  them  to  report  to  Colonel  Woodlord,  in  Charles- 
ton. If  they  are  part  of  a  regiment  with  General  Potter,  order  them 
to  report  to  liim  at  Monk's  Corner. 

,1N0.  P.  HATCH, 
lirij/udier-  denernl,  CommawHut/. 


Hdqus.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  February  ii8,  ISarj. 
Col.  E.  N.  Hallowell, 

Commanding  Brigade : 
Colonel:  You  will  send  early  this  morning  four  companies  of  the 
best  disciplined  troops  in  your  command  under  command  of  a  discreet 
otBcer  on  the  road  toward  Goose  Creek  to  a  point  known  as  Thirteen- 
Mile  Hill.  It  is  represented  that  the  blacks  there  are  committing  mur- 
ders. The  officer  in  command  will  be  directed  to  induce  the  lately 
freed  people  to  come  into  the  city.  He  is  authorized  to  seize  any  trans- 
portation he  may  find  to  convey  the  young,  and  those  unable  to  travel, 
and  the  necessary  baggage.  He  Arill  enforce  the  strictest  discii^line  in 
his  own  command,  allowing  no  straggling  or  marauding.  If  necessary 
to  prevent  the  latter  he  will  make  immediate  example  of  such  men  as 
are  found  violating  these  orders,  even  to  the  extreme  penalty  of  death. 
A  strict  guard  must  be  kept  over  camp  tlie  Jiight  the  command  is  absent. 
One  day's  rations  will  be  taken  and  the  command  will  return  the  follow- 
ing day. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch : 

LEONAED  B.  PERRY, 
First  JActit.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Division,  Sherman's  Army, 

Bhiir\s  Landing,  aS'.  C,  February  28,  1865. 
Captain  Burger. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  South: 
Captain  :  I  sent  a  reconuoitering  party  some  thirty  miles  up  the  road 
from  Pocotaligo  Station  (Sherman's  road),  which  was  unable  to  hear  of 
any  force  whatever  on  the  26th.     On  the  27th  Lieutenant-Colonel  Henry, 
commanding  at  Pocotaligo  Station,  reports: 

I  have  information  from  coubrabauds  of  a  force  of  rebels  said  to  number  some  300 
to  500,  composed  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Roberts  (of  Colonel 
Colcock's  command  of  cavalry)  and  Cajjtaiu  Mickler,  -with  a  squad  of  infantry.  Tbev 
are  near  Beech  Branch  (twenty-five  miles  northwest  from  Coosawhatchie  Station)  anil 
are  scouting  the  country  in  that  direction. 

The  sergeant  in  command  of  twenty-three  men  at  Garden's  Corners 
reports  the  station  attacked  with  musketry  for  three  hours  night  before 
last.     No  loss.    I  have  sent  a  company  there  to  remain  and  reconnoiter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 
Urigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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HliA.l)QVARTliK54   DEPABTMKNT   OF   TIIK   SoUTH, 

HiUon  Head,  8.  (\,  Febrmnj  iM,  IfiHo. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  0.  (Juovkk, 

ComUg.  Savannah  J)ist.,  JJept.  of  the  South,  Savannah,  Oa.: 
General  :  The  uiajorgeneral  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  two 
brigades  of  your  command  that  can  be  best  spared  in  readiness  to 
embark,  to  be  sent  beyond  the  limits  of  this  department.  You  will  call 
in  all  detailed  men  belonging  to  the  regiments  of  these  brigades,  and 
report  by  letter  and  by  telegraph  the  brigades  thus  selected  and  tlieir 
aggregate  strength.  Four  hundred  men  belonging  to  your  command 
arrived  to-day  from  the  North  and  will  be  forwarded  to  you  at  once.  A 
suthcient  force  necessary  to  replace  the  above  brigades  will  be  sent  to 
Savannah  without  delay.  Steamers  will  be  sent  to  Savannah  to-morrow 
to  receive  one  brigade  and  transportation  for  the  balance  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  February  28, 1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va, : 

General:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  24th.  'Please 
accept  my  thanks  for  your  generous  appreciation  of  our  success  in  the 
capture  of  Wilmington.  My  latest  informaticm  of  General  Sherman  is 
that  on  the  24th  one  of  his  main  columns  was  about  midway  between 
Columbia  and  Charlotte,  and  the  other  seventeen  miles  from  Camden 
on  the  road  to  Fayetteville.  This  comes  from  the  mail  carrier  from 
Fayetteville,  and  is  thought  by  those  who  know  him  to  be  reliable.  I 
had  supposed  General  Sherman  farther  advanced,  but  the  roads  are  bad, 
and  he  probably  has  to  move  quite  slowly.  Very  heavy  rains  have 
fallen  lately.  The  roads  in  this  region  are  very  bad,  but  they  will  dry 
very  quickly  after  the  rain  ceases.  In  the  region  General  Sherman  is 
marching  through  the  mud  will  last  much  hmger.  I  have  men  out  to 
get  information  of  his  movements,  but  I  find  it  extremely  difficult  to 
obtain  any  one  at  all  trustworthy  who  is  willing  to  carry  a  dispatch  to 
him;  but  I  hope  to  get  one  to-morrow.  General  Sherman  can  send  to 
me  much  more  easily,  and  no  d<mbt  has  already  done  so.  Hardee  was 
ordered  to  this  place  from  Charleston,  but  we  came  in  just  in  time  to 
cut  him  oif.  He  then  turned  toward  Fayetteville.  I  think  Hoke  will 
go  in  the  same  direction,  and  both  try  to  unite  with  Beauregard  about 
(ireensborough.  This  1  derive  from  a  telegraph  operator's  report  of 
the  correspondence  between  Bragg  and  Hardee  the  day  before  we  got 
Wilmington.  My  wagons  and  animals  are  coming  very  slowly.  Storm 
and  fog  have  made  it  impossible  to  cross  Cape  Fear  bar  for  nearly  all  the 
time  for  several  days.  It  must  be  four  or  five  days  yet  before  avo  can 
fairly  begin  work  on  the  railroad.  I  had  hoped  much  more  from  Pal 
mer's  movement,  but  he  has  done  nothing.  Instead  of  pushing  out  as 
ordered,  he  came  here  to  see  me  about  it,  and  was  detained  by  the  fog. 
He  probably  did  not  get  back  until  to-day.  I  sent  Cox  back  with  him 
with  orders  to  take  command  and  move  forward  at  once,  so  that  the 
railroad  could  be  repaired.  I  intend  to  move  from  here  by  the  5th  or 
6th  with  whatever  transportation  I  can  get  by  that  time.    It  the  rail- 
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road  here  is  not  ready  for  me  I  will  pusb  through  and  unite  with  Cox, 
unless  I  learn  that  Sherman  is  coming  this  way  to  get  supplies  here. 
His  instructions  to  Colonel  Wright  were  to  have  the  road  to  Golds- 
borough  ready  for  him  by  the  15th  of  March.  That  I  think  we  can 
make,  and  will  do  more  if  possible.  I  hope  when  General  Sherman 
hears  I  have  Wilmington  he  will  come  iu  as  far  as  Fayetteville.  Then 
we  will  be  all  right,  and  can  unite  whenever  we  please.  The  cavalry 
has  begun  to  arriA^e.  A  regiment  will  do  very  well  for  the  present. 
I  am,  general,  very  respe<!tfully.  vour  obedient  servant, 

.1.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major -General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqks.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

>  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  9.  )  Wilmington,  K  C,  Febrtiary  28, 1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Barriger,  commissary  of  subsistence,  is  announced 
as  a  member  of  the  departmental  staff,  and  will  relieve  Lieut.  Col.  K. 
B.  Treat,  commissary  of  subsistence,  as  chief  commissary  of  subsis- 
tence, Department  of  North  Carolina. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Ar3iy  of  the  Ohio, 

Wilmingtou,  N.  C,  February  28, 1865. 
Major-General  Cox: 

General:  lam  sorry  for  your  detention  in  getting  started,  but  it 
was  unavoidable.  McQuiston's  brigade  did  not  get  off  until  to-day, 
but  do  not  wait  for  it.  Time  is  very  important.  General  Grant  is  very 
much  disappointed  at  Palmer's  tardiness.  He  was  expected  to  have 
Kinstou  by  the  time  we  got  Wilmington.  1  rely  upon  you  to  regain 
what  has  been  lost.  Let  nothing  detain  you. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

Special  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Second  and  Third  Divisions, 

I  TVfENTY-THIRD  ArmY  CORPS, 

^°-  ^-  )  Wilmington,  N.  C,  February  28, 1865. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  16,  paragraph  2,  current 
series,  headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina,  the  undersiffned 
hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  of"  the 

S^fiin  K   f  ™^P^''?f-    ^tP"'*^'  '■«*"^°«'  and  official  correspond- 
ence will  be  forwarded  through  these  headquarters. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )    Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

JNo.  4o.  y         Northeast  Station,  K.  C,  February  28,  1865. 

I.  In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  Major-General  Schofield, 
^«t^hif!l,",'^  the  department,  corps  headquarters  will  be  temporarily 
estabhshed  at  Wilmiugton,  and  all  official  papers  from  the  command 
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will  be  for-wartled  thither.  Division  commanders  are  authorized  to 
grant  passes  to  cross  our  lines  or  to  go  lo  Wilmington.  In  the  event 
of  any  military  movement,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames  will  assume  com- 
mand of  the  troops  at  the  front  until  the  arrival  of  the  major-general 
commanding.  The  corps  officer  of  the  day  will  be  furnished  this  day 
from  General  Ames'  command,  to-morrow  and  the  day  following  from 
General  Paine's  command,  and  again  in  the  same  succession  until 
further  orders,  the  detail  being  made  from  officers  above  the  rank  of 
major,  not  including  brigade  commanders.  The  old  and  new  officers  of 
the  day  will  meet  daily  at  3  p.  m.  at  headquarters  Second  Division, 
Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  instructions, 
and  will  communicate  immediately  to  division  commanders  all  matters 
of  importance  occurring  during  their  tour  of  duty.  They  will  forward, 
through  their  division  commanders,  a  written  report  to  these  head- 
quarter.'j.  Until  further  orders  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Light  Battery 
will  report  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames,  commanding  Second  Division, 
Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  and  Light  Company  E,  Third  U.  S.  Artil- 
lery, to  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  J.  Paine,  commanding  Third  Division, 
Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TBREY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Okdkbs,  (    Hdqrs.  District  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  59.  \  New  Berne,  JV.  C,  February  38,  180S. 

******* 

VI.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  will  proceed  at  once  to  New 
Berne,  the  commanding  officer  reporting  on  arrival  at  these  headquar- 
ters.   Quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

VII.  The  section  of  the  Third  New  York  Artillery  now  serving  in  the 
Snb-District  of  Beaufort  will  proceed  at  once  to  join  their  regiment  at 
New  Berne.    Quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

VIII.  The  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  will  proceed  at 
once  to  New  Berne,  the  commanding  officer  reporting  on  arrival  to 
Brig.  Gen.  S,  P.  Carter,  U.  S.  Volunteers.  Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment will  furnish  transportation. 

IX.  The  headquarters  of  the  First  North  Carolina  (Union)  Volun- 
teers (this  includes  the  old  Second  North  Carolina  Volunteers  also) 
will  be  located  at  Morehead  City,  where  all  of  that  regiment,  including 
the  company  ordered  up  from  Hatteras,  will  at  once  be  concentrated 
and  encamped,  except  one  company,  which  will  be  stationed  at  Beau- 
fort and  which  will  constitute  the  only  garrison  of  that  place.  All 
other  troops  now  at  Beaufort  will  at  once  be  transferred  to  Morehead 
City. 

X.  The  commanding  officer  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery  will  send 
one  company  of  his  regiment  to  garrison  Fort  Macon.  The  command- 
ing oflBcer  of  that  company  will  receive  from  the  officer  he  relieves  all 
the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  and  other  public  property  pertaining 
to  that  post.  The  present  commanding  officer  is  directed  to  turn  over 
the  same,  as  of  such  condition  as  the  receiving  officer  may  see  fit  to 

determine. 

,**»*** 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer: 
'  J.  A.  JUDSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
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Ahulraet  from  returns  of  the  V.  S.  forces  undw  the  immediate  command  of  Maj.  Gen. 
William  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  for  February  SS,  1865. 


Commaud. 


(xeneral  and  staff  

7th  Company  Ohio  Sharpshooters 

1st  Michigan  Engineers  (ten  companie.'*)  . 
1st  Missouri  Engineers  {five  companies)  . 


Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

General  and  staff 

Escort  

Signal  detachment  (McClintoik) . 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  (Logan)  . . 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps  (Blair) 


Total  Right  Wing  (Howard) . 
h  rni  V  of  Georgia 

G€ 


eneral  and  staff 

Pontoniers  (Downey) 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps  (Davis)   . . . 
Twentieth  Army  Corps  (Williams)  . 


Total  Left  Wing  (Slocuni)  . 

Cavalry  (Kilpntrick)  

Grand  total 


Present  for 
duty.* 


O 


21 

4 

3 

773 

448 


1,249 


G 

25 
."JTS 
652 


1,057 

310  I 


a 

g 

% 

S«! 

=-s 

®  J 

tc 

ti-g 

u 

&0 

bt 

to 

< 

< 

17 

Yl 

78 

1     OK.J 

9.5 

1,354 
471 


I 


47 

24 

14,  739 

11, 142 


25,952 


457 
13, 776 
13, 051 


177       4, 259 


2,  753  I  58,  928 


21 

94 

27 

18,  320 

13,  067 


1,740 
56G 


27 
140 

31 
28, 714 
25,  099 


.31,529  I      54,011 


6 

727 
16, 1U8 
15,512 


8 

9U9 

27',  826 

28,682 


32,353  i       57,424 


9,3.')4 


70,958  i     123,207 


18 
14 


32 


16 
16 


32 


*  For  the  effective  strength,  see  Part  I,  p.  43. 

[Februaey  28,  1865. — For  organization  of  troops  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  covering  this  date, 
see  Part  I,  p.  40.] 


Abstract  from  returns  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 
IT.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  February  S8,  1865. 

[Compiled  mainly  from  subordinate  returns.] 


Present  for 
duty. 

i    \ 
£        = 

Aggregate  present. 

1   . 

n 

a  = 
ttri 

P 

-1 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

CommaiHl. 

1 

(.J  en  eral  and  staff 

9 

3 

6 

706 

343 

248 

64' 

16 

13,781 
9,815 
6,478 

9 

64 

23 

16,389 

11,570 

8,439 

10 

87 

141 

27, 190 

22,  798 

12, 148 

(.'ompany  G,  Seventh  Ohio  Cavalry  (Ashburv) 

Detachment  Signal  Corps  (Daniels) 

Twenty-third  Army  Corps  (Schofleld) 

1        10 

101  1        «3 

District  of  North  Carolina  (Palmer)  

Total 

1,315 

30, 154 

36,  494 

62,  380 

101  i        73 

1,145 

28,  947 

34. 003 

61,701 

*  Not  report 

9d. 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  {Army  of 
the  Ohio),  commanded  hy  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Scho field.  U.  8.  Army. 
Fehrvary  38,  1805. 

K.SCORT. 

7th  Ohio  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Capt.  John  A.  Ashbnry. 

.SIGNAL  CORPS. 

Capt.  Nahum  Daniels. 

TWENTY-THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Geu.  John  M.  Schokield. 

ENGINEER   BATTALION. " 

Capt.  Oliver  S.  McClure. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Hrig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruoei:. 
First  liriijade.  \  Second  lirigade. 

Col.  John  M.Onn.  j  Col.  JoHy  C.  McQuiston. 


120th  ludiana,  Col.  Allen  W.  Prather. 
124th  Iudiana,Lient.  Col.  Henry  II.  N'eff. 
128th  Indiana,  Lient.  Col.  Jasper  Pack- 
ard. 
180th  Ohio,  Col.  Willard  Warner. 


123d    Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Dewitt  C.  Wal- 
ters. 

129th  Indiana,  Col.  Charles  A.  Zollinger. 

130th  Indiana,  Col.  Charles  S.  Parrish. 
28th«Mic'hiBan,    Col.  William  W. 
Wheeler. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Minor  T.  Thomas. 

8th  Minnesota,  Capt.  George  V.  Pettit. 
174th  Ohio,  Col.  John  S.  Jones. 
178th  Ohio,  Col.  Joab  A.  Stafford. 

Artillery. 

Indiaoa  Light,  22d  Battery,  Capt.  Edward  W.  Nicholson. 
Ist  Michigan  Light,  Battery  F,  Capt.  Byron  D.  Paddock. 

SECOND   DIVISION,  t 

Brig.  Gen.  Nathaniel  C.  McLean. 

First  Brigade.  '  Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Cooper.  Col.  John  Mehringeu. 

26th  Kentncky,  Col.   Thomas   B.   Fair-     107th  Illinois, Maj.  Thomas  J.Milholland. 
leigh.  i    80tfi  Indiana,     Lieat.    Col.    Alfred    D. 

25th  Michigan,  Col.  Orlando  H.  Moore.  Owen. 

6th  Tennes8ee(8even  companies), Lient.       23d   Michigan,  Col.  Oliver  L.Spaulding. 
Col.  Edward  Maynard.  ;  111th  Ohio,  Capt.  Henry  J.  McCord. 

!  118th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Edgar  Sowers. 

Third  Brigade. 
Cal.  Silas  A.  Strickland. 

9l8t  Indiana,  Lient.  Col.  Charles  H.  Bntterfield. 

50th  Ohio,  Capt.  John  S.  Conahan. 
181st  Ohio,  Maj.  Jan'es  T.  Hickey. 
183d   Ohio,  Col.  George  W.  Hogo. 

Jrtilla-y. 

Indiana  Light,  15th  Battery,  Capt.  Alouzo  Jy.  Harvey. 
Ohio  Light,  19th  Battery,  Capt.  Frank  Wilson. 


•'Composed  of  details  from  infantry  regiments. 

IMaj.  Gen.  Darius  N,  Conch,  in  command  of  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions, 
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THIRD   DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  Rkilly. 

Provost  Guard. 

100th  Ohio,  Company  F,  Lieut.   John  P.  Denny. 


Firat  Brigade. 

Col.  OSCAK  W.  Steri.. 

12th  Kentucky,   Lieut.   Col.    T.inirence 

H.  Rousseau. 
16th  Kentucky,    Lieut.    Col.     .lolni    S. 

White. 
100th  Ohio,  Capt.  Frank  Runtlell. 
lOlth  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  J.  Jordan. 
8th  Tennessee,  Capt.  James  W.  Berry. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Arthur  T.  Wii.cox. 

65th  Illinois,    Lieut.    Col.    William   S. 

Stewart. 
65th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Ham- 
mond. 
103d   Ohio,  Capt.  Henry  S.  Pickauds. 
177th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Zim- 
merman. 
5th  Tennessee,   Lieut.    Col.   Nathaniel 
Witt. 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  Tho.mas  J.  Henderson. 

112th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Emery  S.  Bond. 
63d   Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Morris. 
140th  Indiana,  Col.  Thomas  J.  Brady. 

AriiUerti. 

Indiana  Light,  23d  Battery,  Capt.  James  H.  Myers. 
1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Cecil  C.  Reed. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY  CORPS. 

Ma.j.  Gen.  Alfred  H.  Terry. 

SIGNAL  CORPS. 

Lieut.  Frederick  E.  Beardslee. 

ENGINEER!^. 

15th  New  York,  Companies  A  and  I,  Lieut.  Keefe  S.  O'Keefe. 

SECOND   BRIGADE,  FIRST  IHVISION,  TWENTY-FOURTH   ARMY   CORP.H. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  C.  AnnoTT. 

6th  Connccticnt,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Klein. 
7th  Connecticut,  Lieut.  Col.  Seager  S.  Atwell. 
3d    New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  James  F.  Randlett. 
7th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  W.  Rollins. 
16th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (six  companies),  Maj.  Frederick  W.  Priuce. 

SECOND   DIVISION,    TWENTY-FOVRTH   ARMY   CORPS. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Adelhkrt  Ames. 

Secovd  Brigade.. 


Fint  Brigade. 
Col.  RUFUS  Daggett. 


Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Colvin. 


3d  New  York,  Lieut.  George  E.  Avent.  |     47th  New  York,  Capt.  Frank  A.  Butts. 
112th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Ephraim  A.        48th New  York,  Capt.  Vau  Rensselaer  K. 

Ludwick.  Billiard. 

117th  New  York,  Capt.  Edward  Downer,  i     76th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Charles  Knerr. 
142d  New  York,  Col.  Albert  M.  Barney.        97th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.    William    H. 

Martin, 
I  203d    Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Amos  W, 
Bachmau. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Col.    G.    FUEDERICK   GkANGEK. 

13th  Indiana  (seven  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  M.  Zeut. 

9th  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  Noble. 

4th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  Frank  W.  Parker. 
115th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Nathan  .J.  Johnson. 
169th  New  York,Capt.  Edwin  R.  Sniitli. 

THIKD   DIVISION,    TWENTY-l'IFTH   AHMY    C-()I{P.S. 

Brig.  Gen.  Chakles  J.  Paine. 


First  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Delevan  Bates. 

1st  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,*  Lieut.  Col. 
Giles  H.  Rich. 
30th  IJ.  S.  Colored  Troops,  t  Lieut.  Col, 

Hiram  A.  Oakman. 
107th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  William 
H.  Revere,  jr. 


Second  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  A.  Duncax. 

4tli  U.   S.   Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col. 

George  Rogers. 
6tb  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  John  W. 

39th  I'.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Ozoiu  P. 
Stearns. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  John  H.  Holman. 

5th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  William  R.  Brazie. 
10th  U.  a.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  H.  I'owcU. 
27tli  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Donnellau. 
37th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Nathan  Gofi',  jr. 

AKTll.LEUY. 

Ist  Connecticut  Heavy,  Companies  B,  G,  and  L,  Capt.  William  G.  Pride. 
2d  Pennsylvania  Heavy,  Company  A,  Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Kveiett. 
New  York  Light,  16th  Battery,  Capt.  Richard  H.  Lee. 
3d  United  States,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  John  R.  Myrick. 

CAVALKY. 

20th  New  York,  Company  I,  Capt.  John  J.  Carroll. 

DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Innis  N.  Palmer. 

SUB- DISTRICT   OK   NEW    BERNE. 

Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Harland. 

l.nth  Connecticut,  Col.  Charles  L.  Upham. 

23d   Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Raymond. 

25th  Massachusetts  (four  companies),  Capt.  Samuel  Harriugton. 

27th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Walter  G.  Bartholomew. 

99th  New  York  (three  companies),    t  p^,,  p^^cr  J.  Claassen. 

132d New  York,  S 

1st  North  Carolina  (two  companies),. Capt.  Richard  J.  Allen. 
12th  New  Y'ork  Cav:ilry,  Lieut.  Col.  Philip  G.  Vought. 
23d  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Capt.  Emory  Cnmmings. 

2d  Massachusetts  Heavv  Artillery  (detachment),  Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  B.  R.  Sprague. 

3d  New  Y'orU  Light  Artillery  (detachment).  Col.  Charles  H.  Stewart. 


New  York  Light  Artillery,  23d  Battery,  Capt.  Alfred  Ransom. 
5th  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery  (ten  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  G 


eovge  W.  Tew. 


'  Temporarily  attached  to  Third  Brigade, 
t  Temporarily  attached  to  Second  Brigade. 
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ROANOKE    ISLANn. 

Col.  Theodoke  F.  Leiiman'x. 

16th  Connecticnt  (detacliinent),  Capt.  Joseph  H.  Baruum. 

lOlst  Pennsylvania  (two  companies),  Lient.  Edgar  L,ee. 

103a   Pennsylvania  (detachment),  Col.  Theodore  1 .  Lehmann. 
5th  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  T>   L>e''t- Moses  O.D.aling^ 
.=itli  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  K,  CaP*-  ^>nelms  'le  Meulen. 

Now  York  Light  Artillery,  24th  Battery,  Lieut.  William  S.  Camp. 

SUB-DISTRICT  OF   HKAUl'OKT. 

Col.  ,Tames  Stewart,  Jr. 

17tU  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Splaiiie. 
9tli  New  Jersey,  Maj.  Samuel  Hntty.  ,   ,,   ,,  m 

Ist  North  Carolina  (detachment).  Col.  Joseph  M.  iMcChe.suey. 
1st  North  Carolina  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj.  William  A.  Moor.-. 
3d   New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  C  (section),  Lieut.  Enoch  Joii.-s. 

I'l.YMOLTII. 

2d  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery  (four  companies),  Col.  Jones  Krankle. 

PROVISIONAL   DIVISION,    ARMY   01'   THE   TKNXESSEE. 

Brig.  Gen.  TliOMAS  !•".  JIkaciier. 

.■Ibatracl  from  returns  of  Ihe  DepartmenI  of  the  Soiilli,  Maj.  Gen.  i^uiiwi/  A.  liiUmore, 

V.  S.  Army,  lommandiiig,  for  Fehrnarij  fJS,  IHOo." 

[Compiled  mainly  irom  Huboriliiiati'  letiinis  1 


J*lv^^<'nt  lor 
duty. 


Command. 


Cienei'al  lieadijiiarters ■ 

First  Now  York  Engineers  (battalion,  PIkcpi  . 

First  Separate  ISrigado  (Hatch) 

Second  Separate  Brigade  (Gnernsey) 

Tliird  Separate  Brigade  (LittleBeld) 

Fourth  Separate  Brigade  (Scammon) 

District  of  Savannah  (Giover) 


50 

7 
<iO 


82 

5.i0 

2.3-40 

l.O.w 


142 

581 

3,375 

1,025 


47 
)(J0  I 


1,330  I 
3,  85fi  I 


1,052 
5,054 


Us 


147 
0011 
0,5(3 
2, 2113 
1,8.54 
3,  0!)3 
8,840 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


Total 

Total  according  to  depart nienl  return  . 


385  I    9,828 


12,  732     24, 188 


9,  500      12,  474  I  23.  881 


Orqanization  of  trooxm  iih  the  Department  of  the  Smith,  commanded  by 
Maj.  Geii.  Quincy  A.  Oillmore,  U.  S.  Army,  Fehritory  2ti,  1805. 

FIRST  SEPARATE  BRIGADE,  t 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch. 

54th  Massaclnisotts  (colored),  Maj.  George  Pope. 

55th  Massachusetts  (colored),  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  li.  I-'o.k. 

54tli  New  Y'ork,  Maj.  Stephen  Kovacs. 

56th  New  Y'ork,  Maj.  Eliphas  Smith. 

.52d   Pennsylvania,  Maj.  John  A.  Hennessy. 

21sfc  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Capt.  Henry  Sliarp. 

33d   U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Capt.  Nilos  G.  Parker. 

3d   New  Y'ork  Light  Artillery,  Battery  B,  Caipt.  Thomas  J.  Mescreau. 

3d   Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  First  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Ames. 

~  The  troops  constituting  the  Provisional  Division,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen. 
Edward  E.  Potter,  are  not  indicated  on  the  returns. 

t  Or  Northern  District.  Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Pcliinimelfennig  comiiiiinding 
Defenses  of  Charleston, 
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SECOND  SEPARATK  BRIGADE.- 

Lieut.  Col.  Willia.h  B.  GuER.\SEV,t 

26tU  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  Ira  Winaus. 
32(1    IT.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  George  W.  Baird. 

3d    Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  A,  Capt.  William  H.  Haiuner. 

2d    U.  S.  Colored  Light  Artillery,  Battery  G,  Capt.  Jeremiah  S.  Clark. 

THIRD  SEPARATE  BRIGADE  t 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Milton  .S.  Littlefiku). 

l44th  New  York,  Col.  James  Lewis. 
25th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Nathaniel  Haughton. 

FOURTH  SEPARATE  BRIGADE.  J 

Brig.  Gen.  Eliakim  P.  Scammon. 

17th  Connecticnt,  Maj.  Henry  Allen. 
75th  Ohio  (two  companies),  Capt.  William  J.  Ranuels. 
107th  Ohio,  Capt.  Philip  Setzler. 

3d   U,  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Benjamin  C.  Tilghman. 
34th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  William  W.  Marple. 
35th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  AmmicI  J.  Willard. 

4th  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Second  Battalion,  Capt.  George  R.  Hnrllmt. 

3d   Now  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  F,  Capt.  Samuel  C.  Day. 

DISTRICT  OF  SAVANNAH. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Cuvier  GuovEit. 

SECO.NI>   DIVISION,  XIXETKENTH   ARMY  OORI'S. 

Brig.  Gcii.  Hexuy  W.  Biiiui:. 

First  liriijade. 
Col.  Hexuy  D.  Wa-subikn. 

yth  Connecticut  (four  companies),  Capt.  William  A.  Leo. 

8th  Indiana,  Maj.  John  R.  Polk. 
18th  Indiana,  Capt.  Doil  R.  Bowden. 
12th  Maine  (four  comxianies),  Lieut.  Cul.  Edwin  Ilsley. 
14th  Maine  (four  companies),  Capt.  John  K.  Laing. 
14th  New  Hampshire,  Maj.  Flavel  L.  Tolman. 
75th  New  York  (live  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  P.  York. 

Second  Briyudr. 

Col.  Nicholas  W.  Day. 

13th  Connecticut  (five  companies),  Capt.  William  E.  Bradley. 

22d   Iowa,  Col.  Harvey  Graham. 

28th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Bartholomew  W.  Wilson. 
131st  New  York,  Capt.  Thomas  Tilestou. 
159th  New  York.  Lieut.  Col.  William  Walterinire. 


"  Or  District  of  Beaufort. 

f  Temporarily  commanding  in  altsence  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  E.  I'otter,  command- 
ing Provisional  Division  in  the  field. 
}  Or  District  of  Hilton  Head. 
^  Or  District  of  Florida. 
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Third   Brigade. 
Lieut.  Col.  Ja.mks  P.  RlcHAKD.'«)y. 

24th  Iowa,  Lievit.  Col.  Edward  Wright. 

381  h  Massachusetts,  Capt.  William  H.  .Jewell. 
128th  New  York,  Capt.  Henry  H.  Sincerbox. 
156th  New  York,  Capt.  Alfred  Cooley. 

175th  New  York  (five  companies),  Capt.  Charles  McCarthey. 
176th  New  York,  Maj.  Charles  Lewis. 

UNASSIGNED, 

1st  New  York  Engiueers,  First  Battalion,  Maj.  .fumes  E.  Place. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Meld,  Ferity's  Bridge,  LyncWs  Creek,  March  1, 1865. 

Geueral  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing: 
General  :  Slocum  has  tbe  Twentieth  here  across  Lynch's  Creek, 
and  a  good  bridge.  Davis  is  across  the  Catawba,  and  ought  to  be 
about  fifteen  miles  behind  us.  To-morrow  all  will  move  forward  fifteen 
miles,which  will  bring  us  near  Chesterfield,  next  day  at  Cheraw,  Davis 
in  tlic  meantime  closing  his  gap;  push  Blair  straight  on  Cheraw;  with 
the  Fifteenth  Corps  move  on  the  same  point,  careful  to  reach  the  rail- 
road below  Cheraw  and  break  it,  then  on  Cheraw.  We  will  cross  to  the 
north  of  Cheraw.  The  enemy  cannot  hold  Cheraw  against  ns,  because 
it  is  on  a  branch  road  and  we  can  insulate  it.  Johnston,  if  there,  will 
not  fight  with  a  bridge  behind  him.  We  may  have  to  crosii  the  Pedee 
with  a  serious  enemy  in  front,  but  we  must  not  allow  the  Confederates 
time  to  fortify  Cheraw.  I  know  Hampton  was  in  person  above  Lan- 
caster; also  Wlieeler.  I  had  an  original  communication  from  Wade 
Hampton  yesterday,  and  he-  is  still  watching  Kilpatrick,  who  is  at 
Lancaster  till  Davis  gets  past.  Push  with  all  energy  straight  on 
Cheraw,  cutting  its  road  below,  and  I  will  be  up  on  the  3d  instant. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 

[iDdoraeraeDtB.] 

Please  read  and  return. 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutan  t-  Genera  I. 


Push  what  available  mounted  men  you  have  to  the  head  of  Corse's 
column. 


HeADQI  ARTERS   FIFTEENTH   AKMY   CoRPS, 

Tiller^s  Bridge,  8.  C,  March  1,  isij:'). 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
Captain:  In  the  event  of  my  being  able  to  cross  General  W^oods' 
division  at  this  bridge,  is  it  the  desire  of  the  general  commanding  to 
have  him  move  to  New  Market  to  fill  up  liis  supply  train  ?     I  liave 
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directed  him  to  march  to  that  point  unless  he  shall  receive  other 
orders.  General  Corse  has  been  ordered  to  move  to  Black  Creek  on 
the  main  Camden  and  Cheraw  road. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

-JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-  Genera}. 


Headqitarteks  Fifteenth  Aemy  Coeps, 

On  LyncWn  Crech;  S.  C,  March  /,  JSflS. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Yan  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  began  crossing 
this  afternoon,  and  passed  the  whole  of  General  Corse's  train  and  one 
brigade  with  headquarters  of  the  First  Division.  The  place  where 
tlie  pontoon  was  laid  has  cut  badly,  and  we  are  now  building  a  bridge, 
but  will  have  it  completed  to-night,  and  everything  across  to-morrow. 
General  Corse  has  moved  out  and  is  now  on  Black  Creek,  where  lie  will 
await  orders.  I  shall  move  in  the  morning  with  this  division  to  New 
Market,  as  indicated  in  a  previous  note.  My  headquarters  have  crossed 
the  creek. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major- General. 

i".  S. — From  where  General  Corse  is  in  camp  to  New  Market  it  is 
but  six  miles,  with  good  roads  on  each  side  of  the  creek. 


Hdqks.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tiller^s  Bridge,  IS.  C,  Mareh  1,  1805. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  :  I  respectfully  report  that  one  of  my  brigades  is  now  over  the 
river,  and  that  the  balance  of  my  command  has  been  moved  down  to 
the  crossing  so  as  to  be  convenient  when  the  bridge,  which  I  am  now 
building,  may  be  finished.  It  will  not  be  completed  before  12  o'clock. 
T  shall  begin  crossing  as  soon  as  it  may  be  ready. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

LyncWs  Creek,  S.  C,  March  1,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Second  and  Third  Bri- 
gades of  this  command  (General  Oliver  commanding)  moved  forward  to 
Kellytown  at  3  p.  ni.,  six  miles  and  a  half.  The  First  Brigade  crossed 
the  creek  at  6  p.  m.,  the  crossing  having  been  much  interrupted  by  the 
breaking  of  the  bridge.  Lost  2  men  to-day  by  desertion;  captured  16 
prisoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"^  W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General, 
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Hdqks.  Department  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Kellytown,  March  1,  1865. 
Maj.  Geu.  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Tbe  general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that  lie  will 
make  a  reconnaissance  to-morrow  morning  to  New  Market  witli  the 
cavalry,  but  will  detain  General  Oliver's  brigade  at  this  point  till  yon 
are  over. 
Bv  order  of  Major  General  Howard : 

J.  A.  SLADEN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kdly\i  Bridge,  S.  C,  March  1,  18nr>. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  remains  in 
the  same  position  as  reported  on  the  2Gth  [ultimo),  waiting  for  the  Sec- 
ond Division  (it  being  in  the  advance)  to  build  a  bridge  and  cross 
Lynch's  Creek.  The  pioneer  corps  of  this  command  has  been  assisting 
that  of  the  Second  Division  in  building  the  bridge. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major-Gcneral. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Black  Creel;  *S'.  C,  March  1,  18(;r,. 

IMaj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Genera},  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

MA.T0R:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  my  division  broke  camp 
at  1..30  p.  m.  (most  of  my  train  having  succeeded  in  crossing  Lynch's 
Creek  at  this  hour),  and  moving  on  the  direct  Camden  and  Cheiaw 
road,  made  Black  Creek  at  8.30  p.  m.,  where  I  placed  my  command  in 
a  defensible  position  with  reference  to  my  rear  and  Hanks,  the  front 
being  protected  by  the  creek  and  swamp,  and  ordered  the  troops  Into 
night  bivouac.  No  enemy  has  been  develo])ed  in  my  front  thus  for. 
I  am,  very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Breret  MajorGeneral. 


Special       ^        Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 
Field  Orders,  •  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  30.  )  In  the  Field,  LyncWs  Creek,  »S'.  C,  March  J,  18f>5. 
I.  As  soon  as  the  trains  of  this  division  are  across  the  swamp  the 
troops  will  march.  Brigade  commanders  will  therefore  hold  their  men 
in  camp  and  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  The  route 
to  be  pursued  will  be  the  maiu  Camden  and  Cheraw  road  to  the  cross- 
ing of  Black  Creek,  twelve  miles  distant.  The  order  of  march  shall  be 
as  follows:  First,  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  with  two  regiments  in 
advance,  followed  by  the  battery,  one  regiment  to  move  by  the  side  of 
battery  and  trains.    Second,  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  moving  by  the 
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side  of  trains.  Third,  trains  in  rear  of  battery,  in  following  order: 
First,  ten  wagons  oi-dnance;  second,  ambulances;  third,  train  of 
advance  brigade;  fourth,  pioneer  train;  fifth,  refugee  train;  sixth, 
ordnance  train;  seventh,  supply  train;  eighth,  trains  of  the  two  rear 
brigades,  in  the  order  of  their  respective  commands.  Foiirth,  First  Bri- 
gade Infantry,  two  regiments  moving  in  rear  of  trains  and  two  by  the 
side  of  same.  The  entire  column,  trains  especially,  will  keep  well  closed 
up  under  all  circnmstances,  and  when  from  unavoidable  accident  or 
obstacle  the  troops  or  trains  are  retarded,  and  intervals  thereby  created, 
the  commanding  ofticer  or  oiHcer  in  charge  of  same  will  report  the  fact 
to  the  head  of  the  column  at  once,  in  order  that  the  evil  may  be  reme- 
died. Wagons  of  these  headquarters  will  be  ijermitted  to  enter  the 
column  at  any  point  in  rear  of  battery,  but  not  to  separate  any  sub- 
division of  the  train.  This  order  will  be  final  so  far  as  the  movements 
of  the  trains  are  concerned,  and  followed  until  further  orders. 
3y  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M,  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EYEKTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Hdqrr.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Black  Creel,  March  1, 1805. 

("Ol.  F.  J.   HURLBUT, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade : 
Colonel  :  You  will  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  over 
Black  Creek  by  7.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  2d  instant.  When  you  shall 
have  crossed  you  will  commence  on  the  opposite  bank  and  corduroy 
every  place  where  there  is  a  doubt  exists  as  regards  the  trains  being 
able  to  pass  without  stalling. 
Bv  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVEKTS, 
Assistant  Adjtttant-General. 


HnQKS.  3[rLiTAuv  Division  of  the  JMississippi, 

/»  the  Field,  March  J,  180::. 
Major-General  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  Twentieth  Corps  will  be  to-morrow  night  at  or  near 
Chesterfield.  I  want  the  Right  Wing  to  move  straight  on  Cheraw 
vigorously  and  secure  if  possible  the  bridge  across  Pedee.  You  need 
not  suppose  the  enemy  to  be  there  in  heavy  force.  Big  generals  may 
be  there  but  not  a  large  force.  At  all  events  get  across  Thompson's 
on  to-morrow  and  in  Cheraw  if  possible.  I  will  have  men  across 
the  same  stream  about  Chesterfield.    Communicate  with  me  there 

to-morrow  night. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Thirteen  Miles  from  Cheraw,  8.  C,  March  1,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  oj  the  xennessee: 
Captain  :  All  prisoners  confirm  the  statement  that  the  garrisons  of 
Charleston  and  Wilmington  are  at  Cheraw,  with  Joe  Johnston  m  com- 
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mand,  and  that  they  were  en  route  for  Charlotte.  Deserters  aud  pris 
oners  think  they  will  make  a  stand  here.  They  have  a  great  deal  ot 
field  artillery.  Day  before  yesterday  there  was  reported  to  be  eighteen 
batteries,  yesterday  twenty-three.  My  command  is  intrenched  in  a 
strong  natural  position,  and  I  am  sale  against  anything  the  enemy  can 
bring.  Some  of  our  foragers  report  seeing  the  foragers  of  the  Tweu- 
t  ieth  Corps  on  this  side  of  Lynch's  Creek,  and  they  report  the  corps 
crossing  at  a  bridge  some  distance  above  Blakeny's. 
Very  respectfully, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — I  have  not  considered  myself  authorized  to  advance  farther 
after  receiviTig  your  communication  yesterday  afternoon. 

F.  P.  B., 
Major- General. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Kellytown,  March  1,  1865 — 6  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  The  general  does  not  wish  you  to  move  forward  until  the 
Fifteenth  Corps  is  witliin  supporting  distance.  Two  brigades  ot 
General  Hazen's  division  reached  this  point  this  p.  m.,  but  the  bridge 
broke  down  with  the  first  wagon  and  will  delay  the  column  so  that  it 
will  probably  not  get  closed  up  to-night. 

General  Corse  is  probably  at  the  crossing  of  the  Big  Black  Creek 
to-night.  The  crossing  at  Tiller's  was  so  bad  that  we  came  down  here, 
but  gained  nothing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  ViUS^  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  55.  )  In  the  Field,  S.  €.,  March  1,  18(>5. 

The  scarcity  of  forage  renders  it  necessary  that  all  worthless  animals 
in  this  command  should  be  at  once  disposed  of. 

Division  commanders  will  cause  an  inspection  to  be  made  of  their 
camps  and  all  foraging  animals  found  that  are  in  excess  of  the  number 
allowed  by  them  to  each  regiment  or  detachment  will  be  taken  to  a 
distance  from  the  camp  and  killed.  If,  however,  any  serviceable  ani- 
mals are  found  in  this  excess  they  will  be  delivered  to  the  division 
quartermaster. 

Division  commanders  are  specially  directed  to  reduce  the  number  of 
forage  animals  in  their  commands  to  as  small  a  number  as  possible. 

II.  The  attention  of  division  commanders  is  called  to  existing  ordei-s 
in  relation  to  forage  parties  passing  ahead  of  the  column.  The  great 
number  of  mounted  men  that  are  exploring  the  country  in  advance  of 
not  only  the  infantry  but  the  cavalry  renders  any  eflbrt  of  the  latter  to 
obtain  information  concerning  the  enemy's  movements  perfectly  futile. 

Foragers  are  captured  every  day,  and  every  one  captured  is  a  source 
of  information  to  tlie  enemy.  The  most  stringent  measures  must  be 
taken  to  prevent  foraging  in  front  of  the  columns.  The  operations  of 
foraging  parties  can  be  extended  to  the  flank  as  far  as  the  commanding 
oflBcer  may  see  proper  to  go. 
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Lieut.  Col.  S.  T.  Hughes,  commanding  JJinth  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry,  will  cause  all  foragers  be  may  flud  in  ad\-ance  of  the  column 
to  be  dismounted  and  sent  back  in  arrest. 

Division  commanders  will  cause  their  pickets  to  be  instructed  to 
permit  no  foragers  to  pass  to  the  front  froui  the  camp. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair : 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  op  Georgia, 

Near  Bridge,  LyncWs  Greek,  S.  C,  March  1,  1865. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Army : 
General:  I  have  just  heard  from  General  Davis;  at  11  o'clock  this 
morning  bis  advance  had  reached  Hanging  Rock  and  the  corps  was 
coming  along  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

[March  1,  1865]— 8.15 p.  m. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de-Gamp: 
One  of  my  staff  officers  has  just  come  from  the  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps.  Morgan's  division,  with  his  train,  is  in  camp  on  Little  Lynch's 
Creek,  where  General  Ward  encamped  last  night.  The  other  two 
divisions  are  near  that  point.  I  think  we  can  push  the  Twentieth 
Corjjs  fifteen  miles  to-morrow.  Davis  will  very  soon  be  up  with  us. 
He  will  take  a  road  to  the  left  after  reaching  this  point.  If  he  is  short 
of  forage  he  will  go  to  McManus'  Bridge  from  Horton's  Tavern. 
Very  respectfuUv, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Horton's  Tavern,  March  1,  1865 — 6  a.  m. 
Major-General  Davis  : 

General:  The  Twentieth  Army  Corps  encamped  at  this  point  last 
night.  A  force  was  sent  forward  to  Ferily's  Ford.  A  good  bridge 
was  found  at  that  point  which  we  now  hold.  This  corps  will  cross 
Lynch's  Creek  to-day  and  move  over  to  Thompson's  or  Johnson's  on 
liocky  Creek,  McManus'  Bridge  is  in  good  order,  and  when  you  reach 
tliis  point  you  move  to  that  bridge  via  Hickory  Head.  Tliis  will  bring 
you  on  the  road  it  was  intended  you  should  take.  I  hope  you  will  press 
forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  as  General  Sherman  is  extremely 
anxious  on  the  subject  and  has  good  reasons  for  his  anxiety.  Press 
your  command  as  hard  as  you  dare  to.  Howard  is  at  Cheraw. 
Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 

I  wish  you  to  report  to  me  at  least  once  a  day,  and  if  possible 
oftener. 
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Miller's  or  Perily's  Bridge, 

March  1,  1865—13  m. 
General  J.  C.  Davis, 

Command'infj  Fourteenth  Corps: 
General:  The  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  is  now  in 
camp  at  Johnson's,  on  the  main  road  to  Cliesterfleld.  The  road  from 
Norton's  Tavern  to  that  point  is  excellent  and  the  bridge  at  this  point 
new  and  in  good  order.  If  you  have  sufficient  forage  on  hand  I  think 
it  would  be  well  to  send  your  trains  direct  to  this  point,  after  which 
they  can  move  to  the  left  of  the  road  taken  by  the  Twentieth  Army 
Corps.  I  wish  to  hear  from  you  to-night  so  that  I  may  regulate  the 
movements  of  the  Twentietli  Army  Corps  somewhat  by  yours.  I  have 
heard  nothing  from  you  since  I  left  you  yesterday  morning. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Bussell  Place,  Five  Miles  of  Hanf/ing  Rod;  March  1,  1S05. 
[Major-General  Slocum.  Commancliiu/ :] 

General  :  We  are  at  last  on  the  road  and  fairly  off'  again.  The 
roads  improve  by  and  above  the  river,  but  are  bad  still.  We  are  push- 
ing, and  will  continue  to  do  so.  The  pontoon  bridge  could  not  be  got- 
ten out  until  last  night.  The  enemy  attacked  and  skirmished  quite' 
shaiply  the  rear  guard  while  taking  up  the  bridge.  I  shall  report 
to-night  again.  My  advance  is  six  milss  beyond  this. 
Yours,  very  resjiectfullv, 

-lEF.  C.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Major-General.  Command in<i. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Hanging  Roclc,  *S'.  C,  March  1,  J8GS — 7  p.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum,  Commanding : 

General  :  Morgan  is  at  Horton's ;  Baird  and  Carlin  here.  The  road 
over  the  hill  at  this  place  is  very  bad.  If  the  bridge  at  McManus'  is 
standing  I  think  Morgan  can  reach  Blakeuy's  to-morrow  night.  The 
other  divisions  will  not  be  far  behind.  My  orders  are  to  march  at  day- 
light and  go  into  camp  at  dark.  I  sent  a  communication  to  you  this 
morning  by  return  messenger.  Ludlow  left  me  about  1  p.  m.,  and  must 
have  reported  to  you  by  this  time.  Make  your  calculations  upon  every- 
tliing  being  done  that  men  and  animals  can  accomplish  in  catching  up 
with  you.  I  will  dispatch  you  in  the  morning  again. 
Yours,  very  respectfnllv, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Gommandinq. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Glyhurnh  Store,  S.  C,  March  1, 1865 — 9  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  In  compliance  with  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  18,  corps 
headquarters,  I  linvc  tlie  honor  to  report  my  division  in  camp  at  this 
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point,  niakiug  a  luarcli  of  full  tweuty  miles;  my  train  will  be  somewhat 
late  getting  into  park,  owing  to  a  breakdown  of  one  of  the  wagons 
of  the  reserve  artillery,  lloads  heavy.  The  rear  of  the  Twentieth 
Corps  left  this  place  at  12  ro.  to-day,  and  are  rejiorted  in  camp  to-night 
eleven  miles  in  my  front.  General  Sherman's  headquarters  were  here 
yesterday.  He  loft  this  morning.  General  Kilpatrick's  headquarters 
were  at  the  Gold  Mines  last  night.  I  will  push  on  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, taking  "the  road  as  directed  in  your  dispatch  of  this  p.  m.  No  for- 
age for  animals,  and  the  same  may  be  said  for  the  men. 
Very  respectfullv,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MOEGAN, 

Brk/adicr-  General. 


Orrees.J  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Kear  LyncVs  Creel;  S.  C,  March  ],  ISOj. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Chesterfield  in  the  same 
order  as  in  the  march  of  to-day.  The  First  and  Third  Divisions  will 
each  start  at  C.30  a.  m.  General  Geary  will  start  in  season  to  close  up 
to  the  rear  of  the  Third  Division  train.  General  Jackson  will  march 
two  brigades  in  advance,  leaving  one  with  his  trains.  General  Geary 
will  detail  one  brigade  as  rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will 
marcli  with  the  rear  guard.  The  balance  of  the  artillery  will  leave 
their  present  camp  in  time  to  take  their  positions  in  the  column,  which 
will  be  the  same  as  to-day.  The  ai'tillery  ammunition  train  will  march 
in  rear  of  the  First  Division  train. 

Bv  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEIt, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special        )     Headqttarters  ("atalry  Command, 
Field  Orders.  [  Jn  the  Field,  <S'.  C, 

Ko.  29.         '  )  Marcli  1,  ISOr,. 

I.  The  command  will  move  to  Blakeny's  Cross-Iioads,  six  mile.s  from 
and  east  of  liobinson's  Ford,  to-morrow. 

II.  Colonel  Spencer,  with  Third  Brigade  and  dismounted  men,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Way  commanding,  will  move  direct  from  his  camp  to 
the  jioint  indicated  at  7  o'clock,  obstructing  ford.  After  crossing 
Lynch's  Creek  he  will  encamp  north  of  and  east  of  Blakeny's. 

III.  Colonel  Jordan,  with  First  Brigade,  will  move  at  G  a.  m.  via 
Robinson's  Ford  to  Blakeny's. 

IV.  General  Atkins,  with  Second  Brigade,  will  move  at  6  a.  m.,  follow- 
ing Colonel  Jordan,  and  obstructing  Robinson's  Ford  after  crossing. 

V.  Brigade  commanders  will  see  that  the  command  moves  steadily 
forward  without  halting,  in  order  that  they  may  have  no  delay. 

Bv  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Kilpatrick: 

L.  G.  ESTES, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Wilmington,  March  l,  18C5. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T,  Sherman  : 

I  captured  this  place  on  the  22d.  Hoke,  with  about  6,000  men,  went 
north;  Hardee  was  on  the  way  from  Charleston,  but  turned  toward 
Fayetteville  on  learning  of  the  fall  of  Wilmington.    I  have  been  unable 
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to  move  yet,  for  want  of  transportation,  but  liope  to  start  lor  GoWs- 
borougli  by  the  5th  or  6th  of  this  mouth.  The  force  at  New  Berue  has 
not  been  as  prompt  as  expected,  but  I  have  sent  Cox  there  with  another 
division  and  ordered  him  to  push  out  at  once.  I  think  we  can  get 
Goldsborough  by  the  loth  of  March,  and  liave  the  railroad  completed  at 
least  as  far  as  i^nston.  It  will  take  some  time  longer  to  open  the  road 
from  this  place.  We  have  not  even  rolling-stock  to  commence  work 
with.  If  you  come  to  Fayetteville  I  can  send  you  a  moderate  supply 
of  commissary  stores  in  boats.     I  hope  to  hear  from  you  directly  in  a 

few  days. 

.1.  M.  SOHOFIELD, 

MajorOcneral. 

New  liERNE,  N.  C,  March  1,  ]Sii5. 

(Received  9.30  p.  ni.  5tli.) 

William  H.  Whiton, 

U.  S.  Military  BaUroadx : 
Order  every  car  belonging  to  U.  S.  military  railroads  now  on  foreign 
roads  returned  to  Alexandria  immediately.  Direct  that  the  Potomac 
railroad  be  operated  separately  from  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  reshipping 
freight  at  Harper's  Ferry.  Send  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  nar- 
row-gauge stock  as  follows:  Two  engines,  15  flat  and  15  boxcars  to 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  of  the  same  gauge  2  engines,  25  flat  and  25  box 
cars  to  Morehead  City,  N.  C,  or,  if  possible  to  secure  vessels  of  proper 
draft,  to  New  Berne,  to  which  place  there  is  eight  and  a  half  feet  of 
water  over  the  bar.  Do  not  fail  to  have  these  shipments  made  at  once ; 
the  case  is  desperate.  Make  requisitions  upon  Quartermaster-General 
for  fifty  box-cars  (narrow-gauge),  and  have  Colonel  Eobinson  see  that 
they  are  manufactured  as  early  as  possible.  On  receipt  of  this  tele- 
graph me  at  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel. 

D.  C.  McCALLUM, 
Brigadier- General  and  Superintendent  U.  8.  Military  RailroadH. 


Special  Orders,  J  Hdqks,  Dei't.  of  North  Carolina, 

I  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  18.  )  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  March  1,  186.5. 

TV.  Brigadier-General  Hawley  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  District  of  Wilmington,  which  will  embrace  all  the  territory  under 
military  control  in  rear  of  the  army  operating  from  Cape  Fear  River  as 
a  base.  General  Hawley  will  be  responsible  for  the  protection  of  the 
depot  at  Wilmington,  Cape  Fear  Harbor,  and  the  line  of  railroad  in 
rear  of  the  army.  He  will  also  perform  the  duties  of  provost-marshal- 
genernl  for  the  district  under  his  command. 

V.  The  brigade  of  the  Twenty -fourth  Army  Corps  now  commanded  by 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Abbott  is  assigned  to  Brigadier-General  Hawley's 
command,  and  will  at  once  relieve  all  other  troops  now  doing  garrison 
and  fatigue  duty  at  Wilmington.  The  troops  at  Smithville,  Fort  Fisher, 
and  Fort  Caswell  will  be  relieved  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  troops 
relieved  will  join  their  proper  commands  without  delay. 

By  command  of  Mnjor-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and   A  nslstnnf.  A  diuian.t-  Gfinprnl 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Provisional  Corps, 

[■         Department  of  North  Carolina, 
No.  4«.  )  3Iarch  1, 1865. 

******* 
V.  It  being  found  impracticable,  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  roads, 
to  subsist  all  the  troops  of  this  command  at  their  present  position, 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames  will  move  the  two  brigades  of  his  division  now 
with  him  to  a  position  just  north  of  Smith's  Creek. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEEEY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div., 

>  Twenty-fourth  Army'  Corps, 

No.  3.  )  Northeast  Ferry,  March  1,  1865. 

I.  This  brigade  will  be  ready  to  move  at  daylight  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, March  2,  in  heavy  marching  order.  All  baggage  of  the  brigade 
will  be  taken  if  wagons  can  be  procured  in  the  morning.  If  not,  a  suffi- 
cient guard  will  be  left  until  transportation  can  be  procured. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  C.  Abbott: 

E.  LEWIS  MOORE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  1.  5  Neip  Berne,  N.  C,  March  1, 1865. 

1.  The  undersigned  having  been  assigned  to  command  of  the  District 
of  Beaufort,  including  all  the  posts  and  U.  S.  forces  in  the  Department 
of  North  Carolina  north  of  and  including  Fort  Macon,  by  Special 
Orders,  No.  14,  from  headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
hereby  assumes  command. 

2.  The  following  officers  of  the  staff  are  announced:  Maj.  Theodore 
Cox,  assistant  adjutant- general;  Maj.  Tris.  T.  Dow,  One  hundred  and 
twelfth  Illinois  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  inspector- general;  Capt. 
Hobart  Ford,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp; 
Capt.  Edward  E.  Tracy,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio  Volunteers,  aide- 
de-camp. 

3.  Headquarters  of  the  district  will  be  in  the  field. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major- General,   U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  2.  )  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  1,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  within  this  district,  exclnsiveof  post  garrisons  and  the 
First  Division  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  will  be  temporarily  organized 
into  two  divisions  as  follows:  First  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer 
commanding,  will  consist  of  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantry;  Eighty-fifth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry ;  Ninth 
New  Jersey  Volunteer  Infantry;  Twenty  third  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
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Infantry;  Second  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery;  Batteries  C  and  D, 
of  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery;  also  First  and  Third  Brigades  ot 
the  Provisional  Division,   lately  commanded    by  Brigadier  General 
Meagher.    Second  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  8.  P.  Carter  commanding,  will 
consist  of  Fifteenth  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry ;  Twenty-fifth  Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteer  Infantry ;  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
-    -  ~  ■    Mas      '         ■     ---------   ^-'-^""-   «.,+ 

lew  Y 

._„„„ ^ .._  Eigh 

from  the  Provisional  Division  lately  commanded  by  Brigadier-General 
Meagher. 

II.  The  commandants  of.  divisions  will  at  once  organize  their  com- 
mands into  three  brigades  each  for  field  service,  and  report  the  organ- 
ization by  division  general  orders. 

III.  The  garrisons  of  all  the  jiermanent  posts  of  the  district  will  be 
regarded  as  part  of  the  division  of  Brigadier- General  Palmer,  and  will 
forward  reports  as  heretofore  to  the  office  of  the  adjutant- general  ot 
that  division  at  New  Berne. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Cox : 

THEO.  COX, 
Major  and  Aiosisiant  Adjutant-General. 


(iKNERAL    OliDKKS,  /  ITlKiKS.    DiSTKK"!'    OF    BEAUFOUT, 

Xo.  3.  )  yew  Bcrnc,  X.  C,  March  J,  lS(i5. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  district  organized  fov  field  service  will  move 
to-iuorrow  for  Cove  Creek  crossing.  General  Jiuger's  and  (ieneral 
Palmer's  divisions  will  take  position  near  the  railroad  crossing  of  Core 
Cieek,  and  (4eneral  Carter's  division  at  the  Dover  road  crossing  of  the 
same  stream.  The  cavalry  of  the  couiinand  will  cover  the  front  and 
left,  reconnoiteiing  carefully  in  the  direction  of  Kinston  and  Sandy 
Foundation.  ltailroa<l  transportation  will  be  provided  by  the  quarter- 
master's department  to  as  great  extent  as  possible,  but  such  portions 
of  the  command  as  cannot  be  moved  by  rail  to-morrow  will  inarch. 

II.  The  baggage  of  the  ct)niinan(l  will  be  T-ednced  to  the  lightest 
standard  for  active  field  service  and  will  be  based  upon  the  following 
allowiuice  of  wagons,  viz :  To  each  400  enlisted  men  one  wagon,  to  each 
brigade  headquarters  one  wagon,  and  to  each  division  headquarters 
two  wagons.  At  present  these  wagons  (lannot  be  permanently  assigned, 
but  upon  going  into  camp  all  wagons  must  be  used  for  transportation 
of  supplies  from  the  railroad  terminus. 

III.  Division  commanders  will  cause  their  troops  to  be  supplied  with 
rations  in  haversacks  up  to  the  5th  instant,  inclusive,  and  with  thirty 
rounds  extra  ammunition  in  knapsacks,  besides  having  cartridge-boxes 
full.  They  will  also  cause  shelter-tents  to  be  drawn  by  all  enlisted  men 
not  already  supplied. 

IV.  During  active  operations  at  the  front  post  and  garrison  com- 
manders are  especially  charged  to  use  the  utmost  vigilance  and  to  be 
in  the  most  constant  state  of  preparation  for  any  emergency.  They 
will  be  held  strictly  responsible  for  any  surprise,  and  are  warned  that 
an  enterprising  enemy  will  naturally  seek  to  make  incursions  upon  the 
smaller  posts  in  rear  wlien  along  period  of  safety  has  tempted  the 
garrisons  to  omit  proper  precautions  and  watchfulness. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 
Major  and  AHsistaiit  Adjutant- General. 


Chap.LIX.)  correspondence,  ETC. — UNION.  639 

Headquarters, 
New  Berne,  March  1,  1865. 
Ool.  P.  J.  Claassen, 

132d  New  York  Volunteers,  Batehelder^s  Greek,  N.  C. : 
Colonel:  The  commauding  general  telegraphed  to  you  this  y.  m.  to 
come  down  here  in  the  morning,  but  now  he  wishes  you  to  at  once  move 
your  command  to  the  front  and  occupy  the  crossing  of  the  railroad  at 
Core  Creek,  leaving  behind  in  your  present  camp  only  sufficient  guard 
to  take  care  of  it.  Of  course  this  will  not  be  interpreted  to  interfere 
with  your  present  line  of  outposts,  Ked  House,  Beech  Grove,  &c.,  only 
so  much  as  may  be  necessary  to  perfect  your  communications  from  your 
own  new  position  and  headquarters.  You  may  expect  to  take  the  field 
in  a  few  days  with  your  command  and  some  other  troops,  giving  you  a 
brigade ;  so  be  prepared.  Send  me  at  once  a  list  of  the  number  of  arms 
(muskets)  you  want  to  complete  the  armament  of  the  Western  men 
lately  attached  to  you,  when  the  ordnance  oflicer  will  be  directed  to 
issue  you  good  ones.  The  old  ones  can  then  be  turned  in  as  surplus. 
Get  everything  well  in  hand,  looking  to  equipage  and  ammunition 
particularly.  These  are  the  general's  directions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Diktrict  of  Beauforj', 

New  lieriie,  March  1,  JS65 — 11.45 p.  m. 
Col.  P.  J.  Claassen, 

Gommandiny  OutpoHts,  Batchelder's  Greek: 
Colonel  :  Your  dispatch  received.  The  general  does  not  wish  to 
designate  any  particular  hour  for  your  move  to  Core  Creek  crossing. 
He  simply  wishes  it  done  to- morrow  as  promptly  as  is  consistent  with 
the  general  interests  of  the  service.  As  yon  are  on  the  ground,  it 
would  seem  that  you  were  the  best  judge  of  the  time  to  move  so  as  to 
arrive  at  the  crossing  in  time  to  get  into  camp  and  post  your  pickets, 
&c.  You  are  expected  to  take  the  greater  part  of  your  command  with 
you.  You  will,  of  course,  leave  behind  a  suflicient  number  of  men  for 
the  proper  reliefs,  although  this  move  will  of  course  make  a  ditt'erent 
arrangement  of  the  picket-line,  and  require  probably  less  men  to  your 
right  and  left,  in  rear.  This,  however,  is  left  to  your  best  judgment. 
Kespectfully, 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Assistant  Adjutatit-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  ok  the  South, 

Hilton  Mead,  S.  G.,  March  i,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  I).  G.  : 
General:  I  had  the  honor  of  recommending  in  my  letter  of  thelTtli 
of  February  that  the  regiments  and  batteries  now  serving  in  this  depart- 
ment, numbering  between  20,000  and  21,000  men  within  the  command, 
should  be  constituted  into  an  army  corps.  In  consequence  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  my  force  to  take  place  immediately,  in  compliance  with  Lieuteu- 
ant-Geueral  Grant's  instructions,  communicated  in  your  letter  of  Feb- 
ruary 19,  I  would  suggest  that  no  action  be  taken  at  the  present  time 
upon  my  application.    Wlien  I  shall  have  replaced  the  troops  sent 
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nortL,  by  recruiting  colored  regiments  or  otberwise,  I  wiJl  then  take 
the  liberty  of  resuming  my  request  for  the  organization  of  the  troops 
serving  in  this  department  into  an  army  corps,  in  order  that  my  com- 
mand may  have  the  benefits  of  the  same  and  that  a  corps  staff  may  be 
organized  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

•^       ^  Q,  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  1, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Webster, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Military  Div.  of  the  Mississippi,  Savannah,  Oa.: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  28th  of  February  in  reply  to  my  dispatch  of  the  27th  of 
February.  In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  I  now  hold  Georgetown,  and 
have  ordered  a  garrison  of  from  600  to  800  men,  also  a  dispatch  boat, 
to  be  sent  at  once.  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from 
the  navy: 

Papers  of  the  25th ;  Wilmington  is  ours ;  captured  morning  of  22d ;  700  prisoners 
and  30  guns  captured.  Rebels  detroyed  1,000  bales  of  cottou  and  15,000  barrels  of 
rosiu  before  leaving  the  city. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  1,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Saxton, 

Superintendent  of  Recruiting,  Department  of  the  South : 
General:  Great  caution  should  be  exercised  in  giving  counte- 
nance to  State  recruiting  agents.  They  should  not  be  allowed  to  get 
credit  for  any  recruits  except  such  as  are  enlisted  by  their  efforts  and 
the  additional  bounty  which  they  offer.  Every  man  whom  they  get 
credited  to  their  respective  State  quotas  that  would  have  enlisted  with- 
out the  interference  of  these  agents,  under  the  inducements  which  we 
ourselves  can  offer,  reduces  by  just  that  much  the  force  which  will  be 
brought  into  the  field  under  the  last  call  of  the  President.  Such 
instructions  should  therefore  be  given  to  recruiting  officers,  and  to  the 
mustering  and  disbursing  officer,  as  will  effectually  secure  the  Govern- 
ment against  imposition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
(Same  to  General  Littlefleld.) 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  1,  1865. 
Maj.  G.  W.  Thomas,  ' 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Department  of  the  South  : 
Major:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  nie  to  notify  you  that 
Colonel  Hallowell's  brigade,  1,800  strong,  hasbeenorderedfrom Charles- 
ton to  Savannah;  also  that  two  brigades  of  General  Grovcr's  command 
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have  been  ordered  to  Gape  Pear  liiver.  The  last  naiued  detachment 
will  be  nearly  3,000  strong.  The  Delaware  will  not  go  to  Charleston 
to-night.    The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  D.  HODGES, 

Ga2)t.,  Thirty-fifth   U.  S.  Colored   Troops,  AeUj.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


HdQRS.   NORTHKIJN   DISTRICT,   DePT.   OF   THE   SOXJTH, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  March  1,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  with  this  a  copy  of  a  tele- 
gram* received  last  night  from  General  Potter.  1  have  directed  him 
to  fall  back  from  the  Santee  and  scour  the  country  on  both  sides  of 
the  Cooper  Kiver,  destroying  the  rice  mills  and  such  stocks  of  rice  as 
can  not  be  got  to  market.  He  will  cause  the  cotton  to  be  transported 
to  the  banks  of  the  Cooper  and  Wando  Itivers,  where  it  can  be  readied 
by  water  transportation,  and  will  collect  all  the  horses  and  mules  he 
can  find  for  the  use  of  the  army.  I  shall  send  a  force  to  Summervillo 
tomorrow.  The  negroes  are  pillaging  the  country  lately  vacated  by 
the  rebel  troops.  I  will  endeavor  to  get  them  into  our  lines,  as  1  see 
no  other  way  of  preventing  it.  The  men  will  do  for  the  army;  the 
women  General  Saxton  must  try  and  employ. 

I  am,  very  resi^ectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  J,  18(>5. 
Brigadier-General  Hatch, 

Comdg.  Northern  Dist.,  Dept.  of  the  South,  Charlc.itou,  S.  C: 

General:  I  hear  from  all  sides  very  discouraging  accounts  of  the 
state  of  affairs  in  Charleston ;  tliat  no  restraint  is  putnpon  the  soldiers; 
that  they  pilfer  and  rob  houses  at  pleasure;  that  large  quantities  of 
valuable  furniture,  pictures,  statuary,  mirrors,  &c.,  have  mysteriously 
disappeared — no  one  knows  whither  or  by  what  agency;  and  that  mat- 
ters generally  are  at  sixes  and  sevens. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  mention  these  things  to  you,  as  they  are  fully 
reported  by  persons  coming  here  from  Charleston.  K  the  reports  be 
true,  even  partially,  the  most  vigorous  measures  should  be  adopted 
by  way  of  remedy.  Any  officer  or  soldier  detected  in  any  act  of  pillage 
or  appropriation  of  property  for  private  use  or  gain  should  be  made  an 
example  of. 

Mr.  Pillsbury,  Treasury  agent,  bears  a  letter  to  you  in  reference  to 
captured  or  abandoned  property,  which  I  desire  to  have  carried  out  in 
both  letter  and  spirit.  He  should  at  once  be  put  m  possession  of  all 
captured  or  abandoned  property  (movable)  not  absolutely  required  for 
military  purposes. 

I  desire  to  be  furnished  at  your  earliest  convenience  with  a  list  of  the 
families  in  Charleston  having  husbands,  fathers,  or  brothers  in  the 
rebel  army. 

'See  Potter  to  Schimmclfeiiuig,  Febru.Try  28,  H  a,  in.,  p.  G17. 
41  R  R — VOL  XLVII,  PT  II 
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I  wish  measures  to  be  taken   to  open  the  inland  passage  between 
Charleston  and  this  place,  in  rear  of  James'  and  John's  Islands. 

Please  order  Captain  Gihnore,  chief  telegraph  operator  of  the  depart- 
ment, to  return  to  those  headquarters  by  the  first  o])portunity. 

I  wish  measures  taken  at  once  to  protect  the  Government  against 
State  recruiting  agents.  I  have  addressed  a  letter  to  General  baxton, 
a  copy  of  which  has  also  been  sent  to  the  senior  officer  on  recruiting 
service  in  Charleston,  which,  T  hope,  will  so  far  place  those  officers  on 
the  alert  that  no  impositions  can  be  practiced  by  said  agents  should 
they  be  so  disposed.  Should  you  find  them  troublesome  you  will  at 
once  send  them  here,  regardless  of  any  permit  they  may  have. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  ^   ^    gILLMORE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Okdees,  )  Hdqrs.  Nouthekn  District, 

V  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  37.  )'  Charleston,  S.  C,  March  1,  18G5. 

IX.  Capt.  Adolphusvon  Luttwitz  will  cause  to  be  prepared  a  report, 
accompanied  with  a  chart,  of  the  condition  of  the  defenses  of  the  har- 
bor of  Charleston  at  the  date  of  its  evacuation  by  the  enemy.  He  will 
include  in  the  report  the  state  of  the  harbor  itself,  width  of  channel, 
nature  and  position  of  obstructions,  and  any  reliable  information  he 
may  obtain  of  the  manner  of  defenses  determined  upon  by  the  enemy 
in  the  event  of  an  attack  by  our  land  or  naval  forces,  either  singly  or 
combined. 

#  ****** 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  PERRY, 

Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  Post  op  Charleston, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  1,  1865. 
Lieut.  L.  B.  Perry, 

Fifty-fifth  Regt.  Massachusetts  Vols.,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  : 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  attention  of  the  brigadier- 
general  commanding  to  the  following  statement:  Quantities  of  cotton 
are  secreted  in  various  parts  of  the  city.  A  city  ordinance  forbids 
cotton  being  stored  within  the  city  limits,  except  in  brick  houses  west 
of  East  Bay  street.  The  reason  for  this  law  was  that  the  prevailing 
spring  winds  in  this  locality  are  from  the  west,  which  would  render 
the  storage  of  cotton  on  the  west  of  East  Bay  street  dangerous  in  case 
of  fire.  The  store-houses  upon  the  wharves  in  the  Cooper  River  will 
contain  150,000  bales.  To  guard  against  flre,  to  get  the  cotton  into 
one  neighborhood,  and  to  facilitate  its  ready  shipment  after  it  shall 
have  been  turned  over  by  the  quartermaster's  department  to  the 
Treasury  agent,  it  is  desirable  that  all  cotton,  shall,  as  rapidly  as  it  can 
be  discovered  and  transportation  procured,  be  placed  in  the  store- 
houses adjacent  to  the  wharves  on  Coo]ier  River.  Siucje  the  amount 
may  be  large  and  some  cotton  may  be  discovered  outside  the  limits  of 

"  See  p.  640. 
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my  post,  I  •would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  district  quartermaster 
or  some  other  discreet  officer  be  charged  with  its  collection,  custody, 
aud  transfer  to  the  proper  agent  of  the  Treasury. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEWART  L.  WOODFORD, 
Lieut.  Col.  127th  New  York  Vols,  and  Pout  Commander. 


liEADQT'AllTEEy   DEPARTMENT   OF   THE    SoUTH, 

Hilton  Head,  1^.  C,  March  i,  ISiiS. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grovee, 

Commanding  District  of  iSavannah,  Department  of  the  South : 
General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
state  that  he  has  directed  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch,  commanding 
Northern  District,  Department  of  the  South,  to  send  you  without  delay 
Colonel  Hallowell's  brigade,  to  replace  two  brigades  of  your  command 
ordered  north. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  1,  1865 — i  i).  m. 

(Received  5  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Uast,  New  Yorlc: 
I  respectfully  decline  General  Sandford's  offer  to  furnish  a  regiment 
for  garrisoning  Charleston.     We  want  no  three-months'  men,  nor  again 
do  we  want  any  troops  except  for  such  service  as  they  may  be  called 
on  to  perform. 

IJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  2, 1865. 

(Received  4.40  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  following  items  are  taken  from  to-day's  Richmond  papers : 

Faijetteville,  March  i.— No  Yankees  have  advanced  in  this  direction  from  Wilming- 
ton. Other  intelligence  which  could  be  communicated  is  contraband,  but  of  an 
encouraging  character.  The  Confederate  steamer  Chickamauga  was  destroyed  by 
the  crew  to  prevent  her  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  at  Gray's  Point,  in 
Cape  Fear  River,  Saturday.  She  is  a  total  wreck.  We  omit  the  first  part  of  the  tele- 
gram relative  to  Sherman's  movements,  in  deference  to  a  request  sent  to  the  various 
journals  in  Richmond  about  ten  days  since. 

#  ^  *  #  *  w  # 

The  fall  of  jyUmini/ton.—We  learn  from  Northern  papers  that  tlie  enemy  occupied 
Wilmington  on  the  morniog  of  the  22d  ultimo.  As  the  last  train  left,  our  Whit- 
worth  battery,  planted  at  the  head  of  Front  and  Market  streets,  was  tiring  upon 
the  enemy  who  had  appeared  upon  the  causeway  on  the  western  side  of  the  Cape 
Fear  River.  Their  main  advance  was  tlien  checked  at  Alligator  Creek.  Some  few 
skirmishers  pushed  forward,  but  were  driven  off.  Our  troops  retreated  across  the 
Northeast  Branch  of  the  Cape  Fear  River  at  what  is  known  as  Big  Bridge  Ferry,  or 
McRee's  Ferry.  It  is  said  that  our  forces  attempted  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge  at 
Northeast,  nine  miles  from  Wilmington,  but  were  only  partially  successful. 
Later  accounts  say  that  our  forces  had  checked  the  forward  movement  of  the  enemy 
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there.  If  so,  it  is  probable  that  Sohofield  will  next  try  the  Fayotteville  route,  or 
attempt  to  effect  a  junction  with.  Sherman.  Since  Sherman  has  already  been 
reported  as  moving  toward  Cheraw,  there  is  no  impropriety  in  indicating  an  opin- 
ion that  this  mav  be  a  movement  by  the  flank  to  cross  the  Catawba  River  below  the 
railroad,  and  thence  move  on  Charlotte  along  the  eastern  bank;  or,  it  may  mean  a 
change  of  iront  with  the  intention  to  reach  Fayettevllle  and  be  in  co-opi'ration  witli 
tfchotield. 

The  enemy  reported  at  Staioitoii.—We  stated  on  yesterday  that  the  enemy  in  Heavy 
force,  believed  to  be  mostly  cavalry,  were  advancing  up  the  Valley  toward  Staunton. 
As  vet  we  have  no  ofBcial  information  on  the  subject  of  tlieir  advance. 

I'lom  the  South.— We  hear  nothing  from  Sherman,  Schofield,  or  Schiminelfennig. 
It  is  believed  that  bottomless  and  impassable  mud  surrounds  them  all.  The  roads 
are  still  too  bad  for  serious  movements  of  troops.  It  is  stated  that  our  forces  under 
General  Bragg  have  succeeded  in  checking  the  forward  movement  from  Wilmington, 
under  Schofield,  on  the  Wilmington  and  V/eldou  road,  and  that  the  latter  had 
advanced  no  i'arther  than  Northeast  River,  ten  or  iifteen  miles  from  the  city.  It  is 
thought  that  Schofield  will  try  to  effect  a  junction  with  Sherman,  via  Fayettevillo 
perhaps.  An  immense  war  meeting  was  held  in  Mobile  on  the  13th  of  February,  at 
which  patriotic  speeches  were  delivered  and  appropriate  resolutions  passed.  It  is 
reported  that  General  Hood  will  be  assigned  to  an  important  command  in  Texas. 
Colonel  Hatch,  the  Confederate  agent  of  exchange,  had  communication  with  the 
Yankee  authorities  at  Wilmington  on  Friday  last,  and  we  arc  glad  to  learn  an  agree- 
ment was  made  for  delivery  of  all  the  Yankee  prisoners  in  our  hands  in'  this 
State  at  that  point  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment.  Some  3,000  or  4,000  were 
paroled  in  Goldsborough  on  Saturday,  and  were  to  be  sent  yesterday  morning  to  the 
enemy's  lines.  Seven  hundred  or  800  passed  this  place  from  Salisbury  on  Sunday 
morning  for  the  same  point,  and  we  learn  that  all  that  are  here  are  to  be  sent  through 
as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  furnished.   Several  hundred  were  sent  off'  yesterday. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqbs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Big  Blade  Greek,  March  2,  1865— S. 30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Geu.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military'  JMvision  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  :  Your  dispatch  of  March  1  just  received.  I  did  not  get 
it  ia  season  to  order  General  Blair  forward  to-day.  I  had  ordered 
General  Blair  to  wait  until  the  Fifteenth  Corps  was  in  supporting  dis- 
tance, and  hoping  that  you  would  get  on  the  road  leading  from  Cheraw 
northward. 

Tlie  division  of  cavalry  (Butler's)  in  Darlington  was  Avithdrawn  to 
Cheraw  two  days  ago.  The  brigade  commander,  Brigadier-General  (or 
Colonel)  Aiken  was  killed  in  Duncan's  night  skirmi-sh  near  Mount  Elon, 
and  also  a  colonel  is  reported  killed.  From  the  tenor  of  your  dispatch 
1  thought  you  supposed  me  purposely  delaying.    I  have  not  done  so. 

After  Hazen  had  bridged  the  Lynch  his  bridge  swayed  over  and  fell 
as  soon  as  the  firvst  M-agou  commenced  crossing,  and  after  he  had  got- 
ten ready  again  to  cross,  the  old  bridge  was  carried  a  few  feet  down- 
stream and  had  to  be  supported.  Working  hard  all  the  time  Generals 
Corse  and  Woods  only  succeeded  in  effecting  a  crossing  yesterday 
evening. 

Tlie  water  was  three  and  four  feet  deep  over  the  roadway,  and  about 
a  mile  of  road  was  covered.  After  the  first  few  wagons  passed  any 
point  the  bottom  gave  out  and  black  mud  appeared.  Everybody 
■worked  day  and  night,  and  often  in  the  water  waist  deep.  You  may  ask 
why  I  did  not  go  up  higher.  Because  the  Little  Lynch  became  almost 
equally  difticult,  and  I  was  obliged  to  get  supplies.  We  have  secured 
them  in  the  vicinity  of  Kellytown  in  some  quantity.  General  Corse 
is  now  repairing  the  road  across  the  Big  Black,  with  part  of  his  force 


Chap.  LIX.)  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  645 

Oil  the  other  side.  He  will  encamp  to-iii<>lit  wliere  tlie  New  Market 
road  comes  m ;  General  Woods  between  New  Market  mid  that  point; 
General  llazen,  and  probably  General  Smith,  at  Kellytown.  Every- 
thing-will  push  on  to  Cheraw  to-morrow.  As  soon  a<  possible  I  will 
break  the  railroad  with  mounted  inlimtiy .  Tlie  enemy  has  not  destroyed 
the  bridges  across  these  creeks,  but  the  ai)proaclies  arc  awful.  I  have 
positive  inforination  that  Wihniiigton  is  in  our  hands,  and  that  a  bri- 
gade under  Hagood  was  captured  entire  near  Town  Creek,  only  ab(mt 
twenty-five  men  escaping.  Deserters  from  that  brignde  are  now  at  my 
headquarters.  I  have  forwarded  tlie  dispatch  you  desired  to  Gliailes- 
toii,  and  think  it  will  get  through  safe.  From  information  received  I 
did  not  think  it  best  to  attempt  the  Florence  road  again.  Gould  I 
liave  gotten  my  command  over  Lyuclfs  Greek  promptly  nothing  would 
have  suited  mo  better  than  to  have  gone  for  Hardee  with  all  my  might. 
My  headquarters  to-hiorrow  nigltt  will  be  as  near  ('lieraw  as  I  can  get. 
Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  IIOWAKD, 

Major- General. 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  ov  the  Tennessee, 

Weiv  MarJcet,  March  2,  1865 — !)  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Dear  Generai>:  We  have  just  reached  New  Market.  General 
Logan's  advance  has  not  yet  arrived,  nor  can  I  hear  of  it.  I  have  sent 
one  company  of  Seventh  Illinois  back  on  the  road  toward  Tiller's 
Bridge  to  meet  the  advance  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  with  orders  to  come 
forward  rapidly  and  report  to  me  as  soon  as  it  strikes  the  infantry.  It 
is  fifteen  miles  to  Tiller's  Bridge,  twenty  miles  to  Society  Hill,  and  five 
to  Kellytown.  The  crossing  at  Big  Black  Creek  is  quite  bad,  at  least 
150  yards  of  deep  w  ater  on  south  side,  not  deep  enough,  however,  to 
carry  a  horse  off  his  feet,  and  the  bottom  appears  to  be  hard.  I  think 
the  trains  can  be  gotten  over  without  mucli  difficulty.  The  approach 
to  the  bridge  on  the  north  side  is  excellent,  ground  high  and  firm. 
The  road  from  Kellytown  to  this  place  is  veryfair;  several  small  spots 
will  have  to  be  c(n"duroyed.  Kelly's  Mill  is  in  good  repair.  Two  run 
of  stone.  No  other  mills  within  six  miles  of  New  Market.  A  small 
scouting  party  that  I  sent  out  before  we  reached  New  Market  has  just 
.returned.  Saw  some  foragers  from  First  and  Fourth  Divisions  three 
miles  back  on  the  road.  Foragers  said  their  advance  left  the  Lynch 
this  morning.  I  will  let  you  kuow  just  as  soon  as  can  learn  the  where- 
abouts of  Woods'  division. 

One  mile  and  a  half  from   Kelly's  ]\Iill  the  road  forks;   take  the 
right-hand  road.     Have  seen  no  enemy  this  morning.    The  rebel  cav- 
alry left  this  place  Monday  night. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  E.  STRONG, 

Lieutenant-  dolonel. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Neic  Market,  S.  C,  March  3,  lSfi5— 10.30  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Deau  General:  Have  just  heard  from  General  Woods'  division. 
It  is  back  about  five  miles  coming  up.    Will  be  here  by  12  m.     General 
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Logaji  is  about  four  miles  from  New  Market.    Tbe  Fourtb  Division  is 
at  tbe  crossinii',  eigbt  miles  above  Kooky  Ford. 

I  tbink  Woods'  division  will  be  here  before  you  can  possibly  get 
over.     . 

IJespectfully, 

WM.  E.  STRONG, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Big  BIncJc  Creel:  March  2,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commundiiu/  Fifieenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Tbe  major-general  commanding  directs  that,  in  accord- 
ance witb  instructions  contained  in  General  Sberman's  letter,  you 
move  Generals  Woods'  and  Corse's  divisions  as  rapidly  a.s  possible 
toward  Cberaw,  attaining  tbat  point  to-morrow  if  possible.  The  other 
two  divisions  will  follow  rapidly  as  soon  as  tbey  are  closed  up. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ]\I.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Big  Black,  S.  C.,  March  2,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  :  On  crossing  here  I  found  the  train  stopped  and  Corse  at 
work  bridging.  Tbe  most  of  tbe  train,  however,  id  across,  and  the 
balance,  I  think,  will  get  over  before  dark,  though  tbe  bridge  is  not  yet 
done.  I  concluded  to  stay  here  to-night.  Corse  leaves  me  a  guard, 
but  pushes  everything  on  to  the  point  indicated.  I  wish  as  soon  as 
possible  to  combine  tbe  Ninth  Illinois  with  all  the  mounted  men  we 
have  besides,  and  send  them  down  the  Chesterfield  and  Society  Hill 
road  with  instructions  to  break  the  railroad. 
Yours,  truly, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-OeneraL 


Headqt-aeters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

New  Market,  March  :.',  18(>5. 
Major-General  Howard,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  <C"C.; 
General:  The  general  requests  me  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of 
your  note.  He  has  ordei-ed  tbe  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Iiifantry  to 
report  to  Corse  to-night;  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  is  already  with 
him.  He  has  not  given  them  other  instructions  than  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Corse,  and  requests  that  you  will  give  them  orders. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Asdstant  Adjutant-  General. 
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IIUQRS.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Tiller's  Bridyc,  IS.  0.,  March  2,  1865. 
^laj.  Mas.  Woodhull, 

Ansistant  Adjutant- Genertd,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  In  reply  to  your  conimuiiicatioii  of  last  night,  I  respect- 
fully report,  that  1  will  bo  ready  to  march  at  9  this  a.  m.  It  was  1 
o'clock  this  morniug  before  tlie  bridge  was  completed,  and  crossing 
through  the  dark  swamp  this  side  the  river  was  very  diflicult,  the 
drivers  constantly  running  ofl'  the  road,  delaying  the  crossing  very 
much. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  11.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

IIdqes.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Blade  Creeli,  S.  C,  March  3,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
3IAJ0R :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  First  Brigade  and  trains 
of  this  command  crossed  Lynch's  Creek  to  day  after  the  bridge  was 
rebuilt  and  marched  to  Kellytown,  where  Joined  the  rest  of  the  divis- 
ion and  moved  forward  to  Black  Creek,  where  camped  at  6.30  p.  m., 
having  marched  eleven  miles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

3[ajor- Genera  I. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Xeio  Market,  S.  C,  March  5,  1865. 
Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  :  General  Woods  has  been  ordered  to  move  out  at  daylight 
to-morrow  morning  on  Cheraw,  opening  communication  with  the  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps.  The  general  commanding  requests  that  you  Avill 
move  your  command  in  rear  of  his  division,  well  closed  up.  The  pon- 
toon train  will  move  with  your  command. 

I  am,  general,  very  resj)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
A ssistant  A djvtan t- Gen eral. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Pifteen'iii  Army  Corps, 

Kelly's  Bridge,  H.  C,  March  ,?,  1865—7  p.  m. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Owing  to  washing  out  of  one  of  the  trestles,  the  part  of  the  bridge 
west  of  the  old  bridge  gave  way,  and  as  the  water  has  fallen  the  tres- 
tles can  be  laid  flat  upon  the  ground  and  covered.  1  had  hoped  the 
bottom  was  firm  and  that  a'bridge  over  this  3)art  would  be  unnecessary, 
but  every  ]iart  of  it  will  have  to  be  recovered.  This  will  delay  me  a 
portion  of  the  morning  to-morrow. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W,  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


648  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA,       [Chap.  LIX. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fiftkenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  LyneWs  Creek,  6'.  6'.,  March  2,  1865. 

ilaj.    M.    WOODHULL, 

AxsiMant  AdjiUtmt- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  my  command  commenced  crossing  the  bridge  at  3.30  and  the  last 
wagon  had  crossed  at  C  o'clock  this  evening.     I  will  encamp  at  or  near 
Kellytown. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Mnjor-Gencrol. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Armv  Corps, 

Kellytoicn,  S.  C,  March  2,  1R65. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  crossed 
Lynch's  Creek,  at  Kelly's  Bridge,  between  the  hours  of  3.30  and  6  this 
p.  m.,  and  marched  to  Kellytown,  a  distance  of  seven  miles,  encamp- 
ing between  the  hours  of  8  and  9.15  o'clock  in  the  following  position : 
Three  regiments  of  the  First  Brigade  on  the  right  of  main  road  and 
covering  right  flank;  two  regiments  same  brigade  covering  the  rear, 
and  Second  Brigade  on  left  of  main  road  fronting  east.  These  head- 
quarters are  at  Kelly's  house. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Neic  Market,  S.  C,  March  2,  186.5. 
Bvt.  Maj.  G-en.  John  M.  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  You  will  move  out  to  where  the  road  from  New  Market 
intersects  the  Cheraw  road  to-night,  and  to-morrow  move  up  within  one 
or  two  miles  of  General  Blair's  column,  so  as  to  support,  if  necessary, 
and  communicate  the  fact  to  General  Blair. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 

Hdqrs.  Fojjrth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Six  Miles  Northeast  of  Black  Creek, 

On  Cheraw  Eoad,  March  2,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  orders 
from  the  major-general  commanding  corps  I  moved  my  command  across 
Black  Creek,  breaking  camp  at  1  p.  m.,  and  marched  to  a  point  on  the 
direct  Camden  and  Cheraw  road  at  its  intersection  by  the  New  Market 
road  six  miles  distant  from  the  creek,  where  I  placed  my  command  in 
bivouac.  One  brigade  of  my  division  was  retained  at  Black  Creek  by 
Major-General  Howard  as  guard  to  his  trains. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  corse, 

Brevet  Major-General. 
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Special        )  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Arjviy  Corps, 

No.  31.          )  In  the  Field,  Blade  (Jreelc,  S.  C,  March  ,?,  1865. 

*  *  *                 V                *                »            # 

II.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  move  at  G  a.m.  to-morrow,  the  First 
Brigade  lu  advance  and  the  Third  Brigade  in  rear.  Two  regiments  of 
the  advance  brigade  to  march  beside  the  battery  and  trains;  and  three 
regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade  also  thrown  forward  by  the  side  of 
trains.  Battery  and  trains  in  same  order  as  on  the  1st  instant.  The 
colnnin  must  be  kept  closed  up.  The  route  will  be  designated  when 
the  movement  begins. 

*  *  *  #  *  »  * 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C,  March  2,  1805—10.45  a.  m. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain:  I  was  making  preparation  to  move  forward  at  once  on 
Cheraw,  in  accordance  with  inclosed  letter  from  General  Sherman,* 
when  I  received  General  Howard's  directions  to  wait.     Unless  further 
orders  are  received  I  shall  move  forward  to  morrow  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKANK  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Big  Black  Creel;  March  2,  1865 — 3.45  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Your  note  of  10.45  a.  m.  to-day  is  just  received.  The 
general  directs  that  in  accordance  with  General  Sherman's  instructions 
yon  move  forward  on  Cheraw  at  as  early  an  hour  as  possible  to-morrow 
morning.  Generals  Corse  and  Woods  are  over  Lynch,  but  are  detained 
by  Big  Black.  Hazen  and  Smith  are  not  yet  all  across  Lynch.  Corse 
and  Woods  will  probably  be  near  to  Cheraw  to-morrow  night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  56.  )  Thirteen  Miles  from  Ghcraiv,  S.  C,  3Iarch  2, 1865. 

I.  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  army,  directing  that  for  each  of  our  men  murdered  by  the  enemy 
a  life  of  one  of  the  prisoners  in  our  hands  should  be  taken,  Maj.  J.  C. 
Marven,  provost-marshal.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  select  from 
the  prisoners  in  his  charge  one  man  and  deliver  him  to  Brig.  Gen. 

*  See  March  1,  p.  631. 
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M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  to  be  shot  to  death  in  retali- 
ation for  the  murder  of  Private  K.  M.  Woodruff,  Company  H,  Thirtieth 
Illinois  Volunteers,  a  regularly  detailed  forager,  who  was  beaten  to 
death  by  the  enemy  near  Blakeny's  Bridge  on  or  about  the  1  st  day  of 
March,  1865. 

IV.  The  movement  on  Cheraw  will  be  continued  tomorrow. 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  have 
the  advance,  and  will  move  forward  at  6  a.  m.  The  Third  Division, 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  follow  the  First  Division, 
being  prepared  to  move  at  7  o'clock.  The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj. 
Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will  follow  the  Third  Division,  being 
prepared  to  move  at  So'clock.  The  First  Eegiment  Michigan  Engineers, 
Ool.  J.  B.  Yates  commanding,  will  follow  the  troops  of  the  First  Division 
with  tool  wagons  and  ambulances.  Their  train  will  follow  the  train  of 
the  First  Division.  The  pontoon  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  Ihird 
Division.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move  forward  at 
5.30  a.  m.  The  troops  will  move  forward  on  the  right  of  the  train.  The 
train  of  these  headquarters  will  move  with  the  train  of  the  headquar- 
ters First  Division. 

VIII.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will 
move  forward  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  instead  of  6  o'clock,  as  previously 
ordered. 

♦  »**### 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Hdqes.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

McMamis'  Bridge,  8.  C,  March  i\  1865—11.15  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McOlurg, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 
Colonel  :  I  am  massing  up  my  division  for  a  dinner  halt.  The 
bridge  all  right.  A  very  bad  bottom  opposite  to  be  corduroyed.  The 
material  will  have  to  be  taken  from  this  side  of  the  bridge.  The  work 
will  be  commenced  immediately.  The  roads  to-day  very  heavy.  Long 
hard  hills  to  pull  up,  but  on  the  whole  the  roads  were  better  than  yes- 
terday. My  command  has  made  a  first-rate  march  of  twelve  miles 
today.  Will  cross  the  bridge  with  my  command  as  soon  as  the  road  is 
completed  aiid  await  further  orders.  Plenty  of  forage  for  the  animals, 
and  the  men  have  received  plenty  of  meat,  but  breadstuff  scarce. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

^  •     ^        T  -r.  ,,  Hortonh;  March  2,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J,  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army   Corps: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has 

no  doubt  you  have  made  a  good  march  to-day,  but  would  have  pre- 
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ferred  that  yon  Lad  pushed  on  four  or  five  miles  beyond  the  bridge. 
He  directs  that  you  march  at  daylight  to-morrow  via  Blakeny's  and 
Mount  Croghau  toward  Chesterfield. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  C.  McOLURG, 
Ansiatant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Htaf. 


Hdqes.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Akmy  Corps, 
EaM  side  of  Lynches  Creel;  8.  C,  Atarch  ^,  18il:'> — 7  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McCLrKG, 

Chief  of  Stnff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Colonel;  Corduroy  in  the  bottom  was  not  completed  till  nearly  4 
this  p.  m.  owing  lo  the  distance  the  material  had  to  be  carried.  My 
whole  command  is  encamped  on  this  side  of  the  bridge  and  the  train  is 
in  park.  Excuse  the  mistake  made  in  my  dispatch  of  11.15  n.  m.  of 
this  date  "about  Avaiting  further  orders".  I  will  move  early  iu  the 
morning  as  directed  in  your  order  of  yesterday. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Coups, 

Chesterfield,  S.  C,  March  ^,  J8C.-7. 
Brevet  Major-General  Geary,  Commanding  Second  Division: 

General:  General  Ward  has  been  directed  to  move  his  command 
forward  to  this  point  at  an  early  hour  tomorrow;  the  exact  time  of 
starting  is  discretionary  with  him.  The  general  commanding  directs 
that  you  move  your  command  in  time  to  close  up  with  his  rear  at  the 
time  of  starting.  Your  rear  guard  will  be  the  same  as  today. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOVER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Chesterfield,  S.  C,  March  3,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward,  Commanding  Third  Division: 

General  :  Headquarters  are  established  here  at  Chesterfield.  The 
general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  bring  your  command, 
including  trains,  forward  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow,  marching  your 
pioneers  and  one  unencumbered  brigade  in  advance  to  repair  the  road, 
as  it  is  in  a  bad  condition.  The  major  part  will  need  corduroying. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOVER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Command,  Army  of  Invasion, 
Jn  the  Field,  near  Blalceny's  Cross-Roads,  March  2,  180'). 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
Major  :  Captain  Northrop,  of  my  stafiT,  dashed  into  Monroe  yester- 
day and  captured  nine  of  the  enemy  and  broke  the  enemy's  courier 
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line.  Two  dispatches  had  been  received  from  Beauregard  to  Hampton 
and  Hardee;  the  one  addressed  to  Hampton  seven  miles  from  Lancas- 
ter, the  other  at  Cheraw.  Captain  Lee,  of  Beauregard's  staff,  had  just 
passed  through.  He  told  the  citizens  that  our  Eight  Wing  was  swing- 
ing around  to  Cheraw,  and  that  he  was  taking  orders  to  Hardee  to 
fight  and  delay  our  march;  that  Charleston  and  Wilmington  had  been 
evacuated  in  order  to  concentrate  troops;  that  Cheatham  and  a  portion 
of  A.  r.  Hill's  corps  had  reached  Charlotte.  Beauregard  was  still  lu 
doubt  as  to  our  objective  point.  My  officers  are  fast  learning  to  be 
good  cavalrymen.  All  little  expeditions  sent  out  have  been  charac- 
terized by  that  enterprise  and  dash  so  requisite  to  success.  Captain 
Northrop  brought  away  nearly  one  hundred  good  horses  and  mules. 
This  information  is  reliable.  Hampton  and  his  cavalry  is  near  Monroe, 
and  not  in  General  Howard's  front.  I  shall  hold  the  roads  to  the  lef*^^ 
of  Chesterfield  to-morrow  night,  and  will  reconnoiter  the  river  as  high 
up  as  opposite  Wadesborough.  The  impi'ession  among  citizens  and 
rebel  soldiers  about  Monroe  is  that  Petersburg  has  been  evacuated. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATKICK, 
Brevet  Major-tioieral,  Command iiij/  Curalry. 


Hdqrs.  Military  J>ivision  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  March  S.  1805. 
General  Kilpatkick, 

Near  Lancaster : 

General:  The  Twentieth  Corps  is  now  starting  from  Big  Lynch's 
Creek  for  Chesterfield,  twenty  miles  distant.  The  Fourteenth  Corps 
is  now  at  Little  Lynch's  Creek,  behind  us,  and  will  march  by  McManus' 
Bridge  toward  Chesterfield.  General  Howard  M'as  on  the  28th  Feb- 
ruary across  Ljnch's  Creek  at  Tiller's,  and  General  Blair  within  six- 
teen miles  of  Cheraw.  All  move  on  Clieraw,  where  it  is  said  the 
Charleston  and  Wihningtou  garrisons  are  expecting  to  meet  us.  I 
don't  believe  they  will  fight  on  this  side  the  l»edee,  but  you  may  move 
on  Genera]  Davis'  left  near  Chesterfield,  and  by  the  time  you  get  there 
I  can  select  the  points  of  crossing,  bnt  if  there  be  any  enemy  at 
Cheraw  he  will,  of  course,  break  the  bridge  there  and  force  us  to  use 
pontoons,  in  which  case  we  will  probably  use  Cheraw  and  Bneeds- 
borough.  General  Howard  sent  his  company  of  scouts  from  Tiller's 
toward  the  Charleston  and  Wilmington  road,  but  they  met  two 
brigades  of  cavalry  near  Mount  Elou  Post-Office,  and  were  driven 
ba(.k.  General  Howard  reports  Haiiipton's  headquarters  at  Darling- 
ton, but  I  doubt  it.  I  don't  think  the  enemy  would  leave  his  cavalry 
or  any  material  part  of  it,  between  us  and  the  sea.  Doubtless  he  is 
watchnig  and  using  the  railroad  east  and  south  of  us,  but  to  what 
extent  I  cannot  conjecture  until  I  know  whether  our  people  have  Wil 
mnigton.  I  suppose  Schofleld  by  this  time  must  be  on  the  railroad 
V5*''*^,*^'  ^^il°>m^*«V'/*  or  near  Goldsborough.  Keep  near  General 
Davis'  left  and  act  defensively  till  we  know  about  Cheraw  I  will  be 
with  the  Twentieth  Corps,  near  Chesterfield,  where  the  Lancaster  road 
nieets  this,  about  four  miles  this  side  of  Chesterfield.  1  will  send 
infantry  to  Chesterfield  to  secure  if  possible  the  bridges  across  Thomp- 
son's Creek  nenr  that  place,  to-morrow  at  Cheraw.  You  should  be 
to-night  on  Lynch's  Creek,  and  to-morrow  near  Chesterfield.     Boads 
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are  saudy  and  good ;  enemy  leaves  us  good  bridges,  and  tliiis  far  we 
find  not  even  pickets.  General  Blair  found  some  cavalry  on  his  road, 
wLo  gave  ground  easily. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special        )     IIeadquaktkus  Cavalry  Command, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  iS.  (J., 

iS'o.  30.  )  March  2,  1865. 

The  command  will  move  upon  three  roads  and  march  at  8  a.  m. 

I.  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Atkins,  with  his  brigade,  will  move 
direct  from  his  present  camp  on  Wadesborough  road  to  a  point  four 
miles  distant  from  his  camxi,  where  he  will  take  a  right-hand  road  to 
Hornsborough,  via  Edgeworth,  and  wait  further  orders. 

II.  Colonel  Jordan,  with  his  brigade  and  division  train,  will  move  to 
Hornsborough,  via  Edgeworth,  and  wait  further  orders. 

III.  Colonel  Spencer,  with  his  command  and  the  dismounted  men, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Way,  will  move  to  Hornsborough,  seeking  some 
road  along  or  above  the  North  Carolina  line. 

IV.  The  major-general  commanding  will  move  with  the  center  column. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Kilpatrick : 

L.  G.  ESTES, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjnf ant-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  S,  1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 
Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  sea-going  transportation  and  the  great 
necessity  for  it  to  keep  our  armies  supplied,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  it  be  not  detained  one  hour  longer  than  is  required  for  unloading 
it.  You  will  please  instruct  quartermasters  and  other  officers  of  your 
command  controlling  it  to  this  end,  and  will  see  that  the  instructions 
are  strictly  complied  with.  If  you  have  any  troops  yet  to  move  by 
water,  move  them  at  once,  and  send  back  the  transportation  without 
delay. 
Bv  command  of  Lieutenant- General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Operator  at  Fort  IMonroe  will  please  put  up  and  hand  to  Captain 
James,  assistant  quartermaster,  to  be  forwarded  by  first  boat. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


General  Orders,  )    IIdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

\  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Xo.  12.  )  Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  2,  1865. 

First  Lieut.  Jasper  Myers,  ordnance  department,  having  reported  at 
these  headquarters,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, is  announced  as  a  member  of  the  department  staff  and  chief  of 
ordnance.  Department  of  North  Carolina. 
Bv  order  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

'  J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
r,4puii>tiant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

New  Berne,  March  3,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  A.  Cajipbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  North  Carolina: 
Sir  :  I  arrived  here  iii  the  night  of  February  28.  Yesterday  I  divided 
tlie  troops  of  this  district  (exclusive  of  General  Ituger's)  into  two  divis- 
lon.'^,  assigning  part  of  the  old  troops  and  part  of  Meagher's  to  each. 
I  liave  ordered  away  from  the  different  posts  and  garrisons  all  that  can 
be  spared,  and  attached  them  to  the  moving  column.  There  were  a 
little  over  3,000  of  Meagher's  men  here.  Palmer's  and  Carter's  divis- 
ions will  number  not  quite  4,000  each.  If  more  can  properly  be  drawn 
from  the  garrisons,  I  shall  do  so.  The  brigade  of  Ruger,  which  was 
at  Fort  Anderson,  is  now  arriving  at  Morehead  City.  It  was  delayed 
by  tiie  same  storm  -which  kept  me  two  days  at  Fort  Fisher.  I  ordered 
yesterday  part  of  Palmer's  command  up  to  Core  Creek  crossing,  twenty 
miles  from  here,  and  to-day  the  remainder  of  his  and  Carter's  divisions 
go  up,  liuger's  following  at  once.  Colonel  Wright  has  six  miles  of  iron 
here,  but  expects  more  very  soon.  They  intend  changing  the  gauge  of 
the  railroad,  as  they  caunofget  rolhng-stock  to  fit  the  present  width  of 
road.  I  shall  keep  as  far  ahead  of  tliem  as  we  can  supply  ourselves, 
but  we  shall  not  be  able  to  get  above  fifty  wagons  from  the  quarter- 
master's department  for  all  purposes.  My  headquarters  will  be  at  Core 
Creek  to-morrow,  and  if  the  railroad  repairs  progress  as  we  hope  they 
will  I  shall  push  on  to  Kinston  within  a  day  or  two  after.  The  Neus'e 
is  unfordable  below  Goldsborough.  No  light-drait  gun-boats  are  here, 
and  we  can  therefore  get  no  help  from  the  navy.  We  may  get  a  light- 
draft  steamer  from  the  quartermaster's  department  to  ferry  "troops,  but 
I  am  not  yet  informed  whether  the  right  kind  has  been  found.  I  will 
report  again  from  Core  Creek.  The  force  at  Kinston  is  believed  to 
remain  as  heretofore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  1).  COX, 
Major- General,  commundin'j. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  OF  the  Ohio, 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  3,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Bistrict  of  Beaufort : 
General:  I  have  heard  nothing  yet  from  General  Sherman  except 
the  reports  brought  by  our  paroled  prisoners,  who  say  he  Avas  near 
Charlotte  on  the  24th.  I  have  sent  a  gun-boat  up  the  river  toward 
Fayetteville  to  see  what  can  be  learned.  My  impression  is  that  he  is 
making  straight  for  Goldsborough,  one  column  passing  through  or  near 
FayeHeville.  1  am  preparing  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  move  forward 
from  this  place.  I  want  to  move  the  whole  force  now  here  by  land  if  I 
can  get  wagons  enough  in  time,  and  if  it  is  not  necessary  to  send  you 
re-enforcements  sooner  than  they  could  reach  you  in  that  way  if 
necessary  I  must  send  you  a  division  or  more  by  Avater,  but  the  difti 
culties  of  water,  transportation  are  so  great  that  I  want  to  avoid  it  if 
jiossible.  We  ought  to  get  Kinston  at  once,  and  Goldsborough  with 
tiie  least  possible  delay.  It  is,  however,  so  easy  for  the  enemy  to  con- 
centrate troops  at  Goldsborough  that  I  appreliend  there  may  be  some 
delay  lu  getting  that  place.    Get  the  best  information  you  can  of  the 
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enemy's  streugtli  aud  movements  and  keep  me  advised.  I  am  making 
my  arrangements  to  start  from  this  place  by  the  Gth  instant  with  the 
t^vo  divisions  of  the  Twenty- third  Corps,  at  least,  and  bya  rapid  marcli 
join  you  near  Kinston,  or  wherever  you  may  be,  making  the  march  in 
five  or  six  days.  Meanwhile  I  hope  to  hear  from  Sherman,  and  also  of 
your  progress  and  what  you  find  in  your  front. 
Yery  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SGHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Special        ^  Headquarters  First  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  District  of  Beaufort, 

2so.  1.  )  In  the  Field,  N.  C,  March  2,  1865. 

I.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery,  as 
soon  as  his  companies  in  New  Berne  are  relieved,  will  at  once  concen- 
trate them  in  camp  on  the  plain  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Totten,  providing 
them  with  shelter-tents  and  all  other  equipage  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  at  once  take  the  field.  The  commanding  officer  Twenty-third  New 
York  Independent  Battery  will  take  charge  of  and  garrison  with  his 
company  Forts  Dutton  and  Eowan.  The  commanding  officer  Fifth 
Rhode  Island  Artillery  will  with  his  regiment  garrison  all  the  forts 
about  New  Berne,  both  on  the  noi'th  side  of  the  Neuse  between  the 
Neuse  and  Trent  Rivers  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  Trent,  with  the 
exception  of  Forts  Dutton  and  Rowan.  He  will  see  that  at  least  one 
ofHcer  is  at  each  fort.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  garrisons  will  be 
sufiiciently  large  to  work  the  guns.  The  duty  will  consist  mainly  in 
taking  charge  of  and  preserving  the  present  good  condition  of  the 
M'orks.  The  present  commanding  officers  will  turn  over  to  the  ofBcers 
relieving  them  all  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  and  other  public  prop- 
erty pertaining  to  the  forts.  The  oflficers  designated  are  directed  to 
receive  the  same  as  of  such  condition  as  they  may  see  fit.  These 
changes  must  be  made  to-day. 

YIII.  Col.  Charles  H.  Stewart,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  will  for  the 
present  take  command  of  all  the  troops  and  defenses  about  New  Berne. 
This  will  not  at  all  interfere  with  the  organization  of  this  division  as 
announced  in  General  Orders,  No.  1,  current  series,  from  these  head- 
quarters. 

XI.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  the 
companies  of  the  Thirteenth  New  York  Artillery  now  at  Coinjock  Sta- 
tion, will,  upon  being  relieved,  proceed  at  once  to  Norfolk,  Va.  The  com- 
manding officer  on  arrival  will  report  for  orders  to  Brigadier-General 
Gordon,  commanding  District  of  Eastern  Virginia.  Quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

XIV.  The  Third  Brigade  and  that  portion  of  the  Second  Brigade 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Curtiss  will  be 
ready  to  inarch  early  to-morrow  morning.    A  guide  has  been  desig- 
nated to  conduct  the  column  to  the  camp. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
A ssistant  A djutant- General. 
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Genebal  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

iS^o.  10.  ]  Netc   Berne,  N.  C,  March  2,  1865. 

The  division  ^vill  be  ready  to  move  to-iuorrow  at  7  o'clock.  All  sur- 
plus baggage  will  be  stored  at  New  Berne.  A  sjnall  guai'd,  not  to 
exceed  one  man  to  a  regiment,  will  be  detailed  by  brigade  commanders 
to  take  cliarge  of  the  baggage  until  it  can  be  brought  forward.  All 
the  baggage  will  be  stored  in  one  place,  and  the  details  left  will  report 
to  Lieutenant  Patton,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  First  Brigade, 
for  instructions.  The  troops  will  carry  the  intrenching  tools  until  a 
wagon  can  be  had  for  that  purpose  ;  at  least  100  axes,  100  spades  or 
shovels  and  25  pickaxes  to  a  brigade. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Euger: 

J.  E.  CRAVENS, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Ad j%dant- General. 


General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  9.  )  Wilminf/ton,  N.  C,  March  2,  1865. 

1.  Capt.  George  H.  Taylor,  Company  H,  Sixteenth  Kentucky  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  having  reported  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No. 
20,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  announced  as 
acting  aide-decamp  on  the  staff  of  the  general  commanding.  He  will 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  lleilly: 

OHAS.  D.  imODES, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

^<i-  -0.  f  Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  2,  ISOr,. 

II.  Col.  A.  T.  Wilcox,  One  hundred  and  seventy- seventh  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  as  senior  officer  present,  will  assume  command  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twenty  third  Army  Corps,  to  date 
from  February  25,  1865.  ^        i'  ^ 

By  command  of  Brigadier  General  Reilly : 

(JHAS.  D.  IIHODES, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


,,  .    ^    ,    ^  I^OKT  Fisher,  N.  C,  March  2,  1865. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  send  report  of  the  garrisons  at  Smithville  and  Forts  Caswell  and 
Fisher  by  messenger,  which  will  reach  you  in  the  morning  *     I  have 
landed  my  men  here  and  relieved  the  First  Connecticut  Heavv  Artil 
lery,  who  are  now  embarking.    The  Second  Pennsylvania  and  my  men 
are  now  doing  the  duty.    This  is  correct,  is  it  not?    Please  answer. 

ir  •       ^  ,.       „.  ,    ,    FKKBK.  W.  PPJNCE, 

Major,  Commanding  Sixteenth  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery. 


'  See  next,  post. 
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IIdqijs.  Detach.  Sixteenth  New  Yokk  Artillery, 

Fort  Fisho;  N.  C,  March  3,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell,  Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  verbal  instructions  received  from  you  on 
tlie  28th,  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  as  follows :  The  garrison  nt  Smith- 
ville  and  Fort  Caswell  is  composed  of  the  Third  New  York  Infantry, 
152,  and  the  One  hundred  and  forty  second  New  York  Infantry,  473,  a 
total  of  025  in  the  two  regiments.  They  are  divided  as  follows:  Two 
hundred  and  live  men  at  Caswell,  and  420  at  Smith  ville,  Colonel  Barney, 
One  hundred  and  forty-second,  in  command.  The  force  at  Fort  Fisher 
was  composed  of  three  companies  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery. 
354  men,  and  one  company  of  Second  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery, 
137  men,  a  total  of  491.  The  First  Connecticut  are  now  embarking, 
leaving  me  here  one  company  of  Second  Pennsylvania,  as  above,  137 
men,  and  the  detachment  under  my  command,  22(5  men,  a  total  of  363 
men.  The  balance  of  my  detachment  is  now  with  Abbott's  brigade 
(Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Corps),  near  Wilming- 
ton. They  number  305  men,  so  that  when  they  are  sent  here  there  will 
be — Sixteenth  New  Y'ork  Heavy  Artillery,  591;  Second  Pennsylvania 
Heavy  Artillery,  137.    Total,  728  men. 

1  have  some  men  on  detached  service  in  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  which  I  shall  apply  for,  so  that  I  shall  soon  have  enough  to 
make  it  800  men,  and  others  are  daily  returning  from  hospital.  Will 
ynu  be  kind  enough  to  order  the  balance  of  the  detachment  now  with 
the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  to  report  to 
me  here,  so  that  I  can  get  the  men  all  together  of  the  different  com- 
lianies  (six),  and  then  I  can  make  such  disposition  of  the  force  as  you 
may  indicate.  1  should  think  the  force  at  Caswell  was  altogether  too 
large,  and  should  say  that  a  force  of  100  there  would  be  ample,  divid- 
ing balance  between  here  and  Smithville.  Please  indicate  at  what 
point  my  headquarters  should  be.  Smithville  is  midway  between  the 
two  forts  (Fisher  and  Caswell),  and  I  would  prefer  that  location,  if 
consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKEDK.  W.  PRINCE, 
Major,  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery. 


Headquarters  Depar'J'ment  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  2,  18C5. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  19th  of  February  directing  white  troops  to  be  sent  from  this 
department  to  Cape  I'ear  Eiver  as  soon  as  Charleston  should  come  into 
our  possession,  and  to  inform  you  that,  in  comi)hauce  therewith,  two 
brigades  from  Brevet  Major-General  Grover's  command,  organized  into 
a  division,  under  a  general  officer,  will  embark  with  all  possible  dispatch. 
The  aggregate  strength  of  these  two  brigades  is  about  3,200  men  present 
for  duty.  For  want  of  suitable  transports  I  am  under  the  necessity  of 
sending  these  troops  in  large  steamers  that  happen  to  be  free  at  this 
moment.  As  they  draw  too  much  water  to  entor  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  a 
light-draft  steamer  will  accom])any  them  as  tender  to  take  ofl'  the  troops. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

42  R  R— VOL   XLYTI,  PT   II 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  (la.,  March  2,  1S65. 
Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmoee, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head: 

General:  It  has  bieu  reported  to  me  to-day  tliat  the  portion  ot 
General  Taylor's  rebel  army  wliich  was  said  to  have  passed  through 
Augusta  on  Sunday  of  last  week,  finding  itself  unable  to  effect  a  junc- 
tion with  Hardee,  has  returned  to  Augusta  and  is  now  there.  My 
informant  is  a  man  of  apparent  intelligence,  not  directly  from  Augusta 
but  from  a  point,  the  name  of  M-hich  I  do  not  remember,  sixty  miles 
southwest  of  Augusta,  and  who  said  that  the  report  was  generally 
believed  there  when  lie  left.  My  informant  also  stated  that  at  various 
points  in  the  interior  of  this  State,  which  he  named,  there  are  detach- 
ments of  rebel  cavalry  aiding  the  conscripting  officers  and  in  one  place 
a  brigade  of  2,000.  But  it  seems  to  me  the  great  importance  of  Savannah 
in  reference  to  the  present  aspect  of  political  affairs  in  this  State  should 
make  us  very  cautions  as  to  weakening  its  garrison.  It  ought  to  be  in 
no  danger  and  the  people  in  the  interior  should  not  be  peruiitted  to 
feel  that  there  is  any  possibility  of  its  passing  out  of  our  possession. 
The  loss  of  it  would  at  once  reunite  the  rebels,  now  apparently  falling 
into  discord,  and  so  cut  off"  any  hope  of  the  national  cause  ju'ospering  by 
the  dissensions  of  the  enemy.  Five  thousand  good  troops  would  seem 
to  be  no  more  than  a  moderate  garrison  for  the  place.  Tlie  new  line 
of  defensive  works  is  as  yet  unfinished  and  is  some  five  miles  in  length. 
The  whole  country  in  our  rear  is  open  to  the  enemy  and  there  is  no 
cavalry  here  by  which  to  get  early  information.  I  learn  also  from 
members  of  General  Thomas'  staff  when  he  left  here  that  he  considered 
the  above-mentioned  number  of  troops  necessary  for  the  security  ot  the 
place.  The  advantages  to  the  rebels  of  a  recapture  of  the  place  [are 
such]  that  we  are  bound  to  i)resume  that  they  understand  them  and 
will  act  accordingly  whenever  they  have  any  prospect  of  success  in  the 
attempt  of  the  kind. 

These  considerations  induce  me  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of 
suspending  the  order  for  withdrawing  any  portion  of  the  troops  now 
here  or  for  replacing  them  with  inferior  ones,  till  the  whole  case  can  be 
laid  before  Lieuteuant-General  Grant  and  his  decision  had  thereon. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  WEBSTER, 

Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South 

„  .     ^        r    ,,  -r.  Hilton  Head,  S.  (I,  March  a,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General:  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  render  Brevet  Maior- 
General  Groverall  the  assistance  you  can  in  transporting  two  brioades 
of  his  command  from  Savannah  to  this  place.  ° 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding 
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Hdi^ies.  Nokthekn  ])istrict,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

March  3,  1865. 
Col.  E.  y.  Hallowell, 

Commainliitff  Briyudc  : 
Colonel  :  The  brigadier-geueral  conimauding  lirects  that  you  send 
to-morrow  on  a  train  a  force  of  200  men  to  Summerville  and  return. 
Tlie  men  will  be  kept  together  and  under  anus  in  Summerville.  Tlie 
ofiicer  in  command  will  talk  with  some  of  the  prominent  citizens 
and  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the 
country.  He  will  remain  iu  the  vicinity  of  the  town  a  couple  of  hours, 
during  which  time  he  can  detach  scouting  parties  under  commissioned 
officers  to  visit  the  neighborhood.  The  i)arties  going  out  will  be 
directed  uot  to  in  any  way  molest  the  citizens.  The  officer  in  command 
will  be  held  responsible  by  you  that  no  depredations  are  committed, 
not  even  a  chicken  can  be  taken.  Serviceable  horses  may  be  i)res8ecl 
and  sent  in  under  charge  of  an  ofiicer  should  any  be  found,  and  a 
return  of  the  same  to  these  headquarters. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  E.  PEEKY, 
Fimt  Lieuf.,  Fifty-Jifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  AcUj.  As?t.  Afljt.  Gen. 


liEADQUAliTEES    DEPARTMENT    OE    THE    SOUTH, 

Milton  Head,  S.  C,  March  2,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  (rROVEU, 

Comdff.  District  of  Savannah,  Department  of  the  South: 
General:  The  two  brigades  to  be  detached  from  your  command,  as 
directed  in  my  letter  of  the  28th,  are  bound  for  Cape  Fear  River,  N.  C. 
They  should  be  provided  with  Ave  days'  rations  and  a  liberal  outfit  of 
medical  supplies.  No  land  transportation  will  be  sent  with  tlieiu.  As 
I  have  but  one  steam  transport  iu  this  department  fit  to  go  to  sea  with 
troops,  I  am  obliged  to  send  these  troops  north  in  vessels  of  too  much 
draft  of  water  to  ascend  the  Savannah  Elver.  Small  transports  will 
therefore  be  sent  to  convey  these  troops  to  Port  Eoyal  Harbor.  The 
chief  quartermaster  of  the  department  has  been  directed  to  furnish  the 
necessary  transportation. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  (ilLLMOEE, 


Major-General,  Gommunding. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  3, 1865. 


news 


Kichmond  papers  of  to-day  are  received,  but  contain  no  important 
jws.    The  following  items  embrace  all  that  is  of  any  interest: 

From  Charleston.— The  Fayetteville  Tolefirapli  of  the  24th  states  that  an  officer 
who  arrived  here  direct  from  South  Carolina  last  night  gives  ns  some  interesting 
items  concerning  the  evacuation  of  Charleston.  The  evacuation  took  place  on 
Fridav  ni^ht,  and  the  city  was  occupied  by  about  500  Yankees,  wlio  lauded  iu  small 
boats  about  12  o'clock  on  Saturday.  All  the  cotton  (some  6,000  bales)  and  the  ship- 
ping was  destroyed,  and  the  guns  spiked  by  the  military  authorities.  The  city  is 
now  but  little  more  than  a  heap  of  ruins.  When  the  Yankees  enfaired  nearly  half 
of  it  was  in  nshes,  and  a  terrible  lire  was  still  raging.  The  fire  onginiited  in  two 
ways     A  tjuantity  of  damaged  powder  had  been  left  at  the  depot  of  the  Northeastern 
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Kailroail  Compauy,  among  a  mimber  of  other  articles.  A  crowd  of  negroes  and  citi- 
zens of  tlic  lower  class  had  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  ]>illasc.  While  there  a  boy 
in  sport  fired  a  small  quantity  of  loosi;  i)0wder,  which,  commuuicatini"'  with  that  in 
the  boxes,  ignited  the  whole,  causing  a  terrible  explosion,  with  considerable  loss  of 
life.  The  inuneuse  depot  building  was  blown  to  atoms,  and  the  lire  spread  rapidly 
to  the  adjoining  houses.  It  burned  with  groat  rapidity,  and  extended  as  far  up  ou 
King  street  as  the  Soldiers'  Home.  About  the  same  time  a  firo  broke  out  in  another 
portion  of  the  city,  caused  by  the  burning  of  the  Savannah  bridge.  This  fire  was 
also  very  destructive,  and  the,  two  combined  extended  from  river  to  river.  Numer- 
ous other  tires  also  occurred  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  said  to  have  been  the  work 
of  the  citizens  themselves.  All  this  occurred  before  the  occupation  of  the  city  by 
the  Yankees.  Our  forces  nuder  General  Hardee  have  gone  in  the  right  direction.  It 
is  not  permissible  to  state  where  they  are,  but  they  will  he  found  where  they  are 
most  needed. 

From  Korfh  Carolina. — The  Raleigh  Conservative  alludes  to  Sherman's  oi)erations, 
and  indulges  the  lio])e  that  if  our  plans  arc  not  thwarted  our  able  generals  and  brave 
troops  in  that  quarter  will  be  able  to  "  bag"  liini  or  send  him  howling  to  the  rear. 
If  the  report  Jtrought  us  by  telegraph  that  the  small  force  left  by  him  at  Columbia 
has  been  expelled  be  true,  then  the  rejiulse  in  front,  should  he  sutler  such,  would 
probably  render  his  affairs  desperate  in  the  extreme,  but  wo  will  not  speculate  further 
in  regard  to  matters  which  must  cease  to  bo  matters  of  mere  speculation  soon. 

Frovi  the  llahigh  Progress  of  the  :l'Sih . —The  Yankee  prisoners  have  all  been  sent 
from  the  camps  near  this  place  to  Northeast  bridge  for  the  j)urposo  of  being 
exchanged.  Many  others  from  (irecnsborough  and  Salisbury  have  passed  through 
here  to  the  same  destination.  All  Federal  prisoners  in  North  Candina  are  to  be 
exchanged,  we  learn,  at  Northeast  bridge,  a  few  miles  from  Wilmington.  We  pre- 
sume the  exchange  will  he  completed  in  a  few  days. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutcnan  t-  General. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  March  3,  1865—11  a.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 
Altbougli  I  am  not  positively  advised  of  tlie  fact,  I  tliink  Sherman 
and  Scliolield  are  in  communication,   and  both,  therefore,  perfectly 
secure. 

U.  S.  GllANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  J).  C,  March  3, 1805—11  «.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 
General  Carroll  was  ordered  with  General  Bancock  on  Sunday  last 
General  Crocker  was  ordered  East  some  time  ago,  but  probably  has  not 
been  able  to  make  the  journey  in  the  winter.  Vessels  sent  from  here  to 
Cape  Fear  River  are  sent  back  to  discharge  at  Jleaufort.  If  a  chance 
has  been  made  in  this  respect  notice  should  be  given  to  the  (Quarter- 
master's Department,  in  order  to  save  time  and  expense. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  8ta_f. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  3, 1865— i  p.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck,  (Received  «  p.  m.) 

Washinr/ton : 
I  have  not  heard  from  General  Schofield  since  General  Comstock 
returned  from  him.    It  is  hkely  he  has  concluded  to  open  the  road  from 
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Xew  Beiiie  alone.  If  so,  he  will  want  all  accumulation  of  supplies  taken 
there.  I  am  now  looking  for  the  return  of  a  staff  officer  sent  to  Wil- 
mington, and  when  he  gets  back  will  know  whether  vessels  are  to  be 
stonpeil  at  Beaufort  or  not,  and  will  direct  accordingly. 

U.  S.  (IRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

(Jheraw,  S.  €.,  March  3,  1805—1.40  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen,  W,  T.  Sheeman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
Geneeal:  GeneralBlairenteredhereataboutll.SOa. m., skirmishing 
with  the  enemy's  cavalry.  Hardee  left  with  the  last  of  his  troops  this 
morning.  General  Mower  pushed  with  all  his  might,  and  tried  io  save 
the  bridge,  but  could  not  do  it.  We  have  17  pieces  of  artillery  as  far 
as  counted,  about  2,000  muskets,  and  1  building  containing  ammuni- 
tion. The  enemy's  skirmishers  are  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
General  Blair  will  encamp  here  to-night,  and  General  Logan  about 
eight  miles  to  the  rear,  on  Thompson's  Creek.  I  send  you  Fayetteville 
Observer  of  the  27th  instant  [ultimo].  An  expedition  was  sent  to  break 
the  railroad,  with  instructions  to  make  a  very  small  break,  as  I  thought 
you  may  want  to  use  the  road  for  some  purpose. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  nOWAKD, 

Major-General. 


Udqes.  Militaey  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Fields  Chester  field  ^  H.  C,  March  3,  1805 — J3.,30  p.  m. 

Major-(ieneral  Howaed, 

GommaiuJiitg  Bight  Wi7ig  : 
Geneeal:  Your  dispatch,  of  .3.30  p.  m.  of  yesterday,  from  Black 
Creek,  is  just  received.  I  wrote  this  a.  m.  to  General  Blair  a  letter*  to 
be  sent  you,  which  may  reach  you  before  this,  but  will  repeat.  Slocum 
took  Chesterfield  yesterday,  driving  Butler'scavalry  to  and  through  the 
town,  but  the  enemy  broke  one  of  the  bridges  and  burned  the  other. 
Both  are  now  repaired,  and  Slocum  will  push  one  division  down  on  the 
north  bank  so  as  to  uncover  your  crossing;  but  send  me  word  as  soon 
as  you  are  over,  that  the  Twentieth  Corps  may  cross  over  to  the  I'edee 
toward  Sneedsborough,  where  I  want  his  wing  and  the  cavalry  to  cross 
over.  Of  course  I  am  a  little  impatient  to  get  across  Pedee  before 
Beauregard  can  swing  around  from  Charlotte  and  Salisbury  and  oppose 
our  crossing.  Once  across  Pedee,  I  don't  fear  the  whole  Confederate 
army,  for  if  need  be  we  can  swing  in  against  the  right  bank  of  Cape 
Fear  and  work  down  till  we  meet  (mr  people,  but  I  shall  aim  to  reach 
Fayetteville  and  Goldsborougli,  where  i  know  Schotield  must  now  be. 
I  have  ordered  Davis  from  McManns'  Bridge  via  Mount  Croghan  to 
Sneedsborough,  and  Kilpatrick  is  above  him  toward  Wadesborough. 
Poads  are  very  bad  n]>  liere,  either  quicksand  or  red  clay.  The  country 
is  also  poor;  still  thus  far  we  find  forage,  bacon,  and  corn  meal.  I  met 
at  Winnsborough  Mrs.  Aiken,  wife  of  the  very  Colonel  Aiken  you  report 
as  killed  m  the  light  with  JJuncan.    She  was  a  Miss  Gayler,  of  Mobile, 
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sister  of  Mrs.  General  Gorgas,  of  the  rebel  Orduance  Department.  In 
Ler  conversation  with  uje  she  said  she  supposed  her  husband  would 
have  to  "  submit  or  get  killed,"  and  I  answered  her  that  such  was  the 
case,  but  I  hardly  thought  so  soon  to  be  a  prophet.  I  will  send  your 
letter  to  Slocum,  with  instructions  to  read  it  and  push  one  or  two  divis- 
ions down  toward  Cheraw  as  fast  as  possible,  leaving  his  wagons  near 
the  Sneedsborough  road.  1  will  stay  here  to-night  and  to-morrow  come 
down,  in  hopes  to  go  into  Cheraw.  I  don't  believe  Hardee  will  fight  on 
tliis  side  the  river,  and  it  is  now  too  late  for  him  to  slip  out  by  way  of 
Wadesborough.  Your  rear  divisions  will  have  plenty  of  time  to  close 
up  whilst  you  are  getting  your  crossing  secured  and  bridged.  I  take 
it  all  the  bridges  across  Thompson's  Greek  are  gone,  unless  it  be  the 
railroad  bridge,  which  may  have  been  spared  for  the  sake  of  the  wounded 
that  must  still  be  there.  I  also  feel  confident  that  Wilmington  is  in 
our  possession,  and  that  none  of  its  garrison  is  at  Cheraw. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAX, 

Major-Qenerol. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Chesterfield,  March  3,  1865 — o.4o  p.  m. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
General:  Your  dispatch  from  Cheraw  to  the  general-in-chief  is 
received.  He  has  written  you  twice  to  day,  viz,  once  direct  and  once 
to  Major-General  Blair,  and  he  desires  me  to  say  those  letters  contain 
his  views  and  wishes  as  regards  immediate  operations,  i.  e.,  for  you  to 
concentrate  your  command  at  Cheraw  and  make  a  crossing  of  and 
lodgment  beyond  the  Pedee  with  all  possible  dispatch,  as  it  is  all- 
important  we  at  once  hold  its  left  bank.  If  you  think  j'ou  will  have 
time  the  general  would  like  to  have  you  send  any  kind  of  a  force  from 
the  rear  portion  of  your  (tommand — probably  mounted  would  be  the 
best — down  to  Florence,  with  directions  to  destroy  anything  of  public 
property  there.  We  will  come  into  Cheraw  to-morrow  morning.  It  is 
not  probable  there  is  anything  of  an  enemy  at  Florence. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cheraw,  A'.  6'.,  March  .9,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  if  General  J.  E. 
Smith's  division  has  not  yet  left  the  vicinity  of  New  Market  it  be 
instructed  to  remain  there  for  a  day  or  two  to  collect  provisions  and 
use  the  mills  at  that  point.  He  does  not  mean  to  limit  him  to  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  New  Market,  but  that  he  can  have  two  days  to  reach 
this  point  so  that  he  may  supply  himself,  and,  if  not  too  far  on  the 
direct  road,  he  may  march  via  Society  Hill.  He  wishes  you  also  to 
organize  as  large  a  body  of  mounted  men  [as  possible]  froni  among  the 
foragers,  and  such  other  mounted  men  as  can  be  spared  by  you,  for  an 
expedition  to  Florence.    It  will  destroy  all  trestle-work  and  bridges 
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en  route  to  tliat  point,  break  the  railroad  near  there,  burn  the  bridge 
an<l  all  public  property.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  be 
ordered  to  leport  to  you  and  will  form  a  part  of  the  expedition  which 
will  rendezvous  at  the  crossroads  seven  miles  from  Cheraw,  at  9  a.  m. 
tomorrow,  and  start  from  that  point.  The  mounted  force  organized  by 
you  will  be  placed  in  charge  of  a  competent  oiticer  to  be  selected  by 
you.  It  will  briug  back  such  provisions,  particularly  of  breadstuffs,  as 
can  be  carried  on  a  horse.  Capt.  C.  B.  Eeese,  chief  engineer,  will 
bridge  the  Pedee  near  this  point.  Tou  will  send  forward  the  section 
of  the  pontoon  with  your  corps  as  soon  as  possible  to-morrow  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAJST  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- GeneruJ. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thomps07i's  Bridge,  S.  C,  March  3,  1S65. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  l)cpartment  and.  Army  of  the  Tennessee  : 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding  that  I  have  encamped  the  First  and  Fourth 
Divisions  of  my  corps  on  Thompson's  Creek,  near  the  bridge,  with  the 
Second  Division  in  camp  on  this  side  of  and  the  Third  Division  on 
the  other  side  of  Juniper  Creek.  My  headquarters  are  with  the  First 
and  Fourth  Divisions. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
(In  temporary  absence  of  the  major-general.) 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  3, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that,  in  the  absence  of 
further  orders,  you  move  through  Cheraw  tomorrow  and  encamp  on 
the  north  side  of  the  town,  moving  out  on  the  plank  road.    Our  head- 
quarters are  at  the  house  of  Doctor  Wilson,  in  the  uiiper  part  of  town. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thompson'' s  Creek,  S.  C,  March  3,  1865. 
Mnj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  1st  instant, 
having  built  a  substantial  bridge  over  Lynch's  Creek,  I  began  crossing 
my  command,  and  at  9  the  morning  of  the  2d  I  started  from  the  east 
side  of  the  creek,  marching  as  far  as  New  Market.  I  here  succeeded 
in  crossing  but  one  brigade  over  Big  Black  Creek,  when  it  was  found 
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uecossary  to  lay  the  pontoons,  so  that  my  division  was  not  all  over 
until  nearly  daylight  this  morning.  Moving  right  out  from  camp  again, 
at  (i  a.  m.  to-day,  1  continued  my  advance,  moving  by  the  Camden  and 
Clieraw  road  to  my  present  camp  on  the  south  side  of  Thompson's 
Creek,  making  twenty-live  miles  to-day.  My  troops  arc  encamped  on 
a  high  ridge  of  land,  about  one  mile  from  the  creek,  facing  eastward. 
My  headquarters  are  near  the  main  road,  one  mile  back  from  the 
stream. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  K.  WOODS, 
lircvct  Major- (Icncral. 


IlDQES.  Second  ]>ivision,  Fipteentu  Aumy  Cokp^, 

Juniper  Creek,  <V.  C,  Mureh  J,  1805. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  crossed  Black 
Creek  at  G.30  a.  m.  to-day  on  the  pontoon  bridge  and  moved  forward  to 
and  crossed  Juniper  Creek,  where  camped,  having  marched  eighteen 
miles. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AV.  B.  IIAZKN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarteks  Fifteenth  Army  Coups, 

Thompson'' s  Bridge,  8.  6'.,  March  3,  1865. 
Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Howard  told  him  that  he  had  ordered  the  mills  at  Kellytown 
to  be  run  for  the  benefit  of  the  Third  Division,  as  that  command  was 
almost  out  of  subsistence,  and  that  General  Oliver  Avas  working  them 
for  that  purpose.  In  view  of  these  circumstances  he  requests,  should 
it  not  have  been  done  already,  that  the  meal  obtained  at  the  Kellytown 
mills  be  turned  over  to  General  Smith's  commissary  for  use  in  his 
division. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

,,  .    ,,    „,  Juiiijier  Creek,  IS.  C,  March  3,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull,  ' 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at 
Kelly's  farm  at  6  o'clock  this  a.  m.,  and  marched  on  Kelly's  Bridge  road 
to  near  Big  Black  Creek,  thence  on  neighborhood  road  to  main  Camden 

and  Cher  aw  road;  crossed  Big  Black  Creek  at bridge  and  marched 

to  Juniper  Creek,  a  distance  of  twenty-nine  miles,  the  rear  of  the  com- 
mand arriving  at  G  p.  m.  The  division  is  encamped  upon  both  sides  of 
the  mam  road  fronting  southwest  and  covering  all  approaches  from  the 
rear. 
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While  upon  tlie  nvest  side  of  and  near  Big  Black  Creek  a  party  of 
rebel  cavalry  unmbering-  about  thirty  entered  the  road  between  the 
mounted  and  infantry  advance,  which  were  not  more  than  500  or  000 
yards  apart,  and  captured  Ljeut.  Col.  James  Isamingcr,  Sixty-third 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanding  pioneer  corps,  and  one  en- 
listed juau.  They  also  killed  one  of  the  teamsters  who  had  gone  in 
advance.  It  was  supposed,  until  too  late,  that  they  were  our  own 
men,  being  dressed  in  complete  suits  of  Federal  uniform.  I  sent  what 
few  mounted  men  I  had  with  me  in  pursuit  but  -did  not  succeed  in 
overtaking  them.  I  was  unable  to  comply  with  orders  fioiii  corps 
headquarters,  received  last  evening,  requiring  me  to  have  four  wagons 
tilled  with  meal  and  forage.  Upon  the  arrival'  of  my  commissary  of 
subsistence  at  the  "mill,  he  found  an  olHcer  belonging  to  the  Second 
Division  in  charge,  who  said  that  he  had  not  received  any  instructions 
to  grind  corn  for  or  to  give  up  the  mill  to  this  division,  but  had  been 
instructed  to  grind  all  the  corn  he  had  for  theii'  own  command.  He 
finally  consented  to  give  up  the  mill  at  2  o'clock  this  a.  m.  These 
headquarters  are  at  Campbell's  house. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  B.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqe«.  FoiTKTH  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Thompson's  Creek,  !S.  (J.,  March  3, 1805. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  tiie  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  division  this  instant.  Incompliance  with  orders  from  the 
major-general  commanding  corps,  received  the  2d  instant,  I  broke  camp 
at  7  a.  m.,  and  moved  on  the  direct  Camdeu  and  Cheraw  road  across 
Junii)er  Creek  to  Thompson's  Creek,  fifteen  miles  distant.  Upon  arriv- 
ing at  this  point  I  found  a  portion  of  the  trains  of  the  Seventeenth 
Corps  had  not  yet  made  the  crossing,  and  in  accordance  with  instruc- 
tions have  placed  my  division  in  bivouac  near  the  creek  and  bridge. 
The  brigade  left  with  Major-General  Howard  at  Black  Creek  rejoined 
the  division  this  evening. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COItSE, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Special        )        Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 
FiELjj  Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

1^0,  32.  )  On  Thompson^  Creek,  S.  C,  March  3, 1805. 

»  IF  *  *  »  *  * 

II.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  10 
a.  m.  to-morrow,  infantry  in  following  order :  Third  Brigade  in  advance. 
Second  Brigade  in  the  center,  and  the  First  Brigade  in  rear.  Trains 
and  battery  in  same  order  as  heretofore,  and  infantry  marching  by  tiie 
side  of  trains,  except  two  regiments  as  an  advance,  and  one  as  a  rear 
guard. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 
•^  L.  IT.  EVKETS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Hdqks.  Militaky  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Chesterfield,  S.  C,  March  3, 1865—6  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  7.45  p.  in.) 
Geueral  F.  T.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Corps: 

General  :  Your  messenger  with  copies  of  General  Howard's  letter 
and  your  reply  is  received.  I  trust  you  have  marched  in  accordance 
with  your  reply  to  the  general,  but  if  not,  do  so  at  once,  for  this  corps 
is  near  enough  in  support,  and  report  to  General  Howard  your  action 
and  my  orders.  I  expect  to  see  you  soon,  aud  will  explain  my  reasons 
and  information.  Don't  break  the  railroad  bridge  across  Thompson's 
Creek,  as  it  will  be  useful  to  Howard,  but  tap  the  railroad  below  Ghe- 
raw  at  any  point  convenient  other  than  that  of  Thompson's  Creek.  We 
hold  Chesterfield,  and  one  of  the  bridges,  viz,  that  on  the  Wades- 
borough  road,  but  the  enemy  burned  the  other  on  tho  Cheraw  road, 
two  miles  out,  where  Jackson's  division  is  now  repairing. 

Have  your  pontoons  at  the  head  of  column,  or  enough  for  150  feet  of 
bridge.  Feign  at  several  points,  but  cross  at  one.  We  will  operate 
north  of  Thompson's  Creek.  If  you  get  a  chance  let  Mower  and  Force 
do  some  of  their  s^rp,  quick  work.  I  hardly  hope  to  save  the  big 
bridge  across  the  J:  l.'nj  at  Cheraw,  but  it  is  worth  tlie  effort.  Once 
start  the  enemy,  keep  hiiu  going,  and  force  him  across  Pedee,  or  rather 
up  the  plank  road  on  this  side.  Let  us  hear  your  artillery  occasionally, 
but  don't  waste  ammunition.  When  you  get  the  forks  of  the  road 
below  Thompson's  Creek  send  me  word  here.  Send  this  to  General  How- 
ard as  explanation  for  your  advance,  and  I  want  him  up  as  soon  as  he 
can  get  all  up  in  good  shape.  As  soon  as  you  have  got  both  banks  of 
•Thompson's  Creek,  set  the  engineer  regiment  at  work  on  the  bridge, 
unless  the  banks  are  low  and  favorable  to  pontoons;  but  we  will  want 
the  pontoons  before  you  are  done  with  the  Thompson's  Creek  bridge.  I 
take  it  for  granted  the  enemy  will  burn  the  road  bridge,  but  think  he 
will  spare  the  railroad  bridge.  Cheraw  is  full  of  hospitals,  but  not 
much  stores.  Hardee  is  there,  but  Hampton  is  not.  We  encountared 
Butler's  cavalry  here,  but  they  gave  to  a  skirmish  line. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


Headquaktees  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  3, 1865. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  advance  entered  this 
town  about  12  m.,  having  skirmished  with  the  enemy's  cavalry  for 
seven  miles.  I  endeavored  to  save  the  bridge  on  the  Pedee  by  push- 
ing ibrward  my  skirmish  line  rapidly  as  possible,  but  just  as  the  men 
reached  it,  it  was  fired  at  the  other  end,  and,  being  prepared  with  rosin, 
the  flame  spread  like  lightning,  and  it  was  completely  destroyed.  I 
shall  lay  my  pontoon  tonight  if  possible.  The  enemy  arc  in  some 
force  on  the  other  side.  I  found  in  the  city  twenty-four  jneces  of  artil- 
lery, heavy  and  light,  and  a  large  amount  of  ammunition.  The  com- 
missary stores  were  in  the  depot  aud  fired  by  the  enemy  before  leaving 
liespectfuUy, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 
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Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Coiu's, 

^o.  57.  (  Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  3,  1865. 

*  ****** 

II.  In  order  to  obtain  in  a  systematic  manner  the  sup])lies  tliat  are 
in  the  city,  tbe  following  orders  aie  made  : 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  cause 
details  to  examine  every  house  in  the  town  and  take  therefrom  all 
breadstuffs,  rice,  potatoes,  meat,  sugar,  &c.,  except  sufficient  to  last 
the  families  in  the  houses  from  which  the  stores  are  taken  ten  days. 

A  commissioned  officer  will  accompany  each  detail,  and  he  will  be 
held  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  his  men.  Wagons  will  be  sent 
Avith  each  detail,  and  the  stores  so  collected  will  be  gathered  togetlier 
and  proportioned  by  Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  W.  Mills,  chief  commissary  of 
subsistence,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  among  the  command. 

The  houses  occupied  by  general  officers  will  not  be  examined. 

Each  house  will  be  examined  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  detail, 
and  the  men  will  not  be  permitted  to  enter  houses  except  in  presence 
of  the  officers. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

0.  CADLE,  Jr., 
A  snisian  f  A  djuiant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Cher  air,  S.  6'.,  March  3,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 

Commanding  First  J)ivision: 
General:  The  .major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  he  wishes  you  to  effect  a  crossing  and  lodgment,  if  practicable,  on 
tlie  opposite  side  of  the  Pedee  River,  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow.  He 
yeishes  you  to  feel  their  skirmish  line  both  above  and  below  the  bridge, 
in  order  that  a  point  may  be  found  where  troops  can  be  crossed  with 
out  loss.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  pontoon  has  been  instructed 
to  furnish  you  what  boats  you  may  want. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
A  ssisia  nt  A  dju  taut-  (rev  era  I. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
III  the  Field,  Chesterfield,  8.  C,  March  H,  1803 — 7'  a.  m. 
Major-General  Slocim, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 
General:  General  Kilpatrick  reports  that  he  is  near  Blakeny's, 
and  will  move  to-day  around  the  head  of  Thompson's  Creek  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Sinclair's  and  reconnoiter  well  across  to  tlje  Pedee. 
General  Blair  also  reports  from  his  position  thirteen  miles  from  Cheraw 
on  the  Camden  road.  General  Howard  halted  him  there  till  the 
Fifteenth  got  up  in  supporting  distance.  The  Fifteenth  has  been 
delayed  by  all  sorts  of  mishaps  occasioned  by  liigh  waters,  but  General 
Blair,  pursuant  to  my  orders,  is  now  moving  straight  on  Clieraw.  I 
want  you  to  finish  up  the  two  bridges,  get  up  your  troops  from  the 
rear,  and  move  the  Twentieth  toward  Cheraw,  north  of  Thompson's 
Creek,  until  you  know  that  General  Blair  is  in  Cheraw,  when  it  will 
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work  acro.ss  to  the  plank  road  and  up  to  Sneedsborougli,  -where  I 
design  your  vring  and  the  cavalry  to  cross  over.  Yon  may  instruct 
General  Davis  to  move  on  Sneedsborougli  at  once,  but  I  don't  see  as 
he  can  do  better  than  to  come  here  and  use  your  upper  bridge  unless 
he  gets  better  roads  and  more  forage  by  Mount  Croghan,  Sinclair's, 
Mc(Jnaig's,  &c.  I  believe  that  Hardee  is  at  Cheraw  with  his  Charles- 
ton garrison,  and  it  may  be  part  of  the  Wilmington  forces,  but  I  rather 
tliinlc  these  latter  will  be  used  to  meet  Schofield  about  Goldsborough, 
but  1  want  Hardee  attacljed  rapidly  and  boldly,  if  in  any  position  this 
side  the  Pedee.  If  he  makes  the  mistake  to  fight  on  this  side  we 
ought  to  catch  him.  I  have  instructed  General  Kilpatrick  to  get  a 
brigade  of  cavalry  across  to  the  plank  road  at  once  to  observe  and 
attack  any  force  moving  on  that  road  from  any  direction.  If  Hardee 
tries  to  escape  toward  Wadesborough  we  must  let  go  our  trains  and 
attack  him  in  flank.  I  think  Beauregard,  without  many  wagons,  is 
tied  to  his  Charlotte  and  Danville  railroad.  He  would  not  dare  depend 
on  the  coast  road,  held  as  it  is,  and  threatened  at  Goldsborough.  Let 
us  get  across  the  Pedee  at  all  hazards  as  soon  as  possible,  and  then 
we  are  all  right  with  Fayetteville  as  our  objective  and  the  Cape  Fear 
liiver  as  an  alternate  base  of  operatiojis. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEliMAN, 
Major- (ieucrut,  Vonnmoiiliiifj. 


Hdouh.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  Field,  Chesterfield,  IS.  C,  March  3,  ISO::. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  'Wing: 
Genekal  :  Tomorrow  the  general-in-chief  will  move  into  Cheraw  and 
join  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  He  wishes  you  to  proceed  and  cross 
the  Pedee  with  your  command  at  Sneedsborough  as  soon  as  ])0SRib]e, 
and  also  directs  me  to  say  he  will  make  full  orders  at  Cheraw  for  the 
next  movement. 

I  am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  A  djuiant  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Chesterfield  Court-Honsv,  /S'.  C,  March  ,■;,  JSdS. 
Bvt.  Majj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  von  start 
your  command  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight,  move  to  Sneedsborough, 
and  there  throw  a  pontoon  bridge  over  the  river  and  eifect  a  crossin-v 
1  am  directed  to  say  that  the  ItigUt  Wing  has  occupied  Cheraw,  tin". 
ZT^'^^^f^.  evacuated  the  town,  leaving  eighteen  pieces  of  arti  lery 
and  J,0()0  stand  ot  small-arms.  General  Sherman  has  imsit.vc  infor- 
mation of  the  evacuation  of  Charleston  and  the  capture  of  Wilmington 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEAXX^TAKTERS   FOT'R'IIEENTH   ArMY   COEl'S, 

Two  Milen  in  advance  of  Horton\i,  March  3,  1805. 
Bng.  Gen.  J.  D.  ]\roRGAN, 

Vommanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
^  General  :  The  generul  commanding  directs  that  if  you  reach  Mount 
Croghau  to-day,  you  make  inquiry  in  regard  to  tlic  road  leading  to  the 
left  tcnvard  the  Baptist  Church,  and  thence  toward  Powell's  (and  leav- 
ing Chesteriield  Court-Ucmse  to  the  right),  and  if  this  road  is  rejiorted 
practicable  talvc  it  as  your  route  toward  Gheraw. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McOLUiiG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


llDQKs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thumpsoii's  Creek;  S.  C,  March  3,  1805 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Major  GriNDON, 

Aide-de-Canqj,  Major-General  Slociim's  Staff': 
MAJdR :  I  am  going  into  camp  at  this  point  with  my  division  after  a 
march  of  twenty-three  miles;  the  bridge  at  this  point  has  been  destroyed 
and  no  f(ud  for  the  trains.  I  will  commence  immediately  the  con- 
struction of  another  bridge,  and  will  push  on  in  the  morning  as  soon 
a.s  it  is  completed.  .1  am  still  on  w.hat  is  called  Haile's  Ferry  road, 
and  as  yet  have  been  unable  to  get  any  reliable  information  about  a 
road  leading  to  Sneedsborough.  From  Mount  Croghau  to  this  point 
the  road  is  liea-\y  but  not  hilly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqbs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thompson^  Creel;  8.  C,  March  3, 1805 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McClurg, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Fourleentli  Army  Corps : 
Ci>LONEL:  I  am  going  into  camp  with  my  division  at  this  point  after 
a  march  of  twenty-three  miles.  The  bridge  over  this  creek  has  been 
destroyed  or  I  should  have  gone  two  miles  farther.  Another  bridge 
will  be  immediately  constructed.  I  will  push  forward  in  the  morning 
as  soon  as  the  bridge  is  com])leted  in  the  direction  of  Sneedsborough, 
Ilf.  C,  in  accordance  with  orders  received  this  morning  from  General 
Slocum,  of  which  order  I  understand  you  have  been  informed.  The 
road  from  the  top  of  the  hill  this  side  of  Lynch's  Creek  to  Mount 
Croghau  excellent;  from  that  point  to  the  creek  heavy  but  not  hilly. 
There  will  be  no  diflBculty  about  the  trains  of  the  corps  getting  over 
the  roads. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Chesterfield,  S.  C,  March  3, 1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Sneedsborough  in  the 
following  order:  Third  Division,  Second  Division,  First  Division.    The 
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Third  Division  will  start  at  G.30  a.  m.  The  other  divisions  will  start  in 
time  to  close  up  to  the  trains  of  the  divisions  that  are  to  precede  them. 
The  troops  of  the  Third  Division  will  march  unencumbered  in  the 
advance,  and  Avill  repair  the  roads  for  the  trains.  General  Geary  will 
dispose  of  his  troops  so  as  to  cover  the  trains  of  his  own  and  General 
Ward's  division.  General  Jackson  will  detail  one  brigade  as  rear 
fiuard.  The  artillery  will  occupy  the  same  positions  in  tlie  column  as 
lieretofore.  'The  artillery  annnunitiou  train,  will  follow  the  train  of  the 
Third  Division. 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

GIIAS.  MOYP^IJ, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


CiKCULAE.J  Headquarters  Twentieth  Aemy  Corps, 

Chesterfield,  S.  C,  March  3,  I860. 

The  major-general  commanding  respectfully  calls  the  attention  of 
officers  of  this  command  to  orders  and  circulars  previously  published 
in  regard  to  forwarding  captured  maps  to  department  headquarters. 
IMaps  of  the  State  of  iNorth  Carolina  are  now  particularly  desired  to 
facilitate  military  operations.  Any  person  attached  to  this  corps  who 
now  has  or  hereafter  may  become  in  possession  of  maps  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  will  forward  them  without  delay  to  corps  head- 
quarters. There  has  been  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  oflicers  and  men 
to  comjily  with  orders  heretofore  issued  relative  to  tlie  prom])t  trans- 
mittal of  maps  through  the  i)roper  channels;  those  who  fail  to  do  so 
hereafter  will  be  severely  reprimanded. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

II.  W.  PEKKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Chesterfield,  8.  C,  March.  3,  1803— ti  a.  m. 
Major- General  Kilpatriok, 

Commaiidinff-  Cavalry : 
General:  I  got  your  dispatch  from  Blakeny's-  last  night.  I  want 
you  to  interpose  between,  Charlotte  and  Cheraw  till  we  are  across, 
(leneral  Blair's  head  of  column  was  thirteen  miles  southwestof  Cheraw 
last  night.  General  Jackson's  division  of  Twentieth  Corps  pushed 
Butler's  cavalry  at  a  run  through  Chesterfield  and  across  the  bridges 
of  Thompson's  Creek,  saving-  the  one  on  the  Wadesborough  road, 
exceptmg  one  post,  which  the  enemy  had  time  to  cut.  The  other 
bridge,  on  the  Cheraw  road,  was  burned.  The  balance  of  the  corps  is 
pretty  well  strung  out  byreason  of  the  roads.  I  don't  know  exactly 
where  General  Davis  is,  but  will  direct  him  on  Sueedsborough ;  and 
would  1  ike  you  to  report  to  me  the  nature  of  the  roads,  especially  the  one 
from  Mount  Oroghan  by  Sinclair's.  By  the  way,  that  is  yonr  true  posi- 
tion, and  you  should  get.  a  party  over  on  the  plank  road  on  the  line  of 
Jones'  Creek  and  cutoff  any  courier  line  from  Wadesborough.  I 
think  Hardee  will  try  and  escape  toward  Wadesborough,  and  in  that 
event  you  will  strike  his  flank  anyhow ;  and  I  want  you  to  let  go  every- 
thing and  cut  his  column,  reporting-  to  me,  that  I  may  throw  inttmtry 
across :  but  until  I  hear  the  exacit  state  of  matters  at  Cheraw  will  move 
the  iCight  W  ing  on  Cheraw  and  Left  on  Sueedsborough.    I  don't  much 
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care  now  what  Beauregard  does.  He  Las  no  railroad  now  to  circulate 
on  and  must  foot  it  now,  as  we  do,  and  be  has  not  the  trains  that  we 
have.  Still  he  can  move  more  rapidly  tlian  we.  I  want,  of  course,  to  get 
across  Pedee  and  then  will  fight  him  where  he  pleases,  and  don't  care 
for  his  Virginia  re-enforcements.  We  have  to  meet  them  some  time, 
and  now  as  well  as  later;  only  let  me  know  in  advance,  as  much  as 
possible,  the  route  or  routes  ou  which  his  infantry  moves.  His  cavalry 
gives  no  clue  on  which  I  can  judge.  My  belief,  however,  is  that 
Beanregard  is  tied  to  a  railroad,  and  that  railroad  will  be  from  Char- 
lotte to  Danville.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Wilmington  is,  or  soon  will  be, 
in  our  hands,  and,  moreover,  that  Schofield  will  or  has  made  a  lodg- 
ment on  the  Goldsborough  road.  A.  mere  strong  picket  of  observation 
toward  Monroe,  to  give  General  Davis  notice  of  the  approach  of  danger, 
will  suffice.  The  bulk  of  your  force  should  be  north  of  Thompson's 
Creek,  from  Burch's  up  toward  Jones'  Creek.  Keconnoitering  j)arties 
should  examine  Pedee  from  Jones'  Creek  down,  but  do  nothing  to 
show  a  purpose  to  cross. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAlSr, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Cavalry  Command,  Army  of  Invasion, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C,  March  S,  1865. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
Major:  The  en  em  j"^  appeared  in  a  considerable  force  this  morning 
from  the  direction  of  Monroe,  on  the  road  to  Blakeny's,  and  skirmished 
with  Colonel  Spencer's  command,  which  crossed  that  road  at  10  a.  m. 
to-day  at  a  i)oint  about  six  miles  north  of  Blakeny's.  After  striking  the 
Chesterfield  and  Monroe  road  I  moved  down  to  Hornsborough  Post- 
Office,  then  out  upon  the  Wadesborough  road  to  within  ten  miles  of  that 
point,  where  my  own  headquarters  now  are.  My  scouts  have  felt  the 
enemy  all  day  upon  the  left.  I  think  Allen's  division  of  cavalry  is  now 
on  the  road  from  White's  Store  to  Wadesborough.  I  do  not  know 
what  other  forces  of  the  enemy  may  be  with  him.  I  send  you  a  map* 
indicating  my  encampment  and  country  watched  by  my  troops.  I  have 
had  a  horrible  road  to  march  on  today.  To-morrow  I  shall  move  to  the 
vicinity  of  Sneedsborough  unless  I  hear  from  you.  Five  miles  of  this 
road  will  be  red  slate  and  firm,  after  tliat  sandy,  and  of  course  good. 
I  have  a  scouting  party  in  Wadesborough,  who  will  bring  me  informa 
fion  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  Artillery  firing  is  now  heard 
north  of  and  near  to  Clay's  Creek.  Spencer,  an  hour  since,  had  passed 
The  road  coming  in  from  Meltonsville  aiid  White's  Store,  and  should  be 
at  this  moment  in  position,  covering  that  road,  where  I  directed  him  to 
encamp  to-night.  My  command  is  all  in  camp,  and  I  believe  my  posi- 
tion a  good  one;  covering,  however,  as  I  do  so  many  roads,  I  shall 
have  comparatively  but  a  small  force  to  resist  aiiy  determined  attack 
upon  either  one.  I  will  be  massed,  however,  at  an  early  hour  tomor- 
row  morning  ou  Chesterfield  and  Wadesborough  road,  at  a  poiut  just 
north  of  l^Torth  Carolina  line.  Please  inform  me  what  operations  you 
require  of  me  to-morrow,  and,  if  possible,  for  the  next  day. 

Very  respectfuHv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brevet  Major -General,  Commanding  Cavalry. 

*  Not  found. 
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Wilmington,  March  3,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

I  have  no  information  of  your  movements  later  than  February  24, 
wben  it  is  reported  you  had  turned  eastward  from  about  ChesterviUe. 
1  infer  that  you  are  moving  direct  for  your  original  destination,  ana 
that  vou  may  be  there  by  the  15th  or  ICth.  -  I  liope  to  have  the  railroad 
from 'New  Berne  ready  for  you  by  that  time,  and  to -meet  you  with  sup- 
plies It  will  take  some  time  longer  to  get  this  road  in  use  for  want  ot 
rolliiiff-stock.  Will  have  supplies  here  for  you  if  I  learn  you  are  com- 
ing this  way.  My  latest  information  from  General  Grant  is  February 
24?    He  had  then  learned  of  only  three  brigades  of  Lee's  army  having 

SOi^^^^^^^-  J.  M.  SCnOFlELD, 

Major- General. 


Special  Oebees,  )  IIdqus.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

C  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

]Sfo.  20.  S  Wibnington,  R.  C,  March  3,  1865. 

****** 
lY    The  attention  of  commandiug  officers  is  called  to  General  Orders, 
^"o.  04,  series  of  18C2,   War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
requiring  that  all  property  captured  by  the  army,  or  seized  by  any 
provost-marshal,  or  taken  up  estray,  or  taken  from  soldiers  marching 
ill  the  enemy's  country,  will  be  turned  over  to  the  chiefs  of  the  stall 
departments  to  which  such  property  would  appertain  on  duty  with  the 
troops,  and  will  be  accounted  for  by  them  as  captured  property  and 
used  for  the  public  service,  unless  claimed  by  owners  and  ordered  by 
the  commanding  general  to  be  returned.    In  accordance  with  the  above 
order  all  captured  horses,  nmles,  &c.,  now  in  this  command,  and  all 
captured  in  future,  will  be  at  once  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster's 
department.    Oflicers  of  the  inspector-general's  department  will  strictly 
report  to  these  headquarters  any  non-compliance  with  this  order. 
******* 
VI.  The  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Array  Corps, 
will  be  prepared  to  march  at  daylight  on  the  (>th  instant.    The  following 
transportation  will  be  allowed,  viz:  One  wagon  to  each  regiment  for 
officers'  baggage,  two  to  each  brigade  headquarters,  four  to  division 
headquarters,  and  three  for  each  battery  to  carry  forage.    All  surplus 
baggage  will  be  stored  in  Wilmington  in  charge  of  an  officer  from  each 
division,  and  will  be  sent  to  the  command  by  rail  or  boat  as  soon  as 
practicable.    Forty  rounds  per  man  of  infantry  ammunition  will  be 
carried  in  wagons,  also  two  days'  rations  of  bread,  coft'ee,  sugar,  and 
salt.    All  wagons  will  be  loaded  light  (about  1,500  iiounds  each),  and 
will  carry  in  addition  five  days'  rations  of  forage  for  their  teams. 
The  troops  will  start  with  live  days'  rations,  or  so  much  of  it  as  they 
can  carry  in  haversacks,  which  must  Last  them  full  five  days.    If  the 
Twenty -third  Cordis  has  not  the  full  allowance  of  transportation  required 
by  this  order,  the  deficiency  will  be  supplied  by  the  chief  quarter- 
master from  Major-General  Terry's  corps.    Capt.  George  C.  Winslow, 
assistant  quartermaster,  will  act  as  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps,  and  will  attend  to  the  distribution  of  the  transpor- 
tation required  by  this  order. 

#***#*» 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAjMPBF.LIj, 

Lientenant-Golonel  ami  AHHintant  Adjulaut-Geitcral. 
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Si'KcrAL  Orders,  )        Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 
Xo.  22.  )  Northeast  Station,  N.  C,  March  3,  J8G5. 

I.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  First  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will 
report  with  his  command  to  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  Bates,  commanding 
First  Brigade. 

II.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Thirtieth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 
will  report  with  his  command  to  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  Bates,  command- 
ing First  Brigade. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  J.  Paine: 

SOLON  A.  CARTEK, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  \  Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Xo.  4.  )  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  3,  18G5. 

The  exigencies  of  the  service  require  that  the  railroad  from  More- 
head  City  to  Xew  Berne  and  the  front  be  devoted  exclnsively  to  mili- 
tary bnsiness.  Transportation  of  passengers  and  freight  for  private 
2)urposes  will  cease  from  and  after  this  date.  Officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  will  be  passed  upon  showing  their  authority  for  being  absent 
from  their  commands.  Soldiers  will  be  passed  either  upon  the  author- 
ity of  their  commanding  ofiicers  when  present  or  ujton  transportation 
tickets  issued  by  the  quartermaster's  department.  Civilian  employes 
of  the  Government  and  others  engaged  in  public  business  or  duty  will 
be  passed  upon  passes  issued  from  the  quartermaster's  department,  or 
by  the  commandants  at  New  Berne  and  Morehead  City.  Railroad 
employes  and  laborers  will  be  passed  upon  tickets  issued  by  Col.  W. 
M.  Wright,  chief  of  the  construction  corps.  Civilians  not  in  Govern- 
ment employ  will  be  passed  in  cases  of  necessity  only  on  passes  issued 
from  these  headquarters  or  those  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer  at  New 
Berne.  No  tickets  will  be  sold  and  no  money  for  fares  will  be  collected 
on  the  trains.  A  military  sni)erintendent  and  military  conductors  for 
the  trains  will  be  appointed  by  Brigadier-General  Palmer,  commanding 
First  13ivision  of  the  district,  and  will  be  charged  with  the  execution 
of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  5.  )  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  3, 1865. 

T.  Col.  Charles  H.  Stewart,  Thii-d  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  of  artillery  of  the  district,  and  will  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

li.  The  organization  of  the  troops  of  the  district  into  divisions  being 
only  provisional  and  temporary,  the  duties  of  the  mustering  department 
will  be  performed  for  the  district  and  the  divisions  thereof  as  heretofore 
by  Lieut.  Col.  T.  J.  Kennedy,  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery, 
assistant  commissary  of  musters. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Special       )  Ueadquarteus  First  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  District  of  JBeauport, 

No.  2.  )  NeiD  Berne,  N'.  C,  March  3,  1805. 

XIV.  The  commiiTiding  officer  of  Eoanoke  Island  will  at  once  forward 
to  New  Benie  all  tlie  ofticers  and  men  of  the  troops  at  Eoanoke  Island, 
except  the  One  hundred  and  first  and  One  hundred  and  third  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers.  Captain  Kimball  will  furnish  the  necessary  traus- 
liortation  without  delay. 

******* 

XVI.  The  brigade  of  Colonel  Boughton  will  march  at  daylight  to- 
morrow morning,  executing  its  previous  orders. 

XVII.  That  portion  of  the  Second  Brigade  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Curtiss  will  march  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning  to  the 
l)oint  indicated  in  ])revious  orders.  Upon  arrival  tliere  he  will  report 
his  command  to  Colonel  Claassen,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

March  3,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Gtiief  of  Staff,  U.  &  Armies,  Washington,  T),  C: 
General:  Several  cases  having  been  leferred  to  me  lately  from 
authorized  traders  at  blockaded  ports  regarding  the  disposition  that 
should  be  made  of  goods  received  by  them  in  barter  or  by  purchase  from 
the  inhabitants  residing  within  our  lines  in  their  vicinity,  I  request 
that  the  question  be  referred  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  his  advice  thereon.  Parties  receiving  such  articles  usually 
desire  to  ship  them  Xorth  to  be  sold.  The  question  is,  can  they  be 
shipped  Xorth  from  a  blockaded  port  with  a  permit  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  in  each  case?  I  entertain  the  opinion  that  articles 
other  than  cotton  received  in  exchange  for  goods  which  enter  a  block- 
aded port  as  a  military  necessity  may  leave  that  port  under  the  same 
necessity,  and  I  shall  so  decide  and  act  in  any  urgent  cases  which  may 
require  action  on  my  part  before  I  learn  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  But  goods  actually  purchased  for  money  appear  to  be 
on  a  difierent  footing. 

I  am,  sir,  very  res]iectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

miton  Head,  S.  C,  March  3,  'l8(>5. 

,T  ■     ^  ,  TT  (Received  8.10  p.  m.  7th.) 

Major-General  Halleck,  ' 

^Yashington,  I>.  C: 
About  3,200  white  troops,  organized  as  a  division  of  two  brigades, 
will  move  at  once,  as  ordered  in  your  letter  of  February  10.    The  prison  ■ 
ers  for  exchange  will  start  north  to-morrow  or  next  day.     I  have  no 
recent  news  from  (General  Sherman. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- Ge7ieral. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

miton  Mead,  S.  C,  March  3,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 

(Eeceivecl  8.10  p.  in.  7th,) 
Major-Geiieral  Halleck, 

Cliiif  of  Staff,  Ac,  Washington,  1).  C: 
General:  For  reasous  that  will  be  communicated  by  letter,  I  shall 
semi  but  oue  brigade  of  white  troops  north  at  present,  iu  compliaucc 
with  your  order  of  the  19th  of  February. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


IIeadquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

March  S,  1865. 
General  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

We  want  coal  for  steamers.  Were  it  not  for  a  couple  of  transient 
steamers  now  here  I  would  not  be  able  to  carry  out  the  orders  which  1 
have  received  for  moving  troops.    Can't  something  be  done  for  US'? 

y.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  IIdqrs.  Northern  District, 

V  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  39.  )  Charleston,  S.  C,  March  3,  1865. 

******* 
IX.  The  steamer  Savannah,  as  soon  as  she  shall  have  taken  on 
rations  and  ordnance  stores  and  a  guard,  will  proceed  to  Bonneaii's 
Ferry,  on  the  East  Branch  of  Cooper  River,  and  ferry  at  that  point 
across  the  river  the  Fifty-fourth  New  York  and  Twenty-flrst  U.  S. 
"  Colored  Troops.  The  commanders  of  the  troops  will  then  endeavor  to 
commuuicate  with  Brigadier-General  Totter  and  supply  his  command 
with  rations  and  act  under  his  orders.  If  the  steamer  can  go  up  the 
river  as  for  as  lluger's  Bridge  it  will  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  communi- 
cating with  General  Potter.  The  commander  of  the  steamer  will  be 
held  responsible  that  this  order  is  obeyed. 

Bv  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch : 
^  LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 

Note.— If  the  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers  and  Twenty- 
first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  should  not  be  at  the  place  indicated  the 
steamer  will  await  their  arrival. 


Hdors.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  i,  1805. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  .    .     . 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
General:  Inclosed  please  iiiid  a  copy  of  my  order  of  march.    I  do 
not  expect  to  get  everything  across  and  the  bridge  taken  up  till  Mon- 
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day  night,  so  that  General  John  B.  Smith  and  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
will  have  ample  opportunity  to  fill  up  their  wagons.  I  expect  the 
mounted  force  I  sent  to  Florence  will  be  back  before  Monday  night. 
There  is  a  story  that  6,000  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  have  arrived  at 
Fayetteville. 

Kespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 

[lucluaure.] 

Special       )        Headquartbks  Department  and 
Field  Okdees,  >  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

No.  53.  J  Cheraiv,  S.  C,  March  4,  1805. 

*****  *  * 

II.  The  next  series  of  movements  of  this  command  will  be  on  Fayette- 
ville, N.  C.  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan 
commanding,  will  move  via  Harrington's,  Quick's  Church,  Springfield, 
Laurinburg,  and  Gilchrist's  Church.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
jMiijor-General  Blair  commanding,  will  move  via  Bennettsville,  Barn's 
Bridge,  Stewartsville,  and  Gilopolis  or  Campbell's  Bridge.  General 
Blair  will  cross  the  Pedee  with  his  leading  division  and  all  its  mate- 
rial to-night.  At  0  a.  m.  to  morrow  General  Logan  will  cross  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith's  division  and  move  it  out  via  J.  W.  Harring- 
ton's to  the  vicinity  of  Phill's  Creek,  taking  possession  of  Irby's  Mills 
for  the  use  of  the  division.  General  Blair  will  follow  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  command  and  move  out  to  the  vicinity  of  Naked  Creek  and 
take  possession  of  all  mills. near  Bennettsville.  The  provost-guard  of 
the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  on  duty  in  the  town,  will  be  relieved  to- 
morrow by  a  guard  from  the  rear  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 
As  soon  as  the  crossing  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  is  completed 
the  remainder  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  will  follow  and  move  out, 
with  its  head  of  column  on  Phill's  Creek. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Ghera-w,  8.  C.,  March  4,  1865— S  p.  m. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commandinfi  liifjht  Wing: 
General:  I  have  just  received  your  note  and  the  copy  of  your 
orders.    I  would  not  be  surprised  if  it  were  true  that  some  of  Scho- 
lield's  command  were  at  Fayetteville.    I  know  Grant's  anxiety  for  us 
iind  he  will  move  heaven  and  earth  to  co-operate.    Your  orders  are  all 
right.    I  have  written  to  Slocum,  who  is  at  Sneedsborough,  and  he 
will  use  the  road  from  Sneedsborough  by  Mark's  Creek  and  McFarland's 
Bridge,  and  all  roads  north  of  it.    It  may  be  well  for  you  to  let  Slocuin 
Have  a  da^-  s  start,  that  the  columns  may  assume  an  echelon  toward  tlie 
north,    blocnni  can  hardly  have  all  across  earlier  than  Tuesday,  and  I 
have  intimated  that  I  would  like  him  to  be  ten  miles  outdurin"-  all 
luesday.    The  river  with  him  seems  to  be  wider  than  with  you.    Get  a 
good  scout  or  two  ready  for  me  to  send  a  messenger  to  Wilmington  as 
soon  as  any  of  your  heads  of  column  is  across  Lumber  River 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  oi''  the  Tennessee, 

Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  4, 1865 — 9.1V  p.  m. 
JMaj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Vommandinfi  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General  :  Y'onr  note  jnst  received.    1  will  try  and  have  tlie  scout 
ready  for  you.    I  would  ratLer  make  sLort  marches,  if  you  do  not 
object,  on  account  of  sui)plies,  than  to  halt  for  General  Slocum. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAliD, 

Major- General. 


Circtlar.]     Hdqrs.  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cheraic,  S.  C,  March  4,  1865. 
The  attention  of  corps  commanders  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
foragers  are  in  the  habit  of  destroying  or  rendering  useless  the  mills 
along  the  line  of  march  and  frequently  burning  large  (juantities  of  grain 
which  are  of  great  necessity  for  the  use  of  the  army.  Last  night  a 
large  quantity,  over  1,000  bushels  of  shelled  corn,  was  destroyed  by 
the  unauthorized  burning  of  store  buildings  in  this  town.  The  general 
commanding  desires  that  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  army  some 
measures  be  taken  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  this  destruction. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  : 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
A ssistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )      Headquarters  Department  and 

I  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

Xo.  24.  )  Beaufort,  S.  C,  March  4,  1865. 

#  ****** 

II.  Maj.  C.  H.  Howard,  aide-de-camp,  staff  of  the  major-general 
commanding,  will  forthwith  proceed  to  Washington,  D.  C,  on  important 
jiublic  business,  which  transacted  he  will  return  without  unnecessary 
delay  via  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  and  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  with  the  view 
of  joining  the  major-general  commjinding  in  the  field.  United  States 
Government  transports  and  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish 
him  the  necessary  transportation. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  : 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAIIT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headqt'ARTers  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

iV'ear  Cheraw,  /S.  C,  March  4,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
commanding  general,  the  propriety  of  releasing  the  prisoners  we  now 
have  belonging  to  the  South  Carolina  jiiilitia,  old  men  and  boys,  on 
their  ptirole  and  oath  not  to  serve  against  the  United  States  during 
the  war.    They  are  now  but  a  burden  to  us,  requiring  an  issue  of  sub- 
sistence when  it  is  necessary  to  husband  our  supply,  and  can  scarcely 
be  looked  upon  as  fit  subjects  for  imprisonment  or  exchange. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'      '^        '  JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Dbpautsient  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  4,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commantiing  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
CtENERAL:  LieutenautColoiiel  Strong  spoke  to  ine  this  morning 
about  tlic  mill  near  Kellytowii.  I  did  not  order  General  Oliver  to 
rnn  the  mill  for  (ileneral  Smith,  but  said  to  him  that  I  believed  his  own 
wagons  were  filled,  or  that  he  had  a  plenty,  and  in  case  that  was  so,  1 
wished  him  to  run  the  mill  for  General  Smith.  I  should  be  much 
pleased  if  General  Hazen  would  furnish  General  Smith  with  three  or 
four  days'  supply.  At  any  rate,  general,  keep  General  Smith  ahead 
until  he  has  filled  his  wagons. 
Yerv  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-Generfil. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Cheraw,  8.  C,  March  4,  18G5. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assintant  Atljutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Ma,ior:  I  respectfully  report  that,  in  obedience  1o  your  orders,  I 
broke  camp  at  an  early  hour  this  morning,  and  moving  over  Thomp- 
son's Creek,  followed  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  Division,  on  the  main 
road  to  Cheraw.  Eeaching  Cheraw,  I  took  a  load  leading  almost 
north,  and  marched  one  mile  above  the  town,  where  1  went  into  camp, 
fronting  my  troops  northeast,  and  connecting  my  left  and  right,  respect- 
ively, with  the  Fourth  and  Second  Divisions.  Distance  made  to-day, 
six  miles.  My  headquarters  are  near  those  of  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  jMajor- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cheraw,  8.  C,  March  i,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assintant  Adjvtant-General,  Fifiecnth  Army  Corps  : 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marched  at 
C.30  a.  m.  to  day.  Came  upon  the  rear  of  First  Division  at  Johnson's 
Creek,  where  halted  until  2  p.  m.,  then  moved  forward  to  Cheraw, 
where  camped,  having  marched  eleven  miles.  Casualties.  1  man 
wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  yom-  obedient  servant, 

W.  15.  HAZFX, 

Major- Genera). 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corto, 

Near  Cheraw,  ,S.  C.  March  J,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  W  OODHULL,  ' 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifiecnth  Army  Corps: 
Ma.ior:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp 
near  Juniper  Creek,  on  Camden  and  Cheraw  road,  at  7  o'clock  this 
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a.  111.,  and  marched  to  and  noitli  of  Olieraw,  following  Second  Division, 
distance  twelve  miles.  The  last  of  the  command  bivouacked  at  10  p.  ui. 
on  plank  road,  iu  rear  of  the  left  of  Fourth  Division.  The  infantry  is 
encamped  in  column  by  regiment,  the  First  Brigade  upon  the  right  and 
the  Second  upon  the  left  of  the  above-named  road,  artillery  and  trains 
in  rear.  These  headquarters  are  about  500  yards  in  rear  of  the  First 
Brigade.  I  woukl  also  state  that  I  did  not  succeed  in  obtaiuing  any 
meal  from  General  Corse. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  yoiu'  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Li  the  Field,  roicc\s  Flantation,  S.  C,  March  -J,  1805. 
Maj.  Max.  Woouhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  movements  of  my 
command  this  instant :  1  broke  camp  on  Thompson's  Creek  at  7.30  a.  m., 
crossed  this  creek  and  moved  on  the  direct  Camden  and  Cheraw  road 
toCheraw;  thence  on  theChesterfieldroadadistanceof  two  miles,  where 
my  command  is  now  in  bivouac  for  the  night  on  the  left  of  General 
Woods'  division.  I  found  it  necessary  to  lay  half  a  mile  of  corduroy 
in  order  to  pass  my  trains. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

'  Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thomfson''s  Bridge,   8.  C,  March  d,  1865. 

Maj.   C.   BURKHARDT, 

Commanding  Tiventy-ninth  Missouri  Infantry: 
Major:  You  will  please  move  your  command  to  the  cross-roads 
seven  miles  from  Cheraw,  on  the  Camden  and  Cheraw  road,  and  there 
await  further  orders.  Your  command  will  join  the  mounted  forces  of 
the  army  for  an  expedition  of  several  days.  You  will  provide  your 
men  with  the  necessary  ammunition. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  MAX.  WOODDTJLL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

(Same  to  Lieut.  Col.  Hector  Perrin,  Seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry.) 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  ok  the  Tennessee, 

Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  J,  1865. 

Maj,  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general   directs  that  the  Ninth  IlUnois  Mounted 

Infantry  be  ordered  to  report  to  Major-General  Logan  to  join  with  an 

expedition  being  organized  by  him  to  go  to  Florence.    The  expedition 

will  rendezvous  at  the  crossroads,  seven  miles  from  Cheraw,  at  1)  a.  m. 

to  day. 

Yerv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

•*        "^  A.  M.  VAN  DYKE. 
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Headquartbes  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Gheratv,  8.  C,  March  -J,  ISiio. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  direct.s  me  to  say  to  yoa 
that  lie  wishes  you  to  cross  your  command  as  soon  as  the  bridge  is 
completed  and  take  up  a  strong  position  on  the  opposite  side.  Leave 
the  brigade  now  doing  provost  duty  until  further  orders.  The  general 
wi.shes  that  brigade  to  remain  until  the  command  is  all  across.  You 
will  cross  your  trains  with  the  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Cheraw,  8.  C,  March  -J,  18U5. 
Capt.  0.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
Captain  :  I  have  just  been  down  at  the  river,  and  I  find  that  there  is 
but  one  section  of  the  bridge  there.     The  officer  iu  command  informs 
me  that  he  cannot  lay  the  bridge  without  more  boats  and  bridge 
materials. 

1  would  suggest  that  a  party  of  cavalry  be  sent  down  the  river  to 
give  warning  of  the  approach  of  the  rebel  guu-boat  Pedee,  should  it 
attempt  to  come  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWER, 
Major- General,   U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Cheraw,  8.  C,  March  4,  18(15. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  ' 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General:  The  ma,jor  general  commanding  directs  me  to  sav  tliat 
you  need  not  move  from  your  present  (jamp  to-night. 
A'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps 

-p   4.    ^r    •    ..        <,     .     r.  Cheraio,  8.  C,  March  4,\8(;rj. 

Bvt.  Maj.  (lien.  G.  A.  Smith,  ' 

Commanding  Fourth  Division : 
General:  The  major  general  commanding  instructs  me  to  direct 
you  to  send  one  regimen  t  from  your  command  down  the  railroad  Tliev 
will  march  as  far  as  tliey  can  to-day  and  encamp.  To-morrow  they  will 
start  back  and  destroy  all  trestle-work  and  bridges  returning.  Let 
them  take  all  the  jiack  animals  they  can  and  bring  back  forage  The 
general  wisi.es  a  rciiort  of  their  operations.  ir,  ■         ^ 

"\  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

('.  CADLE,  Ji;., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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IlDQES.  First  Brig.,  Fourth  Div.,  17ti1  Army  Corps, 

Gheruir,  S.  C,  March  4,  1865. 
Capt.  Ad.  Ware,  Jr., 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fourth  Div.,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
Captain  :  lu  compliance  with  iustructioiis  from  headquarters  Fourth 
Divisiou,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hib- 
bets,  commanding-  Thirty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  to  proceed  with  his 
regiment  down  the  Darlington  and  Cheraw  Railroad,  and  destroy  the 
trestle-work  on  said  roa<l  as  far  down  as  he  could  go  to-day.  I  accom- 
panied the  regiment  to  Thompson's  Creek;  found  the  railroad  and  dirt 
road  bridges  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  A  floating  bridge  was  at  once 
constructed  and  the  troops  and  hoi'ses  passed  over.  A  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  regiment  after  crossing  the  creek  will  be  made  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hibbets  and  forwarded  on  his  return.  I  found  600 
feet  of  high  trestle-work  on  this  side  of  the  railroad  bridge  and  caused 
the  same  to  be  destroyed,  also  one  box-car. 

I  am,  captain,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  POTTS, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Cheraw,  8.  C,  March  4,  1865 — 6'  jj.  m. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  Sneedshorough : 

General:  1  got  here  at  10  a.  m.  and  found  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
in  town  and  laj-ing  a  pontoon  bridge  across  the  Tedee.  The  Fifteenth 
Corps  is  also  here,  and  their  trains  are  coming  in  all  safe.  The  bridge 
is  down;  one  division  (Mower's)  is  across  and  is  skirmishing  about  two 
miles  out.  Hardee  commanded  here,  and  had,  it  is  said,  about  15,000 
men,  but  I  doubt  if  he  had  more  than  the  Charleston  garrison  and 
S.  D.  Lee's  cordis,  in  all,  10,000.  There  was  a  gun-boat  here  that  had 
come  up  when  the  Yankees  got  Georgetown,  but  it  was  blown  up  to  di^y 
about  six  miles  down  the  river.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  property  here, 
such  as  guns  (twenty-live),  ammunition,  &c.,  and  more  of  a  town  than 
I  expected  to  find.  General  Howard  has  sent  a  mounted  force  to 
destroy  public  proijerty  at  and  near  Florence,  which  cannot  return 
before'the  day  after  tomorrow,  by  which  time  I  think  he  can  have  all 
his  connnaud  across.  Of  course  the  sooner  we  reach  Fayetteville  the 
better,  but  we  must  move  in  compact  masses,  as  either  colunni  may 
encounter  the  whole,  of  Hardee's  command,  and  it  may  be  re  enforced 
by  some  from  Charlotte. 

I  have  no  doubt  Schofield  is  at  work  in  JSTorth  Carolina.  I  feel 
assured  he  is  fully  possessed  of  my  vicAvs  and  will  have  Goldsborough 
with  both  the  Wilmington  and  New  Berne  roads  done  by  the  15th,  the 
day  a])pointed.  Still,  it  is  but  prudent  to  continue  as  heretofore  to  col- 
lect all  the  food  possible,  in  case  we  are  delayed  thereabouts.  There  is 
a  story  afloat  that  6,000  of  Schofield's  men  are  already  at  Fayetteville, 
which  will  be  a  great  success,  better  than  we  ex])ected;  but  I  know 
Grant  will  spare  no  efibrts  to  second  us;  he  is  fully  alive  to  the  impor- 
tance of  our  movement.  Get  your  bridge  down  and  cross  over  as  fast 
as  possible,  and  stretch  out  on  the  road  you  want,  and  I  will  order 
General  Howard  to  conform  to  you.  If  you  can  get  out  ten  miles 
during  all  Tuesday  it  will  be  as  much  as  I  expect. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SlIERJIAX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqus.  Second  Division,  ForuTEENTH  Akmv  Corps, 

Pedee  liiver,  S.  C,  March  J,  18():j — 7  j>.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Anst.  Acljt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staf,  Fourteenth  Army  Corjjn: 
Colonel  :  Ny  division  went  into  camp  this  3.30  p.  in.  on  tlie  banks 
of  the  Pedee,  on  the  rigiit  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  just  below  Sneeds- 
borougli,  by  order  of  General  Slocum,  making  a  march  of  fifteen  miles, 
the  first  five  miles  over  bad  roads,  the  last  ten  good. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  J).  M()]{GA]Sr, 

Brigadier-  tfeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Cav.  Command,  Military  Div.  of  the  .^Iississippi, 

In  the  Field,  March  -i,  1805 — 7.  a.  m. 

[Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton:] 

Ma.ior:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Ham])ton  attacked 
me  with  his  entire  command  at  4  p.  m.  yesterday  near  my  headquar- 
ters, where  ^liijor  Audenried  found  me.  I  was  not  in  j)Osition,  but  was 
iust  leaving  camp;  however,  such  attack  was  repulsed,  until  I  could 
mass  my  troops,  when  he  again  made  a  deliberate  attack,  and  was 
finally  repulsed  about  7  p.  m.  last  evening.  I  expected  to  fight  this 
morning,  but  1  find  that  the  enemy  has  left  my  front,  and  I  believe 
him  to  be  moving  for  Wall's  Ferry,  via  Wadesborough.  General 
Eaird's  division  encamped  last  night  five  miles  from  this  point  on  road 
to  Sueedsborough.  General  Carliu's  division  is  now  passing.  I 
believe  the  entire  country  now  in  rear  to  be  free  of  the  enemy.  I 
await  yQur  fnither  orders. 


"\'ery  respectfully. 


J.  KILI'ATKICK, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Wilmington,  March  J,  18<>5. 

„  .     ^  (deceived  12th.) 

Major-General  Sherman  : 

1  expect  to  get  Goklsborough  by  the  14th  or  l.")th  of  this  month  if  I 
have  force  enough  to  take  it,  and  to  have  the  railroad  running  from 
Ifcw  Berne  as  far  as  I  go.  It  will  take  some  time  longer  to  get  the 
road  111  use  from  this  point.  Wo  have  no  rolling-stock  here.  If  you 
find  it  necessary  to  come  this  way  supplies  can  be  sent  you  by  boat  up 
the  river  as  far  as  Eli/.abethtown.  If  you  go  direct  to'  Goldsborough 
I  think  there  cau  be  no  doubt  of  our  having  supjilies  there  or  uear 
there  on  jour  arrival.  If  I  find  you  are  keeping  off  from  the  coast 
I  shall  push  out  toward  Italeigh  and  join  you.  1  have  received  noth- 
uig  from  you  yet.  Such  information  as  I  have  places  you  about  Rock- 
ingham to-day.  I  have  not  heard  from  General  Grant  since  the  2oth 
iso  material  change  bad  taken  place  about  Itichmond  at  that  time 

J.  M.  SCIIOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 
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He ADQUAltTEKS  DEPARTMENT  OF   NOUTII   OAKOLINA, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Wilmington,  N.  0.,  March  4,  1865. 
General  G.  S.  Dodge, 

Acting  Chief  Quartermaster : 
General:  All  ■veagons,  animals,  and  other  property  wliicli  may 
arrive  at  tbis  liavbor  lor  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  are  to  be  sent 
to  Morehead  City,  also  all  that  are  now  here,  but  not  unloaded  to-day. 
Property  now  here,  and  not  taken  with  the  troops  on  the  6th,  will  await 
further  orders.  The  teams  unloaded  to-day  are  to  be  turned  over  to 
General  Terry's  quartermaster  to  replace  those  furnished  by  him  to 
Twenty-third  Array  Corps.  The  pontoon  train,  which  is  expected  from 
the  INorth,  will  be  sent  to  Moreliead  City;  also  any  troops  Avhich  may 
arrive  from  the  Department  of  the  South.  Please  have  as  little  delay 
as  ])0ssible  in  transmitting  orders  to  vessels  that  may  arrive.  It  will 
probably  be  best  for  you  to  remain  here  until  these  matters  are  adjusted, 
but  I  will  see  when  1  arrive  at  New  Eerne  what  the  necessities  are 
there.  If  the  Manchester  Eailroad  people  succeed  in  getting  in  their 
trains,  which  I  do  not  count  on,  take  possession  of  them  and  turn  them 
over  to  Colonel  Wright  on  his  arrival.  It  will  probably  be  well  to 
leave  one  or  two  engines  and  some  cars  west  of  the  river.  Do  not  send 
away  the  light-draft  sea  steamers  that  liave  been  detained  here,  unless 
they  are  called  for  from  the  North,  but  call  my  attention  to  the  matter 
in  a  week  or  ten  days. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headqitarterk  District  of  Beattfort, 

Batchelder\<i  Greelc,  March  ■i,  1805. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 
General:  Your  dispatch  of  2d  came  to  hand  this  evening.  The 
concentration  of  my  troops  at  Core  Creek  is  completed  to-night,  except 
as  to  a  couple  of  detachments,  one  of  which  was  ordered  in  from  IJoan- 
oke  Island,  and  the  other  from  a  position  on  our  left.  The  rains  have 
beeu  continuous  since  I  left  Wilmington,  and  as  a  result  the  roads  from 
New  Berne  to  Core  Creek  are  nearly  impassable.  The  distance  by 
road,  about  twentv  miles,  could  ordinarily  have  been  made  in  a  day, 
but  over  two  days'liave  now  been  taken  by  the  troops  in  the  movement, 
and  the  commandants  report  that  they  have  pushed  as  fast  as  possible. 
The  railroad  is  repaired  to-night  to  within  one  mile  of  Core  Creek, 
seven  miles  having  been  put  in  order  during  the  past  two  days.  The 
telegraph  will  reach  the  same  point  by  no(ni  to-morrow,  and  I  shal. 
then  movemv  headquarters  to  that  point,  and  the  troops  can  be  resup- 
plied  with  rations  and  move  another  step  in  advance.  Regarding  the 
rapid  reconstruction  of  the  railroad  as  tlie  most  important  thing,  I 
Lave  turned  over  to  the  construction  corps  a  portion  of  our  teams  to 
haul  bridge  timbers  and  railroad  ties  from  tlie  woods,  so  that  we  have 
only  ten  wagons  to  a  division  for  field  use.  It  is  of  course  manifest  that 
so  small  amount  of  transportation  can  do  no  moi-e  than  keep  troops  sup- 
plied within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  railroad  terminus,  especially  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  roads.  This  constitutes  my  chief  embarrass- 
ment, for  I  have  no  doubt  of  my  ability  to  go  into  Kinston  whenever  I 
can  feed  my  command  there.    The  railroad  from  Core  Creek  to  Kinston, 
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a  distance  of  about  thirteen  miles,  has  been  totally  destroyed,  the  tics 
having  been  burned  and  the  rails  carried  off,  the  road-bed  being  used 
as  a  turnpike  road  by  the  rebels  for  a  year  or  more  past.  Colonel 
Wright,  chief  engineer,  cannot  promise  to  build  moi^e  than  froTn  one 
mile  to  one  and  a  half  per  day  of  this  road,  and  has  on  hand  only  six 
miles  of  iron.  He,  however,  expects  a  full  supply  before  this  will  be 
laid.  The  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Kinston  are  reported  about  1,.'3()() 
strong,  with  a  tete-depout  on  this  side  of  tlie  river  in  which  are  sev- 
eral pieces  of  artillery,  variously  reported  from  four  to  eight.  The 
rebel  troops  are  not  of  tlie  most  reliable  character,  being  many  of  them 
Junior  Reserves,  &c.  Their  gun-boat  or  ram  is  reported  to  be  anchored 
just  under  the  railroad  bridge  preparatory  to  blowing  up  her  and  the 
bridge  together  if  forced  to  evacuate.  This  vessel  is  believed  to  draw 
too  nuich  water  to  move  away  from  her  moorings  excei)t  iu  a  freshet. 
I  have  not  reckoned  her  as  an  item  of  any  consequence  in  the  present 
problem,  though  if  she  be  worth  anything  the  ))resent  great  rise  of 
water  in  the  river  gives  them  an  opportunity  to  show  it.  By  the  time 
you  could  reach  Kinston,  according  to  the  tenor  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
2d,  I  should,  even  if  obliged  to  confine  myself  closely  to  the  railroad, 
be  closely  investing  that  place  and  able  to  open  connnunicntion  with 
you  whenever  you  reach  the  vicinity,  for  there  are  at  in'esent  no  indi- 
cation of  the  enemy's  operating  in  any  force  on  this  side  the  Feuse.  I 
am  having  obstructions  removed  from  the  Neuse  near  New  Berne  in 
order  to  run  up  some  light  boats  and  flats,  with  a  view  to  ferry  a  portion 
of  the  command  over  the  river  below  Kinston  and  push  at  once  forthat 
place  in  rear.  I  shall  do  this  within  three  days  unless  1  get  inlbrination 
pioving  it  entirely  impracticable.  My  hope  is  tliat  J  shall  iu  this  way 
take  the  town,  and  possibly  be  able  to  supply  myself  during  the  high 
water  by  the  river  from  New  Berne.  While  this  is  progressing  I  shall 
push  a  sufficient  force  as  close  up  to  Kinston  as  they  can  be  sui)plied, 
and  shall  use  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  battali(!n  to  reconnoiter  as  far  to 
the  left  as  possible,  so  as  to  meet  the  head  of  your  column  at  the  ear- 
liest day  and  hour.  Tlie  roads  from  Kinston  in  tlie  direction  of  Kenans- 
ville  are  reported  good  and  dry.  Those  from  New  Berne  to  Kinston 
are  now  almost  completely  under  water.  There  are  numerous  points 
above  Kinston  where  a  pontoon  bridge  could  be  very  easily  laid  if  you 
should  be  able  to  move  the  train  with  you.  The  troops  were  all  in  the 
various  garrisons  of  the  district  on  my  arrival  at  New  Berne,  and  as 
they  had  been  iu  barracks  for  about  two  years  I  found  many  inevitable 
delays  in  getting  them  into  the  field.  I  have  been  able,  however,  to 
keep  the  railroad  men  fully  employed  without  deUvying  them  to  wait 
for  troops  10  move  by  pushing  detachments  out  in  advance.  I  assure 
you  that  nothing  which  energy  and  industry  can  accomi)lish  shall  be 
left  undone,  and  I  have  strong  hopes  of  being  able  to  solve  the  supply 
question  by  the  river  route  just  as  soon  as  the  river  obstructions  can 
be  got  out  of  the  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  D.  COX, 
Mdjor-Gcneral. 

Headquarters  Dis'I't^ict  of  Beaitort, 
,,  ,   ^  „    „  Batchelder's  Creel;  K.  C.  March  -J,  )sr,r>. 

Col.  Charles  H.  Ste-\vart, 

Third  New  York  Voltmteer  Artillery : 
Sir:  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that  ])aragrnph  I 
General  Orders,  No.  5,  from  these  headquarters,  will  not  be  interpreted 
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as  relieving  you  for  the  present  from  duty  as  commandant  of  the  post 
and  fortifications  of  New  Berne,  as  he  deems  your  duties  at  New  Berne 
cf  much  more  importance  than  any  that  would  devolve  upon  you  as 
chief  of  artillery  under  existing  circumstances  and  situation  of  the 
forces  in  the  field.  You  will  be  notiiied  when  a  change  of  circum- 
stances will  re(]uirc  your  presence  at  the  front. 
A'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  COX, 
Major  and  Assistaiit  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ^  Hd^rs.  Northern  District, 

i  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  -10.   ■         )  Charleston,  S.  C,  March  4,  1865. 

III.  Col.  E.  A.  Carman,  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  having 
reported  for  duty  at  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Tliird  Brigade,  relieving  Col.  H.  von  Hamnierstein,  who 
will  be  assigned  to  a  command  by  him. 

*  *»***« 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PEliKY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Acty.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


llDQRS.  Northern  District.  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  4,  1865. 
Col.  E.  N.  Hallowell, 

Commanding  Brigade : 
Colonel  :  You  will  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  embark  for 
Savannah  as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  furnished  them,  when  you 
Avill  be  notified  from  these  headquarters.  On  arriving  at  Savannah 
you  will  report  to  Brevet  Major-General  Grover,  commanding.  The 
Thirty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  be  in  readiness  to  embark  for 
Florida. 
Bv  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PElillY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdurs.  Department  asd  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cheraw,  <S'.  C,  March  5, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  „■    •    •     ■ 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General:  An  escaped  prisoner,  belonging  to  the  Fifteenth  Corps, 
who  came  in  last  night,  reports  that  he  heard  (General  Lutler  tell  one 
of  his  officers,  who  was  going  to  take  the  order  to  a  part  of  his  command 
on  this  side  of  the  river,  that  the  whole  army  (rebel),  trams  and  all, 
would  pass  through  Kockingham, 

Respectfully,  ^    ^    HOWARD, 

Major-Gcneral. 
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HD(,>RS.  ])]':i'AIlTMENT   AND   AliMY   OF   Till;   TeNNESSKE, 

Cherair,  S.  C,  2larch  5,  lt)C5. 
Major-General  Sherman  : 

General:  Two  deserters  from  the  enemy  came  in  to-day  and  gave 
themselves  up  to  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  They  report 
that  their  command  has  gone  to  Charlotte.  Captain  Duncan,  who  is 
scouting-  toward  llockingham,  also  reports  that  a  column  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Charlotte.  He  found  six  caissons  "which  the  enemy  had 
abandoned.  These  are  in  addition  to  those  I  told  you  of  to-day. 
Eespectfully, 

O.  ().  IlOWAIiD, 

Major-Qeiierul. 


IJuyRS.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tenni:ssee, 

Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  0,  isd'). 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Command-in  (J  Miliiitry  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  In  conversation  with  a  citizen  this  evening*  he  accident- 
ally let  drop  the  information  that  Joe  Johnston  is  generally  expected  to 
be  marching  iiarallel  with  us,  and  was  expected  at  Wadesborough 
before  this  -with  the  force  at  Charlotte.  Hardee  doubtless  thinks  he 
will  form  a  junction  with  him  at  or  near  Eockingham.  This,  taken  in 
connection  with  deserters'  report  that  they  (the  rebels)  mean  yet  to 
resist  u.s  between  this  point  and  Fayettevillc,  mates  jne  think  that  some 
such  thing  jiiay  be  Johnston's  design,  taking  the  oftensive,  particularly 
if  he  can  isolate  a  corps.  I  think  lie  is  too  late. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


General       ^        Headqvarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

^"o.  12.  )  Chermv,  *'.  C,  March  5,  1865. 

The  attention  of  offlcers  and  soldiers  of  this  army  is  called  to  the 
gross  and  criminal  practice  of  profane  swearing  which  prevails  and  is 
increasing  amongst  us,  so  much  so  that  every  sense  of  good  principle 
and  good  taste  is  outraged.  Have  we  forgotten  that  God  is  our  kind 
Father  and  that  He  is  helping  us?  Every  insult  to  Him  is  a  scourge 
to  ourselves  and  invites  disaster  to  our  noble  cause. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  J)YKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headciuarter.s  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Cheraw,  tS.  C,  March  5,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vcmr  com- 
munication of  this  date,  with  reference  to  the  crossing  of  my  command 
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over  the  Pedee  Eiver,  and  in  reply  thereto  would  inform  yon  that  I  can 
have  everything  across  by  12  o'clock.  1  would  respectfully  inquire 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  commandinp;  general  that  I  shall 
encamp  my  command  on  I'hill's  Creek  or  move  farther  out.  I  have  the 
honor  to  request  instructions  on  this  head. 

1  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Akmy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Gheraw,  8.  G.,  March  5, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Gorps  : 
General:  The  general  commanding  requests  that  you  direct  the 
bi'igade  now  guarding  the  town  to  remain  until  the  return  of  your 
mounted  infantry  from  Florence,  and  guard  the  pontoon  train  as  far  as 
Springfield. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Heabqitarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Gheraw,  S,  G.,  March  5,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  R.  Woods, 

Gommanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Gorps: 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  request  you  to 
move  your  command  across  the  iDontoon  brid  ge  over  the  Pedee  Bi ver  to- 
morrow morning  at  7  a.  ra.  Corps  and  military  division  headcjuarters 
will  move  with  your  division.  The  corps  supidy  train  will  move  with 
your  supply  train.  You  will  please  encamp  your  command  in  position 
along  Phill's  Creek. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODIIULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Gheraw,  A'.  6'.,  March  5,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen, 

Gommanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Gorps  : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  move  your  division  across  the  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Pedee  Eiver 
as  soon  as  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  shall  have  crossed;  and  to 
push  your  command  out  m  supporting  distance  of  General  John  E. 
Smith^  who  is  in  camp  as  directed  in  (General  Howard's  order  of  last 
night,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  furnished  you.  You  will  please 
ascertain  the  hour  at  which  you  can  commence  crossing. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqk.=^.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Aumy  Corps, 

HanitKjtoii's  Plantation,  S.  C,  March  5,  ISOo. 

Maj.  Max.  "VVooDiirLL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Majok  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  report  that  this  cominaiid  cro.ssed  the 
Great  Pedee  at  Cheraw  on  the  pontoon  bridge  at  3  p.  ni.  to-daj',  and 
moved  forward  on  Fayetteville  road  to  Harrington's  plantation,  where 
camped,  liaving  Jiiarched  live  miles.    Captured  eight  prisoners. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZE]!^, 

Major- General. 


Hdqes.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  PhiWs  Creek,  S.  C,  March  3,  ISGo. 

Maj.   M.   WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at 
C.30  o'clock  this  a.  m.,  crossed  Pedee  lliver,  and  moved  out  on  Fayette- 
ville  road  to  near  Phili's  Creek;  distanoe,  four  miles.  The  command  is 
encamped  in  line  ui)on  the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  main  road, 
fronting-  east.  Three  grist-mills  are  being  run  for  tlie  command,  one  of 
them  only  amounting  to  mucii.  I  encountered  the  enemy's  picket 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  west  of  the  river.  Being  obliged  to  retreat 
rapidly  they  abandoned  2  wagons  loaded  with  amnninition,  2  battery 
forges,  1  battery  wagon,  and  3  caissons  tilled  with  annnunition.  These 
headquarters  are  upon  the  south  side  of  main  road  about  500  yards  in 
rear  of  riglit  of  Second  Brigade. 

I  am,  jnajor,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Cheraio,  S.  C,  March  5,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  1  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  cross  the  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Pedee  Elver  with  yonr  command 
in  rear  of  the  First  Division  of  this  corps.  You  will  witlidraw  your 
rear  guard  when  every  soldier  and  camp  follower  and  the  mounted 
inlantry  still  absent  from  tlie  command  shall  have  crossed  to  the  other 
side  of  the  river.  The  pontoon  bridge  will  be  taken  up  as  sow  as  you 
Lave  crossed  and  will  move  with  your  division.  You  will  please 
encamp  your  command  in  position  along  Phili's  Creek. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special       ^        Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 
Field  Orders,  \  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

^o.U.  )  Powe's  Plantation,  8.  C,  March  5,  18(ir>. 

n  The  troops  of  this  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  march  and 
await  orders  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  Second  Brigade  in  advance,  J^rst 
Brigade  m  the  center,  and  the  Third  Brigade  in  the  rear.    Battery  and 
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trains  in  same  order  as  heretofore.    In  case  the  Third  Brigade  is 
detained  at  Cheraw,  to  await  the  arrival  of  onr  mounted  infantry, 
General  Rice  will  throw  one  regiment  in  rear  of  all  trains,  and  carry 
out  orders  in  regard  to  rear  guard,  &c. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  U.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Aemv  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Potce's  Plantation,  8.  C,  March  5,  18G5. 
Col.  F.  J.  Htrlbut, 

Commanding  Third  Brig.,  Fourth  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  corps  headquarters  you 
will  retain  your  brigade  at  Cheraw  until  the  entire  corps  and  its  camp 
followers  have  crossed  the  Pedee  River,  as  well  as'  the  mounted  force 
sent  to  Florence.  As  soon  as  you  shall  have  ascertained  that  tliese 
forces  have  crossed  you  will  yourself  cross  with  your  brigade  and  move 
as  guard  to  the  pontoon  train  as  far  as  Springfield,  N.  0.,  unless  other- 
wise ordered.  Unless  you  receive  different  orders  from  and  through 
tlie  proper  authority,  you  will  leave  the  city  without  further  injury, 
seeing  that  no  soldiers  of  your  command  are  left  to  commit  any  out- 
rages whatever,  moving  quietly  from  the  city,  and  bringing  across  all 
stragglers. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        )      Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Fourth  Div., 
Field  Orders,  \  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  2.  )  Near  Cheraw,  8.  C,  March  5,  1863. 

This  command  having  been  ordered  into  Cheraw  for  the  purpose  of 
doing  provost  duty  therein,  it  is  hereby  directed  that  no  soldier  enter 
either  the  house  or  premises  of  a  citizen  unless  under  orders,  and  that 
no  Jiouses,  outbuildings,  or  fences  be  torn  down  or  destroyed  without 
special  permission.  All  pillaging  whatever  is  expressly  prohibited. 
Regimental  and  company  commanders  will  be  held  strictly  responsible 
for  the  conduct  of  their  men. 

By  order  of  Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut,  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  com- 
manding : 

FRED.  MOTT, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Fourth  Div., 

(.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

So.  17.  )  Cheraw,  8.  C,  March  5, 1865. 

Owing  to  the  danger  apprehended  from  fires  bursting  out,  and  from 
other  commands  moving  through  the  city,  regimental  commanders  are 
instructed  to  once  more  charge  their  company  officers  to  see  to  it  that 
the  men  on  duty  us.e  the  utmost  vigilance  to  protect  the  town  from  fire 
and  pillage. 
By  order  of  Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut,  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  com- 


manding 


FRED.  MOTT, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdors.  Department  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cheran;  S.  C,  March  5,  1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blaie, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  Taking  into  consideration  tlie  question  of  forage,  the 
general  would  prefer  that  you  move  your  command  to  Bennettsville 
to-morroAv.    These  headquarters  will  be  established  during  to-morrow 
near  Easterling's  Mills. 

'Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

AftsMant  Adjutant- Oaneral. 

Special  Orders,  )        Hdqes.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  o^.  S  Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  5,  1805. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  to  Bennettsville. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  have  the 
advance  and  v.ill  move  forward  at  9  a.  m. 

Bvt.  Maj.  (tcu.  G.  a.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  follow 
the  Third  Division. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move  for- 
ward at  9  a.  m. 

The  First  Eegiment  Michigan  Engineers,  Col.  J.  B.  Yates  command- 
ing, will  move  forward  with  their  train  at  8  a.  m.,  and  closing  up  on 
the  Fourth  ]3ivision  will  follow  it. 

Colonel  Yates  will  cause  the  road  to  be  placed  in  repair. 

As  soon  as  General  Force  reaches  the  town  of  Bennettsville  he  will 
cause  it  to  be  properly  guarded  and  prevent  the  committing  of  any 
excesses.  He  will  cause  all  the  provisions  in  the  town  to  be  gathered 
together,  and,  if  practicable,  fill  his  wagons. 

The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  move  with  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair. 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Cheruio,  S.  6'.,  March  5,  1805. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General:  The  majjor-general  commanding  wishes  you  to  move  your 
train  across  the  river  as  soon  as  J.  E.  Smith's  division  is  over.     ITe 
wishes  you,  if  practicable,  to  take  with  you  one  of  the  large  guns  at 
the  depot,  that  is  either  a  2(»-pounder  Parrott  or  a  Blakely  gun. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  A  djutan  t-  (Jen  cral. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  Field,  Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  5,  1865. 
Major-deneral  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 
General:  I  was  on  the  point  of  making  an  order  for  the  next  move- 
ment, but  on  looking  over  my  last,  No.  IG,  I  find  it  covers  the  ground 
up  to  our  next  objective.    You  have  the  choice  of  roads,  and  I  under- 
stand from  Captain  Ludlow  that  you  want  McFarlaud's  and  Love's 
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Bridges.  All  right.  Let  General  Davis  lead  into  Fayetteville,  hold- 
ing the  Twentieth  in  support  with  the  cavalry  on  his  left  rear.  1  will 
hold  General  Howard  back,  but  close  enough  to  come  up  it'  Joe  John- 
ston wants  to  fight.  I  will  now  fight  him  if  he  dares,  and  therefore 
■wish  you  to  act  on  that  idea,  keeping  each  corps  ready  to  hold  the 
enemy  if  he  appears  in  force  on  your  leit,  but  his  strength  must  be 
developed  before  other  corps  are  called  from  their  roads.  I  have  noti- 
fied General  Howard  of  this  order,  aiul  he  has  simply  asked  instead 
of  holding  on  here  to  make  slow  marches  to  gather  forage  and  meal. 
I  send  you  a  copy  of  his  orders  of  march;*  I  also  send  you  an  open 
letter  for  General  Kilpatrick,  which  read  and  forward  to  hini.t 

Major  Audenried,  of  my  staff,  left  him  yesterday,  ten  miles  this  side 
of  Wadesborough,  and  my  orders  to  him  were  to  hold  his  command  cov- 
ering all  roads,  especially  the  plank  road  between  Wadesborough  and 
your  troops.  After  you  have  got  a  covering  force  across  the  Pedec 
let  General  Kilpatrick  have  the  bridge  and  move  out  to  your  left  front, 
say  Eockingham.  We  have  been  badly  treated  by  the  weather,  but  I 
hope  for  a  better  spell  henceforth.  I  will  get  messengers  through  to 
Wilmington  the  moment  any  head  of  column  is  across  Lumber  Greek, 
and  feel  sure  that  Schofield  will  meet  us  in  force  at  Goldsborough.  I 
will  draw  fi-om  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  Wilmington  at  least  25,000 
men  to  re  enforce  our  army  at  Goldsborough,  and  will  put  them  under 
Schofield  as  the  center  or  reserve,  restoring  the  organization  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign.  With  that  army  replenished  and  refreshed  we  can 
make  things  move.  Indeed  I  feel  confident  that  nothing  can  now 
stand  before  us.  1  find  here  additional  symptoms  of  discomfiture. 
Three  thousand  six  hundred  barrels  of  powder  are  among  our  spoils, 
and  the  surgeons  of  the  Confederate  hospitals  admit  that  Hardee  left 
them  without  supplies  or  even  orders.  Keep  me  well  advised  of  prog- 
ress, and  I  will  make  things  conform  to  your  movements. 

1  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEllMAN, 
3l<ijor-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

C  Near  Pcgucs'  Crossing, 

^o,  25.  S  Great  Pcdee  Biver,  S.  6'.,  March  5, 1865. 

I.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis,  commanding  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
will  cross  his  command  over  the  Great  TedeeEiver  at  this  point  and 
move  to  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  by  way  of  Love's  Bridge  road. 

II.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams,  commandmg  Twentieth  Army 
Corps,  will  cross  his  command  over  the  Great  Pedee  Pdvcr  as  soon  as 
the  cavalry  has  crossed,  and  will  move  to  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  by  way 
of  McFarland's  Bridge  road.  Brevet  Major-General  Kilpatrick,  corii- 
manding  cavalry,  will  have  the  use  of  the  pontoon  bridge  after  the 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps  has  crossed. 

Ill  Corps  commanders  will  select  from  the  pack  animals  of  their  com- 
mands fifty  of  their  best  mules,  and  turn  them  over  to-day  to  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  Moore,  commanding  pontoon  train.  Colonel  Moore  will  give  in. 
exchange  animals  now  in  his  train. 

******* 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEKT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


676.  t  Sec  March  5,  p.  092. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C,  March  5,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps  : 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  be  wishes  your  command  to  cross  when  the  bridge  is  completed, 
but  in  accordance  with  orders  from  General  Sherman,  whenever  (ieueral 
Kilpatrick  reports  his  command  ready  to  cross,  your  corps  will  have  to 
give  way  to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Crossing  of  Great  Pedee,  [March  o\,  1863. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  P.  Buell, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  as  soon  as  the 
bridge  is  completed  you  cross  your  brigade  and  take  position  for  the 
defense  of  the  bridge  on  the  hills  beyond,  covering  the  main  road  lead- 
ing to  Kockwell  [Rockingham].  Should  General  Kilpatrick's  command 
report  and  desire  to  cross  before,  or  while  you  are  crossing  your  bri- 
gade, you  will  give  him  the  bridge  without  delay  and  renew  your  pas- 
sage as  soon  as  he  is  over.  The  remainder  of  the  division  will  cross  at 
daylight.  Further  orders  will  be  given  you  iu  the  morning. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  E.  EDMONDS, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Cheraip,  S.  C,  March  5,  1865. 
Major  General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

General:  I  was  on  the  point  of  making  a  new  general  order  of 
movement,  but  on  examining  my  last.  No.  10,  1  find  it  provides  for  the 
next  stage. 

General  Howard  has  crossed  here  and  is  now  passing  trains  and 
troops,  but  I  will  hold  him  back  to  allow  General  Slocum  to  lead  to 
Fayetteville.  General  Howard  has  sent  some  mounted  infantry  down 
to  Florence  to  damage  things  there,  and  they  cannot  return  till 
to-morrow.  In  the  meantime  General  Slocum  will  pass  over  and  move 
out  on  roads  leading  toward  McFarland's  and  Love's  Bridges.  I  will 
hold  the  Right  Wing  back  and  in  reserve,  keeping  on  roads  to  the 
south  of  General  Slocum.  As  soon  as  he  has  a  covering  force  across 
the  Pedee  he  will  notify  you  and  give  you  his  bridge,  when  move  out 
to  Rockingham  and  thence  conform  to  his  movements,  getting  up  to 
Solemn  Grove,  and  thence  along  down  south  of  Little  River  to  the 
roads  coming  into  Fayetteville  from  Manchester.  There  is  a  rumor 
here  that  General  Schofleld  is  already  at  Fayetteville.  It  is  certain 
that  he  took  Wilmington,  not  by  the  evacuation  of  the  place,  but  by 
force,  capturing  Hagood's  brigade.    This  simplifies  our  work  very 
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much,  and  will  give  me  larger  re-enforcement  as  soon  as  I  need  it. 
Hardee  left  here  in  hast«  and  confusion,  going  across  Pedee  and  burn- 
ing the  bridge,  but  we  already  have  a  pontoon  bridge  across  and  two 
divisions  out  a  couple  of  miles.  Butler's  division  of  cavalry  is  with 
him.  The  enemy  left  here  valuable  store.s,  24  good  guns,  3,000  barrels 
of  powder,  2,000  muskets,  the  hospitals,  and  much  ammunition  and 
stores.  I  don't  think  Joe  Johnston  will  try  to  concentrate  his  forces 
short  of  Raleigh. 


Yours,  truly, 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Vommanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  thk  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  5,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-Geueral  Kilpatrick, 

Oommanding  Cavalry : 
General:  Your  dispatch  of  7  a.  m.  March  4  is  at  hand.  The 
general  in-chief  directs  me  to  say  he  wrote  you  full  instructions  this 
morning,  sent  through  General  Slocum.  When  General  Davis'  com- 
mand is  well  closed  up,  General  Slocum  will  give  you  the  bridge  to 
cross. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  A djntant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilminyton,  N.  C,  Mureh  5,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  Ya.: 
General  :  I  have  sent  several  dispatches  to  General  Sherman,  some 
of  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  reach  him.  I  have  received  nothing 
from  him  yet.  The  paroled  officers  who  have  arrived  here  and  others 
all  agree  in  the  report  that  he  was  near  Chesterville,  on  the  Columbia 
and  Charlotte  road,  on  the  24th,  and  that  he  turned  eastward  from  that 
place.  I  presume  he  will  march  straight  for  Goldsborough,  passing 
through  or  near  Fayetteville.  We  are  having  heavy  or  continuous  rams 
here.  If  they  extend  into  the  interior  his  march  will  be  slow.  1  have 
at  length  got  teams  enough  to  make  a  start  from  this  point  with  a  por- 
tio7i  of  my  troops.  I  shall  send  General  Couch  with  the  two  divisions 
of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  to  join  General  Cox  beyond  New  Berne. 
He  will  take  the  coast  road  to  about  Onslow  and  then  make  straight 
for  Kinston.  I  expect  him  to  effect  a  junction  with  Cox  in  live  or  six 
days.  I  will  go  to  Morehead  City  to  morrow.  I  have  not  heard  from 
Cox  since  he  went  to  New  Berne.  I  expect  him  to  get  to  Kinsfam 
before  Couch  joins  him.  I  will  then  push  for  Goldsborongli  and  hold 
it  until  General  Sherman  arrives;  or  if  i  find  he  is  keci)ing  out  farther 
from  the  coast  I  will  advance  toward  Raleigh  and  join  him.  I  will  be 
able  to  move  against  Goldsborough  with  about  20,000  eff'eittive  men. 
General  Terry  will  remain  here  with  his  command  for  the  present,  but 
will  advance  along  the  railroad  as  fast  as  Colonel  Wright  can  repair  it, 
or  as  soon  as  he  can  get  the  necessary  transportation  to  move  iude- 
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pendently.  Notbiug  lias  arrived  liere  yet  for  the  railroad.  Indeed, 
the  weather  has  beeu  so  bad  that  we  have  had  but  little  commniiication 
by  sea  since  the  capture  of  Wilmins'ton.  Much  of  the  time  no  vessel 
whatever  has  been  able  to  cross  the  bar.  The  delivery  of  prisoners  by 
the  enemy  was  completed  yesterday,  and  I  am  sending  them  North  as 
rapidly  as  practicable.  The  well  ones  can  all  be  sent  in  a  short  time, 
but  it  will  take  much  longer  to  dispose  of  the  sick,  as  they  can  only  be 
placed  on  hospital  vessels.  They  have  been  made  comfortable  here 
and  are  doing  well.  The  whole  number  of  prisoners  delivered  is  about 
10,000,  100  colored  troops  among  the  number.  I  will  send  the  rolls  to 
the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army  for  his  disposition. 

i  am,  eeneral.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCnOFIELD, 

M<{jorGener((l. 


Special  Ordeks,  )  IIdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

V  Army  op  the  Ohio, 

No.  22.  )  Wihnhigton,  N.  C,  March  5,  186.5. 

*»#**'■■* 
VI.  The  commanding  officers  of  the  Fifteenth   and  Twenty-third 
Indiana  Batteries  will  report  for  the  time  being  with  their  commands 
to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  K.  Hawley,  commanding  District  of  Wilmington,  and 
will  remain  at  this  post  until  further  orders  from  these  headquarters. 
******* 
XV.  The  Fifth  Tennessee  Infantry  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with 
the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twenty  third  Army  Corps,  and 
will  proceed  without  delay  to  Nashville,  Teun.,  and  report  to  the  chief 
mustering  ofQeer  of  the  State  for  muster-out  of  service  on  the  expira- 
tion of  their  term  of  enlistment.    The  commanding  ofHcer  will  report 
to  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  11.  Hawley,  commanding  District  of  Wilmington, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of  107  prisoners  to  the  North.     The 
quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

XIX.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  L.  Hayes,  lieutenant- colon  el  One  hundredth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  being  unfit  for  field  duty,  will  report  in  person 
without  delay  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  11.  Hawley,  commanding  District  of 
Wilmington,  for  assignment  to  duty. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assintant  Adjvtant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

AUMY   of   the   <")III0, 

WilmitigUm,  N.  C,  March  5,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch, 

Commundimj  Second  and  Third  .Divisions,  23d  Army  Corps: 
General  :  You  will  please  march  without  unnecessary  delay  with 
the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  to  join 
the  troops  under  Major-General  Cox,  now  operating  from  New  Berne 
toward  Kiuston  and  Goldsborough.  You  will  take  the  coast  road 
leading  to  New  Berne  as  far  as  Onslow  or  its  vicinity,  and  then  the 
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most  practicable  road  toward  Kinstoii,  and  march  directly  for  that 
place  unless  you  receive  further  orders  from  me,  or  unless  circum- 
stances shall  render  a  deviation  from  that  course  evidently  advisable. 
Your  march  should  average  at  least  fifteen  miles  per  day.  The  third 
day's  march  will  bring  you  to  the  vicinity  of  Onslow,  from  which  point 
please  report  to  me  by  courier  to  New  Berne,  informing  me  where  you 
are  and  what  point  you  will  reach  on  the  following  day,  so  that  I  may 
send  you  further  instructions  if  necessary;  also  }>ive  me  all  the  infor- 
mation you  may  have  obtained  concerning  the  rebels  m  your  front  and 
other  matters  of  interest;  also  inform  me  by  the  first  courier,  or  as 
soon  after  as  practicable,  when  and  in  what  manner  you  will  be  able  to 
cross  Trent  River.  You  Avill  supply  your  troops  from  the  country  as 
far  as  practicable,  so  as  to  save  the  supplies  carried  in  wagons  for  an 
emergency.  If  you  find  it  impossible  from  any  cause  to  reach  Kiuston 
or  eft'ect  a  junction  M'ith  General  Cox  in  that  vicinity  you  will  march 
by  the  most  practicable  road  to  New  Berne. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIBLD, 

Major-General. 


Headquaetees  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  up  the  Ohio, 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  5, 1865. 
Major-Gcneral  Terry, 

Commanding  Provisional  Corps,  Wilmington,  If.  C: 
General:  The  two  divisions  of  the  Twenty- third  Army  Corps  now 
here  will  march  to-morrow  to  join  the  troops  operating  from  New  Berne, 
leaving  only  your  command  in  this  portion  of  the  department.  I  shall 
also  st'art  for 'New  Berne  iu  a  day  or  two,  and  will  probably  remain  with 
the  troops  operating  from  that  point.  I  have  directed  that  the  railroad 
from  this  point  to  Goldsborough  be  put  in  running  order  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  expect  Colonel  Wright  here  very  soon  with  the  necessary 
materials  and  workmen.  1  desire  you  to  aid  him  as  far  as  practicable 
in  prosecuting  the  work,  and  to  advan(;e  along  the  road  with  your  main 
force  according  to  the  progress  of  the  work.  I  may  at  any  time  desire 
you  to  join  me  at  or  near  Goldsborough  by  a  rapid  march.  Please  make, 
as  sooii  as  practicable,  all  necessary  preparations  for  such  a  movement. 
I  presume  General  Sherman  is  now  near  Fayetteville  and  marching 
toward  Goldsborough,  which  point  he  may  reach  by  the  15th  or  IGth  of 
this  month.  He  may,  however,  come  near  this  place  and  send  his 
trains  here  for  supplies.  I  have  sent  several  couriers  with  dispatches 
to  him  (in  cipher),  and  hope  to  hear  from  hiui  in  the  same  wayiu  a  few 
days.  Please  continue  the  eiibrt  to  communicate  witli  General  Sher- 
mau  by  trustworthy  scouts,  and  be  prepared  to  aid  him  in  any  way  or  to 
execute  any  orders  he  may  send.  You  will  receive  and  act  on  any 
communication  from  him  which  may  be  addressed  to  me.  I  have 
directed  Brigadier-General  HaAvley,  commanding  District  of  Wilming- 
ton, to  report  to  you,  so  that  all  the  troops  in  this  portion  of  the  depart- 
ment will  be  under  your  command  during  my  absence. 

I  ain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Major- General. 


696  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.       [Chap.  LIX. 

Headquakteks  Department  of  Koeth  Carolina, 

Army  op  the  Ohio, 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  5, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Hawley, 

Commanding  District  of  ^Vilmington: 
Genkral:  During  my  absence  from  Wilmington,  and  so  long  as 
General  Terry's  corps  remains  in  this  vicinity,  you  will  report  to  Gen- 
eral Terry  or  the  oiticer  in  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SGHOFIBLD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Wilmington, 

No.  i.  I  Wilmington,  ]^.  C,  March  5,  1865. 

I.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty 
as  commandant  of  the  post  of  Wilmington. 

III.  Maj.  F.  W.  Prince,  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post  of  Fort  Fisher. 

IV.  The  company  of  [Second]  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery  at  Fort 
Fisher,  having  been  assigned  to  this  command  by  the  major-general 
commanding  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  is  directed  to  report 
to  Major  Prince,  commanding  post  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

******  * 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  Hawley: 

E.  LEWIS  MOOEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Bateheldefs  Creek,  W.  C,  March  5,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Navy, 

Neic  Berne : 
1  am  making  preparations  to  move  some  boats  up  the  Neuse  Eiver 
and  would  respectfully  request  that  the  picketing  of  the  river  bo  so 
thorough  as  to  prevent  any  spy  going  up  in  small  boat  or  otherwise  to 
waiu  the  enemy. 

J.  D,  COX, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Agawam, 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox:  ''''"  ^"■'"'  ""■  '■'  ^^""'^  ^"'  ''''• 

I  have  received  a  telegram  from  you  requesting  me  to  picket  the 
river  to  prevent  persons  passing  up  in  small  boats,  as  you  are  makiusr 
preparations  to  move  some  boats  up  the  river.  I  should  like  to  be 
informed  what  movement  you  propose  to  make,  and  if  the  naval  force 
here  can  co-operate.    The  vessels  at  present  stationed  here  draw  too 

X  t,?"!!!.  tff    ^'"  f ^7.f  *^'!  J'"'"*-    ^^^"'S  !"«*  ^^^'^e^l  here  I  should 
hke  to  be  informed  ol  the  situation,  and  what  is  expected  to  be  done 

A.  C.  EIIIND, 

Commander.    \ 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  C,  (  Batchelder^s  Creek,  N.  C,  March  3,  1865. 

The  coramandiiig  general  takes  pleasure  iu  annouiiclug  to  tbe  troops 
of  tbe  provisional  brigades  of  the  commaud  that  but  few  days  can 
elapse  before  communication  will  be  open  with  the  grand  army  under 
(General  Sherman.  They  -will,  therefore,  be  but  a  short  time  longer 
absent  from  their  proper  commands,  and  the  inconveniences  of  their 
present  situation  will  soon  be  ended.  Tiiose  whose  time  of  service  has 
expired  will  then  have  the  opportunity  of  being  regularly  mustered  out 
and  discharged,  and  the  others  will  be  reunited  to  their  old  comrades. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  loolvs  to  them  with  confidence  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  tbe  zealous  and  clieerful  service  they  have  rendered  since 
lauding  iu  North  Carolina,  and  which  he  takes  this  public  method  of 
recognizing.  The  officers  of  the  provisional  brigades  have  also  been  in 
embarrassing  circumstances,  owing  to  the  peculiar  nature  of  their  duties 
and  the  irregular  responsibility  devolving  on  them  for  arms  and  stores 
issued.  Every  means  wdl  be  taken  to  remove  this  responsibility 
when  they  shall  join  their  proper  commalids,  and  all  who  use  a  rea- 
sonable care  and  business  accuracy  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
devolving  upon  them  need  feel  no  anxiety  lest  they  should  be  left 
chargeable  with  public  property  over  which  they  would  cease  to  have 
full  control.  This  subject  will  receive  immediate  attention  upon  the 
reunion  of  the  commands,  and  the  proper  orders  will  unquestionably 
be  issued  from  General  Sherman's  lieadquarters  disposing  of  the  matter 
in  a  manner  entirely  satisfactory  to  those  concerned. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

TIIEO.  COX, 
Major  and  Assisiant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  7.  )  Core  Creek,  N.  C,  March  5, 1865. 

The  First  and  Second  Divisions,  District  of  Beaufort,  will  move  at  7 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning  to  position  at  Gum  Swamp  beyond  the  cross- 
ing of  the  railroad  and  the  Dover  road.  The  infantry  of  General  Pal- 
mer's division  will  move  directly  up  the  railroad;  wagons  and  artillery 
moving  by  the  most  practicable  route  to  the  rear  onto  the  Dover  road, 
and  thence  to  Gum  Swamp,  in  rear  of  General  Carter's  division  and 
train.  General  Carter's  division  will  move  by  the  Dover  road.  Gen- 
eral Ruger's  division.  Twenty-third  Corps,  will  remain  iu  camp  to- 
morrow, but  General  Kuger  will  cause  a  working  party  to  be  put  upon 
the  cross-road  leading  from  the  railroad  to  the  Dover  road  near  General 
Carter's  present  camp,  and  have  the  road  put  in  thorough  repair  for 
passing  teams  and  artillery. 

By  commaud  of  Maior-General  Cox: 
•^  THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  5, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  ma ff,  U.  S.  Armies: 
General  :  In  compliance  with  instructions,  405  officers  and  167  men, 
I)risoners  of  war,  start  for  City  Point  to  day  per  steamer  Illinois.    1  am 
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not  certain  that  the  steamer  can  reach  her  destination,  as  I  do  not 
know  what  depth  of  water  can  be  carried  up  James  Kiver,  but  the 
arrangement  is  the  best  that  I  could  make  fur  want  of  suitable  sea- 
going transports. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

i  Departmeni  of  the  South, 

No.  41.  \  Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

III.  So  much  of  Special  Orders,  ISo.  40,  paragraph  III,  as  assigns 
Col.  E.  A.  Carman  to  the  command  of  the  Third  Brigade  is  hereby 
revoked.  Colonel  Carman  will  proceed  to  Savannah  and  await  orders 
there  to  be  assigned  to  duty.  The  quartermaster's  department  will 
furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

******  * 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  PEKRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  2Iuss.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Acljt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  5,  18G5. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  L.  Woodford, 

Commanding  Post  of  Charleston,  8.  C.  : 
Colonel:  I  would  suggest  that  two  or  three  additional  points  be 
designated  where  the  people  can  register  their  names  and  subs(;ribe  to 
the  oath.  1  hear  that  the  crowd  is  so  large  and  the  delay  so  great  that 
many  persons  are  obliged  to  spend  time  that  they  can  hardly  spare.  I 
have  also  heard  that  it  is  proposed  to  get  up  a  demonstration  on 
Thursday  next  by  the  colored  people.  If  it  meet  your  approval  it  is 
very  well,  but  the  city  being  under  martial  law  no  assemblage  should 
be  allowed  without  your  previous  sanction.  One  thing  more;  I  would 
suggest  that  an  order  prohibiting  enlisted  men  being  in  the  streets 
(except  on  duty)  after  retreat  would  at  the  present  time  assist  in  pre- 
venting the  numerous  robberies  and  irregularities.  This  need  be  only 
temporary. 

Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commundi7h:, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  near  Cheraic,  March  0,  1805, 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing: 
General:  A  copy  of  your  order  issued  at  Easterling's  for  to-mor- 
row's movement  inclosed  to  the  general-in-chief  has  been  received.* 

*  See  No.  54,  p.  690. 
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The  general  desires  me  to  say  the  order  is  satisfactory  to  him,  and,  in 
moditication,  has  only  instructed  General  Logan  to  remain  in  his 
present  camp  until  such  time  as  the  Twentieth  Corps,  now  passing,  can 
get  by  him  onto  the  left-hand  road  via  Mark's  Creek. 
I  am,  general,  yours,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAA^TON, 
Assistant  Adjutan t- General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Uasterlimfs,  S.  C,  March  6,  1805. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
General:  Cnptaiu  Duncan,  commanding  a  small  party  of  scouts 
dressed  in  rebel  uniform,  has  just  returned,  having  proceeded  this 
morning  to  Laurel  Hill,  where  he  found  a  small  squad  of  militia  on 
picket.  He  left  them  undisturbed,  returning  by  Springfield.  The 
road  he  went  out  on  (known  as  the  Telegraph  road)  connects  with  the 
Easterling's  Mill  and  FayetteviUe  road  at  Laurel  Hill.  At  Springfield 
Captain  Duncan  saw  a  Doctor  McCrea,  with  the  rank  of  major  in  the 
rebel  army,  who,  taking  his  party  for  rebels,  inquired  where  Sherman's 
army  was,  and  if  there  was  any  probability  of  its  coming  that  way.  On 
being  told  that  it  might  possibly  come  there,  he  replied,  "If  it  does  we 
will  be  badly  fooled,  as  our  men  are  all  going  to  Charlotte,  expecting 
Sherman  to  go  up  there."  The  Easterling's  Mill  road  is  generally 
called  the  old  Stage  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILSON, 
Colonel,  Provost- Marshal- General,  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


Special        )        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  }  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

No.  Hi.  )  Uastcrlinffs  Mills,  S.  C,  March  (>,  18G5. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will 
move  to-morrow  to  the  crossing  of  Crooked  Creek.  The  brigade  on 
duty  in  Cheraw  will  move  M'ith  the  bridge  train  after  the  return  of  the 
n)ounted  infantry  from  Florence,  following  the  left  wing  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corps  (via  the  road  by  Quick's  Church)  to  Springfiehl. 
The  Seventeenth  Aimy  Corps  will  move  to  Beaver  Dam  Creek.  The 
Fifteenth  Army  CorpsVill  remain  at  Crooked  Creek  until  the  arrival 
of  the  bridge  train.  These  headcjuarters  will  be  established  during 
to-morrow  at  or  near  Brightsville. 
Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  0.  O.  Howard  : 
^  A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  PhilVs  Creelc,  S.  C,  March  0,  18C5. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adj.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
commanding  general,  that  the  force  of  mounted  infantry  sent  to  destroy 
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the  Cheraw  and  Uailington  Railroad  succeeded  in  reaching  but  not 
in  entering  Florence,  encountering  quite  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry.  1  have  had  as  yet  no  official  report  of  the  expedition,  but  hear 
that  they  have  destroyed  all  the  trestling  between  Cheraw  and  that 
point.  As  soon  as  Colonel  Williams'  report  is  received  I  will  forward 
it  to  department  headquarters.* 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  '        ■  JOHN  A.  LO(iAN, 

3Iajor-6enerc(l. 

[IndorseTncnt.] 

Hdqes.  Depaetment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Hosterling^s  Mills,  March  0',  18G5. 

Kespectfully  forwarded. 

A  captain  who  accompanied  the  expedition  reports  that  several  trains 
of  troops  were  ready  to  be  run  out  of  Florence. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Mttjor-General. 


Hdqes.  Militaey  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  near  Cheraic,  March  (J,  1865 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanclinfj  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
General  :  Orders  of  march  have  been  changed  so  that  the  Twentieth 
Corps  is  at  this  moment  crossing  the  Pedee  at  the  same  point  as  your 
command,  and  it  is  intended  for  it  to  take  the  left-hand  road  just  beyond 
Pliill's  Creek  and  your  headquarters.  The  general-in-chief  desires  you 
to  hold  your  cor])S  in  camp  until  the  Twentieth  has  passed  and  out  of 
your  way,  when  you  will  resume  your  march  as  per  instructions  from 
department  headquarters.  The  Twentieth  Corps  will  continue  moving 
during  the  night  aTid  until  out  of  your  road. 
I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Jslear  Oranfs  Mill,  S.  C,  starch  G,  ISC'). 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Ailjvtant-G cncral,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  in  compliance  with  orders  received 
from  you  I  left  my  cam])  beyond  Cheraw  at  (i  o'clock  this  morning,  and 
crossing  the  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Pedee  River  marched  to  my 
present  camp  on  Phill's  Creek,  a  distance  of  five  miles.  While  the 
rear  of  my  division  was  passing  through  Cheraw  there  was  a  terrific 
explosion  of  jwwder  and  shell  near  my  column,  caused  by  some  great 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  men  or  officers,  by  which  several  in  my 
division  were  killed  and  wounded.  I  have  directed  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Woods,  commanding  the  First  Brigade,  whose  command  was 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  when  the  unfortunate  affair  occurred, 

*  Sco  Part  1,  p.  254. 
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to  make  a  report  of  the  circumstance.    My  troops  are  facing  eastward, 
division  headquarters  being  near  the  mill.    Inclosed  please  find  com- 
plete list  of  casualties  during  the  campaign. 
I  am,  major,  very  reypectfully, 

0.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 

Hdqes.  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Phiirn  Creel;,  8.  C,  March  6,  1865. 
Capt.  Fred.  H.  Wilson, 

Act(j.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Captain:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date  asking  a 
detail  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  explosion  which  occurred 
near  this  command  to-day,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  explosion 
was  caused  by  the  accidental  ignition  of  a  large  quantity  of  rebel 
ammunition  which  had  been  found  in  the  town  of  Clieiaw  and  hauled 
out  and  thrown  in  a  deep  ravine  lying  between  the  town  and  the 
pontoon  bridge.  The  ammunition  consisted  of  loaded  shells  and  loose 
powder.  The  bottom  of  the  ravine  to  the  depth  of  four  or  iive  feet 
was  filled  with  it,  and  powder  was  scattered  up  the  banks  of  the 
ravine,  and  for  several  rods  froni  the  edge  of  the  ravine.  While  the 
brigade  was  halting,  having  stacked  arms  to  await  the  passage  of  the 
train,  of  which  it  was  the  rear  guard,  some  of  the  men  at  a  distance  of 
several  rods  from  the  edge  of  the  ravine  are  reported  to  have  applied 
fire  to  some  small  cakes  of  powder  found  upon  the  ground.  The  fire 
immediately  ran  to  the  edge  of  the  ravine,  down  the  bank,  and  exploded 
the  immense  piles  of  ammunition  in  the  bottom  of  tlie  ravine.  One 
man  of  this  brigade  was  killed  and  1  oflicer  and  4  men  wounded. 
After  diligent  inquiry  I  am  unable  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  men 
who  set  fire  to  the  powder,  but  have  no  doubt  they  were  ignorant,  as 
I  was  myself,  that  any  explosive  material  was  in  the  ravine.  The 
following-named  officers  and  men  were  near  the  ravine  when  or  shortly 
before  the  explosion  occurred:  Capt.  Edward  H.  Webster*  and  Lieut. 
George  H.  Williams,*  and  Private  John  Werden,  Company  G,  Seventy- 
sixth  Ohio  Infantry.  Sergeants  Clark  and  King,  Company  A,  Twelfth 
Indiana  Infantry,  have  been  implicated  by  runioi"  in  setting  tire  to  the 
powder.  Corporal  Sergeant  and  Private  Freeman,  of  the  same  com- 
I»any,  and  Thomas  McPeak,  of  11  Company,  all  of  the  Twelfth  Indiana 
Infantry,  are  reported  to  know  who  ignited  the  powder. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant, 

W.  B.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Harrington's  Plantation,  S.  C,  March  (J,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhttll, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  remained  iu 
camp  to-day.    Captured  11  prisoners. 

"Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•^       ^  W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 

*0f  the  Twelfth  Indiana  Infantry. 
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IlEAUyUARTERS  FIFTEENTH   ABMY   GoilPS, 

March  6, 1803. 

General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  due. : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  generaj  commaildiug  to  say  that 
yoxr  need  not  pull  out  tomorrow  morning  until  he  communicates  with 
you  through  one  of  his  staff,  but  to  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to 
move  as  soon  as  the  road  shall  be  clear. 

T  am,  yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  MAX.  AVOODHTTLL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


IlDQKS.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  FhilVs  Creel,  S.  C,  March  6,  lUGu. 
Maj.  M.  "VVooDHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  remained  in 
same  position  as  on  the  5th  instant.  Details  from  the  two  brigades 
are  running  three  gristmills,  from  which  a  suf&cient  supply,  for  the 
present,  of  meal  will  be  obtained. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


IlDQRS.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
In  the  Field,  near  Irly's  Plantation,  S.  C,  March  (i,  J/iOo. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhxjll, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of  the 
movements  of  my  division  this  instant:  I  broke  camp  at  8  a.  m.,  and 
moving  through  Cheraw,  crossed  the  Pedee  Eiver,  and  thence  upon 
the  Fayetteville  road  via  Harrington's  j)lantation  and  Grant's  Mill, 
and  am  now  in  bivouac  near  Irby's  plantation  in  a  defensible  position 
on  what  is  called  the  Sand  Hill  road.  One  of  my  brigades  (Third)  is 
still  in  Cheraw  by  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  corps. 
My  command  has  marched  a  distance  of  eight  miles. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  OOESE, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Poice's  I'lantation,  March  C,  1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  Ji.  W.  lliCE, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 
General  :  The  Third  Brigade  is  under  orders  to  remain  and  guard 
the  pontoon  train  as  far  as  Springfield.  It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary 
ibr  you  to  throw  one  regiment  in  rear  of  the  trains  of  this  division,  the 
remainmg  three  to  move  on  the  right  of  the  ordnance  and  supply 
trains.  1  on  will  move  out  as  soon  as  the  trains  move,  without  further 
orders. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEltTS, 
Ass  istant  Adjutant-  General. 


Obat.LIX.I  correspondence,  etc. UNION.  703 

Special  OuoEuy,  \        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  50.  i  Bennetisville,  8.  €.,  March  6,  1865. 

******* 

II.  The  movement  to-inorrow  will  be  on  the  Fayetteville  road  to 
Beaver  Dam  Creek.  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  P.  Force  com- 
manding, "  ill  have  the  advance  and  will  move  forward  at  8  a.  m. 
The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Ma,).  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Third  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9  o'clock.  The 
First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J,  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  follow  the 
Fourth  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  10  o'clock.  The  First 
Michigan  Engineers,  Col.  J.  B.  Yates  commanding,  with  tool  wagons 
and  ambulances,  will  follow  the  troops  of  the  Third  Division,  and  their 
train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  same  division.  The  Ninth  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry  will  move  out  at  7.30  a.  m.  The  troops  will  move  on 
the  right  of  the  train,  and  will  be  disposed  so  as  to  cover  it  as  well  as 
practicable. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C,  GADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Bennetts  ville,  S.  C,  March  6,  1805. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  you  will  leave  the  Thirty-flrst  Illinois  in  town  until  the  entire 
command  has  moved  out.  They  will  then  cause  all  stragglers  to  be 
sent  to  their  commands  and  move  forward.  We  move  about  eight 
miles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  53.  )  Bennetts  ville,  S.  C,  March  6,  1865. 

*  *  #  #  *  *  * 

II.  This  command  will  move  forward  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow  in  the 
advance.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  commanding,  will 
have  the  advance,  moving  troops  on  right  of  road.  The  First  Brigade, 
Col.  C.  Fairchild  commanding,  will  follow  the  Second  Brigade.  Artil- 
lery and  trains  in  usual  order. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Cheraw,  S.  G.,  March  6, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commandiny  Left  Wing,  Sneedsborough  : 
(tENERAL  :  I  shall  in  person  to-day  cross  the  Pedee  and  go  out  on 
the  main  Fayetteville  road  about  five  miles,  to  the  point  on  Phill's  Creek 
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where  are  eucamped  two  divisions  of  tlie  Fifteeath  Corps.  There  I 
shall  await  the  fact  that  you  are  all  across  and  off  for  Fayetteville,  and 
will  try  and  hold  the  Right  Wing  ready  to  turn  to  you  in  case  John- 
ston attempts  to  strike  you  in  flank  or  to  jnove  on  toward  Fayetteville, 
aiming  to  arrive  there  or  near  about  the  same  time  with  your  rear.  I 
propose  your  command  should  first  enter  and  occupy  Fayetteville  and 
secure  the  bridge  it  possible,  otherwise  to  make  a  lodgjnent  across  with 
pontoons.  En  route  break  the  railroad  which  is  known  as  the  Wilming- 
ton and  Charlotte,  but  is  only  partially  down  to  Rockingham.  It  is  of 
little  importance,  but  being  on  it,  we  might  as  well  use  up  some  of  its 
iron.  At  its  depots  you  may  finu  some  corn  and  meal.  On  approach- 
ing Fayetteville  you  may  give  out  that  if  the  bridge  is  destroyed  we 
will  deal  harshly  by  the  town,  but  if  there  be  no  positive  resistance 
and  if  the  enemy  spare  the  bridge  I  wish  the  town  to  be  dealt  with 
generously.  Of  course  we  will  dispose  of  all  public  stores  and  property 
but  will  spare  private  houses.  Use  wheat,  corn,  meal,  bacon,  animals, 
wagons,  &c.,  needed  by  your  command,  but  try  and  keep  the  foragers 
from  insulting  families  by  word  or  rudeness.  It  might  be  well  to 
instruct  your  brigade  commanders  that  we  are  now  out  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  that  a  little  moderation  may  be  of  political  consequence  to  us  in 
North  Carolina.  At  Fayetteville  if  we  can  secure  boats  of  any  kind, 
even  coal  flats,  I  will  send  down  Cape  Fear  River  the  bulk  of  the 
refugees,  white  and  black,  that  swells  our  numbers  and  consumes  the 
food  necessary  for  our  combatants.  I  have  no  doubt  of  having  daily 
intercourse  with  you  by  courier  or  in  person,  and  only  name  these 
points  that  you  may  initiate  measures  to  accomplish  these  ends.  The 
enemy  has  abandoned  many  caissons  loaded  with  ammunition  on  his 
route  of  retreat,  and  if  you  can  push  or  threaten  him  about  Rocking- 
ham I  doubt  not  he  will  drop  more.  The  moment  General  Davis  strikes 
the  plank  road  he  should  push  with  all  possible  speed  into  Fayetteville. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  (Jommandlng. 


Sneedsborough,  March  0,  ]H(;5 — 1]  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Generalin-Ghief : 
General:  I  have  sent  Williams  to  Cheraw  to  cross,  with  orders  to 
push  direct  to  McFarland's  Bridge.     Kilpatrick  is  now  crossing  at  this 
point  and  will  act  on  your  orders  of  yesterday,  which  were  forwarded 
to  him  at  once. 

I  hope  to  get  Davis  across  by  daylight,  and  shall  move  with  him  as 
far  as  Love's  Bridge,  and  perhaps  to  Fayetteville.  All  your  directions 
as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  at  Fayetteville  will  be  remembered.  "W'e 
have  had  trouble  with  the  bridge  here,  but  I  hope  are  all  right  now. 
The  river  is  850  feet  wide  and  our  pontoon  train  is  not  good.  Boats 
have  been  lost,  and  the  organization  has  run  down  since  Buell  left  it; 
but  we  are  all  right  now,  and  there  will  be  some  rapid  marching  when 
we  get  started. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- Ge7ieral. 
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Special        )      Hdqiis.  Foukteentii  Army  Oori's, 
Field  Orders,  V  Grossing  of  Great  Pedee  River,  S.  G., 

^o.  10.  )  March  0,  1865. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  in  tlie  direction  of  Fayetteville,  N.  C, 
as  follows : 

Geiieral  Carlin  will  move  at  dayliglit  from  the  vicinity  of  the  river 
via  Love's  (or  Blue's)  Bridge  by  way  of  llockingham;  or  by  a  more 
direct  road,  leaving  Eockingham  to  the  left,  if  such  a  road  can  be  found. 

General  Baird  will  move  at  daylight,  and  crossing  as  soon  as  he  can 
obtain  possession  of  the  bridge,  will  follow  General  Carlin. 

General  Morgan  will  cross  in  rear  of  General  Baird,  and  will  cover 
the  raising  of  the  bridge,  giving  all  necessary  instructions  and  assist- 
ance to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Moore,  who  will  report  to  and  receive  orders 
from  him  until  further  instructions.  The  reserve  artillery  and  ammu- 
nition train  will,  as  usual,  move  under  General  Morgan. 

General  Slocum,  commanding  Left  Wing,  will  move  with  the  Four- 
teenth Corps,  and  his  headquarters  train  will  be  admitted  to  any  posi- 
tion in  the  column  which  he  may  select. 

Cor])s  head(iuarters  train  will  move  with  General  Baird. 

In  the  absen(;e  of  further  orders,  the  different  commanders  will  march 
each  morning  at  daylight  and  make  the  greatest  distance  possible  each 
day,  reporting  their  position  every  evening. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUKG, 
Lieutenant- Golonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Crossinfi  of  Great  Pedee  River,  8.  G.,  March  6,  1865. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Buell, 

Gonidg.  Second  Prig.,  First  Div.,  Fourteenth  Army  Gorps: 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  express  to  you  his 
satisfaction  Avith  the  energy  and  perseverance  you  have  dis])layed  in 
laying  the  bridge  over  the  Great  Pedee,  and  his  gratification  at  its 
coni])letion.  Yoti  are  now  relieved  Irom  duty  at  the  river  and  will 
march  your  brigade  to-night  with  its  division.  During  the  march  on 
Favetteville,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore  will  report  his  command  to 
Brigadier-General  Morgan,  and  will  raise  the  bridge  under  his  direc- 
tions. He  will  report  to  you  again  at  the  latter  place.  If  you  have  any 
instructions  or  suggestions  wliich  will  aid  Colonel  Moore  in  raising  the 
bridge  please  give  them  to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  &c., 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Ghief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Sneedshorough,  N.  G.,  March  0, 1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-day  to  Cheraw  to  cross  the  river  as 
follows:  Second  Division  at  8  a.  m.;  First  Division  at  9  a.  m.;  Third 
Division  at  10  a.  m.  "  Each  division  will  cover  its  own  trains.  The 
artillery  will  precede  the  train  of  the  Second  Division. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Ordees.1  Headqxtaktees  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Great  Pedee  River,  March  6',  1865. 
This  command  will  march  to-morrow  to  Mark's  Creek  as  follows: 
Second  Division  at  G  a.  m.  The  I'irst  Division  will  march  in  time  to 
close  up  with  the  trains  of  the  leading  division,  the  Third  Division 
niai<-liing  in  rear  of  the  First  Division.  General  Geary  will  march  one 
unencumbered  brigade  in  advance.  General  Ward  will  detail  one 
brigade  as  a  rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will  accompany  the 
rear  guard;  the  remainder  of  the  artillery  will  inarch  in  rear  of  the 
advanced  brigade.  The  artillery  ammunition  train  will  follow  the  train 
of  the  leading  division,  each  division  covering  its  own  train. 
By  commaud  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOTER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  6,  1865— 12.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield: 

Sheridan  will  push  on  to  Lynchburg  and  if  information  received 
there  justifies  it,  he  will  push  on  into  North  Carolina  and  join  you  and 
Sheriiiau  with  a  cavalry  force  of  about  8,000  men. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutenant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

[■  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  23.  )  Wilmington,  N.  G.,  March  6,  1865. 

IV.  The  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  having  reported  at  these 
headquarters,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Armies  of 
the  United  States,  will  report  for  orders  to  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 
commanding  Provisional  Corps. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Gum  Swamp,  March  6,  1865. 
Col.  W.  W.  Wright,  Neic  Berne : 

The  old  track  is  simply  capsized  from  Core  Creek  for  about  five  miles 
and  a  half.  The  remainder  of  flie  way  the  iron  has  been  carried  off. 
The  i)lank  that  was  sent  up  need  not  be  used  for  our  purposes,  but 
you  can  use  it  as  you  originally  intended. 

I  would  like  to  arrange  so  that  the  road  shall  be  finished  each  night 
to  a  point  where  our  wagons  may  meet  the  trains  by  driving  right 
down  the  old  roadbed.  This  they  can  do  if  it  be  not  necessary  to 
scatter  ties,  &c.,  iu  advance  of  the  point  to  which  each  day's  work 
will  finish  it. 

This  arrangement  will  save  several  miles  of  travel,  and  as  I  have  so 
few  wagons  it  is  very  important  to  me.  Still  I  do  not  wish  to  impede 
your  progress. 

How  fast  can  you  relay  the  track  over  the  five  miles  from  Core 
Creek?    Has  any  more  iron  arrived? 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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GoKE  Creek,  March  6,  1865. 
Captain  Kimball, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  New  Berne: 
Send  up  to  Captain  Loud,  of  the  escort,  three  days'  rations  of  forage 
for  105  horses.  Let  me  know  if  the  steamers  and  flats  are  ready 
for  use,  and  whether  yon  can  ship  on  them  rations  for  the  command. 
I  will  telegraph  again  whether  I  wish  them  to  start,  but  want  every- 
thing ready. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Core  Creek,  March  6,  1865. 
Col.  J.  W.  Barriger, 

Commissary  of  Subsistence,  New  Berne : 
How  long  do  you  stay,  and  shall  I  see  you?  Arrangements  should 
be  made  to  supply  all  our  force  here,  including  the  division  of  Twenty- 
third  Corps,  through  the  depot  commissary  of  subsistence  at  New 
Berne,  to  simplify  matters.  General  Schofield  expects  to  join  me  at 
Kinston  in  a  few  days,  marching  across  the  country. 

.T.  D.  COX, 
Major-Oencral,  Commanding. 


Core  Creek,  March  6, 1865. 
Capt.  A.  C.  Rhind, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Agawam: 
I  expect  within  two  days  to  move  some  steamers  with  flats  in  tow 
up  the  Neuse  to  Kinston,  if  1  shall  be  in  possession  there;  other- 
wise to  such  point  on  the  river  near  there  as  I  may  reach.  I  have  one 
armv  gun-boat  at  New  Berne  to  convoy  them.  I  understood  from 
Captain  Truxtun  that  your  vessels  drew  too  much  water  to  go  up  the 
river,  and  therefore  supposed  it  would  be  imt>ossible  for  you  to  assist 
me.  I  expect  to  learn  definitely  whether  the  ram  reported  at  Kins- 
ton is  likely  to  be  used,  before  ordering  the  boats  up.  My  object  in 
moving  the  vessels  is  twofold—first,  to  bring  up  supplies;  and  seciOnd, 
to  use  them  as  a  ferrv  or  pontoon  bridge,  according  to  circumstances. 
If  you  can  suggest  any  way  in  which  the  navy  can  (jo-operate  1  shall 
be  most  happy.  The  harbor  master  at  New  Berne  can  give  you  full 
particulars.  ^  ^  ^^^^ 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Gum  Creek,  March  6, 1865. 

3revet  Major-General  Ruger,  , .  ,  . 

Commanding  First  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps : 
General:  You  mny  move  your  division  to  this  point  in  the  morn- 
ing, starting  at  7  o'clock.  If  you  can  possibly  do  so,  let  the  men  bring 
four  davs'  rations  witli  them,  as  it  is  very  important  to  be  as  ittle 
deTierident  upon  the  railroad  for  a  few  days  as  possible.  I  would  like  to 
have  all  the  rations  you  do  not  use  which  are  now  at  the  railroad  near 
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you  sent  up  to  the  Core  Creek  Station  at  the  terminus  of  the  road, 
immediately,  so  that  wagons  from  General  Carter's  command  may  meet 
them  there  to-night.  Please  furnish  a  detail  to  load  them  as  soon  as 
the  railroad  can  furnish  a  train.  A  portion  of  General  Palmer's 
division  is  pushing  forward  in  advance  of  this  position  to-night,  and  I 
hope  to-morrow  to  be  able  to  close  in  upon  Kinston  and  test  the 
question  of  tiie  rebels  making  a  stand  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-Ocneral,  Commanding. 


Gu:\i  Swamp,  March  6,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer, 

Commanding  Division,  District  of  Beaufort: 

General:  I  think  your  wagons  had  better  go  back  by  way  of  the 
railroad,  to  get  either  forage  or  supplies  as  you  may  think  best.  If 
Claasseii  gets  a  position  over  Southwest  Creek  I  shall  want  your  divis- 
i(m  to  move  up  to  that  ]ioint  very  early  in  the  morning,  but  in  that  case 
the  baggage  will  have  to  be  left  till  the  wagons  come  up  again. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  U.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

2^0.  11.  ]  Near  Core  Creek,  March  6,  1865. 

The  division  will  move  for  Gum  Creek  at  7  o'clock  tomorrow  morn- 
ing (March  7).  The  command  will  move  in  the  following  order,  viz: 
First,  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Orr  (iommanding;  second.  Third  Brigade, 
Colonel  Thomas  commanding;  tliir<l.  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  McQuis- 
ton  commanding.  The  batteries  and  baggage  will  move  by  the  Dover 
road,  and  two  regiments  will  be  detailed  from  tlie  Second  Brigade  to 
guard  the  batteries  and  baggage.  The  senior  officer  of  the  two  regi- 
ments detailed  from  the  Second  Brigade  will  report  to  these  head- 
quarters for  instructions  to-morrow  morning  at  (J  o'clock.  The  pickets 
and  all  safeguards  will  be  drawn  in  at  daylight  to  morrow  morning 
(March  7). 

By  conniiand  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Euger: 

-J.  E.  CEAVENS, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ^    IIdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div., 

(  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

■^o- 14.  )  Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  6,  1865. 

The  circumstances  connected  with  my  assuming  command  of  this 
brigade  occasions  embarrassment  which  cannot  be  expressed  I  can 
only  hope  that  the  former  mutual  confidence  which  has  existed  may 
still  continue  and  that  I  may  be  able  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  gallant 
brigade  which  I  have  the  honor  to  commnnd. 

n  ,      1  rr       ,    ,.^„    -,,.  ,  .  OELANDO  H.  MOORE, 

Colonel  Twenty-Jifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  Gomdg  Brigade 
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Special  Orders,  i  Hdcjrs.  District  of  Wilmington, 

^o.  o.  )  Wilmington,  K  C,  March  6, 1865. 

V.  Maj.  F.  W.  Prince,  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  com- 
manding post  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  will,  in  addition  to  his  other  duties, 
act  as  provost-marshal  of  the  post. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  li.  Hawley: 

■  E.  LEWIS  MOOEE, 
Gnptaiii  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqitarters  District  of  Wilmington, 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  0, 1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Abbott,  Commanding  Post : 

Sir:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  wislies  you  to  take  imme- 
diate charge  of  the  defenses  of  Wilmington,  including  the  outpost  or 
bridge-head  just  over  Brunswick  River,  protecting  the  pontoon  bridge. 
You  will  examine  the  line  of  Smith's  (Jreek  and  Jumping  Run  and  the 
ponds,  &c.,  with  a  view  to  defense  and  to  the  picket-line  which  will 
be  needed  when  Major-General  Terry's  command  shall  be  withdrawn. 
Yon  will  complete  tlie  earth- worlc  laid  out  for  the  protection  of  Wil- 
mington and  Weldon  Railroad  depots,  jvhich  are  to  be  used  as  Govern- 
ment warehouses.  Ui)on  application  to  Major  Terry,  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, &c.,  a  detail  of  200  will  be  furnished  for  that  purpose. 
Captain  McClure,  of  the  engineers,  is  in  immediate  charge  of  that  work 
and  of  other  engineering  operations  about  Wilmington.  He  will  report 
to  you  as  post  commandant.  It  will  be  well  to  visit  the  outpost  on 
Brunswick  River  soon.  It  consists  of  200  men,  under  Captain  Lawrence, 
Seventh  New  Hampshire.  Ought  to  be  relieved  as  often  as  once  a  week. 
You  will  endeavor  to  keep  a  careful  report  of  all  transient  detachments 
of  troops,  requiring  them  to  make  daily  held  returns  to  you.  You 
should  be  able  to  give  the  entire  force  in  the  city  daily,  including  all 
prisoners,  convalescents,  recruits,  &c.,  as  they  will  be  constantly  pre- 
senting requisitions  for  rations. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  LEWIS  MOORE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  ti.  C,  March  6,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States  : 
General  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Briga- 
dier-General Webster,  chief  of  staff  to  General  Sherman,  requesting 
that  no  troops  be  taken  from  Savannah  to  be  replaced  by  inferior  ones.* 
Two  brigades  were  at  the  time  under  orders  to  proceed  from  Savannali 
to  Cape  Fear  River,  in  compliance  with  your  order  of  February  19.  I 
have  authorized  General  Grover,  commanding  at  Savannah,  to  retain 
for  the  present  one  of  the  brigades  named,  and  I  presume  that  by  the 
time  we  have  transportation  for  them  something  more  definite  than  the 
information  we  now  possess  will  be  ascertained  concerning  the  rebel 
force  at  Augusta  and  other  future  movements. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

*  See  Webster  to  Gillmore,  2cl,  p.  658. 
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Hdqrs.  Nobtheen  District,  Dbpt.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  6,  1865. 

Mai.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmoeb, 

GommaniUng  Department  of  the  South: 
General  :  Your  instructions  to  put  a  steamer  on  as  an  express 
vessel  to  bring  information  from  Georgetown  have  been  received,  i 
Lave  no  steamer  here  suited  for  the  purpose  but  the  Anna  Maria,  and 
for  her  I  have  no  coal.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  send  the  remainder 
of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty -seventh  New  York  and  the  additional 
regiment  ordered  to  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant  „  *  m/^ir 

JHU.  Jr.  HAIOU., 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  op  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  March  (>,  1865. 

Major-General  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South  : 
General:  Your  instructions  to  have  the  interior  passage  opened  to 
Hilton  Head  will  be  carried  out  as  soon  as  possible.     We  are  hampered 
liere  by  want  of  coal  or  steamers  suitable  for  the  purpose  that  will 
barn  wood. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■^  JNO.  P.  HATCH,      ■ 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

The  quartermaster  tells  me  that  the  Goit  will  be  detained  until  4  p.  m. 
to  cet  the  regriment  ordered  down  on  board.    It  will  not  occur  again. 

J.  P.  H., 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

i  Department  op  the  South, 

No.  12.  )  Charleston,  S.  C,  March  6,  1865. 

III.  No  officer  or  soldier  will  be  allowed  to  enter  any  house  within 
the  limits  of  the  district  under  pretense  of  searching  for  anus  or  prop- 
erty liable  to  confiscation  without  written  authority  from  Captain 
Sturdevant,  with  the  following  exceptions: 

First.  Authority  from  the  headquarters,  signed  by  commanding 
general. 

Second.  Authority  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post  of  Charles- 
ton, signed  by  himself. 

Third.  Commanders  of  columns  moving  through  the  country  may 
designate,  by  written  orders  during  the  march,  officers  for  this  purpose. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  PEERY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Speciai.  Ordeks,  ^  Hdqes.  Noetheen  District, 

>  DEPAETMENT   of   THE   SOUTH, 

No.  42.  )  Gharlenton,  S.  C,  March  6,  1865. 

II.  Col.  E.  A.  Kozlay,  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  having 
reported  at  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  ordered  to  report  with  his 
coinmiiud  to  Brigadier-General  Schimuielfennig,  commanding  defenses 
of  Charleston,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

♦  ***#*♦ 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  1'.  Hatch : 

LEONAED  B.  PERRY. 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.'Gen. 


Headquaeteks  Post  of  Charleston, 

Gharlesioii,  S.  C,  March  0,  18G5. 
Rev.  Joseph  P.  Thompson,  D.  D., 

President  of  the  American  Union  Commission,  New  York  City : 
Reveeend  and  Deae  Sie:  Mr.  Mahlou  T.  Hewitt,  of  your  city, 
has  called  upon  me  iu  behalf  of  the  American  Union  Mission  to  ascer- 
tain the  true  condition  of  the  people  of  Charleston,  and  to  devise  some 
method  by  which  the  sufl'ering  and  want  occasioned  by  the  rebellion 
may  be  most  surely  alleviated.  We  thank  you  for  this  prompt  indica- 
tion that  the  men  of  the  North  symijathize  in  the  afflictions  of  their 
fellow  countrymen,  and  desire  to  meet  them  Avhen  returning  to  loyalty 
in  the  true  spirit  of  a  Christian  brotherhood.  The  suffering  here  is 
gi'cat,  nor  is  it  confined  to  the  poorer  class  alone.  Charleston  is  to-day 
cut  oil  from  the  back  country  by  the  presence  of  intervening  armies. 
Families  who  have  heretofore  derived  their  income  from  country  estates 
are  now,  of  necessity,  in  want.  Others  whose  property  has  been  grad- 
ually absorbed  into  rebel  bonds  are  penniless.  The  rebel  currency  is 
worthless.  Thus  many  who  have  been  tenderly  reared  are  now  suffer- 
ing. In.stances  of  want  come  daily  and  hourly  to  my  notice,  which  I 
am  powerless  to  alleviate.  Major-General  Gillmore,  commanding  this 
department,  generously  turned  over  most  of  the  rice  captured  in  the 
city  to  a  committee,  who  are  distributing  it  for  the  relief  of  the  most 
necessitous.  But  this  supply  can  only  last  for  a  few  days  at  the  best, 
and  does  not  begin  to  answer  our  wants.  We  need  money,  provisions, 
chithing,  and  medicines  and  delicacies  for  the  sick.  You  cannot  do  too 
much  for  us.  Your  agent,  Mr.  Hewitt,  has,  at  my  suggestion,  invited 
several  prominent  residents  of  Charleston  to  organize  as  an  auxiliary 
association  to  your  commission,  and  thus  insure  the  safe  and  equitable 
distribution  of  the  charity  which  you  so  nobly  offer.  These  gentlemen 
have  accepted,  and  the  loyal  people  of  the  North  may  rely  upon  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  trust.  I  believe  that  the  nation  will  respond 
to  the  appeal  which  your  commission  makes  in  behalf  of  this  great 
charity,  and  look  forward  hopefully  to  the  day  when  the  olive  branch 
you  proffer  shall  be  planted  beside  hearthstones  made  desolate  by  war, 
and  bear  the  golden  fruitage  of  reconciliation  and  i)cacc. 

Very  rest)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEWART  L.  WOODFORD, 
Colonel  103d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Commanding  the  City. 
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Savannah,  Ga.,  March  G,  1865. 
[General  Gillmoke:] 

My  Dear  General:  On  my  return  to  Siivaiiiiali  from  the  i)rison  at 
Audersonville,  Ga.,  the  poor  Catholics  of  my  charge  meutioued  to  me 
the  awful  uews  "  that  the  Catholic  graveyard  was  turned  into  a  fortifi- 
cation, the  ashes  of  the  dead  uplifted  into  a  military  bi^east-work,  and 
that  the  remains  of  the  bishops,  priests,  and  sisters  of  mercy  (victims 
of  yellow  fever  in  1857  and  1858)  liad  to  be  removed  to  save  them  from 
profanation."  It  must  be  in  extreme  military  necessity  when  the 
ashes  of  tlie  dead  are  disturbed  or  breast-works  erected  on  their  place 
of  repose.    Might  can  effect  it,  but  does  Eight  sanction  it'? 

I  look  on  you  and  Major-General  Foster  to  be  brave  and  christian 
generals,  and  I  am  deeply  aftlicted  that  any  subordinate  should,  by 
any  act  of  his  or  their  anti-Catholic  feeling,  tarnish  the  dignity  and 
honor  of  your  names. 

I  feel  that  the  spirits  of  the  dead,  whose  bodies  have  been  exhumed, 
command  of  you  in  justice  and  religion  to  have  them  rejjlaced  in  tlieir 
former  place  of  rest,  and  the  injuries  done  the  Catholic  graveyard 
repaired. 

With  every  sentiment  of  esteem,  I  am,  my  dear  general,  yours,  truly, 

■pETElt  WHELAX, 

"  Catholic  Priest." 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  6,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  Schxtrz, 

Waxhinf/ton  City  : 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  directs  me  to  respectfully  acknowledge 
the  receipt  by  him  of  your  letter  of  date  UGtli  February,  and  to  say  to 
you  in  reply  that,  upon  the  completion  of  your  present  duties,  you  will 
be  ordered  to  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  as  yon  request  As 
soon  as  you  are  ready  to  go  to  Sherman,  please  notify  these  head(iuar- 
ters  and  the  necessary  orders  will  be  sent  you  at  once. 

T.  S.  BOWEES, 
Ansistant  Adjutant-  General. 


TT       T<  n.  o  ^^'^'^'  Point,  Va.,  March  7,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  ' 

Secretary  of  ^Yar  : 

rri^^^n^'''^"'°"/^l*'''l"''"\^*^;'^"y.^''"^''*"  ""tl'i'igof  particular  interest. 
The  following  items  are  taken  from  the  Whig: 


THE  NKWS  EMnAUGO. 


tban  before  for  info/„.atio.  from  tLenoc^Mtief  o'f^'X  o";;  a   Z' '"iuTortB^'of 

"i:^'s;r?^^s  ^--^Tvr  riF^"''^« -^^ 

tmnspires which  4^1' ,' ublthed  ^^^l  .re co^^.tntTi'TV,""'  ' '/'"ly"""^  "^  interest 
War  U  cause  the  "ewj  to  h:'S^:;treo-"St:d%'o'\^^^^^^^^^^^  '^'='^^*'^^  "^ 
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From  Columbia. 

It  is  pertain  that  a  large  jiortion  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  has  been 
burued,  but  as  yet  we  have  no  positive  information  as  to  the  extent  of  the  fire,  or 
boundaries  of  the  burned  district. 

The  Charlotte  Bulletin  of  the  26th  ultimo  says  that  it  was  rumored  that  the  city 
had  been  garrisoned  by  2,500  ne^ro  troops,  and  that  a  raid  had  been  made  on  tlie 
■worlishops  of  the  Greenville  railroad  at  Helena,  in  Newberry  District,  and  much 
lirojierty  destroyed. 

Tlie  (ireensborough  Patriot  of  tlie  2d  instant  says  that  Sherman  left  no  forces  at 
all  in  Columbia,  and  it  understands  his  troops  did  very  little  damage  to  private 
property.  The  old  capitol  building  was  burnt,  the  lire  originatingfrom  shells  which 
were  thrown  at  the  new  capitol,  near  the  old  building.  Railroad  conimuuication  is 
now  open  to  Columbia,  says  the  Patriot,  and  those  of  the  citizens  who  lied  on 
Sherman's  approach  are  returning  to  their  homes. 

From  the  CtiroUnas. 

The  Goldsborough  .Journal  of  the  4th  instant  says ; 

"From  Kinstou  we  have  the  assnrance  that  all  is  quiet.  Not  only  has  no  advance 
been  made  by  the  enemy,  but  it  is  thought  doubtful  by  outsiders  if  there  is  any  large 
force  at  New  Berne.  At  all  events  no  apprehension  is  felt  there,  and  we  know  our 
military  authorities  are  on  the  alert. 

"From  Schofield's  command,  on  the  line  of  the  Wilmington  road,  we  have  very  lit- 
tle. There  has  been  no  advance  in  this  direction  during  the  past  week."  Referring 
to  Sherman,  the  Journal  says :  "  We  shall  not  be  much  surprised  to  hear  of  a  retro- 
grade movement  on  his  part:  indeed,  we  fear  he  will  make  one." 

Details  of  the  above  news  are  contraband.  The  public  must  be  i)ationt,  with  the 
assurance  that  all  is  going  well. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 


Hdqks.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Briffhfxville,  S.  C,  ]\lnrvh  7,  1865. 

Mai.  Gqw.  W.  T.  Sherman,  .     . 

Commanding  Military  JWeisiou  of  the  Mississippi : 
General:  Captain  Duncan  has  been  to  tlie  railroad  to-day.  He 
burned  some  trestle-work  and  learned  that  the  rebels  themselves  had 
broken  the  road  below  Lumbertou.  I  send  you  herewith  papers  ot  the 
1st  and  2d,  which  he  brought  in.  My  left  column  will  to-morrow  move 
to  Laurinburg,  and  my  right  to  Gilopolis.  My  headquarters  will  be 
to-morrow  night  at  Laurinburg. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  Field,  Crooked  Creeh,  March  7,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
General  :  Yours  of  this  date,  inclosinj.-  pnpers,  is  received.  The  gen- 
eral-in-chief  will  move  to-morrow  with  this  corps,  and  n.eet  you  at 
Laurinburg. 

I  am,  with  respect,  ^    ^^    DAYTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special       )         Headquakteks  Department  and 
Field  Obdeks,  }  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

No.  55.  )  JBrightsville,  8.  C,  March   7,  1865. 

III.  The  Fifteeiitli  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Loffancominand- 
iiig,  will  move  forward  toward  Laiirinburs  with  the  head  of  columu 
reaching  that  point.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  V.  P. 
Blair  commanding,  will  move  to  Gilopolis.  General  Blair  will  send  for- 
ward his  mounted  infantry  and  secure  Campbell's  Bridge.  These  head- 
quarters will  be  established  during  to-morrow  at  or  near  Laurinburg. 

IV.  Corps  commanders  will  endeavor  to  have  collected  for  each 
division  and  to  keep  constantly  on  hand  at  least  fifteen  days'  supply 
of  fresh  beef  on  the  hoofs,  and  to  have  at  least  that  amount  on  hand 
at  the  close  of  the  campaign.  In  collecting  cattle  care  should  be  taken 
to  collect  those  of  good  size  and  only  such  as  will  make  good  beef. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

March  7,  1865. 
Captain  Van  Dyke, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  :  I  haA^e  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Third  and  Second 
Divisions  will  be  in  camp  at  the  crossing  of  the  main  Fayetteville  road 
over  Crooked  Creek.  The  position  of  the  other  divisions  I  presume 
you  know.  General  Logan  is  now  selecting  a  camp  for  Second  Divis- 
ion, and  in  consequence  thereof — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

March  7,  1865. 
Captain  Van  Dyke, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  Tennessee  : 
Captain  :  The  pontoon  train  is  up,  and  has  gone  into  park.     It  will 
move  to-morrow  morning  with  this  column.    Laurinburg  is  Laurel  Hill, 
The  citizens  speak  of  the  places  as  one  and  the  same. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee 

,,  .   „        T  *    T  Brightsville,  S.  G.,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  ' 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

V,  n^"S?^=  ^  ^^y®  *^®  ''^^^^^  to  receive  your  note  per  Major  Wood- 
ihe  general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that  General  Blair 
reports  that  every  house  on  his  line  of  march  to-day  was  pillaged, 
trunks  broken  open,  jewelry,  silver,  &c.,  taken.  An  order  on  the  Sub- 
ject wdl  be  issued  to-morrow  night.  In  the  meantime  he  asks  vou  to 
take  sufficient  measures  to  prevent  such  outrages,  and  be  sure  that  the 
division  commanders  know  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  foraging  parties 
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Uuless  these  outrages  are  stopped  au  order  will  have  to  be  issued  dis- 
continuing foraging  entirely.  I  inclose  you  General  B.'s  letter  on 
the  subject,  which  you  will  please  forward  to  General  Sherman  after 
reading.  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  AHjutant- General. 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Goodwin'' s  Mills,  8.  C,  March  7,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhitll, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  respectfully  report  that  I  left  camp  near  Grant's  Mill  at  6 
this  morning,  and,  moving  by  a  plantation  road  over  Naked  Creek,  went 
into  camp  again  this  p.  m.,  on  the  Fayetteville  stage  road  just  beyond 
Goodwin's  Mills,  facing  north  and  east,  so  as  to  cover  the  road.  My 
headquarters  are  near  the  mill.  I  inclose  the  report  of  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Woods,  commanding  First  Brigade,  concerning  the  explosion 
that  occurred  near  Oheraw  yesterday  morning.t  While  I  lament  the 
unfortunate  affair,  I  cannot  by  any  inquiry  discover  who  was  the  guilty 
or  careless  party  that  occasioned  the  explosion,  but  I  do  complain 
against,  and  blame,  the  officer  charged  with  the  duty  of  destroying  the 
ammunition  at  Cheraw  for  carelessness  in  exposing  it  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  trains  and  troops,  and  at  a  point  where  it  was  known  a  column 
would  be  obliged  to  pass. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Brightsville,  8.  C,  March  7, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  :  In  case  you  receive  no  orders  to  the  contrary  from  Gen- 
eral Logan,  the  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  forward  at 
7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  on  the  same  road  on  which  you  are  encamped  to 
Laurinburg.    General  Corse's  division  will  in  that  case  follow  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Groolced  Creelc,  8.  C,  March  7,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marched  on 
Fayetteville  road  at  12  m.,  crossed  Phill's  and  Heel  Creeks,  and  camped 
on  east  side  Crooked  Creek  at  0  p.  m.,  having  marched  eleven  miles. 
Captured  two  i)risoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•^       ^  '  W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 

*  See  p.  717.  t  See  Woods  to  Wilson,  p.  701. 
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Hdqrs.  Thikd  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Croolced  Creel;  S.  C,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHTJLL, 

Assintant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  liave  the  lionor  to  report  that  this  division  moved  from 
camp  near  Thill's  Creek  at  9  o'clock  this  a.  ni.  and  inarched,  via  neigh- 
borhood. Society  Hill,  and  Fayetteville  roads,  to  Crooked  Creek;  dis- 
tance, twelve  miles.  The  command  is  encamped  in  column  by  regiments 
on  the  north  side  of  the  main  road,  fronting  east.  Tliese  headquarters 
are  in  rear  of  the  division,  about  200  yards  from  road. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  A.rmy  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Goo(lwin''s  Milln,  8.  C,  March  7,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  division  this  instant:  Pursuant  to  instructions  received 
from  corps  headquarters,  I  broke  camp  at  7  a.  m.  and  moved  my  com- 
mand to  Goodwin's  Mills,  or  vicinity,  on  Crooked  Creek,  via  Irby's  and 
Easterling's  Mills,  and  the  junction  of  the  Bennettsville  and  Cheraw 
roads,  making  a  march  of  ten  miles,  the  greater  portion  of  the  route 
pursued  being  upon  what  the  citizens  designate  as  the  old  Stage  road, 
leading  direct  to  Spriuglield.  I  would  respectfully  state  that  my  com- 
mand barely  escaped  very  serious  detention  by  the  burning  of  Irby's 
and  Easterling's  Mills  by  the  Seventeoith  Army  Corps,  the  lire  com- 
municating to  both  bridges,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  foragers,  who 
were  in  time  to  extinguish  partially  the  flames,  I  should  not  have  been 
able  to  make  the  point  designated  in  your  order  until  a  much  later  hour. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Special        )       Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 
Field  Orders,  [•  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  30.  )  In  the  Field,  Goodivin\'i  Mills,  8.  C,  March  7,  1865. 

YI.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the 
8th  instant,  on  Laurinburg,  taking  the  old  Stage  road,  the  Second  Bri- 
gade in  advance,  with  one  regiment  nuirching^ibreast  of  tlie  battery; 
the  First  Brigade  in  rear,  with  three  regiments  marching  abreast  of 
the  supply  and  ordnaiuie  trains.     Trains  in  same  order  as  heretofore 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  II.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  FoxiRTH  ])ivision,  FIFTEENTH  Army  GoRrs, 

In  the  Meld,  Goodwin'n  Mills,  March  7,  1805. 

Col.   F.   J.   HURLRUT, 

Vommanding  Third  Brigade: 

Colonel:  This  division  will  follow  the  First  Division  to-morrow, 
starting  at  or  near  8  a.  ni.,  taking  the  old  Stage  road  and  passing 
through  Springfield  to  Laarinburg,  on  the  railroad.  You  will  start  in 
season  to  Join  u.s  here  if  possible. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  IWERTS, 
AnHistant  Adjutant- General. 

P-  S. — If  you  can  join  the  division  more  easily  by  moving  forward  on 
your  road  to  Springfield,  there  will  be  no  objection,  although  it  seems 
safer  to  come  this  way,  providing  you  are  not  over  three  or  four  miles 
away. 

By  order:  L.  H.  EVERTS, 

Asuistunt  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Hear  Heaver  Bam  (Jreeli,  S.  C,  March  7,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Tan  J)yke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command  isiiicamp 
on  the  east  side  of  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  with  the  mounted  infantry  at 
Bam's  Bridge.  Every  house  that  we  pass  is  pillaged,  and  as  we  are 
about  to  enter  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  I  think  the  people  should 
be  treated  more  considerately.  The  only  way  to  prevent  this  state  of 
affairs  is  to  put  a  stop  to  foraging.  1  have  enough  in  my  wagons  to 
last  to  Goldsborough,  and  1  suppose  the  rest  of  the  army  has  also.  I 
respectfully  suggest  that  an  order  be  issued  against  foraging. 
Very  respectfully, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 

Major  General  Hoavard, 

Commanding  Army  and  Department  of  the  Tennessee: 

Every  house  we  pass  is  pillaged  precisely  as  the  one  you  spoke  of  in 
yonr  dispatch  yesterday.  There  is  no  cure  except  the  entire  cessation 
of  foraging.  The  system  is  vicious  and  its  results  utterly  deplorable. 
As  there  is  no  longer  a  necessity  for  it  I  beg  that  an  order  may  be 
issued  to  prohibit  it.  General  Sherman  said  that  when  we  reached 
North  Carolina  he  would  pay  for  everything  brought  to  us  and  forbid 
foragiiig.  I  believe  it  would  have  an  excellent  effect  upon  the  country 
to  change  our  policy  in  this  respect,  and  consider  it  my  duty  to  submit 
the  matter  to  your  consideration. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIli,  Jr.. 

Major-  General. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquakteks  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Brightsvillc,  S.  C,  March  7, 1865. 
Eespectfally  forwarded  for  the  coiisideratioi)  of  the  general-in-chief. 
All  mounted  parties  of  foragers  will  be  dismounted  to-morrow-,  except 
one  for  each  division. 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 

Per  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Brightsville,  8.  G.,  March  7,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
couimunieation  in  relation  to  foraging.  In  reply,  the  general  directs 
me  to  say  that  an  order  will  be  issued  on  the  subject  to-morrow  night. 
In  the  meantime  he  asks  you  to  do  whatever  you  think  proper  to  regu- 
late the  foraging  in  your  own  command. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Departmeptt  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Brightsville,  8.  C,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General  :  The  general  wishes  to  know  as  soon  as  possible  to-mor- 
row whether  Campbell's  Bridge  has  been  destroyed,  and  if  so,  whether 
or  not  you  will  need  any  of  the  pontoon  bridge. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

jSo.  60.  I  Beaver  Dam  Church,  March  7,  1865. 

•  *»»*#» 

II.  The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  on  the  Fayetteville  road  to 
Campbell's  Bridge.  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  com- 
manding, will  have  the  advance  and  will  move  forward  at  8  a.  m.  The 
Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will  follow 
the  Third  Division.  The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  com- 
manding, will  follow  the  Fourth  Division.  The  First  Michigan  Engi- 
neers will  follow  the  Third  Division  with  tool  wagons  and  ambulances. 
Their  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  same  division.  The  troops  will 
move  on  the  right  of  the  train.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry 
will  move  forward  at  7  o'clock  and  secure  Campbell's  Bridge  ou  Lum- 
ber Kiver.    The  mounted  foragers  of  the  several  divisions  will  report 
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to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hughes,  commanding  Ninth  Illinois,  for  duty, 
and  will  start  sufficiently  early  to  reach   him  at  7    o'clock.     He  is 
encamped  at  Bam's  Bridge,  about  three  miles  from  camp  on  the  main 
roiid. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  P.  Blair: 

C.  OADLB,  Jr., 
Ansis'tant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Special  Obdees,  ^        Headquarters  Third  Division, 

>  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

jS'o.  54.  )  Beaver  Dam  Church,  March  7, 1865. 

This  command  will  move  forward  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow  in  the  advance. 
The  First  Brigade,  Col.  C.  Fairchild  commanding,  will  have  the 
advance,  moving  troops  on  the  right  of  the  road.  The  Second  Brigade, 
Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  commanding,  will  follow  the  First  Brigade,  detailing 
one  regiment  for  rear  guard.  Artillery  and  trains  in  usual  order. 
Mounted  foragers  will  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hughes,  command- 
ing Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  three  miles  in  the  advance,  at 
7  a.  ni. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force : 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Afisistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  ')  Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

>  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  8.  )         J^ear  Sneedshorough,  If.  G.,  March  7, 1865. 

All  offlcers  and  soldiers  of  this  command  are  reminded  that  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  was  one  of  the  last  States  that  passed  the  ordinance 
of  secession,  and  that  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  there  has 
been  in  this  State  a  strong  Union  party.  Her  action  on  the  question 
of  secession  was  undoubtedly  brought  about  by  the  traitorous  acts  of 
other  States,  and  by  intrigue  and  dishonesty  on  the  part  of  her  own 
citizens.  The  act  never  even  met  the  approval  of  the  great  mass  of  her 
people.  It  should  not  be  assumed  tliat  the  inhabitants  are  enemies  to 
our  Government,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  eltbrt  will  be  made 
to  ])revent  any  wanton  destruction  of  property,  or  any  unkind  treat- 
ment of  citizens. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

KOBT.  P.  DEOHERT, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Pedee  liiver,  J!f.  C,  March  7,  1865—9.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  McClurg, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  Everything  safely  over  the  river.    The  pontoon  is  being 
taken  up.    No  appearance  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES   D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquaeteks  Twentieth  Corps, 
Four  Miles  east  of  Cheraw,  iS.  C,  March  7,  18C5. 

Maj.  Gen.  11.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 
General:  We  commenced  crossing  the  bridge  at  4  p.  m.  yesterday, 
and  Lave  kept  at  work  all  night.  The  rear  division  is  now  nearly  up 
to  this  point.  I  have  started  the  Second  ]>ivision  toward  the  railroad 
at  IMark's  Creek.  Tlie  other  divisions  will  follow  and  encamp  in  that 
vicinity  to-night. 

Verv  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding. 


Okdeks.]  Headqtjakteks  Twentieth  Corps, 

Station  103,  Bocldngham  and  Wilmington  Itailroad, 

March  7, 18C5. 

This  command  will  march  toward  McFarland's  Bridge,  over  Lumber 
River,  to-morrow  as  follows:  First  Division  at  7  a.  m.,  Third  Division 
at  8  a.  m.,  Second  Division  at  9  a.  m.  General  Jacksou  will  march  two 
brigades  in  advance  of  the  trains.  General  Geary  will  detail  one  bri- 
gade as  rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will  march  w"ith  tlie  rear 
guard,  one  battery  in  rear  of  General  Jackson's  advanced  brigade,  the 
balance  at  the  head  of  the  trains.  The  artillery  ammunition  train  will 
march  in  rear  of  the  First  Division  train. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqks.  Cavalry  Command,  Mil.  Div.  ov  the  Miss., 

Bocldngham,  N.  C,  March  7,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  just  occupied  this 
place,  driving  out  Butler's  cavalry,  the  rear  guard  of  General  Hardee's 
forces.  Hardee  made  this  place  his  headquarters  Saturday  evening. 
His  troops  commenced  coming  in  Friday  morning;  the  last  came  in 
Saturday  night  and  left  Monday.  The  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
and  Tenth  Oiiio  are  now  pursuing  Butler,  who  has  taken  the  road  north, 
running  through  Fair  Ground  to  Ashborough.  Hardee  has  taken  the 
road,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  through  Ashborough  to  Green sborough. 
He  had  with  him  about  15,()(>(»  men  with  artillery.  I  can  hear  nothing 
from  Fayetteville.  I  believe  Hardee  is  marching  to  form  a  junction 
wall  Beauregard,  and  I  think  will  march  first  to  Ashborough  and 
thence  to  Green  sborough,  or  Raleigh,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  my  scouts 
meet  no  resistance  yet,  reported  on  roads  leading  to  Fayetteville.  The 
enemy  made  inquiries  in  this  place  about  bridges  over  Haw  River,  and 
I  think  if  he  was  marching  ou  Raleigh  would  move  as  high  up  as  Ash- 
borough m  order  to  avoid  Cape  Fear  River,  as  he  has  no  pontoon 
bridges,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  with  him. 

The  enemy  had  three  citizens  under  arrest  for  burning  bridges  over 
Lumber  River.  It  is  reported  the  enemy  has  about  8(K)  of  our  pris- 
oners ot  war  with  them  who  have  taken  tlie  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
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Sj!/^'^*''Slr^,°Iff''"'''''/'  ""'^  ^^"'^  ^"'  ""'"^  tl'«'"  to  work  upon  the 
roads  lour  came  m  to  my  hues  this  moruiug.  Our  trooi)s  under 
Schoheld,  It  ,8  reported  here  (and  1  think  the  iufonnatum  relS)  ™ 
at  Lhzabeth,  thirty-eight  miles  below  Fayetteville,  on  Friday  last. 
ihis  aloue  would  have  driveu  Hardee  north,  unless  the  enemy  intended 
toflghtat  layettevile.  I  will  promptly  advise  you  as  to  all  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  in  this  direction. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

T.        .  -T  ■      ..  ,  J-  KlLrATKIGK, 

Iji-erct  M(()or-i,cn<irul,  Coviviandint)  Vacalry,  Army  of  Incasion. 


IIDQIIS.   MiLITABY   DIVISION   01-'   THK   MISSISSIPPI, 

Ganq)  on  Fmjetteville  Road,  Thirteen  Miles  from  Ghcrmi; 

In  the  Field,  March  7,  1865. 
General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  EocJcingham  : 
General:  Your.s  of  this  date,  11  a.  m.,  is  just  received.  1  am  well 
pleased  to  learn  that  Hardee  is  making  well  north.  Though  willing 
now  to  fight  Joe  Johnston,  who  commands  in  chief,  I  would  prefer  to 
work  over  to  the  new  base  to  clear  our  columns  of  the  impedimenta 
and  make  junction  with  Schofield,  who  is  doubtless  working  up  toward 
Goldsborougli.  If  I  can  get  that  point  secure,  with  both  railroads  down 
to  Wilmington  and  New  Berne,  you  will  perceive  what  a  base  I  will 
have.  Ealeigh  will  be  easy  of  conquest  ami  we  can  drive  all  Carolina 
north  of  the  lloanoke,  where  the  concentrated  armies  of  the  Confeder- 
acy Avill  have  contracted  foraging  ground.  But  of  that  hereafter. 
Now  I  will  make  for  Fayetteville,  and  only  ask  you  to  keep  up  the  seem- 
ing appearance  of  pushing  after  Hardee,  but  really  keep  your  com- 
mand well  in  hand,  and  the  horses  and  men  in  the  best  possible  order 
as  to  food  and  forage.  To-morrow  night  I  will  send  messengers  with 
my  orders  for  Schotield,  but  shall  aim  to  reach  Goldsboiough.  1  don't 
want  to  make  "  Southing."  Our  infantry  columns  are  doing  well.  I 
M'ill  let  Davis  enter  Fayetteville  first,  and  if  the  people  M'ill  spare  the 
bridge,  I  want  all  to  be  easy  on  the  citizens,  but  if  they  burn  bridges 
or  bother  us  we  must  go  the  whole  figure.  In  conversation  with 
people  evince  a  determination  to  maintain  the  Union,  but  treat  all 
other  matters  as  beneath  a  soldier's  notice.  Give  us  a  whole  country 
with  a  Government  and  leave  details  to  tlie  lawyers.  Deal  as  moder- 
ately and  fairly  by  the  North  Carolinians  as  possible,  and  fan  the  flame 
of  discord  already  subsisting  between  them  and  their  proud  cousins  of 
South  Carolina.  There  never  was  much  love  between  them.  Toucli 
upon  the  chivalry  of  running  away,  always  leaving  their  families  for 
us  to  feed  and  protect,  and  then  on  purpose  accusing  us  of  all  sorts  of 
rudeness.  1  expect  to  reach  Fayetteville  by  Saturday,  and  will  deter- 
mine as  quick  as  possible  what  is  next  for  you,  but  1  don't  see  as  you 
can  do  better  than  hold  on  that  flank.  There  is  a  body  of  infantry  and 
cavalry  left  down  in  the  pocket  about  Florence  that  might  be  caught, 
but  it  won't  pay  to  chase  them — horse  flesh  is  too  precious.  Keep  your 
horses  in  the  best  order  for  the  day  when  we  must  have  a  big  fight — 
not,  however,  on  this  turn. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 
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Headquakteks  Uepaktmknt  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  7,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Sohofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 
General  :  There  are  several  thousand  men  here  belongriug  to  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  army  that  ought  to  join  liim  in  North  Carolina  as  soon 
as  possible.  If  you  have  any  steamers  that  you  can  spare  to  aid  m 
transporting  them,  I  would  like  them  to  be  sent  liere,  as  all  my  sea- 
going steamers  are  now  engaged  in  carrying  troops  to  Wilmington. 
Very  respe(;tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  Q.  A.  GILLMOKE, 

Major  General  of  Volunteers. 

P.  S.— If  you  can  spare  me  a  cargo  of  steamer's  coal  it  would  greatly 
facilitate  the  moving  of  the  troops.  I  am  borrowing  coal  from  the 
navy,  but  they  have  very  little. 

'  Q.  A.  GILLMOEE. 


Headquaeteks  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  K.  C,  March  7,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va.  : 
General:  The  troops  under  General  Cox  have  reached  Southwest 
Creek,  three  miles  this  side  of  Kinston,  to-day.  They  find  the  enemy 
in  considerable  force  behind  the  creek.  Hoke's  command  is  said  to  be 
there;  whether  any  other  troops,  is  not  ascertained.  I  arrived  here 
to-day;  I  will  go  to  the  front  to-morrow.  The  repair  of  the  railroad  is 
now  being  puslied  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Some  iron  arrived 
from  the  North  this  evening,  and  no  doubt  it  will  now  come  as  fast  as  it 
can  be  i)ut  down.  The  troops  are  several  miles  in  advance  of  the  pres- 
ent terminus  of  the  road,  and  I  tliiuk  will  be  able  to  keep  ahead  of  it. 
If  Hoke's  command  alone  is  in  our  front,  he  cannot  detain  us  long. 
If  a  greater  force,  I  may  have  to  wait  till  General  Couch  arrives.  But 
I  shall  make  the  attempt  to  take  Kinston  at  once  unless  satisfied  that 
it  cannot  be  done.  Palmer's  delay  is  unfortunate,  since  it  has  given 
the  enemy  time  to  concentrate,  and  has  kept  the  railroad  workmen 
idle  some  time  longer  than  necessary.  Since  Cox  arrived  he  has 
pushed  matters  with  all  possible  vigor,  and  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  make 
n\i  lost  time.  Colonel  Wright  thinks  he  can  repair  the  road  to  Golds- 
borough  by  the  20th,  if  we  are  able  to  clear  the  way.  I  will  write 
more  fully  as  soon  as  I  develop  the  real  condition  of  affairs  in  front. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELl), 

Major-  General. 


MoREHEAD  City.  March  7,  1865. 
Major-General  Cox : 

I  have  just  arrived.  Will  go  to  New  Berne  to-day.  Couch  marched 
yesterday.  He  will  have  canvas  pontoon  bridge  here  in  a  day  or  two. 
I  have  your  letter  of  the  4th.    All  right. 

J.  M.  SCllOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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IIeadquaktkes  DisriucT  of  Beaufort, 

Gum  iSivamp,  March  7,  1865, 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  ackuowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
patch announcing  your  arrival  at  Morehead.  My  advance  was  last 
nij-ht  at  Wise's  Forks,  four  miles  above  here,  and  tive  miles  from  Kins- 
ton.  Palmer's  and  Carter's  divisions  camped  here,  and  linger  at  Core 
Creek.  Palmer  moved  early  this  morning  to  occupy  the  varicms  road 
crossings  of  Southwest  Creek,  three  miles  from  Kinston,  tlie  last  point 
the  enemy  can  make  a  stand  at  outside  of  the  works  at  the  bridge. 
Carter  moves  up  to  Wise's  Forks  to  support  Palmer  as  soon  as  he 
issues  rations,  which  arrived  this  morning,  and  linger  moves  uj)  to  this 
point  today.  The  cavalry  are  on  my  left  covering  the  Trent  road  and 
feeling  well  out  in  the  direction  of  Kenansvillc.  Major  Dow,  of  my 
staff,  with  a  troop  of  cavalry  is  reconnoitering  the  roads  leading  to 
Neuse  Eiver,  with  a  view  of  determining  at  what  points  it  would  be 
practicable  to  reach  the  river  for  the  purjiose  of  crossing  or  receiving 
supplies.  I  have  this  morning  received  the  information  from  New 
Berne  that  the  obstructions  in  the  river  are  sufliciently  removed  to 
permit  the  passage  of  boats.  My  lines  to-night  will  jHattically  invest 
the  bridge-head  at  Kinston  by  occupying  the  line  of  Southwest  Creek, 
my  right  being  within  reaching  distance  of  the  river.  A  deserter  who 
came  in  lust  night  reports  that  several  trains  loaded  with  re-enforce- 
ments arrived  at  Kinston  two  days  ago.  He  thinks  a  division  arrived, 
but  his  information,  beyond  the  fact  of  the  trains  arriving,  is  vague. 
I  had  purposed  ordering  the  boats  up  the  river  to-morrow,  but  deem  it 
prudent  to  try  to  learn  the  truth  of  this  report  first,  as  the  river  is  very 
narrow  and  the  current  swift,  and  a  small  force  of  the  enemy  with  a 
battery  could  stop,  if  not  destroy,  the  boats  from  points  on  the  other 
bank.  I  shall  be  today  ten  miles  beyond  the  railroad  terminus  with 
my  troops,  being  seven  miles  here  from  the  point  reached  by  the  con- 
struction corps  last  night.  Most  of  the  troo])s  have  three  days'  rations 
from  this  morning.  The  distance  is  fully  as  great  as  it  is  practicable  to 
.supply  ourselves  with  our  few  wagons,  but  as  I  found  the  rails  remain- 
ing by  the  roadside  five  miles  farther  than  I  expected,  I  hope  Colonel 
Wright  will  speedily  lessen  the  distance  between  us  and  the  railroad 
terminus.  I  had  intended  moving  my  headquarters  this  p.  m.  to  Wise's 
Forks,  but  will  leave  them  here  till  I  hear  from  you  again.  If  you 
notify  me  by  telegraph  when  you  may  purpose  coming  up  I  will  have 
horses  at  the  end  of  the  railroad. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

J.  J).  COX, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 


Wise's  Forks,  March  7, 1865, 
Major-General  Schofield, 

New  Berne: 
The  advance  of  both  Palmer's  and  Carter's  columns  find  the  enemy 
in  position  with  artillery  at  both  the  Dover  road  and  railroad  cross- 
ings of  Southwest  Greek,  three  miles  from  Kinston.  I  am  developing 
their  force  and  the  nature  of  the  ground,  letting  one  division  operate 
on  each  road,  and  sending  a  regiment  over  to  the  Neuse  road  crossing 
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Still  farther  to  the  right.  My  written  dispatch  will  throw  some  light 
ou  the  topography.  General  Palmer  has  reliable  intelligence  that 
General  Hoke  was  in  person  at  this  point  yesterday,  as  our  advance 
drove  back  their  skirmishers.  Several  accounts  corroborate  the  report 
of  considerable  re-enforcements  arriving  at  Kinston. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


New  Bekne,  March  7, 1865. 
Major-General  Cox: 

I  will  run  up  and  see  you  to  morrow  if  you  are  within  reach,  but  do 
not  let  it  interfere  with  any  movements  you  intend  to  make.  Please 
inform  me  of  the  situation  and  prospects.  I  find  the  boats  have  not 
gone  up  the  river,  and,  from  what  you  say  of  the  roads,  I  infer  you  will 
have  to  wait  for  the  repair  of  the  railroad. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Few  Beune,  March  7, 1865. 
Major-General  Cox, 

Gum  Swamp: 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  to-day  and  also  your  later  dispatch  by 
telegraph.  I  have  no  doubt  Hoke's  command  is  in  your  front.  Of 
course  it  will  have  to  be  disposed  of  before  any  attempt  is  made  to  cross 
the  river.  I  will  run  up  early  in  the  morning  to  see  you.  Three  or 
four  horses  will  be  sufficient. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Gum  Swamp,  March  7,  1865. 
Col.  W.  W.  Weight, 

Chief  Engineer,  &c.,  New  Berne: 
Of  course  I  cannot  ask  you  to  retard  the  work  so  much  as  you  say  it 
would  to  try  to  use  the  railroad  bed  for  wagons.  I  will  do  the  best  I 
can,  having  stores  left  at  Core  Creek  Station  until  you  reach  Eouse's 
Station.  General  Schofield  will  be  in  town  to-day.  Please  see  him 
and  explain  matters  firlly. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Gum  Swamp,  March  7, 1865. 
Capt.  A.  S.  Kimball, 

Assista,nt  Quartermaster,  New  Berne : 
Your  dispatch  received.    No  rations  ueied  be  loaded  in  the  boats  till  I 
send  further  orders.    I  am  making  reconnaissances  to-day  and  advanc- 
ing my  position.    What  Intrenching  tools  have  you? 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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,,     ,,       ,-  (>nM  Swamp,  March  7, 1865. 

y\i\  Van  Dyne,  '  ' 

Railroad  Siiperintendent,  New  Berne  : 
^yllatever  supplies  or  forage  are  now  at  our  camp  of  day  before  yes- 
terday I  want  moved  to  the  Core  Creek  Station  above  the  bridge  as 
soon  as  possible.    1  have  not  teams  enough  to  bring  them  from  the 
lormer  position,  as  it  is  several  miles  farther  by  road. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Gum  Swamp,  March  7, 1865. 
Capt.  A.  C.  Ehind,  U.  S.  Navy: 

Your  dispatch  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  obstructions  received.  I 
am  to-day  advaucing  my  lines  within  three  miles  of  Kinston  and  mak- 
ing reconnaissances  of  the  approaches  to  the  river  to  determine  at  what 
]>oint  boats  can  best  reach  me.  A  deserter  came  in  last  night,  report- 
ing heavy  re-enforcements  arriving  at  Kinston  the  day  before.  If  this 
prove  true,  it  may  make  it  imprudent  to  send  boats  up  the  river  imme- 
diately, but  I  hope  to  get  more  definite  knowledge  to-day,  and  will 
inform  you. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Wise's  Forks,  March  7, 1865— 2.30  v.  m. 
[GeneralJ.  D.  Cox:] 

General:  You  have  probably  heard  that  the  enemy  liave  one  or 
two  guns  in  po.sition  at  the  railroad  crossing  of  Soutliwest  Creek. 
General  Harland  sends  me  word  that  he  is  trying  to  get  around  them. 
General  Hoke,  Colonel  Whitlord,  Colonel  Starr,  and  Colonel  Beard 
were  all  here  yesterday.  This  is  positive,  as  they  conversed  with  peo- 
ple here  who  know  them.  What  forces  are  now  at  Kinston  we  can 
only  guess  at.  It  is  estimated  by  country  people  as  high  as  15,000. 
Major  Clarkson,  of  the  Twelfth  [New  York]  Cavalry,  is  here,  having 
come  across  from  the  Trent  road.  The  line  of  Southwest  Creek  is  ai)par- 
ently  to  be  defended  by  the  rebels.  I  ha  ve  sent  300  infantry,  a  section  of 
artillery,  and  a  company  of  cavalry  to  Jackson's  Mill  to  And  out  what  is 
there.  Colonel  Claassen  found  the  eTiemy's  skirmishers  here  yesterday, 
and  it  was  during  the  skirmishing  that  Hoke  was  here. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

I.  N.  PALMEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — I  send  the  map,  which  is,  I  think,  perfectly'  correct. 

I.  N.  P. 


Wilmington,  March  7,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 

(Received  11th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

(xeneral  Schofleld  is  at  New  Berne.     Cox,  witli  his  own  division  and 
Meagher's  and  General  Heintzelinan's  troops,  is  on  the  way  from  New 
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Berne  to  Goldsbormigh,  and  is  probably  uow  uear  Kinston.  General 
D.  N.  Coucli,  with  liis  own  and  McLean's  division,  left  here  yesterday 
to  join  Cox,  taking  the  shore  road.  My  troops  are  at  this  place.  Gen- 
eral Schofleld  has  directed  the  railroad  from  here  to  Goldsborongh  to 
be  repaired,  but  the  construction  party  not  yet  arrived.  I  am  to 
advance  toward  Goldsborongh  as  fast  as  repairs  are  effected. 

TEEEY, 
Major-  General. 


IIdqrs.  Provisional  Corps,  Dept.  op  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  N.   C,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

General:  Mr.  Eichardson  arrived  here  this  afternoon  from  White- 
ville,  which  place  he  left  this  morning.  He  reports  that  on  the  28th 
ultimo,  or  1st  instant,  General  Sherman  was  atClieraw;  that  a  portion 
of  Hardee's  force  ■^^•as  north  and  east  of  that  place,  and  the  remainder 
of  it  south  and  west,  Sherman  being  between;  that  the  portion  of  the 
enemy  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  marched  by  Darlington  to  the 
Pedee  railroad  bridge,  and  thence  northward,  and  that  on  the  5th 
Sherman  was  at  Benuettsville.  I  think  it  must  be  that  the  whole  of 
Hardee's  force  was  on  the  right  bank,  and  that  it  was  Beauregard  who 
was  on  the  left.  1  questioned  Mr.  Kichardscm  with  reference  to  this, 
and  he  Avas  by  no  means  certain  that  such  was  not  the  case.  All  the 
rolling-stock  of  the  Wilmington  and  Manchester  road  has  been  carried 
to  the  west  of  Sumter,  and  efforts  to  repair  the  Wateree  bridge  are 
now  being  made,  so  that  it  may  be  carried  farther  south.  Mr.  Eichard- 
son brings  no  other  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ALFEED  n.  TEEEY, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  op  the  South, 

Charleston,  March  7,  1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South  : 
General:  A  regiment  from  Hallowell's  brigade  was  ordered  to  go 
to  Hilton  Head  on  the  Coit's  last  trip.    I  am  informed  that  the  regi- 
ment arrived  at  the  wharf  about  half  an  hour  after  the  steamer  had 
left.    Tliey  leave  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
, .     ^  .    ^    ^  <?*%  0/  Charleston,  S.  C,  March  7,  1865. 

Lieut.  L.  B.  Perky,  ' 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Lieutenant:  I  am  informed  that  the  colored  troops  encamped  near 
tlie  intrenchments  are  continually  committing  depredations  upon  the 
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property  of  the  citizens  living  near  there.  Witli  tlie  troops  under  my 
command  at  present  I  am  powerless  to  pievent  these  acts,  and  wonld, 
therefore,  respectfully  request  that  the  commanding  officer  of  tiiose 
troops  be  directed  to  keep  them  within  the  limits  of  their  regimental 
camps,  as  previously  requested  by  me. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEWART  L.  WOODFORD, 
Colonel  103(1  TJ.  8.  Colored  Troops,  Commanding  Post. 


Special  Orders,  ^  Headquarters  Northern  District, 

>  Department  of  the  South, 

J^o.  43.  )  Charleston,  8.  C,  March  7, 1865. 

*  •  *  *  *  *  * 

IV.  The  battalion  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  now  in  this 
city,  will  immediately  report  to  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig,  com- 
manding Defenses  of  Charleston,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

*  *  ***** 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  7,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Comdg.  JHst.  of  Savannah,  Dept.  of  the  South,  Savannah,  Qa. : 
General  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  state 
that  the  two  brigades  of  your  command  ordered  to  go  north,  as  per 
letter  from  these  headquarters  February  28,  be  prepared  to  leave  as 
soon  as  possible.  Transportation  will  be  sent  without  delay.  The 
major-general  commanding  suggests  that  you  request  General  Easton, 
chief  quartermaster  of  General  Slierman's  army,  to  supply  you  with  as 
much  transportation  as  he  can  for  your  troops  to  this  place  for  trans- 
shipment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

iMurel  Hill,  N.  C,  March  8, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W,  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  J^ivision  of  the  Mississippi: 
General:  General  Blair  was  crossing  the  Lumber  River  at  Gamp- 
bell's  Bridge  when  iny  aide,  Captain  Gilbreth,  left  him  this  afternoon. 
He  feared  the  river  would  rise,  and  was,  therefore,  pushing  his  whole 
command  across  tonight.  General  Logan  has  three  divisions  here, 
and  one  (Corse's)  three  miles  back,  at  Springfield.  The  latter  is 
reported  well  closed  up.  Between  Springfield  and  this  place  the  road 
is  quite  bad,  but  will  be  easily  corduroyed  in  the  morning.  Gilchrist's 
Bridge  is  burned.    General    Logan  sent  his  advance  and  pioneers 
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thither  this  afternoon  to  be  ready  to  go  to  work  iu  the  morning  and 
re])air  it.  The  river  is  not  wide,  there  being  only  one  trestle  to  the 
bridge. 


Kespectfully 


O.  O.  DOWxUiD, 

Major-  General. 


Special        )        Headqttakters  ])epaetmbnt  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  56.  )  Laurel  Hill,  N.  C,  March  8,  1865. 

I.  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  command- 
ing, will  move  to-morrow,  crossing  Lumber  Kiver  at  Gilchrist's  Bridge. 
One  division  will  move  thence,  by  the  right-hand  road,  to  Randalsville. 
The  other  three  divisions,  moving  on  tJie  direct  road,  will  cross  Eaft 
Swamp  with  at  least  one  division.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  move  from  Campbell's  Bridge, 
by  both  routes— two  divisions  by  the  lower,  the  other  by  the  road  via 
Melrose,  the  head  of  both  columns  reaching  the  cross-road  beyond 
Eaft  Swamp  if  possible.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  main  column 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  These  headquarters  will  follow  the 
leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and  be  established  at 
Eandalsville. 

II.  Hereafter  but  one  mounted  foraging  party,  to  consist  of  sixty 
men  with  the  proper  number  of  commissioned  officers,  will  be  allowed 
for  each  division.  The  division  commanders  will  be  careful  to  select 
reliable  officers  for  the  command  of  these  parties,  who  shall  be  held 
strictly  accountable  for  the  conduct  of  their  men.  Whenever  it  may 
be  necessary  to  send  a  party  from  the  main  body,  a  commissioned  officer 
will  be  sent  in  charge,  but  in  no  case  will  it  be  allowed  to  go  in 
advance  of  the  infantry  advance  guard  of  the  leading  division,  or 
more  than  five  miles  from  either  flank  of  the  column.  All  surplus 
animals  will  bo  disposed  of  by  the  corps  quartermasters  for  the  benefit 
of  the  artillery,  bridge  train,  &c.  Foraging  for  the  artillery  trains, 
including  the  pontoojis  and  the  different  headquarters,  will  continue 
as  at  present. 

III.  If  not  already  done,  there  will  be  organized  for  each  division  a 
provost  guard,  to  consist  of  as  many  picked  and  resolute  men  as  the 
division  commanders  may  deem  sufficient.  On  the  march  the  guard  of 
the  leading  division  will  march  with  the  advance  guard,  and  establish 
guards  at  every  house  on  tlie  line  of  march,  which  will  be  relieved  by 
the  guard  of  each  succeeding  division  as  it  comes  up. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Aumstant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Laurel  Hill.  N.  (!..  March  8,  1805. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke,  ' 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tenmxitee : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  for  the  information  of  the 

commandnig  general  that  staff  officers  from  the  rear  of  Generals  Smith's 

and  Woods'  trains  report  the  roads  almost  impassable  and  the  trains 

of  both  divisions  terribly  stretclied  out  and  miring  badly.    The  rear 
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of  General  Woods'  train  is  reported  as  about  one  mile  and  a  lialf  this 
side  of  Springfield  with  abont  seventy  wagons  on  the  road. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obediei»t  servant. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqbs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Laurel  Hill,  N.  C,  March  8,  1805. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  I  left  my  camp  near  Goodwin's 
Mills  at  0  this  a.  m.,  and  marching-  along  the  old  Stage  road,  via  Spring- 
field, reached  Laurel  Hill  with  my  head  of  column  about  3  p.  m., 
making  a  distance  of  some  thirteen  miles  over  very  hard  roads,  and 
encamped  at  the  cross-roads  atthis])lace,  facing  my  division  northeast. 
My  headquarters  are  near  department  headquarters.  There  are  no 
casualties  in  my  division  to-day.  The  roads  have  become  so  heavy  on 
aeconnt  of  the  rains,  which,  ad<led  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  obliges 
me  to  encamp  my  ordnance  train  and  one  brigade  back  on  the  road 
about  two  miles  from  this  point. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Jordan's  Creek,  N.  C,  March  8,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marched  on 
the  Fayetteville  road  to-day,  crossing  the  State  line  one  mile  from 
camp,  (crossing  Joe's  Creek  and  Little  Pedee  River,  and  reaching  Laurel 
Hill  at  12  m.  Crossed  Jordan's  Creek  and  camped  on  east  side,  having 
marched  fifteen  miles.  Captured  three  prisoners.  Sent  two  regiments 
forward  to  Lumber  River. 

Very  respe(;tfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Springfield,  S.   C,  March  8,  1865. 

Maj.  ]Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  my  division  to-day,  and  the  reasons  for  my  failing  to 
reach  the  point  designated  in  your  orders.  I  broke  camp  at  8  a.  m., 
moving  in  rear  of  the  First  Division  of  this  corps,  u]xm  the  old  Stage 
road  to  this  point,  ten  miles  distant.  It  was  about  10  a.,  m.  before  the 
rear  of  General  Woods'  train  left  its  park,  and  my  movements  have 
been  necessarily  very  slow  on  account  of  the  road  being  rendered 
almost  impassable  by  the  trains  of  tlie  First  Division,  and  the  heavy 
rain  which  has. been  falling  the  entire  day.  Upon  arriving  at  Spring- 
field with  my  head  of  column  at  5  ]i.  m.,  I  found  the  bridge  across 
Gum  Swamp  had  been  rendered  imj)assable  by  the  troops  just  crossed, 
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ai\(l  requiring  some  two  hours'  labor  before  I  could  pass  my  trains,  and 
also  that  my  column  was  considerably  extended,  with  every  prospect 
that  the  trains  would  not  all  be  up  to  this  point  before  10  p.  m.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  thought  it  advisable  to  place  my  command  in 
bivouac  liere,  which  I  have  done,  selecting  a  defensible  position, 
believing  that  it  wonld  meet  with  your  approval.  My  men  have  placed 
three  miles  of  corduroy  during  the  march  of  this  instant.  Major 
Hoover,  aide  decamp  to  the  major-general  commanding  corps,  is  here 
and  will  remain  with  me  over  night,  as  he  thinks  it  almost  impossible 
to  ride  over  the  road  again  after  dark. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Special        )  Headquarters  Fot'Eth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  37.  )      In  the  Field,  Springfield,  N.  (!.,  March  8,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  march  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow, 
the  9th  instant,  on  direct  road  to  Laurel  Hill.  The  Third  Brigade  in 
advance,  with  two  regiments  abreast  of  battery  and  train.  First  Brigade 
in  the  center  marching  abreast  of  ordnance  and  supply  trains.  Second 
Brigade  in  rear,  with  one  regiment  moving  to  the  right  of  trains. 
Trains  as  lieretofore.  Pioneer  corps  will  move  out  upon  the  road  at  6 
sharp,  repairing  roads  as  it  advances. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Gilopolis,  N'.  C,  March  8,  1865. 
Ca.pt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  one  division  of  my  com- 
mand is  in  camp  at  this  point.  The  road  has  become  so  bad  that  the 
other  divisions  will  be  obliged  to  encamp  within  about  three  miles  of 
here.  The  entire  road  has  to  be  corduroyed.  Tliey  will  move  forward 
at  daylight  in  the  morning.  The  bridge  on  Lumber  River  was  saved 
by  dashing  on  the  enemy's  cavalry.  There  is  water  on  each  side  of 
the  bridge  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  bridge  it  in  the  morning  should 
the  river  rise  much  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-  Genera  I. 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 
,,  .   _  Lavrel  JlUl,  N.  G.,  March  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  '  ' 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  As  General  Sherman  has  expressed  the  wish  that  the 
Left  Wing  should  occupy  Fayetteville  first,  the  general  requests  that 
you  do  not  send  forward  to  oc(jupy  the  city  with  your  mounted  infantry 
m  advance  of  General  Slocum's  column. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjvtunt- General. 
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Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  61.  )'  Gilopolk,  N.  C,  March  8, 1865. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  to  Raft  Swamp.  The  Third  Divis- 
ion will  move  forward  at  8  a.  ra.,  on  the  lower  Fayetteville  road.  The 
Fourth  Division  will  move  from  its  present  camp  at  daylight  and  on 
reaching  this  point  will  take  the  upper  Fayetteville  road,  encamp- 
ing to-night  at  the  crossroads  beyond  Raft  Swamp.  The  First  Divis- 
ion will  follow  the  Fourth  Division  to  this  point,  where  it  will  take  the 
lower  road  and  follow  the  Third  Division.  The  First  MicMg.an  Engi- 
neers will  follow  the  Fourth  Division.  Corps  headquarters  will  move 
on  the  lower  road.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move 
forward  at  7.30  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

0.  GADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Love's  Bridfje,  S.  C,  March  S,  18(>'> — 4.30  p.  to. 
Major-General  Sherman,  Oeneral-in- Chief : 

General,:  General  Carlin's  division  of  Fourteenth  Corps  arrived  at 
this  point  (Love's  or  Blue's  Bridge)  at  3  p.  m.  to-day,  driving  a  small 
squatl  of  rebel  cavalry.  They  found  the  bridge  in  good  repair,  a  few 
planks  only  being  burned.  Carlin's  division  crossed  Lumber  River 
and  are  in  camp.  The  other  two  divisions  of  the  corps  are  a  few  miles 
in  rear.  I  expect  to  reach  Fayetteville  on  Saturday.  We  captured  a 
citizen  today  who  left  Fayetteville  yesterday.  He  reports  a  large 
force  at  that  place;  says  General  Bragg  was  there  and  General  John- 
ston hourly  expected ;  says  they  have  earth- works  on  the  plank  road 
near  the  arsenal.  We  also  captured  a  cavalryman  at  this  point  bear- 
ing dispatches  from  General  Butler  to  Colonel  Rutledge,  a  copy  of 
which  1  herewith  inclose.  1  have  heard  nothing  direct  from  Kilpatiick 
since  we  started,  but  1  am  informed  that  lie  was  at  Rockingham  to-day. 
We  took  a  road  leaving  Rockingham  on  our  left.  We  have  found 
the  roads  good,  but  supplies  very  scarce.  I  think  Williams  has  McFar- 
land's  Bridge,  but  1  shall  direct  him  to  write  to  you  in  full  as  to  his 
own  operations.  If  he  has  secured  that  bridge  both  corps  will  encamp 
to-morrow  night  near  Rockflsh  Creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■^       ^  H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosiire.] 

Headquarters, 
BosticVs  Mills,  March  8, 1863—8  a.  m. 
Colonel  Rutledge,  Commandinq  Brigade: 

Colonel:  I  wish  you  to  halt  where  yon  are  until  I  join  you,  which 
I  expect  to  do  to-night.  General  Hampton  is  across  the  Pedee  with 
Wheeler  and  500  men  for  our  command.  I  presume  they  will  also 
move  toward  Fayetteville  or  down  the  Pedee,  as  the  enemy  may  move. 
Send  the  dispatch  to  Colonel  Childs  on  to  Fayetteville,  and  inquire  if 
anything  has  been  heard  of  Robertson's  brigade,  which  should  be  there 
by  this  time. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  ^_  ^   ^^^^^^^^ 

Major-General. 
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Heauqttartees  Fourteenth  Aemy  Corps, 

Ten  Miles  from  the  Grossing,  March  8,  ]8(>r>— Daylight. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia : 
General  :  Baird  is  moving  out  from  his  camp  at  this  place.    Morgan 
got  across  the  river  last  night  at  9  o'clock,  and  will  march  from  that 
place  at  daylight.    We  will  make  a  long  march  to-day  if  all  tilings 
prosper  as  expected. 
Yours,  &c., 

JBF.  C.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  op  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C,  March  S,  186r,— 12.30 p.m. 
General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  the  advance  is  within  live  miles  of  Love's  Bridge.  He  wishes 
you  to  caution  the  commander  of  your  rear  division  to  keep  well  closed 
up,  as  we  liave  just  captured  a  dispatch  from  General  Butler,  sliowiug 
his  headquarters  to  be  at  Bostick's  Mills  and  also  tliat  Ham[)ton  and 
Wheeler  have  crossed  the  Pedee.  He  does  not  know  where  Kilpatrick 
is. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DBCHEET, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Twenty-five  Miles  northeast  of  I'edee  Crossing,  N'.  C, 

March  8,  1865— 7  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  My  command  has  gone  into  camp  at  this  point  in  accord- 
ance with  directions  from  corps  commander,  making  a  march  to-day  ol 
twenty-five  miles.    Trains  arc  coining  in  finely. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  op  Georgia, 

Love's  Bridge,  8.  C,  March  8,  1805— 4.30 p.m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps: 
G-eneral:  I  am  direcited  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  sav 
that  he  wishes  to  know  to-night  whether  you  liave  got  possession  of 
McFarland's  Bridge,  and  also  the  location  of  your  corps.    He  wishes  yon 
to  send  the  inclosed  dispatch  to  General  Sherman,*  wherever  he  may  be 
by  an  intelligent  man,  and  also  to  inform  him  ycmrself  of  your  niove- 

*  See  4,30  \\.  in.,  p.  731. 
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iiients  and  location  to-day.  He  directs  that  you  shall  not  push  forward 
farther  to-morrow  than  Eockfish  Creek,  encamping  between  that  creek 
and  Nicholson's  Creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHBRT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Six  Miles  from  McFarland's  Bridge,  March  8, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a  brigade 
forward  at  daylight  to  repair  the  roads  between  this  point  and  the 
bridge,  detailing  Captain  Gavitt  to  superintend  the  work.  The  remain- 
der of  your  command  will  move  forward  as  the  road  is  repaired.  He 
further  directs  you  to  collect  all  the  axes  in  your  command,  and  send 
them  forward  Avith  your  advanced  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  MOYEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        )        Headquarters  Second  Division, 
Field  Orders,  >  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  22.  )  In  the  Meld,  N.  C,  March  8,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  at  6.30  a.  m.    Order  of  brigades : 
First,  Second,  and  Third. 

«  #  *  *  *  »  » 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 
Assistant  A  djutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 
Six  Miles  from  McFarland's  Bridge,  March  8, 1865. 

Brigadier-General  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
this  command  will  move  to-morrow  to  McFarland's  Bridge,  and  desires 
that  you  move  your  command  at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


GtJM  Savamp,  March  S,  1865. 
Mr.  H.  K.  Clarke, 

Operator: 

The  dispatch  you  sent  up  last  night  by  mistake  of  one  of  my  staff 

was  not  delivered  to  me  till  this  morning.    See  if  General  Schofield 

has  left  and  if  not  telegraph  him  in  my  name,  saying  horses  will  await 

him  at  the  end  of  the  railroad  track,  and  1  will  be  here  till  he  comes 
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up.  If  he  has  started,  say  the  same  to  him  when  he  reaches  Gore 
Creek.  It  is  entirely  impossible  to  get  teains  for  the  eoustructiou 
party — we  have  not  enough  for  the  most  pressing  necessities. 

By  an  extra  effort  I  think  they  should  bring  the  wire  to  this  point, 
and  then  we  could  more  easily  await  the  building  of  the  railroad.  Let 
me  know  if  you  can  find  any  shelter  near  the  present  terminus  of  the 
wire  so  as  to  open  an  office  tliere.  Ordinary  messages  may  be  sent  up 
by  signal. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquabteks  DisTiiiCT  OF  Beaufort, 

Gum  ^wamp,  March  8,  1805. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Commanding  iSecond  Division: 
Your  dispatch  of  this  morning  received.  The  movement  on  the  left 
can  scarcely  be  more  than  a  reconnaissance,  but  I  would  like  to  have 
you  communicate  with  Colonel  Savage  aiid  direct  him  to  meet  it.  You 
may  send  a  regiment  toward  the  same  flank  from  ^Vise's  Forks  to  sup- 
port tlie  cavalry  if  needed,  and  push  the  cavalry  picket  on  the  British 
road  close  up  to  the  upper  Trent  road,  to  discover  what  may  be  the  real 
truth  of  the  movement.  These  reconnoitering  parties  must  go  out 
bolaly  and  learn  definitely  what  they  can.  I  am  just  going  over  to 
General  Palmer's  headquarters  and  will  take  yours  en  route  on  my 
return.    General  SchofleJd  is  with  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 
,  ,,,  ^Visds  Cross-Boada,  March  8,  1865. 

Colonel  W  right,  or 
Mr.  CHirMAN, 

Railroad  Agent: 

^^?^  tI'-^j  i^f^^^  ^{  ammunition  at  Core  Creek  Station,  for  we  cannot 
use  the  Biddle  road. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


■B  ;     J-     f^  ,  -r.  iivm.  Swamp,  March  8,  1805. 

Brigadier-General  Palmer,  '  ^,  j-ou.). 

Commanding,  &e. : 
Sir:  I  have  allowed  a  Mr.  Patterson  to  report  to  von  on  a  iv.<«  crivor. 
by  Captain  Parkinson,  assistant  adjutant-general?  anT  tthhTmS 
negro  man,  and  a  white  man  named  Jones.  The  ru  e  I  prefrT  toadSot 
IS  that  no  citizens  whatever  be  allowed  to  go  through  the  lines  unleS 
they  are  our  own  scouts,  and  I  would  sugglst  that  the  office  is  at  New 
Berne  be  instructed  to  allow  none  to  come  to  the  front  1 11  we  are  fli?lv 
m  possession  of  Kinston.  I  neglected  to  tell  Major  Dowto  sa^  E 
It  will  be  necessary  to  keep  the  wagons  going  to  supply  the  commnnf 
and  that  the  quartermaster  and  confmissary  of  subs^Ece  departments 
will  need  to  systematize  the  delivery  of  forage  and  rations  RTdi^ 
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fereut  statioDS  as  the  railroad  progresses,  keeping  themselves  fully 
advised  as  to  the  advance  of  the  road.    We  have  to  send  to  the  Core 
Creek  Station  to-day,  but  I  hope  to-morrow  will  enable  the  railroad  to 
deliver  supplies  at  the  Biddle  cross-road. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General. 

General  Orders,  ^      Headquarters  First  Division, 

>  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

^'o.  12.  )  Near  Gum  Swamp,  N.  C,  March  8, 1865. 

Capt.  Henry  A.  Uale,  assistant  adjuta  nt-general  of  volunteers,  having 
reported  for  duty  at  these  liead(]uarters  in  compliance  with  Special 
Orders,  No.  TJ,  headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio,  is  hereby  announced 
as  assistant  adjutaut-geueral  of  this  division. 

T.  H.  RUGER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Laurel  Hill,  N.  C,  Wednesday,  March  8,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer,  Wilmington,  N.  C: 

We  are  marching  on  Fayetteville;  will  be  there  Saturday,  Sunday, 
and  Monday,  and  then  will  march  for  Goldsborough.  If  possible  send 
a  boat  up  Cape  Fear  Kiver,  and  have  word  conveyed  to  General  Scho- 
tield  that  I  expect  to  meet  him  about  Goldsborough.  We  are  all  well  and 
have  done  finely.  The  rain  makes  our  roads  diiUcult,  and  may  delay  me 
about  Fayetteville,  in  which  easel  would  like  to  have  some  bread,  sugar, 
and  coffee.  We  have  an  abundance  of  all  else.  I  expect  to  reach  G  olds- 
borousih  by  the  20th  instant. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Smithville,  K".  C,  March  8, 1865. 
Adjutant-General  of  Major-General  Terry: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  just  arrived  with  a 
detachment  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps,  on  board  steamship  Ashland,  from  Savannah,  Ga.  Now  at  anchor 
at  this  place. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  P.  RICHARDSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Detachment. 


Headquarters  District  of  Wilmington, 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  8,  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Abbott, 

Commanding  Post  : 
General:  Thebrigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  relieve 
Captain  Lawrence,  in  charge  of  the  outpost  at  Brunswick  River,  imme- 
diately, and  that  you  report  whether  or  not  any  of  Captain  Lawrence's 
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men  have  been  captured.  He  further  directs  that  you  instruct  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  guard  on  that  side  of  the  river  to  question 
all  people  who  come  in,  and  send  tliem  directly  to  him;  or,  if  at  night 
and  the  news  is  important,  send  them  directly  to  General  Terry.  News 
of  Sherman  is  wanted. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  LEWIS  MOOliE, 
Gaj)tain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  8,  1865. 

(Received  1  p.  m.  17th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  IlALLECK, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  Your  letters  of  the  25th  and  27th,  and  General  Grant's 
dispatch  of  the  25th,  are  received.  The  only  railroad  1  wish  to  open  is 
the  one  between  Charleston  and  Savannah,  in  order  to  save  water  trans- 
portation and  establish  telegraph  communication.  White  troops  are 
being  sent  to  Cape  Fear  liiver  as  fast  as  transportation  will  allow.  One 
brigade  started  three  days  ago;  another  will  commence  going  to-day  or 
to-morrow.  I  would  suggest  that  orders  be  issued  to  sto])  sending  men 
belonging  to  General  Sherman's  army  here  to  join  him.  Over  G,l!00are 
here  now.  I  request  that  a  couple  of  good  steamers  be  sent  to  help 
transport  those  men  to  North  Carolina.  I  do  not  know  where  Sherman 
is,  or  whether  he  has  eft'ected  a  junction  with  Schofleld  yet. 
Very  respectfully, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major- General  of  Vohmteers. 

P.  S. — March  14. — I  have  nothing  new  to  add.  About  5,000  white 
troops  will  be  detached  from  this  department  under  General  Grant's 
order  of  February  19.  All  but  1,800  of  them  have  already  gone.  The 
balance  are  ready  and  will  go  in  a  day  or  two. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-General. 

Quaetekmastbr-General's  Office, 

Wa.shington,  I).  C,  March  8,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Hilton  IJead,  S.  G.  : 
General:  The  severity  of  the  weather  for  the  past  few  weeks 
detained  vessels  in  the  coal-shipping  ports  so  that  there  was  great 
difliculty  in  supplying  the  Potomac  and  James  Rivers  and  North  Car- 
olina movements.  It  was  supposed  that  you  had  a  good  supply.  Your 
consumption  appears  to  have  increased.  Whatever  is  possible  will  be 
done  to  supply  you  rapidly.  The  demands  upon  the  ocean  transports 
of  the  country  are  now  enormous,  and  repeated  orders  have  been  sent 
to  Southern  ports  not  to  delay  coal  and  other  supply  vessels.  The 
Southern  ports  have  been  nearly  bare  of  vessels  suited  to  our  uses. 
Send  back  our  ships. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Qtiartermaster- General,  Brevet  Major-General. 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Northern  District, 

>  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  13.  )  GharUston,  8.  C,  March  8, 1865. 

Numerous  applications  for  the  restoration  of  captured  property  are 
daily  received  at  these  headquarters,  the  persons  applying  producing 
certificates  of  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
Government.  So  many  of  these  cases  have  occurred  as  to  lead  to  a  sus- 
picion that  the  desire  to  receive  a  horse  or  mule  may  have  induced  some 
unprincipled  persons  to  profess  loyalty,  and  take  and  subscribe  to  the 
oath,  with  no  intention  of  being  truly  loyal  citizens.  The  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  his  proclamation  of  December  8, 1863,  was  pleased 
to  pardon  (with  certain  exceptions)  such  persons  who  have  been  engaged 
in  rebellion  as  should  take  and  subscribe  to  a  certain  oath.  It  is  not 
understood  that  the  expression,  restoration  of  rights  of  property,  in  the 
proclamation  referred  to,  means  the  restoration  of  property.  Persons 
engaged  in  rebellion  lost  all  rights  of  property.  By  taking  the  oath 
prescribed  their  right  to  hold  proi)erty  is  restored  to  them,  but  no  claim 
is  ^iven  them  by  that  act  to  property  which  has  already  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  either  by  process  of  law,  or  as  a  military 
necessity.  It  is,  therefore,  announced  that  citizens  of  the  United  States 
applying  for  the  restoration  of  property  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment must  be  prepared  to  prove  that  they  have  remained  loyal  to  the 
United  States  Government  during  the  present  rebellion,  or  that  they 
held,  at  the  time  of  the  seizure,  a  certificate  that  they  had  already  com- 
plied with  the  terms  of  the  proclamation. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  PERET, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

[  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  44.  )  Charleston,  8.  C,  March  8, 1865. 

I.  The  Thirty-third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  is  hereby  relieved  in  this 
district,  and  will  immediately  report  to  Brevet  Major-General  Grover, 
commanding  U.  S.  forces  at  Savannah.  The  quartermaster's  department 
will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

****** 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 
^  LEONAED  B.  PEREY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty  fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 

Headquarters  District  of  Savannah, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  March  8, 1865. 

ASST.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South: 

Sir-  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cora- 
mnnication  of  yesterday,  ordering  another  brigade  nortli,  and  in  reply 
to  state  that  the  brigade  is  in  readiness,  and  will  embark  as  soon  as 
transportation  is  ready.  General  Easton  has  left  this  district  not  to 
return,  and  at  present  we  have  no  transportation.  I  would  respect- 
fully urge  the  importance  of  the  arrival  of  the  colored  brigade  before 
the  bulk  of  the  remaining  brigadewhich  is  under  orders  embarks.  Its 
non-arrival  in  time  would  greatly  embarrass  us.  „„„„„„ 

(J.  GKUViixl, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Special        )        Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  57.  )  Bandalsville,  N.  C,  March  9, 1865. 

The  Fifteentli  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  JoLn  A.  Logan  commanding, 
will  move  to  morrow  and  cross  Rocktish  Creek,  and  the  head  of  column, 
if  possible,  across  Little  Itockfish  Creek.  The  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  move  by  the  Fayette- 
ville  southern  plank  road,  crossing,  if  possible,  with  the  head  of 
column,  Little  liockfish  Creek.  A  section  of  the  pontoon  train  will 
move  near  the  head  of  column  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  These 
headquarters  will  follow  the  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAK  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  ([Jorps, 

March  9,  1865—10.05  p.  m. 
Captain  Van  Dyke, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General  : 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  roads  have  been 
rendered  almost  impassable  by  the  rain  of  this  afternoon  and  evening, 
and  that  we  have  been  unable  to  move  the  divisions  as  far  as  was  con- 
templated. General  Hazen  has  two  brigades  in  camp  about  five  miles 
from  Lumber  lliver,  on  the  main  road  to  Fayetteville,  with  his  supply 
train  and  advance  train  in  park  about  three  miles  back.  He  cannot 
move  forward  his  wagons  until  the  road  is  corduroyed  almost  the  entire 
way.  Night  overtook  him  struggling  through  the  swamp.  General 
Smith  is  now  crossing  Lumber  Kiver,  and  General  Logan  is  back  at 
the  river  urging  him  across. 

The  First  and  Fourth  Divisions,  I  presume,  are  in  camp  on  the  other 
side  of  Lumber  River,  and  cannot  cross  till  daylight.  I  think  it  will 
take  all  day  to-morrow  to  close  the  corps  up  on  the  line  of  Randals- 
ville.  If  it  is  found  that  the  road  via  that  village  is  better  than  this 
one,  the  general  may  send  the  Third,  First,  and  Fourth  Divisions  by 
that  route  to  Fayetteville.  This  road  is  wretched,  and  is  becoming 
worse  at  almost  every  moment. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Coeps, 

Near  Shoe  Heel  Creek,  N.  €.,  March  9,  1865. 
Major  WooDHTJLL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  leaving  my  camp  at  12  m.  to-day,  I 
crossed  Jordan's  Creek  after  General  John  E.  Smith,  and  continued  in 
his  rear  toward  Gilchrist's  Bridge  over  low  swampy  roads,  made  much 
worse  by  the  heavy  rains  that  came  on  during  the  afternoon  At  dark 
my  head  of  column  was  at  Mr.  Banks'  plantation,  four  miles  from  the 
bridge.  Here  I  found  the  greater  part  of  the  Third  Division  train 
just  ahead  of  me  m  the  timber,  with  roads  such  as  I  knew  would  detain 
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them  most  of  the  night,  aud  my  own  cohimu  being  much  stretched  out 
over  the  road,  I  concluded  to  go  into  camp,  selecting  the  best  ground 
for  my  purpose  near  Shoe  Heel  Creek. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  K.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  xVbmy  Corps, 

Laurel  Hill,  N.  C,  March  9,  1865. 
Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  leave  two  regiments  in  your  present  camp  to  wait  until  the  pontoon 
tarin  shall  have  come  up,  to  act  as  guard  for  the  same. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Piftkenth  Army  Corps, 

March  9,  1865. 
Major-General  Hazen,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  The  pontoon  train  is  tbree  or  four  miles  back  on  the  road 
from  this  point.  It  was  ordered  forward  at  light  this  morning.  Owing 
to  the  condition  of  the  roads  it  is  impossible  to  say  when  it  can  be  up 
to  and  across  Jordan's  Creek,  hence  my  note  of  this  morning  requesting 
that  you  would  leave  two  regiments  in  your  present  camp  to  await  its 
arrival. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adiutan t- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bethel  Church,  K  C,  March  9,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marcihed  at 
6.30  a.  m.  on  the  Fayetteville  road,  crossiug  Shoe  Heel  Creek  and 
reaching  Lumber  Kiver  at  Gilchrist's  Bridge  at  11.30  a.  m.,  where 
halted  half  an  hour,  then  crossed  on  pontoon  bridge  and  moved  for- 
ward to  Bethel  Church,  near  Kaft  Swamp,  where  camped,  having 
marched  fourteen  miles.  The  trains  were  left  along  the  road  this 
evening,  the  roads  being  impassable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Laurel  Sill,  N.  C,  March  9, 1865. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  moved  from 
camp  near  Crooked  Creek  at  9  a,  m,  yesterday,  the  8th  instant,  and 
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marched,  following  the  Second  Division,  to  Laurel  Hill;  distance,  thir- 
teen miles.  The  roads  (three  miles  and  a  half  of  which  had  to  be  cordu- 
royed) were  in  very  bad  condition.  One  brigade  (the.  First)  is  encamped 
parallel  with  the  Rockingham  road,  its  right  resting  upon  the  Fay- 
etteville  road.  The  other  (Second)  covers  the  Rockingham  road.  The 
artillery  and  trains  are  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade.  The  rear  of  the 
command  arrived  at  camp  at  3.30  o'clock  this  a.  m.  Headquarters 
are  ou  the  right  of  and  near  the  First  Brigade. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


SPECIAX,  'f     HDQRS.  ITH   DiV.,   loTH   ARMY   OORPS, 

Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Lumber  Greek,  N'.  C, 

Ifo.  38.  )  March  9,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  will  move  to  morrow,  the  lOtli  instant,  on  the  Fay- 
etteville  road,  crossing  Lumber  Greek.  The  trains  will  concentrate 
near  the  camp  of  the  Third  Brigade.  Upon  moving  from  that  poiut 
the  First  Brigade  will  have  the  advance,  the  Second  Brigade  the 
center,  and  the  Third  Brigade  the  rear.  At  daybreak  General  Rice 
will  move  forward  with  all  trains  parked  in  the  vicinity  of  his  com- 
mand, and  will  put  his  whole  force  at  work  to  hurry  them  forward  to 
the  mill.  Colonel  Adams  will  operate  with  General  Rice's  brigade. 
Colonel  Hurlbut  will  at  daybreak  move  one  regiment  back  to  the  mill, 
armed  with  axes,  and  repair  the  roads  from  that  point  toward  the  river, 
in  conjunction  with  the  pioueer  corps. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Bandalsville,  N.  G.,  March  9,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Gommanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General,:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
there  is  a  road  leading  from  the  cross  roads  beyond  Raft  Swamp  to 
Lumber  bridge,  which  he  will  direct  Giles  Smith's  division  to  move  on. 
There  is  also  a  road  from  Donderach  to  the  same  point,  but  it  is  not  as 
good  as  the  other. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  62.  \  On  Raft  Swamp,  K  G.,  March  9,  1805. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  to  Rockflsh  Creek.  The  Third 
Division  will  move  forward  at  8  a.  m. ;  the  First  Division  will  move  for- 
ward at  daylight,  following  the  route  of  the  Third  Division;  the  Fourth 
Division  will  move  forward  at  7  o'clock,  taking  the  first  good  cross- 
road striking  across  the  lower  road.  The  First  Michigan  Engineers 
will  follow  the  Fourth  Division.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry 
will  move  forward  at  7.30  a.  m. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headqttartee«  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Raft  Sicmnp,  N.  C,  March  ,9, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  direct 
you  to  move  forward  on  the  direct  Fayetteville  road  at  8  a.  m.  to-mor- 
row.   He  wishes  that,  if  you  can  obtain  harness,  you  put  eight  mules 
on  your  ordnance  train. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  56.  i     Lumherton  Cross-Boads,  N.  C,  March  9,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow.  The  First  Brigade, 
Col.  C.  Fairchild  commanding,  will  have  the  advance,  moving  troops  on 
the  right  of  the  road.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  command- 
ing, will  follow  the  First  Brigade,  detailing  one  regiment  for  rear 
guard.  Artillery  and  trains  in  usual  order. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Ad-jutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tiventy-MUe  Post.  March  9,  1865—9  p.  m. 

Captain  Dechert, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding,  that  Carlin's  division  is  going  into  camp  at  this  place; 
Morgan's,  two  miles  and  a  half  in  rear.  Prisoners  report  Hardee  mov- 
ing on  a  road  to  our  left  for  Fayetteville.  He  is  force-marching,  and 
Las  probably  passed  to  our  front.  I  have  no  report  from  Kilpatrick 
to-day.  The  rain  has  made  the  roads  very  bad. 
Tours,  &c., 

'        '  JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqbs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

March  9, 1865 — 9  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  McClurg, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Colonel  :  The  excessive  rains  have  destroyed  what  little  of  the  road 
was  left,  and  it  will  be  with  the  greatest  difficulty  to  get  the  trains  into 
park  before  daylight.  From  present  indications  the  whole  road  will 
have  to  be  corduroyed.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  overcome  the 
difQculty. 

very  respectfully,  your  obedient  se™t,^  ^^  ^^^^^^^ 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Near  McFarlancPs  Bridge,  N.  C,  March  9,  1865. 

Maj.  L.M.Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral: 
Major:  In  compliance  with  directions  from  Major-General  Slocum, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  reached  McFar  and's  Bridge  last 
night.  1  found  the  bridge  badly  destroyed.  It  will  take  me  al  day 
to  day  to  repair  it,  and  the  road  on  this  side,  which  for  three  miles  is 
bad  I  shall  make  every  effort  to  get  my  corps  across  the  river  to-day. 
We  are  very  short  of  tools  for  bridge-building.  The  bridge  was  burned 
three  days  ago. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  t  t  a  ms 

Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Geor&ia, 

Love's  Bridge,  S.  C,  March  9, 1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps: 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  he  will  push  on  with  this  column  to-day  as  far  as  Kockfish  Creek, 
and  ])erhaps  a  short  distance  beyond.  There  is  a  large  cavalry  force  of 
the  enemy  in  this  vicinity,  near  Solemn  Grove.  General  Slocum  directs 
that  when  you  get  across  the  river  you  move  on  without  further  orders. 
He  wishes  you  to  report  to  him  to-night  your  progress.  The  pontoon 
train  has  been  ordered  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Buffalo  Greelc,  N.  C,  March  9, 1865. 

Capt.  R.  P.  Dechert, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Left  Wing: 

Captain  :  We  completed  the  bridge  across  the  Lumber  Creek  at  3.30 
p.  m.  and  have  been  crossing  troops  since.  We  had  a  bridge  to  make 
across  a  creek  west.  The  road  on  both  sides  we  w^ere  obliged  to  cordu- 
roy. The  road  so  far  this  side  of  Lumber  Creek  is  of  the  worst  char- 
acter. I  shall  get  over  all  I  can  to-night  and  move  at  daylight  in  the 
morning.  The  heavy  rains  are  delaying  everything;  there  is  scarcely 
a  foot  of  road  passable.  Major  Nichols,  of  General  Sherman's  staff, 
was  here  this  afternoon.  The  Fifteenth  Corps  was  to  encamp  to-night 
at  Randalsville  Post  Office.  I  will  make  all  progress  I  can  to-morrow 
and  report  in  the  evening.  Please  let  me  know  by  bearer  your  proba- 
ble headquarters  to-morrow  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Buffalo  Creek,  N.  C,  March  9,  1865. 

This  commaiid  will  move  to-morrow  toward  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  as 
follows:  First  Division  will  march  at  C  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  tlie 
Fayetteville  road,  unencumbered.  General  Jackson  will  use  two  bri- 
gades to  corduroy  the  road,  holding  the  other  as  an  advance  guard. 
Every  point  of  the  road  liable  to  give  way  will  be  thoroughly  put  in 
order  for  passage  of  the  trains.  General  Ward  will  cover  the  trains  of 
the  First  and  Third  Divisions,  moving  out  as  soon  as  the  road  is  made 
practicable.  General  Geary  will  move  with  his  own  train,  in  the  rear, 
with  one  brigade  as  a  rear  guard.  The  pontoon  train  will  be  moved 
to  the  front  of  the  leading  division  train  as  soon  as  practicable.  Bach 
division  commander  will  use  all  possible  means  to  bring  forward  the 
trains  under  his  charge.  The  artillery  and  its  train,  and  the  corps  sup- 
ply train,  will  move  in  the  same  order  as  to-day.  The  tool  wagons  of 
each  division  will  march  at  the  head  of  the  brigade  to  which  they  belong. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams:   . 

CHAS.  MOYER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

New  Berne,  March  9, 1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va. : 

General:  Yesterday  the  enemy  assumed  the  offensive;  recrossed 
Southwest  Creek  some  distance  to  the  left  of  General  Cox's  position, 
and  drove  back  a  brigade  which  was  reconnoitering  for  a  crossing  of 
the  creek,  but  did  not  succeed  in  disturbing  the  main  line.  The  enemy- 
maintained  his  ground  on  this  side  of  the  creek  and  is  now  intrenching 
in  Cox's  immediate  front.  The  loss  was  not  very  large  on  either  side. 
Hoke  has  been  re-enforced  by  troops  irom  Johnston's  army,  one 
division  probably,  and  I  think  more  are  expected.  We  can  make  no 
further  progress  until  General  Couch  arrives,  which  should  be  within 
two  or  three  days.  Meanwhile  Colonel  Wright  will  have  all  he  can  do 
to  complete  the  road  to  where  the  troops  now  are.  I  inclose  a  letter 
just  received  from  General  Terry  giving  the  latest  information  of 
General  Sherman.*  Mr.  Richardson  is  a  very  reliable  man,  and  derived 
his  information  from  a  source  he  fully  credits.,  I  fear  General  Sher- 
man is  finding  very  bad  roads.  I  sent  today  a  dispatch  in  cipher, 
to  be  forwarded  from  Wilmington,  giving  him  the  situation  here,  and 
stating  that  1  did  not  think  it  at  all  certain  that  I  would  be  able  to  get 
Goldsborough  before  he  arrives.  My  belief  is  that  all  of  Johnston's 
force  will  be  concentrated  here,  now  that  Sherman  has  turned  toward 
the  coast.  In  that  case  I  will  hardly  be  able  to  do  more  than  hold  my 
own  with  my  present  force.  I  cannot  reduce  Terry's  command  unless 
I  give  up  the  idea  of  opening  the  road  from  Wilmington— at  least,  until 
I  know  where  General  Sherman  is  going.  If  he  moves  for  Goldsborough, 
Hardee,  who  appears  to  have  been  left  in  rear,  will  have  nothing  better 
to  do  than  to  interfere  with  Terry's  operations.  One  steamer  load  of 
troops  have  arrived  from  Savannah,  but  I  have  not  learned  what  others 
may  be  expected,  nor  when.  These  detachments  do  not  amount  to 
much.  Palmer's  command,  including  the  fragments  brought  here  by 
Meagher,  are  little  better  than  militia.     I  think  more  troops  could  be 

*See  Terry  to  Schofield,  March  7,  p.  726. 
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used  here  to  advantage  if,  in  view  of  your  general  plan,  they  are  not 
more  needed  elsewhere.  As  soon  as  Couch  gets  up  I  will  test  the  ques- 
tion as  to  what  can  be  done.  It  is  raining  almost  constantly  and  the 
country  is  nearly  covered  with  water.  Fortunately,  the  efiect  is  not  so 
bad  here  as  in  a  clay  soil,  but  it  makes  some  of  the  swamps  and  streams 
impassable. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — Major-General  Schofield  left  for  the  front  this  morning  without 
signing  the  above,  and  has  since  directed  me  to  forward  it  with  this 
explanation. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 

[Indoraement.] 

Headquarters  Armies  op  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  13,  1865. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

U,  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


New  Berne,  March  9, 1865. 
Major-General  Sherman  : 

The  enemy  has  checked  our  advance  at  Southwest  Creek,  this  side 
of  Kinston.  A  portion  of  Johnston's  force  is  here,  and  I  presume  the 
rest  will  be  concentrated  in  my  front,  now  that  you  are  understood  to 
have  turned  toward  the  coast.  This  makes  it  probable  that  I  will  not 
be  able  to  take  Goldsborough  or  even  Kinston  before  you  come  up.  I 
will  work  as  far  forward  as  I  can  and  put  the  railroad  in  order  as  far 
as  I  go. 

SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  9,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Wilmington: 
Move  your  ofiice  to  this  place  without  delay. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  9, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Quartermaster,  Morehead  City : 
Will  you  now  assume  the  direction  of  all  quartermaster's  business  on 
this  line?    If  so,  I  will  leave  my  chief  quartermaster  at  Wilmington, 
where  he  now  is. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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MOREHEAD  City,  N.  C,  March  9, 1865. 
Major- General  Schofield: 

1  stopped  m  at  Wilmington  on  my  way  here  and  conferred  with 
General  Uodge,  and  I  would  be  very  glad  to  have  him  left  at  that  place 
to  carry  out  my  views.  In  fact,  it  is  very  important  that  he  should 
remain  there.  I  will  attend  to  all  matters  in  this  vicinity.  Can  I 
depend  on  General  Uodge  remaining  at  "Wilmington? 

L.  C.  EASTON, 

Chief  Quarterm%ster. 


MoREHEAD  City,  March  9, 1865. 
Major-General  Schofield 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 
We  are  at  Morehead  City,  establishing  a  grand  depot  of  supplies  for 
all  the  armies  operating  under  General  Sherman,  and  desire  that  you 
direct  1,500  men  to  report  to  General  Easton,  chief  quartermaster,  for 
guards  and  working  parties.  It  is  important  that  the  troops  report  in 
regiments,  with  their  organizations  complete. 

L.  0.  EASTON, 
Brigadier-  General. 
A.  BECKWITH, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  9, 1865. 
Generals  Easton  and  Beckwith, 

Morehead  City,  N.  C.  : 
I  have  received  your  dispatch  asking  for  1,500  troops  for  guards  and 
working  parties  for  the  depot  at  Morehead.  It  will  hardly  be  possible 
to  furnish  so  many  men  at  present,  but  I  will  order  the  commanding 
officer  at  Morehead  to  furnish  all  the  men  he  can,  and  will  give  you 
all  you  want  as  soon  as  possible.  I  would,  however,  suggest  the 
employment  of  citizens  and  contraband  laborers,  so  as  to  lighten  the 
demand  for  tooops. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


MoBEHEAD  City,  N.  C,  March  9, 1865. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

Your  telegram  received.  We  have  employed  every  citizen  and  con- 
traband we  can  get  hold  of,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so,  but  cannot 
get  a  sufficient  number  to  do  the  work.  We  shall  call  on  the  troops  for 
labor  only  when  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  do  so. 

L.  C.  EASTON, 
Brigadier- General  and   Chief  Quartermaster. 


New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  9, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Dodge,    Wilmington : 

General  Easton  is  here  and  will  attend  to  all  matters  on  this  Une. 
You  will  remain  at  Wilmington  and  carry  out  his  views  there. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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New  Beene,  N.  C,  March  9,  18f>5. 
Geueral  Easton, 

Morehead  City: 
I  have  telegraphed  Geueial  Dodge  to  remain  at  Wilmington  and 
carry  out  your  views  there. 

J.  M.  SGHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Morehead  City,  N.  C,  March  9,  1865. 
Major-General  ScnoFiELD  : 

There  has  just  arrived  in  the  harbor  a  steam-boat  load  of  troops 
from  Savannah.  I  should  iirefer  to  have  these  troops  to  any  others, 
if  you  can  let  them  remain  as  a  part  of  those  asked  for  this  morning. 

L.  C.  EASTON, 
Brigadier-  General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 
General  Easton, 

Morehead  City: 

You  may  have  the  troops  which  arrive  from  Savannah,  but  I  may 
need  them  here  for  a  short  time.  Please  have  them  ready  to  come  up 
by  rail  if  called  for. 

J.  M.  SGHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


New  Beene,  N.  G.,  March  9,  1865. 

GOMMANDING   OFFICER  MOREHEAD   CiTT: 

You  will  please  report  to  Brigadier-General  Easton,  chief  quarter- 
master, at  Morehead,  and  furnish  him  for  guards  and  laborers  such 
numbers  of  men  as  he  may  require,  to  the  extent  of  the  force  under 
your  command. 

J.  M.  SGHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


New  Beene,  N.  C,  March  9, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  G.  Easton, 

Morehead  City : 
I  have  not  yet  heard  from  General  Sherman.    It  would  be  well  to 
have  both  here  and  at  Wilmington  supplies  enough  to  last  his  army 
for  a  few  days,  but  I  would  not  unload  the  bulk  of  the  supplies  until 
we  learn  what  point  he  will  strike. 

J.  M.  SGHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

New  Beene,  March  9, 1865. 
Golonel  McChesney, 

Morehead : 

Send  Gaptain  Atwill  with  his  two  companies  to  this  place  by  rail. 
Send  them  this  evening,  if  practicable. 

J.  M.  SGHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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„  .     ^         ,  „  New  Berne,  March  9, 1865. 

Major-Geueral  Cox, 

In  the  Field: 
I  have  not  yet  heard  from  General  Couch,  and  fear  he  has  not  made 
the  progress  that  was  expected.  I  must  get  in  communication  with 
hira  as  soon  as  possible  and  make  arrangements  to  get  him  across  Trent 
Kiver  without  delay.  I  will  not  go  to  the  front  to-day  unless  you  have 
serious  work.    Please  keep  me  advised. 

J.  M.  SCHOPIBLD, 

Major- General. 

Wise's  Foeks,  March  9,  1865—11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Schopield, 

New  Berne: 
No  serious  work  along  my  line  this  morning,  though  the  enemy  have 
a  line  of  works  where  they  were  yesterday  and  the  skirmishing  has 
been  lively.  They  have  not  made  any  demonstration  beyond  my  left 
that  I  have  discovered,  but  General  Palmer  reported  about  an  hour 
ago  that  some  force  was  reported  moving  across  his  front  toward  the 
Neuse  road.  His  position  is  not  as  near  the  creek  as  we  supposed 
yesterday,  and  he  does  not  command  the  crossing  at  the  Neuse  road, 
but  only  observes  it.  I  have  sent  two  regiments  over  to  re-enforce  him 
and  await  further  reports.  We  are  having  the  greatest  diflBculty  in 
getting  up  supplies  and  ammunition.  Will  you  please  have  Colonel 
Stewart,  the  commandant  at  New  Berne,  take  precautions  to  have  some 
vedettes  well  out  on  the  Neuse  road  and  to  keep  his  command  in  as 
much  readiness  for  any  contingency  as  practicable.  I  have  sent  him 
no  warning  on  the  subject  as  yet. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General. 


New  Berne,  March  9, 1865 — 1.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Cox, 

Wise's  Forks: 
I  have  your  dispatch  of  11  a.  m.  General  Palmer  telegraphed  to 
Colonel  Stewart  this  njorning  the  report  of  the  enemy's  movement  on 
the  Neuse  road,  and  added,  as  understood,  that  the  enemy  had  put  a 
pontoon  bridge  over  Neuse  Eiver.  Do  you  know  anything  of  such  a 
report?  Colonel  Stewart  has  sent  scouts  on  the  Neuse  road.  Some 
wagons  were  sent  up  this  morning,  and  I  will  have  more  sent  as  soon 
as  possible.    I  hear  nothing  from  General  Couch  yet. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


March  9, 1865—5.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

New  Berne: 

I  do  not  credit  the  pontoon-bridge  story.  General  Palmer  expects 
definite  information  shortly  and  will  send  it  to  you.  Our  right  has  been 
threatened  by  demonstrations,  but  nothing  serious  has  been  attempted. 
Stovall's  brigade  of  Hardee's  troops  is  with  Hoke,  besides  Whitford's 
brigade.    The  information  on  which  the  attack  was  made  yesterday  was 


748  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.        [Chap.  LIX 

given  by  three  deserting  bounty  jumpers  A  hundred  rebels  are 
Sported  to  be  prowling  somewhere  between  the  railroad  and  theNeuse 
iu  our  rear.    1  have  a  party  in  chase.  ^   ^   ^^^ 

Major- General. 


Headquaetees  Artviy  op  the  Ohio, 

New  Berne,  March  9,  J865. 

Major-General  Cox: 

I  have  lust  seen  a  dispatch  from  General  Palmer  to  the  naval  com- 
mander saying  the  enemy  has  a  pontoon  bridge  «7er^e"seEiver  eleven 
miles  below  Kinston,  and  asking  him  to  send  boats  up  to  destroy  it. 
What  is  the  foundation  for  this  report  ?  How  is  it  that  General  Palmer 
is  arranging  such  matters  with  the  naval  ofQcer  without  reference  to 
vou  or  me?  Your  cavalry  can  certainly  learn  the  fact  whether  the 
enemy  is  on  the  Neuse  road  in  a  few  hours  at  most.  You  are  much 
nearer  the  point  where  the  enemy  is  said  to  be  crossing  than  this  place 
is.  and  there  is  but  a  small  squad  of  cavalry  here.  It  would  be  well 
to  have  vour  cavalry  patrol  the  river  some  miles  below  where  you  are. 
'  J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

Wise's  Forks,  March  9, 1865—12  p.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

New  Berne: 
I  have  tried  to  get  reliable  information  as  to  the  rumored  pontoon 
bridge.  I  put  no  faith  in  the  story.  General  Palmer  has  been  directed 
to  get  immediate  and  explicit  information  from  the  cavalry  patrols  on 
his  flank  on  Neuse  road  and  forward  it  to  you.  He  telegraphed  the 
naval  ofScer  on  the  first  report,  supposing  haste  to  be  necessary.  It 
was  an  unintentional  mistake  on  his  part.  Rebel  skirmishers  very 
active  to-night,  but  no  appearance  of  serious  movement  as  yet. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General. 


Meeeitt's  House,  March  9,  1865 — 3  p.  m. 

Maj.  Theodore  Cox, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Major:  A  scouting  party  sent  out  by  me  on  the  road  leading  from 
McDaniel's  to  the  upper  Trent  road  met  a  force  of  cavalry  numbering 
about  seventy-five  on  the  Cob  road.  They  mounted  and  charged  my 
force,  which  consisted  of  twenty  men,  but  followed  them  only  a  short 
distance.  One  brass  piece  was  seen  in  the  same  position  it  occupied 
yesterday.  We  were  unable  to  take  any  prisoners. 
Respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  SAVAGE, 
Twelfth  New  York  Cavalry. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  a  party  sent  down  the  Trent  road  has 
returned.  It  went  to  Nethercutt's  Forks  and  returned  without  seeing 
any  indications  of  the  enemy. 

JAS.  W.  SAVAGE. 
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ri  .  w  -.xr  TTT  Wise's  Forks,  March  9, 1865. 

Col.  W.  W,  Wright, 

Chief  Engineer,  New  Berne : 
Cannot  your  construction  corps  put  a  causeway  in  a  bad  place  in  the 
Biddle  road  this  morning?    I  cannot  send  back  for  the  purpose,  and 
yet  am  very  desirous  of  having  that  cross-road  so  that  I  can  use  it  and 
save  the  distance. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General, 


Wise's  Forks,  March  9,  1865— Noon. 
Captain  Kimball, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  New  Berne: 
Some  ammunition  was  to  have  come  up  last  night  in  special  train. 
1  cannot  learn  that  it  came.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  rounds 
should  be  at  the  Biddle  road  station  for  us.  Please  see  the  ordnance 
officer  at  once,  and  if  it  has  not  gone,  send  it  with  least  possible  delay. 
Commissary  stores  should  also  be  there,  so  that  there  may  be  no  delay 
whenever  our  teams  go  there,  as  we  can  hardly  exist  by  keeping  every 
wagon  going.    Watch  the  forage  also.    Answer. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Wise's  I'orks,  March  9, 1865 — 6.15  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Palivibr, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
There  is  as  yet  no  apparent  change  of  position  in  the  front  of  this 
wing.  I  am  anxious  to  get  an  early  report  from  you.  Did  you  push  a 
picketup  the  railroad,  and  if  so  how  near  to  the  creek  ?  Also  what  did  you 
send  over  to  the  Neuse  road,  and  have  you  any  intelligence  from  there? 
If  the  enemy's  force  is  not  greatly  increased  we  can  easily  maintain  our 
position.  But  please  remember  what  I  urged  last  evening  as  to  the 
imperative  necessity  of  watching  and,  if  possible,  guarding  the  Neuse 
road  crossing  of  the  creek.  Let  me  know  also  if  your  wagons  have 
come  up  and  what  your  condition  as  to  supplies  is. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Wise's  Forks,  March  9, 1865—8.30  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Palmer, 

Commanding  First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort: 

General  :  Your  note  is  received.  I  extremely  regret  the  inconven- 
iences of  our  position,  but  regard  it  our  duty  to  maintain  it  till  it 
becomes  manifestly  untenable.  General  Scbofield  will  be  up  this 
morning  again.  A  demonstration  of  some  sort  is  now  being  made 
along  this  front.  This  makes  it  all  the  more  important  to  watch  your 
right.  Till  the  Avagons  return  you  and  we  have  no  means  of  moving 
baggage,  I  suppose.    In  case  of  necessity  we  should,  of  course,  unite  all 
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our  force  at  Gum  Swamp  again.  I  would  preier  to  ruu  the  risk  of  send- 
ing some  force  from  this  wing  to  you  rather  than  have  you  move  from 
vours,  though  at  present  a  lively  skirmish  is  going  on  m  front,  btimu- 
iate  your  men  to  great  activity  and  courage.  I  wish  you  had  mentioned 
precisely  what  your  condition  is  as  to  rations. 

J.  D.  OiJA, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquaktbrs  First  Division,  &c., 

March  9,  1865—9.20  a.  m. 


[Major-General  Cox:] 

General:  Pickets  report  again  the  enemy  massing  at  some  point 
on  our  right.  I  will  find,  if  possible,  where  the  point  is.  The  First 
and  Third  Brigades  of  my  division  have  rations  for  to-day,  except  one 
regiment,  which  has  none;  and  I  will  send  by  the  orderly  the  state  of 
the  rations  in  Second  Brigade.  We  must  expect  either  an  attack  on 
our  right  soon,  or  that  the  enemy  will  give  us  the  "  go  by  "  and  move 
on  our  communicatious. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

^  I.  K.  PALMER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqbs.  First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort, 

March  9,  1865—11.50  a.  m. 

Major-General  Cox, 

Commanding : 
The  enemy  are  reported  to  be  moving  a  force  along  their  lines 
toward  our  left.    I  send  this  along  through  my  division  and  that  of 
General  Ruger,  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Wise's  Forks,  March  9,  1865 — 11  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Palmer, 

Commanding  First  Division,  &€.  : 
Our  cavalry  on  my  extreme  left  report  our  cavalry  vedettes  driven  in 
by  rebel  cavalry  about  two  miles  down  the  Trent  road.  This  may  mean 
that  some  cavalry  squad  has  cut  through  to  do  some  mischief  in  our 
rear,  or  that  it  is  a  reconnaissance.  Please  notify  by  signal  General 
Thomas'  regiment,  at  Gum  Swamp,  to  strengthen  its  pickets  to  its  left 
and  front  (toward  us),  and  send  us  word  if  they  hear  of  anything. 
Please  also  have  the  intelligence  telegraphed  to  the  posts  on  the  rail- 
road and  construction  corps.  Some  of  my  wagons  left  Biddle  road 
station  at  6.30  p.  m.,  and  have  come  in.  They  heard  nothing  of  the 
party  of  rebels  reported  this  p.  m. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General. 
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Wise's  Forks,  March  9, 1865— 12  p.  m. 
Brigadier  General  Palmer: 

The  alarm  about  our  cavalry  on  the  left  turns  out  to  be  baseless. 
Please  bave  the  signal  officer  pass  the  word  down  the  line.  I  send  a 
(]ispatch  from  General  Schofield.*  Please  telegraph  him,  and  inform  me 
also  what  report  you  get  from  the  Neuse  road  about  the  supposed  pon- 
toon bridge.  You  will  see  that  an  aj)plication  to  the  naval  commander 
should  properly  be  made  through  district  or  department  headquarters, 
as  General  S.  suggests,  but  1  am  well  aware  tliat  your  idea  was  simply 
to  save  time.  I  think  the  rumor  of  the  bridge  must  be  unfounded,  but 
we  must  now  have  definite  and  reliable  information  to  give  General  S. 

J.  D.  OOX, 
Major- General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  9, 1865. 
Major-Geaeral  Couch, 

Gomdg.  Second  and  Third  Bivs.,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps : 

General:  I  have  heard  nothing  from  you  yet,  and  fear  that  you 
may  have  been  unable  to  make  as  rapid  progress  as  was  expected. 
General  Cox  finds  the  enemy  in  pretty  strong  force  in  his  front,  and 
will  be  unable  to  make  any  further  progress  until  you  arrive.  It  is 
important  that  you  make  as  good  time  as  you  can,  but  this  I  know  you 
will  do.  1  want  you  to  cross  Trent  Eiver  at  or  near  Trenton.  Do  not 
try  to  head  the  stream,  as  was  contemplated  before  you  started.  That 
would  carry  you  too  far  to  the  left  under  present  circumstances,  i 
think  you  can  easily  bridge  the  river  a  short  distance  above  Trenton, 
but  as  a  further  security  I  will  send  some  flats  up  to  Trenton  in  time  to 
meet  you  there  if  I  hear  from  you  in  time. 

Very  respectfully,  j.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 

P  s  —If  you  do  not  hear  from  me  again,  after  crossing  Trent  Eiver 
take  to  the  right  Kinston  road,  keeping  east  of  Beaver  Creek,  and 
march  for  Wise's  Forks,  which  is  near  the  railroad  and  about  a  mile 
this  side  of  Southwest  Creek.    General  Cox  is  now  there. 


Camp,  Seven  Miles  West  of  Onslow  and 

Thirteen  South  of  Eichlands, 

March  9,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

General  :  I  arrived  here  this  evening  in  good  condition.  The  bridge 
over  Southwest  Branch  having  been  destroyed,  has  given  us  some  lit- 
tle trouble  I  will  encamp  near  Kichlands  to-morrow  night,  and  from 
thence  shall  proceed  by  the  shortest  road  as  laid  down  on  your  map. 
One  company  South  Carolinians  has  picketed  around  Onslow  and  Eich- 
lands, four  of  which  were  to-day  captured  by  Twining.  Hoke  is  reported 
as  moving  north  via  Kenansville.  The  heavy  ram  of  to-night  may 
retard  my  wagons  somewhat.  ^  ^   COUCH 

Major-General. 

*  Sep,  p.  748. 
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New  Beene,  March  9, 1865. 

General  Teeet: 

I  send  a  dispatch  in  cipher  for  General  Sherman.*  Please  forward 
it  to  him  as  early  as  possible.  I  shall  probably  need  a  division  of  your 
command  here.  Please  have  it  ready  to  move  by  land  or  water  upon 
short  notice. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  District  of  Wilmington, 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  9, 1805. 

Major  Pkince, 

Commanding  Post,  Fort  Fisher: 
Your  whole  battalion  will  go  down  to-morrow.  If  you  have  oppor- 
tunity, notify  garrisons  of  Caswell  and  Smithville  tliat  they  will  be 
relieved.  Captain  Beach  will  go  to  Caswell  and  Captain  Sheppard  to 
Smithville.  Make  yonr  arrangements  to  give  them  what  companies 
you  choose. 

J.  E.  HAWLEY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Noethern  Dist.,  Department  op  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  9, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  Forces: 
General:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  the  One 
hundred  and  seventh  Ohio  Volunteers  be  ready  to  embark  on  a  man 
of  war  at  the  Atlantic  dock,  this  city,  at  7  a.  m.to-morrow,  for  George- 
town. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  TAeut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  10,  1865—4  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Gttij  Point : 
Two  telegraph  operators  who  were  in  the  rebel  service  at  Wilming- 
ton up  to  its  capture  and  who  have  arrived  here,  having  left  Wilming- 
ton on  the  2d  instant,  state  that  it  was  officially  reported  at  Wilmington 
on  the  night  of  February  21  that  Sherman's  advance  had  reached 
Chesterfield,  S.  C,  on  that  day  and  that  a  body  of  his  cavalry  were  at 
Camden.  When  these  men  left  Schofleld  had  not  moved  from  Wil- 
mington. 


C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


•Seep.  744. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  10, 1865—8.20  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 
Schofield  has  been  apparently  slow  in  getting  started,  on  account  of 
unprecedented  storms  and  bad  weatber.  There  has  been  but  little 
time  when  vessels  could  run  in  over  the  bar,  and,  consequently,  he  was 
without  transportation  and  could  go  no  farther  than  m'en  could  carry 
rations  to  supply  them.  When  he  wrote,  however,  his  wagons  were 
arriving  and  he  was  going  to  start  without  waiting  for  full  supplies. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  10, 1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  following  is  taken  from  the  Eichmond  Examiner  of  to-day : 

VICTORY  IN  NORTH   CAROLINA. 

One  thousand  five  hundred  prisoneTS  captured.  The  following  official  dispatch 
■was  received  yesterday,  announcing  a  victory  to  our  arms  in  North  Carolina: 

"Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

" Secretary  of  War: 
"General  Bragg  reports  that  he  attacked  the  enemy  yesterday,  four  miles  in  front 
of  Kinstou,  N.  C,  and  drove  him  from  his  position.  He  disputed  the  ground  obsti- 
nately, and  took  a  new  line  three  miles  from  his  first.  We  captured  three  pieces  of 
artillery  and  1,500  prisoners.  The  number  of  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded  left 
on  the  iield  is  large;  ours  comparatively  small.  The  troops  behaved  most  hand- 
somely, and  Major-Generals  Hill  and  Hoke  exhibited  their  accustomed  zeal  and  gal- 
lantry. 

"E.  E.  LEE." 

Kinston,  near  which  place  the  fight  occurred,  is  situated  on  the  direct'Tonte  from 
Goldsborough  to  New  Berne,  and  is  about  twenty  miles  east  of  Goldsborough  and 
about  thirty  from  New  Berne.  It  is  supposed  that  this  force  of  the  enemy  was 
advancing  from  New  Berne  against  Goldsborough  tor  the  purpose  of  cutting  the 
railroad  at  that  point.  It  is  not  probable  after  this  repulse  that  the  enemy  will 
attempt  to  advance,  and  it  is  likely  we  shall  next  hear  of  them  falling  back  upon 
New  Berne  or  changing  their  course  to  some  other  point  of  the  compass.  This  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  was  evidently  designed  to  be  co-operative  with  Sherman,  and  in 
this  light  and  at  this  juncture  it  may  be  of  great  value  to  us  in  embarrassing  the 
movements  of  Sherman. 


FROM  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

We  saw  last  evening  an  officer  from  South  Carolina.  He  reports  that  the  enemy 
have  completely  devastated  the  country  through  which  they  have  passed.  They 
have  not  spared  a  single  house  along  their  track,  and  have  wreaked  their  ven- 
geance upon  that  State  with  a  most  savage  and  murderous  spirit.  They  have  shown 
no  mercy  to  either  sex,  and  have  spared  nothing  on  their  march  which  could  be 
devoured  by  fire  and  sword.  We  are  told  the  people  have  no  conception  of  the  con- 
duct of  Sherman's  army,  and  the  widespread  destruction  and  the  infamous  excesses 
they  have  committed.  In  another  column  will  be  found  an  account  of  Sherman's 
burning  of  Columbia,  Avhich  we  get  from  a  Southern  paper  kindly  furnished  us  by 
the  same  officer.     We  regret  to  learn  that  Colonel  Aiken,  of  General  Butler's  (South 

Carolina)  cavalry,  was  killed  in  a  skirmish  near last  Friday  evening.     Major 

Barker,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  General  Hampton's  staff,  was  wounded  at  the 
same  time,  but  not  dangerously. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Davis'  Bridge^  March  10, 1865 — 11.20  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  : 

General  :  I  have  reached  Davis'  Bridge.  It  is  partially  destroyed, 
but  can  soon  be  repaired.  There  is  some  water  on  the  other  side,  but 
the  bottom  seems  to  be  hard.  General  G.A.  Smith  could  not  find  a  good 
right-hand  road,  and  will  come  np  to  the  bridge,  where  he  will  take  a 
good  road  on  this  side  of  the  creek  leading  to  the  plank  road.  The 
road  General  Smith  is  moving  on  is  pretty  bad,  but  he  is  repairing  it. 
The  bridge  train  and  my  headquarters  train  follow  General  G.A.  Smith, 
and  my  headquarters  will  be  at  this  point  to-night.  It  is  thirteen  miles 
from  this  place  to  Fayetteville. 
KespectfuUy, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Bethel  Church,  Ticenty-six  Miles  from  Fayetteville, 

March  10, 1805—2  p.  m. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing : 
General  :  Yours  of  11.20  is  just  received.  The  heavy  rain  last 
night  caught  Hazeu's  train  in  a  swamp,  and  he  has  had  to  corduroy 
five  miles,  and  his  train  is  not  yet  up.  Corse  is  behind  him  just  on 
this  side  of  Lumber  River.  I  will  come  on  in  the  morning  as  fast  as 
possible,  but  you  may  go  on  in  the  morning  ready  to  support  Slocum, 
who  reports  that  he  will  be  ready  to  go  into  Fayetteville  to-morrow.  I 
have  no  doubt  Johnston  will  try  and  get  some  troops  to  oppose,  and  it 
is  well  for  us  to  anticipate  his  preparations,  and,  therefore,  you  may 
push  so  as  to  threaten  the  town  on  the  southwest.  Let  Blair  take  from 
the  plank  road  to  the  river;  the  two  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  on  the 
direct  road,  communicating  with  Williams  on  the  left,  but  let  Slocum 
break  into  town.  I  will  send  a  staff  officer  to  him  at  daylight  with 
orders  to  shove  right  in  and  push  for  the  bridge.  I  think  if  the  enemy 
fights  us  with  a  bridge  to  his  rear  he  commits  a  mistake  of  which  we 
must  take  immediate  advantage.  If  any  cause  delays  me,  have  prepa- 
rations made  at  once  to  cross  over  to  the  east  bank  of  Gape  Fear  below 
the  town,  but  we  will  pause  thereabouts  till  we  can  get  some  real  news 
from  Wilmington.  You  may  send  any  number  of  messengers  to  convey 
the  intelligence  that  we  are  hereabouts,  all  well,  and  bound  for  (iolds- 
borough,  unless  necessity  forces  us  toward  Wilmington.  I  regret  that 
this  column  has  lost  this  day,  but  it  seems  inevitable. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  f)F  the  Tennessee 

Davis'  Bridge,  N.  C,  March  10, 1865—4.30  '».  m 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  I  have  just  heard  from  General  Blair.    He  found  his 
bridgedestroyed  but  thinks  he  can  build  another  without  the  aid  of 

Gene'^al  rA  wJ^'^f  '■"^^■'^^  ^^^'^  ^^^^^  «"«•  ^  ^ave  crossed 
nSnt  as  ?VotnS  >'"'',''  repaired  the  bridge  over  the  creek  at  this 
point,  as  I  found  the  road  on  this  side  too  bad.    He  is  not  yet  entirely 
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over,  but  will  be  to-iiigbt.  T  expected  the  liead  of  General  Logan's 
column  near  here,  at  the  fork,  before  this.  The  cannonading  heard 
to-day  is  re])orted  to  be  on  the  plank  road  from  Eockiugham  to  Fayette- 
ville. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 

Reports  from  different  sources  say  that  our  gun-boats  have  come  up 
the  Cape  Fear  part  way  to  Fayetteville. 
Respectfully, 

O.  O.  H., 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  ])ivision  of  thk  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Bethel  Church,  March  10,  I860 — 8  p.  m. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
General:  Yours  of  4.30  p.  m.,  from  Davis'  Bridge,  has  just  reached 
Iiere,  and  I  am  directed  by  the  general-inchief  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  same.  The  road  via  this  point  is  so  very  bad  that  nearly  the 
entire  day  has  been  spent  in  corduroying,  and  but  little  progress  has 
been  made  in  moving. 

I  am,  with  resj)ect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        )         Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  58.  )  Davis''  Bridge,  H.  C,  March  10,  1865. 

The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding, 
will  move  forward  to-morrow  on  the  direct  road  to  Fayetteville,  making 
as  much  distance  as  possible.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj. 
Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  push  forward  on  Fayetteville  by  the 
Fayetteville  southern  plank  road.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith's 
division  may  move  on  the  road  upon  which  it  now  is  until  it  crosses 
the  Little  Rockfish  Creek.  These  headquarters  and  the  bridge  train 
will  follow  the  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Davis'  Bridge,  N.  C,  March  lo,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
General  :  Order  two  of  your  divisions,  at  least,  this  way,  and  make 
what  headway  you  can  to-day.  Let  General  Hazen  close  up,  and  then 
go  ahead.  We  will  have  trouble  through  this  soil,  and  if  you  canuot 
reach  with  any  portion  of  your  main  column  Rockfish  Creek,  please 
send  forward  and  have  it  bridged. 
Veiv  respectfully, 

'  O.  0.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqes.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Akmy  Coeps, 

Antioch  Church,  H'.  C,  March  10, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
MA.JOE :  I  resnecitfully  report  that  I  be^an  pulliug  out  of  my  camp 
on  Shoe  Heel  Creek  at  5  o'clock  this  morning;  the  roads,  however,  were 
such  as  to  require  almost  continuous  corduroying,  and  my  advance 
was  consequently  very  slow.  Jleaching  the  old  Stage  road  I  found 
the  Fourth  Division  passing.  I  here  built  a  substantial  bridge  over 
the  stream  that  crossed  the  road  at  this  point,  so  as  to  expedite  my 
crossing.  Following  on  in  tlie  rear  of  General  John  B.  Smith,  I  moved 
over  Lumber  River  (which  occupied  two  hours),  going  into  camp  on 
Raft  Swamp,  some  two  miles  beyond  Randalsville  at  8  p.  m.,  having 
marched  twelve  miles,  facing  my  troops  south  and  southwest,  covering 
the  road  on  which  I  came  in.  My  headquarters  are  at  Antioch  Church. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

Hdqes.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Aemy  Coeps, 

Baft  Swamp,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Majoe  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  was  engaged 
to-day  in  corduroying  the  road.    The  trains  were  moved  up  to  Avest 
side  of  the  swamp,  the  advance  camping  to-night  six  miles  on  the  east 
side. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B,  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 

Headqtjaetees  Fifteenth  Aemy  Coeps, 

In  the  Field,  JV.  C,  March  10, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazbn, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  move  your  division  as  far  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville  to-morrow 
as  you  can,  breaking  camp  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning.  The  Fourth 
Division  will  be  closed  up  upon  your  command.  On  reaching  the  inter- 
section of  your  road  with  that  from  Randalsville,  push  on,  unless 
another  division  has  the  road,  when  you  will  have  to  wait  until  it 
passes. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Hdqes.  Thied  Division,  Fifteenth  Aemy  Corps 

McCann>s  Plantation,  N.  C,  March  10, 1865—7  a  m 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Majoe  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  this  division  for 
the  9th  instant  to  be  as  follows:  Moved  from  camp  at  Laurel  Hill  at  9 
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a.  m.,  crossed  Jordan's  Creek  (following  Second  Division),  and  moved 
on  neighborhood  roads  via  Leitch's  Mills  and  Gilchrist's  Bridge,  cross- 
ing Lumber  River  at  the  latter  point  to  near  Randalsville.  At  Leitch's 
Mills  the  road,  which  before  the  rain  commenced  falling  had  been  quite 
good,  became  impassable.  Nearly  all  of  the  commissary  train  and 
First  Brigade  remained  at  this  point  all  night,  the  men  hauling  out 
wagons  with  ropes,  it  being  impossible  to  iind  ground  sufficiently  solid 
for  animals  to  stand  upon.  Upon  arriving  at  Gilchrist's  Bridge,  Major- 
General  Logan  ordered  two  or  three  regiments  and  pioneer  corps  to  be 
sent  to  Eandals\ille.  I  immediately  sent  tlie  Second  Brigade,  con- 
sisting of  three  regiments,  and  the  corps.  They  bivouacked  at  6.30 
o'clock,  within  half  a  mile  of  Randalsville,  without  their  transporta- 
tion. The  artillery  and  ordnance  trains  were  parked  between  the  hours 
of  8  p.  m.  and  midnight  on  McCann's  plantation,  four  miles  from  the 
river.  A  few  of  the  forage  and  regimental  wagons  reached  the  same 
place  between  midnight  and  daylight.  From  the  information  received 
this  morning,  I  think  all  of  my  trains  will  arrive  during  the  a.  m.  Dis- 
tance marched,  fourteen  miles,  seven  of  which  were  corduroyed. 
1  am,  maior,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqes.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Big  Baft  Swamp,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865. 
Maj-  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjxitant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  First  Brigade  and  sup- 
ply trains  having  arrived  at  about  noon,  I  moved  forward,  crossing 
Lowry  and  Big  Raft  Swamps,  and  camping  at  C  p.  m.  upon  the  west 
side  of  the  latter  wherever  1  could  find  ground  sufilciently  solid  to  hold 
up  the  wagons.  Distance  marched,  four  miles,  three  of  which  were 
corduroyed. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
In  the  Field,  McNeilVs  Plantation,  JSf.  G.,  March  IQ,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of  the 
movements  of  my  division  the  9th  instant:  Pursuant  to  orders  from 
corps  headquarters  I  broke  camp  at  Springfield  at  6  a.  m.  and  moved 
to  Laurel  Hill,  traversing  two  separate  roads— the  telegraph  road  and 
a  road  intersecting  it  from  Springfield.  From  Laurel  Hdl  I  moved  m 
rear  of  the  Second  Division  to  Johnson's  plantation,  in  which  vicinity 
I  placed  my  command  in  bivouac  at  11  p.  m.  Owing  to  the  heavy  ram 
and  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads,  rendered  so  by  the  passing  of  the 
Second  Division  trains,  I  had  commenced  placing  my  command  m  biv- 
ouac at  McNair's plantation  at «  p.  m.,  when,  receiving  imperative  orders 
from  the  major-general  commanding  corps,  through  an  aide,  to  move 
across  Lumber  River,  I  again  drew  out  my  command,  and  feeling  ray 
way  through  the  intense  darkness,  continued  forward  with  the  head  of 
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my  column  to  Johnson's  plantation,  where  I  arrived  at  9.30  p.  m.  At 
this  time  I  received  a  report  that  the  bridge  across  Juniper  Creek  had 
sunk,  cutting  off  my  supply  and  ordnance  trains  and  two  brigades 
infantry  which  conld  not  possibly  reach  nie  before  daylight.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  thought  it  expedient  not  to  attempt  to  march 
farther,  and  therefore  placed  the  advance  brigade,  and  the  trains  with 
it,  in  bivouac  at  the  last-named  plantation,  and  the  remainder  of  my 
command  in  camp  near  Juniper  Creek.  The  labors  and  exposure  of  the 
men  on  this  march  were  severe  in  the  extreme,  and  they  could  not  have 
placed  less  than  four  miles  of  corduroy  and  marched  a  distance  of 
twelve  miles. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  move  your  command  at  an  early  liour  tomorrow  morning  in  rear  of 
the  Second  Division,  well  closed  up  on  that  command.    You  will  please 
move  as  far  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville  as  you  can. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serviint, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special        ^   Hdqrs.  4Tn  Div.,  15th  Armt  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  \         In  the  Field,  McNeill's  Plantation,  N.  C, 

No.  39.  )  Marcli  10,  1865. 

I.  The  movement  of  this  division  for  to-morrow,  the  11th  instant, 
will  be  as  follows:  The  First  Brigade  in  advance,  the  Second  Brigade 
in  center,  and  the  Third  Brigade  in  the  rear.  Trains  to  move  from 
Bethel  Church  in  the  same  order  as  heretofore,  lu  commencing  the 
march  to  morrow,  the  following  directions  will  be  observed  in  order 
that  the  command  may  be  closed  up  upon  arriving  at  Bethel  Church, 
and  at  the  same  time  no  delay  occasioned,  viz:  All  trains  and  the  bat- 
tery at  this  point  will  move  at  3  a.  m.  shari)  on  direct  Fayetteville  road 
through  Bethel  Church.  At  5.30  a.  m.  Colonel  Adams  will  move  with 
his  command  or  directly  in  rear  of  the  trains  to  same  point,  and  at 
6  a.  m.  Colonel  Hurlbut  will  move  his  connuand  by  same  route,  closing 
up  the  entire  column.  At  7.30  a.  m.,  or  as  soon  as  the  trains  from  this 
point  shall  arrive.  General  Kice  will  move  from  Bethel  Chujch  on 
Fayetteville  road.  At  Bethel  Church,  the  trains  and  battery  will  take 
the  position  assigned  them  in  the  column,  aiul  in  such  a  manner  as  not 
to  delay  the  movement.  With  exception  of  two  regiments  in  advance 
and  two  in  rear,  the  troops  will  march  by  the  side  and  to  the  right  of 
battery  and  train,  ?.  e.,  from  Bethel  Cimrch. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

McNeiWs  Plantation,  N.  C,  March  10, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  EiCE, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 
General  :  The  orduance  and  supply  trains  of  the  division  have  been 
ordered  to  cross  to  Bethel  Church.  As  soon  as  they  shall  be  well  drawn 
out,  you  will  follow  with  your  brigade  and  its  train,  moving  to  that 
point  and  taking  command  of  all  troops  and  trains  of  the  division  which 
you  may  find  there.  You  will  see  that  the  trains  are  closely  parked  and 
securely  picketed.  Besides  your  command  there  will  be  the  Twelfth 
and  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers.  You  will  probably  not  be 
able  to  move  before  9  p.  m.  Please  ascertain  when  the  trains  shall 
have  passed,  in  order  that  no  time  may  be  lost.  The  Sixty-sixth  Indi- 
ana has  been  ordered  on  from  the  place  where  they  were  at  work,  and 
are  in  camp  at  the  church. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVEETS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Davis''  Bridge,  March  10, 1865 — 1.45  j>.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Have  just  arrived  at  the  bridge  and  find  General  Giles 
A.  Smith  across  the  stream  with  his  troops,  and  his  train  will  commence 
crossing  in  an  hour.  Just  after  I  left  General  Howard  to  go  to  you. 
General  Smith  came  up,  and  after  reconnoitering  the  swamp  half  a  mile 
from  this  point  on  cross  road,  decided  that  it  was  impracticable  to  cross 
train  without  making  a  bridge  several  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  reach  the  plank  road  to-night,  and  as  General 
Hazen  was  a  long  distance  in  the  rear,  and  he  had  the  road  all  to  him- 
self, concluded  to  cross  his  division  here.  About  two  miles  from  Davis' 
Bridge,  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  there  is  a  right-hand  road  that 
intersects  plank  road  some  three  and  a  half  or  four  miles  from  your 
crossing.  General  Smith  will  take  this  road  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning,  and  will  probably  swing  in  ahead  of  your  other  divisions.  I 
trust  this  will  prove  satisfactory  to  you.  It  would  be  impossible  for 
General  Smith  to  get  on  to  tlie  plank  road  by  the  cross-road  on  west 
side  of  creek  to-night,  and  by  crossing  at  this  bridge  he  will  be  able 
to  take  advance  of  your  command  to-morrow.  An  order  has  been  sent 
to  Michigan  Engineers  to  report  to  you  at  once,  as  you  desired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  E.  STEONG, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

lioclcfish  Creek,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  :  My  Firstand  Third  Divisions  are  in  camp  here.   The  bridge 
over  Eockfish  Creek  is  burned,  but  I  shall  have  it  rebuilt  to-night. 
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The  bridge  over  Little  Eockflsli  is  partly  burned  but  can  be  easily 
repaired.  I  shall  send  forward  at  daylight  to  have  it  done.  I  shall 
not  need  the  First  Michigan,  and  will  send  orders  for  them  to  move 
with  the  Fourth  Division. 

Yery  respectfully,  ^^^^^  ^,  ^^^^^^^  ^^^ 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs  Department  and  a'emy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Davis'  Bridge,  K.  C,  March  10, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blaik, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  General  G.  A.  Smith's  division  was  entirely  across  with 
trains  before  C  o'clock.  The  First  Michigan  Engineers  did  not  arrive 
here  until  near  dark,  and  has  gone  into  camp  near  here.  The  general 
thought  that  as  they  had  worked  hard  all  day  that  he  would  not  send 
them  forward,  but  will  do  so  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morning  if  you 
need  them.  The  general  thinks  that  you  may  move  General  bmith's 
division  forward  to-morrow  a.  m.  on  the  road  on  which  he  is  now  mov- 
ing, beyond  Little  Eockfish,  over  which  there  is  a  bridge  which  needs 
very  little  repair. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  03.  I        Near  Rockfish  CreeJc,  N.  C,  March  10, 1865. 

I.  Division  commanders  will  cause  a  sufflcient  number  of  good  cattle 
to  be  collected  ia  the  country  to  have  fifteen  days'  supply  of  beef  con- 
tinually ou  hand. 

II.  The  State  of  North  Carolina  is  to  a  great  extent  loyal,  and  as 
such,  a  marked  difference  should  be  made  in  the  manner  in  which  we 
treat  the  people  and  the  manner  in  which  those  of  South  Carolina  were 
treated.    Nothing  should  be  taken  from  them  except  what  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  to  this  end  the  following 
regulations  for  foraging  are  made  and  will  be  strictly  enforced:   A 
foraging  party  for  each  division  will  be  organized,  to  consist  of  sixty 
men  and  the  proper  number  of  commissioned  officers.    Eeliable  officers 
will  be  selected  for  these  parties,  officers  who  can  and  will  control  their 
men,  and  they  will  be  held  strictly  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  men. 
The  men  will  not  be  permitted  to  enter  dwelling  houses  under  any  cir- 
cumstances.   They  must  be  kept  together  and  at  all  times  under  the  eye 
of  a  commissioned  officer.    If  it  is  necessary  to  detach  a  portion  of  the 
party  they  will  be  sent  under  charge  of  a  commissioned  officer.    These 
parties  will  take  nothing  but  what  is  necessary — that  is,  animals,  food 
for  the  command,  and  forage  for  the  stock.    Each  division  and  brigade 
headquarters,  battery,  and  train  will  be  allowed  a  sufficient  number  of 
foragers,  to  be  regulated  by  division  commanders,  and  placed  in  charge 
of  a  reliable  non-commissioned  officer,  who  will  keep  them  together  and 
subject  them  to  the  rules  prescribed  for  the  division  party.    Each  of 
these  foragers  will  be  provided  with  a  pass.    Division  commanders 
will  cause  all  animals  to  be  taken  from  persons  not  authorized  to  be 
mounted.    All  unserviceable  animals  will  be  shot,  and  after  filling  up 
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the  batteries  aud  train  the  rest  will  be  turned  over  to  Lieut.  Col.  E.  M. 
Joel,  chief  quartermaster  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  to  be  disposed  of 
as  the  major-general  commanding  may  direct.  All  led  horses  must  be 
kept  in  their  places  in  the  column.  Provost-marshals  of  divisions  will 
patrol  their  line  of  march  with  a  detachment  of  mounted  men,  and 
they  will  arrest  and  dismount  all  mounted  men  found  away  from  the 
line  of  march,  unless  they  are  regularly  detailed  foragers  with  their 
ofi&cers  and  complying  with  this  order.  Where  division  commanders 
deem  it  necessary  they  may  send  a  detachment  of  infantry  under 
charge  of  a  good  officer  to  forage  on  the  flank.  They  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  go  in  advance  of  the  column  or  to  a  greater  distance  than 
five  miles  to  the  flank.  These  men  will  not  be  allowed,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  separate  or  to  enter  houses,  and  the  officer  in  charge  will 
be  held  to  strict  accountability  for  their  acts.  Provost-marshals  will 
arrest  all  men  other  [than]  these,  found  away  from  their  commands. 
All  olBcers  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order  and  will  arrest 
any  men  found  violating  it.  The  inspector-general's  department  will 
see  that  none  but  persons  authorized  are  mounted.  Division  com- 
manders may  retain  such  number  of  unserviceable  animals  as  they 
may  wish  to  mount  their  foot-sore  men  on. 

•  *  *  *  #  »  • 

IV.  The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  to  Fayetteville.  Bvt.  Maj. 
Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  move  forward  as 
directed  by  General  Howard  on  the  road  he  is  now  on  to  Fayetteville, 
communicating  with  the  major-general  commanding  when  he  reaches 
Little  Eockfish  Creek.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First 
Division,  will  move  forward  at  7  a.  m.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  com- 
manding Third  Division,  will  follow  the  First  Division.  The  First 
Regiment  Michigan  Engineers,  Col.  J.  B.  Yates  commanding,  will  fol- 
low the  Fourth  Division.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will 
move  from  Eockfish  Factory  at  7  o'clock. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqes.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865. 
Captain  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

I  have  just  heard  from  my  supply  train  and  I  find  that  it  will  not  be 
able  to  reach  this  point  before  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  as  the 
most  of  it,  together  with  one  brigade  of  troops,  is  still  on  the  other 
side  of  creek,  about  seven  miles  back.  Shall  I  take  the  advance 
to-morrow  1 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWEE, 
Major- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17Tn  Army  Corps, 

JTo.  57.  )  In  the  Field,  ¥.  C,  March  10,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  forward  at  8.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  following 
the  First  Division.    The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  command- 
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ing,  will  have  the  advance,  moving  troops  ou  tlie  right  of  the  road. 
The  First  Brigade,  Col.  C.  Fairchild  commanding,  will  follow  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  detailing  one  regiment  for  rear  guard.     Artillery -and 
trains  in  usual  order. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  P.  Force : 

J.  C.  ])OUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  FoTJBTn  Division  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Bockfish  Crech,  March  10,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

Sir:  Bummers  report  that  they  have  been  within  two  or  three  miles 
of  Fayetteville.  All  citizens  report  no  force  there.  A  factory  oper- 
ative, who  voluntarily  came  in,  says  he  left  there  at  11  o'clock  yesterday. 
There  were  only  a  few  hundred  soldiers  there  then.  They  were  moving 
away  machinery  on  the  Coalfield  or  Western  Itailroad.  The  citizens 
told  him  that  Hardee's  army  would  be  there  to-day,  but  he  thinks  they 
have  left  for  Ealeigh.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  are  re])orted  on  another 
plank  road  five  miles  to  our  left.  1  should  like  to  go  in  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Majur-  General. 


Davis'  Bridge,  K  C,  March  10,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

General  :  Your  dispatch  received.  General  Blair  has  been  directed 
to  push  you  straight  on,  at  least  as  far  as  Little  Rockfish  Creek,  where 
the  roads  are  very  near  each  other.  General  Sherman  lias  particularly 
requested  that  I  will  not  push  my  wing  into  Fayetteville.  You  will 
therefore  halt  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city.  The  arsenal  is  south  of  the 
town.  General  Slocum  is  expected  to  Jiiarch  in  to-morrow.  If  you  do 
not  get  other  orders  from  General  Blair  you  may  push  on  at  C.30  a.  m. 
and  repair  the  bridge  over  the  next  creek  (Little  liockflsh).  I  will 
join  you  there  in  jierson. 


Very  respectfully, 


O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Foxtrtii  Division, 

Kockfish  Creek,  March  10, 1865. 
Oapt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  command  all  snugly  in  camp  on 
the  northeast  side  of  Rockfish  Creek.    If  1  am  not  ordered  into  Fay- 
etteville m  the  morning  I  shall  strike  your  road  about  two  miles  from 
your  bridge.    I  can  start  at  any  hour  you  may  direct,  so  as  to  get  ahead 
of  the  column.    Prisoners  brought  in  report  no  enemy  in  Fayetteville 
A  factory  operative  who  left  there  at  11  o'clock  yesterday  s'avs  there 
were  not  over  200  or  300  men  there.    They  were  expecting  Hardee's 
troops  there  this  morning,  but  he  thinks  tiiey  have  all  gone  to  Ealei<--li 
There  were  no  new  works  there  but  they  were  moving  machinery  away 
on  the  Coalfield  or  Western  Railroad.    Bummers  report  tJie  Fourteenth 
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Corps  encamped  on  another  plank  road  abont  five  miles  to  our  left.  I 
should  like  to  take  Faj-etteville  in  the  morning,  provided  Generals 
lilair  and  llardce  were  willing.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  much  force 
there.    The  Fifteenth  Corps  are  not  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Roclcfish  Greeh,  N.  C,  March  10, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith, 

Commnnding  Fourth  Division: 

General  :  1  have  referred  your  conmmuication  of  this  evening  to 
the  major-general  commanding,  and  he  directs  me  to  say  that  General 
Sherman  wishes  the  Left  Wing  to  enter  Fayetteville  flrst,  but  if  we 
meet  any  resistance  we  can  drive  them  and  take  possession.  Therefore, 
should  the  enemy  oppose  your  movement,  you  may  take  Fayetteville 
if  you  can.  I  thiiik  the  right  wing  of  this  corps  will  be  before  you. 
That,  however,  will  not  prevent  your  inscribing  "  Fayetteville"  on  your 
banners.  Should  you  find  no  opposition  you  will  halt  before  reaching 
the  city  and  await  orders.  You  will  move  on  the  road  you  are  7iow  on, 
communicating  with  us  at  Little  Hockttsh  and  at  any  other  place  you 
may  think  proper.  The  information  you  have  coincides  with  what 
])risoners  that  we  have  taken  say.  I  send  you  a  duplicate  of  the  order 
for  to-morrow.* 

Very  respe<'tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Asuistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  Op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Raft  Swamp,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commandinfi  Left  ^Yin{| : 
General:  The  heavy  rain  of  last  night  caught  the  column  with 
which  I  am  in  the  swamp,  which  is  bottomless  and  has  to  be  cleared  and 
corduroyed  for  miles  to  let  the  trains  and  artillery  pass.  The  Seven- 
teenth Corps  is  now  at  Ko<;kiish  Creek  and  will  have  time  to  repair  the 
bridges  and  push  into  Fayetteville  to-morrow,  Saturday.  I  want  you 
to  go  in  flrst.  This  you  can  do  in  your  own  way,  but  General  Howard 
will  have  the  Seventeenth  Corps  and  two  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth 
near  enough  to  support.  Do  all  that  is  possible  to  secure  the  bridge 
across  Cape  Fear,  bnt  if,  as  I  suppose  will  be  the  case,  the  enemy  burn 
it,  effect  a  lodgment  at  once  across  and  make  a  pontoon  bridge  with  a 
brigade  across  intrenched.  We  will  await  there  some  days.  Destroy 
nothing  till  I  meet  you,  unless  there  be  special  reason  that  you  know 
I  will  approve.  I  will  try  and  be  near  you  by  sunset.  Should  it  be 
that  Johnston  has  resolved  to  defend  Fayetteville  with  a  large  force, 
it  is  to  our  interest,  and  you  can  engage  his  attention  on  the  north  and 
northwest,  whilst  General  Howard  closes  in  to  the  southwest.  Avoid 
intrench nients,  but  make  haste  to  prevent  the  making  of  them.    I 

*  See  paragraph  IV,  p.  761. 
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send  vou  this  message  T^-hich  may  seem  superfluous,  but  I  am  with 
troops  deW  bytht  swamp  and  cannot  afford  to  eave  anything  to 
See  I  have  Lit  messengers  and  orders  to  Wilmington  I  set 
mi^ch  store  on  a  lodgment  east  of  Cape  Fear  Eiver  and  would  advise 
your  having  the  poStoons  convenient.  The  weather  is  now  clearing 
awav,  and  liU  give  us,  I  hope, somedaysof  sunshine.  Our  roads  here 
are  swampy  in  the  extreme,  but  yours,  I  hope,  have  proven  better. 

^°"''®'  W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headoiiaeters  Left  Wmcx,  Army  of  Georgia, 
Sixteen  Miles  from  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  The  maior-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 

your  command  to-day  to  this  side  of  Little  Eoekfish  Creek  (at  the  ien 

Mile  Post),  get  your  divisions  and  trains  together,  and  await  the  arrival 

of  the  Twentieth  Corps.    He  thinks  you  will  not  get  farther  than  that 

point  to-day. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       ^  KOBT.  P.  DECHBET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        )        Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Field   Orders,  >  Thirteen  Miles  from  Fayetteville,  N.  C, 

^Q_  20.  )  March  10,  1865. 

The  advance  will  be  resumed  to-morrow  as  follows :  General  Baird 
(directing  his  quartermaster  to  rei^ort  his  trains  to  General  Carlin) 
will  move  forward  unencumbered  upon  the  Fayetteville  road  at  6  a.  m. 
General  Carlin,  taking  charge  of  the  transportation  of  the  advance 
division,  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  General  Morgan,  with  the  reserve  artil- 
lery, &c.,  will  follow  General  Carlin. 
Bv  order  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fourteen-Mile  Post,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865 — 7  p.  m. 

Captain  Wiseman, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  command  in  camp.  I 
reached  General  Kilpatrick's  headquarters,  in  accordance  Avith  instruc- 
tions from  corps  headquarters  transmitted  through  you,  at  10 this  a.m. 
At  his  urgent  request  I  remained  with  him  until  2  this  p.  m.  The 
engagement  this  morning  was  one  of  considerable  magnitude,  resulting 
in  the  discomtiture  of  the  rebel  forces  after  they  had  occupied  Kilpat- 
rick's camp.  Prisoners  were  taken  from  six  different  brigades,  whose 
testimony  is  concurrent  to  the  effect  that  the  whole  rebel  army  is 
straining  every  nerve  to  reach  Fayetteville  before  our  forces  can  do  so. 
Prisoners  captured  iu  the  charge  this  morning  also  say  that  two  divis- 
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ions  of  their  army  were  still  in  their  rear.  To-night  I  captured  a  pris- 
oner -who  claims  to  belong  to  Ehett's  division,  and  that  it  was  marching 
on  a  road  to  our  left,  and  he  (the  prisoner)  thought  it  was  less  than  a 
mile  off.  If  this  is  true  Kilpatrick  will  strike  it  to-night,  as  he  is  on 
the  Chicken  road,  immediately  on  our  left. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

JOHK  G.  MITCHELL, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 

P-  S. — I  tried  to  find  the  general's  headquarters  this  evening,  but 
failed  to  do  so. 

M. 


Headquaetebs  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 

BocTcfish  Creek,  N.  C,  March  10, 1865. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
Major  :  I  lefb  Buffalo  Creek  a  mile  east  of  Lumber  Creek  this  morn- 
ing, and  after  corduroying  every  foot  of  the  ten  miles  to  this  point  reached 
here  at  3.30  p.  m.  I  find  this  creek  and  overflow  at  least  300  feet  broad, 
with  a  depth  of  from  three  to  eight  feet.  I  have  the  pontoon  train  up, 
and  shall  have  a  bridge  ready  by  dayhght.  I  have  never  seen  so  sp  jngy 
and  treacherous  a  road  as  to-day.  If  made  of  jelly  it  could  not  have 
been  less  firm.  A  dispatch  from  General  Slocam  this  morning  says  the 
Fourteenth  Corps  expected  to  encamp  to-night  on  Little  Eockflsh  Creek. 
My  messenger  says  its  train  was  stretched  out  for  ten  miles  behind  the 
camp  of  last  night.  My  train  is  well  up.  I  send  some  newspapers. 
Firing  was  heard  this  morning  on  our  left  front,  probably  from  our 
cavalry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Bockfish  Creek,  N.  C,  March  10,  I860. 

This  command  will  march  toward  Fayetteville  to  morrow,  as  follows: 
Third  Division,  Second  Division,  First  Division.  General  Ward  will 
start  at  6  a.  m,,  and  will  march  the  troops  of  his  division  in  the  advance, 
and  will  repair  the  roads.  He  will  send  three  regiments  ahead  to  Nich- 
olson's Creek  to  prepare  the  crossing  there.  General  Geary  will  follow 
the  Third  Division,  and  will  cover  his  own  train  and  that  of  the  Third 
Division.  General  Jackson  will  detail  three  regiments  as  rear  guard. 
The  tool  wagons  of  each  brigade  of  the  Third  Division  will  accompany 
their  respective  brigades.  The  artillery  will  have  the  same  positions  in 
the  column  as  in  the  march  of  to-day.  That  portion  of  the  pontoon 
train  which  is  not  used  in  the  construction  of  the  bridge  at  this  point 
will  march  at  the  head  of  the  trains  of  the  Third  Division,  starting  at 
6  a.  m.  The  balance  of  that  train  will  follow  as  soon  as  the  corps  shall 
have  passed  the  bridge. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOTEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


766  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.       [Chap.LIX. 

Wise's  Fokks,  March  10, 1865. 

(Received  13th.)     ' 
Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant  : 

The  enemy  made  a  heavy  attack  upon  oar  center  and  left  to-day,  but 
was  decisively  repulsed  and  with  heavy  loss.  His  dead  and  badly 
wounded  men  left  upon  the  field.  We  also  took  several  hundred  pris- 
oners. Our  loss  is  small.  General  Couch  is  only  twelve  miles  from 
here  to-night,  and  will  be  up  early  in  the  morning.  We  took  prisoners 
from  Lee's  and  Stewart's  corps.  They  say  two  corps  are  here,  and  the 
rest  of  Johnston's  are  coming. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIBLD, 

Major-  General. 

(Forwarded  by  General  Grant  to  the  Secretary  of  War  13th.) 


New  Berne,  March  10, 1865 — 1.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

The  scout  on  the  Neuse  road  found  it  barricaded  at  Core  Creek,  but 
no  enemy.  They  then  crossed  to  the  Dover  road,  and  are  pushing  for- 
ward. Am  I  to  start  the  boat  up  the  Trent  River  before  hearing  from 
General  Couch? 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Wise's  Forks,  N.  C,  March  10, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Schofield  : 

I  want  General  Couch  to  come  straight  here,  that  he  may  go  to 
Trenton  in  comjjliance  with  my  dispatch  sent  yesterday.  For  that 
contingency  send  the  boat  up  the  river  to-night,  or  at  daylight  if  it 
cannot  go  in  the  night.    Send  Lieutenant  Williams  up  here  to-morrow. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD,       " 
Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Hfew  Berne,  W.  G.,  March  10,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

At  the  Front: 
Party  sent  to  meet  General  Couch  could  not  cross  Mill  Creek.    Sent 
horses  back  and  goes  on  foot  with  part  of  his  command.    He  had 
several  men  badly  injured  iu  attempting  to  cross.    Could  not  repair 
bridge. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


Wise's  Forks,  March  10, 1865. 
Brig,  Gen.  G.  W.  Schofield, 

New  Berne : 
The  enemy  attacked  heavily  on  our  left  and  center,  but  was  repiUsed 
MPith  pretty  heavy  loss.    A  large  part  of  Johnston's  army  is  here,  and 
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I  think  the  rest  is  coming.  They  will  probably  try  it  again  to-morrow. 
Conch  is  heard  from,  and  is  to  he.  at  Beaver  Dam  Creek  to-night.  I 
hope  he  will  get  up  in  time.  We  shall  try  to  hold  here  until  he  comes, 
even  thongh  the  enemy  may  get  in  our  rear.  Bring  up  all  the  troops 
from  Morehead  to  New  Berne,  and  prepare  to  hold  that  place  in  any 
event.  Use  the  trains  to  bring  up  supplies  here  and  troops  to  New 
Berne.    All  other  work  may  be  stopped  for  a  day  or  two. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIBLD, 

3Iajor- General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  10, 1865—6.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

At  the  Front : 
Dispatch  received.     Have  ordered  everything  up  from  Morehead 
City.     Shall  arrange  to  put  all  convalescents,  negroes,  and  citizens  into 
the  works  if  necessary.     Lieutenant  Williams,  from  General  Couch,  is 
here. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


Headqxtaeters, 
In  the  Field,  March  10, 1865— 7. 30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Schofield  : 

General  Couch  is  within  a  short  distance  of  here.  Tou  need  not  send 
the  boat.  He  Avill  be  here  by  daylight.  All  is  lovely  and  the  goose 
hangs  high. 

WM.  M.  WHEEKY, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


New  Beene,  N.  C,  March  10, 1865—9  p.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

At  the  Front: 
I  started  the  boat  at  4  p.  m.  to-day.    Williams  says  General  Couch 
intended  to  cross  the  Trent  at  or  near  I'.eaver  Dam  Creek.    1  will  send 

liim  up  in  the  morning.  „ 

^  G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Military  Div.  of  the  Mississippi,  Morehead: 

Major-General  Schofield  directs  that  all  troops  at  Morehead  come  to 
this  place  at  once,  including  the  regiment  now  under  your  orders. 
Colonel  McChesnev  will  attend  to  their  shipment. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIBLD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  10, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton,  ,,.    .    .     • 

Chief  Quartermaster  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
General:  I  Lave  received  a  telegram  from  Major-General  Schofield 
to  the  following  effect:  Use  all  railroad  transportation  for  the  purpose 
of  sending  stores  to  the  front  and  for  bringing  troops  from  Morehead 
to  New  Berne.  All  other  work  may  be  stopped  for  a  day  or  two.  It 
was  in  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  this  telegram  that  I 
telegraphed  you  this  evening  in  regard  to  troops  under  your  orders. 
Please  spare  the  last  possible  man. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  »       .T       r  ^   ^    SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  10, 1805— 6  p.  m. 
Colonel  McChesney,  Morehead  City : 

Major-General  Schofield  directs  that  you  come  to  this  place  with  your 
whole  command  at  once.  Load  the  train  now  there  and  send  it  up 
to-night.  The  balance  will  come  early  in  the  morning.  Report  to  me 
your  effective  strength. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  New  Berne,  March  10, 1865. 
Capt.  J.  J.  McLane, 

Commanding  Detachment  of  First  North  Carolina  Volunteers: 

I  am  directed  by  the  raaior-general  commanding  to  place  your  com- 
mand on  board,  steamer  General  Shejjley,  and  to  send  the  boat  on  an 
expedition  iip  the  Trent  lliver.  You  will,  thereibre,  at  once  place  your 
command  on  board  said  boat  with  ten  days'  rations.  It  is  intended 
that  the  boat  shall  proceed  up  the  river  as  far  as  Trenton,  with  the 
expectation  of  meeting  General  Couch's  command  there,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  means  for  him  to  cross  that  stream.  Mr.  Lowman, 
harbor  master  at  this  place,  will  accompany  the  expedition  and  super- 
intend the  running  of  the  boat,  building  bridge,  &c. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  10, 1865. 
Capt.  J.  J.  McLanb, 

Commanding  Detachment  on  board  Steamer  General  Shepley : 
Captain:  I  have  just  received  instructions  from  Major-General 
Schofield  to  order  the  expedition  up  the  Trent  to  return.  General 
Couch  is  now  crossing  the  river  at  a  point  higher  up  than  the  Shejiley 
could  go.  You  will  therefore  return  without  delay.  Show  this  to  Cap- 
tain Lowman.  It  will  be  orders  for  him  as  well  as  yourself. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 
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New  Beenb,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865. 
Col.  N.  W.  Day, 

TJiird  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  Morehead  : 
Make  arrangements  with  General  Easton  or  the  harbor  master  to  get 
your  command  on  shore  in  the  most  feasible  way.    You  will  then  come 
with  it  to  this  place  unless  otherwise  ordered. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Schofleld : 

G.  W.  SOHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  10, 1865. 
Col.  W.  W.  Wright, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Military  Railroads : 
Colonel:  I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  Major-General  Scho- 
fleld directing  me  to  bring  up  all  troops  from  Morehead,  and  to  use  all 
railroad  transportation  for  that  purpose  and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
stores  to  the  front.  He  also  says  all  other  work  may  be  stopped  for  a 
day  or  two.  I  send  this  for  your  information,  not  knowing  whether  he 
has  given  you  any  orders  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


New  Berne,  March  10, 1865—9  a.  m. 
Major-General  Cox : 

I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  9.12  p.  m.,*  also  General  Palmer's  of 
12.50  a.  m.,  giving  the  source  of  his  information  about  the  pontoon 
bridge  and  of  the  enemy's  movement  down  the  Neuse  road  yesterday. 
It  does  seem  to  me  that  our  cavalry  ought  to  know  certainly  of  any 
actual  movement  of  the  enemy  on  the  Neuse  road,  and  also  whether 
they  have  a  pontoon  bridge  below  the  mouth  of  Southwest  Creek,  It 
might  be  well  to  send  the  main  portion  of  your  cavalry  to  that  flank. 
Couch  ought  very  soon, to  be  in  position  to  protect  your  left  against 
any  movement  in  force,  though  I  have  heard  nothing  from  him.  You 
might  also  put  a  reliable  regiment  or  two  of  infantry  on  that  road  to 
give  you  certain  information  of  the  enemy's  movements,  and  detam  him 
until  you  could  make  dispositions  to  meet  him  or  fall  back,  as  might 
seem  necessary.  J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

Wise's  Forks,  March  10, 1865—9  a.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

New  Berne: 
Nothing  new  this  morning.  The  skirmishing  is  continuous  and  very 
like  that  before  New  Hope  Church.  Night  alarms  are  frequent.  The 
enemy  shows  no  serious  disposition  to  commit  himself  to  an  extended 
movement,  and  my  impression  is  strong  that  he  will  continue  substan- 
tially on  the  defensive.  There  is  no  pontoon  bridge  below  Kinston.  i 
doubt  if  there  is  one  there.    Deserters  say  that  one  division  (Johnson  s) 

•Reference  is  probably  to  dispatch  of  12  p.  m.,  March  9.     See  p.  748. 
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of  Hood's  old  command  is  wiJh  Hoke,  and  some  vaguely  talk  of  more. 
The  wagons  sent  up  will  be  very  acceptable.  Will  Major  Wherry 
please  see  the  ordnance  officer  at  New  Berne  and  direct  him  to  keep  a 
non-commissioned  officer  at  the  upper  railroad  station,  with  at  least 
100,000  rounds  of  cartridges  ahead  all  the  time.  He  should  have  a  tar- 
paulin and  keep  the  boxes  right  side  up.  Part  of  that  sent  yesterday 
got  wet.  The  led  horses  are  still  at  the  end  of  the  railroad.  Shall  I 
keep  them  there? 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Wise's  Fokks,  March  10,  1865—10.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schopield, 

New  Berne: 
My  cavalry  went  down  the  Trent  road  yesterday  to  the  forks,  about 
one  mile  and  a  half  this  side  of  Trenton.  Heard  nothing  of  General 
Couch.  No  rebels  on  the  lower  Trent  road,  but  rebel  cavalry  in  small 
parties  were  on  the  upper  (northern)  Trent  road.  I  have  ordered  them 
to  go  into  Trentou  to-day. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Agawam, 
New  Berne,  March  10,  1865 — 2  p.  m.     (Sent  4  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Cox: 

An  expedition  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Thornton  has  started  up 
the  Neuse — the  Ella  May,  Shrapnel,  and  eight  armed  launches  and 
cutters.  Please  open  communication  with  Captain  Thornton  if  i)ossible, 
that  he  may  be  able  to  operate  intelligently. 

A.  C.  KHIND, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 
(Same  to  General  I.  N.  Palmer.) 


Wise's  Forks,  March  10, 1865. 
Captain  Kimball, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  New  Berne : 
The  gang  of  laborers  to  unload  trains  at  end  of  railroad  should  have 
a  thorough  overseer  to  make  them  unload  the  cars  whenever  they 
arrive.    The  railroad  men  complain  of   great  delays,  trains  being 
delayed  all  night. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General. 

Wise's  Forks,  March  10, 1865.  ■ 
Captain  Austin, 

Assista7it  QvMr  term  aster,  Morehead  City: 
It  is  very  important  that  the  wagon  train  of  General  Euger's  division 
be  unloaded  at  once.    We  are  sufl'ering  for  need  of  it,  and  cannot  pos- 
sibly spare  fighting  men  from  the  front  now.    Please  have  it  done 
without  delay. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General,  Commanding  District. 
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British  Eoad  Railroad  Crossing, 

March  10, 1865 — 13.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  Schopield: 

A  deserter  who  has  just  come  in  has  beeu  questioned  very  closely 
by  me,  and  I  believe  the  statement  he  makes,  whicli  is  as  follows: 
Just  after  the  attack  on  our  left  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  a  portion 
of  Hood's  old  army,  under  D.  H.  Hill,  arrived  on  the  ground.  Bragg 
is  in  command,  and  yesterday  morning  he  addressed  Hoke's  division, 
informing  them  that  they  now  had  the  Yankees  running  and  they  must 
keep  them  at  it.  This  deserter  crossed  the  river  on  the  pontoon 
bridge,  which  is  a  few  miles  below  Kinston,  and  he  was  with  Hoke'i- 
division,  which  marched  down  the  Neuse  road  yesterday  some  two  or 
three  miles,  when  they  went  back  again.  Bragg  tells  his  men  that  he 
is  going  to  capture  this  army  and  then  go  to  New  Berne.  It  is  my 
belief  that  he  will  not  have,  with  Hill's  men,  more  than  15,000,  but  that 
a  determined  effort  is  to  be  made  to  defeat  this  force.  I  send  this  to 
you  direct,  as  the  signal  station  is  at  my  camp.  I  shall  send  the  same 
information  to  General  Cox. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

I.  N.  PALMBE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


British  Egad  Eailroad  Crossing, 

March  10,  1865—1.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Schopield: 

While  I  was  very  much  occupied  yesterday  I  heard  of  the  pontoon 
bridge  over  the  Neuse,  and  I  directed  my  adjutant-general  to  notify  the 
senior  naval  officer  at  New  Berne  of  this.  I  merely  desired  to  give  him 
information,  and  did  not  intend  either  to  direct  or  advise  any  move- 
ment against  it.  In  these  times  much  has  to  be  left  to  staff'  officers,  and 
blunder  was  made  here. 

I.  N.  TALMEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

March  10,  1865. 

General  Cox, 

Commanding,  &c. : 
General  :  I  desired  to  know  if  the  Neuse  road  was  clear  from  New 
Berne  to  this  i)oint  on  my  right.  I  directed  Colonel  Stewart,  at  New 
Berne,  to  get  this  information  for  me  by  sending  a  small  party  through 
to  me.  The  cavah-y  of  his  troop  were  sent  from  Fort  Anderson, 
opposite  New  Berne.  They  report  the  road  blockaded  this  side  of 
Core  Creek.  If  the  men  are  not  needed  here  they  can  be  returned  to 
their  post.    Shall  I  send  them  back? 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  i.  N.  PALMEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Wise's  Forks,  March  10, 1865—5  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer: 

The  deserters  stated  that  some  rebels  crossed  yesterday  on  a  bridge 
they  had  made  near  the  railroad.    Can  they  not,  from  tha^  point,  get 
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between  the  regiment  on  Neuse  road  and  you?  If  so,  I  would  prefer  to 
trust  to  the  cavalry  patrol  and  recall  the  regiment  to  act  as  a  reserve. 
A  small  infantry  picket,  part  of  the  way  out,  might  support  the  cavalry 
and  see  that  they  did  their  duty,  without  the  same  risk. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major- General. 


March  10, 1865—11.45  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer: 

A  demonstration  made  on  my  left  makes  it  advisable  to  send  over  at 
least  one  regiment  from  your  right.  If  all  is  quiet  there  send  one  on 
double-quick. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-Oeneral. 


[March  10, 1865]— 12.10  m. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer  : 

Tlie  orders  I  have  sent  are  that  if  I  send  word  that  I  cannot  hold 
here,  you  will  make  an  orderly  retreat  to  New  Berne,  but  I  think  the 
weight  of  the  enemy's  attack  is  over.  If  he  is  quiet  in  your  front  I 
want  a  brigade,  and  want  everything  got  well  in  hand  to  move  in  any 
direction.    I  need  help  and  rely  on  you  to  send  whatever  you  can. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major- General. 

Signal  down  the  railroad  for  General  Schofleld  not  to  leave  the  train 
to  come  to  the  front  this  morning. 


March  10, 1865—12.30  m. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer: 

Hoke's  division  made  a  brisk  attack  on  my  left  and  is  now  repulsed. 
Signal  General  Schofield  that  he  can  safely  come  up,  as  the  road  is  not 
now  endangered.  I  will  send  back  your  men  as  soon  as  the  pursuit  is 
pushed  farther.     I  have  a  good  many  prisoners. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major- General. 

Headquarters  First  Division, 

March  10, 1865—5.10  p.  m. 
General  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Wise's  Gross-Roads: 
General:  The  three  men  who  came  through  with  dispatches  from 
General  Couch  passed  out  again  some  hour  or  less  since.  Two  of  them 
returned  about  half  an  hour  since  to  the  camp  at  Gum  Swamp  and 
informed  the  oflicer  in  command  there  that  they  had  seen  a  brigade 
of  rebels  passing  down  (I  cannot  discover  on  what  road)  on  our  left 
Major  Camp  will  furnish  further  information  as  soon  as  he  can  obtain 
It.  This  news  is  brought  to  me  by  the  quartermaster  of  the  Eighth 
Minnesota,  now  at  Gum  Swamp. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Wise's  Forks,  March  10,  1865—5.20  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer  : 

See  that,  yon  are  well  prepared  as  to  ammunition,  botli  for  cannon 
and  small-arras.  If  you  have  one  day's  rations  send  for  more  ammu- 
nition. It  will  be  up  by  train  to-night.  The  rebels  may,  and  probably 
Avill,  try  us  again  to-morrow.  I  wish  you  had  another  hundred  thou- 
sand rounds.  Pay  the  closest  attention  to  your  picketing  and  push 
scouts  forward  on  the  railroad  so  that  you  shall  know  certainly  if  any 
force  passes  to  your  right  during  the  night  or  in  tlie  morning;  so  also 
as  to  the  Neuse  road.  Eun  no  risk  of  having  that  regiment  cut  off. 
The  force  under  Gouch  we  hope  to  see  to-morrow  and  the  word  now  is  to 
hang  on  with  the  utmost  tenacity,  no  matter  what  odds  is  against  us. 
We  whipped  them  handsomely  to-day,  and  if  they  attack  to-morrow 
they  must  be  served  the  same  way.  Let  your  staff  see  for  themselves 
that  the  picket  and  outpost  duty  is  well  done. 
Yours, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort, 

.  March  10,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding,  Wise^s  Cross- Roads  : 

General:  A  man  in  Kinston,  in  whom  I  trust  implicitly,  has  just 

sent  a  negro  man  to  me,  to  inform  me  that  a  re-enforcement  of  about 

6,000  men  under  General  Lee  (S.  D.,  I  jjresume)  is  to  arrive  at  Kinston 

this  afternoon  or  to-night,  and  that  we  must  be  on  the  lookout  for  them. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Gum  Swamp,  March  10, 1865 — 2.30  p.  in. 
Colonel  Savage: 

You  must  get  scouts  through  to  General  Couch  at  speed,  saying  that 
I  have  been  attacked  to-day  by  Lee's  corps  and  other  troops,  but  have 
repulsed  them.  Still  his  presence  at  the  earliest  moment,  and  by 
forced  marches,  is  very  important.  General  Schofield  is  here,  and 
directs  that  he  take  the  shortest  and  quickest  route  to  this  point  with- 
out regard  to  his  dispatch,  dated  last  evening.  This  word  must  go 
through  to-night  if  horse  flesh  will  carry  it. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General. 


Wise's  Forks,  March  10,  1865. 
General  Couch: 

Move  right  for  this  place  by  the  shortest  route  and  by  a  forced 
march.  Cox  has  been  fighting  heavily  to-day  and  has  repulsed  the 
enemy  so  far. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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SPECIAL  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

C  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

2^0  54  \  Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865. 

*  ■  ■  * 
V  Lieutenant-Colonel  Richardson,  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts, 
having  reported  at  this  point  with  a  portion  of  the  becoud  Division, 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  will  immediately  proceed  to  Morehead  City 
and  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  that  place.  If  that  officer  has 
no  orders  for  him  from  the  department  commander  Colonel  Richardson 
will  communicate  with  General  Schofield  by  telegraph  or  special  mes- 
senger without  delay. 

*  #  *  ■*•  *  #  * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry:       ^^^^    ^    ^^^^^^^ 

3Iajor,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  and  AidedeGamp. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Wilmington, 

jfo.  9.  I  Wibnington,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865. 

I.  The  detachment  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  now 
serving  at  this  post,  will  proceed  at  once  to  Fort  Fisher  and  report  to 
Mil).  F.  W.  Prince,  commanding  post,  for  assignment  to  duty.  The 
quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

II.  Capt.  O.  W.  Beach,  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post  of  Fort  Caswell.  Captain 
Beach  will  also  perform  the  duties  of  provost-marshal  of  the  post. 

III.  Capt.  Morris  F.  Sheppavd,  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post  of  Smithville. 
Captain  Sheppard  will  also  perform  the  duties  of  provost-marshal  of 
the  post. 

IV.  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  Major-General  Schofield, 
commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina,  the  present  garrisons  of 
Fort  Caswell  and  Smithville  are  hereby  relieved  and  will  report  to 
their  proper  commanders  immediately. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Hawley : 

E.  LEWIS  MOORE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Wilmington, 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865. 
Capt.  O.  W.  Beach, 

Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Gom,dg.  Fort  Caswell : 
Sir  :  You  have  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  Fort  Caswell  and 
vicinity,  with  the  powers  also  of  an  assistant  provost-marshal.  The 
brigadier-general  commanding  the  district  wishes  you  to  have  at  least 
150  rifles  in  your  command.  You  will  keep  the  fort  in  as  good  condi- 
tion as  possible  and  defend  it  to  the  last.  Keep  the  public  property  in 
good  order.  Permit  no  civilian  or  outsider  to  enter  except  under  the 
strictest  supervision.  Agree  with  Captain  Sheppard  at  Smithville 
and  Major  Prince  upon  a  series  of  plain  signals  that  shall  signify  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  need  of  assistance,  &c.  You  might  use  guns, 
rockets,  &c.    A  telegraph  line  runs  from  Port  Fisher  to  Wilmington. 
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Cai)tain  Sheppard  will  not  be  expected  to  hazard  the  loss  of  his  com- 
mand by  too  prolonged  a  resistance  against  greatly  superior  forces, 
though  he  will  hold  tlie  place,  if  possible.  Should  he  i)lainly  see  that 
he  must  leave  it  he  will  take  to  the  boats  and  report  to  you  at  Fort 
Caswell.  Make  your  reports  to  headquarters;  the  field  return  daily 
and  the  tri-monthly  on  the  8th,  18th,  and  28th  of  each  month.  Keep 
headquarters  advised  of  anything  new;  a  ])rovost-marshal's  report 
regularly  also.  You  are  authorized  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
keeping  a  full  record  of  each  case  and  reporting.  Receive  such  instruc- 
tions as  the  officer  you  relieve  may  turn  over.  Eei)ort  as  soon  .as  you 
can  the  condition  [in]  which  yon  find  affairs. 

Very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  LEWIS  MOORE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  District  op  Wilmington, 

Wilmington,  JSF.  C,  March  10,  1865. 
Capt.  M.  F.  Sheppabd, 

Sixteenth  Neio  York  Heavy  Arty.,  Gomdg.  Post  at  Smithville : 

Sir  :  You  have  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  Smithville,  charged 
also  with  the  duty  of  assistant  provost-marshal.  Take  good  care  of 
all  public  property.  Put  the  place  in  condition  for  defense.  Do  not 
permit  your  men  to  occupy  houses,  but  make  them  comfortable  in  tents. 
Permit  no  straggling,  and  keep  your  picket  watchful.  If  troubled  at 
all  it  would  be  a  sudden  dash  and  an  attempt  to  surprise  patrol.  If 
you  put  your  defenses  in  good  order  and  i)ost  your  artillery  advan- 
tageously, you  ought  to  be  able  to  repulse  a  much  larger-force.  I  wish 
you  to  have  at  least  150  effective  men.  Agree  with  Captain  Beach  at 
Caswell  and  Major  Prince  at  Fort  Fisher,  upon  a  series  of  plain  signals 
that  shall  signify  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  needed  assistance,  &c. 
You  might  use  guns,  rockets,  &c.  Telegraph  line  runs  from  Fort  Fisher 
to  Wilmington.  I  do  not  expect  you  to  lose  your  command  by  a  resist- 
ance to  the  last  extremity.  Keep  all  the  boats  in  good  order,  and  if 
not  too  heavily  pressed  take  to  them  and  go  to  Caswell,  which  is  to  be 
defended  at  all  hazards.  Have  a  talk  Avitli  the  naval  commander  near 
you.  Secure  captured,  abandoned,  and  confiscated  property.  You  are 
authorized  to  atlminister  the  oath,  keeping  full  records,  and  reporting. 
Make  daily  field  returns,  sending  them  up  as  you  have  opportunity. 
Send  your  tri-monthly  on  the  8th,  18th,  and  28th  of  each  month.  Keep 
but  a  moderate  supply  of  stores  of  any  kind  on  hand. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Hawley: 

E.  LEWIS  MOORE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  10, 1865. 
Major-General  Gillmorb, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C: 
G^NEEAX,:  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  he  directs  me  to  say,  in  reply,  that  matters  of 
trade  in  the  Department  of  the  South  will  be  regulated  by  (General 
Sherman's  Field  Orders,  No.  13,  January  15,  1805,  and  such  other 
instructions  as  he  may  give.  Treasury  Department  permits  to  individ- 
uals are  to  be  regarded  only  so  far  as  the  instructions  of  the  War 
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Department  and  of  Generals  Grant  and  Sherman  allow  or  direct  trade 
under  tliem  to  be  carried  on.  And  the  President  has  directed  that  any 
permit  signed  by  himself  shall  be  considered  in  the  same  light.  In 
other  words,  trade  permits  of  all  kinds  mnst  be  held  subordiuately  to 
military  exigencies,  and  in  no  case  must  be  used  as  a  means  of  furnish- 
ing the  enemy  with  either  funds  or  supplies.  In  regard  to  the  kind  or 
character  of  the  permits  recpiired  by  the  Treasury  Department  for  the 
shioment  of  produce,  &c.,  from  blockaded  ports,  I  am  directed  to  say 
tha't  that  is  a  matter  which  concerns  the  shippers  and  the  'Treasury 
agents. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  W.  HALLEGK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  March  10,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmoee, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 
GENERAL:  A  question  having  arisen  as  to  the  proper  construction 
of  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  13,  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the 
Mississipiji,  in  the  field,  dated  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  15,  I860,  (para- 
graph YI),  it  is  hereby  directed  that  until  further  orders  said  paragraph 
will  be  taken  to  prohibit  any  purchase,  direct  or  indirect,  by  any  other 
])ersonthan  a  XT.  S.  Treasury  agent  of  any  cotton  or  any  claims  thereto. 
This  construction  will  be  enforced  by  the  military  authorities  having 
jurisdiction. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 
By  J.  D.  WEBSTER. 
(In  the  absence  of  the  major-general.) 

[Indorsement.] 

Furnish  without  delay  an  ofiBcial  copy  of  this  order  to  post  and  dis- 
trict commanders  for  their  information  and  guidance. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  GO.  I  Hilton  Read,  S.  C,  March  lOj  1865. 

I.  The  Thirty-fourth  Regiment  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  is  hereby 
assigned  to  duty  in  the  District  of  Florida,  and  will  report  at  once  to 
Brig,  Gen.  E.  P.  Scammon,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  The  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

II.  In  accordance  with  paragraph  VII,  of  Special  Field  Orders,  No. 
13,  dated  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the 
field.  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  15,  1865,  Col.  B.  C.  Tilghman,  Third 
U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  is  hereby  appointed  post  commander  at  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.,  and  Maj.  Henry  Allen  as  post  commander  at  Saint  Augustine, 
Fla.  These  officers  will  proceed  at  once  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of 
their  duties. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Captain  and  As-iistant  Adjutant-General^ 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South 

Charleston,  IS.  C,  March  10,  1865. 
Hod.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  request  instructions  as  to  what  disposition, 
if  any,  shall  be  made  of  property  in  this  city  which  has  been  brought 
m  by  blockade-runners.  It  is  generally  in  second  hands,  although 
there  may  be  some  cases  where  it-is  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  importers. 
I  am  endeavoring,  as  far  as  possible,  to  carry  out  the  same  policy  with 
regard  to  cotton  as  was  adopted  in  Savannah.  There  is,  however,  some 
rosin,  turpentine,  and  tobacco  undoubtedly  brought  here  for  shipment. 
No  instructions  having  been  received  on  the  subject,  I  have  directed 
it  to  be  seized  when  found,  stored  and  held,  subject  to  further  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  op  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  10,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding  Defenses  of  Charleston: 
General:  The  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  will  not  be  longer 
required  for  the  defense  of  the  Neck.  The  brigadier-general  command- 
ing suggests  that  it  be  so  placed  as  to  enable  its  commander  to  visit 
without  much  trouble  all  the  different  companies.  The  general  also 
directs  me  to  inform  you  that  Col.  C.  H.  Van  Wyck's  brigade  will  be 
ordered  to  Mount  Pleasant,  which  will  enable  you  to  withdraw  from  that 
place  the  force  yon  may  have  there. 

I  am,  general,  verj'^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt,  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  10,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cooper, 

107th  New  York  [O/iio]  Volunteers: 
Colonel  :  The  brigadier-general commandingdirects  that  you  embark 
your  regiment  on  the  gun-boat  Sonoma,  which  will  come  up  to  the  dock 
for  them.  You  will  on  arriving  at  Georgetown  report  to  the  commanding 
oflQcer  of  that  place  for  assignment  to  duty.  No  horses  can  be  taken  on 
board  the  gun-boat,  and  it  is  not  thought  advisable  to  ship  any  horses 
to  that  place,  as  there  are  plenty  of  captured  animals  there.  If,  how- 
ever, you  should  desire  to  send  your  horses  up  by  a  transport,  a  written 
application  to  do  so  must  be  sent  in  to  these  headquarters  certifying  that 
all  arc  private  property. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen, 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Cliarlest07i,  S.  C,  March  10,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen  E.  E.  ToTTEK, 

Commanding  Brigade  : 
General:  The  brigadier-general  comuianding  directs  that  tlie  bri- 
gade commanded  by  Ool.  G.  H.  Van  Wyck  be  stationed  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant for  the  present. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 
First  Lieut,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Washington,  J).  C,  March  11,  18(15—11.30  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va. : 
1  have  just  received  a  letter  from  (xeneral  Gillmore  stating  that  he 
had  ordered  two  brigades  of  (Jrover's  command  to  Cape  Fear  River, 
but  that  he  had  transports  for  only  one.*  In  the  meantime  General 
Webster  protests,  as  chief  of  Sherman's  staflf,  against  sending  any  more 
troops  north  until  you  were  again  consulted.  1  do  not  know  by  what 
authority  General  Webster  pretends  to  act  in  this  matt«r  for  General 
Slieiuian  during  his  absence.  General  Gillmore  thinks  that  the  trooi)s 
can  be  spared,  but  says  your  decision  will  probably  reach  him  by  the 
time  he  can  get  transports  for  the  second  brigade.     What  shall  I  say  ? 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  11,  1865 — 8.30  p.  m. 

(Received  10  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington  : 
If  General  Webster  gives  no  better  reason  than  his  simple  protest 
against  the  lemoval  of  troops  north  from  the  Department  of  the  South, 
I  would  have  tlie  order  renewed.  There  is  no  necessity  for  detaining 
one  brigade  until  transports  are  ready  for  the  whole  command  sent. 
Instruct  Gillmore  that  if  Sherman  strikes  the  seacoast  at  any  other 
point  than  Wilmington  before  the  execution  of  this  transfer  of  troops 
there  they  will  join  him  wherever  he  may  be. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieute^iant-General. 


Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  11, 1865. 

(Received  10  a.  m.  14t]i.) 
Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General : 
Dispatch  received  from  General  Sherman.  He  will  be  at  Fayetteville 
on  the  11th ;  all  well.  Have  sent  boat  up  Cape  Fear  River  to  commu- 
nicate with  him,  if  possible.  If  detained  at  Fayetteville  on  account  of 
recent  rains  I  shall  send  him  supplies  by  boat.  You  will  hear  satis- 
factory news  from  him  soon. 

G.  S.  DODGE, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 

*  See  M.irch  6,  p.  709.  ' 
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Special        ^  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Oedebs,  V  In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  W.  C, 

^O.  28.  )  March  11,  1865. 

I.  The  Right  Wing,Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  commanding,  will  cross 
Cape  Fear  River  as  soon  as  possible  and  take  roads  leading  toward 
Faisou's  Station,  on  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad,  but  will  not 
dei)art  from  the  river  until  further  notice. 

II.  The  Left  Wing,  Maj.  Gen.  IT.  W.  Slocum  commanding,  will  hold 
the  town  of  Fayetteville,  and  he  will  lay  his  pontoons  ready  to  cross 
the  river,  but  in  the  meantime  will  destroy  all  railroad  property,  all 
shoi)s,  factories,  tanneries,  &c.,  and  all  mills  save  one  water-mill  of 
sutticient  capacity  to  grind  meal  for  the  people  of  Fayetteville. 

III.  The  cavalry  is  charged  with  destroying  the  railroad  trestles, 
depots,  mills,  and  factories  as  far  up  as  lower  Little  River,  including 
its  bridge,  and  will  be  prepared  to  cross  to  the  east  of  Cape  Fear  River 
during  Monday  night. 

IV.  Bvt.  Col.  O.  M.  Poe  is  charged  with  the  utter  demolition  of  the 
arsenal  building  and  everything  pertaining  to  it,  and  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col. 
T.  G.  Baylor,  chief  ordnance  officer,  is  charged  with  the  destruction  of 
all  ]>owder,  and  ordnance  stores,  including  guns  and  small-arms,  keep- 
ing the  usual  record.    The  time  allowed  will  be  Sunday  and  Monday. 

Y.  All  commanding  officers  having  refugee  families  or  negroes  in 
charge  will  prepare  a  train  with  a  small  guard  to  proceed  to  Wilming- 
ton; after  crossing  South  River  an  officer  will  be  detailed  from  these 
headquarters  to  conduct  them  to  Wilmington.  A  guard  of  100  men  of 
each  wing  composed  of  men  entitled  to  discharge  or  escaped  soldiers  and 
officers  will  be  deemed  a  sufficient  guard. 

VI.  The  army  will  prepare  to  lean  toward  the  northeast  by  Tuesday 
next. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Heabquakters 'Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
On  Little  Boclcfish  Greek,  N.  C,  March  11,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commandinff  Army  and  Department  of  the  Tennessee : 
General:  General  Corse  has  just  come  to  my  headquarters  from 
Rockfish  Creek,  and  represents  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to 
cross  his  trains  without  endangering  his  ammunition  and  hard  bread, 
unless  the  stream  is  bridged,  and  as  it  is  of  considerable  width  and 
depth  and  would  delay  the  column  until  late  in  the  morning  to  attempt 
to  construct  a  bridge,  I  have  ordered  General  Corse  to  put  in  the  three 
])ontoon  boats  now  with  this  column,  connecting  them  with  the  sliore, 
in  order  that  the  three  divisions  with  their  trains  still  on  the  other 
side  of  the  stream  may  cross  over  as  speedily  as  possible.  I  have  the 
honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  my  order  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  section  of  the  pontoon  train.  * 

I  am,  sreneral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  ^  >       ^        1  jQjjj^  ^   LOGAN, 

Major-  General. 


'  Omitted. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
On  Little  Rockfish  Greek,  N.  C,  March  11, 1865. 
[Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke  :] 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  com- 
munication of  this  date  relative  to  the  position  the  several  divisions  of 
my  corps  occupied  last  night,  and  in  reply  thereto  would  respectfully 
inform  you  that  the  First  Division  encamped  two  miles  beyond  Ran- 
dalsville,  on  the  Fayetteville  road,  with  the  Third  Division  in  rear, 
near  Eandalsville.  Two  brigades  of  the  Second  Division,  with  Major- 
General  Hazen's  headquarters,  moved  across  the  creek  near  Bethel 
Church,  the  regiments  being  distributed  along  the  road  corduroying  it 
preparatory  to  to-day's  movement,  encamping  wherever  night  overtook 
them.  General  Hazen's  supply  train  only  succeeded  in  getting  through 
the  swamp  beyond  his  old  headquarters  at  about  8  p.  m.,  going  into 
park  at  Bethel  Church.  General  Hazen's  headquarters  were  moved 
about  one  mile.  The  Fourth  Division  was  in  camp  the  other  side  of 
Eaft  Swamp,  with  strong  working  parties  out  all  night  repairing  the 
road  through  the  swamp,  and  although  General  Hazen's  train  had 
pulled  through,  after  nearly  a  day's  work  in  corduroying.  General 
Corse  had  to  build  three  bridges — one  sixty  feet  in  length — besides 
much  other  work.  General  Woods  broke  camp  at  an  early  hour  this 
morning  and  moved  to  Eockflsh  Creek.  His  road  required  a  great  deal 
of  work,  his  head  of  column  only  reaching  the  creek  at  4.30  this  p.  m. 
General  Hazen  moved  across  Eockflsh  Creek,  and  is  now  going  into 
camp  near  my  headquarters,  about  six  miles  from  town,  having  made 
a  march  of  nineteen  miles.  General  Corse  and  General  Smith  are  in 
camp  near  General  Woods,  on  the  other  side  of  Eockflsh  Creek.  My 
headquarters  last  night  were  near  the  advance  regiments  of  General 
Hazen's  command,  and  are  to-night  with  that  division. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-Oeneral. 
By  MAX.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Signed  in  temporary  absence  of  the  major-general  commanding.) 


Hdqes.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Nelson^s  Post-Office,  N.  C,  March  11,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  respectfully  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  received 
from  the  major-general  commanding,  I  left  camp  at  daylight  this  morning 
moving  across  Eaft  Swamp  on  the  direct  road  to  Fayetteville,  and 
marched  as  far  as  Nelson's  Post-OfBce,  passing  over  an  almost  continu- 
ous swamp  that  required  corduroying  for  the  greater  part  of  the  route. 
1  am  all  in  camp  now,  8  p.  m. ;  have  made  but  eight  miles  since  morning. 
My  headquarters  are  at  the  forks  of  the  road  near  Nelson's  Post-Office 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Oh  Boclcfish  Creek,  N.  C,  March  11, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  "Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  General  Corse  has  been  ordered  to  cross  Eockfish  Creek 
as  soou  as  possible,  and  will  break  camp  early  in  the  morning,  moving 
in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville.    The  general  commandiug  requests 
that  you  follow  him,  well  closed  up. 

I  am,  general,  very  respecttuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  43.  ]         Nelson's  Fost- Office,  N.  C,  March  11,  1865. 

******* 

IT.  The  attention  of  the  general  commanding  has  been  called  to  the 
frequent  robberies  committed  on  the  division  trains  by  soldiers  of  this 
command  that  have  of  late  become  so  prevalent  as  to  demanci  our 
utmost  attention,  aside  from  the  demoralizing  tendency  such  conduct 
must  have.  The  supplies  we  have  must  be  husbanded  with  every 
possible  care,  and  any  inroad  that  may  hereafter  be  made  on  our  trains 
will  receive  the  closest  scrutiny  from  the  officers  in  the  quartermaster's 
and  commissary  departments,  and  soldiers  detected  or  convicted  in 
the  act  of  stealing  supplies  from  the  trains  will  be  promptly  punished 
by  the  general  commanding  with  the  loss  of  six  months'  pay. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods: 

FEED.  H.  WILSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Little  Boclcfish  Creek,  N.  C,  March  11, 1865. 

Ma,).  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marched  at 
7  a.  m.  to-day  toward  Fayetteville,  crossed  Duke's  Branch  and  Eock- 
fish Creek,  and  moved  forward  to  Little  Eockfish  Creek,  where  camped, 
having  marched  twenty  miles.    Casualties,  1  irian  killed,  2  missing. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major -General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Eockfish  Greek,  N.  C,  March  11, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  "W.  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  request  you  to 
move  at  7  o'clock  m  the  morning  on  the  Fayetteville  road,  going  into 
camp  in  the  neighborhood  of  tlie  city. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  J       J       ^  -^^^    WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Hdqes.  Thtkd  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Cokps, 

Nelson's  Post- Office,  JV.  C,  March  11,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  "WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Majoe:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  report  that  the  advance  of  this  division 
moved  from  camp  upon  the  west  side  of  Big  Eaft  Swamp  a;t  10.40  this 
a.  m.  and  marched,  following  the  First  Division,  to  Nelson's  Post- 
OfBce,  a  distance  of  seven  miles  and  a  half,  the  rear  arriving  at  camp 
at  midnight.  The  pioneer  corps  cojduroyed  oOO  yards  of  the  road. 
The  division  is  encamped  upon  both  sides  of  the  main  road  covering 
approaclies  from  the  rear.  Headquarters  upon  the  south  side  of  the 
road  in  rear  of  tlie  First  Brigade.  The  small-pox  train  which  had 
closed  up  to  within  about  500  yards  of  the  command  while  it  was  mov- 
ing out  was  attacked  by  a  squad  of  rebel  cavalry  numbering  ten  or 
twelve.  The  rebels  were  dressed  in  the  Federal  uniform,  and  were 
supposed  to  be  a  portion  of  our  cavalry  until  they  reached  the  ambu- 
lances. They  succeeded  in  getting  away  two  horses.  T  sent  my  escort 
company  in  pursuit,  but  they  having  scattered  in  the  swamp,  it  was 
impossible  to  overtake  them. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Roclcfish  Creek,  N.  C,  March  11,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General:  In  the  movement  on  Fayetteville  to-morrow  morning,  the 
general  commanding  requests  that  you  will  follow  General  Woods' 
division,  well  closed  up. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  liocJcfish  Creek,  N.  C,  March  11,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request 
you  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville  as  far  as  possible,  reaching 
ciiirip  111  the  morning  as  early  as  you  can,  so  that  the  First  and  Third 
Divisions  may  cross  Eockflsh  (3reek  at  a  seasonable  hour. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special       ■)        Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 
*^™^°  Or^^^s,  V  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

JN  o.  40.         )    In  the  Field,  Davis'  Springs,  N.  C,  March  11 ,  1865. 
J.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the 
Second  Brigade  in  advance,  followed  by  the  Third  Brigade,  and  the 
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First  Brigade  iu  rear.  Troops  marching  by  the  side  and  to  the  right 
of  trains  as  heretofore  ordered,  two  regiments  in  advance  of  trains  and 
one  iu  rear.  Trains  iu  tlieir  usual  order.  The  advance  guard  will  be 
instructed  to  relieve  all  guards  stationed  at  occupied  houses  by  its  own 
guards,  to  be  relieved  iu  turn  by  the  division  in  rear  of  this. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Fayetteville,  N.  €.,  March  11, 1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Yan  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Special 
Field  Orders,  No.  59,  from  your  headquarters,  of  this  date.  I  inclose 
a  copy  of  my  order  issued  last  night  on  the  subject  of  foraging.* 
This  order  will  be  strictly  carried  into  effect.  My  division  and  brigade 
commanders  are  alive  to  the  importance  of  checking  the  excesses  here- 
tofore committed.  I  think  that  the  small  number  of  mounted  men 
authorized  by  that  order  is  barely  suflBcient  to  forage  for  the  command. 
They  can  be  easily  restrained.  The  desire  to  be  mounted  will  cause  a 
strict  compliauce  with  the  order,  as  any  disobedience  will  cause  the 
offender  to  be  sent  to  his  place  in  the  line.  I  am  as  much  in  earnest 
as  any  one  to  the  necessity  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  irregularities  and 
excesses  of  foragers,  and  feel  satisfied  that  I  can  do  it.  It  was  imprac- 
ticable to  issue  the  inclosed  order  until  last  night,  and  it  was  not  fully 
published  to  the  command  to-day.  From  this  time  forward  it  will  be 
complied  with.  I  respectfully  ask  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
test  the  efficacy  of  this  order  before  enforcing  your  Special  Field 
Orders,  No.  59.t 

Respectfully, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  11, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  pontoon  will  be  put  down  about  a  mile  below  this 
city.  It  will  be  commenced  about  7  a.  m.  to-morrow.  The  general 
wishes  you  to  have  one  brigade  of  infantry  and  a  battery  of  artillery 
to  cover  the  crossing.  The  road  to  the  point  of  crossing  leaves  this 
road  a  short  distance  iu  rear  of  our  headquarters.  A  small  party  of 
rebels  was  seen  between  you  and  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  The  general 
wishes  you  to  picket  your  rear  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Ad jutatU- General. 


*  See  paragraph  II,  p.  760  ,  tt  ^  r      ,  f.       mno 

t  Reference  is  probably  to  Special  Field  Orders,  No,  56,  paragraph  II,  March  8,  p.  728. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Fayetteville,  21.  C,  March  11,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  you  to  send  one  brigade  and  a  battery  of  artillery  to  cover  the 
crossing  of  the  pontoon  bridge  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow.  The  bridge  will 
be  laid  about  one  mile  below  town.  The  road  to  the  crossing  leaves 
the  main  road  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  department  headquarters. 
Department  headquarters  are  on  the  main  road  just  beyond  the  bridge 
at  the  edge  of  town. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

March  11,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  you  to  take  the  advance  this  morning  at  8  o'clock.    General 
Mower's  train  is  not  yet  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Wilmington  {Fayetteville],  March  11, 1865. 
Capt.  C.  CADLE,  Jr.,  '  ' 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  dozen  mounted  men 
had  left  to  capture  the  steam-boat  before  I  left  camp,  chiefly  the  forag- 
ing party  of  the  Thirtieth  Illinois,  and  having  no  guide  I  was  unable 
to  direct  Lieatenaut  Colonel  Hughes,  and  was  obliged  to  act  without 
his  aid.  Captain  Munson  has  just  sent  word  that  he  is  on  the  boat 
raising  steam,  and  expects  to  bring  it  up  to  Spring  Hill  Lauding,  on 
this  side,  three  miles  below  the  city.  The  party  will  remain  guarding 
It  till  further  orders.  *.  * 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M,  F.  FOECE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 

I  suppose  you  have  seen  a  Raleigh  paper  of  9th  instant,  givine 
account  of  Sheridan's  capture  of  General  Early,  with  most  of  his 
troops  and  all  his  guns  and  train. 

[Indorsement.  | 

Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps 

Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  12,  1865. 
n^^fF^^"^^  forwarded  for  the  information  of  department  head- 

QUaiT  LCI'S. 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Chap.LIX.]  correspondence,  etc. — UNION.  785 

Little  Kockfish,  March  11, 1865 — 6'  a.  m. 
General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

General-in-  Chief : 
General  :  The  advance  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  last  night 
reached  Buckhead  Creek,  where  they  met  the  enemy  in  some  force. 
Baird's  division  is  now  moving  from  this  point.  The  Twentieth  Corps 
is  several  miles  in  rear.  I  shall  soon  learn  Avhether  they  intend  to 
defend  the  place  and  shall  be  in  there  at  9  a.  m.  if  they  do  not.  If 
they  do  defend  I  shall  find  their  lines  and  bring  Williams  up  if  possi- 
ble to-day. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Three  Miles  from  Rockfish  Creel:,  March  11,  1865 — 9.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 
General  :  Your  order  to  send  forward  two  divisions  is  just  received. 
One  division  has  passed  this  point;  the  balance  of  the  corps  is  on  the 
road  coming  up.  1  will  come  up  with  Jackson's  and  Ward's  divisions 
at  once.  We  had  great  difficulty  in  crossing  the  creek,  which  was  very 
much  swollen.  1  had  to  use  material  from  the  pontoon  train. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
One  Mile  from  lioclcfish  Creek,  March  11,  1865. 

Capt.  H.  M.  Whittelsey, 

Acting  Chief  Quartermaster: 
Captain:  Generals  Wai-d  and  Jackson  have  been  ordered  to  push 
forward  to  Fayetteville  Avithout  trains.  General  Geary  has  been 
ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  entire  corps  train.  The  general  directs 
that  you  park  the  train  wherever  you  can  find  a  good  place  until  Geary 
comes  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOYEK, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
One  Mile  from  Fayetteville,  March  11,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore, 

Commanding  Pontoon  Train: 
Colonel  :  The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  report 
with  your  train  to  Major-General  Slocum  at  daylight  in  the  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOYBR, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquaeters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Three  Miles  East  of  Rockfish  Creelc,  March  11,  18fi5—0.30  a.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Gommandinf/  Second  Division : 
General  :  Tbe  brevet  major-general  couimandiiig  directs  that  you 
pnsli  forward  at  once  two  brigades  of  your  counnand  to  cover  tlie  whole 
train,  relieving  all  of  tlie  troops  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  whicli 
are  ordered  forward  unencumbered.  The  general  desires  that  you  will 
take  charge  of  the  whole  train  and  push  it  forward  toward  Fayette- 
ville  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

In  the  Field,  K.  C,  on  Ghiclcen  Road, 
Eleven  Miles  from  Fayetteville,  March  11,  1865. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Daitton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
MA.I0R :  You  will  remsmber  that  I  stated  in  my  last  communication 
from  Solemn  Grove  that  Hardee  was  marching  rapidly  for  Fayetteville, 
but  that  Hampton  and  Wlieeler  were  still  in  rear,  and  that  1  would 
endeavor  to  cut  them  oft'.  The  information  wys  correct.  Hampton, 
however,  was  found  to  be  moving  upon  two  roads — the  Morganton 
road  and  a  road  three  miles  farther  to  tlie  north,  and  parallel  to  it, 
just  south  and  east  of  Solemn  Grove.  1  posted  upon  each  road  a 
brigade  of  cavalry,  and  learning  that  there  was  a  road  still  farther 
north,  u])on  wliich  some  of  the  enemy's  troops  might  move,  I  made  a 
rapid  night  inarch  with  Colonel  Spencei^'s  little  brigade  of  three  regi- 
ments and  400  dismounted  men  and  one  section  of  artillery,  and  took 
post  at  the  jwint  where  the  road  last  mentioned  intersected  the  Mor- 
ganton road.  During  the  forepart  of  the  evening  I-left  General  Atkins 
and  joined  Colonel  Si)encer  with  my  staff  and  actually  rode  through 
one  of  General  Hampton's  divisions  of  cavalry,  which  by  11  o'clock  had 
flanked  General  Atkins  and  was  then  encamped  within  three  miles  of 
Colonel  Spencer.  My  escort  of  fifteen  men  and  one  oflicer  was  captured, 
but  I  escaped  with  my  staff.  General  Atkins  and  Colonel  Jordan  dis- 
covered about  9  o'clock  that,  while  the  euemy  Avas  amusing  them  in 
front,  [he]  was  passing  with  his  main  force  on  a  road  to  his  right. 
These  officers  at  once  pulled  out  and  made  every  effort  to  join  me  before 
daylight  but  failed  to  do  so,  owing  to  the  bad  roads  and  the  almost 
incessant  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  who  was  marching  parallel  to 
]iim,  and  at  some  points  not  a  mile  distant.  Hampton  had  marched 
all  day,  and  rested  his  men  about  three  miles  from  Colonel  Spencer's 
position  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  just  before  daylight  charged 
my  position  with  three  divisions  of  cavalry— Humes',  Allen's,  and  But- 
ler's. Hampton  led  the  center  division— Butler's— and  in  less  than  a 
minute  had  driven  back  my  people,  had  taken  possession  of  my  head- 
quarters, captured  my  artillery,  and  the  whole  (iommand  was  flying 
before  the  most  formidable  cavalry  charge  I  have  ever  witnessed. 
Colonel  Spencer  and  a  large  portion  of  my  staff  were  virtually  taken 
l>risoners.  On  foot  I  succeeded  in  gaining  the  cavalry  camp,  a  few 
hundred  yards  m  rear,  and  found  the  men  fighting  with  the  rebels  for 
tlieir  camp  and  animals,  and  we  were  finally  forced  back  some  500  yards 
larther  to  a  swamp  impassable  to  friend  or  foe. 
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The  enemy,  eager  for  plunder,  failed  to  promptly  follow  us  up.  We 
rallied,  and  at  once  advanced  upon  the  enemy.  We  retook  the  cavalry 
camp,  and,  encouraged  by  our  success,  charged  the  enemy,  who  was 
endeavoring  to  harness  up  my  battery  horses  and  phmderinginy  head- 
quarters. We  retook  the  artillery,  turned  it  upon  the  enemy  about 
my  headquarters,  not  twenty  steps  distant,  and  finally  forced  him  out 
of  my  camp.  We  re  established  our  lines,  and  for  an  hour  and  a  half 
foiled  every  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  retake  it.  At  about  8  o'clock  Gen- 
eral Mitchell,  with  a  brigade  of  infantry,  came  within  supporting  dis- 
tance, having  rapidly  marched  to  my  assistance  across  the  country 
from  the  plank  road.  He  at  once  moved  up  into  position,  and  remained 
with  me  until  1.30  o'clock,  rendering  me  every  assistance  possible. 
The  enemy  did  not,  however,  make  it  necessary  for  the  infantry  to  fire 
a  single  shot,  (leneral  Mitchell  has  my  thanks  and  deserves  great 
credit  for  tlie  rapid  march  over  a  broken  country,  the  soldierly  feeling 
disi)layed,  and  anxiety  to  assist  me.  We  lost  4  ofScers  killed,  15  men, 
and  Gl  severely  wounded,  and  several  others  slightly  wounded,  and  7 
officers  wounded,  and  we  have  lost  in  officers  and  men  about  100.  I  do 
not  think  it  will  exceed  that  number,  and  may  fall  short  of  it.  The 
enemy  left  in  my  camp  upward  of  70  killed,  including  many  officers, 
and  a  large  number  of  wounded.  The  enemy  made  nothing  by  the 
attack,  save  some  25  or  30  valuable  lioises  about  headquarters.  We 
captured  about  30  prisoners  during  the  day  and  about  150  horses  and 
equipments,  which  the  enemy  were  forced  to  abandonin  a  swamp  into 
winch  he  was  driven  by  a  charge  made  by  the  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 
We  lield  the  only  road  upon  which  the  enemy  could  moverto  Fayette- 
ville  Avithout  moving  across  the  country  to  a  road  about  five'imiles  dis- 
tant. I  lind,  however,  a  portion  of  Hampton's  cavalry  passed  during 
the  night  upon  a  road  running  between  my  i)resont  jwsition  and  Little 
Eiver.  The  main  itortioii  of  his  force,  however,  has  not  yet  passed.  I 
am  now  within  two  miles  of  the  road  mentioned,  and  as  soon  as  my 
command  has  fed  will  move  to  intercept  that  ]iortion  which  has  not  yet 
passed.  I  have  written  you  in  detail,  that  you  may  fully  know  all  that 
has  taken  place.  Prisoners  taken  from  Allen's,  Humes',  and  Butler's 
divisions  differ  as  to  the  movements  of  Oheatliam's  command.  Some 
say  that  it  is  moving  uiion  the  railroad,  others  that  it  is  moving  after 
Hardee,  and  will  probably  take  a  road  north  of  Little  Kiver.  The 
information  is  not,  however,  reliable.  We  have  marched  over  the 
worst  roads  I  ever  saw,  and  have  had  scarcely  forage  for  the  i)ast  two 
days,  Hardee  having  taken  nearly  everything  in  the  country.  My 
command  very  much  needs  rest. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brevet  Major -General. 

P.  S.— Colonel  Spencer  informs  me  th'at  it  was  a  charge  made  by 
Captain  Hinds'  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  and  not  Fifth  Kentuclcy  Cav- 
alry, which  drove  the  enemy  into  the  swamp,  resulting  in  the  capture 
of  their  horses  and  animals. 

J.  K. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  11, 1865. 
Gei»eral  KiLPATEiCK,  Commandhuj  Cavalry: 

General,  :  I  have  fust  received  your  report  and  read  it  with  great 
satisfaction.    I  feared  it  was  worse,  as  the  enemy  claims  from  200  to 
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400  prisoners,  which  were  couducted  through  Fayetteville.  You  may 
rest  a  couple  of  days,  and  then  be  ready  to  cross  the  river.  I  think 
there  are  some  of  the  enemy  that  failed  to  escape  across  the  bridge. 
You  might  send  a  strong  tioraging  party  up  to  the  Little  River  bridge 
and  burn  the  railroad  bridge.  The  enemy  have  sent  a  good  deal  of 
ordnance  up  toward  the  coal  mines  on  the  railroad.  I  would  like  to 
have  it  and  the  cars  and  locomotives  destroyed,  but  can  hardly  spare 
time.  We- will  lay  the  pontoons  to-morrow  and  cross  Monday.  I  am 
at  the  arsenal.  I  did  not  get  a  dispatch  from  you  at  Solemn  Grove. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Wise's  Forks,  March  11, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen,  G.  W.  Schofield  : 

The  rebels  seem  satisfied  with  their  pounding  yesterday,  and  have 
disappeared,  leaving  their  intrenching  tools  as  well  as  their  dead  upon 
the  field.  It  will  take  till  afternoon  to  getup.  I  shall  notmove  to-day. 
Let  the  Morehead  garrison  return,  and  ask  Colonel  Wright  to  push  for- 
ward the  railroad.  Try  to  ascertain  what  has  become  of  the  pontoons 
and  order  them  up. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqks.  Dept.  of  i^^oETH  Cakolina,  Abmy  of  the  Ohio, 

Xew  Berne,  N.  C,  March  11,  1865. 
J.  B.  Yan  Dyne, 

Superintendent  Military  Eailroads,  Ncic  Berne,  N.  G.  : 
Sir:  The  troops  brought  up  from  Morehead  City  will  be  returned  to 
that  place  as  soon  as  you  can  conveniently  furnish  the  trains.    Please 
inform  me  at  what  hour,  this  p.  m.  or  to-morrow  a.  m.,  you  can  furnish 
the  first  train,  and  what  number  of  men  can  be  taken  on  the  same. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


,  ,^  ^  New  Berne,  March  ll,  1865. 

Colonel  McChesnet, 

Morehead  City : 

The  troops  sent  by  you  last  night  and  this  morning  will  be  returned 
to-day  or  to-morrow.    No  more  need  come. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  li,  1865. 
Major-General  Cox, 

Wise''s  Forks  : 
.  Ji'f  pontoons  have  arrived  at  Morehead,  aTid  will  be  sent  up  on  the 
cars  to-morrow.    I  have  arranged  to  send  supplies  up  by  boat  to  Kins 
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ton,  if  it  prove  practicable  to  reach  that  point.  Give  me  the  first  infor- 
mation of  tlie  naval  expedition;  also  of  the  reconnaissance  sent  toward 
Kiustou  to-day.  Have  good  bridges  built  over  Southwest  Creek,  and 
tlje  troops  supplied  as  far  as  practicable  to-morrow. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  District  of.  Beaufort, 

Wine's  Forks,  March  11,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  C.  Khind, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naral  Forces: 
Your  dispatch  came  yesterday  as  we  were  in  the  midst  of  a  battle. 
1  ordered  a  party  of  cavali  y  to  patrol  the  river  and  endeavor  to  open 
commuuicatiou  with  the  vessels  coming  up,  but  was  unable  to  send 
any  considerable  force  away.  The  enemy,  consisting  of  S.  1).  Lee's  and 
Stewart's  corps  of  Hood's  old  army  and  HoKe's  division,  attacked  my 
left  Hank  yesterday  at  1 1..'50  a.  m.  I  repulsed  them  after  a  sharp  fight, 
in  which  Hoke's  division  was  routed  and  ho  is  reported  killed.  A  sec- 
ond attack  was  made  about  1.30  p.  m.  (m  my  left  center,  and  Lee's  and 
Stewart's  men  were  there  also  repulsed.  The  enemy  was  severely  pun- 
ished, and  has  during  the  night  evacuated  his  lines  in  my  front  and 
fallen  back  toward  Kiuston.  We  have  between  200  and  300  prisoners. 
General  Schofield  was  here  in  person  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
engagement. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  District  op  Beaufort, 

In  the  Field,  March  11,  1865 — 9  a.  m. 

Major  General  Cox: 

The  enemy  has  evacuated  his  lines  on  Southwest  Creek,  in  front  of 
the  right,  on  the  line  of  the  railroad,  as  I  presume  he  has  on  the  whole 
line.    An  ofticer  sent  from  here  has  been  inside  of  the  works. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

L  K  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort, 

British  Road,  March  11,  1865. 

General  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding : 
General  :  A  sergeant  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  has  just  reported  to 
me  that  he  has  been  as  far  across  the  creek  as  John  Jackson's  house, 
iibout  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  Jackson  says  the  enemy  have  gone 
toward  Goldsborough  as  fast  as  possible.  The  fire  in  front  is  the  burn- 
ing of  tlie  ram  Neuse  and  the  bridges,  I  presume. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

^  I.  K.  PALMER, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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March  11, 1865. 

Mrs.  I.  N.  Palmer, 

New  Berne  : 
All  right  up  here.    The  rebels  are  off  for  Goldsborough.    The  ram  is 

^"™^"^-  I.  N.  PALMER, 

Brigadier-  General 


Newport,  N.  C,  Marck  11,  1865. 
AssT.  Adjt.  Gen.  to  Majoe-General  Schopield: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  having  just  arrived  here  (without  having 
communicated  with  General  Couch),  bringing  two  rebel  soldiers. 
Bridge  across  White  Oak  without  a  post  or  stringer  left,  and  no  fording. 
Will  report  in  person  on  first  train  unless  otherwise  directed. 

EMORY  CUMMINGS, 
Captain   Company  A,  Twenty-third  Netv  York  Cavalry. 


Wilmington,  March  11,  1865. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

Your  dispatch  of  8th  received.  The  rebels  have  obstructed  the  river 
near  Elizabethtown.  1  shall  send  up  a  steamer  this  afternoon  to  try 
and  get  the  obstructions  out.  I  shall  also  send  all  my  cavalry,  total 
300,  up  the  right  bank  of  the  river  to  open  the  road  as  far  as  possible. 
General  Sehofield  is  between  New  Berne  and  Goldsborough.  He  has 
with  him  the  whole  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  and  Palmer's  and 
I\leagher's  commands.  1  have  here  about  9,000  infantry  and  two  bat- 
teries, besides  necessary  garrisons. 

TERRY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  11,  1865. 
iliijor-General  Terry, 

Wilmington : 
I  have  just  received  your  dispatch  of  the  7tli.  We  entered  Fayette- 
ville to-day,  Hardee  retreating  eastward  with  20,000  men  and  burning 
The  bridge  across  Cape  P'ear  River.  We  will  cross  the  river  to-morrow 
and  start  for  Goldsborough  on  Tuesday.  You  can  calculate  the  time 
of  my  arrival  by  the  weatlier.  I  will  strike  the  Wilmington  railroad 
about  Faison's.  We  are  all  well  and  have  destroyed  a  vast  amount  of 
stores  and  done  the  enemy  irreparable  damage.  I  will  destroy  the 
arsenal  utterly.  I  Avant  everything  concentrated  at  or  as  near  Golds- 
borough ao  possible,  with  the  railroad  finished  as  near  as  possible.  We 
have  a  large  number  of  negroes  and  refugees  that  I  may  send  to  Wil- 
mington. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

J»  the  Field,  Fayettcrille,  F.  C,  March  11, 1865. 
General  Terry,  ' 

Wilmington: 
I  may  send  a  train  of  wagons  down  Cape  Fear  River  to  convey  refu- 
gees and  negroes  that  have  followed  my  army  from  South  Carolina. 
Please  ask  Admiral  Porter  to  have  some  girn-boats  feel  up  Cape  Fear 
Ki  ver  as  high  as  Elizabeth  City,  or,  at  all  events,  as  liigh  up  as  the  wreck 
ot  the  Chickamauga,  at  Indian  Wells.  The  rebels  burned  their  steam- 
boats here. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  11,  1865—7.30  -p.  m. 

(Keceived  18th.) 
JIajor-Gcneral  Terry, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 
To-day  we  have  added  Fayetteville  to  the  list  of  cities  that  have 
fallen  into  our  hands.  Hardee,  said  to  have  20,(»00  men,  withdrew 
iicioss  the  river  yesterday  and  last  niglit;  he  is  reported  en  route  for 
Haleigh.  The  rebels  skirmished  in  the  town,  and  tired  artillery  upon 
tlie  houses  occupied  by  women  and  children.  They  burned  the  bridge 
at  this  place,  and  removed  all  the  public  stores  up  the  railroad  that 
they  could.  General  Sherman  is  here,  well.  Many  men  are  wanting 
shoes  and  clothing,  yet  the  army  never  was  in  better  spirits.  Expect 
us  at  Goldsborough  by  the  20th  instant. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-Oeneral. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Wilmington,  If.  C,  March  11,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  Worth  Carolina: 
General:  I  have  just  received  the  inclosed  iispatch  from  General 
Sherman.*  The  scout  who  brought  it  gives  me  the  verbal  message  that 
the  general  has  a  large  number  of  refugees,  white  aud  black,  with  him, 
and  that  he  desires  to  have  boats  sent  up  to  bring  them  here.  I  will 
make  every  effort  to  comply  with  General  Sherman's  wishes  in  this 
respect,  but  I  think  it  doubtful  whether  I  can  succeed  in  doing  so. 
The  Eolus  was  able  to  penetrate  only  twenty-five  miles  above  the  town, 
and  ascertained  that  a  short  distance  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  Black 
River  there  are  obstructions,  consisting  of  the  wreck  of  the  Chicka- 
mauga, piles,  and  a  chain.  I  have  also  learned  this  morning  that  the 
enemy  have  a  large  number  of  negroes  felling  trees  into  the  stream 
near  Elizabethtown.  1  shall  send  a  tug  up  the  river  this  morning  with 
a  strong  party  on  board  to  examine,  and,  if  possible,  to  remove,  the 
obstructions,  and  I  intend  to  send  400  of  the  Tliirteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  up  the  right  bank  this  afternoon,  with  instructions  to  pene- 
trate as  far  as  Elizabethtown,  if  possible,  and  drive  ott'  the  pprties 
engaged  in  obstructing  the  river.  All  is  quiet  in  this  vicinity. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 

Major- General. 


*  See  Slicnnan  to  Commaudiug  OlHcer  at  Wilmingtou,  8th,  p.  735. 
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Headquakters  Department  of  the  South 

Hilton  Head,  S.  €.,  March  11, 1865. 

Maior-General  Sherman: 

Tliere  are  about  7,000  men  here  belonging  to  your  army  that  I  wish 
to  forward  to  North  Carolina  as  soon  as  possible,  bnt  1  am  not  able  to 
commence  yet  for  the  reasons  that  my  transports  are  all  engaged  mov- 
ing a  part  of  my  own  command  to  Wilmington,  by  order  of  Lieutenant 
General  Grant,  and  I  am  greatly  in  want  of  coal  for  the  steamers  thus 
engaged.  I  have  thus  far  been  able  to  keep  going  by  borrowing  from 
the  navy,  but  don't  expect  to  get  much  more  from  that  source.  Ihe 
first  steamer  that  goes  from  this  place  to  New  York  or  Fort  Monroe 
will  carry  an  application  for  some  transports  for  this  purpose.  1  nave 
requested  General  Schofield  to  send  both  steamers  and  coal  it  he  can 
do  so.    1  expect  to  send  from  my  own  command  over  4,000  of  my  best 

^^"^^^^^''P^-  Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  35.  \  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  11,  1865. 

First  Lieut.  E.  N.  K.  Talcott,  First  Regiment  New  York  Volunteer 
Engineers,  is  hereby  announced  as  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the 
major-general  commanding,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accord- 
ingly. 
By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  G.,  March  11,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Gomdg.  Northern  District,  Bept.  of  the  South,  Charleston,  8.  C.  : 
General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  majior-general  ccmmanding  to 
direct  that  you  put  all  the  troops  you  can  of  the  brigade  ordered  to 
Savannah,  on  board  the  steamer  W.  W.  Coit,  and  that  you  continue  to 
send  said  troops  by  every  opportunity  until  the  entire  brigade  has 
been  sent. 

Very  resj)ectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  11,  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Hartwell: 

General:  The  brigadier  general  commanding  directs  that  you 
encamp  your  command  at  the  intrenchments  on  the  Neck,  relieving  the 
Fifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  now  there.  Pickets  will  be  kept  to 
the  front  a  sufficient  distance  to  prevent  a  surprise.  Guards  will  be 
posted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  persons  leaving  our  lines  without 
passes  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  district  commander.  Contrabands 
and  refugees  will  be  admitted  within  the  lines.    Persons  desiring  to 
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enter  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  will  also  be  allowed  to  enter,  but 
i.oi  pass  ont  without  a  written  pass.  Patrols  under  command  of  com- 
missioned officers  will  be  sent  out  daily  to  apprehend  stragglers  and 
prevent  marauding.  One  company  will  accompany  the  railroad  train 
each  day  to  Summerville.  The  officer  in  command  of  this  company 
will  have  orders  to  be  particularly  careful  that  his  men  do  not  molest 
the  citizens.  Such  details  as  are  called  for  by  the  chief  engineer  for 
work  on  the  intrenchments  will  be  furnished. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONAKD  B.  PEERY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  12, 186:')— i  p.  m. 
^  (Keceived  1.35  p,  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington : 
There  is  no  doubt  but  some  prisoners  were  captured  from  Cox  or 
Palmer  near  Kinston.  Colonel  Mulford  has  been  notified  that  they 
haA'e  been  ordered  to  Richmond  to  be  immediately  exchanged.  I  do 
not  want  them  furloughed.  Tliey  should  be  kept  at  Annapolis  or  Point 
Lookout  until  declared  exchanged.  I  do  not  suppose  it  to  have  been  a 
defeat  but  a  severe  tight  with  our  advance  upon  Kinston,  in  which  we 
have  lost  some  prisoners.  On  Thursday  morning  before  daylight  Kil- 
patrick  was  surprised  near  Cheraw,  with  a  loss  of  camp  equipage,  1(»0 
or  200  men,  and  a  large  number  of  rebel  prisoners,  previously  captured 
by  him.  This  is  a  rebel  account.  No  paper  was  published  in  Rich- 
mond yesterday  or  to  day. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  iV.  C,  Sunday,  March  12, 1865. 

(Received  16th.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 
Dear  Sir:  I  know  you  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  my  army  has 
reached  this  point  and  have  opened  communication  with  Wilmington. 
A  tug-boat  came  up  this  morning,  and  will  start  back  at  G  p.  m.  I  have 
written  to  General  Grant  a  letter,  the  substance  of  which  he  will  doubt- 
less communicate,  and  it  must  suffice  for  me  to  tell  you  what  I  know 
will  give  you  pleasure,  that  I  have  done  all  I  proposed  and  the  fruits 
seem  to  me  ample  for  the  time  employed.  Charleston,  (Georgetown, 
and  Wilmington  are  incidents,  whilst  the  utter  demolition  of  tlie  rail- 
road system  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  utter  destruction  of  the  enemy's 
arsenals  at  Columbia,  Cheraw,  and  Fayetteville  are  the  principles  of 
the  movement.  These  points  were  regarded  as  inaccessible  to  us,  and 
now  no  place  in  the  Confederacy  is  safe  against  the  Army  of  the  West. 
Let  Lee  hold  on  to  Richmond  and  we  will  destroy  his  country,  and  then 
of  what  use  is  Richmond'?  lie  must  come  out  and  fight  us  on  open 
ground,  and  for  that  we  must  ever  be  ready.  Let  him  stick  behind  his 
parapets  and  he  will  perish.  I  remember  avcII  what  you  asked  of  me, 
and  think  I  am  on  the  right  road,  though  a  long  one.  My  army  is  as 
united  and  cheerful  as  ever,  and  as  full  of  confidence  in  themselves  and 


794  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.     .  [Chap.  LIX. 

tlieir  leaders  as  ever.  Jt  is  utterly  impossible  for  n.e  to  ennmerate 
what  we  have  (lone,  but  I  inclose  a  slip  just  handed  me,  which  is  but 
partial.  At  Columbia  and  Cheraw  we  destroyed  nearly  all  the  gun- 
powder and  cartridges  the  Confederacy  had  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
This  arsenal  is  in  tine  order  and  much  enlarged.  I  cannot  leave  a 
detachment  to  hold  it,  and,  therefore,  shall  burn  it-b  ow  it  up  with  gun- 
iiowder,  and  then  with  rams  knock  down  its  walls.  I  take  it  lor 
granted  the  United  States  will  never  again  trust  Carolina  with  an 
arsenal  to  appropriate  at  her  pleasure. 

Hoping  that  good  fortune  may  still  attend  my  army,  I  remain,  your 

®®'"^^'^*'  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Memoranda. 

Fatetteville,  N.  C,  March  12,  1865. 
Forty-three  guns  at  Columbia,  25  guns  at  Cheraw,  17  guns  at  Fayette- 
ville,  total,  85,  of  which  four-fifths  were  field  guns,  and  all  were  service^ 
able;  50  field  and  siege  gun  carriages,  30  caissons,  5  battery  wagons,  3 
traveling  forges. 
Memorandum  of  General  Barry,  chief  of  artillery. 

SHERMAN. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N'.  C,  March  12,  1865. 

(Eeceived  16th). 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Army,  City  Point: 
Dear  General:  We  reached  this  place  yesterday  at  noon,  Hardee, 
as  usual,  retreating  across  the  Cape  Fear,  burning  his  bridge;  but  our 
pontoons  will  be  up  to  day,  and  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  I  will 
be  after  him  toward  Goldsborough.  A  tug  has  just  come  up  from 
Wilmington,  and  before  I  get  oft'  from  here  I  hope  to  get  up  from 
Wilmington  some  shoes  and  stockings,  some  sugar,  coftee,  and  flour. 
We  are  abundantly  supplied  with  all  else,  having  in  a  measure  lived 
oft'  the  country.  The  army  Is  in  splendid  health,  condition,  and  spirit, 
although  we  have  had  foul  weather  and  roads  that  would  have  stopped 
travel  to  almost  any  other  body  of  men  I  ever  read  of.  Our  march 
was  substantially  what  I  designed — straight  on  Columbia,  feigning  on 
Brauchville  and  Augusta.  We  destroyed  iu  passing  the  railroad  from 
the  Edisto  nearly  up  to  Aiken.  Again  from  Orangeburg  to  the  Con- 
garee.  Again  from  Columbia  down  to  Kingsville  and  the  Wateree, 
and  up  toward  Charlotte  as  far  as  the  Chester  line.  Thence  I  turned 
east  on  Cheraw  and  thence  to  Fayetteville.  At  Columbia  we  destroyed 
immense  arsenals  and  railroad  establishments,  among  which  were 
forty-three  cannon.  At  Cheraw  we  found  also  machinery  and  material 
of  war  from  Charleston,  among  which  25  guns  and  3,600  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  and  here  we  find  about  twenty  guns  and  a  magnificent  U.  S. 
arsenal.  We  cannot  aff'ord  to  leave  detachments,  and  I  shall,  therefore, 
destroy  this  valuable  arsenal,  for  the  enemy  shall  not  have  its  use, 
and  the  United  States  should  never  again  confide  such  valuable  prop- 
erty to  a  people  who  have  betrayed  a  trust.  I  could  leave  here 
to-morrow,  but  want  to  clean  my  columns  of  the  vast  crowd  of  refugees 
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and  negroes  that  encumber  me.  Some  I  will  send  down  tbe  river  in 
boats,  and  the  balance  will  send  to  Wilmington  by  land  under  small 
escort  as  soon  as  we  are  across  Cape  Fear  Eiver.  I  hope  you  have  not 
been  uneasy  about  us,  and  that  the  fruits  of  this  march  will  be  appre- 
ciated. It  had  to  be  made,  not  only  to  secure  the  valuable  depots  by 
the  way,  but  its  incidents  in  tbe  necessary  fall  of  Charleston,  George- 
town, and  Wilmington.  If  I  can  now  add  Goldsborough  without  too 
much  cost,  I  will  be  in  position  to  aid  you  materially  in  the  spring 
campaign.  Joe  Johnston  may  try  to  interpose  between  me  here  and 
Schofleld  about  New  Berne,  but  I  think  he  will  not  try  that,  but  con- 
centrate his  scattered  armies  at  Ealeigh,  and  I  will  go  straight  at  him 
as  soon  as  I  get  my  men  reclothed  and  our  wagons  reloaded.  Keep 
everybody  busy  and  let  Stoneman  push  toward  Greensborough  or 
Charlotte  from  Knoxville.  Even  a  feint  in  that  quarter  will  be  most 
important.  The  railroad  from  Charlotte  to  Danville  is  all  that  is  left 
to  the  enemy,  and  it  won't  do  for  me  to  go  there  on  account  of  the 
'Ted  clay"  hills,  that  are  impassable  to  wheels  in  wet  weather.  I 
expect  to  make  a  junction  with  General  Schofleld  in  ten  days. 
Yours,  truly, 

W,  T.  SHBEMAN, 

Major-  General, 

Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Sunday,  March  12, 1865. 
Generals  Easton  and  Beckwith,  or  either. 

At  Wilmington: 
Gentlemen:  We  need  very  much  shoes,  stockings,  drawers,  and 
pants;  also  flour,  bread,  sugar,  and  coffee;  all  else  we  have  iu  abun- 
dance. I  cannot  attbrd  to  stay  here  longer  than  Wednesday.  The 
river  is  now  high,  and  if  you,  or  either  of  you,  are  in  Wilmington,  send 
from  there  what  you  can  of  such  articles  as  I  have  mentioned,  to  the 
capacity  of  the  boats  you  have  at  disposal. 

Do  not  draw  from  New  Berne,  but  collect  there  the  great  depot, 
especially  of  forage  and  clothing.  My  command  will  need  an  entire 
equipment  of  clothing.  We  have  been  in  water  half  the  time  since 
leaving  Savannah,  and  consequently  the  clothing  is  worn  out.  We 
have  not  lost  a  wagon,  and  our  animals  are  in  good  condition;  but  I 
take  it  for  granted  we  shall  find  little  or  no  forage  about  Goldsborough. 
The  moment  you  hear  I  am  approaching  Goldsborough  forward  to  meet 
me  clothing  and  bread,  sugar  and  coffee,  and  empty  wagons  will  meet 
them.  We  have  made  a  hard  and  extraordinary  march  and  achieved 
all  I  could  expect.  We  are  in  good  health  and  fighting  condition. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Special         )  Hdqks.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C, 

No.  29.  )  March  12,  1865. 

I.  The  general  commanding  takes  i)leasure  in  announcing  to  the 
army  that  he  is  now  in  communication  with  Wilmington,  a  steam-tug 
having  arrived.  He  will  dispatch  her  with  mail  at  6  p.  m.  to-day,  and 
have  some  essential  supplies  brought  up,  but  we  have  another  march 
to  make  before  reaching  our  true  destination. 
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II.  Lieut.  S.  H.  M.  Byers,  Fifth  Iowa  lufautry,  escaped  prisoner,  is 
detailed  as  bearer  of  dispatches,  and  will  jaoceed  in  tbe  tug-boat  now 
at  the  bridge  to  Wilmington  and  deliver  his  dispatches,  thence  to 
General  Grant,  at  City  Point,  and  thence  to  Washington  City,  to  report 
to  tlie  Couimissary-General  of  Prisoners  for  instructions. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Geu.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  A djutatit-  General. 


Special        )        Hbadqttakterh  Depaktment  and 
Field  Ordeks,  V  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  59.  )  Fayetteville,  W.  C,  March  13, 1865. 

In  order  to  comply  with  tbe  instructions  contained  in  Special  Field 
Orders,  No.  28,  from  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Miij.  Geu.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will 
cross  Cape  Fear  Kiver  to-morrow  with  all  troops  and  trains,  and  mov- 
ing out  not  more  than  two  miles,  take  position  with  the  left  on  Lock's 
Creek,  and  be  ready  to  move  forward  via  Beaman's  Cross-Eoads.  The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  and  its  crossing  being  completed 
on  Tuesday,  the  14th  instant,  and  take  ])0.sition  on  the  right  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth Army  Corps,  ready  to  move  forward  via  Owensville.  These 
headquarters  will  move  at  9  a.  m.  to-morrow,  and  be  established  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river. 

******  » 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  12,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  respectfully  report  that  I  left  camp  at  daylight  this  morn- 
ing, and  moved  out  on  the  Fayetteville  road,  striking  the  Fourth 
Division  of  the  corps  at  the  crossing  over  Little  Eockflsh  Creek. 
Halting  here  until  12  m.,  I  obtained  possession  of  the  road  and  at 
once  resumed  my  march,  via  Little  Eocktish,  to  a  point  on  the  main 
road  within  three  miles  of  Fayetteville.  1  here  encamped  my  division 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  facing  toward  the  rear,  connecting  my  right  on 
the  road  with  the  Third  Division.  My  headquarters  are  near  the  road, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  rear  of  my  line. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  12,  18C5. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  vou 
to  send  two  regiments,  undercommandof  an  eflBcient  officer,  across  the 
pontoou  bridge  over  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver  at  3  a.  m.  to-morrow      The 
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officer  ill  commaud,  on  crossing,  will  leave  a  strong  guara  at  tlie  bridge 
on  the  north  bank,  and  prevent  any  members  of  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps  from  crossing  until  the  corps  commences  to  cross.  With  the  rest 
of  his  command  he  will  move  into  the  conntry  and  forage  meal,  corn, 
meat,  and  potatoes  for  the  corps,  depositing  the  same  in  his  camp  until 
the  corps  shall  have  crossed. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHIJLL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Hdqks.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  12,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhtjll, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marched  at  7 
a.  m. ;  crossed  Little  Eockfish  Creek  near  camp,  and  moved  forward  to 
Fayetteville.    Camped  one  mile  southeast  of  the  city,  having  marched 
six  miles.    Casualties,  1  officer  and  6  men  captured,  1  man  killed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZBN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Wear  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  12,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  advance  of  this  com- 
mand moved  from  camp  at  9  o'clock  this  a.  m.,  and  marched,  following 
the  First  Division,  via  liockflsh  Factory,  to  within  two  miles  of  Fay- 
etteville; a  distance  of  thirteen  miles.  The  division  is  encamped  in 
line  upon  the  west  side  of  the  main  road,  fronting  southwest.  Head- 
quarters are  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade  and  about  500  yards  from 
main  road. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  yotir  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  64.  )  Fayetteville,  Hi.  C,  March  12,  1865. 

The  command  will  move  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  to-morrow, 
on  the  lower  pontoon  bridge. 

The  ITinth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  commence  crossing  at  7 
a.  m.,  and  will  move  forward  about  three  miles  on  the  road  to  Beaman's 
Cross-Eoads. 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  com- 
mence crossing  at  8  a.  m. 

The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
follow  the  First  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  10  o'clock. 

The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  12  o'clock. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  OADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


798  OPEEATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.       [Chap.  LIX. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps 

No.  58.  1  Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Slarch  12,  1865. 

This  commaiKl  ^vill  cross  tlie  Cape  Fear  River  to-morrow,  following 
Fourth  Division,  at  12  m.  The  First  Brigade  Col  C.Fairchild  com - 
mamling,  will  have  the  advance.  The  Fitteenth  Ohio  Battery,  Lieut. 
L  Bailev  commanding,  will  follow  the  First  Brigade.  The  Second  Bri- 
eade  Col  G  F.  Wiles  commanding,  will  follow  the  battery,  except  one 
reo-iment  as  rear  guard.  The  trains  will  follow  the  troops  in  their  usual 
order  Every  man  is  expected  to  be  in  his  place  to-morrow  without 
either  a  bummer  or  a  straggler  to  disgrace  the  command.  In  marching 
throngh  the  city  the  ranks  will  be  kept  well  dressed,  and  the  bands 
will  play. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force:  ^   ^    DOUGLASS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  S.  C,  March  12, 1865. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding,  cfcc. : 
General:  Your  report  of  subsistence  on  hand  is  received.  The 
general-in-chief  directs  me  to  say  that  in  all  probability  we  will  remain 
here  to  include  Wednesday,  and  if  possible  will  get  such  essential 
stores  as  are  required.  He  is  anxious  that  yon  should  secure  the 
steamers  on  the  river  above  us,  and  will  give  you  the  exclusive  use  of 
them  as  you  may  wish. 

I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  op  Georgia, 

No.  26.  ]  Fayetteville,  W.  C,  March  12,  1865. 

I.  General  Baird,  commanding  city  of  Fayetteville,  will  proceed  to 
destroy  all  railroad  property,  all  shops,  factories,  and  tanneries.  All 
mills  will  be  used  by  our  army,  but  just  before  evacuating  the  city 
General  Baird  will  see  all  grinding  mills  destroyed,  excejjt  one  run  by 
water  power,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  gruid  meal  for  the  citizens  of  the 
town. 

IT.  Corps  commanders  will  see  that  all  refugees  and  negroes  not  use- 
ful ill  the  army  are  sent  to  Wilmington.  Each  cori)s  commander  will 
detail  fifty  men,  as  guard,  favoring  escaped  soldiers,  or  those  entitled 
to  discharge.  An  officer  from  army  headquarters  will  conduct  them  to 
Wilmington. 

III.  The  pontoon  bridge  will  at  once  be  thrown  across  the  river  under 
charg-e  of  General  Davis,  commanding  Fourteenth  Corps,  who,  as  soon 
as  it  is  attained,  will  cross  all  his  command  except  Baird's  division. 

IV.  The  Twentieth  Corps  will  follow  General  Baird's  division,  camp- 
ing on  the  opposite  side. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H,  W.  Slocum : 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  12,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  0.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  has  just  been  informed 
by  an  officer  of  the  pontoon  tram,  tliat  the  bridge  is  completed  and  the 
men  are  now  working  on  the  approach  on  the  other  side,  which  he 
thought  would  be  finished  in  one  hour  from  the  time  he  left.  General 
Slocum  wishes  your  troops  marched  through  the  town  separate  from 
wagons. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHEET, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

Fayetteville,  W.  C,  March  12, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Jef.  C,  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  Twentieth 
Corps  will  follow  General  Carlin's  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps 
across  the  river.    General  Baird's  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps 
will  remain  on  duty  in  the  town  until  it  is  evacuated. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  G.  TEACY, 
Captain  and  Aide- de- Camp. 


Xew  Berne,  IST.  C,  March  12,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va. : 
I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  dispatch  in  cipher  from  General  Sher- 
man, giving  most  gratifying  infoimation  of  his  progress.*  General 
Terry  and  General  Dodge,  at  Wilmington,  are  endeavoring  to  carry 
out  General  Sherman's  wishes  there,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  fulfill  his 
expectations  here.  In  the  battle  of  the  10th,  near  Southwest  Creek, 
Bragg  was  fairly  beaten.  During  the  night  he  retreated  across  the 
Neuse  at  Kinston.  He  now  holds  the  north  bank  of  the  river  at  that 
point. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Sunday,  March  12, 1865. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  at  New  Berne,  If.  G. : 

General:  We  reached  here  yesterday  and  will  be  delayed  until 
Tuesday  or  Wednesday  putting  down  pontoons.  I  will  destroy  utterly 
the  arsenal  and  other  public  property,  and  1  hope  to  get  up  some 
shoes  and  small  stores  from  Wilmington  before  we  leave.    I  will  tlien 

'  See  Sherman  to  Couiraaiidiiig  Officer  at  Wilmington,  8th,  i>.  735. 
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marcli  in  compact  order  straight  for  the  bridge  across  Neuse  River, 
south  of  Goldsborough.  I  expect  to  make  junction  with  you  there- 
abouts. If  I  dou't  find  you  there  I  will  feel  toward  Kinston  and  New 
Berne.  I  will  need  clothing  and  provisions.  We  have  gathered  plenty 
of  cattle  and  bacon  and  a  good  deal  of  corn  meal  and  molasses.  We 
have  also  found  plenty  of  corn  and  fodder,  and  my  animals  are  all  in 
good  order.  I  will  have  trains  enough  for  you.  T  have  plenty  of 
wagons  and  mules  for  100,000  men,  so  you  need  not  bring  any  from  the 
North.  On  making  junction  with  you,  I  want  you  to  make  your  com- 
mand 25,000,  and  will  call  it  the  Center,  thus  restoring  our  old  Atlanta 
organization.  Go  on  repairing  the  railroad  toward  Goldsborough,  and 
let  Terry  repair  the  Wilmington  road  northward  as  far  as  he  can,  and 
if  possible  to  the  Neuse.  I  will  get  the  navy  to  patrol  Cape  Fear 
Elver  so  as  to  make  the  Wilmington  and  Goldsborough  road  safe. 
You  must  judge  as  to  the  mode  and  manner  of  covering  the  railroad 
from  Goldsborough  to  New  Berne.  I  iiave  ordered  General  Foster  to 
diminish  his  garrisons  of  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  Wilmington  to 
the  minimum  and  re-enfoi'ce  the  movement  from  New  Berne  on  Golds- 
borough. I  really  do  not  know  if  any  change  has  been  made  in  the 
command  on  the  seaboard,  but  whether  you  or  Foster  command  I  want 
the  foregoing  policy  to  be  adopted.  If  I  find  that  holding  Savannah, 
Charleston,  and  Wilmington  will  cost  us  too  many  men  I  would  not 
hesitate  to  destroy  them  and  use  the  garrisons  in  the  field.  It  will  be 
time  enough  to  build  up  the  country  when  war  is  over.  Keep 
your  command  well  concentrated  on  the  defensive,  advancing  as  fast 
as  the  road  is  built,  but  reach  Goldsborough  if  possible  and  fortify. 
Hardee  crossed  here  with  a  force  represented  at  20,000,  but  I  don't  see 
the  "  signs  "  of  that  many.  He  has  six  batteries  of  four  guns  each.  I 
suppose  Johnston  may  have  up  about  Greensborough  now  moving  to 
Kaleigh  10,000,  and  1  estimate  Hoke's  command  at  8,000.  All  told,  he 
may  couceutrate  at  Kaleigh  40,000  to  45,000  men.  I  can  whip  that 
number  with  my  present  force,  and  with  yours  and  Terry's  added  we 
can  KO  wherever  we  can  live.  We  can  live  where  the  people  do,  and 
if  anybody  has  to  suffer  let  them  suffer.  Collect  all  the  forage  you 
can  at  New  Berne,  also  provisions  and  clothing.  We  will  need  an 
immense  supply  of  clothing,  for  we  have  been  working  from  knee  to 
waist  deep  in  water  for  400  miles  and  our  men  will  need  leclothing 
throughout.  Organize  your  command  into  divisions  of  about  5.000 
men  each,  but  don't  embrace  any  men  rightfully  belonging  to  the  organi- 
zations now  with  me,  but  order  them  at  once  to  join  their  proper  brigades 
and  divisions  on  our  arrival  at  your  neighborhood.  We  have  had  so 
much  bad  weather  in  February  and  March  that  I  hope  we  now  may 
count  on  a  change  for  the  better.  Hoping  to  meet  you  in  person  in  ten 
days, 

I  am,  your  friend,  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General,  (Jommanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Sunday,  March  12,  1865— 5  p.  m. 
General  Sohofield, 

Netc  Berne : 
General  :  I  have  this  moment  received  at  the  hands  of  the  two 
officers  of  the  navy  who  came  from  Wilmington  by  canoe  and  laud 
your  cipher  dispatch  of  March  4.    1  am  marching  for  Goldsborough, 
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and  will  start  Wednesday.  1  wrote  you  fully  to  day,  and  seud  by  this 
same  opportunity,  viz,  the  tugboat  Davidson,  that  came  up  from  Wil- 
mington last  night. 

W.  T.  SHEliMAN, 
Major-  General,  Oommanding. 


IlDQRS.  MiLITAUY   DIVISION   OI?   THE   MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  R.  C,  Sunday,  March  13, 1865. 
OoMMANDiNft  Officer  Gun-boat  Fleet, 

Cape  Fear  River: 
Sir:  My  army  is  here,  the  enemy  having  fled  eastward  across  the 
river,  burning  his  bridge,  but  I  will  have  pontoons  down  to-day.  I 
will  be  here  probably  till  Wednesday,  and  would  like  some  of  your 
boats  to  come  up  for  effect,  and,  if  agreeable,  can  give  you  a  load  of 
"refugees  or  cotton  at  pleasure."  I  would  like  to  produce  the  "effect" 
of  a  design  to  establish  a  "base,"  which,  of  coursjc,  I  do  not  propose  to 
do.  Water  will  continue  high  some  time. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  General. 


New  Berne,  March  12,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Easton,  Morehead: 

I  have  a  dispatch  from  General  Sherman  which  indicates  tiiat  you 
can  go  ahead  according  to  his  original  plan. 

J.  M.  SOHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Wise's  Forks,  March  12, 1865. 
Major-General  Schofield,  New  Berne  : 

1  was  not  confident  enough  in  the  accuracy  of  the  report  from  the 
cavalry  scout  yesterday  to  send  it.  An  infantry  sergeant  Avith  a  few 
men  went  to  the  river.  The  planks  are  taken  off  the  bridge  and  piled 
up.  An  infantry  picket  is  at  this  end  of  the  bridge,  which  ran  back 
across  the  river  on  the  approach  of  our  reconnoitering  party.  The 
rebels  opened  with  artillery  from  works  on  the  other  side  of  theNeuse, 
where  a  considerable  line  of  rifle  pits  and  some  embrasures  for  artillery 
were  seen.  Such  is  the  sergeant's  report,  and  1  think  it  true.  Hoke 
signs  himself  in  command  of  the  forces,  indicating  that  the  rest  are 
gone. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

March  12, 1865. 
Majjor- General  Schofield,  New  Berne: 

Hoke  sent  in  a  request  to  exchange  what  prisoners  we  have,  both 
here  and  at  New  Berne.    What  answer  shall  1  make? 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  Gt.:icral. 

Kl      -n     -n         11  r\T      VT  frTT       p^    J  J 
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Wise's  Fobks,  March  J3,  18(15 — 4.15  p.  m. 

Major-Geueral  Schofield, 

Neio  Berne: 
I  seut  Major  Dow  out  witli  the  answer  to  Hoke's  flag  of  truce.  He 
went  olose  to  the  wa  jfon  bridge.  H  e  thinks  the  middle  of  it  is  destroyed, 
but  the  ends  standing.  No  force  on  this  side  the  Neuse.  Those  who 
met  the  flag  apparently  came  over  in  a  boat.  J  believe  it  will  be  safe 
to  send  up  the  flats  witli  provisions  to-morrow,  under  convoy  of  the 
armed  vessels  which  were  up  yesterday.  The  road  from  here  to  the 
railroad  is  reported  as  becoming  impassable,  and  we  shall  have  great 
difficulty  in  getting  supplies  unless  the  railroad  can  be  pushed  to  Gum 
Swamp  to-night.  Couch's  trains  will  do  no  more  than  get  into  camp  this 
p.  m.,  the  cross  roads  being  bad  and  the  teams  almost  exhausted.  To 
get  to  Kinston  and  open  river  comuiunicatiou  at  the  earliest  moment 
seems  a  pressing  necessity. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major -General.,  Commanding  Diatriet. 


New  Berne,  March  12, 1865. 
Major-General  Cox : 

]\Iay  it  not  be  practicable  to  get  possession  of  the  bridge  at  Kinston, 
and  relay  the  planks  for  crossing,  or,  at  least,  to  prevent  its  destruction 
until  we  can  cross  elsewhere  and  take  the  place.  I  expect  to  send  up 
to-day  4(»0  feet  of  pontoon  bridge!  Ascertain,  if  you  can,  Avhether  that 
will  be  sufflcient  to  cross  the  river  anywhere  near  Kiuston. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Wise's  Forks,  March  12,  i865—7j>.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Mew  Berne : 
Four  hundred  feet  of  pontoon  bridge  will  make  two  bridges  across 
Neuse  Riyer  anywhere  near  Kinston.    1  am  of  opinion  that  the  enemy 
has  already  done  all  the  mischief  to  the  bridges  which  they  intend 

J.  1).  COX, 
Major-General. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Auawam, 
Mw  Berne,  March  12,  1865—7  p.  m. 
General  Cox : 

The  Ella  May  returned  at  G.30  p.  m.    The  Shrapnel  is  also  on  her 

hi/rnnr-  <S.^tT ^Y''^''  "f,P^'*«  *^^'^*  ^'«  ^^«* ^^^th  no  obstacles  on 
his  route.  Shall  I  send  up  another  expedition  ?  Will  start  the  Shrap- 
nel up  as  soon  as  coaled  if  you  wish,  and  send  my  boats  again.  Please 
answer  as  soon  as  possible.  ^  jricAbe 

Respectfully,  yours, 

A.  C.  RHIND, 

Commander. 
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Hbqu«.  Military  Division  of  thk  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  12,  1865. 
Major-Geiieral  Terry, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Forces,  Wilmington : 
General:  I  Lave  just  received  your  ine.ssage  by  the  tug  whicli  left 
Wilmington  at  2  p.  ni.  yesterday,  and  arrived  Lere  without  trouble. 
The  scout  who  brought  me  your  cipher  message  started  back  last  night 
with  my  answers,  which  are  superseded  by  the  lact  of  your  opening  the 
river.  General  Howard  just  reports  that  he  has  secured  one  of  the 
enemy's  steam-boats  below  tlie  city,  and  General  Slocum  will  try  and 
secure  two  known  to  be  above,  and  we  will  load  them  with  refugees, 
white  and  black,  that  have  clung  to  our  skirts,  impeded  our  movements, 
and  consumed  our  food.  We  have  swept  the  country  well  from 
Savannah  here,  and  my  men  and  animals  are  iu  fine  condition.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  foul  weather,  I  would  have  caught  Hardee  at  Oheraw 
or  here.  But  at  Columbia,  Oheraw,  and  here,  we  got  immense  stores,  and 
have  destroyed  machinery,  guns,  ammunition,  and  property  of  inesti- 
mable value  to  our  enemy.  At  all  points  he  has  fled  from  us,  "standing 
not  on  the  order  of  his  going."  The  people  of  South  Carolina,  instead 
of  feeding  Lee's  army,  will  now  call  on  Lee  to  feed  them.  I  want  you 
to  send  me  all  the  shoes,  stockings,  drawers,  sugar,  coifee,  and  flour 
you  can  spare;  finish  the  loads  with  oats  or  corn.  Have  the  boats 
escorted,  and  let  them  run  at  night  at  any  risk.  We  must  not  lose 
time  for  Joe  Johnston  to  concentrate  at  Goldsborough.  We  cannot 
prevent  his  concentrating  at  Ealeigh,  but  he  shall  have  no  rest.  I  want 
General  Schofleld  to  go  on  with  his  railroad  from  New  Berne  as  far  as 
he  can,  and  you  do  the  same  from  Wilmington.  If  we  can  get  the  roads 
to  and  secure  Goldsborough  by  April  10,  it  will  be  soon  enough,  but 
every  day  now  is  worth  a  million  of  dollars.  I  can  whip  Joe  Johnston 
provided  he  don't  catch  one  of  my  corps  in  flank,  and  I  will  see  that 
my  army  marches  hence  to  Goldsborough  in  compact  form.  I  must 
rid  my  army  of  from  20,000  to  30,000  useless  mouths,  as  many  to  go 
down  Cape  Fear  as  possible,  and  balance  will  go  in  the  vehicles,  and 
captured  horses  via  Clinton  to  Wilmington.  I  thank  you  for  the 
energetic  action  that  has  marked  your  course,  and  shall  be  most  happy 
to  meet  you. 

I  am,  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


New  Berne,  March  1.2,  1865. 
Major-General  Terry, 

Wilmington  : 
(Via  steamer  from  Beaufort.) 
General  Cox  gave  Bragg  a  good  beating  at  Southwest  Creek  on 
the  10th  and  drove  him  across  the  Neuse  at  Kinston.  General  Couch 
arrived  yesterday  all  right.  Inform  General  Sherman  that  I  cannot 
count  on  having  the  railroad  completed  farther  than  Kinston  by  the 
20th,  but  will  have  supplies  for  him  there,  and  farther  if  possible;  also 
inform  him  that  he  may  look  for  General  Sheridan  with  8,000  cavalry 

in  a  few  days.  „  ,  ^  „ 

^  J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- Oe7iera<„ 

(Forwarded  by  General  Terry  to  General  Sherman.) 
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Washington,  ]).  C,  March  J 3,  J865—3.30p.  m. 

(Keceivecl  22d.) 

Major-Ciciicriil  (iILLMORK, 

Hilton  Head: 
(Via  New  York.) 
General  (Iraiit  directs  me  to  say  that  tlie  second  brigade  of  Grover's 
division  should  be  sent  to  Wilmington  unless  yoa  learn  that  Sherman 
strikes  the  coast  south  of  that  point,  in  which  case  they  will  join  him 
wherever  he  may  be.  It  is  General  Grant's  wish  that  no  points  in  the 
Department  of  the  South  be  garrisoned  which  you  do  not  deem  it 
essential  to  defend.  No  active  operations  are  contemplated  in  that 
quarter.    Your  duty  is  simply  defensive. 

n.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-Ocncral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqks.  INliLiTAUY  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Til  thv  Field,  Fai/cttdville,  N.  C,  March  12,  1865. 
Major-Gencral  Fostek, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Charleston: 
General:  We  reached  this  place  yesterday  without  opposition. 
Our  march  was  exactly  as  I  expected,  and  its  fruits  all  I  could  have 
asked  for.  We  have  destroyed  vast  magazines  at  Columbia,  Cheraw, 
and  here,  and  have  destroyed  eftectually  the  railroad  system  of  South 
Carolina.  From  Cheraw  I  sent  a  small  cavalry  force  to  Florence,  but 
it  found  a  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry  more  than  it  could  master  and 
had  to  return,  breaking  only  the  raih-oad  trestles  down  as  far  as  Dar- 
lington. The  enemy  still  has  much  railroad  stock  and  munitions  on 
the  track  about  Sumterville  and  Florence,  and  if  you  can  make  up  a 
force  of  2,500  men  out  of  your  Charleston  and  Savannah  garrisons  I 
want  you  to  reach  that  road  and  destroy  everything  possible  and 
exhaust  the  country  of  supplies.  The  best  points  of  departure  are 
Georgetown  and  the  Santee  bridge.  1  think  Admiral  Dahlgren 
could  send  some  light  gun-boats  up  tlie  Santee,  but  don't  know  enough 
about  the  bar;  but  the  distance  from  Georgetown  docs  not  exceed 
sixty  miles,  and  we  look  on  sixty  miles  as  a  pleasant  excursion  As 
soon  as  you  accomplish  this  reduce  your  garrisons  at  Savannah  and 
Charleston  to  the  minimum  and  re-enforce  the  movement  on  Golds- 
borough,  which  is  the  real  objective  now.  1  expect  to  be  there  in  ten 
days.  My  army  is  in  splendid  health  and  condition,  and  we  have  had 
no  battle  involving  more  than  a  single  brigade  or  division  at  a  time 
Our  foragers  have  had  plenty  of  lighting  on  a  limited  scale,  and  have 
gathered  more  bacon,  chickens,  turkeys,  and  corn  meal  than  I  believed 
was  in  the  country.  M^e  are  now  only  short  of  bread,  sugar,  and 
coffee,  but  our  men  have  been  so  much  in  the  mud  and  water  that 
shoes  and  stoc-kiiigs  are  scarce.  Send  to  Goldsborough  via  New  Berne 
All  the  clothing  you  can  spare. 
I  am,  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 
Major- General,  Commandinq. 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  oi?  the  South, 

Charlcnton,  IS.  C,  March  33,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  ^outh: 
General:  Youv  note  with  reference  to  the  niinimnin  garrison  of 
Charleston  is  received.  Captain  Suter  goes  down  in  the  Coit  and  will 
coinniunicate  to  yon  the  substance  of  onr  conversation.  Asa  minimum 
garrison,  to  hold  the  harbor  only  until  relief  could  be  obtained  froua 
the  North,  1,000  men,  with  the  assistance  of  the  navy,  would  probably 
be  snfticient.  A  garrison  of  2,500  for  the  defenses  and  500  as  city 
police  (total,  3,000),  will  probably  be  sulHcient  to  hold  the  place  and 
its  immediate  vicinity  after  the  new  defenses  are  completed.  The 
present  force  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  retained  until  the  works  are 
complete.  The  weather  has  been  so  bad  that  little  has  yet  been  done 
toward  them.  It  is  important  that  Suter  should  return  here  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-  General,  Com  m  anding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  oe 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  13,  ISOS. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

A snista nt  A djutant- Gen eral : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Potter's  troops 
are  now  all  returned  to  the  city  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the 
artillery,  which  will  be  here  to  day.  1  have  made  the  following  dispo- 
sition of  the  troops  to  enable  us  to  complete  the  defenses  at  an  early 
day:  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  8.  Hartwell's  brigade,  at  the  Charleston 
Neck;  Col.  C.  H.  Van  Wyck's  brigade,  at  Mount  Pleasant;  the  brigade 
from  General  Prince's  command,  south  of  the  Ashley  liiver.  The 
remainder  of  the  troops  of  Brigadier-General  Schiinmelfennig's  com- 
mand are  occupying  the  forts  on  James,  Sullivau's  and  Morris  Islands. 
I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  department  commander 
to  the  organization  of  the  commaiul  into  a  division  of  two  or  three 
brigades.  It  would  not  only  facilitate  the  transaction  of  business 
here,  but  would  give  us  organized  bodies  for  future  movements.  The 
creating  provisional  brigades  for  service  iu  the  field  has  worked  very 
badly.  The  brigades  made  up  of  parts  of  regiments  necessarily 
became  to  a  certain  extent  demoralized  from  being  under  ofticers 
unknown  to  them.  Muster  and  ])ay  rolls  and  returns  are  not  forwarded 
promptly  as  they  should  be.  iStaff'  ofiiccrs  have  to  be  stmght  and 
instructed  in  these  duties  at  a  time  when  well  qualified  ones  are  most 
needed.  The  sufl'ering  of  the  men  from  these  causes  vnn  only  be  under- 
stood by  actually  observing  it  as  I  have. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.TNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  op  the  South, 

Charleston,  *S'.  C,  March  12,  1S65. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  yesterday's  date  with  instructions  about  hastening  the  forma- 
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tion  of  Hallowell's  brigade.  TLe  Goit  will  take  on  this  trip  all  she 
can  carry.  The  Loyalist  will  sail  to-morrow  if  1  can  get  coal  for  her. 
Will  yon  please  call  the  attention  of  the  de])artmeiit  commander  to  the 
necessity  for  more  steamers  here.  The  Anna  Maria  is  the  only  steamer 
I  will  have  after  the  Loyalist  leaves  tJiat  can  go  to  sea,  except  the 
Hooker,  and  one  of  these  I  am  required  by  the  general's  order  to  keep 
running  between  this  point  and  Georgetown.  The  Anna  Maria  is  now 
at  Georgetown.  As  soon  as  she  returns  I  will  send  the  Hooker  with 
.half  a  regiment  to  the  Head  or  Savannah.  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  commence  removing  obstructions  in  the  inner  channel,  not  having  a 
steamer  for  the  purpose.  The  Colonel  Bennett  has  been  repairing  and 
will  answer  for  the  purjiose.  She  will  be  put  on  the  duty  in  a  day  or 
two. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JlSrO.  p.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Gominanding. 


City  Point,  Va.,  Marr^h  1.3,  1805—1  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington : 
I  am.  in  receipt  of  a  letter  of  the  7th  from  General  Schofield.  At 
that  time  Cox  was  within  three  miles  of  Kinston,  and  repairs  on  the 
railroad  were  going  on  rapidly.  Hoke's  division  was  confronting  him. 
Schofield  was  going  out  himself  and  expected  to  push  out  and  take 
Kiustou  at  once.  Palmer  was  ordered  and  should  liave  taken  Kinston 
while  Hoke  was  at  Wilmington.    I  have  not  yet  learned  his  excuse 


ibr  his  failure. 


U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  13, 1865. 

(Received  3.45  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 
The  following  items  are  taken  from  to-day's  Richmond  papers: 

We  have  Bome  good  news  this  morning.  Nows  of  jivictorv  in  Sontli  Carolina  It 
18  .announced  in  the.  following  otiicial  dispateli  from  Onei  til  I.ee.  Thoun-li  the  dis- 
patch js  ratLer  sciint  jn  its  particnlars,  enough  is  given  to  show  that  Kilpatrick  was 

"  Hkai>quartkrs,  &c., 

"  Hon.  John  C.  Bbkckinmdok,  ^"''"^  ^"'  ^^'^'^- 

"Secretary  of  War: 
"(?ener,al  Hampton  attaclced  General  Kilpatrick  at  daylight  this  mornHi<r  and 
'^Z^^'J^^^T  V='""P'  *'''''¥  his  guns,  wagons,  m.an/horses,  sevSal  CSdred 
prisoners,  and  releasing  a  great  nuinher  of  our  own  meu  who  had  been  captured 
riie  guns  and  w.agon8  conld  not  he  l.rought  off  for  want  of  horses.     Many  of  the 
enemy  were  killed  and  wounded.     Our  loss  not  heavy.     Lieut.  Col.  J.  S   King  was 

"R.  E.  LEE, 

"  General." 

Itwillhe  observed  that  the  locality  of  the  fight  is  not  n.imed  in  the  dispatch 

it  r, ,?:  r!"  1^""^™*'-''^  ,T«0"«v  ?'^""'""  !>"«  "»  communication  with  the  North   and 
It  would  be  imprudent  to  publish  where  ho  was,  as  it  would  only  be  giving  news  to 
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Graut  of  Uis  progress.  Matters  are  begiuuiug  to  look  decidedly  better  for  us  in  the 
south.  In  the  last  three  days  we  have  had  news  of  two  victories,  one  in  North 
Carolina  and  one  in  South  Carolina.* 

Charlotte,  March  S,  1865. 
The  Sontheni  Express  Company's  messenger  from  Augusta  brings  advices  to  3d 
instant.  No  news  of  interest  had  transpired  west  of  the  Savannah  Kiver.  The 
(Georgia  Senate  passed  a  resolution  ileclaring  that  it  does  not  concur  in  the  recom- 
mon<lation  of  Governor  Brown  for  a  convention.  Yeas  20,  nays  8.  Several  exten- 
sive fires  had  occurred  in  Augusta,  supposed  to  bo  the  work  of  an  incendiary.  About 
400  Yankee  prisoners  will  leave  Kichmond  this  morning  on  their  return  home  by 
tlag-of-truce  boat.  Among  the  nnmber  are  thirty-three  ofiicers,  including  Generals 
Kelley  and  Crook,  recently  captured. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 


Special        )      Headquaktees  Military  Division 
Field  Ordeks,  >  of  the  Mississippi, 

No.  32.  )     In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  13, 1865. 

I.  Maj.  John  S.  Windsor,  One  bundretl  and  sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry, 
is  hereby  detailed  to  conduct  to  Wilmington  all  the  refugees,  whits 
and  black,  that  now  encumber  the  army.  The  commanding  general 
of  each  wing  and  of  the  cavalry  will  tuiu  over  to  him  all  such  refu- 
gees, with  such  wagons,  horses,  and  mules,  &c.,  whether  captured  or 
public,  as  may  be  necessary  to  facilitate  their  journey,  with  a  small  sup- 
ply of  flour,  bacon,  and  beef-cattle.  Major  Windsor  will  conduct  'hem 
to  Wilmington  and  turn  them  over  to  the  quartermaster's  department 
or  Treasury  agent,  who  will  dispose  of  them  according  to  laws  or  exist- 
ing orders,  A  guard  of  100  men  will  be  sent  from  each  wing,  composed 
of  men  entitled  to  discharge  or  furlough,  provided  with  their  papers,  to 
take  eftect  on  arrival  at  Wilmington. 

II.  Major  Windsor  will,  on  the  completion  of  this  duty,  return  to  his 
command  via  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

III.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  supply  Major  Windsor  with 
all  the  facilities  in  its  power  to  carry  out  this  order. 

Br  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Chief  Quartermaster's  Office, 

Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  March  13, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T,  Sherman: 

General:  I  send  the  steamer  Howard  with  commissary  stores  and 
forage.  I  will  send  other  boats  with  supplies  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
will  come  myself  and  see  what  you  require.  General  Baston  is  at 
Beaufort.  I  am  not  able  to  state  the  amount  of  supplies  he  has.  I 
ordered  from  Washington  20,000  pairs  of  shoes,  which  have  arrived  at 
Beaufort;  also  forage  for  your  army,  I  will  push  everything  we  have 
here  to  Fayetteville  with  the  greatest  possible  dispatch,  and  will  explain 
the  state  of  affairs  as  soon  as  I  can  reach  you.  I  send  a  box  of  cigars, 
and  will  select  some  other  articles  to  send  you  by  the  next  boat. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       ^  GEO.  S.  DODGE, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 

*  For  portion  of  dispatch  here  omitted,  see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  IT,  p.  946. 
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Eaybtteville,  N.  C,  March  13,  1865. 

Mtij.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commandinf/  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  I  find  the  Ijoat  mucli  smaller  than  I  thought.    It  cannot 
stow  more  than  150  persons,  Colonel  Wilson  reports.    Please  have  the 
refugees  not  to  exceed  thirty  in  number,  from  your  own  and  from  the 
different  division  headquarters,  ready  at  the  boat  by  10  a.  ni.  to-day. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  ().  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ga(U\i  Plantation,  If.  G.,  March  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  general  has  been  requested  to  move  four  divisions  in 
light  marching  order  on  the  upper  road,  that  the  Left  Wing  may  be 
supported  if  necessary.  You  will  therefore  encamp  your  corps  to  the 
left  or  rear  of  General  Blair  instead  of  on  the  right,  as  heretofore 
ordered,  and  be  ready  to  move  foi  ward  on  the  upper  road.  You  .,ill 
move  three  of  your  divisions  with  only  their  headquarters  and  regi- 
mental trains,  and  ten  ammunition  wagons  for  each  division  with  five 
days'  supplies,  two  of  which  will  be  carried  in  the  regimental  wagons. 
The  supply  trains  and  the  remainder  of  the  ordnance  train  will  be 
consolidated,  and  move  in  rear  of  this  column,  and  the  other  division 
move  as  a  guard  for  the  train.  This  division  will  not  be  relieved  dur- 
ing the  march  to  Faison's  Depot.  A  small  portion  of  our  headquar- 
ters train  will  move  with  your  column.  General  Blair  has  been  directed 
to  move  via  Clinton.  The  pontoon  train  and  surplus  wagons  from 
these  headquarters  will  follow  him.  The  order  of  march  will  be  issued 
to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Please  cross  two  of  your    divisions  by  Slocum's  bridge  as 
soon  as  it  is  free  to  you  to-morrow. 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
A ssistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayettevillc,  N.  C,  March  13,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  1!.  Woods, 

Commavdinff  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  It  has  been  reported  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  are  moving 
on  the  road  that  we  came  on  yesterday,  with,  it  is  presumed,  the  design 
of  breaking  the  bridge  across  Little  liocklish  Creek  and  catching 
some  of  our  forage  details  now  absent  between  the  two  Eocklish 
creeks.  Please  send  a  sufhcient  force  to  the  bridge  on  that  road  to 
support  the  details  now  absent  from  the  command,  should  they  become 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  facilitate  their  return  to  camp.  I  send 
you  the  man  who  makes  the  report. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHITLL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Headquartkbs  Fikst  Division, 

March  JJ,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  One  forage  detail  sent  ont  tliis  a.  m.  of  sixty  wagons  lias  a 
regiment  as  escort,  and  another  has  just  been  ordered  down  to  the  Kock- 
iish  bridge  for  the  ])nrpose  directed  in  your  communication. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 
Aetimj  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Akmv  Corps, 

Near  FayetteviUe,  N.  G.,  March  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  respectfully  report  that  no  change  has  occurred  in  my  com- 
macd  to-day.    I  am  still  encamped  near  FayetteviUe,  K  C,  my  head- 
quarters being  located  in  the  same  place  as  indicated  in  my  letter  of 
March  12. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  45.  )  Near  FayetteviUe,  N.  C,  March  13,  1865. 

I.  In  pursuance  with  instructious  received  from  Department  and 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  all  orders  heretofore  issued  from  these  head- 
quarters regulating  the  organization  of  mounted  foraging  parties  in 
this  command  are  hereby  revoked.  There  will  be  formed  fortliwith  in 
each  brigade  of  the  division  a  mounted  detail  for  foraging  purposes,  con- 
sisting of  twenty  enlisted  men,  to  be  placed  under  charge  of  a  good  and 
reliable  commissioned  officer.  The  senior  officer  of  tlie  three  will  take 
command  of  the  entire  detail.  When  the  parties  have  been  thus  formed 
the  fact  will  be  notified  to  these  headquarters.  In  no  instance  will 
these  parties  be  permitted  to  go  beyond  the  advance  guard  of  the  lead- 
ing division  on  our  line  of  march,  nor  more  than  iive  miles  distant  from 
either  flank  of  the  column.  All  stores  obtained  by  detail  will  be  api)or- 
tioned  out  each  evening  by  theotticer  commanding  to  the  several  brigades 
in  the  division.  Should  any  considerable  bulk  be  cajitured  it  will  be 
turned  in  to  the  commissary  of  the  division  for  issue  to  the  entire  com- 
mand. All  surplus  animals  captured  will  be  turned  in  at  once  to  the 
division  quartermaster.  The  oflicer  commanding  the  detail  will  receive 
instructions  each  night  from  these  headquarters  as  to  our  jirobable 
destination  for  the  following  day,  so  that  he  may  give  the  necessary 
directions  to  the  different  brigade  parties  under  his  charge.  The  offi- 
cer only  commanding  the  regimental  parties  will  be  mounted,  and  no 
mounted  foragers  will  be  recognized  exceiit  those  belonging  to  these 
brigade  parties.  Tlie  men  will  all  be  furnished  by  tlieir  regimental 
commanders  with  proper  written  details,  these  to  be  countersigned  by 
the  officer  commanding  the  entire  party. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods: 

FRED.  n.  WILSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


810  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.       [Chap.  LIX. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  13,  1865. 

Mai.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  remained  in 
camp  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       ^  '  W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  K  G.,  March  13, 1865. 

Bvt.  Ma,].  Gen.' John  E.  Smith, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  commanding 
general  of  the  army,  you  will  please  move  your  division  across  General 
Slocum's  pontoon  bridge,  at  such  hour  to-morrow  as  you  can  get  the 
bridge. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Fayetteville,  W.  C,  March  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  10th  instant  I  moved 
my  command  from  its  two  positions  on.Juniper  Creek  and  Johnson's 
plantation  at  G  a.  m.  on  the  old  Stage  road  toward  Fayetteville,  cross- 
ing Lumber  Eiver,  and  moving  from  thence  to  the  intersection  of  the 
telegraph  road,  which  I  pursued  to  the  left  as  far  as  Parson  McNeill's 
plantation,  where  I  massed  my  division,  General  Hazen's  train  not 
having  left  its  park,  a  short  distance  in  advance  of  my  position.  From 
this  point  I  sent  forward  my  pioneer  corps  and  three  regiments  of 
infantry  to  work  upon  the  road  through  Raft  Swamp,  and  at  7  p.  m. 
moved  my  supply  and  ordnance  trains,  making  this  point  at  daybreak 
the  11th  instant,  when  it  was  parked,  the  infantry  going  into  bivouac 
during  the  night  in  the  swamp,  the  remainder  of  my  infantry  and  trains 
remaining  in  bivouac  at  McNeill's  plantation,  my  command  making  a 
march  of  eight  miles. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of  the 
movements  of  my  command  on  the  11th  instant:  Breaking  camp  at 
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C.30  a.  mj  I  moved  on  the  telegraph  road  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville, 
in  rear  of  the  Second  Division  of  this  corps,  making  a  march  of  sixteen 
miles,  mostly  over  corduroy  roads,  and  going  into  bivouac  across  Davis' 
Greek  at  10  p.  m.  My  pioneer  corps  was  engaged  in  constructing  a 
connecting  bridge  -with  the  pontoons  during  the  night. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  OOESB, 
Brevet  Major- General. 

Hdqes.  Fottrth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of  the 
movements  of  my  division  on  the  12th  instant:  Breaking  camp  at  8 
a.  m.  (this  hour  being  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  bridge  being 
constructed  by  my  pioneers),  and  crossing  Big  Eockflsh  Creek,  con- 
tinued on  the  telegraph  or  old  Stage  road,  a  distance  of  two  miles; 
thence  to  the  right  upon  a  sand  road,  crossing  the  plank  road,  and 
moving  via  Eockfish  Factory  on  Little  Eockflsh  Creek  to  the  vicinity 
of  Fayetteville,  arriving  abreast  of  the  Second  Division,  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  having  moved  on  a  road  nearly  parallel,  at  2  p.  m.,  placing 
my  command  in  bivouac  and  in  position  forming  two  sides  of  a  square, 
with  the  right  more  extended  by  the  length  of  one  brigade  added, 
facing  to  the  front  and  left. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


IlBQRS.   FOITETH   DIVISION,   FIFTEENTH  ARMY   COEPS, 

In  the  Field,  near  Fayetteville,  N.  €.,  March  13,  1805. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  has  remained 
in  bivouac  during  this  instant,  occupying  the  same  position  as  assumed 
yesterday.  Orders  regulating  and  organizing  a  division  foraging  party 
have  not  been  enforced  until  to-day,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  mounted 
details  of  this  command  have  been  absent  since  the  reception  of  the 
orders.  The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  system  of  foraging  cannot 
be  fully  determined  in  my  division  until  a  practical  working  can  be 
had,  but  I  doubt  not  that  it  will  be  for  the  good  of  the  service  in  many 
respects. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Special        )      Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 
Field  Orders,  }  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

So.  42.  )  Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  13, 1865. 

VIII.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  daylight  to-morrow, 
crossing  the  pontoon  bridge  over  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  and  going  into  camp 
on  the  right  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  two  miles  distant  from 
the  river,  in  the  following  order,  viz :  Third  Brigade  in  advance,  followed 
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by  the  First  Brigade  and  the  Second  Brigade  in  rear  and  closing  the 
cohium.  Troops  to  march  by  the  side  of  the  trains,  except  two  regi- 
ments ill  advance  and  two  in  rear.  Advance  and  rear  guards  will  do 
their  duty  in  regard  to  picking  up  stragglers,  guarding  occupied  dwell- 
ings, t&c. ;  battery  and  trains  in  same  order  as  heretofore. 
By  order  of  Evt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistatit  A  djutant- General. 


Hdqks.  Depaktment  and  Akmt  of  the  Tennessee, 

Fayetteville,  March  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Corps: 
General:  I  have  concluded  to  push  you  to  the  right  through  Clin- 
ton, aud  Logau  by  the  left  route  through  Beaman's  Cross-lioads,  &c. 
Please  reconaoiter  for  cross-roads  to  get  out  of  his  way  when  we  start. 
I  want  you  to  shorten  your  column  by  marching  troops  by  the^  side  of 
your  trains  as  much  as  possible.    The  pontoon  will  follow  you. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Headqttakter.s  Left  Wing,  Army  op  Georgia, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  13,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 
General:  lam  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  he  wishes  you  to  remain  in  your  present  camp  to-morrow.    He 
wishes  you,  however,  to  explore  the  road  leading  toward  Troublefield's 
Store  and  Kyle's  Landing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special       ^  Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  V  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

^o-  — •  )  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  13, 1865. 

This  command  will  march,  following  the  Third  Division,  this  after- 
noon across  the  river.  General  Sherman  will  review  the  troops  as  thev 
pass  the  headquarters.  Left  Wing,  in  the  center  of  the  city. 

By  command  of  Bvt,  Maj.  Gen.  John  W,  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Elizahethtown,  N.  C,  March  13, 1865, 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  resrimenf 
from  Wilm  ngton  N.  C,  by  order  of  Major- General  Terry     NofiZv 
on  the  road,  and  two  gun-boats  ou  their  way  up  the  river 
i  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M,  KERWm, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  FayetteviUv,  N.  C,  Monday,  March  i;i,  1865. 
Col.  M.  Kerwin, 

Gomdg.  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Elizabcthtown : 
Dear  Colonel:  Yours  of  this  date  with  cipher  dispatches  of  Gen- 
eral Terry  is  just  received  by  tlie  ofticer  and  detachment  sent  by  you. 
A  tug-boat  came  up  yesterday  from  Wihningtou,  and  has  returned. 
Another  boat  is  here  to  go  down  to  night,  and  by  her  I  send  instructions 
to  General  Terry  to  send  a  boat  with  rations  and  forage  for  you,  and  to 
ferry  you  across  to  the  east  bank  of  Cape  Fear,  when  1  wish  yon  to 
strike  northeast  for  the  railroad,  and  to  join  me  somewhere  about 
Faison's  Station.  Such  orders  should  reach  you  by  the  15th.  I  will 
move  from  here  on  that  day — the  15th — for  Goldsborough,  striking  the 
Wilmington  road  about  Faison's,  south  of  the  Neuso  Itiver. 
I  am,  truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Monday,  March  13,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  New  Berne  : 
General  :  I  wrote  you  at  length  by  the  tug-boat  Davidson  yester- 
day. By  to-morrow  morning  all  my  army,  save  one  division,  will  be 
across  the  Cape  Fear,  and  1  will  await  till  Wednesday  morning  in 
hopes  to  receive  from  Wilmington  some  shoes,  stockings,  &c.,  when  we 
will  start  for  Goldsborough,  approaching  it  from  the  south  and  com- 
municating with  you  at  the  Neuse  Bridge,  near  Kinston.  Have  Gen- 
erals Easton  and  Beckwith  advised  to  be  all  ready  to  resup])ly  us,  first 
clothing,  next  bread,  then  sugar,  coffee,  and  forage.  My  troops  and 
trains  are  in  good  order. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Monday,  March  13, 1865—9  j>.  m. 
General  Schofield,  Neio  Berne: 

(jENERAL:  Your  dispatch  of  9th  this  moment  received.  Re  enforce 
your  movement  all  yoii  can  and  you  can  take  Terry's  commaTid  from 
Wilmington  if  you  want  them.  Secure,  if  possible,  the  crossing  of 
Neuse  near  Kinston  and  get  all  the  timbers  ready  for  the  bridge.  I 
will  in  a  day  or  two  so  threaten  Raleigh  that  the  enemy  will  be  forced 
to  move  from  your  front  toward  Raleigh,  when  you  can  press  forward 
toward  Goldsborough. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


New  Berne,  March  13,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Commanding,  &c. : 

The  naval  commander  has  asked  for  the  boats  Ella  May  and  Shrap- 
nel to  be  Dlaced  at  bis  disposal,  to  enable  him  to  carry  out  instructions 
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received  from  General  Oox.    I  understand  lie  wishes  them  to  use  in 
blowing  up  the  ram  in  the  river,  and  they  will  probably  be  destroyed 
or  disabled  permanently.    Captain  Kimball  wishes  instructions.    Will 
vou  please  signify  your  wishes  1 
"      ^  ^      ^  '  W.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Wise's  Fokks,  March  13, 1865. 

Major  Wherry, 

Aide-de-Camp,  Neic  Berne: 
I  cannot  spare  the  boats  for  the  purpose  named  by  the  naval  com- 
mander, nor  do  1  care  about  the  ram  being  blown  up.    The  rebels  will 
blow  it  up  soon  enough. 

J.  M.  SOHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Wise's  Forks,  March  13, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort,  Wise^s  Forks,  N'.  C.  : 
General  :  We  will  effect  a  crossing  of  the  Neuse  to-morrow,  if  prac- 
ticable. It  is  doubtful,  whether  the  pontoons  will  be  ready,  but  we 
may  be  able  to  cross  without  them.  You  may  move  up  early  in  the 
morning  opposite  Kinston  and  endeavor  to  secure  possession  of  the 
wagon  bridge,  drive  the  enemy  from  the  opposite  bank,  and  cross. 
This,  of  course,  will  not  be  practicable  without  more  loss  than  it  is 
wise  to  incur  if  the  crossing  proves  to  be  held  in  force.  If  you  find 
the  enemy  in  force,  put  artillery  and  infantry  in  position  to  cover  the 
bridge  and  demonstrate  strongly  as  if  to  cross  at  and  above  Kinston. 
I  will  then  reconnoiter  for  a  crossing  below  and  get  up  the  pontoons. 
General  Couch  will  keep  within  supporting  distance  on  the  Dover  road 
and  will  make  the  crossing  with  tHe  pontoon  bridge  if  that  prove  to  be 
necessary. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIBLD, 

Major-  General. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Agawam, 

March  13, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox: 

Your  telegram  of  this  date  is  received.  I  have  called  on  the  quarter- 
master for  the  steamers,  and  shall  dispatch  the  expedition  up  the  river 
again  to-night  if  the  vessels  are  furjiished  me  in  time.  I  shall  try  to 
rig  a  torpedo  on  the  Ella  May  to  blow  up  the  rebel  iron-clad,  if  possible. 
Lieutenant- Commander  Thornton  brought  down  a  deserter  from  a  North 
Carolina  battery  stationed  at  Kinston.  He  reports  that  the  enemy 
evacuated  the  place,  but  that  Hoke's  division  returned  yesterday 
morning  and  reoccupied  the  place.  He  also  states  that  D.  H.  Hill  was 
there  in  command,  and  estimates  the  entire  rebel  force  at  40,000,  which 
1  don't  believe.  Hill,  with  the  rest  of  his  force,  moved  toward 
Goldsborough. 

A.  C.  RHIND, 

Commander. 
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New  Berne,  March  13, 1865. 
Major-Geueral  Cox : 

I  have  been  exerting  myself  today  to  get  another  expedition  up  the 
river  in  the  Ella  May  and  Shrapnel,  but  obstacles  are  put  in  my  way 
in  regard  to  my  getting  those  boats.  I  am  informed  this  evening  by 
Major  Wherry,  aide-de-camp,  that  the  boats  cannot  be  furnished  me 
without  orders  from  the  commanding  general  of  the  department.  If 
you  require  me  to  co-operate  again  with  you,  a  positive  order  must  be 
sent  to  transfer  the-  two  steamers  to  me  entirely.  I  intended  to  fit  a 
torpedo  on  the  Ella  May,  and  I  think  the  people  in  those  boats  don't 
fancy  the  trip.    I  have  men  Avho  do. 

A,  O.  EHIND, 


Commander. 


[Iiidoraement.] 


Will  General  Schofleld  please  answer  this  disi^atch? 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-Oeneral. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Disirict  of  Beaufort, 

No.  4.  (  Wiseh  Forlcs,  2f.  C,  March  13, 1865. 

This  command  will  move  upon  Kinston  to-morrow  jnorniug  in  the 
following  order,  viz : 

The  cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Savage,  will  move  promptly 
at  6  a.  m.  by  the  British  road  to  the  Wilmington  and  Kinston  road, 
crossing  the  Southwest  Creek,  near  Mrs.  Williams',  and  covering  the 
left  flank  of  the  command  as  it  approaches  the  Neuse  Eiver.  General 
Palmer's  division,  and  the  cavalry  detachment  operating  upon  the  right 
flank,  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  by  the  railroad  and  theNeuse  road  to  tlie 
river  crossing.  General  Carter's  division  will  move  upon  the  Dover 
road  at  7  a.  m.,  followed  by  the  division  of  General  linger. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Cox : 

THBO.  COX, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        )  Headquarters  First  Division, 

Field  Orders,  }  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  8.  )  In  the  Field,  N.  C,  March  13,  1865. 

»  *  *  *  #  *  * 

II.  The  Second  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  now  with  the  brigade 
of  Colonel  Boughton,  will  at  once  join  its  proper  brigade,  the  com- 
manding officer  reporting  to  Brigadier-General  Harland  for  orders. 
»  *  *  *  t  #  * 

VI.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  district  headquarters,  this  com- 
mand will  move  towaird  Kinston  to-morrow  at  7  a.  m.  by  the  railroad 
and  the  Nense  road  to  the  river  crossing,  and  in  the  following  order, 
viz :  The  cavah-y  under  command  of  Maj.  Floyd  Clarkson,  Twelfth  Eew 
York  Cavalry  (including  the  command  of  Captain  Graham),  will  move 
first,  throwing  out  a  small  advance  guard.  This  will  be  followed  by 
the  brigade  of  General  Harland,  his  battery  of  Napoleons  following 
immediately  after  his  infantry.  The  Third  Brigade,  Col.  H.  Boughton 
commanding,  will  follow  next  in  column.  Immediately  in  his  rear  wdl 
march  the  Third  Battery*  of  the  Second  Brigade.    The  Second  Brigade, 

*  Probably  Battery  C,  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery. 
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Col.  P.  J.  Claassen  commanding;,  Avill  follow  next.  All  tlie  wagons  of 
the  division  will  nsove  in  rear  of  the  last  brigade,  the  commanding 
officer  of  which  will  detail  a  strong  rearguard  to  bring  uj)  the  rear 
after  all  the  wagons.  This  officer  will  be  charged  to  see  that  all  the 
stragglers  are  arrested  and  sent  to  their  regiments  when  the  command 
halts  for  the  day.  He  will  well  deploy  his  men  and  sweep  the  country 
on  both  sides  of  the  road.  Tliere  must  be  no  straggling  and  no  pillag- 
ing in  the  track  of  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


;ral  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 
No.  13.  )  Wise's  Forlcs,  JSf.  G.,  3Iarch  J3,  ll 


General 

1865. 

Brigade  commanders  Avill  have  their  respective  commands  in  readi- 
ness to  move  promptly  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow  in  the  following  order,  viz: 
First,  Colonel  Orr's  brigade;  second.  Colonel  Thomas'  brigade;  "third, 
Colonel  McQuiston's  brigade;  fourth.  Captain  Paddock's  battery; 
fifth,  Captain  Wood's  battery ;  sixth,  ammunition  and  baggage  train. 
Colonel  McQuiston,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  will  detach  cue 
regiment  as  rear  guard  to  march  in  rear  of  the  train. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  linger: 

HENKY  A.  HALE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarteus  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Wise's  Forks,  March  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch, 

Gomdy.  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps: 
General:  General  Cox  will  endeavor  to  effect  a  crossing  of  the 
Neuse  at  Kinston  to-morrow  morning.  You  will  please  move  up  on  the 
Dover  road  and  keep  within  supporting  distance  of  General  Cox's  left. 
If  the  enemy  be  found  in  force  on  the  opposite  bank.  General  Cox  will 
simply  make  a  demonstration  at  and  above  Kinston, while  1  reconuoiter 
for  a  crossing  below  and  get  up  the  i)ontoous.  If  it  prove  necessary  to 
use  the  pontoon  bridge  you  will  make  the  crossing.  I  will  inform  you 
as  soon  as  the  point  of  crossing  is  selected.  I  have  directed  Colonel 
Twining  to  call  on  Captain  Lyon  for  teams  to  haul  the  pontoons  from 
the  railroad  terminus  to  the  river. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 

In  the  Field,  FayetteviUe,  i^.  G.,  March  13, 1865. 
Major-General  Terry, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Wilmington : 
General:  Captain  Young  tells  me  he  will  send  down  to-night  a 
courier,    I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  say  that  the  bulk  of  my 
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array  is  across  Cape  Fear  River,  and  I  will  cross  over  to-morrow  and 
await  the  return  of  the  Davidson,  in  hopes  you  may  be  able  to  send  us 
up  some  clothing  and  small  stores.  But  on  Wednesday  I  ho])e  to  make 
ten  miles  out,  but  will  hold  empty  wagons  for  any  supplies  you  may 
send  lip.  Expect  a  train  of  i-et'ugees  and  negroes  at  Wilmington  via 
Clinton.  They  are  a  dead  weight  to  me,  and  consume  our  supplies. 
I'rovide  for  them  the  best  you  can  or  send  them  to  New  York  in  the 
return  vessels.  The  gun-boat  Eolus  is  here  and  will  remain  till  I  take 
my  departure,  and  I  will  send  Avord  to  you  when  to  dispatch  all  vessels 
in  Cape  Fear  Itiver  with  supplies  for  me  up  to  JSTew  lierne.  Prosecute 
your  work  on  the  railroad  from  Wilmington  north  as  fast  as  possible, 
and  notify  Colonel  Wright  to  get  from  Savannah  or  Norfolk  a  supply 
of  locomotives  and  cars  suited  to  that  gauge.  We  are  all  very  well  and 
weather  is  most  favorable. 

Yours,  truly,  W\  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General.  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Faijetteville,  N.  C,  March  13, 1865. 

Major-General  Tebky, 

Commanding  Wilmington,  &c. : 
General:  Lieutenant  Stimson  of  your  staff  has  just  arrived,  and  I 
send  him  down  to  General  Howard's  camp,  two  miles  below  town,  with 
orders  to  fliltheboiit  with  refugees  atourlowerpontoon  and  dispjitch  lier 
back  at  once.  I  wrote  you  fully  by  the  Davidson  last  night,  and  to  day 
by  Captain  Young,  and  now  repeat  that  the  bulk  of  my  army  is  across 
Cape  Fear  River  and  will  be  all  across  to-morrow,  Tuesday,  and  will  o;i 
Wednesdaydrawoutten miles  toward Goldsborough.  On  ihursday  will 
cast  off  and  march  compactly  for  a  point  on  the  railroad  from  Laison  s 
to  Neuse  River.  If  I  don't  encounter  Schofleld's  people  I  will  commu- 
nicate with  him  in  the  direction  of  Goldsborough  before  attempting  to 
cross  the  Neuse.  My  letters  are  very  full.  I  do  want  shoes  aiid 
stockings,  but  fear  you  can't  spare  any,  or  that  you  nave  no  boats 
suitable  for  the  navigation  of  the  river,  but  I  will  await  Wednesday 
to  receive  anything  you  may  send,  when  I  will  evacuate  here  and  move 
in  force  toward  Goldsborough  and  New  Eerne.  The  gun-boat  Eolus 
will  be  here  till  I  am  off.  All  well  and  in  splendid  spivi|;S-  l^ayette- 
ville  arsenal  is  in  ruins  and  to-morrow  lire  will  consume  all  that  can  oe 
burned  of  it.  The  town  is  poor  and  scattered  and  willnot  he  matenaliy 
damaged.  Hardee  moved  off  toward  Raleigh  but  will  have  time  to  get 
to  (ioldsborough,  if  that  be  tlie  point  fixed  for  concentration.  1  expect 
to  be  at  or  near  Faison's  Depot  next  Sunday. 

Yours,  truly,  &c.,  w.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  FayetUviUe,  N.  C,  Monday,  March  13,  1865. 

General  Terey, 

Commanding,  Wilmington: 
General:  Colonel  Kerwin  reports  froin  Eli=^abeth   where  he  has 
halted  his  reeiment,  having  disjiatchod  two  officers  and  fifty  men 
through  with  your  cipher  dispatch,  which  is  now  being  unravelled.    I 
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F^aV  EhS  ami  We  sealill  be  covered  t>y  «f  ^"■«''«^-,,  ^o™Cu 

rS;,tTo  f  li.tra  e  in4  r.nla^^^^^^  about  GoldsboronoU  as 
soo«  as  X  ble  The  single  road  from  New  Berne  to  Goldsborough 
Zv  not^re^capacity  s^tfficient  for  mine,  >'7^Y"A?Sf  expeci 
tiPlirs  irniies  and  I  wish  you  to  advise  General  Schofield  that  i  expect 
Mh,  to  ™t  bo'aTs  as  quick  as  possible  that  will  enable  us  to  use  the 
Suse'fiwer  as  auxiliary  as  hi^h  up  as  possible  -1-" --JS^  ^J^ 
haul  forage  and  stores.  I  have  with  me,  say,  3,000  Avagons  and  near 
40,000  animals,  about  65,000.  lighting  men. 

Yours,  truly,  ^    ^    SHBKMAN, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

P  s  —If  General  Schofield  wants  you  at  New  Berne,  I  do  not  object 
to  voui-  re-enforcing  him,  but  I  want  all  the  troops  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  garrisons  to  be  at  or  near  Goldsborough  in  seven  days,  viz, 
by  Monday  or  Tuesday  6i  next  week.  SHEEMAN 

Major-Oeneral, 

Hdqks.  Pkovisional  Corps,  Dept.  of  Nobth  Carolina, 

WihninfjUin,  W.  C,  March  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Siiekman,  .     . 

Commandimj  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  <kc.  : 
General:  I  forwarded  to  you  day  before  yesterday  the  inclosed 
dispatch  from  General  Schofield.*  1  send  it  to  you  again  lor  fear  that 
it  may  not  have  reached  you.  At  the  time  this  dispatch  was  written 
General  Couch  had  not  joined  him.  I  think  that  Couch's  and  McLean's 
divisions  must  have  crossed  the  Trent  near  Trenton  yesterday,  and 
that  today  thev  have  effected  a  junction  with  Cox  and  Palmer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFEED  H.  TEEEY, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqbs.  Provisional  Corps,  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  M.  C,  March  13, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Comdg.  Milita7-y  Biv.  of  the  Mississippi,  Fayetteville,  JV".  C.  ; 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
])atch  of  yesterday.  I  regret  to  say  that  all  the  supplies  of  shoes  and 
clothing  destined  for  your  main  army  are  at  Beaufort.  Everything 
which  we  had  here  has  been  expended  for  the  paroled  prisoners  which 
we  have  received.  Two  days  ago  I  sent  to  Beaufort  for  3,500  pairs  of 
shoes  for  my  own  troops.    Should  they  arrive  in  time  to  reach  you  at 

*  Seo  Schofield  to  Sherman,  9th,  p.  744. 
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Fayetteville,  I  will  forward  them  at  once.  Hoping  that  the  tug  would 
find  the  river  open,  I  conimencied  loading  a  steamer  last  night  with 
such  stores  as  1  supposed  that  you  would  ueed  most.  She  starts  imme- 
diately, and  will  be  followed  by  others.  1  sent  all  my  serviceable  cavalry 
up  the  right  bank  of  the  Cape  Fear  day  before  yesterdav  afternoon,  to 
open  the  road  and  communicate  with  you.  I  have  a  report  from  them 
that  the  bridges  are  down,  and  some  of  the  road  under  water.  I  send 
to  day  a  bridge  equipage,  and  two  regiments  of  infantry,  to  make  a 
crossing  at  Levison  Creek,  seventeen  miles  from  here,  which  is,  I 
helieve,  the  most  difficult  point  on  the  route.  I  respectfully  suggest, 
that  if  the  cavalry  should  report  to  you  that  the  upper  part  of  the  road 
is  in  good  order,  the  refugees,  of  whom  you  wish  to  disembarrass  yourself, 
might  come  down  under  their  convoy.  Our  supplies  of  commissary 
stores  are  quite  limited,  but  everything  which  we  have  will  be  sent  up 
as  fast  as  possible.  When  General  Schofleld  left  here  a  week  since  he 
told  me  that  a  railroad  construction  party  would  be  here  within  a  day 
or  two,  but  none  has  yet  arrived,  and  consequently  nothing  has  yet 
been  done  to  repair  the  road  from  here  to  Goldsborough.  Two  bridges 
within  ten  miles  of  the  town  were  burned  by  the  enemy.  I  think  that 
I  can  rebuild  one  of  them  with  details  from  my  own  troops,  and  will 
make  a  beginning,  without  waiting  for  the  railroad  men. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFEED  H.  TEKEY, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Provisional  Corps, 

>        Department  of  Nouth  Carolina, 
No.  57.  )  Wilmington,  i\\  C,  March  13,  1865. 

I.  Brevet  Major-General  Ames,  commanding  Second  Division,  Twenty- 
fourth  Army  Corps,  will  detail  from  his  command  two  regiments  of  not 
less  than  600  men  for  duty,  to  report  in  heavy  marching  order  at  the 
market  place  in  Wilmington  at  11  a.  m.  this  day,  with  three  days' 
rations  in  their  haversacks.  The  senior  officer  will  report  at  these  head- 
quarters for  instructions  at  10  a.  m. 

*  ****** 

III.  Maj.  H.  V,  Slosson,  commanding  detachment  Fifteenth  New 
York  Volunteer  Engineers,  will  proceed  with  the  pontoon  train  under  his 
charge  to  Levison  Creek  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver  and 
throw  a  bridge  over  the  creek  at  the  point  where  the  road  to  Elizabeth- 
town  crosses  it,  remaining  at  that  point  until  furthers  orders. 

*  #  ***** 

By  order  of  Mai,  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEEEY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Newport,  March  13, 1865. 
General  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 

I  am  ordered  to  report  to  you  with  two  additional  regiments  of  my 
brigade.  Unless  otherwise  ordered  will  go  into  camp  outside  the  works 
near  my  other  regiments. 

NICHOLAS  W.  DAY, 
Col,  Comdg.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Biv.,  Mneteenth  Army  Corps. 
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Special  Orders,  )       HnyRS.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  G4.  (  Hilton  Head,  IS.  6'.,  March  13,  1865. 

*****  *  * 

II.  The  One  hundred  aud  forty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  are 
hereby  relieved  fioiu  duty  in  the  Northern  District,  Department  of  the 
South,  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.  The  quar- 
termaster's department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

#  *  *  *  If  *  * 

V.  The  Thirty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  is  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  in  the  Northern  Di.strict,  Department  of  the  South,  aud  will  return 
without  delay  to  their  camp  on  Edisto  Island,  S.  0.    The  quartermas- 
ter's department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transx)ortation. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillniore: 

THOENDIKE  D.  HODGES, 
Capt.,  Thirty-fifth   U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  13,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch, 

Comdf/.  Northern  IHst,  Dept.  of  the  South,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform 
you  that  he  has  to  send  three  regiments  of  white  troops  from  your  com- 
mand to  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  wishes  an  aggregate  of  about  1,800 
men,  and  suggests  as  the  best  regiments  the  Fifty-fourth  and  Fifty- 
sixth  New  York  Volunteers  and  the  Fifty-second  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  If,  however,  you  desire  to  keep  any  one  of  these  regi- 
ments you  are  requested  to  inform  these  headquarters  without  delay 
of  the  change  you  make.  The  regiments  must  be  put  in  readiness  for 
immediate  embarkation.  The  transportation  will  be  sent  to  you  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUltGBE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Di^^pari'ment  oii-  the  South 
^,  ,   ^,  ^    ,,  JiiltoH  Head,  8.  C,  March  13,  1865. 

Col.  Stewart  L.  Woodford, 

Comdg.  Post  of  Charleston,  Dept.  of  the  South,  Charleston,  S.  C: 
Colonel:  I  desire  to  state  for  your  information  that  it  is  not  the 
policy  of  this  department  to  foster  the  commercial  interests  of  the  city 
of  Charleston,  and  that  the  only  trade  which  it  is  desirable  to  encour- 
age and  protect  there  is  simply  that  which  is  necessary  to  sunnlv  the 
necessities  of  the  inhabitants,  and  prevent  their  becoming  a  source  of 
expense  to  the  United  States.  The  permanent  garrison  for  Charleston 
will  not  exceed  2  500  men,  that  being  a  suiBcient  force  in  my  ju.lg^nent 
to  preserve  quiet  m  the  city  and  hold  the  forts  and  approaches  thich 
th^Znt  ;  S^'  accumulation  of  large  quantities  of  merchandise  at 
that  point  IS  therefore  to  be  carefully  avoided.  Indeed,  nothing  but 
the  necessaries  ot  life  should  be  allowed  to  come  to  the  place,  and  in 
moderate  quantities.    Without  prescribing  any  special  rules  fofyoS 
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guidance  I  desire  to  impress  upon  your  attention  the  importance  of 
keeping  a  close  Avatcli  upon  trade  and  the  character  of  the  parties 
allowed  to  engage  in  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  TJ.  S.  Forces,  District  of  Savannah, 

iiaranuah,  Ga.,  March  13,  ISOil, 
Assistant  Ad.jtttant-Generai.,  Hdqks.  Dept.  of  the  South-. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  shipment  of  the following-F.HmM 
troops  on  transport  Yazoo  on  the  morning  of  tlie  12th  instant. 


Organization. 


Headquarters  Second  DiTision 
Headquarters  Second  Brig.idc . 

28th  Iowa  Volunteers 

131at  Kew  York  Volunteers  .  - . 

22d  Iowa  Volunteers 

13th  Connecticut  Volunteers . . . 

Total 


Officers. 


Men. 


31 
18 
130 
239 
3;i8 
262 


Horses. 


23: 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  GEOVER, 
Brevet  Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  opposite  FayetteviUe,  Tuesday,  March  14, 1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point : 
Dear  General:  I  am  now  across  Cape  Fear  River  with  nearly 
all  my  army,  save  a  division,  with  orders  to  cross  at  daylight 
to-morrow.  1  shall  then  draw  out  ten  miles  and  begin  my  maneuvers 
for  the  possession  of  Goldsborough,  which  is  all  important  to  our 
future  purposes.  I  was  in  hopes  that  I  could  get  some  shoes  and 
stockings  at  Wilmington,  but  the  tug  Davidson  has  returned  with 
Brigadier-General  Dodge,  chief  quartermaster,  with  word  that  there 
is  no  clothing  there,  but  he  brings  us  some  forage,  sugar,  and  coffee.  I 
can  get  along  for  ten  days,  having  forced  the  army  to  collect  plenty  of 
beef,  and  a  good  deal  of  corn  meal.  1  shall  to-night  move  my  cavalry, 
5,000,  straight  toward  Raleigh,  and  follow  it  with  four  divisions  without 
trains,  and  keep  the  trains  off  toward  the  right  rear.  I  will  hold  Jinother 
four  divisionsln  close  support  and  move  toward  Smithlaud  [Smithtieldj 
or  to  strike  tlie  railroad  half  way  between  Goldsborough  and  Raleigh ; 
then  when  my  trains  are  well  across  toward  the  Neuse  will  move  rapidly 
to  Beunettsville  [Bentonville],  and  afterward,  at  leisure,  move  opposite 
Goldsborough,  open  direct  communication  with  Bcliofield,  who  is 
ordered  to  push  against  Kinstoii  and  Goldsborough.  1  may  cross 
Neuse,  about  Cox's  Bridge,  and  move  into  Goldsborough,  but  will  not 
attempt  it  till  within  close  communication  with  Schofield.  I  have  seut 
full  orders  to  Schofield.  It  will  not  do  to  build  any  determinate  plan 
from  there  till  1  am  in  full  possession  of  Goldsborough.  I  have  ordered 
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Schofleld  aiid  Terry  to  press  toward  Goldsborougli  as  hard  as  possible 
from  the  east  as  I  advance  from  the  southwest.  The  enemy  is  superior 
to  me  in  cavalry,  but  I  can  beat  his  infantry  man  for  man,  and  I  don't 
think  he  can  bring  40,000  men  to  battle.  I  will  force  him  to  guard 
Ealeigh  till  I  have  interposed  between  it  and  Goldsborough.  Weather 
is  now  good,  but  threatens  rain.  We  are  all  well.  Keep  all  parts 
busy  and  I  will  give  the  enemy  no  rest. 

Yours,  trulv, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


'    Hdqes.  Militaky  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  opposite  Fayetteville,  March  14, 1865 — 7  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing : 
General:  I  think  I  have  studied  the  problem  of  the  next  move 
and  will  give  you,  iu  confidence,  its  analysis.  We  must  make  a  strong 
fenit  on  Ealeigh,  and  strike  with  cavalry,  if  possible,  the  road  near 
Smithiield.  I  "take  it  for  granted  that  the  bridge  will  be  too  strongly 
guarded  for  Kilpatrick  to  surprise,  and  therefore  I  will  leave  him  to  dis- 
able that  road,  of  course  only  i>artially,  between  the  Neuse  and  Eureka. 
To  this  end  the  cavalry  will  move  to-niglit  across  the  bridge,  beginning 
at  3  a.m.,  and  will  push  to-morrow  up  the  plank  road  to  about  Averas- 
borough,  Slocum  following  vi^  with  four  disencumbered  divisions  to 
near  the  forks  of  the  road,  moving  his  trains  by  a  cross  road  toward 
Bentonville.  The  next  move  will  be  the  cavalry  to  Elevation,  and  Slo- 
cum will  cross  Black  liiver.  The  next  move  will  bring  Slocum  to  Ben- 
tonville, and  Kilpatrick,  sup])orted  by  a  division  of  infantry,  will  make 
a  dash  for  the  railroad.  This  is  as  far  as  1  will  now  determine.  I  want 
you  to  be  as  near  in  support  as  possible.  I  do  think  it  is  Johnston's 
only  chance  to  meet  this  army  before  an  easy  junction  with  Schofleld 
can  be  effected.  I  would  like  you  to  have  four  divisions  free  to  move 
rapidly  to  the  sound  of  battle  in  the  direction  of  Mingo  Creek  and 
Elevation,  and,  at  any  event,  to  make  a  junction  by  head  of  column 
with  Slocum  at  Bentonville.  Tlie  weatlier  look-:  bad  and  I  fear  we  may 
have  swamps  about  South  River.  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  you  to 
have  fi)ur  divisions  to  get  ahead  of  Slocum's  trains  on  the  direct  road 
from  Fayetteville  to  Bentonville  and  keeping  ahead  of  him  about  five 
or  six  miles  so  as,  iu  case  of  action,  to  come  up  on  his  right.  I  will 
keep  near  Slocum,  and  wish  you  Ao  keep  me  thoroughly  advised  of  the 
position  of  your  troops  and  trains,  and  instead  of  aiming  toward  Fai- 
son's,  rather  look  toward  Dead  Fields  and  Everettsville.  I  think  Col- 
onel Garber  can  give  you  another  boat,  in  which  case  you  had  better 
send  down  a  load  of  prisoners  of  war.  Do  not  fail  to  clear  your  col- 
umns of  tlie  dead  Aveight  by  sending  them  via  Clinton  to  "Wilmington. 
1  do  not  expect  your  head  of  column  to  be  more  than  ten  miles  distant 
from  Fayetteville  to-morrow  night,  but  it  would  be  well  for  a  brigade 
to  secure  the  bridges  across  South  River,  if  not  already  done.  Scho- 
fleld and  Terry  are  now  fully  advised  of  our  whereabouts  and  have 
my  orders.  Their  movements  will  directly  co-operate  with  ours  and  I 
propose  to  make  an  actual  junction  before  crossing  the  Neusc,  unless 
events  and  weather  favor  a  different  course. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee 

Cade's  Plantation,  N.  C,  March  14, 1863—8  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  If  I  Lave  good  luck  I  expect  to  have  everything  over  the 
river  to-night,  and  in  order  to  orgaui/.n  the  light  column  refugee  trains, 
&c.,  will  stretch  out  on  the  roads,  but  will  not  move  my  headquarters. 
I  had  already  issued  my  orders  and  moved  out  one  corps  before  getting 
General  Slociim's  suggestion.  I  therefore  proposed  to  him  to  send 
Logan's  surplus  trains  on  lower  route  through  Clinton,  and  have  his 
surplus  trains  follow  the  four  light  divisions  along  the  road  via  Bea- 
mau's  Cross-Eoads.  This  will  open  the  direct  road  to  Bentonville  to 
General  Slocum  for  his  light  column,  and  I  will  have  a  good  force 
always  within  supporting  distance.  He  did  not  send  me  word  whether 
this  was  satisfactory.  We  have,  however,  interchanged  our  respective 
orders  of  march. 


EespectfuUy, 


O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- General. 


Special       ^         Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  60.  )  Cade's  Plantation,  N.  C,  March  Id,  1865. 

I.  As  soon  as  everything  is  well  across  Cape  Fear  liiver  the  com- 
mand will  move  forward  in  the  following  order:  The  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  Ma;].  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  move  on  the  road 
leading  to  Faison's  Depot  via  Beaman's  Cross-Eoads.  The  divisions 
will  move  with  only  the  difl'erent  headquarters  and  regimental  trains 
and  ten  ammunition  wagons  for  each  division.  The  remaining  supply, 
ordnance,  and  other  trains  will  bo  consolidated  and  move  in  rear  of 
the  column  with  suflftcient  guard.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj. 
Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  move  on  the  road  leading  to  Faison's 
Depot  via  Clinton.  On  the  first  day's  march  each  head  of  column  will 
reach  and  prepare  the  crossing  over  South  Eiver.  A  portion  of  the 
train  from  these  headquarters  will  move  witli  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps.  The  remainder  will  move  with  lieadquarters  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps.  The  pontoon  train  will  also  move  with  the  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps. 

w  *  *  *  *  _  #  * 

y .  lu  accordance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  Military  Divis- 
ion of  the  Mississippi,  all  refugees,  wliite  and  black,  now  encumbering 
the  army,  will  be  assembled  near  tlie  headquarters  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  with  such  animals  and  wagons  as  can  be  spared,  and 
organized  under  the  sHi)ervisionoi*Col.  James  Wilson,  provost-marshal- 
general  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  into  a  train  to  pro- 
ceed to  Wilmington,  N.  C.  A  guard  of  fifty  men,  to  be  composed  of 
men  entitled  to  discharges  or  furloughs,  ])roperly  armed,  provided  with 
their  papers  to  take  efiect  at  Wilmington,  will  be  sent  from  each  corps. 
A  small  supply  of  flour,  bacon,  and  beef-cattle  will  oe  furnished  to  the 
train  guard. 

******* 

By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No  68.  ]  Near  FayetUville,  N.  C,  March  14, 1865. 

I.  In  anticipation  of  the  movement  on  Goldsborough,  N.  C,  all  trans- 
portation of  tke  several  divisions  of  the  corps  other  than  the  respec- 
tive headqnarters  and  regimental  teams,  twelve  ordnance  Avagons  from 
each  division,  and  the  ambulance  corps,  will  be  organized  in  one  train, 
under  supervision  of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  corps,  and  with  a 
sufficient  guard  will  move  in  rear  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  to 
P'aison's  i)epot,  on  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Eailroad.  Corps 
headquarters  supply  train  will  move  with  this  column.  Each  division 
commander  wdl  detail  one  regiment  for  train  guard,  to  report  to  Brevet 
Brigadier-General  Woods,  whose  brigade  is  assigned  to  the  duty  of 
guarding  the  whole  train  of  the  corps.  The  trains  will  be  organized 
and  the  regiments  will  report  to-morrow  morning. 

II.  The  troops  Avill  move  in  light  order,  with  live  days'  rations,  two 
of  which  will  be  carried  in  the  regimental  wagons. 

III.  All  refugees,  white  and  black,  will  be  organized  in  detachments 
by  divisions,  and  will  report  in  such  organization  to  MaJ.  Frank  C.  Gil- 
lette, provost  of  the  cordis.  They  will  be  supplied  with  means  of  trans- 
portation and  subsistence,  and  M'ill  move  to  the  point  of  rendezvous 
as  soon  as  their  camj)  may  be  established.  All  unauthorized  camp 
followers  will  be  included  in  the  term  "refugee,"  and  will  be  swept  from 
the  corps  and  sent  to  Wilmington  in  the  train  organized. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan : 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
East  side  Cape  Fear  River,  near  Pontoon  Crossing,  March  14, 1805. 
Maj.  jMax.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  Genera  1  : 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that,  in  compliance  with  your  instruc- 
tions, I  moved  out  about  2  o'clock  this  p.  m.,  following  the  Third  Divis- 
ion. I  did  not  succeed  in  getting  the  pontoon  bridge  until  10  o'clo(!k 
this  p.m.,  and  my  command  is  still  crossing  (12  m.),  going  into  cainp 
about  one  mile  from  the  river.  1  will  not  be  over  before  2  o'clock  in 
the  morning. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 

Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  1st  Div.,  Ioth  Army  Corps, 

^"-  *^-  1  Near  FuyetteviUe,  N.  V,.,  March  14,  1865. 

III.  Ill  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  OS,  headquarters  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  of  today's  date,  all  the  transportation  of  the  division 
except  the  respective  headquarters  and  regimental  teams,  twelve  ord- 
nance wagons,  and  the  ambulance  train,  will  organize  into  one  tram 
to-morrow  aiul  unite  with  the  ti'ains  of  the  army  corps  that,  under  the 
supervision  ot  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fort,  march  in  rear  of  Seventeenth 
Corps. 
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IV.  All  refugees,  both  white  and  black,  in  the  command  will  be 
organized  into  detachments  under  tlie  direc;tiou  of  Cant.  George  A 
Henry,  provost-marslial  at  these  headquarters.  He  will  cause  them 
when  so  organized,  to  report  to  Maj.  Frank  0.  Gillette,  provost-marshal 
of  the  corps.  Captain  Henry  will  also  furnish  transportation  for  the 
refugees  connected  with  this  division  (in  all  13.3),  and  to  that  end  all 
wagons,  buggies,  and  vehicles  of  every  description  that  have  been  cap- 
tured during  the  campaign  that  are  now  with  the  division,  together 
with  their  animals,  will  be  turned  over  to  him  by  brigade  and  detach- 
ment commanders  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morning.  During  the 
coming  move  regiments  will  be  allowed  but  one  regimental  wagon. 

V.  The  division  commissary  will  issue  to  the  troops  of  the  command 
early  to-morrow  morning  three  days'  rations  of  bread,  to  last  five  [days], 
and  the  usual  rations  of  sugar,  coffee,  &c.  He  will  issue  to  the  refu- 
gees of  the  division  three  days'  rations  of  meal,  one  day's  salt  meat, 
two  days'  pork,  and  four  days'  rations  of  meat  on  the  hoof.  His  cattle 
will  be  driven  with  the  infantry  column. 

VI.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Phillips,  commanding  division  pioneer  corps,  will 
direct  Lieutenant  Shafer  to  report  with  one-half  the  corps  to-morrow 
morning  to  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Woods,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade, apportioning  to  him  such  teams  and  tools  as  he  may  need  in 
assisting  our  train  through  toward  Faison's  Depot. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  FrPTEENTH  Army  Corps, 

March  14, 1805. 
Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 
General:  At  tlie  suggestion  of  Major-General  Howard  the  general 
commanding  requests  that  you  will  perfect  the  organization  of  your 
refugees  into  detachments,  in  order  that  the  first  opportunity  offering 
may  be  seized  to  send  them  to  Wilmington.  We  may  be  able  to  ship 
them,  but  fear  that  they  will  have  to  march. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Wear  Fayetteville,  JV.  G.,  March  Id,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  in  front  of 
Fayetteville  to-day  at  3.30  p.  ni.;  moved  to  the  lower  pontoon  bridge, 
where  it  commenced  crossing  at  5  p.  m.  It  is  now  encamped  one  mile 
and  a  half  east  of  that  bridge.  My  headquarters  are  in  the  midst 
of  the  camp.  Tlie  daily  reports  due,  referred  to  in  a  note  of  this  date, 
will  be  furnished  as  soon  as  they  can  be  made  up. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqks.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps 

Warsatc  Road,  JSf.  C,  March  14, 1865. 

Mai.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  AdjutanPtieneral,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major-  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  moved  at  3 
p  m.  Halted  at  Cape  Fear  Eiver  one  hour,  then  crossed  on  pontoon 
bridge.  At  this  point  the  refugees,  surplus  negroes,  and  animals  were 
left  behind.  The  command  moved  out  to  the  Warsaw  road  two  miles, 
where  camped,  having  marched  four  miles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   i3.  ll-A.Zfii(JN , 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  14, 1865. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  on 
plank  road  two  miles  west  of  Fayetteville  at  31  this  a.  m.  and  moved, 
crossing  Cape  Fear  Eiver  on  pontoon  bridge,  out  on  Goldsborough  road 
one  mile  east  of  Fayetteville.  The  column  commenced  crossing  the 
river  at  5.30  p.  m.  The  rear  guard  passed  over  at  8.45  p.  m.  Much 
delay  was  caused  by  the  rapid  falling  of  the  water.  The  command  is 
encamped  in  line  on  north  side  of  the  road,  fronting  east.  These  head- 
quarters are  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and  opposite  the  right  flank 
of  the  division. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Gape  Fear  River,  N.  C,  March  14,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  division  this  instant :  Pursuant  to  orders  from  corps  head- 
quarters, I  broke  camp  at  daylight,  moving  to  the  pontoons  across 
Cape  Fear  Eiver,  which  I  found,  at  9  a.  m.,  still  occupied  by  the  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps,  and  undergoing  repairs.  I  did  not  succeed  in 
getting  possession  of  the  bridge  until  12.30  j).  m.,  at  which  hour  my 
command  commenced  crossing,  and  encamped  for  the  night  nearly  in 
rear  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  about  two  miles  distant  from  the 
river.  Owhig  to  the  great  number  of  refugees  traveling  with  my  com 
mand,  exceeding  1,100,  who  have  been  subsisted  during  past  twenty- 
three  days,  besides  the  draft  upon  my  stores  for  four  days'  rations 
during  their  transit  to  Wilmington,  I  find  the  supplies  of  my  division 
reduced  to  something  like  eight  days'  on  hand,  including  four  of  hard 
bread.  A  portion  of  my  hard  bread  became  damaged  during  the  storm 
on  the  night  of  the  9th  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 
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Special        )    Hdqes.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  '>  In  the  Field,  on  Cape  Fear  River,  W.  C, 

No.  43.  )  March  14, 1865. 

*****  #  # 

II.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  inarch  at  9  a.  ra.  to-morrow,  the 
15th  instant,  in  the  direction  of  Beaman's  Cross-Eoads,  the  First 
Brigade  in  advance,  followed  by  the  Second  Brigade,  the  Third  Bri- 
gade in  rear  and  closing  the  column.  Trains  as  follows :  Twelve  wagons 
of  ordnance,  followed  by  ambulances  and  hospital  train,  with  brigade 
trains  in  rear  of  hospital  train,  in  same  order  as  brigades.  Headquar- 
ters teams  of  the  division  will  enter  the  column  of  trains  wherever  they 
may  strike  it;  pioneer  wagons  in  rear  of  all  trains.  The  supply  train 
and  surplus  ordnance  will  remain  in  park  in  charge  of  Captain 
Benjamin,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  under  guard  of  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  already  detailed  for  that  purpose,  ready  to  join 
the  column  to  move  in  rear  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps.  The  officer  in 
command  of  guard  will  report  to  Colonel  Fort,  chief  quartermaster  of 
the  corps,  the  position  of  the  park  early  in  the  morning.  Troops  will 
march  by  the  side  of  the  trains,  as  heretofore,  with  two  regiments  as 
an  advance  and  two  as  a  rear  guard. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EYERIES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqtjarteks  Seventh  Illinois, 

Tn  the  Field,  If.  C,  March  14,  1865. 
Major  WooDHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  state  that  the  Seventh  Illinois  is  encamped 
one  mile  from  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  on  right-hand  side  of  road  from 
pontoon  bridge.  At  1  p.  m.  moved  out  on  the  (Joldsborough  road 
with  Twenty-ninth  Missouri.  Ten  miles  outcameupon  a  squad  of  rebel 
cavalrymen,  who  fired  upon  our  advance  and  retreated.  Followed 
them  for  two  miles,  but  found  nothing  to  stop  our  advancing;  0  p.  m. 
returned  and  went  into  camp,  in  above  mentioned  localities. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  HECTOK  PEEEIN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Mounted  Infantry. 


Headquauters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  14, 1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Perrin, 

Commanding  Seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry: 
Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  move  your  command  to  morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock  out  on  the 
road  leading  to  Beaman's  Cross-Eoads,  in  advance  of  General  Corse, 
encamping  at  night  with  General  Corse's  division.  You  will  take  all 
your  camp  equipage,  &c.,  with  you. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  »        J       ^  MX^.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Hear  Cafe  Fear  Biver,  March  14,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blaik, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Corps: 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  to 
you  that,  owing  to  the  change  that  has  been  ordered  in  the  movement 
of  the  trains.  General  Logan  will  not  be  able  to  start  his  column  before 
9  a  ni  to-morrow.  The  general  commanding  desires  that  you  push 
forward  with  your  command  to  South  Kiver,  but  does  not  wish  yon  to 
cross  your  troops  except  to  make  a  bridge  head  until  all  the  surplus 
trains  ordered  to  move  by  the  lower  road  have  closed  up  compactly  on 

your  command.  .  o     .n  la- 

The  general  wishes  you  to  prepare  the  crossing  over  South  Uiver  as 
soon  after  you  reach  that  point  as  possible,  but  not  to  cross  your  com_ 
maud.  If  you  should  deem  it  necessary  to  throw  over  a  portion  ot 
your  corps  in  order  to  make  a  bridge-head  and  secure  the  crossing,  ot 
course  j'ou  would  do  so.  -u  a-     t. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

^®''''''"*'  WM.  E.  STEONG, 

Andistant  Inspector-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  65.  )  Near  Fayefteville,  N.  C,  March  14, 1865. 

The  command  will  move  to  South  Eiver,  on  the  Clinton  road, 
to-morrow.  Ma,i.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will 
have  the  advance  and  will  move  forward  at  7  a.  m.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G. 
A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  follow  the  First  Division. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow  the 
Fourth  Division.  The  jSfintli  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move  out 
on  the  roiid  at  G.30  o'clock.  Tlie  troops  will,  if  practicable,  move  on  the 
right  of  the  train. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  cause 
to  be  detailed  from  his  command  fifty  men  under  charge  of  a  good  officer 
for  guard  to  a  refugee  train  to  Wilmington.  They  will  report  at  C  a.  m. 
to-morrow  to  Colonel  Wilson,  provost-marshal- general  Department  and 
Army  of  theTennessee,atdepartment headquarters  near  the  pontoons. 
The  Inen  will  be  selected  from  among  those  whose  term  of  service  has 
expired,  and  if  General  Force  has  more  than  fifty  of  such  men  he  may 
send  not  to  exceed  seventy-five.  These  men  will  be  provided  with  their 
muster-out  papers  complete,  which  will  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  officer 
commanding,  who  will  also  become  responsible  for  the  arms  of  the  men. 
Upon  arriving  at  Wilmington  they  will  report  to  Captain  Ide,  commis- 
sary of  musters.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  or  Lieutenant 
Noyes,  assistant  commissary  of  musters.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps  (one  of  whom  will  most  probably  be  there),  for  muster  out. 
If  the  above-named  officers  are  not  at  Wilmington,  the  officer  in  com- 
mand will  jjroceed  to  New  Berne,  N.  C,  with  his  detachment  and  there 
await  the  arrival  of  the  corps  at  its  destination. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps 

No.  59.  f  Near  Fayettcville,  N.  C,  March  14,  'l865. 

I.  Thiscommand  Tvill  move  to  South  Eiveron  Clinton  road  to-morrow, 
followinjj  First  and  Fourth  Divisions.  Tlie  First  Brigade,  Col.  C. 
Fairchild  commanding,  will  have  the  advance,  being  prepared  to  move 
at  9  a.  m.  The  Fifteenth  Ohio  Ba^ttery,  Lieut.  L.  Bailey  commanding, 
wdl  follow  the  First  Brigade.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles 
commanding,  Avill  follow  the  batteiy,  detailing  one  regiment  for  rear 
guard.    If  practicable  the  troops  will  move  on  right  of  train. 

*  *  *  *  #  # 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force : 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  opposite  Fayetteville,  March  14,  1865. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing : 
General  :  I  have  notified  General  Howard  that  to-morrow  night 
your  head  of  column  would  be  near  the  cross-roads  above  Kyle's  Land- 
ing, the  next  day  across  Black  Eiver  near  Mingo,  and  third  day  near 
Bentonville,  and  have  instructed  him  to  have  four  divisions  in  easy 
sup]jort,  and  a  little  in  advance  of  yon,  say  five  or  six  miles,  so  that  on 
receiving  orders  or  hearing  battle  he  may  come  promptly  up  on  your 
right.  I  think  Colonel  Garber  can  promise  you  another  boat,  in  which 
case  it  would  be  well  to  send  to  Wilmington  your  prisoners  of  war. 
You  might  leave  them  to  morrow  where  the  gun-boat  lies,  two  miles 
below  General  Howard's  bridge,  and  the  guard,  if  unable  to  overtake 
you  the  day  after  to-morrow,  could  follow  direct  to  Bentonville.  I  want 
the  three  first  marches  to  be  made  with  prudence  and  deliberation.  I 
am  willing  to  accept  battle  with  Johnston's  concentrated  force,  but 
would  not  attack  him  in  position  until  I  make  junction  with  General 
Schofield. 

1  am,  truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-Gencral,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army-  of  Georgia, 

]Sro.  27.  )  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  14, 1865. 

I.  Two  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  unencumbered  by 
wagons  (except  headquarters  wagons  and  a  sufiBcient  number  of  infantry 
ammunition  wagons  to  transport  forty  rounds  per  man),  will  move  with 
three  batteries  of  artillery  to-morrow,  March  15,  to  the  cross-roads 
north  of  Taylor's  Hole  Creek, 

II.  Two  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  with  artillery  and 
wagons  as  above  mentioned,  will  move  to  and  encamp  to-morrow  night 
at  Taylor's  Hole  Creek. 

III.  The  trains  of  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  with  all  the  pontoon 
train  not  now  in  use,  will  be  moved  in  charge  of  one  division  by  a  road, 
south  of  the  road  leading  from  Kingsbury  to  Bentonville,  to  South 
Eiver,  and,  if  possible,  they  will  encamp  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 
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All  empty  wagons  of  the  corps  will  be  left  near  Fayetteville,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  forward  such  supplies  as  may  come  to  this  place 
prior  to  the  16th  instant.  ,  _  ^  -^  j.,  •„ 

IV  On  the  ICth,  the  unencumbered  divisions  of  both  corps  will 
move  to  a  point  near  Bentonville,  the  trains  of  the  Twentieth  Army 
Corps  being  on  the  same  day  moved  to  a  point  near  Troublefleld's  Store, 
and  the  trains  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  in  charge  of  Baird's 
division,  being  moved  to  South  Eiver  on  the  road  taken  by  the  trains 
of  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 

V.  Strong  pioneer  parties  will  accompany  the  wagon  trains,  but 
each  unencumbered  division  will  take  with  it  one  wagon  of  intrench- 
ing tools 

By  com.mand  of  Mai.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 
^  ROBT.  P.  DBCHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Oedeks,  )  Hdqrs.  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  21.  j  Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  14, 1865. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows :  The  First  and  Second 
Divisions,  accompanied  by  their  artillery,  headquarters  and  regimental 
wagons,  ambulance  trains,  and  a  suffl<;ient  number  of  animunitiou 
wagons  to  transport  forty  rounds  of  ammunition,  in  addition  to  the 
forty  in  the  cartridge-boxes  (the  remainder  of  the  trains  being  reported 
by  the  division  quartermasters  to  Brevet  Major-General  Baird,  com- 
manding Third  Division),  will  march,  General  Morgan  at  9  a.  m.  and 
General  Carlin  at  10  a.  m.,  upon  the  direct  road  to  Averasborough,  in 
rear  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  and  will  encamp  to-morrow  night  beyond 
Taylor's  Hole  Creek,  upon  ground  which  will  be  designated.  One 
wagon,  loaded  with  pioneer  tools,  will  accouii^any  each  division.  Major 
Hough taling,  chief  of  artillery  (directing  his  ammunition  train  to  be 
reported  to  Brevet  Major-General  Baird),  will  move  his  reserve  battery 
under  the  direction  of  General  Morgan.  Corps  headquarters  will  move 
with  General  Carlin's  division.  General  Baird,  remaining  in  Fayette- 
ville, to-morrow  will  take  charge  of  the  trains  of  the  corps,  and  the 
following  day  will  move  them  with  his  division,  as  directed  in  the 
order  from  wing  headquarters,  a  copy  of  which  is  sent  him  with  this.* 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Fayettevilte,  N.  C,  March  14, 1865. 
In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  Georgia,  all 
refugees,  white  and  black,  that  encumber  the  army  are  to  be  sent  from 
this  point  to  Wilmington.  Division  commanders  will  therefore  at  once 
have  their  provost-marshals  collect  all  negroes  within  the  limits  of 
their  respective  commands  that  are  not  needed  with  the  column,  and  turn 
them  over  to-day,  if  possible,  to  Maior  Parks,  provost-marshal  of  this 
corps.  Captain  Whittelsey  will  select  such  wagons,  captured  or  public, 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  movement  of  these  people,  and  turn  them 
over  to  Major  Parks,  provost-marshal,  to-night.  Captain  Balloch, 
chief  commissary,  will  furnish  the  train  with  a  small  supply  of  flour, 

*  Seo  nextj  ante. 
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bacon,  and  beef-cattle.  Each  division  commander  will  detail  from  his 
command  fifteen  men,  under  proper  non-commissioned  officers,  to  report 
to-day  to  Major  Parks,  provost-marshal  at  these  headquarters,  for  duty 
as  guard  for  these  refugees  to  Wilmington.  In  making  this  detaU 
escaped  prisoners  and  men  whose  term  of  service  has  nearly  expired 
will  be  selected.  They  will  all  report  with  arms  and  equipments. 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYBR, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Okders.1  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  JV.  C,  March  14, 1865. 
The  Third  and  First  Divisions,  with  their  headquarters  trains,  will 
march  to-morrow  (the  Third  preceding)  across  Taylor's  Hole  (keek. 
General  Ward  will  start  his  column  at  6.30  a.  m.,  General  Jackson 
starting  in  season  to  close  up  to  the  Third  Division.  Each  of  these 
divisions  will  take  with  them  ammunition  wagons  enough  to  carry, 
with  what  the  men  carry  on  their  persons,  10!)  rounds  to  each  man. 
Each  division  will  take  care  of  its  own  trains.  Three  batteries  will 
accompany  these  divisions,  one  marching  in  rear  of  General  Ward's 
advanced  brigade,  the  other  two  in  rear  of  the  troops  of  the  Third 
Division.  General  Geary,  with  the  Second  Division,  will  take  charge  of 
the  trains  of  the  corps  and  march  them  across  South  Eiver  on  a  road 
parallel  to  and  south  of  the  Kingsbury  and  Benton ville  road,  thence 
on  the  day  following  to  the  vicinity  of  Troublefleld's  Store.  One  bat- 
tery of  artillery  will  report  to  General  Geary  to  march  with  the  train. 
That  portion  of  the  pontoon  train  not  needed  for  the  bridge  across 
Cape  Fear  Eiverwill  report  to  General  Geary,  at  his  headquarters,  at  8  a. 
m  to-morrow,  to  march  with  this  train.  In  case  the  Micliigan  Engineers 
accompany  this  corps,  one  battalion  with  half  of  their  train  will  accom- 
pany the  troops  and  will  inarch  between  the  Third  and  First  Divisions, 
immediately  in  rear  of  the  artillery,  starting  at  6.30  a.  ni.  The  other 
battalion  with  the  balance  of  the  engineer  train  will  report  to  General 
Geary,  to  march  with  the  train. 

General  Ward  and  General  Jackson  will  each  take  with  them  one  of 
their  brigade  pioneer  corps  and  one  wagonload  of  intrenching  tools, 
leaving  the  balance  of  their  pioneers  and  tools  with  tlieir  trains.  AU 
of  the  ambulances  of  the  Third  and  First  Divisions  that  can  be 
emptied  will  accompany  the  divisions. 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  WiUiam^^^   mOTEK 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special       )         Headquarters  Second  Division, 
FIELD  Orders,  i  „  Twentieth  Army  Corps 

■^Q  26.  )  Near  Fayetteville,  N.  G.,  March  14, 1865. 

The  forward  movement  of  the  army  will  be  resumed  to-morrow 
For  several  days  the  division  will  be  detached,  and  will  march  as  escort 
to  the  entire  corps  train. 

#*♦**" 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  ^-eary  :^   poEBES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  DiyiyiON,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  N.^  C,  March  14, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Twentieth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  General  Cogswell  bas  returDcd  from  the  reconnaissance 
ordered  this  moniiiiff.  He  ((general  C),  with  four  regiments,  marched 
on  the  road  to  Black  River,  lound  Butler's  cavalry  division  at  the 
river,  diove  them  across,  but  did  not  attempt  to  dislodge  them,  as  they 
had  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  it  -would  have  caused  him  to  engage 
his  line  of  battle.  Lieutenaut-Colouel  Buckingham,  Twentieth  Con- 
necticut, with  three  regiments,  marched  on  the  road  to  Taylor's  Hole 
Creek.  Found  the  enemy  at  Silver  Eun  Creek,  two  miles  this  side  of 
Taylor's  Hole.  The  enemy,  two  brigades  of  Wheeler's  cavalry,  was  in 
barricades.  The  skirmish  line  could  not  dislodge  them,  and  Colonel  B. 
was  ordered  not  to  use  his  line  of  battle.  He  says  that  he  could  have 
driven  them  could  he  h.ive  used  bis  entire  force.  Casualties,  1  officer 
wounded,  1  enlisted  man  killed  and  2  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  T.  WARD, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division, 


Hbadquaeteks  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

March  14,  1865. 
General-  Ward,  Commanding,  (&c.: 

General  :  Orders  just  received  from  General  Sherman  state  that  the 
cavalry  are  to  commence  crossing  the  pontoon  bridge  at  3  a.  m.  to- 
morrow morning,  and  that  they  are  to  precede  our  column.  Therefore 
the  general  commanding  directs  that  you  give  them  the  right  of  way. 
In  case  they  have  not  all  passed  at  6.30  you  will  have  to  delay  your 
movement  till  they  pass  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hbqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  Arm\'  of  the  Ohio, 

„,,,,„  In  the  Field,  Kinston,  March  14, 1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  ' 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Sir:  Soon  sifter  the  capture  of  Wilmington  I  received  a  letter  from 
the  Adjutant-General  condemning  my  use  of  the  steamer  Spauldinjr  for 
my  quarters,  and  inclosing  an  order  of  the  W^ar  Department  on  the 
"T^T-^r  A  \^?  not  before  aware  of  the  existence  of  such  an  order 
If  I  had  been  I  I'ope  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  I  would  not 
have  disobeyed  it.  Wheai  the  order  was  received  I  had  already  discon- 
tuiued  the  use  of  the  steamer,  and  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  make 
any  reply  to  the  letter  from  the  Adjutant-General.  But  I  have  been 
informed  that  the  circumstances  were  misunderstood  by  you  and  I 
desire  simply  to  place  the  matter  in  its  proper  light.  I  arrived  in  Cape 
Fear  River  without  tents,  wagons,  and  the  few  wagons  there  and  even 
now  in  the  department  were  insufficient  to  haul  supplies  to  the  troops 
I  had  no  means  of  living  on  shore,  nor  of  moving  my  camp  if  I  had  one 
Almost  constant  use  of  a  steamer  was  a  necessity  to  me.  The  troops 
were  operating  on  both^des^f  jhe^river.  I  had  to  keep  habitually  in 
*  See  Townscnd  to  Solinfiplfl  Fa1.i-i'..-y?|3  n..'^/ts, 
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commniiication  with  both  columus,  and  to  join  either  quickly  Avben  cir 
cumstaiices  required  my  preseuce  on  that  part  of  the  field.    This  could 
not  have  been  done  in  any  other  way  than  the  one  I  adopted,  and  even 
in  that  way  it  was  very  ditQcult.    I  was  always  on  shore  when  important 
operations  were  going  on  only  on  one  side  of  the  river,  and  often  until 
lute  at  night.    On  one  occasion  I  rowed  ashore  a  mile  iu  a  small  boat, 
and  then  rode  to  a  distant  camp  late  at  night  to  learn  the  exact  situa- 
tion and  decide  upon  the  next  day's  operations,  thus  accomplishing  by 
a  hard  night's  work  what  I  could  not  have  done  at  all  had  1  been  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river.    It  is  now  certain  that  the  operations  of  the 
21st  would  have  failed  instead  of  resulting  in  the  capture  of  Wilming 
ton,  if  I  had  been  with  either  column,  instead  of  where  I  could  commu- 
nicate with  both  iu  a  reasonable  time.    AH  the  steamers  in  the  harbor 
were  fully  occupied  except  the  Spaulding,  which  was  lying  idle  without 
a  single  sick  or  wounded  man  on  board,  and  was  of  no  use  but  to  fur- 
nish quarters  for  three  assistant  surgeons,  who  had  nothing  to  do  but 
lounge  in  the  steamer's  cabin.    The  only  evil  resulting  from  my  use  of 
the  Spaulding  was  by  depriving  the  three  medical  officers  of  a  portion 
of  their  superior  quarters.    It  did  not  in  the  least  divert  the  steamer 
from  its  legitimate  use,  but  on  the  contrary  facilitated  its  use  as  a  hos- 
pital, as  it  gradually  became  desirable  to  so  use  it,  for  by  keeping  it 
with  me  as  near  the  troops  as  possible  I  was  able  to,  and  did,  have  the 
wounded  brought  off  in  small  boats  and  properly  cared  for  on  the 
steamer  immediately  after  each  engagement.    My  use  of  the  steamer 
was  in  violation,  though  unintentional,  of  your  orders.    This  I  regret, 
and  offer  mv  apologies  for  it.    Had  the  assistant  surgeons  in  charge  of 
the  boat  shown  the  ordinary  civilities  common  among  gentlemen,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  respect  due  to  a  military  superior,  1  would  probably  not 
have  been  left  iu  ignorance  of  the  order  I  was  about  to  violate.    I  went 
aboard  of  the  Spaulding  with  a  single  staff  officer,  cold  and  sick,  after  an 
uncomfortable  sea  voyage,  and  after  seeking  in  vain  for  other  quarters. 
The  medical  officers  on  board  did  not  even  extend  the  greeting  common 
among  gentlemen,  much  less  invite  me  to  take  a  seat  or  bed  in  tlieir 
comfortable  cabin,  but  left  me  to  such  accommodations  as  the  gentle- 
manly captain  of  the  vessel  was  able  to  furnish  out  of  the  small  propor- 
tion remaining  under  his  control.     Under  the  circumstances  I  have  no 
regret  for  the  slight  inconvenience  caused  them,  and  which  they  have 
made  the  occasion  of  a  report  to  the  Surgeon-General,  which  at  least  it 
is  fair  to  presume  from  the  result  was  not  a  just  statement  ot  the  facts. 
While  1  do  not  desire  that  this  explanation  be  regarded  as  unofficial, 
I  wish  to  be  understood  as  making  it  purely  out  of  regard  for  your  good 
o])inion  jjersonally,  and  to  show  you  that  I  have  not  intentionally  dis- 
regarded your  orders,  nor  done  anything  prejudicial  to  the  pubhc  inter- 
ests. ,    ,.  , 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headqx-akters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Kinston,  March  Id,  1805. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  „.,„..      n:     t>  ■  *   v„ 

Commandiug  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Foxnt,  \a.. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  occupied  Kinston  this 
morning  without  opposition.    The  bridge  across  the  Neuse  is  burned, 
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and  the  iroii-clad  ram  is  partially  snnk,  and  is  still  burning.  The  enemy 
left  two  heavy  guns  and  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  in  the  works  at 
the  bridge.  These  works  are  as  formidable  as  any  I  have  yet  seen.  I 
have  ordered  up  light  steamers  from  New  Berne  with  supplies,  and  have 
put  a  large  force  upon  the  railroad  to  help  the  construction  corps  to 
push  the  road  through  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

JUy  present  information  is  that  the  enemy  is  moving  his  stores  from 
Goldsborough  to  Ealeigh,  and  preparing  to  concentrate  all  his  force  at 
that  place.  The  general  impression  is  that  Sherman  is  moving  fiom 
Fayetteville  straight  for  Ealeigh,  and  no  doubt  that  will  be  the  appear- 
ance, at  least,  of  his  movement.  It  is  probable  that  1  can  occupy 
Goldsborough  at  any  time  when  I  can  supply  myself  there.  Yet  the 
enemy  will  doubtless  renew  the  attempt  he  made  on  the  8th  and  10th 
as  soon  as  I  get  near  enough  for  Johnston  to  strike  me  with  his  com- 
bined forces  and  then  recover  his  position  in  front  of  Sherman.  This 
I  will  have  to  look  out  for,  and  yet  I  must  push  the  enemy  all  I  can,  to 
diminish  the  resistance  in  Sherman's  front.  My  aim  will  be  to  occupy 
Goldsborough  about  the  20th  instant,  and  then  open  communication 
with  Sherman.  This  will  be  easy,  if  he,  after  threatening  Raleigh, 
marches  rapidly  for  Goldsborough,  as  seems  to  be  his  plan.  Bragg  had 
here  Hoke's  division,  Lee's  corps,  and  a  part  of  Stewart's  corps — 1  think 
about  15,000  men.  The  remainder  of  Johnston's  army,  including  Har- 
dee's force,  I  presume  to  be  in  front  of  Sherman.  The  whole,  I  suppose, 
amounts  to  about  30,000,  if  Lee  has  not  sent  any  troops  from  Richmond 
recently.  Terry  is  ordered  to  join  me  with  such  force  as  can  be  spared 
from  Wilmington,  as  soon  as  he  can  get  wagons  enough  to  bring  him 
through,  but  he  will  hardly  reach  me  before  I  unite  with  Sherman.  I 
apprehend  the  greatest  difficulty  will  be  the  matter  of  supplies.  We 
can.hardly  do  more  than  get  the  railroad  done  to  Kinston  by  the  20th. 
How  much  damage  is  done  beyond  this  place  I  have  not  learned,  but  it 
is  no  doubt  considerable.  If  Sherman  reaches  Goldsborough  by  the 
20th  he  will  probably  have  to  send  his  wagons  to  Kinston  for  supi)lies. 
I  have  barely  teams  enough  to  haul  supplies  for  my  troops  three  or  four 
miles,  and  have  to  use  the  same  teams  to  haul  my  pontoon  train.  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  the  latter  to  the  river,  but  had  to  repair 
the  trestle-bridge  before  I  could  cross.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
seems  impossible  to  make  my  junction  with  Sherman  beyond  Golds- 
borough in  any  event,  and  I  think  I  am  right  in  making  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  road  the  primary  object  instead  of  trying  to  push  forward 
my  troops  more  rapidly  than  the  road  progresses.  A  few  days  ago 
General  Hoke  sent  a  proposition  to  General  Cox  to  exchange  prisoners 
which,  by  my  direction,  the  latter  declined.  I  do  not  understand  that 
I  am  authorized  to  deliver  prisoners,  although  I  am  to  receive  them  • 
and  there  are  important  reasons  why  it  should  not  be  done  here  But 
1  respectfully  request  to  be  informed  of  your  wishes  on  the  subject 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  " 

J.  M.  SOHOFIELD, 

Major-Ge7ieral. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 

in  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Tuesday,  March  J4,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Commanding  at  New  Berne : 

General:  lam  now  across  Cape  Fear  River,  and  tomorrow  shall 
draw  out  ten  miles  and  next  day,  if  weather  is  favorable,  will  begin  to 
maneuver  on  Goldsborough.  I  shall  feign  strong  on  Raleigh  bv 
approaching,  and,  it  may  be,  striking  the  railroad  half  way  bitweeu 
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GoldBboroTigh  and  Ealeigh;  then,  as  soon  as  the  wagons  are  well 
toward  Faison's,  will  swing  rapidly  in  front  of  Goldsborough,  but  will 
not  cross  the  Neuse  till  I  hear  from  you.  You  must  push  vigorously 
toward  Kinston  and  Goldsborough  with  the  absolute  certainty  that  I 
will  engage  the  attention  of  Joe  Johnston's  army  to  the  west  and  south- 
west of  Goldsborough.  Let  the  railroad  construction  party  push  its 
work  at  least  as  far  as  Kinston.  I  want  you  to  draw  up  Terry's  force 
also,  either  by  water  or  by  a  land  march.  The  latter  will  be  best.  On 
making  a  junction,  I  can  spare  General  Terry  200  wagons  and  you  300. 
I  think  we  have  transportation  enough  for  100,000  men.  Be  sure  to 
accumulate  food  for  my  army,  and  especially  clothing.  Tell  General 
Easton  we  will  need  at  least  100,000  suits  of  clothing.  Our  animals 
are  in  good  condition,  and  have  been  accustomed  to  a  full  ration  of 
fodder.  They  will  wail  piteously  if  put  on  a  mere  grain  ration.  If  not 
delayed  much  at  Goldsborough  we  can  soon  gain  a  good  fodder  country. 
Ton  must  now  push  as  boldly  as  possible  straight  on  Goldsboroughj 
and  I  will  do  the  same.  Joe  Johnston  may  try  to  interpose,  in  which 
case  we  must  strike  him  as  near  at  the  same  time  as  possible.  If  he 
crosses  Neuse  to  the  south  you  must  do  the  same,  but  I  think  he  will 
await  US  at  Goldsborough  or  Ealeigh,  and  I  hope,  at  both.  Consoli- 
date your  command  at  once  into  an  army,  the  Center  of  this.  General 
Howard  has  the  Eight  Wing,  and  General  Slocum  the  Left.  You  can 
have  Terry's  troops,  but  I  want  the  detachments  that  belong  to  this 
army  to  join  their  respective  brigades  as  quick  as  possible.  I  under- 
stand that  Meagher's  division  is  composed  wholly  of  detachments  that 
belong  to  the  corps  now  with  me— Fifteenth,  Seventeenth,  Fourteenth, 
and  Twentieth.  I  will  want  to  give  Kilpatrick  as  much  cavalry  as 
possible,  as  lie  has  a  heavy  load  to  carry.  He  has  to  look  out  for 
Hampton,  Wheeler,  and  Butler,  all  accounted  first  class  men.  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  Joe  Johnston  has  now  S.  D.  Lee's  corps,  4,000; 
Cheatham's,  5,000;  Hoke's,  8,000;  Hardee's,  10,000,  and  detachments 
about  10,000—37,000,  with  near  8,000  cavalry.  Our  duty  is  to  effect  a 
junction  south  of  Neuse,  but  if  you  can  get  Kinston  whilst  Johnston  is 
engaged  with  me,  do  so,  and  push  on  toward  Goldsborough.  I  will 
attack  the  Ealeigh  road.  Get  your  supplies  as  far  forward  as  possible, 
that  I  may  quickly  replenish. 
I  am,  3'ours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAF, 
Major- General,  Gommanding. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  W.  C,  March  14, 1865. 
General  Dodge, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Wilmington  (Present) : 
Dear  Sir  :  I  am  compelled  to  clear  my  camps  of  refugees,  white  and 
black,  that  have  clung  to  us  during  our  march  through  South  Carolina, 
and  have  ordered  Major  Windsor's  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Illinois 
to  gather  them  and  conduct  them,  with  such  means  as  we  can  spare,  to 
Wilmington.  I  hardly  know  myself  what  numbers  will  go,  and  what 
proportions  are  able-bodied,  but  fear  they  are  all  helpless.  You  may 
send  all  blacks  to  General  Eufus  Saxton,  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  and  all 
whites  not  absorbed  by  the  usual  demand  you  may  send  in  return  char- 
tered vessels  to  New  York,  consigned  to  the  commissioners  of  emigra- 
tion. 

Yours,  truly,  W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
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KiNSTON,  March  14,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Schofield, 

New  Berne: 
Get  the  strength,  organization,  and  names  of  commanders  of  the 
troops  arriving  from  the  south  as  fast  as  they  arrive  and  inform  nie. 
Have  all  that  are  not  required  at  Morehead  and  New  Berne  made 
ready  to  come  to  the  front.  They  can  come  by  rail  as  far  as  it  will  not 
interfere  with  the  construction  of  tlie  road,  and  then  march.  Let  all 
wagons  for  the  front  march  from  New  Berne  with  suitable  guards,  and 
bring  light  loads  of  supplies  for  the  troops.  I  have  telegraphed  Gen- 
eral Terry  to  march  the  main  body  of  his  troops  to  this  place. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIKLU, 

Major-General. 

KiNSTON,  March  14,  1865. 
Brigadier- General  Sohofield, 

New  Berne: 
The  enemy  has  abandoned  Kinston,  and  we  will  cross  the  river  as 
soon  as  bridge  can  be  put  across.     Send  up  the  supply  boats  at  once. 
Let  them  move  together  and  each  have  a  strong  guard. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

KiNSTON,  March  14,  1865. 
Colonel  Weight, 

New  Berne : 

I  have  ordered  a  detail  of  2,000  men  to  cut  ties  to-morrow,  and  will 
also  furnish  men  and  teams  to  assist  in  getting  out  timber  for  the  rail- 
road bridge. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

T>;r  .  ^        nr  ,,  ^  ^^'^  Bekne,  Mttrch  14,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schopield  : 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  I  have  notified  Mr.  Smeed  to  have  a 
force  of  bridge  builders  ready  to  move  to  the  river  as  soon  as  the 
wagons  arrive  at  Dover  Station  to  haul  up  the  tools,  &c.  1  will  tele- 
graph him  at  once  about  the  teams  for  hauling  bridge  timber  and  of 
the  force  sent  to  cut  ties.  The  third  division  of  the  construction  corns, 
600  strcng,  has  arrived  at  Morehead  and  will  go  to  the  front  to-morrow 
This  is  a  great  help  to  me,  and  I  feel  confident  of  getting  through  iii 

W.  W.  WEIGHT, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Engineer. 


Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton,  ''™'^°^'  ^'"''''  '^'  ''''■ 

Morehead  City: 
General  GiUmorewant^  steamers  to  transport  troops  of  General  Sher- 
man's  army  from  Hilton  Head.    He  also  wants  a  car|o  of  coal.    Please 
send  them  If  you  can,  and  inform  me.    Also  let  a  boat  run  to  Wilmington 
at  once  with  the  dispatches  1  send  for  General  Terry. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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„  .     ^  ,  „  MoREHEAD,  March  14,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

I  have  no  steamers  that  I  can  send  to  Hilton  Head  for  troops.  Will 
probably  be  able  to  send  some  in  a  few  days  if  any  come  in  from  the 
2Torth.  What  number  of  troops  are  there  to  come  from  Hilton  Head? 
Have  no  coal  that  I  can  send  to  General  Gillmore.  Will  send  your 
dispatches  to  Wilmington  as  soon  as  received. 

L.  C.  EASTON, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 

Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  North  Caeolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  14, 1865. 
Lieutenant  Nelson, 

Commanding  Army  Gun-boat  Shrapnel: 
Lieutenant  :  The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  yon  have 
your  boat  in  readiness  to  start  up  the  Neuse  Eiver  at  daylight  to-mor- 
row mormng  as  convoy  to  steamers  Ella  May  and  General  Shepley. 
You  will  be  expected  to  go  as  far  as  Kinston.  Further  orders  will  be 
sent  you  during  the  night. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 

Special,  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  North  Caeolina, 

>  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  29.  )  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  14, 1865. 

I.  The  commanding  oflQcer  of  the  Thirteenth  Connecticut  Infantry, 
with  his  regiment,  will  to-night  go  on  board  the  steamers  Ella  May  and 
General  Shepley  and  proceed  with  them  to  Kinston,  N.  C,  acting  as 
guards.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  will  see  that  his 
officers  and  men  are  at  all  times  on  the  alert,  keeping  sharp  lookout  for 
guerrilla  bands  on  the  banks  of  the  stream.  The  boats  will  be  con- 
voyed by  the  army  gun-boat  Shrapnel.  Five  days'  rations  will  be 
drawn  before  starting. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquaetbes  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Kinston,  N.  C,  Marcli  14,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D,  Cox, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort  : 
General:  You  will  please  detail  from  your  command  1,000  men 
with  from  200  to  300  axes  to  cut  railroad  ties  and  distribute  them  along 
the  track.  They  will  commence  where  the  road  strikes  the  Neuse  and 
work  southward  tcward  New  Berne.  Let  the  work  be  coinmenced 
early  in  the  morning  and  pushed  with  vigor.  The  tics  are  to  be  cut 
from  eight  to.nine  feet  long,  seven  inches  thick,  and  with.faces  not  less 
than  five  inches  broad.  They  are  to  be  distributed  along  the  railroad 
at  the  rate  of  one  tie  to  every  two  feet  of  track. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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KiNSTON  Bridge,  March  14,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  C.  EiiiND, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  New  Berne: 
I  sent  your  dispatch  of  last  evening  to  General  Schofield,  and  sup- 
posed till  an  hour  ago  that  he  had  answered  it.  We  are  at  the  Kins- 
ton  bridge.  The  ram  is  burnt;  her  wreck  is  in  sight.  The  tori)edo 
will  not,  therefore,  be  needed,  but  we  are  equally  obliged  to  you  for 
your  offer  to  rig  it.  A  convoy  for  the  steamers  and  flats,  loaded  with 
rations,  is  the  only  thing  which  can  be  of  service  to  us  now.  There  is 
no  force  of  the  enemy  now  in  our  immediate  front  except  some  cavalry, 
the  remainder  of  tlie  force  whicb  Bragg  had  the  other  day  having 
gone  toward  Goldsborough.  Their  rear  guard  of  infantry  is  reported 
to  be  at  Falling  Creek,  seven  miles  from  Kinston,  injuring  the  railroad 
as  they  retire. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General,  Commanding  District, 


U.  S.  Steamer  Agawam, 
New  Berne,  March  Id,  1865. 
Major-General  Cox: 

Tour  dispatch  is  j  ust  received.  A  small  gan-boat,  drawing  seven  feet, 
and  with  a  heavy  battery,  arrived  here  this  morning.  1  am  getting  her 
ready  for  a  trip  to  Kinston.  Will  send  up  some  boats  with  her.  The 
only  ditficulty  I  have  now  is  the  want  of  a  good  pilot.  I  have  asked 
for  the  man  who  went  up  before.  Hope  to  get  the  gunboat  off  this 
evening.  She  has  a  lOOpounder  rifle  and  three  24-pounders.  If  the 
quartermaster's  department  or  harbor  master  here  furnish  me  the  pilot 
you  will  find  the  boats  up  the  river  to-morrow. 
KespectfuUy,  yours, 

A.  C.  EHIFD, 

Commander. 


Kinston,  March  14,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  C.  Ehind,  ' 

Commanding  Naval  Forces: 
I  will  telegraph  the  harbor  master  to  get  you  a  good  pilot  immedi- 
ately, if  possible.  Keports,  apparently  reliable,  show  that  the  enemy 
have  left  Goldsborough  also  and  that  Bragg  has  joined  Johnston  at 
Smithville  [Smithfleld],  half  way  between  Goldsborough  and  Raleigh. 
Sherman  is  approaching  Goldsborough  and  we  hope  to  have  communi- 
cation open  with  him  in  a  few  days. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

„     ,  .     ^  Kinston,  March  14,  1865. 

Captain  Lowman, 

Harbor  Master,  New  Berne : 
Try  to  find  a  river  pilot  for  Captain  Ehind,  of  the  Navy,  and  have  him 
report  to  brmg  up  a  gunboat.    Make  everv  effort  to  do  this  to-night 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General,  Commanding  District. 
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Headqitarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Kinston,  W.  C,  March  14, 1865. 
Colouel  Stea\^art, 

Commanding  Post,  Xew  Berne: 
Sir  :  Ton  vill  please  order  all  cavalrymen  that  are  now  at  the  rear 
(in  New  Berne,  Fort  Anderson,  &(;.)  that  can  possibly  be  equipped  for 
field  service  to  report  without  delay  at  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Gox: 

THEO.  COX, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orhkrs,  )       Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  First  Div., 

[■  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  )  liTear  Kinston,  N'.  G.,  March  14,  1805. 

In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  35,  headquarters  First  Divis- 
ion, Twenty  third  Army  Corps,  of  this  date,  I  hereby  assume  com- 
mand of  this  brigade.  The  staff  of  the  brigade  for  the  present  will 
remain  as  now  organized. 

I.  N.  STILES, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Kinston,  JUT.  C,  March  14,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch, 

Comdg.  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  23d  Army  CorjJS: 
General:  You  Avill  please  detail  a  force  of  1,000  men,  with  the 
proper  proportion  of  ofiQcers,  to  cut  railroad  ties  and  distribute  them 
along  the  track.  The  party  should  be  furnished  with  from  200  to  300 
axes.  The  ties  should  be  cut  from  eight  to  nine  feet  long,  seven  inches 
thick,  and  with  faces  notless  than  five  inches  broad.  They  are  to  be 
distributed  along  the  roadbed  at  the  rate  of  one  tie  for  every  two  feet 
of  track.  Your  force  is  to  commence  work  where  the  railroad  crosses 
Southwest  Creek,  and  work  toward  New  Berne  until  it  meets  the  con- 
struction corps,  and  then  toward  Kinston  uutil  it  meets  the  force 
detailed  from  General  Cox's  command.  Let  the  work  be  commenced 
early  in  the  morning  and  pushed  with  vigor  until  completed. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  opposite  Fayetteville,  Tuesday,  March  14, 1865. 

Major-General  Terry, 

Commanding,  cfcc,  Wilmington: 
General  :  Quartermaster  General  Dodge  is  now  with  me,  and  I  have 
explained  many  things  to  him.  I  wantyour  9,000  infantryup  at  Golds- 
borough  as  soon  as  possible.  I  begin  my  movement  to-morrow  and  if 
the  weather  is  at  all  favorable  will  be  opposite  Goldsborough  in  five 
days.  I  think  your  best  plan  is  to  move  up  as  light  as  possible  by  the 
best  road.    AVhen  you  effect  a  junction  I  can  supply  you  200  wagons. 
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TTutil  we  get  Goklsborougli  reduced  to  possession  and  its  railroad  down 
we  will  not  Lave  much  marching.  General  Schofield  should  push  his 
railroad  from  l<few  Berne,  and  your  branch  should  be  kept  moving  as 
fast  as  possible.  Colonel  Wright  has  but  a  limited  force,  but  I  will 
write  to  General  Schofield  to  send  some  of  Colonel  Wright's  foremen 
and  also  one  or  two  regiments  of  negro  troops  as  laborers.  As  i 
approach  the  road,  the  enemy  will  doubtless  remove  as  much  of  the 
iron  as  he  can.  I  have  asked  Captain  Young  to  keep  up  an  active 
movement  along  Cape  Fear  Eiver  to  make  Joe  Johnston  believe  that  1 
have  resupplied  my  MMgons  and  can  stand  a  thirty  days'  campaign.  I 
shall  feign  strong  on  Ealeigh,  but  actually  a])proach  Goldsborough,  but 
will  not  attempt  Goldsborough  till  I  have  Kinston  and  the  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Neuse,  so  that  I  can  draw  supplies  from  New  Berne, 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  Neuse.  That  once  done,  I  think  I  can  get 
Goldsborough  quick.  I  may,  however,  do  so  at  once,  according  to 
appearances,  as  I  approach  the  place.  I  am  much  obliged  for  the  sup- 
plies, but  would  suggest  that  you  estimate  to  keep  on  hand  always 
1,000,000  of  rations,  independent  of  your  own  wants.  I  feel  confident 
that  Generals  Easton  and  Beckwith  have  full  supplies  for  me  about 
New  Berne. 

I  am,  truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commandivfj. 


Kinston,  March  11,  180'). 
Major-General  Terry: 

I  desire  such  portion  of  your  troops  as  can  be  spared  from  the  defense 
of  Wilmington  to  join  me  here  by  a  rapid  march.  The  force  necessary 
to  be  left  will  depend  upon  the  whereabouts  of  ITardee.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  leave  General  Paine's  division.  Of  this  you  must  be  the 
judge.  Let  the  troops  take  the  route  pursued  by  General  Couch  uutil 
they  cross  the  Trent,  and  then  take  the  straight  road  to  Kinston.  The 
march  can  be  made  in  six  days.  Send  along  a  considerable  body  of 
cavalry,  and  let  them  conceal  tlie  infantry  from,  the  enemy's  scouts'.  I 
will  concentrate  your  corps  here  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 

Hdqrs.  Provisional  Corps,  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

,r  .   ^        .,.  ,„  Wilminfjiov,  X.  ('.,  March  14,  J.96VJ. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

CommaiuUny  Military  JJivision  of  the  Mississippi : 
General  :  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  12th  and  13th  1  sent 
you  by  the  steamer  Howard  yesterday  158,000  rations  of  coffee— all  we 
had— and  all  our  sugar;  by  the  Lady  Lang  a  load  of  forage.  I  send 
to-day  by  the  Mary  Benton  3,800  pairs  of  shoes  and  2,400  pairs  of  boots. 
The  shoes  and  boots  arrived  here  this  morning  from  Beaufort,  and  were 
intended  tor  my  own  troops,  who  are  much  in  need  of  them :  but  I  sup- 
pose the  necessities  of  your  main  army  in  this  respect  are  much  greater 
than  inine  and  I  therefore  send  them  to  you.  I  also  send  by  tlie  Ben- 
ton 1  oOO  boxes  of  hard  bread.  We  have  no  clothing  of  any  descrip- 
tion here.  All  the  supplies  have  been  sent  to  Beaufort.  When  Gen- 
eral Couch  left  here  my  wagons  were  taken  to  supply  him.  Others  are 
now  on  transports  off  the  bar,  but  the  vessels  are  of  too  heavy  draft 
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to  come  into  tlie  river.  I  expect  to  transsLip  and  get  them  up  here 
to-morro^v.  I  cannot  start  from  here  until  day  after  to-morrow  morning. 
I  think  that  I  can  reach  Faison's  Depot  Sunday  night.  My  transporta- 
tion -will  be  very  short  and  I  shall  need  supplies  very  soon  after  reach- 
ing Faison's,  but  I  think  General  Schofield  will  have- wagons  to  spare 
and  I  shall  write  to  him  to  send  them  across  to  me  from  Kinston  with 
subsistence.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  received  from  him 
this  morning.* 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  n.  TEREY, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  opening  and  reading  as  you  were  so  far 
away.    I  will  write  a  note  to  General  Terry.    You  could  get  one  to  the 
boat  before  it  will  leave. 
Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Special  Oedees,  )  Headquaetees  Peovisional  Coeps, 

[■  Depaetment  of  Noeth  Oaeolina, 

ifo.  38.  )  Wilmington,  N,  C,  March  14, 1865. 

IT.  The  detachment  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twenty- 
fourth  Army  Corps,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  B.  Coan,  Forty-eighth  New  York 
Volunteers,  commanding,  and  the  pontoon  detachment,  Maj.  H.  V. 
Slosson,  Fifteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  commanding,  now  at  Levison 
Creek,  N.  C,  will,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order,  return  to  Wilmington 
with  all  possible  speed,  marching  day  and  night  until  their  arrival  at 
the  city. 

******* 

IV.  The  Second  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen. 
A.  Ames  commanding,  will  move  from  its  encampment  at  1  p.  m.  to- 
morrow and  proceed  to  Northeast  Station,  where  It  will  bivouac  for  the 
night.  The  troops  will  carry  upon  their  persons  rations  for  three  days 
after  to-morrow  morning,  and rounds  of  ammunition. 

V.  Until  farther  orders,  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Independent  Bat- 
tery will  report  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames,  commandmg  Second 
Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  and  Light  Company  E,  Thnd  U.  S. 
Artillery,  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  J.  Paine,  commanding  Third 
Division,  Tweuty-tifth  Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry :  ^    TERRY 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


ClECULAE,  )  HDQES.  THIED  DIV.,  TWENTT-FIFTH  AEMY  COEPS, 
No.  17.      I  Northeast  Station,  M.  G.,  March  14, 1865. 

We  shall  move  speedily.   But  one  wagon  will  be  allowed  to  a  regiment 

for  baggage.    Brigade  headquarters  wagons  will  be  cut  down  also. 

*  See  12tb,  p.  803. 
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Have  vour  baggage  reduced  accordingly,  and  do  it  to-day.    Surplus 
baggage  can  be  stored  iu  Wihiiington.    You  will  send  all  your  wagons 
in  town  this  afternoon  to  haul  subsistence  stores  and  forage. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  J.  Paine:   ^^^^^  ^    ^^^^^^^ 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqes.  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Aemy  Corps, 

Morehead,  March  14,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Schofield, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  arrived  bere  this  morning  with  1,000  men  of  this  division.    Am 
now  landing  troops,  and  at  suggestion  of  General  Easton  leave  for 
New  Berne  by  railroad  this  p.  m. 
Kespectfully, 

H.  W.  BIllGE, 
Brigadier- Ge7ieral,  Commanding  Division. 


Hdqks.  Northern  District,  Deft,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  March  14, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 
General  :  If  you  will  order  the  quartermaster  to  have  a  coal  vessel 
towed  here  by  the  Coit  and  send  me  one  or  two  steamers  it  would  be 
of  great  service  at  present.  Both  the  tin-clads  are  broken  down.  The 
machinery  is  partially  cog-wheeled,  the  cogs  are  broken,  and  the 
steamers  necessarily  u.'-eless.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  foundry  here 
will  cast  new  wheels  as  soon  as  the  molds  can  be  prepared  and  coal 
obtained.  It  is  a  great  pity,  for  I  am  told  the  governor  of  South 
Carolina,  with  a  large  party  of  officials,  is  not  far  from  the  Santee,  on 
the  Wilmington  railroad,  waiting  the  repairing  of  the  bridge  over  the 
Wateree.  The  only  steamer  I  have  here  is  the  Anna  Maria.  One  of 
Colonel  Hallowell's  brigades  has  left.  I  am  very  sorry  I  had  not 
your  ]iermission  to  substitute  the  Twenty -first  for  the  Thirty-third  U. 
S.  Colored  Troops  in  time.  I  send  a  section  of  the  battery  from  Beau- 
fort on  the  Coit,  and  will  send  the  remainder  as  soon  as  transporta- 
tion can  be  procured.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  [New  York] 
and  Thirty-second  |  U.  S.  Colored  Troops]  are  only  waiting  transporta- 
tion,   I  will  set  the  negroes  to  work  on  the  fortifications  immediately. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P    HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  14,  1865. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  13th  instant.  1  have  issued  instructions  for  the  regiments  named 
by  you  to  be  ready  to  move,  and  will  use  every  exertion  to  have  them 
put  in  serviceable  condition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-  General.  Commandinn. 
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Special  Oedeks,  ^  Hdqes.  Foetheen  Disteict, 

(  Depaetment  of  the  South, 

^°-  ^"-  )  Charleston,  IS.  C,  March  14,  1865. 

******  ^ 

III.  Battery  A,  Third  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  now  on  duty  in  this 
district,  IS  hereby  relieved,  and  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  S.  C,  as  earlv 
as  transportation  can  be  furnished. 

IV.  The  Fifty-fourth  and  Fifty-sixth  New  York  and  the  Fifty-second 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Eegiments  will  be  put  in  readiness  for  imme- 
diate embarkation.  All  the  officers  detailed  from  these  regiments  will 
be,  if  withm  the  limits  of  this  district,  relieved  and  returned  to  regi- 
mental duty.  Any  equipment  necessary  to  put  these  regiments  in  a 
condition  to  take  the  field  will  be  furnished  on  requisition,  which  must 
be  immediately  forwarded.  All  surplus  supplies  not  necessary  for  field 
service  will  be  turned  in,  as  transportation  will  be  limited,  and  as  the 
point  at  which  the  command  will  embark  is  in  the  vicinity  of  active 
operations,  trunks,  boxes,  or  furniture  will  not  be  taken  with  the  troops. 

'*  *  #  »  *  #  # 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  PERRY, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  VoU.,  and  Aotg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqes.  Noetheen  Disteict,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  March  14,  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Haetwell, 

Commanding  Brigade,  Baclcersville,  8.  G. : 
Geneeal:  In  reply  to  the  information  solicited  by  you  in  your 
communication  to  these  headquarters  of  the  13th  in  regard  to  passing 
citizens  into  and  out  of  our  lines,  I  am  instructed  by  the  brigadier- 
general  commanding  to  inform  you  that  the  following  rules  will  be 
adhered  to  in  passing  citizens  out  of  your  lines:  No  citizen  will  be 
allowed  to  pass  out  of  your  lines  at  any  time  without  a  pass  emanating 
from  the  department  or  district  commanders.  In  allowing  citizens  to 
enter  the  lines  you  will  observe  the  following  rules:  First.  Citizens 
(refugees,  &c.)  who  desire  after  entering  to  remain  within  the  lines 
may  be  admitted.  Second.  Those  who  wish  to  enter  the  city  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  may  be  admitted  (in  return- 
ing those  persons  must  have  a  proper  pass).  Third.  Those  having 
permission  to  enter  from  department  or  district  commanders  will  be 
admitted.  I  would  further  state  that  in  passing  persons  out  of  the 
lines  the  guard  has  no  discretionary  power  whatever;  that  contrabands 
will  be  governed  by  same  regulations  as  whites,  and  that  the  oath  of 
allegiance  or  certificate  of  having  taken  it  is  no  pass,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  case  of  refugees  entering  tlie  lines.  All  property  carried 
in  or  out  of  the  lines  must  be  stated  on  the  pass  of  the  person  in  charge, 
or  on  a  separate  one. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDGAR  B.  VAN  WINKLE, 
Captain,  Chief  of  Staff,  and  Aidede-Camp. 
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Hdqbs.  Noetheen  Disteict  Dept  of  the  South 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  14,  1865. 

Col.  P.  P.  Beown, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Georgetown : 
Colonel:  I  wish  you  would  send  an  expedition  up  tlie  Waccamaw 
Elver,  to  land  on  the  east  side  about  fifteen  or  twenty  miles,  and  sweep 
the  whole  country  between  the  river  and  sea  to  the  point  opposite 
GeoStowu:  Bring  in  all  the  mules  and  horses  suitable  for  Gover.i- 
meKse  and  get  111  the  recruits  you  can  If  t^e  expedition  prove 
successfui,  try  one  up  the  Black  Eiver  and  sweet)  the  country  to  tlie 

Pedee.  ,    ,.     x  ^ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  JNO.  P.  HATCH, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Louisville,  March  14, 1865. 

(Received  6.50  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

1  have  notice  that  5,000  will  leave  here  in  two  or  three  days  from 
Nashville,  destined  for  New  Berne,  N.  C.  To  what  point  on  the  coast 
shall  I  send  them?    Baltimore,  or  New  York,  or  elsewhere? 

E.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Maeoh  15,  1865. 

QUAETEEMASTEE-GENEEAL  : 

General  Allen  has  been  directed  to  send  the  troops  here  for  shipment. 

Arrangements  should  be  made  for  transportation  over  the  Baltimore 

and  Ohio  Eailroad.  „  »  t  t  T^r^Tr 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  March  15,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  Eichmond  papers  of  to-day  are  received,  but  they  contain  no 
news  of  interest.    The  following  paragraph  from  the  Examiner  is  all 
that  is  worth  telegraphing:* 

NORTH  AXn  SOVTH  CAROLINA. 

"We  are  still  -vrithont  official  dispatches  from  the  army  under  General  Johnston,  bnt 
the  progress  of  Shermau  is  evidently  embarrassed  by  difficulties  he  did  not  expect, 
and  those  Raleigh  newspapers  which  hut  lately  had  no  douht  that  ho  would  occupy 
Raleigh  without  opposition,  and  then  go  wherever  be  pleased,  have  changed  their 
minds.  Everything  that  is  known  from  that  quarter  is  encouraging.  There  are 
other  military  movements  on  foot,  to  which  it  would  be  prematiire  to  allude. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

'  For  portion  relating  to  operations  in  Virginia,  see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  II,  p.  986. 
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Ht)qrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  on  the  Raleigh  Hoad,  March  13,  1865 — 12  m. 

(Beceived  7  p.  m.) 
Captain  Keyser, 

U,  S.  Steamer  Eolus,  Fayetteville: 
Captain  :  Lest  I  may  not  have  been  sufficiently  minute  in  my  request 
of  Captain  Young,  I  will  now  repeat  that  I  am  moving  to  ward  Kaleigh, 
but  will  swing  over  to  Goldsborough.  To-night  I  will  be  at  Kyle's 
Landing;  tomorrow,  near  the  bridge  across  North  Eiver,  and  the  day 
after  near  Bentonville.  It  may  be  that  the  enemy  will  attempt  to 
oppose  me,  in  which  case  it  might  become  of  some  importance  that  I 
should  send  orders  to  Wilmington  and  Weldon.  I  therefore  ask  that 
the  Eolus  remain  as  near  Fayetteville  as  possible,  according  to  the 
stage  of  the  water,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  tug  messen- 
ger boat.  If  Captain  Young  has  none  to  spare,  I  wish  you  would  write 
t<)  General  Dodge,  at  Wilmington,  saying  that  I  want  the  army  tug  to 
keep  moving  up  and  down  till  it  is  known  that  I  am  at  Goldsborough 
or  in  communication  with  General  Schofield.  I  have  no  doubt,  also, 
that  a  good  many  of  our  sick  and  footsore  men  will  hang  about  the 
lauding;  they  must  not  be  allowed  to  suffer,  though  their  oflicers  should 
have  provided  for  them.  If  you  find  any  such  clinging  about  the  land- 
ing, have  them  camp  near  your  boat  on  this  bank,  and  send  word  to 
General  Dodge,  chief  quartermaster,  to  send  a  boat  for  them.  I  ordered 
him  yesterday  to  keep  boats  coming  up  as  long  as  there  seemed  a 
chance  of  their  being  needed.  If  Colonel  Garber,  my  chief  quarter- 
master, is  there,  show  him  this  letter,  and  he  will  attend  to  the  details 
referred  to  in  the  last  part  of  this  letter,  but  if  Colonel  Garber  is  not 
there,  I  have  no  other  alternative  but  to  ask  your  kind  assistance.  I 
send  two  couriers  with  this.  Please  take  charge  of  them  and  send 
them  back  to  me  in  the  morning  with  any  news,  letters,  or  papers  you 
may  have.    My  last.New  York  dates,  are  to  the  6th. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

3Iajor- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cadets  Plantation,  N.  C.,.March  15, 1865—5.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 
General  :  General  Blair  has  reached  and  crossed  one  division  over 


Illinois  Mount«d  Infantry)  killed,,  and  2  men  wounded.  On  the  other 
bank  we  found  1  rebel  dead,  and  1  wounded.  The  prisoners  report  a 
brigade  at  the  other  crossing— Gen«ral  Logan's.  The  country  seems 
to  be  all  swampy  in  that  direction.  General.  Corse  was  within  three 
miles  of  his  crossing  a;t  3  -p.  m.  to-day,  and  his  cavalry  at  the  crossmg. 
The  bridge  had  been  burned,  but  he  has  probably  repaired  It  by  this 
time.  There  was  a  small  cavalry  force  of  the  enemyon  the  other  bank. 
There  is,  as  we  supposed,  a  Ealeigb  road  soon  after  crossing  Logan's 

''"'^'^^^espectfully,  O.  O.  HOWAliD, 

Major- Generul. 
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Special         )       Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ko.  Gl.  )  Cadets  Flantation,  N.  C,  March  15,  1865. 

*#-■***** 
II.  Maj.  Geu.  John  A.  LogHu,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
with  tlie  disencumbered  divisions  of  his  corps,  will  cross  South  Kiver 
to-iuonow  and  move  on  the  first  practicable  road  leading  to  the  left  of 
the  Fayetteville  and  Bentouville  road.  Tlie  surplus  trains  of  the  corps 
with  their  guard  will  continue  on  the  direct  road  to  Beaman's  Cross- 
Iloads.  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
will  move  via  Owensville  toward  Clinton,  awaiting  further  orders  at  the 
forks  west  of  the  Great  Gohera  or  Black  River.  The  bridge  train  will 
continue  with  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  These  headquarters  will  be- 
established  to-morrow  night  near  the  leading  division-,  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps. 

*  *  #  *  w  #  # 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A..  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant-  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

East  side  of  Gape  Fear  River,  near  the 

Pontoon  Crossing,  March  15,  1865. 
Maj,  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  while  my  troops  have  today 
remained  in  camp  at  the  point  as  designated  in  my  report  of  lasV 
night,  I  have  been  busily  engaged  in  getting  the  balance  of  my  trail* 
over  the  pontoon,  as  my  column  was  cut  last  night  while  crossing  by 
General  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  and  I  was  unable  to  get  the  bridge  agaii? 
until  today.  The  crossing  at  this  side  was  very  difficult  owing  to  the 
very  steep  bank.  I  managed,  however,  to  get  everything  across  by 
4.30  this  p.  m.  Under  the  direction  of  Captain  Henry,  provost-marshal 
for  tlie  division,  the  refugees  and  contrabands,  were  sent  off  from  my 
division  this  evening.. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

J^ear-  South  River,  N.  C,  March  15,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marched  at  11 
a.  111.  to  day  on  the  Goldsboroiigb  road,  and  camped  at  Bethany  Church, 
near  South  Eiver,  in  rear  of  Fourth  Division,  having  marched  ten  miles. 
\  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 
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Hdqks.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  South  Eiver,  N.  C,  March  15, 1865. 

Maj.  M.   WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tliat,  in  compliance  with  orders 
received,  having  left  all  supply  trains  to  follow  Avith  the  cori)s  train, 
this  command  moved  from  camp  near  Fayetteville  at  2  o'clock  this 
]).  ni.,  supplied  with  five  days'  rations  and  100  rounds  of  ammunition 
l)er  man,  on  main  Goldsborough  road,  and  niaiched,  following  tlie 
Second  Division,  twelve  miles,  encamping-  one  mile  and  a  half  west  of 
South  River  between  7  and  8  p.  m.,  on  both  sides  of  the  road  in  rear  of 
tlic  Second  Division,  the  infantry  in  column  by  regiments,  tlie  artillery 
and  trains  in  the  rear.  One-half  of  the  pioneer  corps  was  left  with 
the  trains.  Twenty-three  ofBcers  and  284  enlisted  men,  whose  term  of 
service  had  expired,  were  ordered  to  guard  refugee  train  to  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C,  and  upon  arrival  there  to  be  niustered  out  of  the  service. 
The  roads  were  rendered  almost  impassable  by  the  heavy  rains  which 
fell  during  all  of  the  afternoon  and  eveumg.  These  head(]uarters  are 
on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant., 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  South  Eiver,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woobhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major-  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  5th  instant  my  com- 
mand remained  in  camp  at  Powe's  plantation,  near  Cheraw,  S.  C,  with 
the  exception  of  one  brigade,  which,  pursuant  to  orders  from  cor])s 
headquarters,  was  sent  into  the  city  of  Cheraw  to  relieve  a  brigade  of 
the  Seventeenth  Corps  doing  provost  duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 
Brevet  2Iajor-GcHeral. 


Special        )    HcyRS.  4th  Div.,  Ioth  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  }  In  the  Field,  South  River,  Hf.  C, 

^o_  44.  ^  March  15, 1805. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  6.30 
a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  Kith  instant,  crossing  South  River.  The  Second 
Brigade  will  hold  the  advance,  followed  by  the  Third  Brigade,  the 
First  Brigade  moving  in  rear  and  closing  the  column.  The  infantry, 
with  the  exception  of  two  regiments  in  advance  and  oue  in  rear  of 
trains,  will  move  by  the  side  of  trains  (to  the  right) ;  trains  the  same 
as  to-day,  and,  under  any  circumstances,  be  well  closed  up.  The 
advance  guard  will  place  guards  at  all  occupied  h<mses,  remaining 
until  relieved  by  those  of  the  division  following,  as  directed  by  existing 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 
■^  L.  TI.  EVERTS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqes.  Department  and  Akmy  op  the  Tennessee, 

Cadets  Plantation,  N.  C,  March  15, 1865. 
Maj.  Geu.  F.  P.  Blaie, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  general  commanding  has  ordered  that  the  surplus 
trains  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  will  follow  that  corps  instead  of  your 
column,  as  directed  in  paragraph  IV  of  yesterday's  order.  The  pon- 
toon train  will  close  up  on  and  follow  your  corps,  and  you  are  directed 
to  furnish  a  guard  of  one  regiment  to  accompany  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Ansistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cade^b  Plantation,  March  15, 1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the  refugee 
train,  containing  6,000  to  8,000  refugees,  with  a  sufficient  guard,  will 
follow  in  the  rear  of  your  column,  leaving  here  to-morrow  morning  and 
taking  the  same  roads  as  far  as  Clinton,  and  requests  me  to  direct  you 
not  to  destroy  any  bridges  you  may  build,  and  when  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  use  any  pontoon  boats  for  bridges  they  will  be  left  until  after 
the  refugee  train  has  passed  and  then  be  ordered  to  resume  their  posi- 
tion in  the  line  of  march.  The  general  also  reqirests  you  to  pick  up 
such  wagons  and  teams  and  accumulate  such  supplies  for  tlie  use  of 
the  refugees  as  you  may  be  able  to,  which  will  be  left  at  Clinton  in 
charge  of  your  rear  guard  until  the  refugee  train  arrives  there.  From 
Clinton  the  refugee  train  will  march  directly  south  to  Wilmington. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILSON, 

Colonel  and  Provost-Marshal- General,  Army  of  tlie  Tennessee. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  66,  \  On  South  River,  N.  C,  March  15,  18G5. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  via  Owensborough  toward  Clinton. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  commence 
crossing  his  train  to  the  other  side  of  South  Eiver  at  G  a.  m.,  and  will 
park  it  on  the  other  side.  The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A. 
Smith  commanding,  will  have  the  advance  and  will  move  forward  at  8 
a.  m.  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Geu.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Fourth  Division.  The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower 
commanding,  will  follow  the  Third  Division.  The  detachment  of  the 
])ontoon  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  Fourth  Division.  The 
detachment  of  department  headquarters  train  will  follow  tlie  Third 
Division  train.  The  troops  will  move  on  the  right  of  the  train.  The 
Ninth  lUinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  cross  the  river  at  7.30  a.  m.,  pro- 
vided the  train  of  the  First  Division  is  across  by  that  time.  If  not. 
they  will  follow  it. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Hdqes.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  South  River,  N.  C,  March  15,  1865. 
Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- Getieral,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
Captain  Searle,  commanding  my  pioneer  corps,  i  eports  that  it  will  be 
impossible  to  cross  the  river  with  the  train  of  my  division  without 
building  a  bridge  about  sixty  yards  long  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
as  the  old  road  under  water  has  entirely  given  out  and  cannot  be 
repaired,  the  water  being  too  deep  and  bottom  very  soft.  My  pioneer 
corps  has  been  at  work  ever  since  the  head  of  the  column  moved 
across.  I  would  respectfully  request  that  a  pioneer  corps  from  one  of 
the  other  divisions  be  detailed  to  assist  in  constructing  a  bridge  to-night. 
There  is  no  lumber  on  this  side  of  the  river.  Everything  will  have  to  be 
carried  from  the  other  side.  The  most  of  my  brigade  and  regimental 
wagons  are  still  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  I  have  given  the  com- 
manding officer  of  my  pioneer  corps  directions  to  let  his  men  get  supper. 
KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWER, 
Major- General,  U.  8.   Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 


Special  Orders,  )  IIdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17tii  Army  Corps, 

^'o,  60.  I  Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  15, 1865. 

I.  The  movements  to-morrow  will  be  in  the  direction  of  Owens- 
borough  on  the  Clinton  road.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles 
commanding,  will  have  the  advance,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9  a.  m. 
The  Fifteenth  Ohio  Battery,  Lieut.  L.  Bailey  commanding,  will  follow 
the  Second  Brigade.  The  First  Brigade,  Col.  C.  Fairchild  command- 
ing, will  follow  the  battery,  detailing  one  regiment  for  rear  guard. 
Troops  will  move  on  the  right  of  train.    Trains  as  heretofore. 


By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 


J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


CiKCi-LAR.l        Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  1±th  Army  Corps, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  15, 1865. 

I.  All  the  transportation  of  the  division  will  be  sent  immediately  to 
the  pontoon  bridge  to  be  crossed  over  the  river  the  moment  the  bridge 
is  vacant. 

II.  The  troops  will  begin  crossing  probably  at  10  o'clock,  and  in 
anticipation  of  the  movement  each  brigade  commander  will  arrange 
his  pickets  so  as  to  form  a  strong  skirmish  line  to  occupy  his  present 
front  and  remain  in  charge  of  a  competent  officer  until  withdrawn.  The 
Second  Brigade  will  move  first  and  take  position  on  this  side  the  river 
covering  the  bridge.  The  Third  Brigade  will  then  pass  over,  followed 
by  the  First,  and  both  will  take  position  covering  the  bridge  from  the 
opposite  sliore.  The  pickets  will  then  be  withdrawn,  bringing  m  all 
guards  and  stragglers,  and  all  crossed  over.  The  battery  will  precede 
the  Third  Brigade  in  crossing.  No  further  property  of  any  kind  in  the 
city  will  be  destroyed. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Baird: 

JNO.  W.  ACHESON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

n-i    K    i:; VClT.    VT.VTT.    VT    II 
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n^T,T7Tj«  1  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

OKBERS.]  Near  mver  Creek,  N.  C,  March  15, 1865. 

Tins  command  will  move  to-morrow  ia  the  same  order  as  to  day. 
Generli  Ward  will  start  one  brigade  with  his  pK>neers  and  tools  a, 
fi  «  rn  to  nreeede  the  main  column  and  repair  the  roads,  ihe  Balance 
of  to'dhdE  will  start  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  Michigan  Engineers  and 
Mechanics  and  First  Division  will  start  in  season  to  close  up  to  the 
commands  that  precede  them.  „  ^.„.      „ 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  WiUiams^^^   ^^^^^^ 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Silver  Greek,  N.  C,  March  15,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General:  The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  send 
one  of  your  brigades  atonee  to  report  to  General  Kilpatrick  to  support 
his  cavalry  command.    General  liilpatrick's  command  is  about  lour 
miles  ahead  on  the  road  we  have  marched  on  today. 

H.  W.  PliiKKiJNo, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        )         Headquarters  Second  Division, 
Field  Orders,  )■  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

i;io.  27.  )  Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  15,  1865. 

In  the  march  to-day  the  order  of  brigades  will  be  Third,  First,  Second. 
The  Third  Brigade,  with  a  battalion  of  Michigan  Engineers  and  Sloan's 
battery,  will  march  in  advance  disencumbered,  and  will  repair  the 
roads.    The  other  two  brigades  will  cover  the  train. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary : 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HiiVf  Berne,  March  15,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield: 

Troops  from  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  have  arrived  as  follows :  Third 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  six  regiments,  all  at  Morehead;  aggregate 
effective  strength,  1,592.  Part  of  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
four  regiments;  aggregate  effective,  1,007.  Three  regiments  here — one 
gone  as  guard  to  boats  with  commissary  stores.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W. 
Birge,  commanding  division. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


KiNSTON,  March  15,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Morehead  City: 
General  Sherman's  troops  are  greatly  in  need  of  shoes.    If  you  can 
get  a  supply  here  1  will  send  them  to  him  in  wargons  as  soon  as  com- 
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muiiication  is  opened.  What  can  be  done  in  the  matter?  I  expect  to 
be  m  communication  with  him  by  tlie  19th  or  20th.  Can  you  not  get 
some  more  light  steamers  to  run  up  the  river  to  this  place?  I  think 
there  are  some  at  Wilmington  which  would  answer  the  purpose 

J.  M.  SOHOFIELD, 

Major-Qeneral. 

MOEEHEAD  City,  March  15,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield: 

How  much  water  do  you  make  from  New  Berne  to  Kinston,  and  will 
it  be  safe  to  send  small  boats  up  the  river?  Our  railroad  facilities  are 
so  small  I  fear  General  Sherman  will  have  to  send  his  wagons  to  New 
Berne  for  supplies. 

L.  C.  EASTON, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 


MoEBHEAD  City,  March  15, 1865. 
General  Schofield: 

Capt.  E.  W.  Williams  is  here  with  ammunition  for  General  Sherman's 
army,  and  says  he  is  subject  to  your  orders.  We  want  the  boat  on 
which  the  ammunition  is  stored.  Had  you  not  better  direct  him  to 
store  his  ammunition  at  New  Berne?    I  can  send  the  boat  there  with  it. 

L.  0.  EASTON, 
Chief  Quartermaster. 


Kinston,  March  15, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Morehead  : 
I  think  light  steamers  can  come  to  Kinston  without  diflBculty.  I 
have  ordered  some  up  from  New  Berne,  and  presume  they  have  already 
started.  I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  get  supplies  for  General  Sherman 
here  by  river  and  railroad  together.  Captain  Williams  should  by  all 
means  store  his  ammunition  at  New  Berne.  I  will  direct  him .  I  believe 
store-room  there  is  very  limited. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Kinston,  March  15, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Morehead  City: 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  who  has  just  arrived  from  Wilmington, 
informs  me  that  an  important  dispatch  from  General  Sherman  was  sent 
through  the  quartermaster  at  Wilmington  before  he  started.  It  has 
not  been  received.  Will  you  see  if  it  can  be  found  and  send  it  to  me 
by  a  special  messenger.    It  is  very  important. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


New  Beene,  [March  15,]  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield: 

The  soldiers  have  done  well  in  getting  out  cross-ties.    If  they  con- 
tinue at  work  to-morrow  they  will  have  enough  to  reach  the  river. 
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Unless  the  weather  should  be  very  unfavorable  the  track  will  be  laid 
to  the  bridge  on  the  night  of  the  18th.  The  siding  will  be  put  in  then 
as  soon  as  tlie  track  reaches  that  point.  I  ordered  an  additional  force  of 
bridge-builders  to  the  river  early  to-morrow  morning,  and  if  we  can  get 
the  timber  to  the  road  the  bridge  will  not  detain  us  long.  One  locomo- 
tive, narrow  gauge,  has  arrived  at  Morehead,  which  I  will  have  unloaded 
and  at  work  immediately.  The  axes  asked  for  by  Major  Cox  were  not 
sent  forward  to-day,  because  the  wires  were  down  and  my  dispatch  did 
not  get  through.  W.  W.  WEIGHT, 

Colonel,  Chief  of  Engineers,  &c. 


Chiep  Quartermaster's  Office, 

Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  March  15,  1865. 
Major-General  Schopield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  to  Fay- 
etteville,  i>r.  C.,  and  have  seen  General  Sherman.  He  leaves  for  Golds- 
borough  to-day.  I  sent  him  all  the  coffee  and  sugar  that  the  commissary 
had  at  this  depot;  alsoforage.  General  Sherman  informed  me  that  he  can 
spare  500  wagons  from  his  army  if  necessary.  He  has  sent  all  of  the 
refugees,  white  and  black,  to  Wilmington,  and  has  directed  me  to  send 
the  black  to  General  Saxton,  at  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  and  all  the  whites  who 
cannot  find  employment  here  to  TSe-w  York.  1  have  furnished  General 
Terry's  corps  with  129  wagons.  He  leaves  to-day.  I  shall  send  sup- 
plies up  the  West  Branch  of  the  Cape  Fear  to  [South]  Washington. 
General  Sherman  is  anxious  that  the  work  should  commence  as  soon  as 
possible  on  the  railroad.  No  material  yet  arrived.  General  Sherman 
is  well  and  the  army  all  in  good  spirits.  He  will  be  at  Goldsborough,  he 
thinks,  on  the  21st  instant.  The  armory  at  Fayetteville  was  destroyed ; 
also  the  factories. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  DODGE, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


General  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

?  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

1^0-  iS-  )  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  15,  1865. 

I.  Surg.  D.  W.  Hand,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  announced  as  medical 
director  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

II.  Surg.  E.  Shippen,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  medical  director  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps,  is  announced  as  acting  medical  director  of  the  armv 
m  the  held.  ■' 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofleld: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

^  (  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

^°-  ^°-  )  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  15, 1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Boyd,  chief  quartermaster  Twenty-third  Armv 
Corps,  IS  hereby  announced  as  acting  chief  quartermaster  of  the  armv 
in  tne  field.  •' 
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II.  Maj.  Frarik  E.  Wolcott,  judge-advocate,  Army  of  the  Ohio,  is 
hereby  announced  as  acting  judge-advocate.  Department  of  North 
Carohna,  ArnTy  of  the  Ohio. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Schotield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  Kinston,  JH.  C,  March  15,  1865. 
Maj.^Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort  : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  about  half 
of  the  cavalry  force  under  your  command  be  ordered  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Couch  on  this  side  of  the  river  for  picket  duty. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W,  A.  LORD, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beattfort, 

Kinston,  N.  C,  March  15, 1865. 
Capt.  William  A.  Lord, 

Aide-deCamp,  Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  answer  to  your  letter  just 
received,  that  two  troops  of  cavalry  are  now  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  under  command  of  Major  West.  The  rest  of  the  cavalry  are 
scouting  on  the  Goldsborough  and  Snow  Hill  roads  some  six  miles  out. 
Tliey  found  one  torpedo  in  the  road,  which  exploded  and  killed  one 
horse,  and  they  are  now  searching  for  others  supposed  to  be  planted 
thereabouts.  As  soon  as  I  can  communicate  with  them  I  will  order 
enough  to  make  the  force  across  the  river  one-half,  over  to  report  to 
General  Couch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  op  Beaufort, 

Kinston,  N.  C,  March  15,  1865. 

Col.  J.  W.  Savage, 

Commanding  Twelfth  New  York  Cavalry: 
Sir  :  Thegeneral  commanding  directsme  tosay  that  General  Schofield 
wishes  one-half  of  the  effective  cavalry  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 
for  picketing  and  patrolling  the  roads  there.  You  will  therefore  send 
over  at  once  a  sufflcient  number,  to  report  to  Major-General  Couch,  to 
increase  Major  West's  force  to  one-half  of  the  force  under  your  imme- 
diate command. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       ^  TIIBO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  District  op  Beaufort, 

Einston,  March  15, 1865. 

Col.  J.  W.  Savage, 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 
Sir:  Tou  may  leave  one  of  your  majors  with  one  troop  besides  Cap- 
tain Graham's  to  scout  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  report  with  the 
rest  on  the  north  side  to  scout  in  direction  of  Goldsborough,  &c. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major- General,  Commamding. 


Special        )  Headquarters  First  Division, 

Field  Orders,  [  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  10.  \  In  the  Field,  N.  C,  March  15, 1865. 

******* 
III.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  district  headquarters  the  divis- 
ion will  move  across  to  Kinston  this  p.  m.  immediately  after  the  division 
of  General  Euger.    The  order  of  march  will  be  as  follows:  First,  the 
brigade  of  General  Harlaiid;  second,  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Boughtou, 
and,  thirdly,  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Claassen;  the  whole  followed  by  the 
two  batteries,  the  Napoleon  guns  first.    All  the  wagons  of  the  division 
will  follow  in  the  rear  of  the  artillery.    The  rear  guard  will  be  detailed 
from  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Claassen  and  will  march  behind  the  artil 
lery.    The  general  has  been  sounded  at  these  headquarters,  but  has 
not  been  replied  to.    More  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  calls  and  the 
general  sounded  at  once. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Agawam, 
New  Berne,  March  15, 1865. 
Major-General  Cox: 

I  dispatched  the  gunboat  Whitehead  up  the  river  this  morning. 
She  grounded  below  the  obstructions  and  had  great  diflSculty  in  getting 
over.  She  is  now,  however,  above  the  obstructions,  but  has  damaged 
her  rudder  so  that  she  will  be  delayed.  She  will  go  up  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  Shrapnel  is  in  the  river  above;  one  of  the  flats  was  taken 
up  by  her,  but  I  do  not  know  how  far  she  proceeded.  The  water  is 
very  low. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

A.  C.  RHIND, 
Commander,  Senior  Officer. 


Cade's  Plantation,  N.  C,  March  15, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 

Wilmington,  N.  G.  : 
General:  Your  dispatch  to  General  Sherman  was  received  and 
forwarded  by  me.*    The  general  has  gone  with  the  Left  Wing.     My 


•  See  Uth,  p.  840. 
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head  of  column  is  now  twelve  miles  out.    I  expect  to  reach  the  railroad 
north  of  Paison's  Depot  by  Sunday.    You  will  find  enough  in  the  country 
for  a  few  days.    I  hope  you  will  get  up  as  far  as  that. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- General. 

Marching  Orders.]     Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  15,  1865. 

The  divisions  of  Generals  Ames  and  Paine  will  advance  toward 
Faison's  Depot,  on  the  Wilmington  and  Goldsborough  Itailroad, 
to-morrow  morning,  commencing  their  march  at  7  o'clock.  The  first 
day's  march  will  be  from  the  Northeast  Branch,  fifteen  miles,  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Burgaw  Creek.  On  the  second  day  South  Washing- 
ton w'ill  be  reached,  where  supplies  will  be  provided.  On  the  first 
day's  march  General  Ames'  division,  with  Lee's  battery,  will  lead. 
The  bridge  equipage  which  Major  Slosson  has  been  directed  to  organ- 
ize will  accompany  the  leading  division.  The  wagon  train  will  follow 
the  column.  The  commander  of  the  rear  division  will  detail  one  regi- 
ment to  follow  the  train  as  a  rear  guard.  In  case  Major-General  Terry 
should  uot  be  present  at  the  time  for  moving  tomorrow  morning, 
General  Ames  will  take  command  and  start  the  column.  Guards  have 
been  sent  to  the  front  and  ordered  to  report  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Quince, 
near  Northeast  Station. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEREY, 
Major  (Did  Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneral. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Provisional  Corps, 

>         Department  of  North  Carolina, 
No.  59.  )  Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  15, 1865. 

V.  The  senior  officer  of  the  detachment  of  the  Thirteenth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  accompanying  the  moving  column,  will  proceed  with 
his  command  to  Northeast  Station  this  afternoon  and  bivouac  at  that 
])oint  for  the  night.  In  the  morning  he  will  have  his  men  in  readiness 
to  move  at  9  o'clock,  but  will  await  the  arrival  of  the  major-general 
commanding. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 
•^  A.  TERRY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Cade's  Plantation,  N.  C,  March  15, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Hawley, 

Commanding  Post  of  Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

General:  A  train  of  600  to  800  refugees,  white  and  black,  has 

started  this  day  for  Wilmington  via  Clinton.    These  refugees  have 

been  collected  by  both  wings  of  the  army,  and  it  was  impracticable  to 

furnish  them  with  either  very  good  teams  or  much  of  a  supply  of  pro- 
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visions.  I  will  be  under  many  obligations  if  you  will  send  scouting 
parties  out  on  the  road  from  Wilmington  to  meet  and  aid  tliem  to  their 
destination,  on  their  arrival  with  you. 

Very  respectfully,  ^   ^^    HOWAllD. 

Major- General. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Nokth  Oakolina,  Army  op  the  Ohio, 

Neic  Berne,  N.  C,  March  15,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Biege, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
that  portion  of  your  command  now  in  this  place  in  readiness  to  take 
the  field  without  delay.  Orders  calling  them  to  the  front  may  be 
received  at  any  moment.  He  also  desires  that  you  have  the  Third 
Brigade  of  your  division,  now  at  Morehead,  supplied  with  everything 
necessary  to  fit  them  for  active  field  service,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
ready  to  take  the  field  when  their  services  are  no  longer  required  at 
Morehead. 

I  am,  general,  verv  reispectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELI), 
Brevet  Brigadier -General,  in  Charge  of  Headq%iarters. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Tn  the  Field,  ttcelve  miles  from  Fayetteville,  2i.  C, 

Raleigh  road,  March  15,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Charleston : 
General  :  I  got  a  file  of  Northern  papers  yesterday  from  Wilming- 
ton, in  which  I  observe  you  are  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
South.    I  have  had  no  oflicial  communications  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment or  General  Grant  since  my  departure  from  Savannah,  and  am 
compelled  to  pick  up  information  the  best  Avay  I  can.    I  wrote  to 
General  Foster  from  Fayetteville,  supposing  him  to  be  in  command  of 
the  department,  and  hope  you  got  the  letter,  and  it  is  a  fear  that  its 
contents  may  not  reach  you  promptly  which  induces  me  to  write  this. 
When  at  Columbia  I  had  the  railroad  broken  down  to  Kiugsville  and 
the  Wateree  bridge.     Subsequently  from  Cheraw  1  aimed  to  strike 
Florence,  but  sent  too  weak  a  party,  but  the  enemy  himself  has 
destroyed  the  Pedee  bridge,  and  has  on  the  railroad  at  Sumterville, 
and  between  it  and  Florence,    a  vast  amount  of  rolling-stock,  the 
destruction  of  which  is  all  important,  and  it  should  be  done  before  any 
repairs  can  be  made  whereby  they  can  be  removed.     I  want  it  done  at 
once,  and  leave  you  to  devise  the  way.    I  think  2,500  men  lightly 
equipped  with  i)ack-mule8  only,  could  reach  the  road  either  from  George- 
town or  the  Santee  bridge.    I  think  also  tliat  you  can  easily  make  up 
that  force  from  Savannah  and  Charleston.    As  to  the  garrisons  of 
those  cities,  1  don't  feel  disposed  to  be  over  generous,  and  should  not 
hesitate  to  burn  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  Wilmington,  or  either  of 
them  if  the  garrisons  were  needed.     Savannah  and  Wilmington  are 
the  only  really  useful  ports,  because  of  their  inland  rivers.     Still,  I 
suppose  you  can  always  get  garrisons  of  sick,  disabled,  or  indiflerent 
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troops.  All  real  good  soldiers  must  now  be  marching.  Do  not  let  your 
command  rest  on  its  oars,  but  keep  them  going  all  the  time,  even  if  for 
no  other  purpose  than  to  exhaust  the  enemy's  country,  or  compel  him 
to  defend  it.  The  simple  fact  that  a  man's  home  has  been  visited  by 
an  enemy  makes  a  soldier  in  Lee's  and  Johnston's  army  very  anxious 
to  get  home  to  look  after  his  family  and  property.  But  the  expedition 
I  have  indicated  to  Sumterville  and  Florence  has  even  higher  aims. 
Those  cars  and  locomotives  should  be  destroyed,  if  to  do  it  costs  you 
500  men.  I  know  you  can  get  there  all  the  bacon,  beef,  meat,  &c., 
your  command  may  want,  and  a  good  deal  of  corn  meal.  The  men 
could  march  without  knapsacks,  with  a  single  blanket,  and  carry  eight 
days'  provisions,  which,  with  what  is  in  the  country,  will  feed  the  com- 
mand two  weeks.  Let  it  be  done  at  once,  and  select  your  own  point  of 
departure.  After  destroying  those  cars  and  engines  (not  merely 
damaging  them,  but  an  absolute  destruction  of  boilers,  steam  cham- 
bers, connecting  rods,  flanges,  &c. — powder  can  be  used  to  good 
advantage  in  blowing  up  boilers  and  engines,  but  we  use  cold  chisels 
and  crowbars) — you  may  reduce  your  garrisons  to  the  minimum,  and 
send  every  man  to  New  Berne  and  Goldsborough.  I  want  to  collect  an 
army  that  can  whip  Lee  in  open  fight  if  he  lets  go  Richmond,  which  I 
think  he  will  soon  be  forced  to  do. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-  General,  Comma  tiding. 


KiNSTON,  March  15,  1865. 

Mai.  ^eil-  Q-  ^-  GrILLMORE, 

Milton  Head,  S.  G. : 
General  Easton  informs  me  that  he  cannot  send  any  steamers  to 
Hilton  Head  at  present,  but  may  be  able  to  in  a  few  days,  and  that  he 

cannot  send  any  coal. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- Oeneral. 

Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  66.  ]  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  15,  1865. 

******* 
Vn.  Col.  B.  0.  Tilghman,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  will,  during 
the  temporary  absence  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Scammon,  exercise  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  Florida. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmor^    ^    ^   ^^^^^^^ 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  op  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  March  15, 1865. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir-  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Spanish  consul  has  called 
upon  me  and  informed  me  of  three  lots  of  cotton  held  by  a  Spanish 
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subject  residing  in  this  town.  He  produces  bills  of  sale  of  the  same 
showing  that  the  cotton  came  into  his  possession  either  before  the  war 
or  duriug  the  early  part  of  it.  The  consul  requests  that  the  owner 
may  be  allowed  to  retain  it.  I  have  said  to  him  that  I  will  delay  the 
action  in  this  case  until  T  write  for  orders  in  the  case.  If  any  excep- 
tions are  to  be  made  to  the  general  rule,  which  I  could  not  advise,  I 
would  suggest  that  this  be  one.  From  what  I  can  learn  I  believe  the 
Spanish  residents  of  the  town  have  been  more  honest  in  their  neutral- 
ity than  other  foreigners  residing  here,  and  attribute  it  in  a  great  meas- 
ure to  the  consul  himself,  who  has,  I  have  no  doubt,  honestly  carried 
out  the  instructions  received  from  his  Government.  Instructions  on 
tlie  subjec^t  of  the  cotton  have  been  requested.  The  amount  is  much 
greater  than  was  supposed  when  we  first  occupied  the  city. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  March  15,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch, 

Comdg.  Northern  Dist.,  Bept.  of  the  South,  Charleston,  8.  C.  : 
General:  The  steamer  New  York  is  ordered  to  touch  at  Charleston 
to  take  on  board  one  or  more  of  the  regiments  that  are  to  be  detached 
from  your  command  for  duty  in  North  Carolina.  You  will  therefoi'e  load 
this  steamer  with  troops  taken  from  the  regiments  already  designated 
(the  Fifty-fourth  and  Fifty-sixth  New  York  and  the  Fifty-second  Penn- 
sylvania "Volunteers),  and  direct  her  to  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cape 
Fear  River,  and  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  there 
for  orders.  The  New  York  has  some  troops  on  board  already. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  Post  of  Charleston, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  March  15,  1865. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Asst.  Adjt.'Gen.,  Dept.  of  the  South,  Hilton  ffead,  8.  C: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  the  major-general  commanding  the  department,  dated  the  13th 
instant,  and  containing  instructions  for  my  guidance  in  the  matter  of 
trade.  Theye  instructions  will  be  carefully  obeyed.  I  have  thus  far 
forwarded  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  through  your 
headquarters,  thirteen  sets  of  applications  for  as  many  applicants,  ask- 
ni g  for  shipments  to  the  value  of  $900,000.  I  propose  to  approve  about 
§800,000  more  and  then  to  await  future  developments.  I  believe  the 
parties  recommended  are  safe  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEWART  L.  WOODFORD, 
Colonel  103d  U.  8.  Colored  Troops,  Commanding  Post. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  Mareh  16,  18m. 

„       ri    A    T^  (Received  3.55  p.  m.) 

Hon.  0.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 
I  am  just  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  General  Sherman,  of  the  12th, 
from  Fayetteville.  He  describes  his  army  as  in  fine  health  and  spirits, 
having  met  with  no  serious  opposition.  Hardee  keeps  in  his  front  at  a 
respectful  distance.  At  Columbia  he  destroyed  immense  arsenalsand  rail- 
road establishments  an  d  forty-three  cannon ,  At  Cheraw  he-found  much 
machinery  and  war  material,  including  twenty-five  cannon  and  3,G00 
barrels  of  powder.  At  Fayetteville  he  found  twenty  pieces  of  artillery 
and  much  other  materi.il.  He  says  nothing  about  Kilpatrick's  defeat 
by  Hampton,  but  the  ofBcer  who  brings  his  letter  says  that  before  day- 
light on  the  10th  Hampton  got  two  brigades  in  rear  of  Kilpatrick's 
headquarters,  and  surprised  and  captured  all  the  staff  but  two  officers. 
Kilpatiick  escaped,  formed  his  men,  and  defeated  the  enemy  with  great 
loss,  recapturing  about  all  that  he  had  lost.  Hampton  lost  eighty-six, 
Wt  dead  on  the  field.  &    ^       > 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  16,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General  :  Your  interesting  letter  of  the  12th  instant  is  just  received. 
I  have  never  felt  any  uneasiness  for  your  safety,  but  I  have  felt  great 
anxiety  to  know  just  how  you  were  ])rogressing.  I  knew,  or  thought 
I  did,  that  with  the  magnificent  army  with  you  you  would  come  out 
safely  somewhere.  To  secure  certain  success  I  deemed  the  captm-e  of 
Wilmington  of  the  greatest  importance.  Butler  came  near  losing  that 
prize  to  us,  but  Terry  and  Schofleld  have  since  retrieved  his  blunders, 
and  I  do  not  know  but  that  the  first  failure  has  been  as  valuable  a  suc- 
cess for  the  country  as  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher.  Butler  may  not 
see  it  in  that  light.  Ever  since  you  started  on  the  last  campaign,  and 
before,  1  have  been  attempting  to  get  something  done  in  the  West,  both 
to  cooperate  with  you  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  enemy's  weak- 
ness there  to  accomplish  results  favorable  to  us.  Knowing  Thomas  to 
be  slow  beyond  excuse  1  depleted  his  army  to  re-enforce  Canby,so  that 
he  might  act  from  Mobile  Bay  on  the  interior.  With  all  I  have  said  he 
had  not  moved  at  last  advices.  Canby  was  sending  a  cavalry  force  of 
about  7,000  from  Vicksburg  toward  Selma.  I  ordered  Thomas  to  send 
Wilson  from  Eastport  toward  the  same  point  and  to  get  him  off  as  soon 
after  the  20th  of  February  as  possible.  He  telegraphed  me  that  he 
would  be  off  by  that  date.  He  has  not  yet  started,  or  had  not  at  last 
advices.  I  ordered  him  to  send  Stoneman  from  East  Tennessee  into 
Northwest  South  Carolina  to  be  there  about  the  time  you  would  reach 
Columbia.  He  would  either  have  drawn  off  the  enemy''s  cavalry  from 
you  or  would  have  succeeded  in  destroying  railroads,  supplies,  and 
other  materials  Avhich  you  could  not  reach.  At  that  time  the  Rich- 
mond papers  were  full  of  accounts  of  your  movements  and  gave  daily 
accounts  of  movements  in  West  North  Carolina.  I  supposed  all  the 
time  it  was  Stoneman.  You  may  judge  my  surprise  when  I  afterward 
learned  that  Stoneman  was  still  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  that  the  troops 
in  North  Carolina  were  Kirk's  forces.    In  order  that  Stoneman  might 
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get  off  without  delay,  I  told  Thomas  that  3,000  men  would  be  sufficient 
tor  him  to  take.  lu  the  meantime  I  had  directed  Sheridan  to  get  his 
cavalry  ready  and  as  soon  as  the  snow  in  the  mountains  melted  suffi- 
ciently to  start  for  Staunton  and  go  on  and  destroy  the  Virginia  Cen- 
tral road  and  the  canal.  Time  advanced  until  he  set  the  28th  of  Feb- 
ruary for  starting.  I  informed  Thomas  and  directed  him  to  change  the 
course  of  Stonemau  toward  Lynchburg  to  destroy  the  road  in  Virginia 
up  as  near  to  that  place  as  possible.  Not  hearing  from  Thomas  I  tele- 
graphed to  him  about  the  12th  to  know  if  Stoneman  was  yet  off.  He 
replied  that  he  had  not  but  that  he  (Thomas)  would  start  that  day  for 
Knoxville  to  get  him  off  as  soon  as  possible.  Sheridan  has  made  his 
raid  and  with  splendid  success  so  far  as  heard.  I  am  looking  for  him  at 
White  House  to-day.  Since  about  the  20th  of  last  month  the  Richmond 
papers  have  been  prohibited  from  publishing  accounts  of  army  move- 
ments. We  are  left  to  our  own  resources,  therefore,  for  information. 
You.  will  see  from  the  papers  what  Sheridan  has  done.  If  you  do  not 
the  officer  who  bears  this  will  tell  you  all.  Lee  has  depleted  his  army 
but  very  little  recently  and  I  learn  of  none  going  south.  Some  regi- 
ments may  have  been  detached,  but  I  think  no  division  or  brigade. 
The  determination  seems  to  be  to  hold  Richmond  as  long  as  possible. 
I  have  a  force  sufficient  to  leave  enough  to  hold  our  lines,  all  that  is 
necessary  of  them,  and  move  out  with  plenty  to  whip  his  whole  army. 
But  the  roads  are  entirely  impassable.  Until  they  improve  1  shall  con- 
tent myself  with  watching  Lee  and  be  prepared  to  pitch  into  him  if  he 
attempts  to  evacuate  the  place.  I  may  bring  Sheridan  over;  I  think  I 
will,  and  break  up  the  Danville  and  South  Side  railroads.  These  are 
the  last  avenues  left  to  the  enemy^  Recruits  have  come  in  so  rapidly 
at  the  West  that  Thomas  has  now  about  as  much  force  as  he  had  when 
he  attacked  Hood.  I  have  stopped  all  who  under  previous  orders  would 
go  to  him,  except  those  from  Illinois.  Fearing  the  possibility  of  the 
enemy  falling  back  to  Lynchburg,  and  afterward  attempting  to  go  into 
Bast  Tennessee  or  Kentucky,  I  have  ordered  Thomas  to  move  the  Fourth 
Corps  to  Bull's  Gap  and  to  fortify  there,  and  to  hold  out  to  the  Virginia 
line  if  he  can.  He  has  accumulated  a  large  amount  of  supplies  in 
Knoxville  and  has  been  ordered  not  to  destroy  any  of  the  railroad  west 
of  the  Virginia  line.  I  told  him  to  get  ready  for  a  campaign  toward 
Lynchburg,  if  it  became  necessary.  He  never  can  make  one  there  or 
elsewhere,  but  the  st«ps  taken  will  prepare  for  any  one  else  to  take  his 
troops  and  come  east  or  go  toward  Rome,  whichever  may  be  necessary. 
I  do  not  believe  either  will.  When  I  hear  that  you  and  Schofleld  are 
together  with  your  back  upon  the  coast  I  shall  feel  that  you  are  entirely 
safe  against  anything  the  enemy  can  do.  Lee  may  evacuate  Richmond, 
but  he  cannot  get  there  with  force  enough  to  touch  you.  His  army  is 
now  demoralized  and  deserting  very  fast,  both  to  us  and  to  their  homes. 
A  retrograde  movement  would  cost  him  thousands  of  men,  even  if  we  did 
not  follow.  Five  thousand  men  belonging  to  the  corps  with  you  are 
now  on  their  way  to  join  you.  If  more  re-enforcements  are  necessary  I 
will  send  them.  My  notion  is  that  you  should  get  Raleigh  as  soon  as 
possible  and  hold  the  railroad  from  there  back.  This  may  take  more 
force  than  you  now  have.  From  that  point  all  iTorth  Carolina  roads 
can  be  made  useless  to  the  enemy  without  keeping  up  communications 
with  the  rear.  Hoping  to  hear  soon  of  your  junction  with  the  forces 
from  Wilmington  and  New  Berne, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Chap.LIX.]  COKRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  861 

U.  S.  Steamer  Bolus, 
HT  •  ^       TXT  m  «  ^-^  Fayetteville,  March  16,  1865—5  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W,  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
^  Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the  15th,  at 
I  p.  m.  of  same  date.  I  have  written  Captain  Young,  making  known 
your  wishes  in  regard  to  this  vessel ;  also  the  tug.  He  will  see  General 
Dodge  and  make  the  necessary  arrangements  with  him.  I  do  not 
think  Captain  Young  has  a  tug  at  his  disposal  now.  I  shall  remain  as 
near  Fayetteville  as  possible  till  ordered  down,  or  until  I  hear  from 
you  that  my  services  are  no  longer  needed,  Tiie  steamers  Lady  Lang 
and  Mary  Benton  are  here  unloading.  The  former  goes  down  this 
morning.  I  shall  send  my  dispatch  by  her.  The  river  has  stopped 
falling.    More  transports  are  expected  up.    * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  S.  KEYSBR, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Kyle's  Landing,  N.  c, 

March  16,  1865 — 2  a.  m. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing : 
General  :  Yours  is  just  received.  Your  orders  are  all  right.  I  fear 
the  present  rain  will  make  the  roads  utterly  impracticable.  Hardee's 
whole  force  is  in  our  front  near  the  forks  of  the  road,  and  1  have  ordered 
Slocum  to  go  at  him  in  the  morning  in  good  shape  but  vigorously  and 
push  him  beyond  Averasborough.  Kilpatrick  is  ahead  across  the 
branch  marked  [Taylor's]  Hole,  about  two  miles  this  side  theforks.  Your 
courier  brings  me  good  news  from  Schofleld  and  Terry.  Schofield 
reports  he  whipped  Bragg  handsomely  at  Kinston  and  undertakes  to 
have  supplies  for  us  there  and  probably  farther  along.  Terry  says  he 
can  reach  Faison's  with  his  9,000  men  by  Sunday  or  Monday,  and  that 
the  rest  of  Schofield's  troops  that  had  left  Wilmington  had  made  junc- 
tion with  Schofield  at  Kinston.  Also  that  Sheridan  is  coming  to  us  by 
land  with  8,000  cavalry.  So  all  is  working  well  around  us  and  we 
must  not  scatter,  but  aim  to  converge  about  Bentonville,  and  after- 
ward Goldsborough.  The  rain  is  as  bad  for  our  opponents  as  for 
us,  and  I  doubt  if  they  have  as  good  supplies  or  transportation  as 
we.  Terry  has  sent  up  3,800  pairs  of  shoes  and  2,400  pairs  of  pants. 
Divide  with  Slocum.  We  took  Col.  Alfred  Ehett,  of  Fort  Sumter,  pris- 
oner yesterday.  He  is  commanding  a  brigade  in  Hardee's  troops 
ahead,  and  from  drop  expressions  I  think  Hardee  will  try  and  fight  us 
at  the  cross-roads. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  and  Army  ov  the  Tennessee, 


') 


Graham's  Bridge  lioad,  March  16,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  : 

General  :  General  Logan's  head  of  column  reached  this  point  about 
1.30  p.  m.     His  divisions  are  going  into  camp ;  three  will  be  here  by  dark. 
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Woods'  division  will  eucamp  near  South  Eiver.  The  roads  are  so  ter- 
rible that  we  caiiuot  more  than  close  up  the  wagon  train  to  that  point. 
General  Geary,  with  his  train,  is  near  by,  and  will  encamp  on  my  left. 
There  is  a  cross-road  here  leading  north  into  the  Kaleigh  road.  Gen- 
eral Blair  will,  without  doubt,  be  at  the  cross-roads  just  east  of  Owens- 
ville.  In  the  morniug  I  will  move  forward  toward  Eentonville,  till  I 
reach  the  road  leading  northward  from  Beaman's  Cross-  Hoads.  General 
Blair  has  been  directed  to  move  to  Beaman's  Gross-Eoads,  throwing  his 
mounted  men  down  to  Clinton,  to  cover  the  refugee  train.  General 
Geary  was  going  farther,  but  I  took  the  liberty  of  stopping  him  here  in 
consequence  of  your  letter.  The  rebel  cavalry  have  been  very  stubborn 
to-day  in  our  front.  Corse's  men  drove  them  across  the  Cohera,  covering 
the  movement  northward.  The  rebels  were  intrenched  at  South  Eiver, 
at  Logan's  crossing.  His  men  were  crossed  above  in  pontoons  and 
turned  them  out.  They  have  with  that  force  a  section  of  artillery.  I 
am  anxious  to  hear  the  moment  General  Slocum's  left  column  gets 
across  the  Black. 
Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


Special       )  Hdqes.  Dept.  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

Field  Orders,  >  Near  Jackson's  Farm,  N.  C, 

No.  G2.  )  March 

The  unencumbered  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen. 

John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  move  to-morrow  to  the  crossing  of  the 

road  on  which  the  head  of  column  is  now  encamped  with  the  Clinton 

and  Ealeigh  road.    The  surplus  trains  of  the  corps,  with  their  guard, 

will  move  to  Beaman's  Cross-Eoads.    The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  move  to  Beaman's  Cross-Koads. 

These  headquarters  will  follow  the  second  division  in  order  of  march 

of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAIS^  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  F.  C,  March  16,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
Major:  In  consequence  of  the  bad  roads  and  rapid  rise  of  the  river 
I  have  been  unable  to  get  my  ordnance  and  ambulance  trains  across, 
and  have  gone  into  camp  three  miles  this  side.  Eiver  is  still  rising 
rapidly  and  roads  very  bad  in  my  front.  Shall  I  cut  loose  from 
my  ordnance  aud  ambulance  trains  and  push  forward  with  the  troops, 
or  Avait  here  and  build  a  bridge  across  the  river  to-morrow  morning? 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

I  have  sent  to  General  W.B.  Woods  to  prepare  the  material  and  put 
m  the  bridge  during  the  night,  or  as  soon  as  possible.    If  the  creek  does 
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not  rise  more  tbpn  eighteen  inches  I  think  the  whole  supply  train  can 
be  crossed  in  the  morning.  I  will  put  my  whole  infantry  force  to  work 
in  the  morning  repairing  the  roads  in  my  front. 

N.  B. — Since  the  above  was  written  I  have  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
ordnance  and  ambulance  trains  but  the  supply  train  cannot  cross 
without  a  bridge.  C.  E.  W. 


Hdqrs,  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Akmy  (Jokps, 

Near  Jones''  Swamp,  N.  C,  Marsh  l(i,  1SG5, 
Maj.  Max,  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  in  compliance  with  orders  re- 
ceived from  the  major-general  commanding  the  corps,  I  left  my  camp 
near  Cape  Fear  Eiver  at  6  o'clock  this  morning,  and  taking  the  road  as 
pursued  by  the  Third  Division  and  balance  of  the  corps,  reached  South 
Eiver  about  3  p.  m.  Overtaking  the  trains  of  the  Third  Divisiuii,  I 
massed  my  command,  waiting  until  6  o'clock  before  I  obtained  the 
bridge,  when  I  began  moving  my  command  over.  The  crossing  soon 
became  so  bad  that  each  team  had  to  be  assisted  by  the  troops,  and 
this  while  the  men  were  in  water  two  feet  deep.  At  10  o'clock  to-niglit 
my  last  wagon  was  brought  over,  and  I  am  now  in  camp  three  miles 
this  side  the  river  with  my  troops  covering  the  road  both  to  the  front 
and  rear.  My  headquarters  are  on  the  roadside,  just  between  my  two 
lines.  Without  further  orders  I  shall  move  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenih  Army  Corps, 

Mrs.  Loclcerfs,  N.  C,  March  16,  1805. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistan  t  Adjutant-  Genera  I : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  moved  at  9  a.  m.  this 
morning  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  Division,  crossing  the  Black  Eiver  at 
Maxwell's  Bridge  and  camping  eight  miles  in  advance  of  that  point. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

'       ^  '  W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqks.  FouBT^  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Little  Cohera  Greek,  N.  C.,  March  16,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  "Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  and  operations  of  my  command  the  15th  instant:  Pur- 
suant to  orders  from  corps  headquarters  I  broke  camp  at  9  a.  m.  sharp 
and  moved  upon  the  Goldsborough  road  to  the  vicinity  of  South  Eiver, 
where  the  enemy  was  developed  upon  the  opposite  bank,  and 
immediately  opened  with  artillery  and  small-arms,  the  latter  being 
from  a  pretty  strong  skirmish  line  holding  a  position  in  front  of  a 
wooded  swamp  covered  with  water  from  two  to  four  feet  in  depth. 
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The  enemy  had  rendered  the  bridge  over  the  main  channel  (which  was 
about  ten  feet  deep)  impassable  by  removing  the  covering  of  the  bridge. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  pontoon  train,  at  0  p.  m.,  I  placed  two  boats 
across  the  main  channel  of  the  stream,  and  at  8  p.  m.  commenced 
crossing  my  infantry,  who  were  compelled  to  Avade  a  distance  of  200 
yards  tlirough  the  swamp  with  water  to  the  waist  after  leaving  tlici 
boats.  At  9.30  the  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers  succeeded  in 
making  a  lodgment  on  high  ground  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  found 
the  enemy  had  left  his  position,  which  this  regiment  immediately  occu- 
pied. Upon  receiving  intelligence  of  the  flight  of  the  enemy,  I  at 
once  placed  a  detail  at  worlc  on  the  bridge,  in  order  to  have  it  in  readi- 
ness for  crossing  my-trains  in  the  morning.  My  command  has  made 
a  march  of  ten  miles. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
In  the  Field,  Little  Cohera  Creek,  N.  C,  March  16, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  orders  from 
corps  headquarters,  I  broke  camp  at  7  a.  m.,  crossed  South  Eiver,  and 
from  thence,moved  on  the  Goldsborough  road,  a  distance  of  six  miles, 
where  I  moved  to  the  left  on  a  neighborhood  road  to  its  intersection  with 
the  Fayetteville  and  Bentouville  road,  where  my  command  is  now  in 
bivouac,  having  made  a  march  of  nine  miles.  I  would  state  that  before 
leaving  the  Goldsborough,  or  Maxwell  road,  as  citizens  term  it,  one 
regiment  and  a  section  of  artillery  was  detached  from  my  column  to 
expel  the  enemy  from  a  position  he  had  taken  across  Little  Cohera 
Creek,  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  point  of  my  departure  from  this 
road,  in  which  they  were  successful,  and  one  brigade  (the  Second)  left  in 
position  at  that  point  as  a  protection  to  the  flanks  of  the  column  while 
passing.    This  brigade  has  rejoined  the  division. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Special        )        Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 
Field  Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  45.  )  In  the  Field,  K  C,  March  16,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  7  a.  m.  sharp  to-niorrow, 
the  17th  instant,  on  Fayetteville  and  Bentouville  road  in  the  following 
order,  viz :  The  Third  Brigade  in  advance,  the  First  Brigade  in  center, 
and  Second  Brigade  in  rear,  the  troops  marching  to  the  right  of  and 
by  the  side  of  trains.  Trains  in  same  order  as  heretofore.  The  column 
must  keep  well  closed  up. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqes.  Department  and  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

JN'ear  Jaclcson's  Farm,  N.  G.,  .March  16,  18G5. 
Maj.  Geu.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  (leneraJ  Sberinan  says  that  Hardee  is  iu  front  of  Slocum 
on  the  nver  road,  and  he  thinks  he  intends  to  make  a  stand  at  the 
cross  roads  above  Kyle's  Landing.  Please  move  to  Beaman's  Oross- 
lioads  tomorrow,  effecting  a  crossing,  however,  of  the  creek  in  your  front 
with  yonr  mounted  men,  in  order  to  let  the  refugees  pass  through  Clin- 
ton. If  Slocum  needs  us  we  can  march  up  the  Kaleigh  road,  but  if  he 
does  not  you  will  be  directed  to  Troublelield's  Store,  and  Logan's  dis- 
encumbered divisions  will  move  straight  on  Bentimville,  while  his  trains 
will  follow  you  from  Beaman's  Cioss-ltoads.  Our  main  objective  has 
been  changed  to  Everettsville  instead  of  FaLson's  Depot,  as  ordered 
before.  Schotield  reports  that  he  whii)[ted  Bragg,  and  is  near  Kinston. 
Terry  says  he  will  be  at  Faisoii's  by  Sunday  or  Monday.  Expect  fur- 
ther orders  at  Beaman's  Cross-Eoads.  We  have  skirra'ished  with  the 
rebel  cavalry  to-day,  supporting  artillery.  Your  movement  will  turn 
them  out. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  (>.  HOWARD, 

^lajor- General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  army  Corps, 

No,  (JT.  )  Near  Owensville,  N.  C,  March  If!,  1805. 

The  command  will  move  to  Beaman's  Cross-lioads  to-morrow.  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  have  the 
advance  and  will  move  forward  at  7  a.  m.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  1^'orco, 
commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  forward  at  7  a.  m.  and  close  uj) 
on  the  Fourth  Division.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First 
Division,  will  move  forward  at  as  early  an  hour  as  practicable  and  close 
up  on  the  Third  Division.  The  section  of  the  pontoon  train  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division.  The  detachment  of  department  headquarters 
train  vrill  follow  the  Third  Division.  Miij.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  will  leave 
one  regiment  Avith  the  main  pontoon  train  as  guard.  The  x'^^inth  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry  will  proceed  to  Clinton  and  remain  there  until  the 
arrival  of  the  refugee  train.  They  will  then  move  over  to  Faison's 
Depot  and  communicate  with  General  Terry,  and  if  practicable  obtain 
ammunition.  From  thence  they  will  move  northward  and  join  the 
command. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  I'.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  ,lR., 
Assistant  Adjutant- Ceneral. 


Headqi'arters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Otcenscille,  N.  C,  March  Ki,  18611. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move" 
forward  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  sending  forward  yonr  white  i)ioneer  corps 
at  «  o'clock  to  the  bridge  on  Little  Cohera.    General  Smith  is  working 
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on  the  bridge;  if  he  finishes  it  by  7  o'clock  he  will  cross  aud  take  the 
advance.  If,  however,  the  bridge  is  not  completed  before  you  get  here, 
yon  will  take  the  advance. 

Very  respectfnlly,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjut-ant- General. 


HdQKS.  DEPAKTMEXT   AJ!fD   AKMV   OF   THE  TENNESSEE, 

In  the  Field,  March  10.,  18(1'>. 
Mail".  Gen.  J.  W.  Geaey, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Tirmitieth  Army  Corps: 
Gekeeal:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  <"opy  of  the  order 
of  march  of  tins  command  for  to-morrow.*  I  am  directed  bj'  the  gen- 
eral commanding  this  wing  of  the  army  to  say  that  in  the  absence  of 
orders  from  your  immediate  commanding  generals  yon  will  follow  the 
disencumbered  diWsions  of  Major-General  Logans  (Fifteenth)  army 
corjjs,  but  it  is  suggested  that  yon  remain  in  your  present  position 
to-moiTow,  as  you  will  see  from  the  order  of  march  that  this  column 
moves  forward  but  live  miles. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectlullv.  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetees  Uepartjient  of  North  Carolina. 

In  the  Field,  Kinston,  March  Ki,  1865. 
Hon.  Edtvix  M.  Staxtox. 

Secretary  of  Trflr: 

Understanding  that  the  late  CongTess  passed  a  law  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  Commissary  Department,  creating  new  griules,  &c.,  I 
desire, respectfully, to  reiommend  Lieut.  Col. E.  B. Treat, chief  commis- 
sary of  subsistence  of  the  Twenty- third  Army  Corps,  for  appointment  a,s 
inspector  in  the  Commissary  Department,  under  that  law.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Treat  has  been  with  me  since  I  took  command  of  the  Army  of 
the  Oliio ;  was  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  acting  chief  commissary 
of  subsistence  of  the  army  in  the  field,  and  performed  the  duties  of  his 
ofBce  with  a  fidelity,  zeal,  and  efficiency  that  eminently  entitle  him  to 
promotion. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi>ectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-Gcneral. 

,,  .     ^  ,  „  ^EW  Berne,  March  10. 1865. 

jlajor-General  Schofield  : 

The  boats  with  commissary  stores,  on  account  of  the  storm  and  an 
accident,  did  not  proceed  far  yesterday.  They  went  on  to  day  aud  I 
think  will  get  through  without  further  difficulty. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

lireret  Brigadier-General. 

'  See  p.  862. 


Chap  LIX.)  CORRESPONDKNCE,  ETC. UNION.  867 

Headquartebs  Twelfth  New  York  (Cavalry, 

In  the  Field,  March  10,  1863. 
Maj.  TiiEOt  Cox, 

Assistant  Adjiitnnt-GeneraJ : 
MA.TOR:  A  strong  picket  of  tlie  enemy  is  maintaiued  on  tlic  other 
.side  of  Falling  Creek.  Information  tolerably  reliable  shows  that  there 
is  a  small  force  of  infantry,  say  100  men,  and  some  cavalry  a  short 
distance  beyond.  I  crossed  skirmi.shcrs  this  afternoon,  but  was  \inable 
to  get  horses  across.  Eflorts  will  be  made  in  the  morning  to  cross 
either  on  the  Goldsborongh  road  or  at  some  point  nortli. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  SAVAGE, 
Colonel  Ticelfth  Kew   York  Cavalry. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  13  Miles  on  Raleigh  Road  out  of  FayetteviUe, 

March  16, 1865—2  a.  m. 
Major-General  Terry, 

Wilmington,  X.  C. : 
General  :  Thank  yoa  kindly  for  the  shoes  and  pants,  and  still  more 
for  the  certain  knowledge  that  General  Schofield  is  in  possession  of 
Kinston.  That  is  of  great  importance,  for  thence  to  Goldsborongh 
there  are  no  bridges.  I  will,  in  consequence,  move  straight  on  Golds- 
borough.  It  is  now  raining  hard  and  the  bottom  has  fallen  out,  and 
we  will  have  to  corduroy  every  foot  of  the  way.  Hardee  is  ahead  of 
me  and  shows  light.  I  wiU  go  at  him  in  the  morning  with  four  divis- 
ions and  push  him  as  far  as  Averasborough  before  turning  toward 
Bentonville  and  Cox's  Bridge.  My  extreme  right  will  aini  for  Ever- 
ettsville  and  Faison's.  I  am  delighted  that  General  Sheridan  is  slash- 
ing away  with  his  column  of  cavalry.  He  will  be  a  disturbing  element 
in  the  grand  and  beautiful  game  of  war,  and  if  he  reaches  me  I'll 
make  all  North  CaroUna  howl.  I  will  make  him  a  deed  of  gift  of  every 
horse  in  the  State,  to  be  settled  for  at  the  day  of  judgment.  I  cannot, 
of  course,  reach  General  Sheridan  with  any  suggestions,  but  he  should 
march  for  Danville,  Greensborough,  and  lialeigh,  or  rather  near  those 
points,  making  some  detours  to  mislead.  Tell  General  Dodge  to  keep 
boats  running  up  Cape  Fear  until  he  knows  I  am  at  my  new  base. 
This  rain,  so  damaging  to  my  land  transportation,  is  a  good  thing  for 
the  river,  which  had  fallen  very  much.  He  can  use  the  rebel  captured 
boats,  which,  if  lost,  are  of  no  account.  Each  of  those  boats  should 
be  supplied  a  good  barge  that  can  hold  all  the  crew  in  case  the 
boat  is  caught  by  a  fall  in  the  river.  Captain  Young  agreed  to  keep 
his  gun-boats  running  busy  and  as  high  up  as  possible.  I  want  to 
keep  up  the  impression  that  I  am  using  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver  for  sup- 
plies, for  our  foolish  Northern  journals  have  published  the  fact  that  I 
am  aiming  for  New  Berne,  a  fact  that  I  had  concealed  from  everybody 
not  necessarily  in  my  confidence.  These  fellows  discovered  it  by  the 
course  taken  by  the  supply  boats  from  Port  lioyal. 
Hoping  to  meet  you-  soon,  I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — We  took  some  prisoners  to  day,  among  them  Col.  Alfred 
Ehett,  of  Fort  Sumter,  who  commands  a  brigade  in  Hardee's  army. 

SHEEMAN. 
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Headquaeters  Provisional  Corps, 

March  IC,  1865— 0.10  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Ames: 

General  :  Major-Geueral  Terry  directs  me  to  say  that  Paine's  divis- 
ion will  uot  cross  to-night.  Lee's  battery  will,  if  it  can.  The  wagon 
train  is  very  much  behind  hand  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  crossing 
the  bridge.  Probably  it  will  not  be  up  in  time  to  start  in  the  morning. 
Be  thinks  it  Avould  be  best  for  you  to  push  on  in  the  morning  (starting 
at  C  o'clock)  to  South  Washington,  so  as  to  protect  the  stores  which  he 
expects  there  by  noon  to-morrow,  leaving  Paine  to  come  up  with  the 
wagons.  Unless  you  hear  something  to  the  contrary  from  him  during 
the  night,  please  carry  out  this  progrannne.  You  can  take  half  the 
cavalry  with  you,  leaving  the  other  half  with  Paine.  Please  direct  the 
ofticer  commanding  the  cavalry  to  go  into  camp,  and  send  one  of  the 
guides  to  Paine.  You,  of  course,  will  have  the  whole  picket  duty  on 
your  side  of  the  creek.  Headquarters  will  be  at  the  church,  about  half 
a-uiile  this  side  the  creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

on  AS.  H.  GRAVES, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  N.  C,  March  16,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  J.  Paine, 

Commaiidinfj  Third  Division,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps: 

Ge>-eral:  The  major-general  commanding,  deeming  it  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  have  possession  of  South  Washington  before  the  arrival 
of  our  steamers  at  that  ])]ace,  so  as  to  place  their  safety  beyond  a 
doubt,  has  directed  General  Ames  to  move  at  0  a.  m.  to-morrow  so  as 
to  arrive  at  that  point  by  noon,  tlie  hour  appointed  for  the  arrival  of 
the  steamers.  The  scattered  condition  of  our  train  requires  that  your 
command  should  be  delayed  until  it  can  be  closed  up.  You  will  please 
cross  Burgaw  Creek  at  7  a.  m.  and  move  forward  until  there  is  suf- 
ficient space  beyond  the  creek  for  the  whole  train  to  pass  it,  halting 
your  command  until  it  shall  have  done  so.  Your  pioneers  will  be 
employed  during  the  day  to-morrow  in  repairing  the  road,  as  ordered 
to-day. 

By  order  of  MaJ.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEKRY, 

Major  and  A^sKutanf  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South 

,,   .   ,,        r^    ,    ^  Charleston,  S.  C,  March  16,  'l865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmorb,  ' 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South  : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  quantity  of  cotton  in 
this  town  and  vicinity  is  probably  between  5,000  and  10,000  bales  It 
IS  mostly  held  in  small  quantities  by  people  who,  mistrusting  the  value 
of  the  currency  of  the  South,  invested  their  savings  in  cotton  as  a 
means  of  securing  something  sliould  the  city  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Government  troops.     I  would  respwtfully  rerpicst  instructions  from 
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yourself  or  the  War  Depiirtiiieut  with  regard  to  it.  riaviiig  no  instruc- 
tions, I  have  eiideavored  to  carry  out,  so  far  as  possible,  the  policy 
adopted  in  Savannah,  which  was,  I  understand,  sanctioned  by  tlie 
Department.  1  am  now  collecting  the  cotton,  using  the  new  custom- 
house as  a  place  of  deposit.  Each  lot  is  marlced  and  entered  in  a  book, 
with  the  name  of  tlie  claimant  and  any  peculiar  circumstances  con- 
nected with  it,  which  may  be  of  some  service  either  to  the  Government 
or  the  owner.  No  receipts  have  been  given,  as  1  am  informed  none 
were  given  in  Savannah.  If  the  Department  should  decide  to  give 
receipts  the  books  are  so  kept  that  they  can  be  given  by  reference  to 
them.  I  would  also  request  instructions  with  regard  to  rosin,  turpen- 
tine, and  tobacco  found  here.  There  will  undoubtedly  be  quite  a  large 
amount  of  these  valuable  articles  and  I  am  now  seizing  them. 
1  am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- Oeueral,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  March  17,  1865 — 2  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

Dispatches  have  just  been  received  from  Sheridan.*  After  leaving 
Columbia,  the  point  at  which  his  first  dispatch  was  dated,  he  proceeded 
to  Goochland,  destroying  the  canal  to  that  place.  Hethen  moved  up  to 
the  Virginia  Central  liailroad  at  Tolersville  and  destroyed  it  down  to 
Beaver  Dam  Station,  totally  destroying  fifteen  miles  of  the  road.  The 
Ashland  and  South  Anna  bridges  were  destroyed.  There  is  not  now  a 
bridge  on  tUe  road  from  South  A.nna  to  Lynchburg.  He  will  reach 
White  House  tonight.    His  command  is  in  good  condition. 

T.  S.  BOWEItS, 
AHHhiaint  AdjutMnt- General. 


Special,  Orders,  )  Hdqks.  Aumies  oi'  the  United  States, 

No.  53.  I  City  Point,  Ya.,  March  17,  I860. 

I.  First  Lieut.  William  M.  Dunn,  jr.,  acting  aide-de-camp,  will  proceed 
as  bearer  of  dispatches  to  Ma.j.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  commanding 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  upon  the  delivery  of  which  he  will 
rejoin  these  headquarters.  He  will  proceed  from  City  Point  to  Fort 
Monroe  on  the  mail  boat,  and  there  take  the  first  steamer  for  New 
Berne,  N.  C,  from  which  point  he  will  proceed  by  the  most  practicable 
means.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  necessary  trans- 
portation. 

******* 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant : 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Eighteen  Miles  Northeast  FayettevVle, 

March  17,  ISOo — 7  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing : 
General:  General    Slocum   found   the  enemy   covering  the  nar- 
row neck  from  Taylor's  Hole  up  to  the  Goldsborough  road.     He  d-.ove 
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them  from  two  successive  ])ositions,  takiiift-  tlirec  guns,  some  prisoners 
and  wounded,  but  losing  biuiself  i)retty  severely,  J  think  as  many  as 
300  in  all.  But  the  enemy  lost  heavily  also,  from  appearances.  At 
night  the  enemy  still  held  the  forks,  but  it  is  just  reported  that  he  is 
gone,  I  suppose  up  to  Averasborough,  where  the  Italeigh  and  Smith- 
field  roads  fork.  Tour  scout,  Duncan,  is  just  in,  having  escaped  from 
McLaws'  guard,  he  thinks  about  twelve  miles  out  on  the  Smithfield 
road;  so  Hardee  is  retreating  ou  Smithfield.  Slocum  will  feel  out 
toward  Averasborough,  but  move  his  column  ou  the  Goldsborough 
road,  which  is  that  which  crosses  Black  and  Mingo  Creeks  just  ahead 
of  where  we  are.  Our  true  tactics  would  be  to  push  all  oiir  columns 
to  Smithfield,  but  I  will  only  follow  Hardee  far  enough  to  give  him 
impulse,  when  we  must  resume  our  [course].  I  want  you  to-day  to 
get  to  where  the  Goldsborough  road  crosses  Mingo,  and  have  that 
bridge  well  repaired.  You  need  not  come  over  to  Slocum  unless  you 
hear  him  engaged.  We  might  cut  his  column  at  Elevation,  but  it  will 
be  time  enough  to  think  of  that  to-night.  Blair  is  getting  too  far  off. 
Better  draw  him  and  all  your  trains  toward  Troublefleld's  Store. 
Weather  having  cleared  off,  we  may  count  on  better  roads.  Have  a 
road  for  your  column  reconnoitered  from  Mingo  bridge  to  that  point 
north  of  Troublefield's  where  three  roads  meet.  I  expect  to  be  to-night 
somewhere  between  Black  liiver  and  Mingo  bridge. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Crossing  of  Fayetteville  and  Goldsborough  with 

Clinton  and  Raleigh  Boads,  March  17,  180S — 3  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 
General:  Your  dispatch  by  Duncan  received.  lam  glad  enough 
to  see  him  back.  He  was  stripped  of  his  clothing,  and  everything, 
eveu  to  his  finger  ring,  and  in  the  presence  of  Hampton  himself 
Quite  different  usage  from  that  I  bestow  on  prisoners  from  Hampton. 
Your  order  for  me  to  repair  the  bridge  across  Mingo  Creek  made 
me  think  you  were  mistaken  as  to  my  position.  By  dark  Logan  will 
have  his  four  divisions  at  this  point.  It  is  thirteen  miles  from  here 
to  Averasborough,  eleven  to  Bentouville,  and  seven  to  Beamau's 
Cross- Koads,  to  which  place  Blair  is  moving.  You  said  you  thought 
Blair  was  getting  too  far  off.  When  Logan  turned  noithward  toward 
this  road  Blair  did  the  same.  You  gave  me  Everettsville  as  my 
objective.  Now  that  General  Slocum  has  turned  toward  Golds- 
borough, I  have  given  my  orders  according  to  the  programme  you  laid 
down  for  me;  but  thinking  you  might  wish  still  to  turn  on  Smithfteld, 
1  will  lead  the  disencumbered  divisions  toward  Bentouville,  across 
both  branches  of  the  Coheia,  and  then  can  take  a  road  leading  direct 
to  Everettsville.  This  road  begins  about  five  miles  beyond  Seven-Mile 
Branch.  I  heard  that  tlie  quartermaster  in  charge  of  shoes,  &c.,  by  the 
steamer  had  refused  to  send  the  half  I  left  to  General  Slocum  for  want  of 
quartermaster's  receipts.  1  regret  it  exceedingly,  as  I  would  have  had 
tliem  receipted  for  and  sent  to  him  had  I  suspected  such  meanness 
I  hope,  however  it  is  not  true.  Thinking  you  might  wish  me  to  pusli 
l;irt]ier  north,  I  linve  iiad  one  division  encamiped  well  out  on  the 
Averasborough  road,  and  Corse  has  sent  a  reconnaissance  toward  xAliugo 
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Creek.  I  have  not  done  more  than  that,  as  you  intimated  that  1  should 
not  move  over  to  Slocum,  unless  there  was  further  need  than  now 
appears.  I  had  information  that  Bragg  had  left  Goldsborough  and 
was  retreating  on  Raleigh,  through  Smithfield,  prior  to  Duncan's 
arrival. 

Respectfully, 

O.  ().  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Camp  betioeen  North  River  and  Mingo  Greek, 

March  17, 1865. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing: 
General  :  North  River  had  to  be  bridged  and  has  delayed  us  today. 
Davis  is  on  Mingo  and  Williams  on  North  River.  Kilijatrick  is  up  the 
road  in  the  direction  of  Elevation.  We  still  threaten  Smithville  [Smith- 
field],  but  to  morrow  will  move  rapidly  toward  Cox's  Bridge  and  Golds- 
borough.  If  the  enemy  fail  to  fight  for  Goldsborough,  of  course  we  go 
right  in,  Slocum  by  Cox's  Bridge,  and  you  by  the  south,  as  Schofield 
comes  from  the  east  (Kinston).  But  if  the  enemy  opposes,  I  propose 
to  throw  our  empty  wagons  down  to  Kinston  for  forage  and  supplies 
whilst  we  proceed  to  reduce  Goldsborough.  To  this  end  Slocum  will 
break  the  railroad  west  of  Cox's  Bridge,  and  you  will  cross  Neuse  in 
front  as  Schofield  comes  from  the  east  and  swings  against  the  railroad 
north  of  the  town.  I  doubt  if  there  be  any  fortifications  at  Golds- 
borough capable  of  holding  anything  more  than  a  railroad  guard.  I 
have  examined  your  order  and  it  will  do,  only  get  on  a  right-hand  road 
as  soon  as  possible,  that  you  may  not  delay  Slocum's  troops,  who  will 
necessarily  all  be  forced  on  the  one  road.  Try  and  keep  around  the 
head  of  Falling  Water  Creek,  viz,  to  its  south.  I  will  push  Slocum 
to  morrow  and  next  day  and  think  by  day  after  to-morrow  we  will  all 
be  in  position,  viz,  you  directly  in  front  of  Goldsborough  and  Slocum  at 
Cox's  Bridge.  At  the  time  I  sent  Colonel  Ewing  to  you  yesterday 
the  enemy  had  brought  Slocum  up  all  standing,  and  ^*-  was  on  the  theory 
that  he  would  hold  Slocum  there  that  I  wanted  yoa  at  Mingo  bridge; 
but  the  enemy  retreated  in  the  night  on  Smithfield  and  we  are  again 
on  the  marcli  feigning  to  the  left,  but  moving  trains  and  troops  as 
rapidly  as  the  roads  admit,  on  Goldsborough.  You  may  do  the  same. 
The  enemy  yesterday  had  a  strong  Intrenched  line  in  front  of  the  cross- 
roads, and  had  posted  the  Charleston  brigade  about  one  third  mile  in 
front,  also  intrenched.  The  Twentieth  Corps  struck  the  first  line, 
turned  it  handsomely  and  used  the  Charleston  brigade  up  completely, 
killing  about  40  and  gathering  about  35  wounded  and  100  well 
prisoners,  capturing  3  guns,  but  on  advancing  farther  encountered  the 
larger  line,  which  they  did  not  carry,  bnt  was  abandoned  at  night. 
This  mornhig  a  division  of  Williams'  followed  as  far  as  Averasborough 
whilst  the  rest  turned  to  the  right,  as  I  have  heretofore  stated. 
Slocum  lost  in  killed  and  wonnded  about  300.  He  is  somewhat  heavily 
burdened  by  his  wounded,  which  must  be  hauled.  We  left  the 
Confederate  wounded  in  a  house  by  the  roadside.  The  route  of  retreat 
of  the  enemy  showed  signs  of  considerable  panic,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
he  got  decidedly  tlie  worst  of  it.  ^^^    ^^   SHERMAN, 

'  '  Major-General. 
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Beaman's  Cross-Roads, 
March  17,  1805 — 1.35  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  IIov.^ard, 

Command i no  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Dear  General:  1  liave  been  here  about  lialf  an  hour.  A  brigade 
of  rebel  cavalry  was  here  at  the  cross-roads  this  morning.  Their  rear 
guard  of  about'  forty  men  left  as  I  came  up;  have  halted  one  mile  out 
on  Beutonville  road.  I  learn  that  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  B.  this 
morning.  jSTo  sigus  of  General  Blair.  Have  sent  scouting  party  toward 
<,31inton  with  instructions  to  keep  ou  till  they  meet  the  advance  of 
Seventeenth  Corps.  Will  go  on  myself  in  a  few  minutes.  The  road  is 
excellent,  and  I  see  plenty  of  forage. 
Eespectfully, 

WM.  E.  STRONG, 
Lieutenaiii- Colonel,  die. 

P.  S. — There  were  two  brigades  here  instead  of  one.    General  But- 
ler was  at  the  cross-roads  last  night.     The  command  left  at  10.30  a.  m. 
Respectfully, 

W.  E.  S. 


Special        )        IlEAt>Qi-AiiTEii«  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  |-  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Xo.  03.  )        JacJcson^s  Cross-Roads,  N.  C,  March  17, 1865. 

The  disencumbered  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj. 
Gen.  J.  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  move  to-morrow  on  the  Bentouville 
road,  and  leaving  Troublefield's  Store  -on  the  right,  take  the  most  direct 
road  toward  Everettsville,  making  a  march  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
miles.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  command- 
ing, will  move  to-morrow  to  Troublefield's  Store,  at  which  point  the 
column  will  be  divided.  One  division,  followed  by  the  bridge  train  and 
surplus  trains  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  move  directly  toward 
Everettsville.  The  other  two  divisions  will  move  by  a  lower  route 
toward  Mount  Olive.  The  corps  will  march  a  dista'nce  of  twelve  or 
fifteen  miles,  and  in  case  anything  should  interrupt  commmMcatioii  the 
march  will  be  continued  the  next  day  to  Everettsville  and  amount  Olive. 
These  headquarters  will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistan t  A djutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  March  17,  18f>5-ml0  a.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  At  the  direction  of  the  general  commanding,  I  have  the 
honor  1o  inform  you  that  we  have  arrived  at  the  cross-roads  four  miles 
and  a  halt  from  your  camp.  All  force  of  the  enemv  has  withdrawn 
trom  this  ponit,  which  is  tliirtecn  miles  from  Averasborough  and  seven 
miles  from  Beaman's  Cross-Roads.  The  Fifteenth  Corps  will  go  into 
camp  near  here,  one  division   some  distance  down  the  road  toward 
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Averasborongli,  in  case  orders  iire  received  from  General  Sherman  tliat 
vre  are  needed.  The  general  desires  me  to  say  furtlier  that  you  may  as 
well  msike  yourselves  comfortable,  as  the  ground  does  not  improve  up 
to  this  point.  Beyond  here,  however,  the  ground  seems  higher  and 
more  improved. 

I  am.  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Asxisfant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
J(fclcson^s  Crnss-lioads,  N.  C,  March  17,  18(15. 
Major-General  Howard, 

CommandiiKj  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennesnee: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  four  unencumbered 
divisions  are  u]),  and  tlie  rear  one  (the  First)  is  now  going  into  camp. 
My  scouts  have  returned  from  the  bridge  over  Mingo  Greek,  and  report 
General  Kilpatrick's  troops  at  the  crossing. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-  iiencral. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Jaclson^s  Cross-Iioads,  N.  C,  March  17,  18(15. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  Escaped  prisoners  report  that  there  are  four  or  five  rebel 
scouts  dressed  in  our  uniform  complete  who  make  it  their  business  to 
pick  up  single  men  or  parties  of  two  or  three  of  our  men.  The  general 
wishes  a  lookout  to  be  kept  for  them  by  the  foragers  and  others,  and  if 
possible  bring  them  in. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

(Same  to  General  Blair,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.) 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Jaclcson's  Cross-Roads,  W.  C,  March  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Should  it  become  necessary  to  use  a  section  of  the  pon- 
toon bridge  in  crossing  my  trains  over  Little  Cohera  Swamp  I  have  the 
honor  to  request  that  you  will  send  as  many  boats  as  may  be  required 
back  to  the  crossing.    They  can  come  up  with  my  wagons. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Major-  General. 
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IlDc^izs.  FiKST  ])ivisioN,  Fifteenth  Army  Goeps, 

In  the  Field,  N.  C,  March  17,  ISd'j. 
Ivldj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Arljutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I  respectfully  report  that  I  left  cami)  at  daylight  this  morn- 
ing and  pushed  out  on  the  road  as  taken  by  General  John  E.  Smith. 
Tlie  roads  were  very  heavj^,  so  much  so  as  to  require  almost  continuous 
corduroying.  The  work  was  done  well,  so  that  I  know  the  train  under 
charge  of  I5revet  Brigadier-General  Woods  will  pass  over  that  portion 
of  his  route  without  interruption.  Jieaching  the  fork  of  the  road  near 
General  Smith's  camp,  I  turned  to  the  left  and  followed  in  his  rear, 
reaching  my  camp  at  such  an  hoiu"  as  to  give  me  everything  in  snug- 
before  dark  this  evening.  At  the  fork  of  tlie  road  near  General  Smith's 
camp  of  last  night  I  detached  one  of  my  regiments  and  sent  it  down 
the  right-hand  road  to  the  point  directed  by  Major-General  Logan, 
commanding  corps.  The  regiment  reported  at  camp  to-night,  having 
accomplished  the  object  desired.  There  was  no  sign  of  the  enemy  at 
the  crossing.  My  troops  cover  the  road  leading  to  Beaman's  Cross- 
Roads,  my  headquarters  being  on  the  main  road  just  in  rear  of  my 
line. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  \l.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Secoivd  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Peters'  Cross-Roads,  N.  C,  March  17,  ISCo. 
Maj.  Mix.  Woodhull, 

A  ss  istant  A  dpi  tunt-  Gen  eral: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  cam])  at  9  a.  m. 
today  and  marched  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  Division,  arriving  at  this 
jioiiit  at  li  p.  m.    I\Iy  headquarters  are  about  100  yards  north  of  corps 
lieadquarters. 

1  am,  resjsectfiiUy, 

W.  B.  HAZBN, 

Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

-1,   .      o  ,  T^i  March  17,  18r,5. 

.(liijor-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  dc: 
General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  department  liead- 
ijuarters  tlie  pontoon  train  (one  section)  will  move  with  the  advance 
<livision  (yours)  instead  of  with  the  Third,  as  ordered  this  evening 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  (jbedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Woi   n        w    15    TT  March  17 '1805. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen:  ' 

I  l-iive  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  for  your  information: 
W.  T.  Mamor  private,  Fifty-first  North  Carolina  Infantry,  a  paroled 

KlnTnt""  w^™"«^'*i"i,  ^^'  ^■"''''"^•^'^"  *""'S''^  •■""^  '""1^'««  ^'i-e  following 
statement:  We  passed  through  Bichmond,  Va.,  March  11,  and  Golds- 
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borough  IMardi  15.  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  E.  Lee  l.iul  left  Richmond  and  was 
.sui)])0sed  to  be  at  Raleigh.  Pickett's  division  had  marched  for  that 
place  on  the  lOth.  Machinery  and  refugees  were  being  sent  to  Greens- 
borougli,  N.  C.  Ohngman's  brigade  had  been  in  Goldsborougli— had 
marched  for  Raleigh  on  the  13th.  On  the  loth  only  one  conipany  of 
artillery  was  in  the  city;  left  to  burn  the  cotton.  •  Roads  are  good 
between  this  point  and  Goldsborough.  Prisoner  intelligent  and  com- 
municative. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
,     .  J.  R.  SCUPHAM, 

Assistant  Topographical  Engineer,  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps. 

[IndorsenicDt.] 

IIdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Coeps, 

March  18,  1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded  for  information  of  higher  coiniriiinders.   This 
soldier  says  Goldsborough  was  evacuated  on  Monday  last. 

W.  B.  HAZEIS', 

Major- General. 

Hdqes.  Thied  Division,  Fifteenth  Aemy  Coeps, 
Head  of  Jones'  Swamp,  N'.  C,  March  17,  1865 — 2  a.  m. 
Maj.  M.  WoODHtTLL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Majoe:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  bi'oke  camp  at 
9  a.  m.  yesterday,  the  IGth  instant,  and  following  the  Second  Division, 
moved  on  main  Goldsborougli  road  to  head  of  Jones'  Swamp,  encamping 
near  the  forks  of  the  main  Goldsboi'ough  and  Graham  roads  between 
7  p.  m.  and  1  o'clock  this  a.  m.  The  column  was  delayed  a  great  deal 
by  the  almost  impassable  condition  of  the  roads.  The  First  Brigade  is 
encamped  on  Goldsborough  road,  four  regiments  in  line  fronting  east, 
and  one  regiment  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  front,  as  an  advance  post, 
covering  a  small  creek,  upon  the  opposite  side  of  which  a  brigade  of 
Wheeler's  and  Butler's  cavalry  is  reported  to  be  stationed.  Two  regi- 
ments of  the  Second  Brigade  are  in  line  on  the  Graham  road,  their 
right  connecting  with  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade;  one  regiment  is  on 
the  Goldsborough  road  covering  approaches  from  the  rear.  The  artil- 
lery and  trains  are  near,  and  these  headquarters  at  the  forks  of  road. 
Distance  marched,  eight  miles.  Upon  my  arrival  at  South  River,  one 
mile  and  a  half  from  camp,  1  was  obliged  to  halt  my  command  .and 
wnit  until  3.40  for  the  Second  Division  trains  to  pass  over.  A  portion 
of  the  time  1  had  iny  pioneer  corps  at  work  hauling  brick,  having  had 
some  of  my  teams  unIoa<led  for  that  purpose,  and  filling  the  holes  in  the 
road  to  enable  them  to  get  out  of  my  way. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  B.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- (reneral. 


Hdqes.  Thied  Division,  Fifteenth  Aemy  Corps, 

Jaclcson^s  Cross-Iioads,  N.  C,  March  17,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjvtanf- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
JMAJOE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  broke  camp 
at  head  of  Jones'  Swamp  at  S  thi%  a.  m.  and  marched,  following  the 
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Second  Division,  eight  miles  on  tlie  Graliiim  road,  the  last  of  the 
coniniand  encamping  at  abont  3  p.  m.,  as  follows :  The.  Second  Brigade  on 
north  side  of,  and  i>iirallel  with,  the  road,  fronting  north  and  connecting 
with  the  left  of  the  Fourth  Division;  the  First  Brigade  on  the  south 
side  of  and  the  right  resting  on  the  road  fronting  west,  and  covering 
approaches  from  the  rear;  artillery  and  trains  in  rear  of  the  Second 
Brigade;  headquarters  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  and  about  300 
yards  in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  l''irst  Brigade. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqbs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Little  Cohera  Creelc,  H.  C,  March  17,  186'). 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Asuistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
MA.TOK:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  my  command  this  instant:  Pursuant  to  orders  from 
corps  headquarters  I  broke  cami>  at  7  a.  ni.  and  moved  upon  the 
Goldsborough  road  to  Jackson's  Cross-Eoads,  six  n)iles  distant,  where 
I  placed  my  command  in  an  intrenched  position  lor  the  night.  In 
accordance  with  the  orders  from  the  majorgeneial  commanding  corps, 
I  dispatched  one  regiment  of  infantry  to  iiold  a  bridge  across  Little 
(■ohera  about  five  miles  distant  from  my  position,  which,  however,  was 
withdrawn  in  accordance  with  instructions  upon  the  arrival  of  our 
<'iivalry  to  occupy  the  same. 

1  am,-very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jiv^O.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 

Special        J  Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  Iotii  Armv  Corps, 
Field-  Orders,  [  In  the  Field,  near  Little  Cohera  Creek, 

^'o.  40.  )  March  17,  1865. 

I.  This  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  9  a.  m.,  awaiting 
orders  after  that  hour.  Brigades  in  the  order  of  First,  Second,  Third. 
The  rear  and  advance  guard  will  consist  of  two  regiments  each,  whict 
will  be  independent  of  the  provost  guards  in  advance  and  rear;  the 
remainder  of  the  troops  moving  by  the  side  of  trains,  which  must  be 
well  closed  up.  The  movement  will  be  in  the  direction  of  Everettsville 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  \        Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps 

No.  68.  )      Beaman's  Gross-Roads,  N.  C,  March  17,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow :  Brig.  Gen  M  F  Force 
commanding  Third  Division,  will  have  the  advance,  and  will  move  for- 
ward at  *  am.,  via  Troublefield's  Store,  on  the  road  to  Mount  Olive. 
The  Iirst  Dmsion,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  move 
forward  at  0  o'clock,  and  will  follow  the  Third  Division  to  Troublefield's 
Store.  Itwill  then  taketlie  Everettsville  road,  via  Dead  Fields,  andmove 
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to  a  point,  if  practicable,  twelve  miles  from  Bearaan's  Cioss-Eoads. 
bliould  no  orders  to  tbe  contrary  reach  General  Mower,  be  will  march  the 
next  day  to  Everettsvillc.  The  bridge  train.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tweed- 
dale  commanding,  will  follow  the  First  Division  train  to  Everettsville 
Major-General  Mower  will  have  a  regiment  with  the  bridge  train  as 
guard  and  to  assist  it.  The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A. 
Smith  commanding,  will  follow  the  main  bridge  train  to  Troublefield's 
Store,  and  then  taking  the  lower  road  will  follow  the  route  of  the  Tliird 
Division.  The  detachment  of  the  bridge  train,  Lieutenant  Tanner 
commanding,  will  fbllo\r  the  Third  Division  train.  Tlie  detachment  of 
the  train  department  lieadqnarters  will  follow  the  Third  Division  next 
after  the  detachment  of  the  pontoon  trahi,  wliich  is  encamped  near 
these  headquarters.  Tliese  headquarters  will  be  with  the  Third 
Division. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair; 

C.  OADLE,  Jr.. 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Leet  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

N'ear  Black  Creel;  X.  C.,  March  17, 1S65 — 8  a.  m. 
Major-General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fotirtecnth  Corps: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  corps  with  your  train  and  wounded  to  Mingo  Greek,  by  the  Golds- 
borough  Eoad,  which  passes  through  Bentonville.  General  Williams 
has  sent  one  division  to  Averasborough  to  cover  the  movement.  The 
two  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  will  follow  you.  They  will  bury 
the  dead.  It  is  expected  that  the  Right  "VVing  has  readied  Mingo 
Cieek  and  is  constructing  a  bridge  for  us.  It  will  be  necessary  to  send 
your  pioneer  corps  to  build  a  bridge  over  Black  Creek. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  V.  DEOHEKT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

East  of  Black  Creek,  N.  C,  March  17,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davts, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corpn: 
General:  lam  directed  by  the  major-generai  commanding  to  say 
tliat  at  a  point  from  one  to  two  miles  beyond  Mingo  Creek  the  road 
forks,  the  left-hand  road  leading  to  Smithfield,  the  right  to  Golds- 
borough.  He  directs  that  you  take  the  road  to  the  right  to  Cox's 
Bridge.  He  also  directs  that  you  throw  out  a  regiment  from  the  lead- 
ing division  on  the  Smithfield  load,  to  remain  while  the  division  is 
passing,  and  to  be  relieved  by  a  regiment  from  your  other  division, 
which  will  remain  until  relieved  by  a  regiment  from  the  Twentieth 

Corps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       ^  KOBT.  r.  DECHEET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Uth  Army  Corps, 

No.  2L'.  (         In  the  Field,  JST.  C,  March  17,  1865. 

The  First  and  Second  Divisions  of  the  corps  will  move  immediately 
to  Mingo  Creek,  by  the  Ooldsborough  road,  which  passes  through 
Bentonville,  carrying  their  wounded  with  them.  The  First  Division 
will  take  the  advance,  and  General  Carliii  will  throw  forward  a 
pioneer  party  to  build  a  bridge  over  Black  Creek.  The  reserve  bat- 
tery will  still  _ march  witii  the  Second  Division.  Corps  headquarters 
will  move  with  the/ First  Division. 
Bv  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLTJRG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  P'ield  Orders.  )  Hdqrs.  14tii  Army  Corps, 

Ho.  j:5.  ■  i  In  the  Field,  March  17, 1865. 

General  Morgan  will  move  his  division  at  daj'light  to-morrow  upon 
the  direct  road  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C,  and  will  march  as  far  as  the 
condition  of  tlie  roads  will  ])ermit.  General  Carlin  will  follow  General 
Morgan.  The  reserve  artillery  will  move  with  General  Morgan.  Corps 
head((i\aTters  will  move  with  General  Carlin.  Division  commanders 
will  see  that  their  wagons  are  well  closed  up. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff". 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Near  Black  Greek,  R.  C,  March  17,  1863—8  a.  m. 
Major-General  Williams, 

Gommandinf]  Twentieih  Corps: 
GE^•ERAL:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  General  Davis  has  been  instructed  to  move  his  command  to  Mingo 
Creek  by  the  Goldsborough  road,  which  passes  through  Bentonville. 
He  directs  that  you  keep  your  division  at  Averasborough  to  cover  the 
movement,  and  that  yon  move  your  other  division  with  train  and 
wounded  to  Mingo  Creek,  in  rear  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  General 
Slocum  directs  that  you  make  details  for  interring  all  the  dead,  keeping 
an  exact  account  of  the  number,  our  own  and  rebel. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

T  •     .  /.  ,  T^  ^x  r.  -^'*  *'*^  ^^^^^1  March  17,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Twentieth  Corps: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  from  the  best  information 
can  obtain  that  there  is  no  enemy  in  front  of  this  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier  General  of  Volunteers. 
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Heauquauteus  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 
Xear  the  Kingnhury  and  Smithjidd  Road,  March  17,  1SG5. 
Geueral  J.  "NV.  Geaiiv, 

Commanding  Second  JHvision : 
Genkhal:  The  jicnei'al  commaudiiij!;'  tliecoi'iis  directs  tliat  you  iiiovo 
slowly  with  the  trains  on  the  direct  road  to  (xoldsborpugh.  We  will 
move  as  soon  as  the  ambulances  and  wagons  sent  for  arrive.  We 
met  the  enemy  near  the  Kingsbury  and  SmitMeld  road  and  were 
sharply  engaged  the  most  of  yesterday  driving  the  enemy  from  two 
lines  ot  works  and  capturing  three  guns,  sustaining  a  loss  of  about  ^50 
killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy  have  left  their  third  line  this  morn- 
ing. He  further  directs  that  you  push  the  empty  wagons  and  ambu- 
lances sent  for  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  us.  We  will  move  as 
soon  as  they  arrive.  You  will  also  send,  if  possible,  sufficient  coffee 
and  hard  bread  for  the  wounded  (which  may  amount  to  300)  either  by 
wagons  or  by  ]>ack  ammals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHAS.  MOYEK, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — We  will  probably  move  on  the  Kingsbury  and  lientoiiville 

road. 

G.  M. 


On  the  Battle-field,  N.  G.,  March  17, 1865. 
Major-Geueral  Geaby: 

Dear  Sir:  I. arrived  here  with  the  train  about  2  p.  m.  Found  the 
lUileigh  road— or  rather  the  portion  of  it  we  had  to  travel— perfectly 
aboniiuable,  but  thanks  to  whi))s  and  labor  and  perseverance  we 
waded  through.  A  few  wagons  from  tlie  other  divisions  joined  me  on 
the  route  and  half  a,  dozen  cavalry  wagons  also  joined  the  train.  Tlie 
supply  of  empty  wagons  is  abundant,  lout  Doctor  Goodman  scolded 
about  the  lack  of  ambulances.  The  fight  was  evidently  a  sharp  one. 
About  7.J  killed  and  250  Avounded,  3  pieces  rebel  artillery  captured  and 
250  prisoners.  Kebels  are  now  on  the  retreat  and  our  forites  are  fol- 
lowing. We  are  directed  to  remain  with  the  troops,  and  it  is  expected 
the  lines  will  converge  together  rapidly  and  the  wagons  "will  then  join 
their  commands.  I  have  dismissed  my  mounted  escort  and  presume 
sufficient  force  will  be  furnished  to  get  the  wagons  forward,  at  least 
until  the  troops  and  trains  are  again  united.  I  found  the  Third  Division 
train  badly  stuck  in  the  mud,  about  two  miles  this  side  of  the  river. 
They  sent  seven  wagons  to  join  my  train.  I  thouglit  perliaps  you 
would  be  interested  in  learning  some  of  tlie  facts  I  have  stated  above. 
Please  forgive  my  presumption,  and  I  will  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^^^^^^^  SUMMERS. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Near  Taylor's  Hole  Greek,  N.  G.,  March  17, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Gommandinq  Third  Division: 
General  •  The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  move 
your  chvision  (Without  wagons)  ibrward  carefully  on  the  road  tovard 
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Averasborough.  It  is  supposed  that  the  enemy  have  retired  on  that 
road.  The  general  does  not  Avish  you  to  engage  the  enemy  m  case  you 
find  tliem,  but  simply  to  develop  their  position.  A  battery  of  artillery 
has  been  ordered  to  !i(;<;ompaity  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Assi-iiaiit  Adjiitavt- General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of 

In  the  Field,  March  17,  18G5. 

Major-General  Kilpatrick, 

BlacU  River  Milh: 
General:  The  enemy  has  gone  from  onr  front,  and  I  take  it  he  is 
up  at  the  forks  of  the  Ealeigh  and  Smithtteld  roads— Averasborough. 
General  Slocuni  will  feel  u])  that  road,  but  pi  epared  to  use  the  Golds- 
borough  road  which  crosses  Black  and  JNlingo.  i  have  ordered  General 
Howard  to  be  at  Mingo  to  night,  but  I  want  your  cavalry  on  the  road 
which  leads  frc  ja  Black  Eiver  bridge  toward  Elevation.  Captain  Dun- 
can, of  General  Howard's  scouts,  is  here,  having  escaped.  He  reports 
Hardee  and  Wheeler  ahead  of  us  on  the  Sniithtield  road.  Wade  Ham]> 
ton  and  Butler  are  off  in  front  of  General  Howard.  You  can  forage 
from  the  Goldsborongh  road  northward  between  Black  and  Mingo. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


XlKS'JON,  March  17,  18(iu. 
Mn.ior-General  Sherman: 

After  the  defeat  of  Bragg  at  Southwest  (h-eek,  on  the  10th,  he 
abandoned  this  i)lace  without  further  opposition.  1  am  straining  every 
nerve  to  get  the  railroad  completed  and  supplies  for  you  here.  It  will 
be  done  by  the2()th.  Your  demonstration  against  Raleigh  has  caused 
the  enemy  to  withdraw,  nearly,  if  not  quite  all  his  troops  from  Golds- 
borough.  I  could  easily  have  taken  that  place  bef'^re  now,  but  for  the 
matter  of  supplies.  I -am  almost  without  Avagon^;  but  1  think  you 
will  be  able  to  cross  the  river  and  occupy  Goldsborongh  without 
opposition,  if  you  do  not  give  time  for  the  enemy  to  come  back  from 
Raleigh.  I  will  also  advance  toward  Goldsborongh  as  soon  as  I  can  get 
sni>i)lies;  I  hope,  on  Sunday  or  Monday.  I  am  trying  to  get  boats  up 
the  river,  but  none  have  succeeded  m  reaching  this  place  yet.  Tlie 
supply  question  will  trouble  us.  Tlieie  are  only  f(m!engiues  and  eighty 
cars  on  this  road  yet.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  send  y(mr  wagons 
here  as  soon  as  your  cavalry  strike  tlie  Neuse  liivcr.  1  will  have 
20,000  i)airs  of  shoesjand  otlicr  sii[)plies  for  you  here. 

J.  M.  SGHOEIEId), 

Major-General. 


New  Berne,  March  17,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield: 

One.  regiment  from  the  south  went  to  the  front  as  guard  to  boats 
Two  are  repairing  Neuse  and  Trent  roads  and  will  reach  Soutliwest 
Creek  in  one  or  two  days.  Two  regiments  of  tlie  same  brigade,  viz. 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  are  now 
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here  and  can  go  forward  at  once.  The  tliree  regiments  on  the  way  to 
the  front  did  not  have  time  to  lit  ont.  Brigadier-General  Birge,  com- 
manding division,  is  now  here.  Sliall  be  come  forward  or  remain  with 
tlie  brigade  at  Moreliead?  The  two  regiments  repairing  road  do  not 
belong  to  the  brigade  with  the  one  on  boats  and  those  here. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


KiNSTON,  March  J7,  1805. 
Brigadier-General  ycHOFiELH, 

Xcw  Berne: 
Let  General  Birge  remain  until  the  main  portion  of  his  division 
comes  forward.  How  many  brigades  in  his  division,  and  when  may 
the  last  be  expected  at  Morehead?  Ask  him  if  he  knows  what 
other  troops  are  coming  from  tlie  soutli.  I  want  plenty  of  men  at 
Morehead  and  New  Berne  to  handle  stores  ra])idly,  and  the  balance  to 
come  forward. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


KiNSTON,  March  17,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  New  Berne: 
I  want  all  troops  coming  from  the  south  which  belong  to  organized 
brigades  or  divisions  to  come  forward  and  join  the  army  as  rapidly  as 
they  can  be  spared,  leaving  General  Easton  such  as  he  may  require 
for  fatigue  and  general  duty.  General  Palmer  will  remain  in  com- 
mand of  the  district.  Ho  will  have  for  garrisons  his  old  troo])s  and 
such  of  those  coming  from  the  south  as  may  be  necessary,  those  with- 
out brigade  organization  being  preferred. 

•     J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


ISTeav  Berne,  March  17,  1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schopield: 

Mr.  Van  Dyne  has  just  sent  me  a  dispatch,  received  by  him  from 
Major  Wherry,  directing  him  to  send  all  stores  to  the  terminus  of  the 
raiiroad.  I  have  instructed  Mr.  Van  7Jyne  to  obey  the  order,  but  it 
may  seriously  interfere  witli  transjiortation  during  the  next  few  days 
if  supply  trains  are  pushed  forward  now  over  the  half  finished  track 
and  ju  the  way  of  the  construction  trains. 

W.  W.  WEIGHT, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Engineer  and  General  iSujperintendent. 


Special        )      Hdqks.  Dept.  of  Xoktii  Carolina, 
Field  Orders,  }  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  5.  )  In  the  Field,  Kinston,  March  17,  1865. 

******  * 

II.  A  brigade  not  less  than  1,000  strong,  with  one  light  battery,  will 
be  detailed  from  General  Palmer's  division  for  garrison  and  fatigue 
duty  at  Kinston  and  the  railroad  and  wagon  bridges  near  that  place. 
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The  brigade  will  at  once  proceed  to  construct  tbe  proper  defenses  for 
the  protection  of  the  bridges  and  railroad  depot  under  the  direction  of 
the  chief  engineer,  and  will  furnish  all  details  that  may  be  required  by 
the  quartermaster  at  Kinston  for  fatigue  duty.  The  brigade  com- 
mander will  continue  to  report  to  Brigadier-Geneial  Palmer  as  here- 
tofore. 

***«♦** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

WM.  M.  WHEEKY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqr«.  Devt.  of  North  Carolina, 

i  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  30.  )  Weiv  Berne,  X.  C,  31arch  17,  1865. 

I.  The  detachment  of  the  signal  corps  serving  in  the  department 
will  be  organized  as  follows : 

First.  At  department  headquarters:  One  lieutenant  as  chief  signal 
officer;  one  lieutenant,  adjutant,  otHcer  in  charge  of  records;  one  lieu- 
tenant, quartermaster,  ordnance  officer,  and  property  ofiQcer  command- 
ing depot  camp.  The  number  of  enlisted  men  will  be  determined  as 
occasion  may  require. 

Second.  Two  ofiflcers,  two  sergeants,  with  as  many  privates  (not 
exceeding  twelve)  as  the  force  of  the  department  will  allow,  will  be 
assigned  to  each  division  lieadquarters  (provided  such  division  is  an 
independent  command)  for  permanent  duty. 

Third.  The  officers  and  enlisted  men  not  thus  detached  will  constitute 
a  reserve  for  service  upon  special  expeditions,  supplying  temporary  sta- 
tions, completing  lines  of  communication  when  the  force  at  division 
headquarters  may  be  inadequate,  and  for  similar  emergencies.  This 
reserve  to  be  at  the  depot  camp. 

Fourth.  The  entire  detachment  to  be  mounted  and  supplied  with  one 
light  spring  wagon  for  every  two  officers;  heavier  transportation  to  be 
allowed  the  property  officers  at  department  headquarters.  Lieut.  E. 
H.  Russell,  chief  signal  officer,  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this 
order. 

II.  Lieut.  R.  Williams,  having  been,  assigned  to  duty  as  depot  ord- 
nance officer  at  this  place,  is  charged  with  the  following  duties,  viz: 
The  care  of  the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  in  and  about  Wilming- 
ton- in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  chief  ordnance  officer.  Depart 
ment  of  North  Carolina,  and  orders  and  circulars  governing  the  ord- 
nance department.  The  superintendence  of  the  ordnance  in  Forts 
Fisher,  Caswell,  the  defenses  of  Cape  Fear  River,  and  at  Smithville, 
N.  C,  to  see  that  all  is  properly  accounted  for,  repaired,  and  kept  in 
order.  To  keep  in  Wilmington  a  supply  of  ammunition,  not  exceeding 
200  rounds  per  gun  for  the  troops  in  the  district  for  small-arms,  and 
200  rounds  per  gun  for  artillery.  Lieutenant  Williams  will  be  gov- 
erned by  his  experience  in  ordnance  duties  and  the  instructions  of  the 
commanding  general  and  chief  ordnance  officer.  Department  of  North 
Carolina.  Commanding  officers  and  the  quartermaster's  department 
are  requested  to  furnish  Lieutenant  Williams  all  assistance  in  tlieir 
power  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

*******  ^ 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Ansintant  Adjutant-General. 
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JlEADQUARTEKS   DISTRICT   OJ-'   BeAUFOKT, 

,^  .      „.^  Kinston,  N.  G.,  March  17,  1865. 

Major  ^\  HERRY,  Ai(le-(le-  Gump : 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  cavalry  of  this  comiQaud 
under  Col.  James  W.  Savage,  Twelfth  New  York  Cavalry,  made  a 
recouiiaissaiice  to-day,  crossing  Falling  Creek  about  four  mileis  above 
the  tioldsborough  road.  A  short  distance  beyond  the  cieek  they  met 
a  rebel  cavalry  picket  and  drove  them  in  iipou  their  niaiu  force,  about 
100  strong,  who  speedily  retreated.  Our  force  pursued  them  for  four 
miles  ou  the  gallop  and  succeeded  in  capturing  sevcjiteen  prisoners, 
among  them  the  surgeon  of  the  Sixtli  North  Carolina  Cavalry.  Col- 
onel Savage  reports  that  the  railroad  bridge  over  Falling  Creek  is  wholly 
destroyed.  The  span  is  from  sixty  to  seventy  feet. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaiit, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Gommanding. 


Headquarters  District  oi'  Beaitfort, 

h'infiton,  March  17,  1865. 
Col.  "W.  W.  Wright,  GUef  Engineer,  &c..  New  Berne: 

Cannot  the  trains  be  now  unloaded  at  the  burnt  saw-mill  one  mile 
and  a  half  below  Wise's  Forks?  The  steam-boats  are  not  getting  up 
and  our  trains  are  not  large  enough  to  haul  stores  from  Dover  here. 
It  will  beside  save  some  bad  road.  Please  have  it  done  unless  some 
very  strong  reason  exists  to  the  contrary. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-  General,  Gommanding. 


New  Berne,  March  17, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox: 

The  trains  of  supplies  cannot  be  run  beyond  Dover  without  inter 
fering  more  or  less  with  construction  of  the  road,  until  we  get  the  track 
to  the  liver.  It  takes  some  little  time,  even,after  the  rails  are  down,  to 
^urface  up  the  track  and  make  it  so  that  trains  can  pass  over  it  safely. 
However,  if  you  wish,  we  will  try  running  trains  to  the  end  crossing 
you  name  in  your  dispatch,  but  unless  the  quartermaster  has  them 
unloaded  promptly  it  will  cause  serious  delay  to  construction. 

W.  W.  WRIGHT, 
Golonel  and  Ghief  Engineer. 


Hdqrs.  Dbpt.  op  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  Kinston,  March  17, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch, 

Comdg.  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  23d  Army  Gorps : 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  ask 
you  to  see  that  all  the  ties  necessary  to  complete  the  railroad  to  the  river 
shall  be  gotten  out,  and  also  that  you  open  two  or  three  good  wagon 
roads  from  your  headquarters  to  the  railroad  near  the  bridge.  Your 
communication  of  this  p.  in.  containing  information  of  Colonel  Strick- 
land's progress  is  just  received,  and  meets  with  the  major-general 
coramandiug's  approval. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ]\r.  WHEHKY, 
Major  and  Airle-ileGamp. 
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General  Oedeus,  )  Hd^rs.  Third  Div.,  23i}  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  )■  Kinnton,  N.  C,  March  17,  1865. 

I.  Capt.  E.  0.  Taggart,  Company  C,  One  liundied  and  fourth  Ohio 
Volunteer  lufautry,  having  reported  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders, 
No.  28,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  announced  as 
acting  assistant  inspector-general  for  this  division.  He  will  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-GeueraLlieilly: 

CHAS.  D.  RHODES, 
Captain  and  Actinij  AsKisiant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        ■)  Headquarters.  First  Division, 
Field  Orders,  >  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  12.  )  III.  the  Field,  X.  C,  March  17,  1863. 

*  *  »  «  *  *  * 

IV.  Commanders  of  brigades,  will  at  once  construct  secure  earth-works 
in  the  front.of  their  liuea.  The  leftof  theFirsuBrigade  will  connect  with 
the  right  of  General  liuger's  line  of  works,  and  the  line  will  be  made 
continuous  from  that  point  to  the  rightof  tlie  brigade  of  Colonel  Cliias- 
seii,  the  extreme  right  of  which  will  be  well  thrown  to  the  rear.  This 
completed,  strong  abatis  will  be  coustrncted  in  front  of  the  line,  and 
the  neighboring  woi'ks  and  thickets  sufficiently  slashed  to  make  all 
approaches  from  the  front  as  diflicult  as  possible. 

V.  The  brigade  of  General  Harland  is  designated  for  the  duty  ordered 
in  Special  Orders,  No.  o,  paragraph  II,  cuneiit  series,  from  the  head- 
quarters DeiJartmeut  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio. 

******* 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Captain  and  Annlstant  Adjutant- General. 


Marching  Orders.]    HEADQUART.ais  Provisional  Corps, 

^outh  Washinnton,  N.  C,  March  17,  18(J'>. 

The  command  will  move  tomorrow  at  10  a.  m.,  General  Paiue's 

division  leading,  followed   by   the  pontoon  train.      General  Ames' 

division  will  follow,  one  brigade  being  detailed  as  rear  guard  to  follow 

the  train  and  furnish  the  necessary  details  to  assist  it  upon  the  road. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  U.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 
Major  and  As.iistant  Adjutant- General. 


VViLJiiNGTON,  March  17,  1865. 
Lieut.  R.  W.  Reid, 

Fort  Fifiher: 
Proceed  with  your  troops  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  rejmrt  to  the  com- 
manding officer,  who  will  forward  them  to  their  respective  regiments, 
which  are  with  General  Schofield,  as  soon  as  j)ossible.  If  you  have 
mails  or  passengers  for  Wilmington  transfer  them  to  the  Hancox,  if 
possible. 

GEO.  S.  DODGE, 
Brevet  Br iyadicr- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 
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Geneeai.  Orders,  ^  Hdqes.  Northern  District, 

(  Department  of  the  Hovth, 

^^-  ^"-  )  Charleston,  aS'.  6\,  March  IT,  18G5. 

George  A.  Gardner  is  hereby  aiinonnced  as  aidede-cami) on  tlie  stafif 
ot  tbe  brigadier- general  conimaiidiiig,  ^Aith  the  rank  of  .captain,  .and 
will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

Lieut.  George  L.  Uurger,  Flfty-fourth  New  York  Votanteers,  is  licrebv 
announced  as  acting  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the  brigadier-general 
commanding,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  PERRY, 
Fmt  lAent,  Fifty-fifih  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  A&jt.  Gen. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  March  18,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Dyer, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  Washington: 
There  must  be  a  large  amount  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  in 
the  Departineuts  of  North  Carolina  and  the  South,  which  cannot  be  of 
use  in  either  of  these  departments  and  much  of  which  might  answer  to 
till  requisitions  from  other  parts  of  the  country.  It  probably  will  be 
advisable  to  send  siege  stores  from  Charleston  to  Mobile  Bay  without 
waiting  requisitions. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Twenty-seven  Miles  from  Goldsborongh, 

March  18,  1865—2  p.  m. 
General  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing: 

General  :  The  Fourteenth  Corps  is  here,  but  the  Twentieth  is  well 
back.  It  started  from  Averasborough  and  North  liiver  with  Kilpatrick 
to  the  north  of  the  road.  We  heard  some  musketry  and  artillery  in 
that  direction,  but  Colonel  Poe  left  Mingo  Creek,  which  he  bridged,  at 
11,  at  which  time  the  Twentieth  Corps  was  half  a  mile  behind.  We 
cannot  get  any  farther  to-day.  Davis  may  go  a  couple  miles  farther  to 
the  forks  of  the  road.  I  think  this  road,  the  Averasborough  and  Golds- 
borough  road,  will  lead  to  Cox's  Bridge,  though  it  is  represented  as 
passing  three  miles  south  of  Bentonville.  Get  on  to  tlie  right  hand 
road  so  that  Geary  and  his  trains  may  take  that  to  Goldsborough  via 
Cox's  Bridge.  I  think  the  enemy  is  concentrated  about  Smithlaud 
[Smithfield]  and  I  cannot  make  out  whether  Goldsborougli  is  held  in 
I'orce  or  not.  I  think  it  probable  that  Joe  Johnston  will  try  to  prevent 
our  getting  Goldsborough.  We  find  a  good  deal  of  forage  to-day,  but  the 
roads  still  cut  deep.    I  hope  the  sun  of  to-day  will  dry  them  up  good. 

Our  map  is  evidently  faulty.  Can't  you  send  me,  to  night,  a  sketch 
of  the  country  toward  Dead  Fields,  Everettsville,  and  Faison's  ?  I  fear 
Slocuni  will  be  jammed  with  all  his  trains  in  a  narrow  space;  but  at 
the  same  time  1  don't  want  to  push  you  off  U)o  tar  till  this  flank  is 
better  .covered  by  tlie  Neuse. 
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SIociiiii  is  back  with  the  Twentieth  Corps  and  as  soon  as  1  hear  from 
iiiin   I   will  «cn(l  over  to  yon.     Morgan's  division  ionnd    a  cou])lc  of 
Hamilton's  regiments  here,  but  they  cleared  out  toward  the  north  as 
soon  as  lie  deployed  skirmishers. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


HDQRS.  DErABTMENT  AND  ARMY  OP  THE  TENNESSEE, 

Alex.  Benton's  House,  N.  C,  March  18,  180.',. 
Major-Geueral  Sherman: 

(Jeneral:  I  am  going  into  camp  near  this  point.  It  is  on  what  is 
called  the  new  Goldsborough  road,  and  is  about  one  mile  from  Lee's 
Store  and  about  five  miles  "from  Troublefield's  Store.  General  Blair 
will  be  not  far  from  Troublefield's  Store  to  night  and  the  trains  will  be 
between  that  point  and  Beaman's  Oross-l'oads.  I  have  suggested  to 
General  Geary  that  he  had  better  encamp  near  Lee's  Store.  I  lieard 
some  cannonading  on  my  left  tliis  morning,  but  it  ceased  by  the  time  I 
reached  Lee's  Store.  From  the  last  named  place  Goldsborough  is 
equidistant  by  the  old  road.aud  tlie  new. 
Eespeetfully, 

o.  o.  now  Alii), 

J\lajor-Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  March  18,  1865. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Present: 
General:  Slocum  is  up.  The  firing  you  heard  was  Kilpatrictk,  who 
found  parties  picketing  roads  to  the  north.  He  reports  Hardee  retreat- 
ing on  Smithflcld,  and  Joe  Johnston  collecting  his  old  Georgia  army 
this  side  of  Ealeigh.  I  know  that,  he  Avill  call  iu  all  minor  posts, 
which  embraces  Goldsborough.  You  may,  therefore,  move  straight  for 
Goldsborough,  leaving  Slocum  the  river  road,  and,  if  possible,  the  one 
from  Lee's  Store  toward  Falling  Waters.  Make  a  break  into  Golds- 
borough from  the  south,  and  let  your  scouts  strike  out  for  Schofield  at 
Kinston,  though  1  hope  to  meet  him  at  Goldsborough.  Our  roads  are 
very  bad,  but  1  think  the  I'ourteeuth  Corps  will  be  at  Cox's  Bridge 
to-morrow  night,  and  will  aim  to  strike  the  railroad  to  the  northwest  of 
(roldsborough.  If  any  change  occurs  I  will  notify  you  tonight. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Mctjor-Geiwral. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  op  i'he  Tennessee, 

Bentonh  Cross-Rouds,  K.  €.,  March  IS,  18G5 — (/.■'lO  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  I  think  that  General  Geary  would  do  well  to  follow  my 
four  light  divisions  on  the  new  Goldsborough  road.  I  understand  that 
I  have  kept  entirely  out  of  his  way,  and  shall  be  able  to  remain  so.  If 
lie  goes  to  my  left  it  Mill  bring  the  whole  corps  on  one  road.  1  have 
already  suggested  this  to  General  Geary.     It  is  currently  reported  by 
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tlie  citizens  that  Goldsborougli  is  occupied  by  General  Scliofield's  forces 
E'rr  f*""^  i"c]osed  a  rougk  sketch*  of  the  roads,  made  by  Gaptah 
Heese,  from  information  derived  from  tlie  citizens  J-       i  i-i  " 

KespectfuUy, 

O.  ().  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  March  18,  1865. 
KespectfuUy  referred  to  Major-General  Slocuni  for  his  information. 
P.y  order  of  Major-General  Sherman : 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

„    ,        ^         ,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

10  be  returned. 


Special        ^        Headquaetees  Depaetment  and 
Field  Oedees,  [  Aemy  of  the  Tennessee, 

■^o-  ^^-  )  Benton's  Cross-lioads,  N.  C,  March  18, 1865. 

1.  Each  corps  of  this  command,  foUowing  the  general  directions  indi- 
cated in  the  order  of  inarch  for  to-day,  will  move  forward  to-morrow 
and  endeavor  to  cross  with  each  head  of  column  tlie  road  leading  south 
of  Cox's  Bridge,  through  Falling  Creek,  Old  Comt-House,  &c.  These 
headquarters  will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqes.  Fiest  Division,  Fifteenth  Aemy  OOeps, 

Tngrani's  Plantation,  If.  C,  March  18,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  "Woodhxjll,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Majoe:  I  respectfully  report  nothing  of  particular  or  unusual  inter- 
est has  occurred  in  uiy  division  to-day.  I  inarched  out  in  rear  of  Gen- 
eral John  E.  Smith  at  9  a.  m.,  finding  good  roads  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  march.  Now,  at  5.30  p.  m.,  1  am  in  camp  with  everything  at 
Ingram's  jjlautationon  the  Clinton  road,  covering  the  road  iiithe  direc- 
tion of  Clinton  with  one  brigade,  and  with  my  remaining  brigade 
encamped  on  a  plantation  road  leading  toward  Goldsborough.  I  rei)ort 
four  men  from  these  headquarters  captured  while  foraging  near  Fayette- 
ville.    My  headquarters  are  at  Ingram's  plantation. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqes.  Teain  Guaed,  Fifteenth  Aemy  Corps, 

Near  South  Kieer,  March  18,  1865 — 5  a.  m. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Majoe:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  am  camped  about  one  mile 
and  a  half  east  of  South  River,  having  cro.ssed  the  last  wagon  at  6.30 

*  OmitteU. 
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o'clock  yesterdny  afternoon.  If  General  Blair's  pontoons  are  sent  to 
the  Little  Coliera  so  as  not  to  detain  me,  I  can  cross  that  stream  to-day. 
The  roads  for  several  miles  ahead  are  said  to  be  very  bad.  I  cannot 
promise  to  make  Beaman's  Oross-lioads  before  day  after  to-morrow- 
some  time  in  the  day — that  is  to  say,  on  the  20th. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Bru/adier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Train  Gt-ard,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  the  Eoad,  Mareli  18,  1865—8  a.  m. 
Maj.  Max.  WooDHrLL, 

Assistant  Adjiitant-Qeneral,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  think  I  made  a  mistake  in  my  note  of  this  morning  as  to 
the  time  J  expect  to  reach  Beaman's  Gross-Roads.  1  think  I  named 
day  alter  to-morrow,  the  20th.  1  meant  to  say  to-morrow,  the  19th.  I 
have  just  heard  from  the  river  and  learn  that  the  pontoons  will  be 
ready  for  use  by  the  time  we  reach  there.  We  are  making  very  good 
progress  this  morning,  but  the  roads  are  aAvful. 
Verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servaut, 

W.  B.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Train  Guard. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Benton\s  Cross-Boads,  N.  C,  March  18,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHITLL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at 
7  o'clock  this  a.  m.,  and  following  the  Second  Division  marched  eleven 
miles  on  Benton  ville  road  to  Monk's  plantation,  thence  one  mile  on  Clin- 
ton road  to  Benton's  Cross-lioads,  encamping  on  the  Bentonville road  at 
3  p.  m.  The  position  of  the  troops  is  as  follows :  The  First  Brigade  is  in 
line,  its  right  connecting  with  the  left  of  the  Second  Division,  and  its  left 
re.-ting  on  the  Bentonville  road,  fronting  east.  The  Second  Brigade  is 
on  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade,  in  colamn  by  regiments,  fronting  east, 
its  right  resting  on  the  road  and  its  left  on  a  swamp.  Artillery  and 
trains  are  in  rear  of  First  and  Second  Brigades.  lleadf|uarters  are  on 
south  side  of  the  road  and  2u0  yards  in  rear  of  the  left  of  First  Brigade. 
In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  major-general  commanding 
corps,  a  regiment,  (Sixty-third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry)  was  sent 
to  reconnoiter  the  Bentonville  road.  It  moved  out  four  miles  with- 
out meeting  any  force,  but  three-fourths  of  a  mile  farther  on  a  small 
mounted  force  accompanying  the  regiment  met  and  drove  in  a  strong 
cavalry  picket  post.  At  this  point,  from  the  best  information 
obtained,  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  one  battery  were  stationed 
until  2  o'clock  this  p.  m.  They  had  thrown  uj)  intrenehments  of  rails 
and  earth.  At  the  above-mo,utioned  hour  they  fell  back  to  the  forks 
of  the  Sinithfield  and  (Joldsborough  roads. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major -General. 
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Hdqrs.  Fot^eth  Division,  Fifteenth  Aumy  Corps, 
In  flic  Field,  7iear  Newton's  Grove,  K.  (J.,  Marah  18, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  iu  compliance  with  orders 
from  corps  headquarters,  1  broke  camp  at  0.30  a.  ui.  this  instant,  mov- 
ing- in  rear  of  the  First  Division  of  this  corps  upon  the  Goldsborough 
road,  crossing  both  Little  and  Big  Gohcra  liivers  to  Newton's  Grove,  and 
from  thence  upon  the  Clinton  road  a  distance  of  half  a  mile,  where  two 
brigades  of  ray  command  and  battery  are  iu  bivouac  and  position.  One 
brigade  isiu  position  at  Newton's  Grove  covering  the  Fayettevdle  and 
Goldsborough  and  Smithfleld  and  Clinton  roads,  and  so  posted  as  to 
prevent  a  sur]irise  from  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  can  be  easily  with- 
drawn upon  my  main  line.  My  command  has  made  a  march  of  ten 
miles  over  heavy  roads. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Special        ')   Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  \         In  the  Field,  near  Newtonh  Grove,  N.  C, 

No.  47.  )  March  18,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  break  camp  at  8  a.  m.  to- 
morrow (the  19th  instant),  moving  upon  the  road  toward  Goldsborough. 
The  order  of  brigades  as  follows:  Second,  Third,  First.  Five  regi- 
ments will  move  in  advance  and  two  in  rear  of  trains;  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  upon  the  right  flank  of  trains.  Trains  well  closed  up  and 
iu  same  order  as  lieretofore,  trains  of  brigades  alternating  m  their  i)osi- 
tiou  in  the  column  according  to  the  position  of  brigades. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  BVEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Benton''s  Cross-lioads,  N.  C,  March  18, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  From  information  I  have  just  received  I  understand  that 
you  are  much  farther  advanced  than  1  supposed  you  would  get  to-day. 
With  this  column  I  will  probably  reach  the  vicinity  of  the  point  marked 
Dead  Fields  on  the  map  to-morrow.  Please  shorten  your  march  so  as 
not  to  get  too  far  ofl". 


Kespectfully, 


O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  69.  j  Piney  Grove  Cross  Roads,  N.  C,  March  18, 1865. 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  move  for- 
ward to-morrow  on  the  direct  road  to  Everettsville,  making  as  near  that 
point  as  practicable.  The  bridge  train,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tweeddale 
commanding,  will  follow  the  tram  ot  tlie  First  Division.     The  Third 
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Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  coniiuauding,  will  move  forwai'd  on  the 
:\Iouut  Olive  road  at  7  a.  in.  The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Geu.  (J.  A. 
Smith  coinmandlug,  will  follow  the  Third  Division.  The  detachment  ot 
department  headquarters'  train  will  mov.e  next  after  the  train  of  the 
Fourth  Division. 
Bv  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

0.  GADLE,  Jr., 
AsHiittunt  Adjutant  General. 


Genekal  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Foinrrn  Division, 

[  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  18.  )  In  the  Field,  iV.  C,  March  18,  1865. 

The  general  commanding  wishes  to  convey  to  the  ofiBcers  and  men 
under  his  command  his  high  appreciation  of  their  zeal  and  industry 
during  the  present  campaign.  The  labor  required  in  moving  our  trains 
during  the  wet  weather  and  the  bridges  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  which 
it  was  necessary  to  rebuild,  has  been  very  arduous,  but  performed  with 
the  utmost  cheerfulness.  He  is  proportionately  disiileased  with  the 
conduct  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  two  regiments,  Eleventh  and 
Thirteenth  Iowa,  assigned  to  the  train  yesterday.  Instead  of  using  their 
force  to  repair  the  roads  and  having  the  train  in  at  8  o'clock,  as  it  should 
have  been,  they  left  it  stuck  in  the  mud  and  moved  their  commands  into 
camp.  This  culpable  neglect  not  only  delayed  our  own  train  until  near 
midnight,  but  was  a  great  annoyance  to  the  division  moving  in  our  rear. 
This  order  will  be  read  to  the  command  as  soon  as  practicable  after  its 
leceipt. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith : 

[AD.  WARE,  Jr.,] 
AnsiHtant  Adjntant-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Near  Jjentonville,  ¥.  C,  March  18,  1865. 
General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 
General:  The  major-general  conunanding  directs  that  you  start 
your  command  at  7  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  and  move  to  Cox's 
Bridge.  He  wishes  you  to  send  a  regiment  in  advance  of  your  column 
to  the  road  leading  across  Mill  Creek  toward  Smithfield,  to. remain 
until  relieved  by  a  regiment  from  the  Twentieth  Corps. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special        ^        IJdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Field  Orders,  >  Colonel  Faston's  Flantation,  N.  C, 

i^o.  L>4.  )  March  18,  1865. 

General  Carlin  will  march  at  G  a.  m.  upon  the  road  indicated  in 
Sjiecial  Field  Orders,  ]S"o.  23.*    General  jNlorgau  will  follow  General 
Carlin.     Corps  headquarters  will  move  with  General  Carliu. 
By  order  ot  Bvt.  Ma].  Gen.  .1.  0.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUIlG, 
1  iiUlcnaui-Coloncl  and  Chief  of  Htaff. 

.Si;ii  1).  878. 
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Headquarters  Twentiioth  Corps, 
I  joe's  House,  Seven  ^rHeseaxf  of  Mhif/o  Crecic,  March  18,1805 — 7  p.m. 
Major-Geueral  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Whig : 
General  :  I  have  reached  this  point  witli  my  First  Division,  and 
the  trains  are  coming  in.  General  Ward,  with  the  bulk  of  the  train, 
is  still  back,  but  will  make  this  point  to-night;  but  he  will  probably 
be  late,  as  the  roads  have  been  bad,  requiring  much  work.  1  shall 
start  at  daylight  in  the  morning  and  push  on  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
I  understand  that  a  brigade  of  General  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  are 
encamped  at  the  cross-roads  six  miles  back  from  here;  they  came  ui> 
from  our  rear. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major- Getieral,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Taventieth  Corps, 

Lee's  House,  March  18, 1805. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  in  the  same  order  as  to-day, 
the  First  Division  starting  promptly  at  G  a.  m.,  the  Third  Division 
starting  in  time  to  keep  closed  up  to  the  trains  of  the  preceding  com- 
mand. General  Jacksoji  will  march  two  brigades  in  aclvance,  and  will 
make  all  necessary  repairs  to  the  road.  He  will  cover  with  his  other 
brigade  his  own  train,  and  the  ambulance  train.  General  Ward  will 
cover  his  own  trains  with  one  brigade,  the  other  two  will  march  in  rear 
of  all  trains.  One  battery  of  artillery  will  report  to  General  Ward, 
to  march  with  the  rear  guard  ;  the  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march 
in  rear  of  the  troops  of  General  Jackson's  division.  Tlie  Michigan 
Engineers  with  their  tool  wagons  will  follow  the  advanced  artillery, 
starting  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  balance  of  their  wagons  will  follow  the 
wagons  of  the  First  Division.  The  ambulance  train  will  follow  the 
tool  wagons  of  the  Michigan  Engineers. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Benton's  Cross-Boads,  March  18,  1805. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  head  of  our  col- 
uinii  reached  this  point  and  commenced  going  into  cam])  at  11.30  a.  m. 
Our  headquarters  are  near  the  house  of  Mr.  Benton,  on  the  new  Golds- 
borough  road,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Blackman  Lee's  Store.  The 
general  thinks  that  you  may  be  able  to  reach  this  point  (Lee's  Store) 
with  your  trains  tonight,  as  the  roads  are  very  good.  We  hoard 
skn'mishing  on  our  left  this  morning,  probably  between  the  foragers  of 
the  Fourteenth  Corps  and  the  enemy;  also  some  artillery  firing  in  the 
siune  diiection,  which  likely  you  heard  also. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  A  d,jvtant  General. 

''  S. — Leu's  Store  IS  twenty-si.v  miles  from  (Joldsborough. 


R92  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  C,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.       (Cbap.  Lix. 

Hdqer.  Department  and  Aumy  ok  the  Tennessee, 

Benio'ti's  Cross- Iio(((h;  March  18, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary, 

Vommanduui  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  It  is  reported  to  ine,  but  I  tlnuk  it  a  mistake,  that  you 
liave  tiikcn  a  right-hand  road  leading  to  Tioubletield's  Store.  If  you 
have  done  so,  I  think  you  liad  better  take  a  left-hand  road  and  come  to 
tliis  road;  for  if  you  move  on  the  lower  one  you  will  get  in  rear  of  all 
my  trains,  which  will  put  yon  back  at  least  two  days.  The  road  I  am 
now  on  is  called  the  Goldsborough  new  road.  It  leads  to  the  right 
from  the  direct  road  1  have  been  traveling  on,  a  short  distance  south  of 
I'alling  Creek,  and  strikes  the  other  road  near  the  point  Dead  Fields. 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Near  Blacl;  h'iver,  N.  C,  March  18,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General:  Tlie  cavalry  are  liaving  some  fighting  near  Mingo  Creek. 
The  troops  of  tlie  First  Division  are  ordered  forward.  Tlie  general 
directs  that  you  take  (iharge  of  the  whole  train  and  bring  it  forward 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  troops  of  the  First  Division  that  were  sent 
to  the  rear  to  lielp  forward  some  wagons  arc  also  ordered  up,  so  that  if 
the  men  are  needed  there  you  will  have  to  replace  them.  The  general 
wislies  you  to  send  one  brigade  across  to  this  side  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  cover  the  wagons  as  they  come  over.  It  can  be  halted  on  this  side 
if  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  s(!rvant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Kinston,  March  18,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  "W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General:  I  have  received  your  several  dispatches  from  Fayette- 
ville,  including  that  of  the  14th.  I  regret  extremely  that  I  am  not 
able  to  accomplish  all  that  you  have  wished.  There  has  been  no 
enemy  in  my  front  since  the  defeat  of  Bragg  on  the  10th.  The  (jues- 
tion  of  going  to  Goldsborough  has  been  simply  one  of  supplies.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Twining  will  explain  to  you  the  situation  here,  and 
bring  rae  your  orders.  1  shall  be  most  happy  to  join  you  again  and 
take  the  place  you  have  assigned  me  in  the  grand  army. 
iMost  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  SCJHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  18,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

General  Easton  has  ordered  all  trausi)ortation  for  you  to  be  stopped 
at  Morehoad  and  this  i>'ace.  Is  it  in  accordanc^e  with  instructions  from 
you?     Will  the  regiment  on  boats  return  with  them,  or  remain  at  the 
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front?  General  Birge  knows  of  no  other  troops  coming  from  tlic 
south.  One  brigade  of  his  division  remains  at  Savannah  and  two 
come  here.  Two  regiments  and  some  detachments  are  still  behind, 
and  it  is  feared  lost  at  sea. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


KiNSTON,  March  18,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Schofield,  New  Berne: 

The  detention  of  transportation  at  Moreliead  and  New  Berne  is  by 
my  direction.  I  thought  I  had  informed  you.  General  Sherman  can 
s])are  all  the  teams  I  want.  The  regiment  on  the  boats  will  return  as 
a  guard. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


MoEEHEAB  City,  N.  C.,  March  is,  1805. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  more  men  here.  Can't  you  order  the 
balance  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division.  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 
here?  There  are  two  regiments  absent,  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth 
and  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  New  York  Volunteers.  TJie  labor 
here  is  immense,  and  we  are  unable  to  get  citizens.  If  you  can  get  any 
negroes  at  the  front  please  send  them  to  ine. 

L.  C.  EASTON, 
Chief  Quartermaster. 


MORBHEAD  City,  N.  C,  March  18,  1805. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

1  wish  you  would  order  General  Dodge  up  here.  1  would  like  very 
much  to  have  his  services  on  this  line  for  awhile.  Our  facilities  are  so 
very  few  that  it  will  require  great  efibrts  to  supply  the  army.  Colonel 
Coiiklin  is  now  iu  charge  of  the  distribution  of  stores  at  the  front.  I 
am  sending  him  clothing  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

L.  C.  EASTON, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 


KiNSTON,  March  18,  1805. 
Brigadier-General  Schofilld  : 

General  Easton  asks  for  more  men  at  Morehead,  and  names  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty-eighth  and  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  New 
York,  which  belongs  to  the  brigade  now  there.  Send  him  those  if  they 
are  availabis.    If  not,  send  others.     Let  him  have  all  the  men  he 


wants 


J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  IS,  1865. 
JVIaj.  William  M.  Wherry,  Senior  Aide-de-Cam/p : 

For  the  information  of  the  majjor-general  commanding,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  made  the  following  arrangements  in 
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regard  to  tlie  troops  from  tlie  south:  Tlie  four  regiments  of  tlie  Third 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Ninetei'nth  Army  Corps,  now  at  Morehead 
City,  1  liave  thought  best  to  leave  there  ior  General  Easton,  and  in 
addition  have  ottered  to  send  him  a  fraction  of  the  Twenty-oightli  Iowa, 
now  here,  if  he  needs  them.  This  regiment  belongs  to  the  Second 
Brigade  of  same  division,  but  is  less  than  half  here;  balance  not  yet 
arrived  at  Morehead.  The  two  regiments  now  en  route  to  the  front, 
repairing  wagon  roads  (viz,  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  and  One 
hundred  and  seventy-filth  ISTew  York),  belong  to  the  Third  Brigade, 
but  f  presume  it  will  not  be  thought  expedient  to  return  them  for  the 
purpose  of  again  getting  the  brigade  together.  In  addition  to  these 
two'  regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade  1  propose  to  send  two  regiments  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  viz,  Twenty-second  Iowa  and  One  hundred  and 
thirty-lirst  New  York,  forward  at  once.  The  four  regiments  will  then 
be  under  command  of  Colonel  Graham,  Twenty  second  Iowa,  now  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  Avho,  I  am  told,  is  a  good  officer.  The  four 
regiments  will  amount  to  about  1,170  officers  and  men.  The  regiment 
now  on  transports  going  forward  to  Kinston  belongs  to  the  Second 
Brigade.  I  think  that  with  the  few  troops  doing  post  duty,  the  quar- 
termaster's employes,  and  the  negroes  that  could  be  commanded  in 
case  of  necessity,  all  the  necessary  work  can  be  done  herewith  suffi- 
cient rapidity.  As  soon  as  the  other  regiments  of  tlie  Second  Brigade 
arrive  (if  they  arrive  at  all),  I  will  send  them  forward  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


Kinston,  March  18,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  order  all  officers  belonging 
to  General  Sherman's  army  now  in  New  Berne  to  report  to  him  at  these 
headquarters  in  the  field. 

W]\I.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 


Kinston,  March  18,  1865. 
Col.  W.  W.  Wright, 

Chief  ^Bngineer  Military  Bailrouds,  New  Berne: 
I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  ask  you  to  have 
all  stores  for  the  front  unloaded  at  Burnt  Mill.    This,  he  thinks,  ought 
not  to  interfere  .with  the  construction,  and  the  quartermaster  will  be 
directed  to  have  everything  unloaded  promptly. 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 


General  Orders,  J  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

[^  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  17.  )  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  18,  1865. 

All  able-bodied  men  within  the  lines  of  the  army  who  have  nc legiti- 
mate employment  are  required  to  I'cport  without  delay  to  the  nearest 
])rovostinarshal  for  enrollment,  in  order  that  they  maybe  employed  in 
the  quartennastcr's  department.     Provost -marshals  will  take  measures 
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to  secure  full  compliance  with  tliis  order  within  their  respective  jurisdic- 
tions. The  names  of  all  persons  enrolled  will  be  reiiorted  to  Brig.  Gen. 
L.  0.  Easton,  chief  quartermaster  Military  13iv]sion  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  upon  his  requisition,  such  uumber  as  he  may  require  will  be  ordered 
to  report  to  him  for  labor  in  the  quartermastei's  dei)artmeiit.  They 
will,  while  so  employed  receive  the  usual  compensation  aud  subsistence. 
Hereafter  the  commissary  department  will  not  issue  rations  to  any  per- 
son not  in  the  Government  service,  except  such  as  are  unable  from  age 
or  infirmity  to  work,  and  are  actually  dependent  upon  charity  for  their 
sup])ort.  There  is  work  enough  for  all,  and  none  will  be  allowed  to  live 
in  idleness  while  sui)i)orted  by  the  Government.  The  general  com- 
manding the  District  of  Beaufort  will  cause  this  order  to  be  strictly  com- 
phed  with. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schotield : 

J.  A.  OAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  G.  )  In  the  Field,  Kinston,  March  18, 1865. 

I.  The  troo]>s  will  be  prepared  to  march  at  C  a.  m.  to-morrow,  with 
three  days'  rations  in  haversacks,  aud  seventy  rounds  of  ammunition 
(thirty  in  knapsacks).  All  available  wagons  will  be  filled  with  subsist- 
ence stores  and  forage,  and  will  follow  the  troops  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. 

II.  Lieut.  Jasper  Myers,  chief  of  ordnance,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  will  cause  to  be  established  a  tem])orary  ordnauce  depot  for 
tlie  supply  of  the  army  in  the  field.  This  depot  will  be  transferred  to 
the  front  as  rapidly  as  tlie  facilities  for  transiiortation  by  railroad  will 
pemit. 

III.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox  is  relieved  from  command  of  the  District  of 
Beaufort,  but  will  retain  his  present  command  of  troops  in  the  field. 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer  will  resume  command  of  his  district,  and  will 
hereafter  report  directly  to  these  lieadquarters.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter 
is  assigned  to  command  the  division  of  the  District  of  Beaufort,  serv- 
ing with  the  army  in  tlie  field,  and  Brig.  Gen.  G.  S.  Greene  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Provisional  Division,  composed  of  troops  belonging  to  the 
Armies  of  tlie  Tennessee  aud  Cumberland. 

I^".  Surg.  S.  C.  Whittier,  Twenty-third  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Infantry,  is  hereby  detailed  as  surgeon  m  charge  of  depot  hospital, 
Kiuston,  N.  C. 

V.  Lieut.  E.  F.  Everett,  Second  Massacluisctts  Heavy  Artillery,  is 
hereby  detailed  for  special  duty  in  the  ordnance  department,  and  Avill 
re])ort  to  Lieut.  Jasper  Myers,  chief  of  ordnance.  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  for  instructions. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

WM.  M.  WIIERKY, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Cwmp. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  10.  S  Kinston,  N.  C,  March  18,  1865. 

*  #  w  *  *  *  f 

III.  All  the  troops  of  tlie  provisional  brigades  of  this  command,  and 
those  especially  assigned  to  regiments  ot  regular  organizations,  will 
report  without  delay  to  Brigadier-Generiil  Greene  for  organization  into 
a  provisicnial  division. 


896  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  S.  Cf,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.       [Chap.  LIX. 

IV.  All  the  tfoopa  of  tlie  First  Divisiou  of  tlie  District  of  Beaufort 
serving  in  the  field,  except  the  brigade  and  battery  detached  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Harland,  Avill  report  without  delay  to 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter,  to  be  consolidated  with  the  remaining  troops 
of  the  Second  Division,  District  of  Beaufort,  which  will  hereafter  be 
known  as  the  division  of  the  District  of  Beaufort. 

V.  The  battery  of  3-inch  ordnance  guns  at  present  serving  with  the 
First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort,  will  report  until  further  orders  to 
Brigadier-General  Greene,  commanding  Provisional  JJivision. 

\'I.  The  stail  of  the  First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort,  in  the  field, 
excepting  the  personal  statt  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer,  will  report 
for  temporary  duty  to  Brigadier-General  Greene,  commanding  Pro- 
visional Division. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox : 

THEO.  COX, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special        ^  Headquaetees  Fiest  Division, 

Field  Okdees,  >  Disteict  of  Beaxjfokt, 

No.  13.  )  In  the  Field,  N.  V.,  March  18,  1865. 

1.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Department  ot  North 
Carolina,  this  divisiou,  with  the  exception  of  the  brigade  of  General 
Harland,  will  be  prepared  to  march  at  C  a.  m.  tomorrow  with  three 
days'  rations  in  their  haversacks  and  seventy  rounds  of  ammunition 
(thirty  in  knapsacks).  All  available  wagons  will  be  filled  with  sub- 
sistence stores  and  forage,  and  will  follow  the  trooj)s  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. The  division  commissary  train  will  undoubtedly  be  here  to-night, 
when  the  haversacks  can  be  filled.  If  there  be  lack  of  ammunition  iu 
the  command,  plenty  of  .574  can  be  procured  at  these  headquarters. 
The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march  should  the  troops  be  ordered 
to  move:  First,  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Claassen,  followed  by  his 
3-inch  battery,  and,  second,  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Boughton,  immedi- 
ately in  rear  of  which  all  the  wagons  ready  to  move  will  march.  Those 
subsequently  loaded  will  follow.  Brigade  commanders  will  leave  a 
small  guard  to  bring  up  any  wagons  that  remain  behind  to  load. 
Colonel  Boughton  will  detail  from  bis  command  a  strong  rear  guard 
under  a  commissioned  oflicer  to  march  in  rear  of  the  first  wagons,  with 
orders  to  suppress  all  pillaging  and  straggling. 

IV.  The  Fifteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers  and  Battery  A,  Third 
New  York  Artillery  (dismounted),  having  been  transferred  from  Second 
Division,  District  of  Beaufort,  to  this  division,  they  are  assigned  to 
duty  with  the  First  Brigade,  and  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Har- 
land, commanding. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer : 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Oedbes,  )       Headquaetees  Peovisional  Coeps, 

No.  01.  (  Near  Island  Creek,  JV.  C,  March  18,  1865. 

I.  General  Paine's  division  Avill  again  lead  the  march  to-morrow  and 
will  move  at  7  a.  m.  General  Ames'  division  will  follow,  one  brigade 
being  detailed  as  rear  guard  to  follow  the  train  and  render  it  such 
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assistance  as  it  may  require.    The  pontoon  train  will  follow  the  troops. 
General  Ames'  division  will  commence  crossing  Island  Creek  at  6  a.  m. 
to-morrow. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEREY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqus.  Northern  District,  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  18, 1865. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Fifty-second  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  and  100  men  of  the  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Volun- 
teers embarked  yesterday  on  the  steamer  New  York,  with  orders  to 
proceed  to  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River  and  there  report  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  U.  S.  forces  for  orders. 

1  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


FaxiLing  Creek  Church, 

March  19,  1865—1.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding-in-Uhief,  &c.: 
General:  One  of  General  Logan's  scouts  has  just  returned  from 
the  bridge  across  the  Neuse  before  Goldsborough  and  reports  that  the 
crossing  is  defended  by  a  bridge-head  held  by  the  rebels.    The  Seventh 
Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  is  at  the  bridge  before  the  works. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Special       ^       Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  65.  )         Falling  Creelc  Church,  N.  C,  March  19, 1865. 

The  following  operations  of  this  command  will  take  place  to-morrow: 
Ma,i.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will 
move  one  brigade  with  a  section  of  artillery  and  drive  the  enemy  across 
Cox's  Bridge  and  get  possession  of  the  same  or  force  the  enemy  to 
destroy  it.  He  will  then  immediately  move  the  rest  of  his  command 
tOAvard  Bentonville.  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  will  move  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Falling  Creek  Church, 
and  taking  the  road  to  the  left,  move  out  and  take  position  on  the  left 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  All  wagons  now  here,  including  those 
of  department  headquarters,  which  are  not  required  during  our  engage- 
ment, will  be  parked  at  the  crossroads  near  ('ox's  Bridge.  The  surplus 
trains  will  be  parked  closely  and  carefully  so  that  their  guard,  which 
is  necessarily  small,  may  be  able  to  protect  them  against  the  enemy's 
cavalry. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Depaetmbnt  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Falling  Greek  Church,  N.  C,  March  19, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  General  Sherman  thinks  that  the  whole  of  General  John 
E.  Smith's  division  should  be  sent  out  to  the  position  at  the  forks  of 
the  road  with  his  artillery,  but  without  wagons.  General  Woods  will 
be  directed  to  occupy  the  position  now  occupied  by  General  Smith's 
division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Falling  Creek  Church,  N.  C,  March  19, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  Major- 
General  Sherman,  the  general  commanding  directs  that  General  Hazen's 
division  return  by  the  road  the  column  moved  out  on  to-day,  by  the  way 
of  Blackmail  Lee's  Store,  and  go  into  position  as  General  Slocum  may 
direct.  A  staff  officer  of  General  Slocum  now  at  these  headquarters 
will  accompany  one  of  yours,  and  consult  with  him. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Bkaman's  Cross-Koads,  N.  C,  March  19, 1865 — 6  a.  m. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  ; 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  corps  trains  completed 
crossing  the  Little  Cohera  at  8.15  p.  m.  yesterday.  The  bridge  was 
good  and  so  were  the  roads  for  a  few  miles  this  side,  but  the  last  three 
or  four  miles  were  very  bad  indeed,  and  difficult  to  pass  them  after 
night  set  in.  The  rear  of  the  last  division  train  came  into  camp  4 
o'clock  this  morning.  If  the  roads  are  not  too  bad  to  day  we  will  move 
up  fifteen  or  twenty  miles.  I  am  advised  by  General  Woods  that  a 
company  of  Fourth  Division  pioneers  reported  to  him  yesterday  morn- 
ing about  the  time  1  wrote  you.  I  did  not  know  it  then.  They  were 
very  serviceable  to  us  yesterday  and  last  night.  The  First  Division 
train  is  now  (6-15)  all  out  on  the  road,  and  the  Fourth,  Second,  Third, 
and  supply  trains  will  follow  in  the  order  mentioned. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  L.  FOET, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  QvMrter master,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Neuse  River,  March  19, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major  :  I  respectfully  report  that  in  compliance  with  your  orders  I 
broke  my  camp  this  a.  m.,  marching  out  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division, 
The  roads  I  found  to  be  very  bad  in  places,  more  particularly  at  the 
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crossing  of  Falling  Creek,  and  my  advance  was  considerably  delayed 
in  consequence.  Passing  beyond  General  John  E.  Smith's  camp  this 
evening  I  continued  as  directed  on  the  road  leading  to  Cox's  Bridge, 
halting  when  some  three  miles  and  a  half  from  the  bridge,  and  half  a 
mile  from  the  point  of  intersection  as  made  by  the  Bentonville  road, 
encamping  my  two  brigades  in  position  in  the  line  designated  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Strong,  assistant  iuspector-general.  Department  of  the 
Tennessee.  I  have  put  my  battery  on  the  line  between  my  brigades. 
Good  substantial  works  are  being  rapidly  thrown  up  along  my  entire 
front,  and  I  am  also  building  a  barbette  work  for  my  guns.  My  line 
faces  westward,  connecting  on  the  right  with  Colonel  Wever,  of 
Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  my  headquarters  being  located  at  the 
cemetery  near  the  road  in  rear.  Inclosed  find  list  of  casualties  since 
last  report,  as  received  by  me  this  evening. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

Big  Cohera  Kiver,  March  19, 1865 — 7  a.  m. 
Major  WooDHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Major  :  The  rear  of  the  train  reached  Bearaan's  Cross-Eoads  at  4 
o'clock  this  morning.  The  head  of  the  column  is  now  at  this  place. 
The  crossing  here  is  bad,  although  the  bridge  is  standing.  I  shall  push 
on  as  far  as  possible  to-day.  I  made  thirteen  miles  and  bridged  and 
crossed  the  Little  Cohera  yesterday. 
Eespectfully, 

W.  B.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  Fifi'eenth  Army  Corps, 

Falling  Creelc  Fost- Office,  March  19,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
General.  :  Major-General  Slocum  needs  aid  quick.    You  will  please 
move  your  command  back  via  Blackman  Lee's  Store,  and  from  there, 
under  direction  of  General  Slocum's  senior  aide-de-camp,  across  to  the 
Left  Wing,  reporting  to  Major-General  Slocum. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Hear  Blackman  Lee's  /Store,  K  C,  March  19, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  A djutant-General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  remained  in  camp  at 
this  point  all  day  till  5  p.  m.,  waiting  for  other  troops  to  i)ass.  It 
then  moved  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  Division  to  King's  house,  seven 
miles,  when  orders  were  received  to  retrace  the  march  and  report  to 
Major  General  Slocum. 
I  am,  respectftilly, 

W,  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarteks  Fifteenth  Aemy  Corps, 

Falling  Greek  Post-Office,  March  19,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Pjviith, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps :. 
General:  The  major-general  coinmauding  directs  that  you   send 
two  strong  companies  of  infantry  to  Falling  Creek  bridge,  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  in  advance  of  your  present  picket-liiie,  on  the  Golds- 
borough  road,  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  same. 

I  am,  aeueral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Hdqrs.  Tiitrd  Bivision,  P'ifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Falling  Greek  Post-0 ffiee,  N.  C,  March  I'J,  1865. 

Maj.   M.    WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations 
of  this  division  for  the  day:  Broke  camp  near  Newton's  Grove  Cross- 
Koads  at  6  a.  m.  and  moved  in  advance  on  Goldsborough  road,  the 
advance  of  the  command  arriving  at  Falling  Creek  Post-Offlce  at  11.30 
a.  m.,  at  which  point  a  halt  was  ordered  to  enable  the  First  Brigade 
and  a  portion  of  the  train  which  had  become  mired  at  and  beyond  Fall- 
ing Creek  to  close  up  ou  the  advance.  It  being  reported  that  parties 
of  the  enemy  were  on  our  front,  I  sent  one  regiment  of  the  Second 
Brigade  out  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  on  the  Cox's  Bridge  road,  and 
one  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  out  on  the  Goldsborough  road  as 
advance  guards.  Pickets  were  also  thrown  out  on  the  lelt  Bank.  At 
about  2  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Howard  to  cause  one 
regiment  to  report  to  Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  Strong,  of  his  staff,  to  go  out 
to  near  Cox's  Bridge  for  the  purijose  of  driving  off  the  enemy's  jacket 
post  established  at  that  point.  I  sent  the  Tenth  Iowa  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  am  informed  by  one  of  my  stalf,  who  accompanied  the 
regiment,  they  succeeded  in  developing  about  250  rebel  cavalry,  and  in 
driving  them  back  to  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Cox's  Bridge.  At 
3  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  encamp  the  division,  and  while  attending  to  the 
same,  orders  were  received  to  send  the  lemainder  of  the  Second  Brigade 
to  the  support  of  the  Tenth  Iowa,  which,  learning  it  was  in  a  dangerous 
position,  I  had  ordered  to  fall  back.  This  order,  I  was  afterward 
informed,  was  countermanded  by  Major-General  Logan.  The  entire  bri- 
gade is  now  encamped  near  the  First  Division,  at  the  ('ox's  Bridge  and 
Everettsville  cross-roads.  At  about  the  same  time  that  I  was  ordered 
to  send  the  Second  Brigade  forward  I  was  also  ordered  to  change  the 
position  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  accordingly  moved  it  forward  about. 
500  yards  and  placed  it  in  x)osition  on  the  west  side  of  and  its  right  resting 
on  the  Cox's  Bridge  road,  fronting  north;  artillery  immediately  in  rear 
of  the  center  of  the  brigade.  At  C.30  p.  ni.  1  was  ordered  to  send  one 
regiment  as  an  advance  post  out  ou  the  Goldsborough  road,  from  which 
the  regiment  from  the  Second  Brigade  had  been  taken  during  the  p.  m., 
and  to  place  one  regiment  in  rear  of  the  left  of  the  remainder  of  the 
brigade  covering  aiiproaches  from  the  Avest,  and  at  8.45  p.  m.  to  send 
two  companies  out  to  Falling  Creek  bridge,  one  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  jjicket  post  on  the  Goldsborough  road,  all  of  which  was  complied 
with.    Distance  marched,  fifteen  miles. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


